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Introduction – The Many Faces of Antioch 

Susanna Elm 

Between 350 and 450, Antioch on the Orontes was, as any cursory reading of 
Libanius’s works reveals, a flourishing metropolis.1 The aftermath of the 
city’s third century crisis had been mostly overcome and many of the struc-
tures then damaged had been rebuilt at least in part. Antioch’s standing as 
imperial residence, by then already established, became preeminent from 
Diocletian onward, with more emperors residing in the city for longer than in 
all other residences combined.2 Antioch continued to be the administrative 
center of the region, now the seat of the comes Orientis in addition to that of 
the consularis Syriae, and since the city was the staging post for successive 
military campaigns against the new and newly aggressive Sassanians in Per-
sia, it also housed the highest military commander in the East, the magister 
militum per Orientem, and his staff. Antioch, always privileged thanks to its 
location as the gateway from the East to the Mediterranean and vice-versa to 
Palestine and Egypt as well as the regions between the Euphrates and the 
Tigris, rose to real prominence during the fourth and early fifth century, con-
tributing to and profiting from the economic boom of its vast Syrian hinter-
lands.3 

The century between 350 and 450 thus witnessed a robust revival. Antioch 
competed head to head with Alexandria, Milan, and Rome, outpacing the 
slowly rising Constantinople, and attracted courtiers, teachers, students, 
philosophers, and poets from everywhere and from all religious backgrounds, 
becoming a true magnet for the elites from all walks of life of the later 
                           

1 The present volume assembles papers presented at a conference on Antioch held at the 
Kloster Kappel am Albis from July 9–12, 2014. For their indispensable contributions to 
this volume the editors would like to thank Samuel C. Zinsli and Clara A. Leon. The con-
ference and this volume have been supported by the Swiss National Foundation, the 
University of Zurich, the Programm für Chancengleichheit of the University of Zurich, the 
Sidney H. Ehrman Fund, and the Department of History at the University of California at 
Berkeley. 

2 Expositio totius mundi et gentium 23 (SC 124, 160 Rougé). 
3 Antioch’s territory was vast, comprising about 7,000 square kilometers, see Andrea U. 

De Giorgi, Ancient Antioch: From the Seleucid Era to the Islamic Conquest, Cambridge: 
Cambridge University Press, 2016, 67–132, 172–175; Michael Decker, Tilling the Hateful 
Earth: Agriculture in the Early Byzantine East, Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2010. 
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Roman Empire. If there was a complete prosopography of the members of the 
intellectual, military, and administrative elites who we knew resided at An-
tioch either permanently or temporarily during that period, it would be lengthy 
and impressive. To name but a few, between 350 and the earthquake of 458, 
those living at least for some time at Antioch included the young Constan-
tius II, the Caesar Gallus, the emperors Julian, Jovian, and Valens, historians 
such as Festus, Eutropius, Ammianus Marcellinus, and Theodoret of Cyrrhus, 
and other intellectuals such as Libanius, Aetius, Acacius, Eudoxius, Eunomius, 
Apollinaris, Meletius, Flavian, Paulinus, Diodore of Tarsus, John Chrysostom, 
Theodore of Mopsuestia, and many more. Remarkably, we possess writings, 
at times extensive ones, from nearly all of these men, including one of the 
emperors.4 Not surprisingly, many of the most dramatic intellectual debates 
of the late fourth and early fifth century eastern Empire originated in Antioch 
or found their most intense expression there.5 

                           
4 The writings of Libanius after his return to Antioch from Constantinople in 354 and 

those of John Chrysostom prior to his departure to Constantinople in 397 are particularly 
rich and hence central to every analysis of the city during this time. They also form the 
basis of the classic works on Antioch by Paul Petit, Libanius et la vie municipale à An-
tioche au IVe siècle après J.-C., BAH 62, Paris: Geuthner, 1955; André-Jean Festugière, 
Antioche païenne et chrétienne: Libanius, Chrysostome et les moines de Syrie, BEFAR 
194, Paris: 1959; Glanville A. Downey, A History of Antioch in Syria from Seleucus to the 
Arab Conquest, Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1961; and John H. W. G. Liebe-
schuetz, Antioch: City and Imperial Administration in the Later Roman Empire, Oxford: 
Clarendon, 1972. See now Lieve Van Hoof (ed.), Libanius: A Critical Introduction, Cam-
bridge: Cambridge University Press, 2014; Rafaella Cribiore, Libanius the Sophist: Rhet-
oric, Reality, and Religions in the Fourth Century, Ithaca: Cornell University Press, 2013; 
Jutta Tloka, Griechische Christen – Christliche Griechen: Plausibilisierungsstrategien des 
antiken Christentums bei Origenes und Johannes Chrysostomos, STAC 30, Tübingen: Mohr 
Siebeck, 2005; Wendy Mayer/Pauline Allen (eds.), John Chrysostom, New York: Rout-
ledge, 2000. See also Nicholas J. Baker-Brian/Shaun Tougher (eds.), Emperor and Author: 
The Writings of Julian ‘the Apostate,’ Swansea: The Classical Press of Wales, 2012; 
Susanna Elm, “The Letter Collection of the Emperor Julian,” in Cristiana Sogno/Bradley 
K. Storin/Edward J. Watts (eds.), Late Antique Letter Collections: A Critical Introduction 
and Reference Guide, Berkeley: University of California Press, 2017, 54–68. 

5 Dayna S. Kalleres, City of Demons: Violence, Ritual, and Christian Power in Late 
Antiquity, Berkeley: University of California Press, 2015, 25–50; Christine Shepardson, 
Controlling Contested Places: Late Antique Antioch and the Spatial Politics of Religious 
Controversy, Berkeley/Los Angeles/London: University of California Press, 2014; Isabella 
Sandwell, Religious Identity in Late Antiquity: Greeks, Jews, and Christians in Antioch, 
New York: Cambridge University Press, 2007; Jaclyn Maxwell, Christianization and 
Communication in Late Antiquity, Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2006; Em-
manuel Soler, Le sacré et le salut à Antioche au IVe siècle apr. J.-C.: Pratiques festives et 
comportements religieux dans le processus de christianisation de la cité, BAH 176, Beirut: 
Institut français du Proche-Orient, 2006; Johannes Hahn, Gewalt und religiöser Konflikt: 
Studien zu den Auseinandersetzungen zwischen Christen, Heiden und Juden im Osten des  
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Antioch’s relevance for the later Roman Empire as a whole, and not only 
for the Eastern empire, is undeniable and well-known. Nevertheless, the city 
in its own right has only recently once more become the focus of intense 
scholarly attention. In part this is due to an unusual bifurcation of our sources 
that has led to a corresponding bifurcation of scholarly interests. On the one 
hand, we have a great deal, indeed almost an overabundance, of written 
sources composed by Antiochene authors, a rarity in the study of the Roman 
world, while at the same time the material and archaeological record has been 
very difficult to reconstruct and interpret. As far as the latter is concerned, 
natural conditions such as the topography of Antioch within the alluvial plane 
of the Orontes river and the Amuq Valley, combined with frequent earth-
quakes, but also devastations due to military engagements and, further, the 
complexities of the region’s modern history have made it difficult to recon-
struct the dynamic evolution of Antioch’s topography and that of its sur-
roundings, including Daphne and Antioch’s harbor Seleucia Pieria.6 How-
ever, recent studies by Gunnar Brands, Catherine Saliou, Andrea De Giorgi, 
Pauline Allen and Wendy Mayer, and others, are in the process of reversing 
this picture, so that Christine Kondoleon’s wistful subtitle, The Lost Ancient 
City, is no longer quite as apt a description as it was in 2000.7 

Indeed, as will easily become apparent in the footnotes throughout the vol-
ume, Antioch, its archaeology, and its leading intellectuals, have seen a true 
renaissance in scholarship, sparked in part by the treasures presented in the ex-
hibitions Christine Kondoleon’s catalogue discussed. Somewhat paradoxical-
ly, however, the increase in scholarship combined with the enormous amount 
of research still required to reconstruct, on the one hand, the archaeology of 
Antioch and that of its vast hinterland and the connections between both, and 
to engage fully, on the other hand, with the formidable literary output of 
authors such as Libanius and John Chrysostom, encourages a splintering of 

                           
Römischen Reiches (von Konstantin bis Theodosius II.), Klio.B 8, Berlin: Akademie 
Verlag, 2004, 121–189; Bernadette Cabouret/Pierre-Louis Gatier/Catherine Saliou (eds.), 
Antioche de Syrie: Histoire, images et traces de la ville antique; actes du colloque orga-
nisé à Lyon, Maison de l’Orient et de la méditerranée, 4, 5, 6 octobre 2001, Topoi Supplé-
ment 5, Lyon/Paris: Maison de l’Orient Méditerranéen, 2004. 

6 De Giorgi, Ancient Antioch (see fn. 3), 1–33; Shepardson, Controlling Contested 
Places (see fn. 5), 161–162; for a list of natural and man-made disasters see Wendy Mayer/ 
Pauline Allen, The Churches of Antioch (300–638 CE), Leuven: Peeters, 2012, Table I, 
262–267. 

7 Christine Kondoleon (ed.), Antioch: The Lost Ancient City, Princeton: Princeton Uni-
versity Press, 2000; Gunnar Brands, Antiochia in der Spätantike: Prolegomena zu einer 
archäologischen Stadtgeschichte, Hans-Lietzmann-Vorlesungen 14, Berlin: De Gruyter, 
2016; Catherine Saliou (ed.), Les sources de l’histoire du paysage urbain d’Antioche sur 
l’Oronte: Actes des journées d’études des 20–21 septembre 2010, Paris: Publication élec-
tronique, 2012; Mayer/Allen, Churches of Syrian Antioch (see fn. 6), 1–29. 
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scholarly interest into discrete communities of experts. As a consequence, po-
tential connections, different angles of approach, and important developments 
in each discreet area of expertise risk falling between the intra-disciplinary 
cracks that separate archaeologists, historians, theologians, and literary schol-
ars, despite their common interest in things Antiochene. 

It is the aim of this volume to assemble, to the extent possible, experts on 
individual authors who resided and wrote in Antioch during the period in 
question, and experts on its topography and archaeology, with the aim of 
directing focus from different angles onto the city itself, examining its differ-
ent facets, with the hope of gaining new insights into old questions, such as 
what, if anything, made Antioch distinct; whether the divisions among its 
diverse populations were as stark as they are often portrayed; what role the 
built environment played in shaping this late Roman metropolis. Gunnar 
Brands opens the volume with a discussion of the status quaestionis with 
regard to the city’s built environment, beginning with its revitalization under 
Diocletian and the construction of the new imperial residence on the island in 
the Orontes, to then direct his focus onto the largest infrastructure program in 
our period, the Forum of Valens, tangible archaeologically mainly through 
two sophisticated drainage channels. As Brands emphasizes, the complex 
archaeological record shows that Valens and his city planners and architects 
integrated the existing urban structures, including the sports complex for the 
Olympic Games, into their newly built forum. They thus accommodated 
changing religious sensibilities. Further, Brands makes clear that even though 
Valens’s successors undertook no project of a similar scale, Antioch con-
tinued to flourish well into the fifth century and beyond, as demonstrated by 
Theodosius I’s renovation of the imperial residence in Daphne and Theodo-
sius II’s wall, which connected the city and its southward expansion toward 
Daphne, and attest to a significant growth in the urban population. In fact, 
Brands suggests that the period between Libanius’s return to his home and 
the death of Theodosius II signified, from an urban planning perspective, the 
flourishing of the Hellenistic and imperial Antioch until the earthquake of 
458. 

Catherine Saliou’s re-reading of Libanius’ Antiochicus, his famous enco-
mium, in which he presents the city and Daphne at their ideal best, adds finer 
grain to Brands’s reconstruction. Saliou reveals that the rhetorician’s care-
fully constructed, exquisite model of the genre nevertheless contains in-
stances where the actual urban space penetrates the rhetorical sheen. Through 
descriptions of street networks, specific monuments at precise intersections, 
and through the almost instinctive use of local toponyms, Libanius, according 
to Saliou, evoked a far more concrete cityscape than has been assumed, one 
consciously tailored to a religiously diverse audience. 

This diverse audience might be one factor in determining whether Antioch 
was indeed unique among its Eastern rivals and might have contributed to its 
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fame as the Orientis apex pulcher, to use the words of Ammianus Marcelli-
nus.8 Antioch, as Brands suggests, was densely populated, a density that only 
increased during our period. It is well known that this densely packed popu-
lation was characterized by numerous different affiliations and allegiances, 
including different religious affiliations and allegiances. In fact, Antioch’s 
history has often been told through the tensions between these groups.9 How-
ever, and this is an important observation emerging from the contributions to 
this volume, until the early 450s, life in Antioch was characterized by suc-
cessful coexistence.10 Even in times where severe stressors such as food 
shortages, political purges, or spikes in taxation exacerbated tensions, actual 
violence was exceedingly rare.11 

One aspect that may have fostered such relatively peaceful coexistence, so 
Brands and Saliou, may well have been a built environment that consciously 
or accidentally neutralized or accommodated religious diversity.12 Johannes 
Hahn’s discussion of the Olympic Games corroborates the suggestion that the 
built environment did indeed facilitate coexistence, even if, on occasion, as 
an unintended consequence. Hahn argues that Diocletian’s expansion of the 
Olympic Games to include Daphne, and hence the sanctuary of Apollo, con-
tributed to their long survival, because this move separated the games from a 
specific site, Antioch, and thus from the dominant religious connotation of 

                           
8 Ammianus Marcellinus, Res gestae 22,9,14 (LCL 315, 293 Rolfe). 
9 Kalleres, City of Demons (see fn. 5); Shepardson, Controlling Contested Places (see 

fn. 5); Hahn, Gewalt (see fn. 5), 161–171; Hanns-Christof Brennecke, Studien zur Ge-
schichte der Homöer: Der Osten bis zum Ende der homöischen Reichskirche, BHTh 73, 
Tübingen: Mohr Siebeck, 1988, 87–157, with further bibliography. 

10 An observation borne out by recent scholarship, though it is important to keep in 
mind the many different ways to read such coexistence, see Peter Van Nuffelen, “Not the 
Last Pagan: Libanius between Elite Rhetoric and Religion,” and Jan R. Stenger, “Libanius 
and the ‘Game’ of Hellenism,” in Van Hoof, Libanius (see fn. 4), 293–314 and 268–292; 
Lieve Van Hoof/Peter Van Nuffelen, “Monarchy and Mass Communication: Antioch AD 
362/3 Revisited,” JRS 101 (2011), 166–184; Hahn, Gewalt (see fn. 5), 119; Sandwell, 
Religious Identity (see fn. 5), 137–139. 

11 For a discussion of the food shortages in 362 see e.g. Hans-Ulrich Wiemer, Libanius 
und Julian: Studien zum Verhältnis von Rhetorik und Politik im 4. Jahrhundert n. Chr., 
Munich: Beck, 1995, 260–340; on the treason trials see Kelly in this volume (below, 
pp. 137–162) and Noel E. Lenski, Failure of Empire: Valens and the Roman State in the 
Fourth Century A.D., Berkeley: University of California Press, 2002, 218–234, and on the 
riot of the statues see e.g. Hartmut Leppin, “Steuern, Aufstand und Rhetoren,” in Hartwin 
Brandt (ed.), Gedeutete Realität: Krisen, Wirklichkeiten, Interpretationen (3.–6. Jh. 
n. Chr.), Historia Einzelschriften 134, Stuttgart: Steiner, 1999, 103–123; and Pierre-Louis 
Malosse, “Comment arrêter un massacre: Une leçon de rhétorique appliquée (Libanius, 
Discours XIX),” REG 120 (2007), 107–141. 

12 It is worth noting in this context that there are no traces of monasteries within the city 
of Antioch itself; Hahn, Gewalt (see fn. 5), 152–156, esp. n. 144. 
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that site, Zeus. As a consequence, the games became an increasingly civic 
form of entertainment, one of enormous and enduring popularity.13 Their long 
durée was further fostered, however, by their specific combination of the 
local and the imperial. Emperors and their representatives, well into the sixth 
century, sponsored Antioch’s Olympic Games, eventually re-“Christened” 
Heraclean games, to showcase their regional and supra-regional interests.14 

Indeed, Antioch’s role as an imperial and thus military and frontier city 
cannot be overestimated, even if from the Theodosian dynasty onward em-
perors ceased to reside there. Interestingly, most of our written sources linger 
on the consequences of such sustained imperial presence only occasionally. 
However, as the contributions of Jorit Wintjes, Claudia Tiersch, Gavin Kelly, 
and Susanna Elm suggest, the frequent presence of the emperor and his court 
may well have contributed to the overall cohesion of Antioch’s citizens, as 
they reacted to both the positive and the negative consequences of this pres-
ence. On the one hand, as Wintjes shows, the emperor, his court, and his mili-
tary provided significant economic opportunities for the city, its hinterland, 
and its harbor, rarely mentioned in our sources, and manifold occasions to 
access the imperial power directly.15 On the other hand, recurrent and occa-
sionally heavy-handed imperial attempts to interfere in Antioch’s local affairs 
elicited a spirit of resistance and independent debate which crossed many 
other potential divides and appears to have soldered the city together. This is 
shown by Tiersch’s discussion of Julian’s Antiochene sojourn, Kelly’s anal-
ysis of Ammianus’s conspicuous silence regarding Valens’s stay, and Elm’s 
description of attitudes toward a potential retaliatory move against Persia 
after emperor Julian’s defeat, reflected in the writings of Libanius, Gregory 
of Nazianzus, Eutropius, and Festus. In sum, despite significant and sustained 
imperial impact, the citizens of Antioch formed much of their city, its built 
environment included, according to their own notions, thus forcing the 
emperors and their representatives to read the temperature of the citizens as 

                           
13 Fritz Graf, Roman Festivals in the Greek East: From the Early Empire to the Middle 

Byzantine Era, Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2015, 128–146, and 219–225, 
also highlights the longevity of other festivals celebrated at Antioch. 

14 Palladius Monachus, Dialogus de vita Joannis Chrysostomi 16,102 (SC 431, 312 
Malingrey/LeClerq). 

15 For example, only Joannes Malalas, Chronicon 12,38 (Ioannis Malalae chronographia 
ex recensione Ludovici Dindorfi [Bonn: Weber, 1831], 307) and the Notitia dignitatum, 
oriens 11,18 (ed. Otto Seeck, Notitia dignitatum: Accedunt Notitia urbis Constantino-
politarum et laterculi provinciarum, Berlin: Weidmann, 1876, 32) mention that Antioch 
from the time of Diocletian onward housed important facilities for the production of 
weapons and military equipment. 
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accurately as possible and to communicate their wishes well if they wanted 
their impact to be more than ephemeral.16 

While the contributions in the first two sections of the volume center on 
the topography of Antioch, Daphne, and Seleucia Pieria and their importance 
as imperial residence and Roman frontier city vis-à-vis Persia, those in 
section three more specifically address the literary creation of various vistas 
of Antioch, that is, the ongoing literary contest over the symbolic significance 
of Antioch and its monuments, designed to persuade each author’s particular 
audience to see Antioch, and hence themselves, in a specific manner. As 
these contributions show, however, the focus on the city as the central player 
reveals the extent of the communalities shared by our authors, despite the 
agonistic character of their rhetoric. Thus Jan Stenger’s comparison of 
Libanius’s presentation of the sanctuary of Apollo in Daphne in his Monody, 
under the direct impact of emperor Julian’s demise, with John Chrysostom’s 
point by point rebuttal of that very Monody showcases a direct and ongoing 
dialogue: without Libanius’s insistence that the fate of the Apollo sanctuary 
presaged Julian’s death, Chrysostom’s insistence that it instead represented 
Christian triumph – at a time when Libanius regained his position as an in-
fluential Antiochene voice – loses much of its argumentative power. Edward 
Watts’s focus on the same time period, Libanius’s resurgence as a public 
voice late in his life, paints the picture of Antioch as seen from a generational 
perspective, in this case as not a city for old men. 

Regardless of religious or other affiliations, an old man’s city is no longer 
the playing field of a man in the prime of his life. Though located within the 
same physical space, children, the young, the old, men, women, slaves, and 
free inhabit and hence see the city differently. As Watts shows, the seventy-
year-old Libanius knew this perfectly well and strove to break out of the 
Antioch where old men were confined, a city he liked far less than the one he 
knew in his prime. 

Christine Shepardson instead draws our attention to the fact that old and 
young bodies were not the only ones that populated and hence viewed ancient 
cities in their own distinct way: ancient cities were also home to “the stone 
and bronze crowd.”17 Shepardson illustrates how distinct groups envisioned 
the city by demonstrating how Antiochene authors, emperor Julian included, 
sought to direct religious devotion to special bodies, better bodies, such as the 
statues of the gods, the sanctified bodies of martyrs, and the extraordinary 
bodies of ascetics still among the living. In the contribution concluding this 
section, Blake Leyerle returns to the topic engaged at the outset by Jan 

                           
16 De Giorgi, Ancient Antioch (see fn. 3), 171; Van Hoof/Van Nuffelen, Monarchy and 

Mass Communication (see fn. 10), 166–184. 
17 Peter Stewart, Statues in Roman Society: Representation and Response, New York: 

Oxford University Press, 2003, 118. 
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Stenger, the exquisite rhetorical techniques employed by Libanius and John 
Chrysostom to create distinct visual impressions of their shared city in direct 
response to each other.18 While Libanius, in high style, paints the picture of 
an Antioch of the leisure class enjoying luxury in their glowing, bustling, 
cosmopolitan, and sophisticated city and its corresponding suburb, John 
Chrysostom, in equally sophisticated style, creates arte povera, rebuffing 
Libanius’s vision of Antioch to produce instead verbal sketches which force 
the eye to see a city often overlooked, that of the destitute, the beggars, and 
those staggering under their obligations; a tale of two cities in the physical 
space of one Antioch. 

Section 4 focuses on the various communities which drew such distinct 
vistas of the city, showcasing how the authors of our sources sought to create 
and foster these communities. First, Jaclyn Maxwell recovers the voices of 
those whose city John Chrysostom painted, that is, his attempts (and those of 
Libanius) “to speak in the voice of ordinary Antiochenes.”19 Maxwell, com-
plementing Leyerle, shows that both authors, despite significant differences, 
painted a portrait of the poor and the workers as agents in their own right, 
engaged in debating the role of government, the laws, economic conditions, 
and the chores of everyday life in very similar ways, quite independently of 
religious distinction. Rudolf Brändle’s article equally highlights the commu-
nalities of Antioch’s many inhabitants as the foil against which to read John 
Chrysostom’s eight sermons Adversus Judaeos, dating to 386/387. As Bränd-
le emphasizes, Jewish customs and religious views were highly attractive to 
many in Antioch and the general popularity of festivals, including those with 
religious connotations, applied to Passover as well as the Olympic Games. It 
is such common practices and exchanges John sought to dissolve and separate 
with much rhetorical violence, but apparently little immediate success, as also 
indicated, so Brändle, by the anonymous compiler of the Apostolic Constitu-
tions, the text central to Adam Schor’s contribution. As Schor convincingly 
argues, the compiler of the Apostolic Constitutions, which should be read 
with Antioch specifically in mind, created a deliberately anachronistic and 
hence aspirational image of the way in which a relatively new community in 
the city should comport itself, that of ordinary Christian clergy. Using tech-
niques analogous to those found, for example, in the Palestinian Talmud, the 
compiler sought to train and organize the clergy as a distinct and disciplined 
group of experts within a highly competitive environment of different Chris-
tian leaders. 

                           
18 Henri Lefebvre, The Production of Space, trans. Donald Nicholson-Smith, Oxford: 

Blackwell, 1991, 73. 
19 Jaclyn Maxwell, “The Voices of the People of Antioch in John Chrysostom’s Ser-

mons and Libanius’s Orations,” in this volume, below, pp. 281–296, at 281. 
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Techniques to create and cement community cohesion are also the focus of 
Yannis Papadogiannakis’s discussion of John Chrysostom’s skillful use of the 
emotions of fear and awe, but also of enthusiasm, joy, and compassion, 
emotions for which Chrysostom developed finely nuanced scripts in his vari-
ous sermons which provided his audience with new ways to visualize their 
neighbors, especially those less fortunate. Papadogiannakis thus illustrates the 
ways in which John Chrysostom molded emotions anew, so that his audience 
could also experience their city as a new one, no longer as the classic politeia 
united through euergetism, but as a Christian city shaped by pity and com-
passion. Addressing some of the very same texts, Wendy Mayer emphasizes 
the extent to which this project, the use of emotions and other means to guide 
the soul to create new Christian citizens in a new Christian city through a new 
Christian paideia, is rooted in the very paideia it seeks to overturn, namely a 
particular practice of diagnosing and curing inflictions of the soul. Mayer 
points out that John Chrysostom shares this particular view of human psy-
chology and his role as its therapist with Libanius and Theodoret to conclude 
that this represents a quintessentially Antiochene form of Late Antique 
paideia common to all three of its sons, whether Christian or not. 

Silke-Petra Bergjan likewise sketches the contours of a specifically An-
tiochene way of creating distinct community through processes of competi-
tion and confrontation. She takes her cue from and deconstructs the account 
Theodoret and other fifth-century Church historians presented of the crucial 
schism of the Nicene Christians at Antioch in the fourth century.20 By situ-
ating the schism firmly in its Antiochene context and by reassessing the role 
of the so-called Tomus ad Antiochenos found under the writings of Atha-
nasius of Alexandria, Bergjan shows that the split emerged out of a history of 
peaceful coexistence and was caused primarily by disagreements over church 
order at a time when the situation of the Christian communities in Antioch 
was still entirely in flux. 

Antioch on the Orontes was a unique late Roman metropolis. Our literary 
sources leave no doubt about the city’s – and hence their own – distinction. 
The degree to which Antioch was distinct from or, rather, representative of 
other late Roman metropoleis is harder to ascertain from a modern, scholarly 
perspective in the absence of comparable sources from other cities. Yet, it 
seems fair to conclude that Antioch’s location as the gateway to the East, its 
corresponding relevance as a military center and an imperial residence, and 
the self-confidence of its wealthy and well-connected inhabitants, both per-
manent and temporary, gave it a special character. To be an Antiochian, a 
citizen of this metropolis, provided a self-confidence leading to cohesion that 
often overrode the many different ways of being Antiochene. Though the city 

                           
20 Theodoretus Cyrrhensis, Historia ecclesiastica 5,35,3–4 (GCS, 337,19–338,3 Parmen-

tier/Hansen). 
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offered many faces to its inhabitants, rich and poor, old and young, Christian 
of different stripes, and all those of other religious persuasions, these many 
faces merged, ultimately, into one, that of Antioch, the apex pulcher of the 
East. Antioch was able to integrate many contested views of the city and 
hence permitted its inhabitants, in all their diversity, means for a largely 
peaceful coexistence. The built environment fostered such cohesion and may 
well have been designed with it in mind; it is important to note, in this con-
text, that Christian monasteries emerged in the surrounding countryside rather 
than in the city itself, thus presumably reducing the presence of potential 
flashpoints. As the contributions in this volume suggest, a distinct Antiochene 
matrix of civic pride and cohesion permitted the coexistence of competition 
and diversity among Antioch’s citizens, which allowed the city to flourish 
well beyond the end of the fifth century. 
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widows…291, 295, 323, 330, 333 
working class…271–274, 283–284, 287, 

288, 290–291, 292, 295 
 
Xystos (sports building)…21, 58 
 
Yakto (Megalopsychia) mosaic…27, 61 

fn. 19, 261–262 with fn. 24, 264, 
272–273 

Yom Kippur…314 
– fasting…314 
 
Zenon of Elea…304 
Zeus…6, 56, 57, 70, 111, 119 fn. 86, 199, 

202, 203 fn. 42, 215–216 
– temple(s) in Antioch…50, 51 with 

fn. 91, 58, 126 
– temple(s) in Daphne…51, 57 
– temple in Rome…216 fn. 83 
Zeuxis (painter)…268, 278 
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