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Reasoning for Repair:

Lessons learned from Hasdai Crescas,
David Halivni, and Scriptural Reasoning

by
Peter W. Ochs

Dedicated to my beloved mentor,
Rabbi David Weiss Halivni,
of blessed memory.



Reparatives Denken:

Lehren aus den Werken von Hasdai Crescas,
David Halivni und aus Scriptural Reasoning

von

Peter W. Ochs
(Ubersetzt von Lea Schlenker)

Fiir meinen geschitzten Mentor,
Rabbi David Weiss Halivni,
Gott habe ihn selig.



y deepest thanks to the Eberhard Karl Uni-

versity of Tiibingen, its Faculty of Protestant
Theology, and the Lucas family for inviting me to
address you. I speak in honor of Rabbi Dr. Leopold
Lucas of blessed memory, beloved teacher, writer,
historian, and victim of humanity’s darkest hour.

In this essay, I introduce three prototypes of scrip-
ture-based, reparative reasoning: the physics and
Torah study of Hasdai Crescas, whose probabilis-
tic reasoning repaired the separation of science from
religion; the Talmudic inquiries of David Halivni,
whose rabbinic reasoning repaired the separation of
text-historical science from Torah and prayer; and
the contemporary practice of Abrahamic Scriptural
Reasoning (»SR«),! whose goal is to repair tensions
and conflicts among and within religious traditions
and communities.



einen herzlichen Dank an die Eberhard Karls

Universitit Tiibingen, ihre Evangelisch-
Theologischen Fakultit und die Familie Lucas fur
die Einladung, zu Thnen zu sprechen. Ich spreche
zu Ehren von Rabbiner Dr. Leopold Lucas, Gott
habe ihn selig, dem geschitzten Lehrer, Schriftstel-
ler, Historiker und Opfer der dunkelsten Stunde der
Menschheit.

In diesem Aufsatz stelle ich drei Modelle eines
schriftbasierten, reparativen Denkens vor: die Phy-
sik- und Torastudien von Hasdai Crescas, dessen
probabilistisches Denken die Trennung von Wis-
senschaft und Religion reparierte; die talmudischen
Untersuchungen von David Halivni, dessen rabbi-
nisches Denken die Trennung von texthistorischer
Wissenschaft, Tora und Gebet reparierte; und die
gegenwirtige Praxis des abrahamischen Scriptural
Reasoning (»SR«),! dessen Ziel es ist, Spannungen
und Konflikte zwischen und innerhalb von religis-
sen Traditionen und Gemeinschaften zu reparieren.
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Hasdai Crescas, who repairs the
separation of religion and science

Hasdai Crescas (1340—1410) was the rabbinic leader
of the Jews of Aragon and an influential interpreter
of Jewish law. He was also a scientist whose physics
and mathematics challenged the lingering hegemo-
ny of Aristotle’s conceptions of the cosmos. While
honoring Moses Maimonides as a beloved author-
ity in matters of Jewish religious life and Jewish
thought, Crescas criticized Maimonides’ loyalty to
Aristotelian pursuits of rational certainty. Exten-
sively cited by Spinoza, Crescas’s mathematical argu-
ments surely influenced Galilei’s model of a mathesis
universalis, which is the adoption of mathematical
thinking as a foundation for all scientific inquiry.
In writings that anticipated the quantum theory of
Peirce, Bohr, and Heisenberg, Crescas argued for
the reality of probabilities, that real processes in the
world are not fully determinate or pre-defined but
are defined and redefined through their ongoing re-
lations and interactions with other activities and en-
tities in the world, including activities of human
scientific inquiry. He also argued that Torah study
and scientific inquiry are interdependent: rabbinic
reasoning about Torah is correlative to scientific rea-
soning about the nature of the cosmos.
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