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For Tanya, Hannah, and Madeleine





My Advice to you is, That it be your Practice, to Read the Sacred 
Scriptures in the PORISMATIC WAY; Or, with a Labour to observe 
and educe, the Doctrines of Godlineß, which this inexhaustible 
Store House of Truth, will yield unto them that are seeking after it. 
Make a Pause upon every Verse, and see what Lessons of Piety are 
to be learnt from every Clause. Turn the Lessons into Prayers, and 
send up the Prayers unto the GOD, who is now Teaching of you.

Manuductio ad Ministerium (1726)
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Part 1

Editor’s Introduction





Section 1

“Biblia Americana”: An American Commentary on the Bible

It may be, God our Saviour will in His Time, dispose the Minds of some emi-
nent and opulent persons, to cast a benign Aspect upon a work [“Biblia Americana”] 
which may hand down their Names with lasting Acknowledgments unto posterity. 
Be it as it will, I do with the greatest Acquiescence of Mind in the holy Dispositions 
of His Providence Leave all in His glorious Hands. (Cotton Mather, 1715)

Cotton Mather’s “Biblia Americana” has waited nearly three hundred years 
to be published. By cooperative agency of Mohr Siebeck and Baker Academic, 
it is finally brought “into the Light,” as Mather once expressed his hope for 
publication (Diary 2:332), in a ten-volume scholarly edition. Written between 
1693 and 1728, “Biblia Americana” is the oldest comprehensive commentary 
on all the canonical books of the Bible to have been composed in British North 
America. With its more than 4,500 folio pages bound in six volumes, Mather’s 
holograph manuscript, which has remained almost unstudied in the archives 
of the Massachusetts Historical Society, represents one of the great untapped 
resources in American religious and intellectual history. Combining extensive 
discussions of biblical scholarship with scientific speculations and advice for 
practical piety, Mather’s scriptural interpretations reflect the growing influence 
of Enlightenment thought in America as well as the rise of the transatlantic 
evangelical awakening. His commentary also marks the beginning of historical 
criticism of the Bible in New England theology, a solid one hundred years before 
German Higher Criticism gained a permanent foothold in American theologi-
cal seminaries. In his annotations Mather engages a vast array of source-texts, 
from the Church Fathers, medieval and Reformation theologians, Rabbinic 
scholarship, ancient history and geography, to the cutting-edge philological 
and philosophical studies of his period. “Biblia Americana” thus represents the 
greatest achievement of an American theologian before Jonathan Edwards.

In this General Introduction, I will address a number of issues that are 
relevant to Mather’s commentary on Genesis and to the ten-volume edition as 
a whole. Examining the nature and significance of “Biblia Americana,” Section 
1 provides a sketch of Mather’s life, surveys the history of the manuscript’s 
composition, and explains his failure to publish the opus he deemed “one of 
the greatest Works, that ever I undertook in my Life” (Diary 1:169). Section 2 
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appraises his biblical interpretations in the context of the scientific revolution of 
the early Enlightenment: Newtonianism, the miracles debate, and philosophical 
accommodationism. Section 3 examines Mather’s changing understanding of 
the Bible, his hermeneutical approach to the scriptures and doctrinal position 
on key issues, and his response to the historical and philological criticism of 
the Bible as text in the late seventeenth and early eighteenth centuries. Finally, 
section 4 assesses the physical condition of the manuscript and outlines the 
editorial principles governing the entire project.

Among the Bible commentaries of Mather’s time, “Biblia Americana” is 
unique in more ways than one. Even a cursory comparison of Mather’s com-
mentary with those of his English peers – Matthew Poole (1624–79), Simon 
Patrick (1625–1707), Samuel Clarke (1626–1701), and Matthew Henry (1662–
1714) – uncovers major conceptual differences.1 Mather abandons the standard 
approach and instead devises rhetorical questions for each chapter-and-verse 
annotation. He assumes a skeptical reader, incorporates excerpts from opposing 
camps of the hermeneutical debate, and tries to harmonize the new philologi-
cal methods and scientific discoveries of his age with the Reformed exegesis of 
the Bible. Unlike his peers who compiled conventional commentaries, Mather 
elects to concentrate on those chapters and verses he deemed most in need of 
updating. He also abandons the traditional chapter summaries and reprinting 
of each verse, and adopts, instead, a dialogic question-and-answer method of 
presentation. For each annotation he devises a rhetorical question that brings 
specific topics and interpretative problems into focus. His answers are digests 
of the most pertinent philological, scientific, and theological debates of his day, 
often incorporating excerpts from opposing camps and his own judgment on 
the issues. Through the persona of his rhetorical interlocutor, Mather also voices 
the concerns of the most radical biblical critics of his period – Hugo Grotius 
(1583–1645), Thomas Hobbes (1588–1679), Isaac La Peyrère (1596–1676), 
Benedict Spinoza (1632–77), and Richard Simon (1638–1712) – and engages 
their ideas in a surprisingly constructive manner (see Section 3). It is another dis-
tinguishing quality of “Biblia Americana” as a Bible commentary and of Mather 
as an intellectually open-minded theologian that he does not necessarily seek to 
refute those who destabilize the authority of the scriptures, but allocates ample 
space to each arbiter, as if to provide a forum for Enlightenment debate. In many 
places his observations show unmistakable traces of modern skepticism – a new 
form of Pyrrhonism that he valiantly seeks to redress by reconciling the Bible 
wherever possible with all available modern insights into the natural sciences. 
In the philosophical battle between skeptical rationalism and revealed religion, 

1 Matthew Poole, Annotations Upon the Holy Bible (London, 1683–85); Simon Patrick, A 
Commentary Upon the Historical Books of the Bible (London, 1695–1710); Samuel Clarke, The 
Holy Bible, containing the Old Testament and the New, With Annotations and Parallel Scriptures 
(London, 1690); Matthew Henry, Exposition of the Old and New Testaments (London, 1708–10). 
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Mather – like his contemporary Isaac Newton – merged facets of what Richard 
H. Popkin has defined as “empirical and rationalist thought with theosophic 
speculation and Millenarian interpretation of Scripture” to meet the intellectual 
challenges of his time.2

The range of subjects Mather engages in the “Biblia” is, quite simply, 
breathtaking. Beyond the more conventional concerns of biblical philology and 
academic theology, he ventures into the realm of natural philosophy and wrestles 
with the questions raised by the great scientific thinkers of his day such as René 
Descartes (1596–1650), Sir Isaac Newton (1643–1727), or William Whiston 
(1667–1752). (See Section 2). Moreover, Mather frequently includes asides on 
specifically American topics such as Native American religions, culture, and 
medicines, as well as discussions of the flora and fauna of the New World. 
Occasionally, Mather’s answers grew into independent essays of ten or twenty 
pages that far exceed the immediate concerns of the biblical chapters and verses 
under discussion. With its breadth of topics and essay-length discourses, “Biblia 
Americana” in more ways than one resembles works such as Johann Heinrich 
Alsted’s Encyclopaedia Septem tomis distincta (Herborn, 1630) or Pierre Bayle’s 
Dictionnaire historique et critique (Rotterdam, 1695–97, 1702) rather than such 
popular Bible commentaries as those by Matthew Henry or Matthew Poole. If 
“Biblia Americana” explodes the framework of conventional commentaries, it 
more than lives up to Robert Boyle’s call for a scholar-theologian to address the 
philosophic advances of his age in a biblical handbook: “I cannot but hope,” 
Mather quotes his friend and correspondent, “that when it shall please God, to 
stir up Persons of a Philosophical Genius, well furnished with Critical Learning, 
and the Principles of true Philosophy, and shall give them an Hearty concern 
for the Advance of His Truths, these men will make Explications, & Discoveries 
that shall be admirable.”3 How seriously Mather took the famous scientist’s call 
to arms is evident throughout “Biblia Americana.” In fact, in a missive to Dr. 
John Woodward of the Royal Society of London, Mather confesses his secret 
obsession. Referring to himself in the third person (ostensibly to appear as a 
disinterested observer), he explains that in spite of all his duties of composing 
sermons, ministering to the largest congregation in English America, and pub-
lishing more than two-hundred books, “neither these, nor any other obstruc-
tions could retund his passion for the Favourite Work of his, Biblia Americana.”4

Here, then, we find competing explanations of the Mosaic creation account 
and mechanistic theories of Noah’s flood; Cartesian rationalism and Newtonian 
science; miracles vs. natural causation; reason vs. revelation and verbal inspira-
tion; problems of philological-textual transmission, lacunae, scribal errors, and 

2 R. H. Popkin, Third Force (90–91).
3 Cotton Mather, Bonifacius (200).
4 Mather’s “Letter to Dr. John Woodward, Nov. 17, 1712,” in David Levin, “Giants in the 
Earth” (760).
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interpolations; Spinozism; the Calling of the Jews; millennialism; Trinitarianism 
vs. Unitarianism; African slavery, Native American conversion, and captivity 
narratives; the origin of fossils, religious rituals, dogmas, and idolatry; pietism 
and world missions, and many more topics difficult to summarize. As he put 
it in the “General Introduction” to his Magnalia Christi Americana (London, 
1702),

I considered, That all sort of Learning might be made gloriously Subservient unto 
the Illustration of the Sacred Scripture; and that no professed Commentaries had 
hitherto given a thousandth part of so much Illustration unto it, as might be given. 
I considered, that Multitudes of particular Texts, had especially of later Years, been 
more notably Illustrated in the Scattered Books of Learned Men, than in any of the 
Ordinary Commentators. And I consider’d, That the Treasures of Illustration for 
the Bible, dispersed in many hundred Volumes, might be fetch’d all together by 
a Labour that would resolve to Conquer all things; and that all the Improvements 
which the Later-ages have made in the Sciences, might be also, with an inexpressible 
Pleasure, call’d in, to assist the Illustration of the Holy Oracles, at a Rate that hath 
not been attempted in the vulgar Annotations. (104)5

In short, “Biblia Americana” goes beyond the immediate concern of a 
commentary on the Holy Scriptures, because in digesting a whole library of 
ancient, classical, and Enlightenment research filtered through the screen of 
Reformed theology, Mather collects the most significant discoveries of the ages 
in all disciplines from literally hundreds of different tomes.6 Strongly invested in 
the traditional belief in a divinely organized universe of correspondences, hence 
the unity of all knowledge, he sought to bring together the combined learning 
of the different branches of human and divine knowledge.7 “Biblia Americana” 
was to become a clergyman’s personal encyclopedia (in the absence of a college 
library), a one-stop shop where educated readers could interface with Pagan 
antiquity, Newtonian science, and Old-Time Religion.

As the most renowned member of a family dynasty of Puritan clergymen 
spanning four generations, Cotton Mather was the leading New England 
divine of his generation. He was one of the last Renaissance men who had the 
knowledge of the ages at his fingertips. Above all, he understood the need of 
his Reformed peers for a conservative guide to stir a safe course between the 
Scylla and Charybdis of the early Enlightenment. Mather intended his “Biblia 
Americana” to be this vademecum. If the effigy of Mather as America’s “national 
gargoyle” is still railroaded through the popular press on occasions, there is little 
to support this grossly distorted caricature in his commentary on the Bible.8 

5 Unless otherwise noted, all citation references to the Magnalia are to Kenneth B. Murdock’s 
edition.
6 See “Bibliography of Primary Works” at the end of the present volume. 
7 See J. Stievermann, “Writing to Conquer All Things” (263–97).
8 See K. Silverman, Life and Times (425); and D. Levin, “Monster” (157–76).
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Quite to the contrary, a completely different Mather emerges from the manu-
script pages: an urbane, erudite scholar-theologian who had long transcended 
narrow partisan exegesis by incorporating in his commentary the landslide of 
philosophical innovations of his age. In doing so, he not only demonstrated that 
American scholarship easily matched that of his European peers but also created 
a unique record of the hermeneutical, philological, and scientific debate then 
raging in Europe. His “Biblia Americana” is the product of his lifelong endeavor 
to synthesize and – if possible – to reconcile this new, threatening scholarship 
with his abiding faith in the authority of the Bible.

Samuel Mather (1706–85), Cotton Mather’s son and heir to the pulpit of 
Boston’s Second Church (Old North), did not exaggerate when he described his 
father’s huge Biblia manuscript as

a Work the writing of which is enough constantly to employ a Man, unless he be a 
Miracle of Diligence the half of the Threescore Years & Ten which is the Sum of Years 
allowed us. I mean, his Illustrations of the sacred Scripture. The Doctor, from an Hint 
given by that very great and learned Man my Lord BACON, begun this Work in 
his thirty first Year, tho’ he had before some Materials for it by him; and in his fifty 
first Year so finish’d it, as to publish his PROPOSALS for printing it, intituled, A 
new Offer to the Lovers of Religion and Learning. Ever since that Time to his Death, 
he was adding to it; so that now it is judged to be by far the greatest Amassment of 
Learning that has ever been bro’t together to illustrate the Oracles of GOD.9

Indeed, “Biblia Americana” is an immense resource for students, scholars, 
and pastors interested in American religious and intellectual history. Our schol-
arly edition will make this work accessible to a wide audience. Before we can 
appreciate Mather’s magnum opus and begin to understand its full import, we 
should review some of the highlights of his life and times.10

9  Samuel Mather, Life of … Cotton Mather (1729) 73. For Cotton Mather’s proposal “A New 
Offer” (1713/14), see below.
10 There are several well-known nineteenth- and twentieth-century biographies of Cotton 
Mather’s life in addition to the most recent one by K. Silverman (mentioned above): Rev. 
William B. O. Peabody, Life of Cotton Mather (1836) was published in volume VI of the highly 
popular “The Library of American Biography” series, edited by the Unitarian Jared Sparks, and 
designed for school use (“School District Library”). The biography went through at least three 
editions and reprints in its lifetime (1836, 1840, 1856). Rev. Enoch Pond, The Mather Family 
(1844), a partisan biographical history of the Mathers which is as unabashedly apologetic as 
those of Pond’s contemporaries are unashamedly disparaging. Rev. Chandler Robbins, History of 
the Second Church, Or Old North (1852) is intended as an encomium to the bicentennial of the 
Old North Church and its pastors. Barrett Wendell, Cotton Mather: The Puritan Priest (1891); 
Rev. Abijah Perkins Marvin, The Life and Times of Cotton Mather (1892), and Ralph and Louise 
Boas, Cotton Mather: Keeper of The Puritan Conscience (1928). Wendell’s biography, almost exclu-
sively based on Mather’s then unpublished diary, was written by the first professor of English and 
American literature at Harvard and reveals a remarkable sympathy for New England’s roots and 
for Mather as a towering figure of the Puritan Priest; Marvin’s Life and Times is a highly readable 
apologia by a Congregational minister in Winchendon, MA, and prolific author of American 
histories. Marvin views Mather’s life through the lens of his pastorate. Cotton Mather: Keeper of 
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Cotton Mather (1663–1728)

The eldest son of New England’s leading divine, Increase Mather (1639–
1723) and grandson of the Massachusetts Bay Colony’s spiritual founders Ri-
chard Mather (1596–1669) and John Cotton (1585–1652), Cotton Mather was 
born in Boston (12 Feb. 1663), educated at Harvard (B. A. 1678; M. A. 1681), 
and honored with a D. D. degree from the University of Glasgow (1710). As pas-
tor of Boston’s Second Church (Congregational), he stepped into the political 
limelight during the colonies’ version of the Glorious Revolution, when Bosto-
nians rose against the tyranny of James II and deposed their royal governor, Sir 
Edmund Andros (April 1689). During the witchcraft debacle (1691–93), Mather 
both warned the Salem judges against admitting “spectral evidence” as grounds 
for indictment and, instead, advocated prayer, fasting, and reassurance as anti-
dotes to cure the afflicted, but he also wrote New England’s official defense of 
the court’s procedures, on which his modern reputation largely depends: The 
Wonders of the Invisible World (Boston, 1693). As the Lord’s remembrancer and 
keeper of the Puritan conscience, he wrote the grandest of American jeremiads, 
his epic church history of New England Magnalia Christi Americana (London, 
1702). Like his father a staunch defender of Puritan orthodoxy, Mather per-
suaded Elihu Yale, a Welsh merchant and practicing Anglican, to endow Yale 
University (1701, 1718) as the new nursery of Puritanism, when Harvard seemed 
to become too liberal under the influence of John Leverett and William and 
Thomas Brattle, Mather’s erstwhile rivals. If such endeavors bespeak Mather’s 
partisan politics on the one hand and his transcendent thinking on the other, it 
was his chiliastic credo that led him to champion Pietist ecumenism, his effort 

the Puritan Conscience is one of the first psychoanalytic studies of Mather’s life, written by the 
Boases, two professors of English at Wheaton College, Massachusetts. They translated for gener-
alist readers the many controversies surrounding Mather’s life into a highly readable journalistic 
account unencumbered by such traditional academic tools as a table of contents, footnotes, 
bibliography, or index. The fashionable psychoanalytic approach of the day, however, is not 
without its problems. Robert Middlekauff, The Mathers: Three Generations of Puritan Intellectuals 
(1971). This Bancroft-Prize winning biography of the Mather dynasty is one of the finest studies 
covering an entire century of Puritan hegemony in New England. David Levin, Cotton Mather: 
The Young Life of the Lord’s Remembrancer (1978) – along with his collection of essays in Forms 
of Uncertainty (1992) – is a sympathetic, but forthright study of Mather’s accomplishments and 
some of the controversies surrounding his life. Written as a college-level introduction, Babette 
M. Levy, Cotton Mather (1979) is a sympathetic discussion of Mather’s life and principal works, 
still one of the best prologues for readers unfamiliar with his complex personality. Although not 
a biography per se, Richard F. Lovelace, The American Pietism of Cotton Mather (1979) is still 
unsurpassed as a study of Mather’s theological impact on the development of American religion. 
Finally, Kenneth Silverman, Life and Times of Cotton Mather (1984) remains one of the most 
comprehensive studies of Mather’s life. It is hoped that the appearance of the Biblia Americana 
in ten volumes over the next decade will inspire a new generation of scholars and biographers 
to reassess Mather’s significance as scholar-theologian, an assessment that may well re-examine 
Jonathan Edwards’s monolithic status as America’s foremost theologian.
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to unite not only all Christian denominations in New England, but also all 
Christians, Jews, and Moslems in the Orient and Occident, under the umbrella 
of his “Maxims of Piety” to hasten the Second Coming of Christ.

Likewise, his interest in the new sciences and in new medical theories dis-
tinguishes Mather from his American contemporaries. He was elected a Fellow 
of the Royal Society of London (1713) for his physico-theological contributions 
to the Society, his “Curiosa Americana.” He popularized in his The Christian 
Philosopher (London, 1720/21) the new scientific theories of William Derham, 
John Ray, John Woodward, Robert Boyle, Thomas Burnet, William Whiston, 
and Sir Isaac Newton, and staunchly advocated a new germ theory and inocula-
tion against smallpox – in the face of the united opposition of Boston’s physi-
cians during the epidemic of 1721. Whereas Increase Mather never quite made 
the transition into the Enlightenment, Cotton was well on his way; he represents 
the best of early Enlightenment thinking in colonial America. His contributions 
to the literature of the New England “Errand” are as diverse as his publications 
are prolific and inexhaustible. In all, he published more than 450 works on all 
aspects of the contemporary debate: theological, historical, biographical, politi-
cal, and scientific.11 It is therefore deplorable that Mather’s reputation is still 
largely overshadowed by the specter of Salem witchcraft.

No single work of Mather’s gargantuan publication record does justice 
to his long, productive career in New England’s foremost pulpit, but several 
representative types afford a glimpse of his interior life and overall achievement. 
The Diary of Cotton Mather (1911–12, 1964) provides a more comprehensive 
insight into his volatile nature than his autobiography Paterna (1976), which (by 
and large) is extracted from his diary.12 Often called his “Reserved Memorials,” 
his diary is a Puritan document par excellence.13 It focuses on his inner life and 
on Mather as an instrument of divine providence. If his public persona in his 
sermons is overbearing and pompous by modern standards, his private persona 
in his diary can be modest, even unostentatious, yet passionately confessional 
and soul-searching. No doubt, baring his breast to public inspection was a risky 
business – if his Reserved Memorials were to fall into unsympathetic hands. 

11 Cotton Mather’s son Samuel estimated the number of his father’s publications at 382 
(Life 67). The bibliographer of the Mathers, Thomas J. Holmes, raised the number of Cotton 
Mather’s “known printed works” to 444, in Cotton Mather: Bibliography (1:ix). Keith Arbour 
identifies additional works in his article “Additions” (81–130). Some of Mather’s largest manu-
scripts he had intended for publication were not printed until the twentieth century: Diaries 
(1911–12, 1964), Angel of Bethesda (1972), Paterna (1976), “Problema Theologicum” (1994), 
“Triparadisus” (1995). His largest manuscript, the tome he considered his most important 
work, is “Biblia Americana” (1693–1728).
12 The Diary of Cotton Mather (1911–12), hereafter, Diary 1 and 2. The Diary of Cotton Mather 
for the Year 1712 (1964), hereafter, Diary 3. Paterna: The Autobiography of Cotton Mather (1976).
13 D. Levin, “Misnamed Diary” (177–97) and L. A. Rosenwald, “Cotton Mather as Diarist” 
(129–61). 
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Revealing his most intimate thoughts, fears, and desires, Mather inadvertently 
invites modern readers to psychoanalyze and thus to misapprehend his record 
of meditation and introspection. For as he poured over his real and imagined 
sins, examined the promptings of his passions, and confided his musings to the 
privacy of his diary, Mather created a didactic ledger to measure his spiritual 
progress toward sanctification. Yet when read as a civic document intended for 
public consumption, his memoir becomes a goldmine for those who scour his 
confidential thoughts for hidden motives. Those not personally conversant with 
the nature of religious affections, with a Puritan’s vulnerability in the process 
of introspection and self-humbling, with his psychological need to heighten 
his want of grace by deeming himself “the chief of sinners,” – in short, those 
unaware of the psychological turmoil involved in the Puritan ordo salutis are 
likely to misjudge his acts of mortification and incessant confessions of vanity 
and pride as admissions of true character flaws: “Proud Thoughts fly-blow my 
best Performances!” (Diary 1:16), the young Mather early on confided to his 
diary as he consciously or unconsciously emulated St. Paul’s confession (1 Tim. 
1:15): “Christ came into the world to save sinners; of whom I am chief.” The 
more he magnified his sin of pride and vanity, the greater his self-abasement; 
and the more intense his soul’s agony, the more perfect his Augustinian imitatio 
Christi.14 Modern readers unacquainted with this quaint ritual are struck by this 
seemingly mechanical, if morbid, exercise. Unless read in small doses, Mather’s 
private confessions may appear to be repetitious, formalistic, and ultimately 
insincere. Yet each of these exercises represents untold pangs of distress and 
breast-beating couched in the language of self-abnegation. Such, then, is his 
principal purpose of keeping a diary.15 The modern reception of his diaries is 
not the only source of his problematic reputation.

14 In his Treatise Concerning Religious Affections, Jonathan Edwards explained the psychologi-
cal pitfall of one marooned in the cycle of religious introspection as follows: “[He] that is truly 
humble, and really sees his own vileness, and loathsomeness before God, the distance [from the 
sin of pride] appears the other way. When he is brought lowest of all, it does not appear to him, 
that he is brought below his proper station, but that he is not come to it; … And this distance 
he calls pride. And therefore his pride appears great to him, and not his humility. … The degree 
of humility is to be judged of by the degree of abasement, and the degree of the cause for abase-
ment: but he that is truly and eminently humbled, never thinks his humility great, considering 
the cause. The cause why he should be abased appears so great, and the abasement of the frame 
of his heart so greatly short of it, that he takes much more notice of his pride than his humility” 
(Religious Affections, part 3, sec. 6, subsec. 3.2, in Works (2:333). Benjamin Franklin, it is well 
known, poked fun at this spiritual exercise in his autobiography. “In reality there is perhaps 
no one of our natural Passions so hard to subdue as Pride,” Franklin commented facetiously. 
“Disguise it, struggle with it, beat it down, stifle it, mortify it as much as one pleases, it is still 
alive, and will every now and then peep out and show itself. … For even if I could conceive that 
I had completely overcome it, I should probably be proud of my Humility” (Autobiography 76).
15 See D. Leverenz, Language of Puritan Feeling (esp. chs. 4, 6, and 7); P. Caldwell, Puritan 
Conversion Narrative (chs. 1–2); D. B. Shea, Spiritual Autobiography (chs. 3–6); J. O. King, Iron 
of Melancholy (1983), and J. H. Rubin, Religious Melancholy (1994).
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R. Aaron ha-Levi (of Barcelona)
Sefer ha-Hinnukh  860, 861

Abarbanel (Abravanel), Don Isaac ben 
Judah  320, 417, 558, 571, 572, 573, 
574, 674, 704, 869, 976, 977, 989, 
1028, 1030, 1042, 1048, 1126, 1128

R. Abba ben Kahana (Cohana)  381, 611, 
654

Abel
and Cain  511–2
marriage of twin sister  519
sacrifice of  511–2, 530
typology of  514–5

R. Aben Ezra.  See R. Ibn Ezra
Abimelek  961

reproaches Abraham  962–3
Abraham (Abram)  284

and Abimelek  867, 962–3
age of  869
altar of  843, 883, 885, 918
as astronomer  372, 909–10
blessings of  878
celebrates Isaac’s weaning  984
circumcision of  886, 922–3
chronology of  879
concubines of  450
conquests of  848
covenant of  852–3, 857–8, 927–36, 
940–1
criticized for action  843–4, 855
death of  874
defended by commentators  855, 856
faith of  852, 911
grove of  869, 885, 989
and Hagar  987
history of  838–83
hospitality of  864
imitated by pagans  916–7
on immortality of soul  376, 928–9

intercedes for the righteous  914–5
and Ishmael  857
kinship of Sarah  282–3, 962
longevity of  1005
and Keturah  282, 873, 1004–6
and King of Sodom  851
kings as descendants of  922
Maimonides on  372, 912–3
and Melchizedek  840–1, 851, 896
Messiah promised to  877–8
military expeditions of  850
monotheism of  881–2
on Mt. Moriah  870, 994–5
name of  838, 857–8, 914, 922–3
numerous offspring of  909–11
obedience of  852, 914–5
origin of  911–2
in pagan histories  361, 880, 916–7, 918
in Plain of Mamre  884
pleads for Sodom  948–50
as prince of God  850
power of  992
promise of  853–4, 880, 938–9, 996–7, 
1018
rewarded by God  852–3, 909
revered by Christians, Jews, and 
Muslims  878
sacrifice of Isaac  870, 917, 218, 992
and Sarah  282–3, 843–4, 962
separates from Lot  884
slaves of  849, 882
son of  879
trial of faith  870–2, 883, 994–1005
travels of  840–3, 881
as type of Christ, Messiah  710, 913–5, 
930–6
type of Trinity  913–4
vision of  912–3
visisted by angels  865, 917

General Index
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see also Concubinage, Hagar, Keturah, 
Marriage Customs, Sarah, Women

R. Abraham ben Samuel Zachuth.  See 
Zachuth, Abraham

R. Abrahama Eleazar
Chymical Book  564

Abrams, M. H.  392
Abramus, Nicolaus  839, 841, 842, 844
Absalom  222, 899
Abulensis, Alonso Tostatus (Alsonso 

Tostado)  1054
Abulfarag (Abul-Pharajius, Gregorius)  

519, 874
Abulfeda (Ismail Abu’l Fida)  452
Abul-Pharajius, Gregorius (see Abulfarag)
Abulsapha  423
Abydenus  523, 603, 604, 629, 661, 722, 

723, 728, 778, 816, 945
Abyss  369–70, 417–18, 625–34
Abyssinia  389
Acchad  780–1
Accommodationism  340–1, 383

see also Bible, criticism of
Achilles and Hector  334, 335
Acosta, José  459, 508, 569, 598, 633, 

658, 691, 718, 750, 825, 826, 827, 
1029

Acta Eruditorum  1003
Acusilaus of Argos  531, 570
Adam 307

banishment of  421
burial place of  472
created from earth  330, 430–2
death of  362, 375
descendants of  528
image of  329–32, 600
innocence of  433, 498
education of  347, 361–2, 426, 433
euhemerism of  436, 1064
fall of  494–9, 504–8
fertility of  517, 528
fig-leaves of  481–2
hermaphrodite  432
in pagan histories  504–8
knowledge of Good and Evil  498–9
luminious garments of  474–6
luz bone of  427
mystical marriage of  435, 502

name of  424–5, 498
place of creation  471
power of reason  503–4
rib of  427–8
as Saturn  437, 1064
speeches of  508–9
as type of Christ  464, 501–2, 538
will power of  503–4
see also Eve, Pre-adamites, La Peyrère

Adonis  434, 455, 468
Adonis River  444, 472
St. Adonis Viennensis

Chronicon in aetates  727
Adrichomius, Christian (van Adrichem)  

472, 793, 842, 843
Adultery  1081–2

punishment of  1029
among Native Americans  1029
see also Marriage customs

Aelianus (Aelian), Claudius  393, 507, 
605, 755, 764, 765, 781, 967, 1032

Aemilianus, Cornelius Scipio (Africanus)  
549

Aemilus, Lucius Paullus  755
Aeschylus Atheniensis (Aeschylus of 

Athens)
Choephoroe  465, 467
Fragmenta  763
Persae  465, 467
Prometheus vinctus  763, 767

Aether  368, 369, 374, 395, 415
Aethicus Ister, Julius  457, 787
Aëtius (philosopher)  363, 364, 974
Aëtius of Amida  745
Africa 443, 463, 447, 697, 718,

Christian churches in  677, 1068
residence of Ham  438, 719, 769
see also Cotton Mather, Ham, Negroes, 
Skin Color

Africanus, Leo (Al Fasi, Hassan Ibn 
Muhammad Al Wazzan)  450, 788

Africanus, Sextus Julius  311, 412, 526, 
664, 698, 738, 1108

Agathachides of Cnidus  742, 744, 745, 
747, 749, 750, 751, 771

Aging
Buxtorf on  559
Seneca on  559
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Agrippa, Cornelius  1101
Ainsworth, Henry  641, 807, 808, 810, 

893, 909, 914, 922, 923, 1121, 1128, 
1137

R. Akiva  687
Alabaster  444, 445, 474
Albertus, Leander  680
Albumasar (Abu Ma’shar)  648
Alcamus  776
Alcinous.  See Garden of Eden
Alexander, Cornelius.  See Polyhistor
Alexander the Great  310, 456

canals of  469
Alexandrinus, Clemens.  See Clemens 

Alexandrinus
Alexandrinus, Cyrillus.  See Cyril 

Alexandrinus
Alexandrinus, Hesychius.  See Hesychius 

Alexandrinus
Ab Alexandro, Alexander  1043
Alfragan (Achmed Ibn Ketir al-Farghani)  

452
Alkazuinius (Arab geographer)  422, 423
Allen, Don C.  433, 587, 593, 606, 607, 

609, 611, 633, 646, 811, 826
Allen, Thomas  213
Allix, Pierre  285, 486, 487
Almond, Philip C.  944
Alphonsus, Petrus  910
Al-Quran (Alcoran, Qur’an),  857, 868, 

869, 1082
Alsted, Johann Heinrich  680
Amalekites  889
Amama, Sixtinus  866
Amana  890
St. Ambrose (Ambrosius Mediolanensis)

De Abrahamo  548, 865, 866, 856, 
965, 966
De benedictionibus patriarchum  1143
De Elija  552
Expositio  323
Hexaemeron  302, 473, 864, 892
De Jacob  1032
De Joseph Patriarcha  1032
De Noë et arca  609, 615, 646, 651, 
652, 656, 657, 688
De officijs  850, 864

America

animals after Noah’s flood  658, 826–7
descendants of Shem in  825
giants in  583–4, 586–7, 590–1, 593–8
fossils in  593–5
isthmus with Asia  826
Garden of Eden in  443, 463
Noah’s Flood in  633, 658
origin of languages  812
plantation slavery  850
see also Giants, Native Americans, 
Negroes, Skin Color

Americans.  See Native Americans, 
Sachems

R. Ammi  423, 424
Ammianus Marcellinus

Historia  460, 461, 469, 470, 682, 724, 
725, 737, 759, 767, 776, 778, 779, 
780, 781, 782, 785, 794, 795, 805, 
806, 837, 857, 912, 921

Amorites  1117
Ampelius, Lucius  778
Anatolia  446
Anaxagoras  348, 349, 359–60, 415, 416

disappoints philosophers  360
on Mind (Nous) as creator  359–60
on Monads  369

Anaximander (Miletus)  360, 363, 411, 
430
atomism of  360
atheism of  360

Anaximenes  360
Angels  379, 1017, 1018, 1019

creation of  384
digestive systems of  943–4
feasted by Abraham  917
flaming sword of  499, 500
and Hagar  919–20, 921
ministry of  949–50
in Sodom and Gomorah  865
see also Cherubim, Giants, Nephilim, 
Satan, Seraphim, Teraphim

Angles, Josephus  327
Animalculae  485
Animals

in Noah’s Ark  645–6
Annesley, Samuel  948
Annius, Johannes of Viterbo (Giovanni 

Nanni)
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Antiquitatum variarum  310, 614, 678, 
680, 681, 683, 685, 884, 885, 1063
forged manuscripts of  310

ANF
Ante-Nicene Fathers  312, 320, 322, 
323, 329, 331, 345, 369, 371, 377, 
382, 417, 418, 421, 430, 431, 434, 436, 
472, 473, 474, 479, 481, 484, 500, 
501, 507, 508, 537, 540, 571, 573, 
575, 584, 610, 614, 618, 622, 657, 664, 
684, 698, 736, 738, 760, 770, 840, 
861, 868, 897, 910, 916, 925, 945, 946, 
955, 959, 978, 979, 999, 1014, 1058, 
1059, 1063, 1065, 1067, 1069, 1070, 
1100, 1131, 1151

Anonymous
Origo Gentis Romanae  758

Anonymous
A True Report of Certaine Wonderfull 
Overflowings  622

Antediluvians
genealogy of  545
birthrate of  601–2

Anthologiae Graecae  897
Antichrist  405–6, 408, 514, 677, 846
Antiochenus, Eustathius.  See Eustathius 

Antiochenus
Antiochenus, Joannes.  See Joannes 

Antiochenus
Antiochus IV Epiphanes

forbids reading of Law  270
persecutes Maccabeans  240

Antonius
Itinerarium  794

Antwerp Polyglot  325, 735
Apamensis, Oppianus.  See Oppianus 

Apamensis
Apocryphal Books of the Bible  375, 378, 

384, 475, 586
see also Wisdom of Solomon

Apollinaris, Sidonius (Gaius Sollius 
Modestus Apollinaris Sidonius)  759

Pseudo-Apollodorus  604, 638, 683, 690, 
795, 801, 854

Apollodorus Atheniensis (Apollodorus of 
Athens)  763

Apollonius Rhodius (Apollonius of 
Rhodius)

Argonautica  396, 436, 456, 508, 606, 
764, 794, 795

Apollonius Tyanensis
Epistulae  726, 727

Appianus Alexandrinus (Appianus of 
Alexandria)  469, 470, 761

Appion  312
Aquila (of Sinope)  318, 324, 367, 459, 

460
Aquileiensis, Rufinus.  See Rufinus 

Aquileiensis
St. Aquinas, Thomas

Summa Theologica  345, 547, 548, 978, 
979, 1046
Treatise on Angels  548
Treatise on Vices  689

Mt. Ararat  454–5, 602, 652–3, 659–60
see also Noah’s Ark

Arabia Deserta  449
Petraea  449

Arabs
descendants of Ishmael  921

Arcavolti, Samuel ben Elcanan Jacob  701
Archelaus  374, 1124
Archimedes of Sicily  620
Aretas IV  450
Arethas  367
Ariansim  277

see also Trinity, Trinitarinism, Whiston
Aristaeas (historian)  524, 526
Aristaeas of Proconnesus  311
Aristagoras  790
Aristophanes

Aves  320, 374
Equites  430
Scholia in Achanenses  755
Scholia in Aristophanem  755

Aristophanes Byzantius
Fragmenta  987

Aristotle
de Anima  359, 363–5, 473, 974
Ars poetica  409
de Caelo  302, 317, 343, 358–9, 379, 
400, 416, 689, 754
Ethica  505, 550, 1064
Fragmenta  359
de Generatione  317–8, 360, 376
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Historia animalium  428, 477, 572–3, 
858–9, 944, 1050
Historia plantarum  326
Length and Shortness of Life  577
Metaphysica  320, 360, 362–7, 378, 
413, 414, 415, 1036
Mirabilium auscultationes  757, 762, 
766–7
de Mundo  663
Politica  330, 554–61, 726, 847, 965
de Sensu  364
Timaeus  363, 365, 413
classification of plants  326
discussion with Hebrews  365
location of souls  376
praises Democritus  359
on vitalism of plants  473

Arius (heresiarch)  408
Ark of the Covenant

removal of  219–20
in Temple  227, 935

Armellinus, Hieronymus (Geronimo 
Armellini)  648

Arminius, Jacobus  860
Arndt, Johann  322, 515
Arnobius

Adversus gentes  1063, 1065, 1069–70, 
1100
Adversus nationes  436, 860–1

Arrianus, Lucius Flavius
Alexandri Anabasis  465, 467, 469–70, 
602, 608, 653, 725, 739, 744, 761, 820
Bithynicorum fragmenta  767
Historia Indica  465, 467, 653, 774
Periplus mari Erythraei  432, 458–60, 
718, 742, 745–6, 752, 766, 775, 1006
Periplus ponti Euxini  764, 796

Arrowsmith, John  329
heaven, createad before earth  416–7

Artabanus  910
Artapanus (historian)  524–5, 739, 880, 

1065
Artemidorus  745, 747
Asclepiades Prusias

atomism of  364, 378–9
Asher

blessings of  1145–6
royal dainties of  1140

Ashkenaz  763
Ashteroth

worship of  890
Ashteroth-Karnaim  890
R. Assi  423–4
Assmann, Jan

“Mosaic Distinction”  879, 1046, 1062
Moses the Egyptian  315, 453, 898, 1062

Assyrians  232
Astruc, Jean  302
St. Athanasius of Alexandria

mentioned  478
Against the Heathen  482
Contra gentes  361
Four Discourses  955, 1115
Historia Arianorum  805–6
Opera  479
Orationes  331, 345, 1115
Quaestiones  331, 429, 479, 513, 1008, 
1009
de Synodis  955
de Trinitate  331, 338, 849, 1005
on Adam and Eve  429

Athena  430, 493, 1065
Athenaeus of Naucratis  365, 413, 481, 

553, 620, 809, 967
Athias, R. Joseph  272, 274, 810

Biblia Sacra Hebraica  274
Atlantis  463, 468, 639
Atlas

bears up heaven  313
Atmosphere

composition of  352–5
density of  395, 662
see also Earth

Atomism (Atoms)  352–3, 359, 360, 
362–4, 367, 370, 378, 396, 397
in creation of universe  358, 393
different names for  363, 364, 366
as Dust  366
espoused by the ancients  362
Egyptian Hermes on  365
as Hyle  365
as Ile  365
as the many  363
of Moses  362
motion of  368
operation of  393
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as sand  365
as universal matter  366, 368
as water  363
see also Anaxagoras, Chaos, Epicureans, 
Moses

Atticus (friend of Cicero)  556
St. Augustine of Hippo (Austin)

De Civitate Dei  314, 378, 473, 474, 
520, 544–5, 552, 568, 570–1, 584, 
590, 608, 610, 614–5, 617, 646–7, 
656–7, 673, 677, 739, 770, 785, 807, 
823, 838–41, 855–6, 872–4, 880, 
972–3, 981, 1016, 1027, 1034, 1058, 
1065, 1149
Confessions  340
Contra Faustum  581, 656–7, 843–4, 
855–6
Contra mendacium  866
Enarrationes in Psalmos  967, 978, 1051
Epistola ad Maximum Madaurensem  
973
Epistulae CCXLV  1068
Expositio incohata epistolae ad Romanos  
720
de Genesi ad litteram  345, 384, 548
de Genesi contra Manichaeos  318, 345, 
379, 384
Ioannis evangelium tractatus CXXIV  
642
Lectures on Genesis  987
Liber imperfectus de Genesi ad litteram  
345, 384
On the Literal Interpretation of Genesis  
318, 329
de Trinitate  331, 950, 995, 1051
Locutiones in Heptateuchum  865, 999
de mirabilibus sacrae scripturae  636
Opera omnia  1016
Questiones in Genesim  966, 968, 1055, 
1068
Questiones in Heptateuchum  610, 642, 
675, 847, 873, 966, 968, 975, 977, 
987, 1027, 1028, 1055, 1068, 1107, 1110
Questiones veteris  557
Reply to Faustus  313
Retractiones  739, 880
Sermones de Scriptures  318, 978
Sermones diversis  323, 984, 985

Sermo in circumcisione domini  861
Augustus, Antoninus  790
Augustus, Caesar  1082
Austin.  See Augustine of Hippo
Australia  390
Avenarius, Johannes (Johann Haber-

mann)  824, 1130
Aventinus, Jo(h)annes (Thurmair)  362, 

569, 587, 954
Avienus, Rufus Festus  321, 747, 762, 776

Baal
in Babylon  1061
in Egypt  1061
as euhemerized king  1060
as Jupiter  1060
as Nimrod  1061
as Nisroch  1061
worship of  1059–60

Baal Aruch.  See R. Nathan ben Jehiel
Baal Haturim (HaTurim)  319, 730, 840, 

893, 910, 1029
Babel

in ancient history  817
bitumen of  725, 817
building material of  817, 821–2
builders of  724–5, 778–9, 818–9, 821
confusion of tongues in  806, 809
fate of  723–4, 779–80
location of  722–3
ruins of  827
size of  725–6, 827–31
tower of  523, 723–8, 815–6, 822, 828

Babylonian Captivity.  See Captivity, 
Babylonian

Babylonian Talmud.  See Talmud
Bacchus  440–1, 483, 507, 1070
R. Bachya (Bechai) ben Asher  480, 687, 

840, 878, 949, 975, 1012, 1083
Bacon, Sir Francis  535, 664
Balaam’s ass  477

see also Xanthus
Bale, John  271, 272, 591
Bangorian Controversy  494
Banier, Antoine  442, 531
Barboza, Odoardus  775
Barksdale, Clement  1100
Barnabas, Epistle of  886
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allegorizations in  886
forgery of  887

Barnes, J.  415
Baronius, Caesar  567, 774
Barthius, Caspar  849
Bartholinus, Thomas  427–8, 535, 1054
Baruch (Apocryphal)  586, 723
Bashemath  1072
Basil of Caesarea (St. Basil the Great)  

318, 323, 472, 864, 1095, 1116
Basnage, Jacques  272, 319, 486, 701, 849
Batricides, Said.  See Patricides
Baxter, Richard  498
Bayle, Pierre  596–7, 839
Bdellium  422–5, 459,
Beall, Otho T., Jr., and Richard Shryock  

428
Beaumont, John  638
Beauty (Pulchritude)

relativity of  392
Becanus, Joannes Goropius (Jan Gerart-

sen van Gorp)  433, 585, 586, 591
R. Bechai.  See R. Bachya
Becmann, Johann Christoph  586, 697, 

808
Bede (the Venerable),  318, 1082
Bedolach.  See Bdellium
Beersheba  869
Bellarmine, Roberto Franceso Romolo 

(Cardinal)  567–8, 856
on Teraphim  1046–7

Belleforestus, François  751
Belus  778–9, 816, 830
Benin, Stephen D.  341, 1046
Benjamin (Patriarch) 1057, 1020

beloved by Jacob  1107
birth of  1030–1, 1070
early ripeness of  1107
and Joseph  1099, 1105
raves like a worlf  1142
sons of  1106

R. Benjamin of Navarre.  See R. Benjamin 
of Tudela

R. Benjamin of Tudela (R. Ben Jonah)
Itinerarium (Sefer ha-Massa’ot)  423, 
458, 465, 653, 661, 722, 723, 728, 
730, 779–80, 785, 822, 842–3, 873, 
970, 1070

Itinerary  722–3, 728, 730, 785, 822, 
873, 970, 1070
on Babel  723
on Machpellah  873

Benoist, René (trans.),  1121
Bentley, Richard

Boyle Lectureship of  350–1, 385–8, 
390–9
Newtonianism of  385–99
rejects Cartesian vortices

Benz, Ernst  477
R. Berekiah  654, 818
Berkeley, George  583
Beros(s)us  297, 298, 310, 363, 522–3, 

531, 613–4, 661, 680, 682, 737–8, 
778–9, 880, 884
Babylonika  297
Fragmenta  816
on longevity of ancients  531

Bertramus, Cornelius Bonaventure  564
Bethel

Pillar of Stone of  980, 1169
oiled  1020
typology of  1023

Beverovicius, Johannes.  See Jan van 
Beverwyck

Beza, Theodore  738
Bible

abridged history of  410
Arabic Version  324
as Book of the Messiah  357
chronology of  277–301
concordance of  273–4
divisions of  269, 271–2, 273
Ethiopic Version  324
geography of  446–73
KJV  440, 475, 478, 524, 529, 534, 
551, 558, 567, 572, 787, 788, 800, 
834, 885, 1049
Masoretic texts  272, 283
La Sainte Bible (De Carrières)  1121
lost books of  308
LXX (Septuagint)  283, 318, 324, 363, 
374, 378, 417, 418, 419, 421, 428, 433, 
439, 441, 440, 452, 454, 459, 467, 
524, 532, 534, 535, 554, 559, 563, 
566–8, 579, 584, 585, 586, 600, 653, 
656, 659, 713, 715, 717, 718, 720, 
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734, 738, 741, 744, 750, 765, 767, 
768, 788, 798, 810, 820, 832, 833, 
834, 884, 885, 890, 895, 896, 908, 
970, 971, 972, 1004, 1034, 1035, 1037, 
1045, 1061, 1063, 1064, 1073, 1088, 
1103, 1104, 1118, 1120, 1121, 1131, 1138, 
1143, 1144, 1146
Pentateuch translated into Chaldean  
369
NT: divisions of  273
NT: history of  242
NT: number of verses in  275–6
OT: order of history  213–41
OT: number of verses in  275–6
OT: rejected by  702–3
readings in Synagogue  270
Samaritan version  283
as source for pagan histories  332–7, 
504–8
textual problems in  283, 850
translations of  283
Vulgate (St. Jerome)  324, 337, 441, 
1092
see also Chronological Order, Chronol-
ogy, Polyglot Bibles, Brian Walton, 
William Wiston

Biblical Criticism of  302, 340–1, 383, 
1073–4
chronological problems (LXX)  566–8
emendations of  908
Ezra’s revisions  889
LeClerc on  410
modernization of place names  889
prolepsis in  889, 1073–4
Spinoza on  410, 411
textual problems in  283
see also Collins, Hobbes, LeClerc, 
Simon, Spinoza, Whiston

“Biblia Americana” (“BA”).  See Cotton 
Mather

Biblia Hebraica  270, 706, 708, 1048
see also Buxtorf, Joannes (the elder)

Biblia Polyglotta.  See De Cisneros
Biblia Rabbinica.  See Daniel Bomberg
Biddle, John  703
Bildad, Prince of the Sauchaeans  453, 

454
Bitumen  500, 829–30, 832, 848

see also Babel
Blackmore, Richard  634
Blackwell, Richard J.  379, 385
Blastenbrei, Peter  1124
Blood 251, 335, 502, 547, 617

Lex Talonis  686–7
prohibition of  667–8, 815
shedding of  668, 686–7, 862, 923

Bochart, Samuel
Geographia Sacra  305, 309, 379, 425, 
434, 437–8, 444–5, 458–9, 464, 518, 
538, 602, 606, 636, 643, 671, 711–38, 
740–1, 743–812, 816, 820–2, 827, 884, 
887, 892–4, 925, 973, 992, 1006, 1010, 
1020, 1039, 1069, 1079, 1107, 1137–8, 
1142
Hierozoicon  309, 328, 381, 422, 
423, 425, 445, 459, 461, 608, 641–3, 
654–5, 657, 670, 711, 883, 944, 951, 
993, 1000, 1006, 1014, 1050, 1072, 
1073, 1077, 1084, 1089, 1098, 1108, 
1109, 1110, 1121
Map of Eden  466
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densisty of sunbeams  387
diameter of  396
distance from earth  356
eclipse of  371
worship of  875–7

Sundeen, Glenn  1090
Swammerdam, Jan  485
Swift, Jonathan  377, 810
Swinnock, George

Christian-Man’s Calling  964
Sword and Bow

meaning of  1117
Symmachus of Samaria  318, 324, 459, 

585, 768, 1002
Symson, William  482
Syncellus, George

Ecloga Chronographica  281, 412, 613, 
728, 738, 740, 757, 760, 802, 816, 
1108

Synesius of Cyrene  561, 679

Taautus  308
as Egyptian Hermes  365

Tacitus, Cornelius
Annales  729, 784, 794, 887, 1082
Historia  523, 615, 945, 947, 957
Lex Iulia  1082
De origine et situ  430

Tadmor  454
Talion Law (Lex Talonis)  686–7

see also Blood
Tanim

as crocodiles  378
as whales  328
see also Nachash
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Talmud, Babylonian (Soncino)
Avoda Zarah  1058, 1127
Baba Bathra  472, 835, 840, 910, 1040, 
1047
Beitzah  1053
Chagigah  494
Chullin  1053
Eiruvin  748
Horayoth  1124
Joma (Yoma)  423, 424, 765, 981
Kethuboth  986
Makkoth  1053
Megilah  728
Nedarim  730, 849
Nidah  748
Pesachim  1053
Sanhedrin  438, 476, 494, 514, 516, 
520, 557, 558, 606, 651 , 666, 728, 
738, 834, 835, 992, 1060, 1124, 1126, 
1127
Shabbath  539, 748, 813, 834, 870, 
912, 1114
Sotha  472, 835, 840, 1083
Yevamoth  520, 687, 731
Yoma  423, 424, 765, 981
Zevachim  615

Tammuz (ammuz)  1064
R. Tanchuma bar Abba

Midrash Tanchuma,  319, 421, 528, 541, 
614, 910

Targum Hierosolymitanum  319, 323, 482, 
555, 714, 730, 754, 756, 762, 765, 
790, 795, 866, 873, 874, 893, 955, 
970, 971, 1037, 1083, 1096, 1128, 1132, 
1143, 1145

Targum Jonathan Ben Uz(z)iel  321, 429, 
467, 474, 475, 478, 529, 555, 607, 
608, 670, 674, 687, 728, 730, 731, 
738, 740, 754, 756, 762, 765, 771, 
790, 792, 795, 834, 840, 853, 855, 
870, 874, 878, 890, 893, 955, 971, 
1035, 1037, 1058, 1073, 1083, 1096, 
1114, 1139

Targum Onkelos  321, 487, 514, 529, 551, 
553, 555, 582, 601, 608, 674, 676, 732, 
786, 820, 882, 890, 955, 1028, 1035, 
1037, 1048, 1049, 1068, 1073, 1076, 
1117, 1126, 1128, 1132, 1143

see also Fagius
Tarsis(h)  760, 761, 762
Tatian

Address to the Greeks  1151
Oratio  323, 527

Tatius, Achilles
Leucippe et Clitophon  1109

Tavernier, Jean-Baptiste  463
Taylor, Edward

Upon Types of the OT  501, 536, 579, 
594, 621, 895, 914, 923, 989, 1019, 
1021, 1152

Teixeira, Pedro  423, 722
on fate of Babel  780

Teman (Edomite)  453
Temporarius, Joannes (Jean du Temp)

Chronologicarum  585, 586, 612, 613, 
619, 653

Tenison, Thomas
Of Idolatry  479, 818, 1100

Terah
death of  835, 842

Teraphim  453, 975, 1042, 1043
as ancestral images  1045, 1046–7
as Lares  1044
use of in divination  1040–7
as talisman  453, 1040
as Penates  1041–2
see also Cherubim

Terentius, Publius  549
Terry, Edward

Voyage to East-India  943, 1011, 1012, 
1090

Tertullian (Quintus Septimus Florens 
Tertulianus)
Adversus haereses  479, 945, 978
Adversus Hermogenem  323, 420
Adversus Marcionem  329, 484, 622, 
979, 1122
Adversus Valentinianos  479
Against Praxeas  331, 955
De anima  331
Answer to the Jews  537, 1122
Apology  1066
Carmen de Sodoma  945
De carne Christi  431, 1131
De fuga  979
De resurrectione  1131
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De spectaculis  736
Spes Fidelium  999
Treatise of the Soul  473
Veiling of Virgins  868

Testament of Adam  472
Thacher, John B.  657
Thales of Miletus  360, 362–3, 414, 415, 

629
on water as origin of universe  362–3
see also Atomism

Thallus
Aigyptika  312

Thamar  285, 286
acquittal of  1030
condemnation of  1028–9
and Judah’s pledge  1080–1
punishment of  1082–3
see also Judah, Marriage Customs, 
Women

Themanius  532
Themata  452
Theocritus of Syracus

Epigrammata  415, 778
Idylla  725, 944
Scholia in Aristophanem  725

Theodoret of Cyrrhus
Dialogues  861
In Ezechielem  767, 794
In Jeremiam  616, 653
In xii prophetas  783
Quaestiones et responsiones  861
Quaestiones in libros Regnorum  747
Quaestiones in Octateuchum  586, 615, 
675, 676, 725, 739, 803, 855, 856, 
861, 880, 961, 973, 982, 1096, 1143
on Mt. Ararat  652

Theodoretus, Johannes Arcerius
Iamblichi Chalcidensis  359, 360

Theodotian  367, 459, 768
Theodotion  318
Theodotus

Carmine de Judaeis  524, 527, 862
Theognis

Elegiae  332, 333
Theophanes Homologetes (Confessor)  

740, 1005
Theophilus Antiochenus (Theophilus of 

Antioch)  302, 323, 326, 417, 738

Theophrastus of Eressos
De causis  326, 481, 1032
Historia Plantarum  326, 481, 654, 741, 
742, 746, 757, 789, 1033, 1034

Thévenot, Jean de
Travels  1090, 421, 722

Thevet, André
Cosmographie  463

Thilo, Valentin  703, 704
Thomas, Isaiah  327
Thomson, Keith  589
Thorowgood, Thomas

Iewes in America  812
Thoth  278, 298–9, 413, 798

Egyptian god  308, 313, 365
Thucydides  430, 608, 608
Tiberias (City)  424
Tiberius, Catius Asconius Silius Italicus

Punica  760
Tiberius, Minutius  849
Tibullus, Albius

Eligiae  563, 780
Panegyricus  456, 460, 461, 1126

Tidal, King of Nations  888
Tiflis  470
Tigerstedt, E. N.  310, 614, 678, 681
Tigris  469
Time

relativity of  346–7, 349, 357
see also Calendars

Timosthenes of Rhodes  729
Tirinus, Jacobus  534
Titaea (Noah’s wife)

as Rea  684
as Terra  684

Tithing
among ancients  896–7
see also Melchizedek

Tobit  785, 787
Togarmath  764–5
Tohu Bohu.  See Chaos
Toland, John

Adeisidaemon  313, 442
Letters  313, 315

Tophet  1061
Tornielli, Agostino

Annales sacri et profani  567, 568, 650, 
842
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Tostado, Alfonso (Abulensis)
Commentaria in Genesim  611, 654, 675

Tournefort, Joseph Pitto de  469, 470
Trade

ancient payment methods  554–6
Trajanus, Severus

canals of  469, 470
Tree of Life  500

see also Garden of Eden
Tremellius, Immanuel

Biblia Sacra  451, 456, 607, 1094, 1121, 
1128, 1137
Lectures on Genesis  529, 608, 982

Tremellius, Immanuel and Francis Junius
Opera Theologica  982, 1054

Trinitarianism  277, 317, 331
Trinity  277, 408, 497, 866, 950
see also Arianism

Triparadisus (City)  444
see also Cotton Mather

Trompf, Garry W.  281
Trojan War  307, 308, 310, 334, 335, 

362, 495
Tubal-Cain  518
Tuckney, Anthony

Forty Sermons  1140
Turks  405, 446, 450, 832, 862, 1105
Turretin, Francis

Institutiones  383, 409, 417, 1000
on Hexaemeral tradition  383–4

Tuttle, Julius H.
“William Whiston”  277
“Libraries”  428, 498, 535, 589, 666, 
942, 943, 980, 1018, 1103

Twain, Mark  433
Twersky, Isadora and Bernard Septimus 

(ed.)  319
Typology.  See Abraham, Adam, Christ, 

Hagar, Eve, Isaac, Moses, Sacrifice, 
Sarah, etc.

Tyre  290, 291, 453
temple of  799

Tyre, William of  448
Tzetzes, Isaac

Scholia in Lycophronem  1033, 1034, 
1052

Tzetzes, Johannes
Chiliades,  717, 725, 790, 1142

Unicorn  584
see also Noah’s Ark

Universal Matter
see Atoms

Universe
eternity of  303–4
see also Earth, Moses

Ur (City)  452, 835–7

Uranius Syrius  741
Urbicius Constantinopolitanus  760
Umim and Thummim  1042
Ursinus, Johannes Henricus

Analectorum  1077
Ussher, James

Annals  213, 291, 296, 297, 299, 300, 
308, 310, 311, 334, 362, 409, 408, 
486, 490, 517, 529, 647, 693, 819, 821, 
845, 870, 887, 901, 1059
Chronologica  281, 282, 285, 286, 290, 
298

Vairo, Leonardo (Leonardus Varius)  974
Valerius Maximus  851, 868, 1032
Valesius, Franciscus (Valles)

De sacra philosophia  382, 383, 689, 
858, 859

van Almeloveen, Theodoor Jansson  483, 
1003

van Beverwyck, Jan (Beverovicius, 
Johannes)
Thesaurus Sanitatis  574, 575

van De Wetering, John E.  394
van den Steen, Cornelius.  See À Lapide
van der Wall, Ernestine G. E.  648
van Helmont, Jean Baptista  412, 414
van Leeuwenhoek, Anton.  See Leeuwen-

hoeck
van Rooden, Peter T.  319
Vaphres, King of Egypt  527

see also Egypt, Moses, Pharaoh
Varenius, Augustus

Decades Mosaicae  702, 704
Varenius, Bernard  660
Varrerius, Caspar (Gaspar Barreiros 

Lusitanus)  718
Varro, Marcus Terentius

Antiquitates  311
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De gente populi,  311, 571
De lingua Latina  555, 684, 1063
De rerum rusticarum  1010, 1050, 1101
Travels  450
division of time  311

Vartomannus, Ludovicus
Novum Itinerarium  569, 744, 746, 774

Vatablus, Franciscus
Adnotationes  825, 978, 997, 998, 999, 
1099
Biblia  608, 699, 717, 1130
Critica Sacra  717, 874, 877, 975, 978

Venetus, Georgius (Francesco Giorgio)  
981

Verbrugghe, Gerald P. (ed.)
Berossus and Manetho  613, 682

Vermigli.  See Peter Martyr
Vesalius, Andreas  428
Viccars, John

Decapla in Psalmos  1035
Vico, Giambattista  555
Villalpando, Juan Bautista  311
Villamont, Jacques de  471
Virgil (Mantua Publius Vergilius Maro)

Aeneid  313, 337, 393, 431, 432, 433, 
434, 436, 508, 512, 590, 605, 728, 
736, 758, 760, 798, 806, 817, 818, 
854, 871, 969, 973, 1065, 1106, 1142, 
1146
Eclogues  336, 337
Georgics  310, 333, 409, 432, 433, 434, 
468, 588, 689, 731, 817, 975
allegedly read OT  337
creation account in  337
imitates Moses in Aeneid  337

Vitringa, Compegius
on confusion of tongues  806
on origin of languages  806, 807, 1002

Vitruvius Pollio
Architectura  725, 817, 822

Vitziliputzli  508
Vives, Ludovicus  309
Vogelsangius, Reinerus

Exercitationes Theologicae  865
Volaterranus, Raphael (Raphael Maffei of 

Volterra)  309, 718
von Hohenheim, Theophrastus Phillippus 

Aureolus Bombastus.  See Paracelsus

von Leibniz, Gottfried Wilhelm, Freiherr.  
See Leibniz

von Zittel, Karl A.  639
Vorstius, Conrad  584
Vorstius, Guilielmus Henricus (Wilhelm 

Heinrich van dem Voost)
 Trans. Capitula Elieser  584, 644, 645, 
654, 727, 807, 965, 1053
Chronologia  693, 1053

Vossius, Dionysius (Transl.)
Maimonidae De Idolotaria  1058

Vossius, Gerard Joannes
De Theologia Gentili  315, 332, 436, 
437, 439, 440, 441, 442, 453, 518, 
605, 606, 636, 669, 689, 761, 770, 
798, 817, 872, 875, 876, 877, 913, 
975, 1067, 1111
(Transl.) R. Manasseh ben Israel’s 
Conciliator  709

Vossius, Isaac
Critical Enquiries  567
Dissertatio de aetate mundi  433, 833
De Sybillinis  315, 833
Observationes ad Pomponium  675
Septuaginta interpretibus  833
(Ed.) Urbicii Tacticis  760

Wagenseil, Johann Christoph
Confutatio  1124
De loco classico  1124
Sota  1073
Tela Ignea Satanae  1123, 1124, 1128, 
1135, 1137

Wall, dug down
meaning of  1120–1, 1143

Waller, Richard  417
Wallis, John

Discourse  343
Wallmann, Johannes  515
Walker, Daniel P.  310, 336, 416, 433
Walker, Williston  853
Walton, Brian (Ed.)

Biblia Sacra Polyglotta  283, 319, 323, 
324, 378, 424, 429, 446, 467, 474, 
475, 478, 487, 551, 553, 555, 653, 728, 
730, 731, 732, 733, 734, 735, 738, 
740, 748, 750, 754, 755, 756, 757, 
762, 765, 767, 771, 786, 790, 792, 
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795, 807, 834, 840, 852, 855, 866, 
870, 874, 878, 882, 893, 896, 955, 
968, 972, 997, 1028, 1035, 1037, 1048, 
1049, 1058, 1068, 1073, 1076, 1083, 
1100, 1114, 1117, 1126, 1128, 1132, 1135, 
1138, 1139, 1143, 1145

Walton, Michael T.  630
Warner, Margret H.  577
Warren, Erasmus

Geologia Sacra  354, 626, 632, 638, 
658–65

Wasmuth, Matthias  702
Water.  See Earth
Waterland, Daniel  315
Watson, John Selby  525
Webb, John  280, 433
Weever, John  272
Weierus, Joannes (Weyer, Wier)  1101
Wells, Edward

Historical Geography  434, 444, 459, 
464–5, 467–9, 711, 1079
on Ur of the Chaldees  836–7

Westfall, Richard S.  332, 343, 1062
Westminster Confession  345

see also Savoy Declaration
Whales  328
White, Andrew D.  280, 314, 345, 429, 

433, 824
Whiston, William

Athanasius convicted of Forgery  277, 
317
“Discourse Concerning Nature”  317, 
338
Essay Towards Restoring  908
Essay on Revelation of St. John  1128
New Theory  338–58, 517, 593, 594, 
601, 604, 626, 633, 635, 639, 908
Primitive Christianity  317, 1103
Short View  277–301, 693, 748, 785, 
833
Vindication of Sibylline Oracles  575, 
614, 887
(Transl.)
Works of Josephus  560, 570
Arianism of  338
and Thomas Burnet  338
creation account explained by  338–57
chronology of  282–90

emendation of Bible  908
limits Mosaic creation to sublunary 
Earth  338–43
on multiplication of Adam’s children  
528
praises Simon Patrick  339
see also Cotton Mather

Wicliff (Wyclif )  405, 406
Wigglesworth, Michael  667
Wilderness

significance of  919
Wiles, Maurice F.  277
Willet, Andrew

Hexapla in Genesin  904
William of Tyre

Historia  448, 453
Williams, Roger  507
Winthrop, John  644
Wisdom

as Sophia  322
Wisdom

of the ancients  376
Witsius, Herman  315
Withers, Charles W. J.  827
Wolff, Christian  477
Women

fertility of  485
in prophecy  496–7
“seed of”  488–9
tractablility  557
treatment of  845
veil of  868
weeping for Tammuz  1064
see also Abraham, Concubines, Divorce, 
Eve, Marriage Customs, Thamar

Woodward, John  602
Essay toward Natural History  489, 490, 
491, 583, 638, 639
Of the Wisdom  315
Philosophical Transactions  583, 602, 
608

Wotton, William
Discourse  810, 811, 812, 813, 814

Xanthus (Achilles’ horse)  334, 477
Xenocrates  364
Xenophanes  360,
Xenophon
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Anabasis  725, 732, 733, 734, 735, 736, 
766, 767, 786, 789, 796
Cyropaedia  278, 297–9, 308, 726, 
763, 777, 778, 785, 797, 798, 851
De aequivocis  683
Hellencia  769

Xerxes I (Ahasuerus)  241
Xiphilinus, Johannes (Epit.)

Dio’s Roman History  467, 731, 1016, 
1017

R. Yaakov ben Rabbeinu Asher ben 
R’Yechiel (ROSH).  See Baal Hatturim

Yalkut, Shimoni (R. Shimon HaDarshan)  
727

Yates, Frances
Giordano Bruno  309, 315, 1066

R. Yehuda HaChassid  1029
Yitzchaki, R. Shlomo (Rashi).  See Jarchi
R. Yose ben Halafta of Sepphoris  241, 

785
R. Yudan  961

Zabians  452, 878
see also Maimonides

R. Zachuth, Abraham ben Samuel (Diego 
Roderigo)  855

R. Zacuto, Abraham ben Samuel.  See 
Zachuth

de Zárate, Agostino
Historia y Conquista  598, 657

Zebulon and Zidon  1138
St. Zeno (bishop of Verona)  871
Zeno of Citium  685
Zeno of Elea  430
Zenobia, Queen of Palmyra  446, 452
Zigabenus, Euthymius  740
Zilpah  1036–7
Zirkle, Conway  325
Zerubbabel (Zorobabel)  1123, 1125
Zohar (Soncino)  316, 317, 472, 473, 

487, 670, 705, 748, 838, 870, 944, 
1122

Zonaras, Joannes  1082
Zoroaster (Zarathustra)  308, 313, 452, 

770
Zosimus  469, 470
Zwingli, Huldreich  846
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