


Orientalische Religionen in der Antike

Ägypten, Israel, Alter Orient

Oriental Religions in Antiquity

Egypt, Israel, Ancient Near East

(ORA)

Herausgegeben von / Edited by

Angelika Berlejung (Leipzig)
Nils P. Heeßel (Marburg)

Joachim Friedrich Quack (Heidelberg)

Beirat / Advisory Board

Uri Gabbay (Jerusalem)
Michael Blömer (Aarhus)

Christopher Rollston (Washington, D.C.)
Rita Lucarelli (Berkeley)

57





Mohr Siebeck

Amulets of Protection and
Texts for Fears in Antiquity

Edited by
Angelika Berlejung and Gideon Bohak



ISBN 978-3-16-163549-6 / eISBN 978-3-16-163550-2
DOI 10.1628/978-3-16-163550-2

ISSN 1869-0513 / eISSN 2568-7492 (Orientalische Religionen in der Antike)

The Deutsche Nationalbibliothek lists this publication in the Deutsche Nationalbibliographie; detailed
bibliographic data are available at http://dnb.dnb.de.

© 2024 Mohr Siebeck Tübingen. www.mohrsiebeck.com

This book may not be reproduced, in whole or in part, in any form (beyond that permitted by copyright
law) without the publisher’s written permission. This applies particularly to reproductions, translations and
storage and processing in electronic systems.

The book was printed on non-aging paper by Stückle Druck und Verlag in Ettenheim, and bound by
Buchbinderei Spinner in Ottersweier.

Printed in Germany.

AngelikA Berlejung is Professor for „History and Religion of Israel and its Environment“ at
the Faculty of Theology of the University of Leipzig, an Extraordinary Professor for Ancient
Studies at the University of Stellenbosch/South Africa, a Visiting Full Professor for Biblical Ar-
chaeology at Bar Ilan University/Israel, and a Full Member of the Saxon Academy of Sciences.

gideon BohAk, born 1961; studied Jewish History, Classical Studies and Religion at the Hebrew
University Jerusalem, and Princeton University; 1994 PhD; Professor at the Department of Je-
wish Philosophy and Talmud, Tel Aviv University. https://telaviv.academia.edu/GideonBohak



Table of Contents

Introduction ..............................................................................................................VII
Abbreviations ............................................................................................................ IX

ANGELIKA BERLEJUNG
Fear Management: Amulets as a Coping Strategy for Fears and Anxiety in the
Ancient Near East of the First Millennium BCE. ......................................................... 1

JUDITH E. FILITZ
Fear for the First Time: The Emotion of Fear in the Primeval History (Gen 1–11)..... 29

FRANZISKANAETHER
Fear and Its Manifestations in Ancient Egyptian Literary Texts................................. 49

LAURAGONNERMANN
The Embodiment of Fear by Sekhmet: Coping with the Fear(s) in Ancient Egypt...... 71

TILMANN GAITZSCH
Pharaohs and Amulets: Agency, Representation, and the Power of Amulets in
Ancient Egyptian Temple Cult and its Monumental Representations ......................... 85

NESINA GRÜTTER
Clusters of Fears: A Psychology of Religion Approach to the Mesopotamian
bārûtu Tradition....................................................................................................... 101

ULRIKE STEINERT
Mesopotamian Amulet Prescriptions for Averting and Preventing Fear ................... 117

JOHANNES SEIDEL
The Cedar Tree and Fears: Substances and Their Effect on Emotions in Rituals...... 147

ANAT BLOCH-FELDMAN
Amulets and Emotional Attachment: A Psychological Perspective on the Use of
Textual Amulets in the Ancient Jewish World ......................................................... 165

RIVKA ELITZUR-LEIMAN
Biblical Citations in Jewish Metal Amulets from Late Antiquity ............................. 179

ADIWIENER
The Importance of Context: Intertextuality, Hermeneutics and Instrumentalism
in Biblical References on Ancient Jewish Amulets .................................................. 201



VI Table of Contents

GIDEON BOHAK
Scribal Overkill: Textual Density on Ancient Jewish Amulets ................................. 219

DANIEL JAMESWALLER
Fear Transformed: The Use of First-Person Narrative Spells in the Jewish Aramaic
Magic Bowls............................................................................................................ 239

MARCOMORIGGI
Fears in Syriac Incantation Texts: The Therapeutics of Textual Amulets ................. 257

JOSEPH E. SANZO
From Disturbing Dreams to Divine Dread: Fear in Late Antique Christian Magic
from Egypt............................................................................................................... 267

List of Contributors.................................................................................................. 277
Indices ..................................................................................................................... 279



Introduction

What were ancient people afraid of? Are their fears so different from ours today? Did
they face their fears or repress them or even overcome them? What did they specifically
do about their fears or about the threats they perceived? One of the most important
sources to answer such and similar questions in historical research are amulets – espe-
cially those which bear inscriptions. These inscriptions can attest to human fears – ex-
plicitly or implicitly. They can mention concrete threats which were supposed to be
repelled by the amulet. Or the amulet was addressed to a deity who was asked to protect
its owner in a more general manner.
Insofar as they were made of valuable materials or inscribed, amulets reflect elite life

since literacy cannot be assumed for all classes of the population and valuable materials
were expensive. However, we still can learn something about the fears of numerous men
and women from the amulets they wore, regardless of whether the amulets were pur-
chased by the persons who wore them or by their husbands, parents, or owners (when
the wearers were slaves, and even animals). In this respect, amulets can be analyzed as
witnesses to individual fears and dangers, and to some of the methods used for managing
such fears.
The use of amulets is attested in virtually every society, from the dawn of human

culture onwards. But the use of textual amulets is a by-product of the invention of writ-
ing, and it raises a host of new questions: Who was supposed to read the text written on
the amulet – the demons? the gods? God’s angels? God himself? And did the persons
who purchased the amulets, and those who wore them, know what was written on their
amulets? And how did the persons who inscribed the amulets know what text to inscribe
– was it a matter of personal choice, or of set scribal norms, which dictated what must
be written on each amulet?
With these basic questions in mind, we conducted our research project entitled “Be-

tween Materiality and Scribal Magic: West-Semitic Textual Amulets from the First Mil-
lennium BCE to the Rise of Islam” which was generously funded by the German-Israeli
Science Foundation (GIF Grant No. G-1481-111.4/2018). Within this project we studied
textual amulets – that is, amulets which contain exclusively or mostly texts – from the
Levant and elsewhere in the Ancient Near East as a phenomenon which endured for
many centuries and showed some considerable constants as well as changes. Within our
joint project, the Leipzig team focused mainly on textual amulets produced in the first
millennium BCE, whereas the Tel Aviv team focused on textual amulets from the first
millennium CE. And both teams identified fear and anxiety as a cross-cultural, and time-
less, link which can be seen as a primary generator of amulet use. This also means that
amulets could be seen as devices of human fear management and can be studied as such
in historical and interreligious research. Our GIF project gave us the opportunity to fo-
cus on textual amulets that were written in the west-Semitic languages, and in the
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alphabetic scripts, and to invite scholars in several related fields to share their expertise
with us. One of the results of the interdisciplinary and international cooperation is the
current volume.
We are grateful to the German-Israeli Science Foundation for funding our joint re-

search. And we are indebted to our co-authors as well as to Dr. Nadine Eßbach who
prepared the complicated manuscript for publication, and also prepared the indices.

ANGELIKA BERLEJUNG (Leipzig) / GIDEON BOHAK (Tel Aviv), December 2023
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Fear Management:
Amulets as Coping Strategy for Fears and Anxiety in the

Ancient Near East of the First Millennium BCE

ANGELIKA BERLEJUNG

Abstract: Amulets are considered a group of material finds that can be clearly assigned to private
religiosity. This article assumes that these objects represent culturally accepted coping strategies
that specifically enabled individuals to deal with their fears and anxieties. These fears and anxie-
ties were part of the collective memory and were shared through communal cultural conditioning
and social communication. While the fears could be very concrete, the anxieties were quite vague.
The apotropaic and protective prophylactic practice of wearing amulets involved different levels
of relationships (between the amulet, the amulet wearer, aggressive and benevolent deities, de-
mons, and benevolent and hostile human social partners). Amulets were a method of fear and
anxiety management according to the socially accepted feeling rules. The practice of wearing
amulets therefore hints at both the potential violence of the aggressor and the vulnerability im-
plied in being attacked. The amulet’s efficacy extends into a dynamic of reflection, by means of
which the space between the amulet wearer and others was transformed and became a field of bounc-
ing forces – as long as he or she wore his or her amulet.

1. Introduction: Fears and Anxiety

Fear is one of the strongest and most fundamental emotions experienced by every human
being. It is a survival mechanism that is ingrained in humans and animals. Proponents
of basic emotions theory1 point out that fear is an innate and universal emotion, although
what people are afraid of, how they express their fear, and how they themselves or their
social partners deal with that fear are not necessarily universally anchored. Fear, like all
feelings – sensations and their expression – is culturally shaped and socially learned.
What someone is allowed to feel/display in a certain situation or towards another person
and thing and what not is determined by social norms and thus culturally and historically
variable.2 In this respect, most of today’s historians of emotions as well as this article
start from four premises: They are (1) convinced that emotion and cognition cannot be
sharply separated or contrasted,3 (2) they understand emotions not only as internal or

1 See PAUL EKMAN, http://www.paulekman.com/.
2 On the historical boundedness of emotions, see FREVERT 2021b. For valuable comments on emo-

tion research, I would like to thank my colleague Prof. Dr. Roderich Barth, Leipzig.
3 In order to avoid the unproductive dichotomy between mind = cognition/emotion versus body,

the current discussion proposes the concept of emotional habitus, which is inspired by Pierre
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bodily states, but as actions effective in social space, (3) they regard feelings as socio-
cultural products, which can thus vary both culturally and historically – not only in their
expression, but also in their content.4 In addition, there are (4) the normative expecta-
tions of feelings of a society, which determine which feelings are allowed to be ex-
pressed in which society or group and how.5 With respect to feelings, there is a process
of interaction between individuals and society, as people not only try to behave appropri-
ately according to certain feeling norms, but also to feel appropriately.6 “Feeling rules”
are often also the result of certain practices of feeling. Cultural imprints and social com-
munication thus overform natural basic emotions. The inculturation of a person in gender,
family, clan/tribe, state, law, language, religion etc. have a formative influence on his/her
emotions and thus also on his/her fears and his/her fear management. Fear/anxiety are as
all emotions differently experienced and expressed in different cultures, languages, and
culturally shaped social relations. Also, the expression of fear/anxiety in the face, body,
gestures and modes of speech vary across cultures7 and depend on the context and me-
dia.
Fear is in itself a completely natural reaction to a real danger, immediate, present and

tangible threat, or to a supposed, expected, future danger that does not yet actually exist
– but is imagined and feared. In German contexts, in the wake of Sören Kierkegaard8
and Martin Heidegger,9 attention has been drawn to the difference between “fear”
(Furcht) and “anxiety” (Angst).10 Thereby is fear an emotional reaction to a specific,
real and concrete danger – thus a short-term affect –, while anxiety is an excessive,
expected and unfocused and vague fear without a concrete object that may be triggered
by a variety of stimuli – thus an ongoing basic setting and mood.
Fear thus has a concrete counterpart of danger, whereas anxiety is rather a mood and

intentionally indeterminate. The basic disposition of anxiety, however, can be

Bourdieu. In Bourdieu’s work, the close connection between thinking and feeling is clear, with his
theory of emotion appearing in various places in his work without having been made explicit, see
SCHEER 2017.

4 HITZER 2011: 6–7.
5 HITZER 2011: 7 (with reference to Peter N. Stearns/Carol Z. Stearns).
6 HITZER 2011: 8.
7 The cultural embeddedness of feelings is shown by WIERZBICKA 1999: 123–167. In general, she refers

to emotions as “cultural artefacts”. In the same line is BOURKE 2013, and her cultural history of fear.
8 KIERKEGAARD 1844.
9Martin Heidegger (HEIDEGGER 151979 [1929]: 135) was highly dependent on Kierkegaard. He ties

in with Kierkegaard’s concept of anxiety in the context of his fundamental ontology of existence. He
defines anxiety as the “basic condition” of existence. Like Kierkegaard, he sharply distinguishes be-
tween anxiety and fear. The key elements in Heidegger’s theory of “Angst” are the indeterminacy
(German: “Unbestimmtheit”) of the potential dangers (“Bedrohungen”), and the independence of the
state of Angst of anything that may happen. Anxiety (German: Angst) focuses on a general state of
existential threat, rather than on any specific danger.

10 For a research report on the history of emotions, in our case “Angst”, see HITZER 2011: 16–30.
For an overview of the recent philosophy of fear/anxiety under the aspects of corporeality, intentional
content, health or morbidity, hope, and related phenomena such as fright, horror, panic, see DEMMER-
LING/LANDWEER 2007: 63–91.
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condensed in human consciousness in different forms of fear or, precisely then, in the
“being afraid of something”. The disposition of anxiety can thus be concretized situa-
tionally in concrete episodic emotions of “fear of something”, so that there is a transition
between general anxiety and concrete fear. In terms of cultural history, models can be
developed according to which, on the basis of the human-existential anxiety, the fear
concretions change in each case, and certain leading themes determine the fear dis-
course: For example, one can assign the fear of the gods and the unseen forces of nature
to antiquity, the fear of fate and death to the ancient Catholic Church, the fear of guilt
and damnation to the Christian Middle Ages and the Reformation period, the fear of
emptiness and meaninglessness to modernity,11 or the fear of man-made ecological col-
lapse to the post-modern present.
Anxiety/fear can be a vital emotion for survival, as it ensures being cautious and

assessing potential risks and dangers that a person faces or is exposed to. This can be an
advantage as fear motivates a person to take preventive measures to protect him-/herself
or avoid unnecessary risks. Realistically assessing a risk or potential hazard and taking
action against it helps reduce anxiety. In this respect, fear/anxiety can be seen as a strong
motivator for individual as well as collective action, for individual as well as collective
developments, and as a particularly powerful emotion in history (= “besonders ges-
chichtsmächtige Emotion”12). However, concrete fear and vague anxieties, can also be
deliberately provoked at any time in order to control people. Fears are therefore a pre-
ferred method of manipulation and instrumentalization, in political, media and eco-
nomic contexts as well as in private and civil society. The promise of rulers and inter-
pretive authorities to control or even eliminate collectively shared concrete fear and
vague anxiety factors has repeatedly proven to stabilize power systems. Since time im-
memorial, one of the instruments of politics has been to mobilize and control people by
means of fear/anxiety scenarios.13 Anxiety/fear can therefore motivate people to act, but
it can also have the opposite effect. It can prevent people from taking necessary and
manageable risks, breaking new ground and exploring the unknown. As is well known,
anxiety/fear can be repressed, lead to senseless overacting, to inability to act, and even
to apathy. Since fear is a very immediate subjectively experienced physical feeling,14 it
manifests itself in physical reactions that can lead to physical and mental health prob-
lems depending on duration and intensity.
Unlike fear, anxiety is not an emotional-physical reaction to a concrete physical dan-

ger, but rather a vague underlying mood to expected but unspecific uncertainties and
imponderables. However, it can also lead to physical reactions and continuous stress.
All physical reactions of fear or anxiety can be perceived by other people and com-
mented or evaluated accordingly.

11 The last three correspond to Paul Tillich’s three types of ontological anxiety, see TILLICH 1953.
12 HITZER 2011: 16. See also FREVERT 2021a.
13 On the corresponding studies in political sociology see HITZER 2011: 31–35.
14 On feelings as a holistic experience in which bodily processes and cognitions coincide, see

DEMMERLING/LANDWEER 2007: 20–30.
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Fear and anxiety are both strong emotions that profoundly influence human thinking
and behavior. In this respect, every person and every society are challenged to deal with
their own fear/anxiety and with the fear/anxiety of others, and to engage in concrete fear
and anxiety management. Also, the coping strategies offered against fear/anxiety vary
across cultures and depend on the context and media.
As mentioned above, fear is a fleeting feeling that is limited in time and ends with

the end of the concrete threat. In contrast, anxiety is not a fleeting feeling of short dura-
tion, but can last for long periods of time, since the permanent expectation of the threat
– perhaps precisely because of its vagueness – does not come to an end. Precisely be-
cause fears are concrete and limited in time, whereas anxiety is not, fear management is
much easier to achieve than anxiety management.

2. Amulets and the Management of Fears and Anxiety

2.1. Feeling Rules?

The study of ancient fears/anxieties and of their management in the Ancient Near East
(including the Southern Levant) in the first millennium has to face several problems.
One problem is that historical research is highly dependent on sources and media of the
male ruling and elite classes.15 Therefore, these sources reflect only parts of ancient
society. Furthermore, the context and the target audience of the texts and images play a
central role, since e.g. royal inscriptions and chronicles had a representative character
and drew a different picture of the emotional state of a king than royal correspondence
or divination literature. The study of semantic fields of fear/anxiety vocabulary in Se-
mitic languages is also of limited use, since the exact connotations of ancient usage are
difficult to profile and the equivalence of the term in a contemporary language (e.g. fear,
dread, cowardice, anxiety, awe, panic, sorrow/distress, terror, depression, phobia) can
be determined only with reservations.16 Therefore, Ulrike Steinert is right when she
writes with regard to historical emotion research (in Mesopotamia): “we need to be sen-
sitive to the cultural and historical differences between the ancient and our own catego-
ries, so as not to essentialize the affects of the ancient” people.17
Semantic and linguistic studies of the extensive fear/anxiety vocabulary of ancient

Near Eastern languages have revealed that the common language use establishes a close
relationship between bodily sensations and fear/anxiety, so that fear/anxiety have been
considered as embodied experiences.18 It was recognizable that linguistically the

15 On the problems of the study of emotions in antiquity (and an excellent summary of actual emo-
tion theory) see STEINERT 2020: 410–417; SONIK 2023: 27–50.

16 Five selected Akkadian words for fear/anxiety have been studied by SVÄRD et al. 2020: 470–502.
See further STEINERT 2020: 441–447 and STEINERT 2023: 64–67. On Egypt see EICKE 2020: 25–51.
Regarding the lexicology of Hebrew, the current lexica have been summarized by KIPFER 2016.

17 STEINERT 2020: 417.
18 STEINERT 2020 rightly points out, that a number of terms includes bodily symptoms of fear, such

as trembling (galātu and parādu), throbbing of the heart (nakādu and tarāku), or sleeplessness (dalāḫu
and dalāpu). The same is true for Hebrew, see KIPFER 2016: 23–25. 32–46 (pḥd, ḥyl, yr’, ḥrd, and other
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dynamic, contagious, inter-personal nature of fear/anxiety, and its external manifesta-
tions was comprehended. Thus, these semantic and linguistic investigations of the
fear/anxiety vocabulary of ancient Near Eastern languages have elaborated what has
already been formulated above as a premise of modern emotion research: The ancient
fear/anxiety vocabulary (1) does not sharply separate or contrast emotion and cognition,
and (2) understands fear/anxiety not only as an internal as well as bodily state, but as an
action effective in social space.19 Thus, in antiquity, a person was never afraid alone.
There were several levels of relationship. On the one hand, there was the relationship
that existed between the one who was afraid and the concrete fear agent or vague anxi-
ety. In addition, there was always a relationship between the one who was afraid and his
social human or divine interaction partners, who perceived this fear/anxiety, evaluated
it and reacted accordingly. Since ancient oriental people were connected on the horizon-
tal level with their family and fellow human beings, and on the vertical level with their
gods, one’s fear/anxiety was thus related to human as well as divine interaction partners.
In personal fear management, one could turn to both.
Fear/anxiety could be understood as force or agent of human, royal or supernatural

origin, that produced specific experiences or physical sensations in the affected person,
thus, conceptualizing the human body as container (fear/anxiety filling the body) or as
target20 of agents of fear (fear/anxiety overwhelming, hunting or narrowing a person).
This conceptualization is true for Ancient Near Eastern and Biblical texts. However,
while in Ancient Near Eastern texts demons, evil spirits/ghosts and sorcery play a prom-
inent role as fear agents, the monotheistic view of the Hebrew Bible reduces the fear
agents in a significant manner: Apart from human hostile fear agents, Yhwh is the only
supernatural fear agent who causes diseases, defeat and distress. But even if the Hebrew
Bible re-arranges traditional feeling rules by taking away the fear of demons and spirits
from the individual, the extensive practice of making and using amulets, which is doc-
umented in Palestine/Israel since the Neolithic age and is as continuous and extensive
as in the neighboring cultures, shows that the inhabitants of Israel-Palestine in the first
millennium BCE did not feel at all safe from attacks of evil and demonic forces. The
feeling rules of the Hebrew Bible, according to which people actually had to fear only
rulers, human enemies and Yhwh, are a pure theoretical and theological construct, which
is opposed by the local religious amulet practice, which was directed against evil and
demons (see below). That feeling rules in texts are constructs of their authors is a phe-
nomenon that is not limited to texts of the Hebrew Bible:
In ancient Near Eastern (and Egyptian) royal self-presentation, the role attribution

and feeling rules were quite clear: the king himself feared no one – except his gods. In

roots referring to trembling, shaking, shuddering, hair standing on end, freezing, breath holding, heart
reactions, discoloration of the face, trepidation), and Egyptian, see EICKE 2020. On other Mesopota-
mian words for fear/anxiety see n. 22 below.

19 See KIPFER 2016: 66; STEINERT 2020: 456–8.
20 Following KÖVECSES 1990: 74–79 and 2007: 23, STEINERT 2020: 446 and EICKE 2020: 46–7

refer to fear as a fluid in a bodily container. Critical with regard to the Hebrew Bible is KIPFER 2016:
52 and 66. In our view, the container conception does not capture the whole picture. In addition, the
vulnerable body is the target of fear (understood as the weapon of different fear agents), and conse-
quently the language of fear/anxiety applies the imagery of warfare and hunting.
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self-representative media that were produced and approved by kings, rulers and officials
and their representatives (such as e.g. soldiers), the superior human being(s) interacted
with dangerous humans or creatures (see e.g. royal lion hunts) without any fear or anx-
iety. Expressions of fear/anxiety were usually ascribed (in iconography or textual
sources) to enemies and subordinated people.21 In addition, kings – in analogy to deities
– expected from their subordinates the fear of their lord- or kingship.22 This fear had
nothing to do with panic, but included respect, devotion and awe and the awareness of
the sovereign’s unbeatable power and legitimate authority. There was a clear relation-
ship between rulers on the one hand and subordinates, enemies or representatives of the
anti-order (wild beasts) on the other, which located fear on the opposite side. The public
loss of fear/anxiety control and countenance disqualified a ruler and delegitimized him.
His authority was over. Accordingly, a king could be discredited in anti-royal polemics
by attributing fear and panic attacks to him (e.g. 2Kings 6:30). Within the cultural cues
of the Ancient Near East, ancient Near Eastern legitimation of rulership included emo-
tional control and countenance.23 Consequently, a ruler was qualified by fearlessness
and was not allowed to publicly show fear or anxiety towards other humans or animals.
This feeling rule for rulers (and members of the male upper classes) is tangible in the
representational art or representational literature.24 Whether ancient rulers and upper
class men not only tried to behave appropriately according to these emotional norms,
but also to feel appropriately, is difficult to clarify.
In contrast to the royal self-portrayal as a fearless ruler in representative art and lit-

erature, which corresponded to the socially given feeling rules of legitimate rulers, the
ancient Near Eastern (and Egyptian) omen, ritual and amulet practice shows the king

21 The attribution of fear/anxiety to others may also be accompanied by signs of physical symptoms,
e.g. LEICHTY, RINAP 4, Esarhaddon no. 1 iv 85–v 1 (pounding heart, vomiting bile); NOVOTNY/JEFFERS,
RINAP 5, Ashurbanipal 002 (prism E2), iii 1‘‘–2‘‘ (to become like an ecstatic, losing mind); GRAY-
SON/NOVOTNY, RINAP 3, Sennacherib 22 vi 26–32 (involuntary release of urine and excrements); for
all Assyrian royal inscriptions, see http://oracc.museum.upenn.edu.

22 See e.g. pa-lìḫ/pu-luḫ-ti be-lu-ti-ia/LUGAL-ti-ia, LEICHTY, RINAP 4, Esarhaddon no. 1 ii 34.66
or iii 22 and the parallels. See also CAD P sub puluḫtu and sub pirittu and CAD H 150–151 and 1 sub
ḫattu A and ḫa’attu. According to CAD H 151 ḫattu and ḫa’attu refer to fear of panic proportions.
“Like puluḫtu, ḫattu emanates from gods and kings; it is, however, linked to pirittu, which denotes a
sudden and severe attack of fear, and does not reach into the domain of devotion, piety and respect, as
puluḫtu does.” ḫa’attu is caused by witches, ghosts, and implies mortal terror. On palāḫu and its de-
rivatives pulḫu and puluḫtu denoting fear of the king, gods and their numinous radiance see also SVÄRD
et al. 2020: 486–89. Also šaḫtu and šaḫātu denote fear in the sense of being respectful toward the gods
or kings. In contrast, the verbs galātu and parādu and their derivatives were mainly used in omens,
incantations, and healing literature; they were reserved for very specialized scribal use with connection
to medical conditions and divination, see ibid., 492–493. Adāru and its derivatives, ādiru and adru can
be used for terror caused by war, weather and natural events, evil magic, but also include the aspect of
respect (gods, oaths and parents).

23 BERLEJUNG 2017.
24 It was somewhat different with mourning. For public weeping on behalf of a king’s death see

LUUKKO/VAN BUYLAERE, SAA 16, no. 95, on behalf of king Nabonid’s mother Adad-guppi, see
SCHAUDIG 2001: 3.2. 1 III 24–43. The king may also publicly mourn the deaths of family members or
other significant persons, see e.g. David the assassinations of Abner (2Sam 3:32–34), Absalom (2Sam
19:1f), Saul and Jonathan (2Sam 1:12).
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(and members of the upper classes) in permanent need of protection. This need reflects
his fears. The ruler revealed his fears per se only before the gods,25 sometimes even
describing his physical symptoms. In these cases, these physical symptoms were per-
ceived and evaluated by the respective deity and led to corresponding reactions (such as
comfort). Descriptions of this kind construct a highly exclusive and intimate relation-
ship of trust between king and deity, reminiscent of parental care by the gods. Gods are
thus the primary interaction partners in the coping of a king with his fears. Royal fear
management, like all human fear management, needed the help of the gods.26 However,
this fact made the king dependent on his court scholars, prophets, seers and diviners,
who made the divine will known to him and who explained the divine utterings, oracles,
dreams and omens to him. By doing that, they relieved him from his fears and anxieties,
provided him with divine help for correct decision making in internal (appointments of
loyal officials, danger of rebellion) or external (military, diplomatic) political affairs,
religious matters, or providing a personal diagnosis in case of illness, and possible
cures.27 This royal fear management practices reflect a variety of concrete fears: The
fear of doing something wrong, of appointing the wrong staff, of angering the gods (and
thus being guilty oneself), of being/becoming ill, of having unrecognized enemies
around oneself, of being unsafe during or even losing a campaign, of being the target of
demons or witchcraft attacks and of losing control, determined the royal feelings and
actions. If one looks at the royal fear factors that show up in ancient oriental divination,
the fear for one’s own body, the fear because of one’s own fallibility, vulnerability, and
finiteness, unites kings and “normal” people. Unlike normal people, however, royal
fears and anxieties could indeed become “historically powerful”, as the royal reaction
to fear agents led to political decisions that guided the state and the military.
Socially accepted and requested was the ruler’s fear of the gods. Deities were clearly

to be feared by all people, regardless of their social status. The awe-inspiring character
of deities and their numinous character were represented in iconography by the radiate
wreath, in texts by concepts such as the divine shine of terror (puluḫtu) or awe-inspiring
radiance (melammu, Yhwh’s “glory” kāḇôḏ in the Priestly Code and the Book of Eze-
kiel), overwhelming divine light phenomena, and theophanies (e.g. Hab 3).28 Fear of

25 Assurbanipal describes his encounter with the goddess Ištar, before whom he admits his fears and
weeps, see NOVOTNY/JEFFERS, RINAP 5, Ashurbanipal 200: 23–24 (tablet, no royal inscription). Phys-
ical signs of fear in the face of the gods (palpitations and saddened face) are also repeatedly admitted
by Nabonid before the gods in his inscriptions, see SCHAUDIG 2001: 2.12 11 II 52, also 2.13 II 18–19;
2.7 I 13; 2.9 1 I 23.

26 Supportive prophetic oracles start with the “fear-not” formula, indicating that there was fear of
god at the human side, but that the deity would provide assistance, see e.g. PARPOLA, SAA 9, no. 1, 2,
4, 7, or LUUKKO/VANBUYLAERE, SAA 16, no. 60 rev. 14’–15’ corresponding to biblical language (yr’)
e.g. Isa 41:10; 43:1; 2Chr 20:15; (plural) Isa 44:8. On the topic see NISSINEN 2003.

27 See e.g. the tamītu queries to the sun- and storm gods, cf. LAMBERT 2007, or the oracle queries to the
sungod in Sargonid Assyria, STARR, SAA 4. Regarding the health of Esarhaddon and Assurbanipal, STARR,
SAA 4, no. 183–199.276–277. On e.g. Bārûtu rituals as coping strategy, see Grütter in this volume.

28 See e.g. Aššur’s melammu in LEICHTY, RINAP 4, Esarhaddon no. 1 iv 37. Just as the fear of
Aššur fights for the Assyrian king, the fear of Yhwh fights for the people of Israel during the Exodus
and the conquest, see e.g. Ex 15:16; Deut 2:25; 11:25. On Yhwh’s shining appearance and theophanies
see PODELLA 1996 and more recently (with a focus on Hab 3) FILITZ 2020.
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God was a universally (ancient Near Eastern and biblical) human but also a part of the
ruler’s virtue.29 It had to govern the ruler’s actions, since divine wrath had highly ca-
lamitous and fearful consequences for both the ruler and his domain. Also, this fear had
nothing to do with panic, but with honor, respect, and devotion. Thus, fears and anxieties
that emanated from gods, kings (and parents) included the aspects of respect, piety, de-
votion, and giving honor where honor was due.
In the Ancient Near East (including the Bible), impending royal wrath was not

averted by magical means but by appropriate submissive behavior or pleas for mercy.
Divine wrath and its fatal consequences could also be averted by behavior and request
for mercy. In addition, there were the options of addressing the gods with prayers,
offerings, votives, appeasement rituals30 and amulets. These interactions were possi-
ble, because gods and kings were not considered fundamentally hostile to life and
followed a basic norm of behavior that could be relied upon: They usually reacted to
obedience, submission and gifts (= in the cultic sphere votive offerings) with benev-
olence and reward, to disobedience and resistance with wrath and sanctions,31 so that
it was intrinsically up to each person whether or not he had anything to fear from a
ruler or deity. This was quite different for dangers and fear agents such as witches,
spirits of the dead, demons, diseases and nightmares (believed to be caused by demons),
wind and weather storms, accidents, wild animals, enemies, rebels and rivals, as well as
the whole set that stood behind “anything evil”.32 They were considered destructive and
fundamentally hostile to life, and were thus a permanent source of fear. Their attacks
were unpredictable and incalculable, admittedly only possible if the enraged personal
god allowed it or had even sent the attacker themselves (e.g. 1Sam 16:14). In this
respect, all countermeasures against all these uncontrollable damaging forces had to
start with the gods, whose help was the condition sine qua non for a successful de-
fense. This applied to rulers as well as to all people who, in their fear/anxiety and need
for protection, turned to the gods/their personal god as their patron(s), to whom, ac-
cording to the socially accepted feeling rules, fear/respect but also trust had to be paid.

2.2. Amulets in the First Millennium BCE

Amulets which a person wore on his/her body were commonplace since the Neolithic
Age throughout the Near East and the Mediterranean.33 The shape of amulets could vary
considerably: natural objects, e.g. precious and semi-precious stones, shells, plants,
small animals or parts thereof, but also gems/beads, seals, scarabs, scaraboids, conoids
and cowroids (= scaraboids with an elongated base and a back that resembles a stylized
cowrie shell), teardrop-shaped, bulla-shaped or geometrically shaped pendants with
pendant eye/drilling and coins could be used as amulets. Figurative object and image

29 See e.g. “… áš-šú ana-ku pu-luḫ-ti d.EN u d.AG i-du-ú… = Because I know the fear of Bel and
Nabû”, Esarhaddon cf. LEICHTY, RINAP 4, Esarhaddon no. 1 iii 66–67. On the fear of God in the Old
Testament see LASATER 2019.

30 See the contributions of Gaitzsch and Gonnermann in this volume.
31 On human sin and divine sanction see BERLEJUNG 2021.
32 On incantations against “anything evil” (mimma lemnu), see e.g. FINKEL 1976, against “evil spir-

its” (utukki lemnuti), see GELLER 2016.
33 For the following see BERLEJUNG 2015; BERLEJUNG 2022.
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amulets are depicting an item, a human body or parts of it, plants, animals, astral, solar,
lunar or symbols referring to special divinities or to any superhuman power. Within
these figurative amulets there is a considerable number of pieces with short Egyptian
religious inscriptions, known from the LBA until the Hellenistic period.34 Combinations
of anthropomorphic and theriomorphic elements as well as isolated hieroglyphs come
from Egypt. Images of demons could be used as amulets as well (see below Pazuzu and
Lamaštu). The iconography of amulets in the Southern Levant was influenced primarily
by Egypt, but Mesopotamian, Syrian or local elements35 can also be identified.
Another type of ancient amulets are textual amulets consisting of a powerful text or

charm. This specific type is attested in Mesopotamia (since the Archaic period, increas-
ing from the end of the third mill. BCE), Egypt (from the 12th Dyn.), Syria (9th cent.
BCE), Phoenicia (from the 7th/6th cent. BCE), and Palestine/Israel. They can combine
iconic elements with the script such as the two limestone amulets from Arslan Tash (7th/6th
cent. BCE),36 the bronze pendant from Tyre (third cent. BCE?),37 or the example dis-
cussed below.
The external shape of ancient textual amulets can be classified into three main types:
1. gems/pearls, cylinder-seal-like and clay bulla-like or geometrically shaped objects

that have a device so that they can be worn on a thread,
2. small writing tablets made of clay, stone or metal with a hanging device (originat-

ing from Mesopotamia),
3. rolls/lamellae of thin metal sheet, linnen or papyrus, kept in metal capsules with a

hanging device (originating from Egypt). Papyrus and linnen can also be folded if nec-
essary. In Phoenicia they are only attested from the 7th/6th cent. BCE and later,38 in Pal-
estine/Israel only in later periods. The famous two silver lamellae from Ketef Hinnom
(6th–4th cent. BCE)39 are part of this amuletic tradition. They can probably be considered
as the missing link to the later Tefillin, mentioned on an Aramaic papyrus acquired 1906
at Luxor/Egypt (ca. 300 BCE).40 This assessment of the first appearance of inscribed,
rolled or folded metal lamellae in Palestine/Israel is not shaken by the recent publication
of the small, folded lead metal sheet from Mt. Ebal.41 Basically, the origin of the piece,
its removal from Mt. Ebal as well as its publication are highly problematic, as applicable
international law has been violated. Apart from that, the piece is not clearly datable, as
it comes from a dump pile of Adam Zertal’s 1982–1989 excavations. An international
team performed X-ray tomographic measurements and claimed to identify an inscription
inside the folded sheet. However, even if now photographs of these efforts have been

34 HERRMANN 2006:40; 48.
35 E.g. amulets in the shape of a stick of bone (decorated with circles) which can be interpreted as a

club (against demons?) are a local product of Iron Age IA–IIC Israel/Palestine.
36 PARDEE 1998, on amulet 1 from Arslan Tash see BERLEJUNG 2010.
37 SCHMITZ 2002.
38 QUILLARD 1979, 1987 and 2013.
39 On this dating see BERLEJUNG 2008a; BERLEJUNG 2008b. Disregarding palaeographic and ortho-

graphic arguments, BARKAY 1992; BARKAY/LUNDBERG et al. 2003 and 2004 proposed the dating to
the 7th/6th cent. BCE which has been widely accepted, and defended once more (who did not discuss
the full range of my arguments) by SMOAK 2016: 14–16.

40 PORTEN/YARDENI 1993: C 3.28 Col. 9:106.
41 STRIPLING/GALIL et al. 2023.
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published, nothing is clearly readable. Therefore, the proposed reading of the “signs” as
a curse formular mentioning the God of Israel Yhw, the attribution of these “signs” to
Hebrew, the dating of this “inscription” to the 13th cent. BCE or even older, and the
proposal that the item would be an early defixio disregard a full set of scientific stand-
ards. There is no way from this folded lead sheet to the textual amulets of the Iron Age. If
the inside should really be inscribed, what still has to be proved, the item could belong to
(depending on the content of the inscription) the lead amulets or lead defixiones of the
Graeco-Roman or even later periods. However, there are good arguments to follow
Amihai Mazar, Aren M. Maeir and Christopher Rollston who doubted that the item is an
inscribed object and identified it as a lead fishing-net weight.42
That said, in the following paragraphs we will focus on text, inscribed figurative ob-

ject and image amulets of the first millennium BCE of the Southern Levant which pro-
vide us with some informations about ancient fears and anxieties. For an overview of
the possible inscription types see 2.3.
In the ancient Near East (including the Southern Levant and Egypt) the sale of amu-

lets took place at sanctuaries. The amulets could be locally produced or imported. Trav-
elling merchants who sold amulets are difficult to document archaeologically, but their
existence can be assumed by the distribution of e.g. Egyptian and Egyptianizing amulets
in the whole Mediterranean area. In addition, the trade in amulets can be seen as an
economic factor, which secured temple income and employed craftsmen, workshops,
stores and merchants.
While the textual sources from Mesopotamia and Egypt clearly attest to the practice

that the production, handing over or disposal of amulets were connected with rituals,
sources about this practice in the Southern Levant are lacking. At least, the existence of
professional amulet producers can be assumed. The more complex an amulet is, the
higher the demands made upon its maker. Inscribed amulets had the clear advantage of
being able to specify the purpose of the amulet, to mention the amulet owner and his
deity by name and thus to individualize the piece. However, their production required
not only a craftsman, but also scribal training or the collaboration with a scribe.
If one had acquired an amulet for oneself or for giving away, its owner wore it on the

body, mostly as a necklace or a chain on the wrist. It was hardly ever taken off by its
owner during his lifetime, and was so closely and physically connected with him/her
that one gave it to him/her in case of death as part of the personal possessions with the
grave or burned it with the corpse at cremations.43 Graves or houses are therefore the
primary archaeological sites of the pieces.44

42MAZAR 2023; MAEIR/ROLLSTON 2023.
43 Thus, the majority of the amulets in burials (except some typical grave amulets such as e.g. heart

scarabs) were not primarily produced for grave contexts, but were part of the personal property of the
deceased person during his/her lifetime. This is especially true for textual amulets which were individ-
ualized by name and could not be transferred to others within the family. Contra SMOAK 2016: 52–58
who associates the blessing of the Ketef Hinnom amulets with death and stretches the amulets’ protec-
tion into the world to come. If this would be true, the amulets would have been kept in close proximity
with the deceased person, and not cleared away to the repository.

44 See the discussion in QUACK 2022: 12–19.
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62–63
Teaching of Ptahhotep

57, 66
The Fight for the Benefice of Amun

62–63
The Lebensmüde 5

Ancient Near Eastern Sources

AMT
– 7/1 (K. 9790) iii' 1'–12'

121, 144
– 7/1, K. 11785 122
– 32/1 rev. 4–5 127, 145

BAM
– 183: 27–33 125, 144
– 202 126
– 205 rev. 3'–5' 127, 145
– 311: 1'–22' 122
– 316 ii 5'–25' 123

– 316 iii 8'–12', 13'–16'
122

– 317 rev. 13–21, 24–26
122

– 320 rev. 12'–14' 127, 145
– 367: 15–16 124, 144
– 372 ii 15 123
– 373 ii 2 123
– 373 ii 1–5 121, 144
– 375 ii 46–47 124, 144
– 375 122, 124–125, 144
– 376 124–125, 128–129, 144–146
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– 377 iii 16–18 129
– 377 iii 20–23 129
– 384 rev. 1–7 129, 146
– 400 121–122, 129, 144, 146
– 400 ii 10' 121, 144
– 400 iii 1 129, 146
– 420 iii 1–3 125, 144
BM
– 137497 17
– 139661 17
– 32279 iv 31'–vi 13'

124
– 32279 v 14'–18' 129, 146
– 40183+ rev. 25'–27'

126
– 56148+ iii 25–43 122, 124–125, 129 144, 146
– 64147 and dupl 123

CMAwRo
– 2.5.1,18′ 151, 155
– 2.5.4,8 155
– 7.10.1.1:203′′′′–213′′′′

148
– 3.4.1:11–19 148
– 3.4.2:10–16 148
CTMMA 2, 32 iii 15–17

129, 146

Enmerkar and the Lord of Arata
45

Epic of Gilgamesh 44, 153, 159–160
ETCSL
– 1.1.3 l. 250–266 153
– c.1.4.1 118
– t.1.6.2 134–135

Hulbazizi 19

Iddin–Dagan A, 186 155
Inanna’s/Ištar’s Descent to the Netherworld

118

K. 11785 obv. 1'–7' 122, 144
K. 2409+ vi 5–11 129–130, 146
K. 2409+ vi 12–19 130
K. 3010+ iii 29'–35' 129
K. 3010+ iv 1–12 129, 146
K. 3937+ col. 2: 5' 122, 144
KAR
– 252 iv 5–7 (Assur Dream Ritual Compen-
dium) 129–130, 146

– 282 17
Kiš 1930, 143+175 h 155

LAOS 4
– 18,33 156
– 19 (=VAT 10101) 155–156
Lugale 134–136, 140
Multābiltu Tablet 2 CT 20 43–48: I 59–61

103

Namburbi 15, 17, 131, 147–148, 150
Nīš Libbi F 26–28,147–148,151,154,161

RINAP
– 3, Sennacherib 22 vi 26–32

6
– 4, Esarhaddon no. 1 ii 34.66

6
– 4, Esarhaddon no. 1 iii 66–67

8
– 4, Esarhaddon no. 1 iv 85–v 1

6
– 5, Ashurbanipal 002 (prism E2), iii 1''–2''

6
– 5, Ashurbanipal 200:23–24

7

SAA
– 4 18, 13 111
– 4 20, 10 111
– 4 23, 11 111
– 4 43, 4–12 107
– 4 79, 14 111
– 4 183–199 7
– 4 276–277 7
– 4 267, 9 111
– 4 321 105–113
– 4 322 105–113
– 9 1, 2, 4, 7 7
– 16 60 rev. 14’–15’ 7
Spell of Nudimmud 45
SpTU
– 2, No. 22+ 122–123
– 2, No. 22 + SpTU 3, No. 85 i 46–51

123
– 2, No. 22 + SpTU 3, No. 85 ii 1–5, ii 1–12

122, 124, 137, 144
– 3, No. 83 obv. 5'–6'

126
STT
– 95 (+) 295 iv 145–148

122
– 280 ii 1–9,25–28 127
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Ugaritic Sources

Baʽlu-Cycle 34 RS 25.457 15

Northwest Semitic Sources

KH1: 9–10 20 KH2: 4–5 20

Coptic Sources

Apophthegmata Patrum Sahidic 124: Orsi-
sius 1 269

Brit. Lib. Or. 6796 (2), (3), (1)
273

Leiden, ms. AMS 9 (Prayer and Exorcism of
Gregory) 268–269, 273

P. Anastasi 9 268
P. Mich. 593 (ACoptic Wizard’s Hoard)

269, 273
P. Mich. 3565 270

Pistis Sophia 1.2 271

Greek Sources

Metaphrasis martyria sanctae Tatianae 6
271

P. Oxy. VIII 1151 271

Sortes Astrampsychi 65

Vienna G 337 269, 271–274
– Rainer 1 269, 271–274

Ancient Writers

Josephus
Antiquities
– 1.109–110 40

– 1.114 40
– 6.166 206
– 6.168 205

Syriac Sources

Book of Protection 260–261
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Names of Rulers

Ashurbanipal 6–7, 101, 107–112, 151

Bilgamesh, see Gilgameš

Darius 250
David 6, 184, 191, 204–207, 209–211, 250

Enmerkar 45
Esarhaddon 6–8, 107

Gilgameš 44, 153, 159–160, 241

Hammurapi, 128, 132–133
Hezekiah 160

Inaros 51, 56, 60

Marduk-nādin-aḫḫē 128

Nabonid 6–7
Narām-Sîn 133, 154, 156
Nebuchadnezzar 132, 183
Nimrod 40

Petubastis 62
Ptolemy VIII 94

Ramses III 14

Sennacherib 6, 33, 156
Senusret III 93
Seti I 90
Solomon 160, 204, 241

Tutankhamun 54

Names of Gods, Angels & Demons

Abrasax 167
Achem-Falcon 77
Adad 6, 104
Adōnaei 273
Allah 65
alû-demon 33, 125
Amun 62
An/Anu/Anum 136
Anubis 18
Anzagar 130
Apophis 74
‘Azriel 182
Atum 96

Bastet 16, 74, 80, 82, 91–92, 96
Bel 8
Bes 16, 59

Dēv Ziana 248–250, 254
Djeba 55

Ea 54, 57, 63, 65, 79, 130, 136
Enki 153
Enkidu 44, 153, 156
Enlil 44–45, 136, 160
Erra 17
Eru 131
Ešmun 11–12, 14

Gabriel 170, 212
God of the Forest 128
God of the Night 128
grylloi 272
Gula 136

Hapi 64
Harbiel 182
Harpocrates 13
Ḥašmal 246
Hathor 16, 54, 76–77
Horus 16, 18–19, 75–77, 87, 93, 95–96, 244



Horus great of power 96
Humbaba 44

Imhotep 56
Inanna 155–156
Isis 16, 18–19, 56, 59, 76
Isis-Hathor-Mut 16
Ištar 7, 44, 118, 127, 129, 145

Jesus 65, 244, 261, 273

Khenty 56
Khonsu 59

Lamaštu 9, 15, 17, 19, 21
Leviathan 34, 247, 250–251
Lilith 21, 183, 240, 247–250, 259–260
Lord of the Steppe 128

Maat 55–56, 60, 74, 94
Manlaḫarban 106–107
Manlaḫarbanuni 106–108
Marduk 127–128, 130–131, 145
Mevakkalta 259
Michael 170, 212
Mut 16, 50

Nabû 8
Nefertem 18
Neith 62
Ninurta 133–135, 156

Osiris 56

Pataikos 16
Pazuzu 9, 15, 17, 19, 21

Pre 62
Ptah 170

Ra/Re 5, 13, 54, 60, 62–63, 73–74, 91, 93,
95, 112, 140, 151, 153–155, 219, 249

Raphael 170, 212

Sāmānu 21
Šamaš 104, 111
Sekhmet 14, 16, 18, 56, 61, 71–83, 85, 88–89,
91–94

Semamit 240
Shai 55
Shamhat 153
Shekhina 169–170
Sîn 126, 133, 154, 156
Smamit 184, 191
Sobek 56, 58
Sungod 7, 108
Supporter-of-Evil-demon 128, 133

Taweret 97
Tefnut 74
Thoth 244

Uriel 170

Wind-demons (lilû, lilītu, ardat lilû) 126

Yah/Yhw/Yhwh 5, 7, 10, 20, 29, 32, 34–45,
167, 185, 210–211, 228–229

Zababa 156
Zarpanītu 131

Personal Names

Aaron 158
Abel 37
Ablanatanalba 209
Abner 6
Abram 40, 187
Absalom 6
Abuna son of Geribta 251
Adad-guppi 6
Adam 9
Ādarōy 240
Aǧabeyli 235

Aḥat 249
Aḥay 249–250
Alō 270–271
Amihai 10
Amunnenshi 61
Anastasia 271
Angelos 50
Ankh-ef-en-amun 49
Aqemu 207–208
Arpagaus 77, 87–91, 93, 95, 97
Arsinoe 229

Index of Names288



Asakku 135
Asari 130
Ashmedai 250

Benenata 181, 203, 209
Bourdieu 2, 241

Cain 37–38 43–44 229
Caleb 147
Camus 71, 83

Dukhtoy 249

Em-rabban 207–208
Enoch 253
Ešmun-yaton 11–12, 14
Esther 182
Euphmia 271
Eva 37
Ezekiel 7, 182

Freud 149

Geribta 251
Goliath 209–210
Gušnazdukh 250

Heidegger 2
Hor-son-of-Paneshe 64
Hor-son-of-the-Nubian-woman 64

Iba 251
Imhotep 56
Immay 11
Iōannia 271
Ioannis 181, 203
Itai 250

Jacob 182, 187, 194
Jesse 206
John 203, 209
Jonathan 6
Josephus 40, 205–206
Joshua 229

Kaštaritu 107
Kiṣir-Aššur 118
Kometisa 183
Kopitai 251
Kyra Marian 212–214, 227–228

Leontina 181
Libbāli-šarrat 110

Mādukh 240
Mākhusrō 240–241
Mar Babi 261
Mar Cyprian 261
Mar George 261
Mar Sassan 261
Mar Simon Peter 261
Marai 250
Marat Nashaia 212, 214, 227–228
Marcellina 181
Marian 212–214, 227–228
Martha 183
Maxima 226
Miriam 158, 181
Moses 181, 187, 189, 210–212

Nanukh 250
Naqi’a 110
Narsōy 240–241
Nashaia 212, 214, 227–228
Nebrod 40
Noah 38–39
Nonna 181

Pabaq 251
Ptahirdis 62

Qurdas 250

Rabbi Elazar 182
Rabbi Joshua bar Peraḥya 183
Ramiel 210

Samuel 206
Saul 6, 184, 191, 204–207
Šerua-ēṭirat 110
Setna 51, 59–60, 64
Shapir 169
Shapira 169
Shappira 168–171, 173
Shema 170
Shenoute 54, 65
Shim’on 168–171, 173–175

Ur-di-Imen-niut 56
Uta-napišti 44

Index of Names 289



Wah-ib-Ra-machi 62–63

Yose 224

Zakutu 110
Zenobia 224
Zutai 251

Topographical Names

Akkad 45
Aleppo 207
Almuñecar 11
Amalek 188
Amarna 50, 53, 87, 182, 202–203, 220
America 267
Antas 13
Arslan Tash 9, 17, 19
Ashdod 11
Asia Minor 270
Assur 7, 106, 117–118, 121, 124–126, 129–
130, 134, 146, 151, 153–155, 257

Assyria 7, 105, 107–111, 117–118, 190

Babylon 117, 122, 125, 132
Babylonia 117–118, 125–126, 180, 183, 185
Bakhtan 59
Bet-Shean 15, 19
Bet-Shemesh 19
Bubastis 91
Byblos 12

Cairo 60, 209, 213, 215
Canaan 213
Cubur 45
Cush 42

Damascus 186
Deir el-Medina 87
Dendera 87

Eden 34, 36–37, 41–44
Edfu 71–72, 75–77, 79, 82, 85, 87, 90–91,
94–98

Egypt 4, 9–10, 13–14, 16, 18–21, 49–51, 53–
55, 59–66, 71–75, 77–80, 82–83, 85, 89,
93, 96, 159–160, 171, 173, 182, 201–203,
220, 262, 267, 269–270, 273

El-Amarna, see Amarna
Esna 78
Euphrates 257
Europe 73
Galilee 235

Gebelein 55
Genizah 209, 213, 215
Georgia 166, 201
Gihon 42
Golan Heights 235

Hamazi 45
Ḥorvat Kanaf 235
Ḥorvat Meroth 235
Horvat Qitmit 15

Iran 257
Iraq 201, 257
Israel 5, 7, 9–10, 16, 73, 80, 83, 158, 166,
169–170, 185, 189, 191, 201, 206, 211,
213, 219, 271

Jerusalem 42, 185, 197, 207, 229
Jordan 201

Kafr Ammar 87
Karnak 72
Ketef Hinnom 9–10, 12, 20, 229
Khirbet Wadi Ḥamam 235
Khuzistan 257
Kišassu 107
Kom Ombo 52
Kuyunjik 105

Lachish 79–81, 156
Lebanon 263
Levant 4, 9–10, 15, 21, 71–73, 79–83
Luxor 9

Maḥanayim 182, 187
Malta 18
Martu 45
Medes 107
Mediterranean 8, 10, 16, 166, 231, 270
Megiddo 15
Mesopotamia 4, 9–10, 12, 14–15, 17, 19, 21,
101, 103–104, 112, 117–118, 149, 155–
156, 159, 239, 263–264
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Mesopotamian 5, 9, 15, 17, 19, 32, 45, 101,
103, 112, 117–123, 125–127, 129, 131–
133, 135–140, 145, 147–148, 152, 154–
155, 243–244, 257

Middle Egypt 79, 270
Mt. Ebal 9
Mt. Sinai 213
Mtskheta 235

Nahal Guvrin 15
Near East 1, 4, 6, 8, 10, 15, 35, 39, 149, 152–
154, 160, 262–263, 270

Nile 53
Nineveh 105, 108, 110, 117, 121–122, 125
Nippur 160, 263
Nubia 64

Palestine 5, 9, 16, 61, 179–180, 185, 212–
213, 231

Philae 78
Phoenicia 9, 13

Qau el-Kebir 79
Qumran 253

Rome 201, 220

Saba 169
sea 39, 137, 145, 184, 186, 192, 210–212,
248–251

Sepphoris 226, 231, 235
Shephelah 15
Sippar 117, 121, 154
Sumer 45
Syria 9, 17, 201, 235
Syro-Mesopotamia 17

Tel Azekah 16, 81
Tell el-Farՙa (South) 79
Teqoa’ 235
Thebes 50
Tigris 153, 257
Turkey 235
Tyre 9, 19

Ugarit 15
Upper and Lower Egypt 19
Upper Galilee 235
Ur 45, 156
Uruk 19, 44, 117, 122

Zincirli 15
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Index of Words

Akkadian

aban 128, 132, 134, 145–146
aban bālti 130, 146
aban gilitti 132–133
aban lamassi 146
abnu šikinšu 132–133
abukkatu 126
adāru 6, 44, 121–122
ādiru 6
adru 6
aktam 123, 144
alallu 123, 134, 144
alluḫappu 125, 132
alû 33, 125
amāri 123, 129
amašmû 145
amēlānu 123
amēlu 121–123, 125–128, 132–134, 144, 152
anūnu 127
anunūtu 126
anzaḫḫu 122, 128, 145
ardat lilû 126
(w)arāqu 134
(w)arqu 128, 133–134, 146
arrabu 127
ašāgu 127
ašgikû 134
āšipu 118
ašpû 128, 130, 145–146
atā’išu 129, 152, 155
atbaru 127
ayyartu 130, 145–146
azallû 127

(aban) baḫrê 145
baltu 127
bārûtu 7, 101–105, 108–109, 111–113
bennu 125–126, 128
būšānu 129

dadānu 123, 144
dalāḫu 4

dalāpu 4
di’u 125
diliptu 131
dimmakurrû 126
dušû 128, 146

e’ru 126–127
ebbu 136
elikulla 123
ellu 136
emesallu 129
engisû 123, 137, 144
erēnu 127
erkulla 123
erû peṣû 129
erû zikaru 146
ešmekku 122

galātu 4, 6, 125–126
gilittu 124–125, 127–128, 131–133, 145
ginâ adir 123, 144
ginâ šūdur 123
gišnugallu 122, 145

ḫaḫê utūni 122
ḫarmunu 127
ḫašḫūr api 152, 155
ḫašû 127
ḫattu 6, 126, 128, 146
ḫâṭu 124
ḫay(y)attu 6, 124–125, 128, 133–134, 144
ḫilibû 130, 133, 146
ḫīp(i) libbi 122, 137
ḫulālu 123, 130–131, 135, 144, 146
ḫuluḫḫu 122, 137, 145

idirtu 132
igdanallut 125–127, 144
imbu’ tâmti 122–123, 137
imḫur-ešrā 123
imḫur-līm 123



īn nūni 134
īn ṣerri 134, 145
ina mayyālīšu igdanallut 144
inanziq 123
iṣ pišri 123
ittidû 132

kabūt Šēriš 145
kapāṣu 145
karān šēlebi 126
kasû 122, 124–125, 127, 133, 135, 137, 144–
145

kišādu 118
kišpū 122–123
kūru 125, 131
kuṣaru 118
kutpû 122, 145

lā ṭūb libbi 131
lā ṭūb šīrī 131
lamassu 128, 130, 134, 146
lemnu 8, 19, 124–125
lemutti 8, 123, 128
libbu 106, 123, 127, 147, 151–155
lilītu 126
lilû 126
lišān kalbi 130
lulal 19
luludanītu 133
lumun 123, 128–130

marḫallu 123, 144
mašmaššu 118
maštakal 123, 127
melammu 7
mêlu 118, 122, 126, 130
mišittu 125
mukīl-rēš-lemutti 128
muššaru 128, 137, 145, 146
muššaru zaqānu 146
mūṣu 128, 135, 145–146

namru 136, 144
nēmedu 125
(ya)nību 130, 146
nikiptu 127, 133
nīš libbi 147–148, 151–155, 161
nissatu 125, 131

palāḫu 6, 44, 125
pallišu 124, 127, 134–135, 144

pappardilû 122–123, 128, 130, 133, 137,
144, 146

parādu 4, 6, 125–126
pardu 126
parūtu 123, 144
parzillu 127, 145–146
pirittu 6, 122, 124–129, 131–132, 145–146
puluḫti melammīya 135
puluḫtu 6–8, 122, 124

qūlu 131

rābiṣu 124

sābu aban gilittu 132
sābu 132–133
saḫḫû 130, 146
sāmti kasî 144–145
sāmtu 123, 135, 144, 146
sāmu 133
sekret ekalli 110
sīḫu 106, 127
sikillu 127, 130
sû 122, 124–125, 133–135, 137, 144–145

šadânu 126–127, 131, 144–146
šadânu ṣābitu 126, 144–146
šaḫātu 6
šaḫtu 6
šarru 106, 128–129, 156
šīḫu 155–156
šubû arqu 128, 134, 146
šubû 128, 130–131, 134, 146
šūdur 121, 123, 144
šunāti lemnēti dummuqu 128–129
šunātu pardātu 124, 128
šunnê lilli 145
šunû 127
šuruppû 125, 128
šuttu 123, 129

ṣalmu 145–146
ṣurru arqu 146
ṣurru namru 144
ṣurru ṣalmu 145–146
ṣurru 123, 127–128, 130, 134, 144–146

takṣīru 118, 130
tāmītu 7, 107–108
tarāku 4
tarmuš 123, 127
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taskarinnu 123, 144
tugallitanni 135
turminabandû 128, 132–133, 146

ṭurru 118, 124–125, 127

ugallu 19
uqnû 123, 127, 135, 145–146
uridimmu 130
urrīqu 130, 134, 146

uštaddar 123
uštannaḫ 123
ušû 129

warāqu 134

zalāqu 122–123, 130, 137, 144, 146
zaqānu 128, 136, 146
zibītu 145

Arabic

فَتىً 214

Coptic

ⲡⲣⲟⲥⲉⲩⲭⲏ 268

ⲣⲁⲛ 273
ⲣϩⲟⲧⲉ 269, 273

ⲧⲉⲩⲧⲣⲁⲛⲟⲙⲟⲥ 270

ⲱⲃ 269

ⲫⲩⲗⲁⲕⲧⲏⲣⲓⲟⲛ 268–269

ⲥⲧⲱⲧ 273
ϣⲧⲟⲣⲧⲣ 270

ϩⲟⲧⲉ 268–270, 273–274

ϭⲟⲛ 273
ϭⲱⲣϩ 269

ϫⲓⲛ 273

Demotic

snD 52

Hjt/Htj.t 52
HnwH(j.t) 52

Skll.t 52

gwA(.t) 52

Egyptian

Aa 52, 77, 96

jAd.t 77, 88, 91
jAd.t rnp.t 77, 88, 91
Jtm 96
jdr 95

anx 77
aXm 77
aSmt 77

w3D 76, 79

b3w 18
BAst.t 96
bjk 77

mAa.t 55, 59
mAX 52
mss 52
mkj 95
mdw 80
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nb/nb.t 52, 77
nbjt 77
nHH 96
nśr 77

Hr 96
@r aA-pH.tj 96
Hr-n-Hr 52
Htp 96

xwj 77

Xnw 96

sA 88, 91, 95–97
smn ἰwa(.t) 77–78
sn-tA 58
snj 77
snb 87, 91, 95–96, 98
snD 52

srx 77
sHtp 85, 89–90, 95, 98
sHtp-¤xm.t 85, 89–90, 98
sxm.t 72, 85, 89–90, 98

cnDt 77
Cxmt 77
cdAdA(t) 77

SAj 55
StA 96

tA 59
tAwj 77

D.t 96
DbA 55
Dd 80

Greek

ἁγίους 273
ΑΛΛΗΛΟΥΙΑ 236
ἄνθρωποι 271

γελῶντα φοβερά 269
gignōskō/ginōskō 249

δείδια/δείδω 269, 272, 274
δευτερονομος 270

καθαρὸς 158
κυρίος, 206, 230

ὅρκους 273

πνεῦμα 271

τοῦ φόβου τοῦ παρὰ τοῦ θεοῦ 40

φοβερός 271, 273–274
φοβέω 269
φρίσσω 272, 274

Hebrew

אָדָמָה 38–39
הִים אֱ 37–38
אֵימָה 33
אָרוּר 38

בהל 33
בעת 33

גור 33–34
געש 32

דאג 33

דחל 33

המם 33

חיל 32
חרד 32
חתת 39, 33

טעם 30

יגר 33
ידע 30, 36
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צבאות יהוה 184–185, 194
ירא 29, 31–32, 34–35, 39, 45
ישראל 185, 187, 189, 191

מוג 32–33
מוט 32
מסס 33

נוט 32
נוע 32, 38
נתן 39

סמר 32

ערץ 33

פלץ 32

פתאים 196, 212–214
פתי 213–214

צרר 33

קוץ 33
קמע 227–228

ראה 30
רגז 32
קדישה רוח 184, 206

שטן 197
שלום 224
שער 32

Latin

gnarus 249

Northwest Semitic

brk 19

nṣr 19

šmr 19

Sanskrit

gna 249

Sumerian

AN.TA.ŠUB.BA 124–125, 137
AN.ZAḪ.BABBAR 145
AN.ZAḪ.GE6 145

BALAG.GÁ 145
BIL.ZA.ZA 152

DINGIR 104, 124
DUMU 106
DUR 124

EN 8, 124
EŠ.MEŠ 152

GAR 124

gišḪASḪUR.gišGI 152
gišEREN 152
gišGIDRU 155
GÚ 124
GU]R 152

ḪUL ŠÀ TUK.TUK 124

Ì.GIŠ 152
IGI MUŠ 134
IGI.BAR 152
IM.KIŠIB 17

KA.INIM.MA 129
KALAM 156
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KI AD6 152
KI NÍ 124
KI.MIN 152
KUR 106

LUGAL 6, 106, 156

MUNUS 152
MUŠ.GÍR 145

NA BI 152
NA4 dLAMMA 146
NA4 MUŠ BABBAR 126, 144
NA4 MUŠ SA5 126, 144
NA4 TÉŠ 146
NA4.MEŠ DIŠ NA 124
na4AMAŠ.MÚ.A 145
na4AN.BAR 145–146
na4AN.ZAḪ 145
na4AN.ZAḪ.BABBAR 145
na4BABBAR.DILI 124, 144, 146
na4DU8.ŠI.A 146
na4DÚR.MI.NA.BÀN.DA 146
na4EN.GI.SA6 124, 144
na4GIŠ.NU11.GAL 135, 145
na4GUG GAZIsar 124, 135, 144, 145
na4GUG 124, 135, 144, 146
na4ḪI.LI.BA 146
na4IGI MUŠ 145
na4KALAG.GA 135
na4KUR-nu DAB 144–146
na4MUŠ.GÍR 146
(na4)NÍG.BÙR.BÙR 144
na4NÍR 124, 144, 146
na4ŠUBA SIG7 128, 134, 146

na4ŠUBA 124, 128, 134, 144, 146
na4šu-u 135
na4ZA.GÌN 145–146, 135
na4ZÁLAG 124, 144, 146
na4ZÚ GE6 145–146
na4ZÚ SIG7 146
na4ZÚ.ZÁLAG 124
ní-me-lám-ĝu10 135
NU 152

PA 145–146

SAL.LA 137, 144
SIG7 152

ŠÀ 106, 152
ŠÀ.ZI.GA 152
ŠU.U NÍTA 145
ŠURUN dGUD 145

TE 152

udug 133
udug-hul 133
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