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To Connie,
Who makes scholarship an act of love.





Lælius Mancinus has an unhappy Passage, which I hope will not carry the Fate of our 
Illustrations in it.
Dum Scribo, præ oculis Araneola est, quæ totam se eviscerat, neque aliud meditatur, quam 
telam illam suam, unde Muscas capiat. Adest ancilla, quæ scopis subito et telam et Muscam, et 
Doctum animal in humum detrahit, conterit eos pede. Apte MOSES Anni nostri sicut Aranea 
Meditabuntur, h.e. reputabuntur, et inter meditandum satagendumque abrumpentur. Muscas 
aucupamur cuncti: sic Ego, qui texo Libros: sic Alii: scopas quotidie cernimus nec credimus.

“Biblia Americana” Psalms 90:9

“As I write, there is a small spider before my eyes that is disemboweling itself entirely, and 
it considers nothing other than its own web, from which it may seize flies. A maidservant 
is at hand who, suddenly with a broom, sweeps both web and fly and the skilled animal 
onto the ground, and grinds them with her foot. Rightly Moses says, our years will be 
considered, i. e. will be reckoned, as a spider’s web, and amidst the thinking and the doing 
they will be torn apart. We all lie in wait for flies: so I who weave books, so others – every 
day we see the broom but do not take it into account.”

Laelius Mancinus (Lelio Mancini Poliziano)
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Editor’s Introduction





Section 1

“Biblia Americana” Ezra through Psalms: Aims and Contexts1

On the most general level of abstraction, we might say that Cotton 
Mather’s “Biblia Americana,” like much biblical criticism of the period, was 
guided by two very basic principles. First, Mather assumed that academic 
learning and experiential religion need to be mutually supportive endeavors. 
Just as interpreting the Bible must not be made a matter of pious intuition but 
requires extensive preparation, proper guidance, caution, as well as great skills 
and knowledge, so learning unsupported by faith and devotion becomes vain 
pretension. Secondly, Mather and his peers understood biblical criticism as a 
collaborative and cumulative project, in which scholars freely drew on tradition 
and the works of colleagues, while also serving as counterbalances or correc-
tives to each other’s interpretations on disputed issues. From this principle 
grew Mather’s synoptic method of composition as well as his willingness to let 
conflicting readings stand next to each other in the “Biblia” where a matter was 
not to be resolved with any certainty. A striking example for how these two 
principles play out in practice can be found in Mather’s annotations on Esther 
3:2, in which he confronts the question of why Mordecai should have refused 
to bow to Haman in spite of the emperor’s decree.

As he often does in “Biblia Americana” when some matter is particularly 
complex, Mather considers various possible explanations, of which the first one 
is offered in an entry directly on that particular verse while the other appears in 
his summary comments at the end of his annotations on Esther. Mather’s first 
answer implies that Mordecai’s refusal was an act of conscience in response to 
Haman’s scheming: “the Minion of the Persian Court, had by his Brigues, ob-
tained from the Emperour a Commission & Priviledge, to require a more than 
common Reverence, from the Courtiers, then about the Palace; but Mordecai 
found it against his Conscience to take such a Notice of such a Miscreant.”2 
More specifically, Mather here suggests, Mordecai’s decision was informed by 
cultic and historical animosities. After all, Haman’s entrance into the story told 

1  A portion of this work appeared as “Euhemerism and Ancient Theology in Cotton Mather’s 
‘Biblia Americana,” in Cotton Mather and Biblia Americana: America’s First Bible Commentary, 
eds. Reiner Smolinski and Jan Stievermann (337–59).
2  Esth. 3:2; Esther, 7r. “Brigue” signifies “strife, quarrel, or contention” (OED).
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by the book of Esther is as the son of Hammedatha the Agagite (Esth. 3:1). Agag, 
of course, was the King of the Amalekites, who had been ordered destroyed 
along with his people in 1 Samuel 15 for their attack upon Israel (Exod. 17), but 
who was perversely saved by Saul. This act of apparent mercy, for which Saul 
is ultimately cursed and denied the monarchical succession (which will pass to 
David), also has crucial political as well as theological overtones. When Samuel 
rebukes Saul, he tells him that “rebellion [is as] the sin of witchcraft, and stub-
bornness [is as] iniquity and idolatry. Because thou hast rejected the word of the 
LORD, he hath also rejected thee from [being] king” (1 Sam. 15:23).3

Thus, Mordecai’s reason to scorn Haman might have been simply because 
he was of that people “whom Samuel slew; & so of a Generation, both Accursed 
of God, & no less Justly than Greatly Abhorred by the Israel of God.”4 Even 
as he proposes this possibility, though, Mather rejects it, perhaps because he 
remembers the lesson of 1 Samuel 15:23:

Had it been a meer Civil Respect, which was here demanded, it would have been 
very Superfluous, & well-nigh Ridiculous, to have given Express Command unto all 
the King’s Servants that were in the Court, concerning it; Good Manners were Doubt-
less enough used there. … It seems not a Reason weighty enough, that because the 
Jews were to cultivate no Friendship with the Amalekites, therefore Mordecai should 
not pay Haman the Civil Respect which was given to all Men in great Place; espe-
cially since by denying it, he might expose the whole Nation to Danger.5

Instead of following standard interpretations, Mather calls on the Tar-
gumim, the 1st-century ce Aramaic paraphrases of Hebrew Scripture, and the 
apocryphal additions to Esther (Esth. 13:12–14) to suggest that the decree 
entailed something other than courtly manners:

Accordingly the Author of the Apocryphal Additions to this Book understood it. He 
represents Mordecai, as praying after this Manner. Thou knowest, O Lord, that it is not 
Contumacy or Pride, nor Desire of Vainglory, that makes me not to worship Haman; for 
I would willingly kiss his Feet for the Safety of Israel; but I do it, that I may not præfer 
the Glory of a Man to the Glory of God: nor adore any one, but thee, my Lord, alone.6

The “Former Targum” supports this interpretation when it asserts that 
the Persians “in the King’s Gate bowed down to his Image, which he had sett up, 
& worshipped Haman,” and prostrated themselves before him as to a god. The 
“Latter Targum” likewise

Explains it. When they asked him, why he did not obey the King ? He answered, 
What is the Son of Man, that he should exalt himself ? What is he that is born of Woman, 

3  Throughout, in quoting from the Bible, I have relied upon the Authorized Version based 
on the 1611 King James.
4  Esth. 3:2; Esther, 7r.
5  Esth. 3:2; Esther, 7r.
6  Esth. 3:2; Esther, 7r.
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who comes lamenting into the World, & is of few Dayes, and then returns to his Earth, 
that I should worship him ? No; I worship God, the living God, who endures forever ! 
So he goes on, describing very well, the Majesty of God, the Lord of Heaven & 
Earth; & thus concludes; He is to be praised by us, & before Him, we ought to bow 
down ourselves.

The fact that the largest portion of this note relies directly on Simon Pat-
rick’s much-admired and much-copied Commentary upon the Historical Books of 
the Old Testament gives us occasion to reflect for a moment on some of Mather’s 
main sources and his use of them.7

Simon, or Symon, Patrick (1626–1707), was Bishop of Ely and well-known 
for his latitudinarian views. He held many opinions that were consonant with 
the Cambridge Platonists, but he was best known for his numerous devotional 
and exegetical works (DNB), several of which were held by the Harvard Library. 
Despite his broad-church outlook, he was evidently and expressly admired not 
only by Mather, but also by Pierre-Daniel Huet (1630–1721), French churchman 
and Bishop of Soissons (EB), and the even more famous Presbyterian clergy-
man, Matthew Henry (1662–1714), whose own Exposition of All the Books of the 
Old and New Testament (originally published between 1707 and 1714) is still in 
print (DNB). In keeping with the scholarly methods of the period, Henry, like 
Mather, reproduces much of Patrick’s own commentary in large part because 
both esteem Patrick’s voluminous learning and his profound seriousness toward 
matters of religion.8 The fact that both Henry and Mather directly copy Patrick, 
and that Huet closely paraphrases him in several of his works, shows how early 
modern exegesis was practiced as a collaborative enterprise.

The other primary source for this entry is Synopsis Criticorum Aliorumque 
Sacrae Scripturae Interpretum (1669–76), by the biblical commentator Matthew 
Poole (1624–79). Much like Mather’s own “Biblia Americana,” it is a critical 
digest of biblical interpretation. Synopsis was tremendously popular from the 
date of its publication, so much so that toward the end of his life Poole under-
took to digest his great Latin work and provide an English translation for lay 
readers. Although he died before this work could be completed, it was finished 
by his friends and published in two volumes as Annotations upon the Holy Bible 
(1683–85), a work which Mather studied closely. John Pearson’s Critici Sacri Sive 
Doctissimorum Virorum in SS. Biblia Annotationes & Tractatus, first published 
in London in nine volumes in 1660, is another of the monuments of early 
modern biblical studies that makes a frequent appearance in the “Biblia.” It col-
lected large portions of the commentaries of Hugo Grotius, Sebastian Münster, 
Francis Vatablus, Isidore Clarius, Johannes Drusius and dozens of others and 
presented their interpretations in a chapter-by-chapter study. The Critici Sacri 

7  Simon Patrick, A Commentary upon the Historical Books of the Old Testament (2:715).
8  Matthew Henry, An Exposition of All the Books of the Old and New Testament (2:650).
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was so popular that it was twice published in a reprinted and expanded edition 
on the continent.

When Mather returns to the issue of Mordecai’s refusal to bow to Haman, 
however, he does not draw on Poole, Patrick, or Pearson for the alternative 
explanation that he offers the reader. He notes that the Greeks, like Mordecai, 
“would not pay this Respect unto the Kings of Persia; but it was out of Pride.”9 
The direct source for this extended annotation that follows is Humphrey 
Prideaux (1648–1724). Dean of Norwich and a staunch Whig, Prideaux was 
best known for his work that linked the history of the Jews with that of the 
Christians, The Old and New Testament Connected in the History of the Jews and 
Neighbouring Nations, From the Declension of the Kingdoms of Israel and Judah to 
the Time of Christ, originally published between 1716 and 1718.

Prideaux, like Mather, was a master at digesting gargantuan quantities of 
information, a primary technique of learned discourse at the time that gave the 
works of many contemporary writers their characteristically massive style, in-
cluding those of Thomas Browne (1605–82) and of Robert Burton (1577–1640), 
not to mention Poole and Pearson. In contrast to Patrick, Prideaux believed 
that Mordecai’s rebellion must have had its roots in the antipathy of the ancient 
Hebrews toward the Amalekites. Prideaux’s own primary source for many 
materials related to ancient Persia, acknowledged in his Preface, was the De 
Religione Veterum Persarum of Thomas Hyde (1636–1703), although Prideaux 
appears not to depend upon Hyde for this information.10 Still, Prideaux would 
have learned from Hyde and other Orientalists that what Haman expected was 
nothing more than

the same Adoration, that was paid unto the Kings of Persia, a Bowing of the Knee, 
& a Prostration of the Body to the Ground; and that Mordecai declined it as Idola-
trous. But this being the common Complement, which was constantly paid unto 
the Kings of Persia, by all that were admitted into their Presence, it was, no doubt, 
paid unto this very King, by Ezra and by Nehemiah, when they had Access unto 
him, and afterwards by Mordecai himself. And if this Homage might be paid unto 
the King, there was no Idolatry in paying of it unto Haman too.11

Thus, Mordecai had a deeper reason for his refusal: “Probably, it was be-
cause Haman was of the race of the Amalekites, and under the Curse denounced 
by GOD upon that Nation; and therefore, he thought it not proper to give 
that Honour unto him. And if all the rest of the Jews thought the same, we 
may see, why he would also Revenge himself upon all the Nation.”12 Prideaux’s 
explanation not only preserves Mordecai’s piety, but also accounts for Haman’s 

9  Esth. 10:3; Esther 22v.
10  This is the title given by Prideaux. It was a popular shorthand reference to the actual work, 
Historia Religionis Veterum Persarum Eorumque Magorum (1700).
11  Esth. 10:3; Esther 22v; Prideaux, pt. 1, bk. 5, p. 246.
12  Esth. 10:3; Esther 22v.
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bloodlust both toward Mordecai and the entire nation of the Jews. Thus, the 
reader is left to weigh two possible explanations for Mordecai’s rebellion, both of 
them equally supported by learned arguments. Neither one of these explanations 
points to contumacy or pride as the reason for Mordecai’s action. Whether the 
refusal was rooted in respect of God’s injunction against idolatry or reflected 
His condemnation of the Amalekites, Mordecai’s purpose was pious and his 
action therefore irreproachable. Mather thus allowed for different readings to 
stand as they are, obviously wishing us to mine them for the single truth that 
each contains.

This is a recurring pattern in the annotations on Ezra through the Psalms 
and indeed throughout the “Biblia Americana.” Further examples would be 
the differing accounts of those who returned from exile in Ezra and Nehemiah, 
the differing opinions presented on the lawfulness of usury or the identities of 
Leviathan and Behemoth in Job, and the diverging contradictory readings of 
the Psalms. The method per se has been amply investigated by Reiner Smolinski 
in his essays and in his general introduction to the Biblia series, particularly as 
they relate to Mather’s commentaries on the Pentateuch.13 I want to emphasize 
here what seems to me the rationale behind it: for Mather understanding the 
Bible was a continuing and endlessly complex process that required the use of 
the best learning and all available sources of knowledge, even where this meant 
that sometimes one had to accept, at least for the time being, the possibility of 
conflicting interpretations.

In following this rationale, Mather is also operating well within the cultural 
presumptions of Puritan ministry as they are ably outlined by Lisa Gordis. 
Puritan clerics, like other reformers, did expect their congregants to read the 
scripture for themselves. The difficulty lay in skilled interpretation: Trained 
ministers were needed to navigate the rocky shoals of scripture and it was for this 
reason that Harvard itself was founded. As the cases of Anne Hutchinson and 
Roger Williams made plain, even the most sincere “attempts to use the biblical 
text as a guide were … complicated” and tendentious.14 William Perkins, the 
exemplary Puritan minister, found many “dark” places in scripture that could 
only be illuminated by those with adequate training in language and learning.15 
In like manner, Mather admits in his commentary on Ezra that “Our Bible, is a 
Book of Mysteries; it is very much a Seal’d Book unto us, until wee come at those 
Mysteries.”16 Approaching those mysteries evidently requires the guidance of one 
provided with learning that others often do not have.

Mather does appear to depart from his ministerial (and familial) forebears 
in one important regard. While the first generation of colonial clerics operated 

13  For more detail, see Smolinski’s introduction to the first volume (BA 1:113–74).
14  Gordis, Opening Scripture 178.
15  Gordis 19.
16  Ezra 5r.
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under the assumption that the art of their learning should not be visible as art, 
and that therefore their sermons should seem “plain” even when they were not,17 
Cotton Mather was famous for the ostentatious erudition of his sermons and 
his writing. He always intimates, even when he does not expressly indicate, the 
formidable training required to adequately interpret scripture.18 Still, the leitmo-
tif of “learning” in A New Offer to the Lovers of Religion and Learning (c. 1714) 
announces that Mather is doing more in his vast work than defending the faith 
against those who would destroy it: he is also buttressing it against those who, 
with the best intentions, might harm it.

Puritans were not alone in their belief that untutored biblical interpreta-
tion was fraught with peril. Kevin Killeen, in his recent monograph on Thomas 
Browne, points out how many contemporaries and near contemporaries of 
Mather expressed similar anxieties about lax approaches to scripture. John 
Selden (1584–1654), in his much admired Table Talk, lamented how “Scrutamini 
Scripturas – These two words have undone the world.”19 Later in this same work, 
Selden avers that the problem often has to do with a cavalier treatment of con-
text: “we pick out a Text here and there to make it serve our turn; whereas if we 
take it altogether, and consider’d what went before, and what followed after, we 
should find it meant no such thing.”20 The Anglican minister and anti-Puritan 
controversialist, Richard Hooker (1554–1600), wary of radical agitation, would 
also in his Of the Laws of Ecclesiastical Politie (London, 1611) censure the belief 
that “access to the Bible is open to every vulgar intellect: ‘When they and their 
Bibles were alone together, what strange fantastical opinion soever at any time 
entered into their heads, their use was to think the Spirit taught it them.’”21 
Likewise, Edward Stillingfleet (1635–99), another fierce defender of Anglican-
ism and episcopacy, in A Discourse Concerning the Idolatry Practised in the Church 
of Rome (London, 1671), opined that the Bible “in the hands of an arrogant and 
presumptuous Spirit, that hath no Guide to interpret it, but its own fancy or 
passion, it is a dangerous Weapon, with which he will wound both himself and 
others.”22

Many of the writers who gave voice to such fears were, of course, Anglican 
and staunch proponents of episcopacy. Nonetheless, they expressed an attitude 
held in common with Puritans that examining the Bible was no easy task. Rec-
ognizing this shared stance allows Kevin Killeen to go to the core of Thomas 
Browne’s otherwise almost impenetrably dense works, especially Pseudodoxia 

17  See Gordis 34.
18  For more on this issue, see Mather’s discussion of style and displays of erudition in his 
Manuductio ad Ministerium (1726), pp. 44–47.
19  Qtd. in Killeen, Biblical Scholarship, Science, and Politics in Early Modern England, 16; 
Selden, Table Talk, p. 7.
20  Selden, p. 9.
21  Killeen 16.
22  Qtd. in Killeen 16; Stillingfleet, Discourse, p. 30.
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Epidemica, first published in London in 1646, and revised and appended 
through several later editions. The Pseudodoxia, Killeen asserts, “engages in a 
historicism that is at once consummately trivial, in its exploration of scriptural 
minutiae, and highly political.” Browne and, it should be said, many of the same 
authorities that Mather also employs “are exercised with reclaiming interpreta-
tive authority in the face of a perceived hermeneutic anarchy.”23 Mather is clearly 
not modeling his work on the Pseudodoxia, but the two works are similar in that 
they “exemplify an important innovation in exegetical method, an approach to 
reading the Bible that focused on the culture of biblical objects and customs.” 
Much biblical scholarship of the period, including the Synopsis Criticorum 
and the Critici Sacri, display what might be seen as an inordinate interest in 
minor matters, but if this is pedantry, it is a “purposeful pedantry, [designed] to 
pre-empt the appropriation and misuse of the text.” Those who would misuse 
holy writ with their dilettantish readings are countered with an “insistence on 
a cultural, historical, and linguistic expertise that serves as a prerequisite to 
exegetical competence.”24

It is in this context that we should see Mather’s copious method so often re-
marked upon. Most famously observed in his history of New England, Magnalia 
Christi Americana (London, 1702), the same peripatetic mind obviously informs 
most of Mather’s writings. Jan Stievermann has analyzed Mather’s ambitions in 
the Magnalia and rightly recognizes that Mather through this technique hoped 
to unite all branches of knowledge.25 Such breadth of vision was in no way 
unusual in the early modern period: it was, as Walter Ong noted, inherent in the 
Ramistic schemes of thought that would come to dominate early New English 
culture and learning.26 From a post-Romantic viewpoint, the copious writing 
at which Mather excelled might seem to evince a lack of originality. However, 
we should remember the standard of learned discourse in the Baroque period 
was not originality but breadth. The form of much early modern writing, from 
Anatomy of Melancholy (Oxford, 1621) to Pseudodoxia Epidemica to Synopsis 
Criticorum and Samuel Bochart’s (1599–1667) oft-cited Geographia Sacra seu 

23  Killeen 46.
24  Killeen 47.
25  See Jan Stievermann, “Writing ‘to Conquer All Things’: Cotton Mather’s Magnalia Christi 
Americana and the Quandary of Copia,” 264. Also helpful in understanding Mather’s rhetorical 
method is Winton Solberg’s introduction to his edition of The Christian Philosopher (see espe-
cially xix–xxii), Kenneth Murdock’s introductory essay to books I and II of Magnalia Christi 
Americana, particularly 34–42, and Rick Kennedy’s “Historians as Flower Pickers and Honey 
Bees: Cotton Mather and the Commonplace-Book Tradition of History,” in Cotton Mather and 
Biblia Americana (261–76). Gustaaf Van Cromphout, in “Manuductio Ad Ministerium: Cotton 
Mather as Neoclassicist,” examines Mather’s shift toward a more identifiable “Cartesian” style of 
rhetoric in his later work but as Cromphout himself recognizes appropriation of other stylistic 
techniques does not mean that Mather gave up entirely on the approaches that had served him 
so well for so long, and which made him famous as a minister and a writer (363).
26  See Ong, Ramus, Method, and the Decay of Dialogue (208).
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Phaleg et Canaan (Caen, 1646) and its companion, Hierozoicon (London, 1663) 
grows from this assumption. To combine such breadth of learning with depth 
of experiential piety was what Mather ultimately aimed for, and it is this aim by 
which we should measure his success.

Ezra and Nehemiah

Mather, operating in an ancient tradition of hermeneutics, considers 
the books of Ezra and Nehemiah as a continuation of Chronicles. The rabbis 
believed that Ezra wrote not only the eponymous book in scripture but the 
Chronicles as well, and that Nehemiah finished this work.27 While Mather, like 
most early modern commentators, did not challenge this opinion, he found no 
shortage of other interpretive problems to occupy him.

Foremost among these are the differing accounts of those who returned 
from exile contained in Ezra 2 and Nehemiah 8, respectively. Mather confronts 
this discrepancy with characteristic forthrightness. He does not mention the 
problem in his annotations on Ezra 2, perhaps because he knows that the in-
congruity will not become apparent until one reads Nehemiah carefully. There, 
however, the issue cannot be ignored and so he candidly summarizes the case 
in his query:

Q.  Nehemiah gives an Account of the Number & Kindred, by whom Judæa was 
planted, after the Captivity; But you will find a wonderful Difference from the 
Catalogue in the Second of Ezra: Tho’ the Text here seems to affirm, that it is the 
very same, I found a Book of the Genealogy of them, that came up at the first, & found 
written therein. v. 5. How is this Matter to bee apprehended ?28

Initially, Mather offers the supposition of his trusted Patrick that Nehe-
miah must have found the original census of Ezra and compared it with his own 
enumeration of the people in order “to observe, by comparing the List, what 
Progress the Plantation had made.”29 In keeping with the shared nature of the ex-
egetical enterprise of the period, Patrick at this point is quoting from the work of 
the renowned harmonist, John Lightfoot (1602–75), in his work Chronicle of the 
Times and Order of the Texts of the Old Testament, originally published in 1647.30

It is characteristic of Mather, however, that despite his obvious respect for 
Patrick, he does not hesitate to question him when his conclusions appear open 
to interrogation. Mather ultimately decides in favor of the perhaps more crea-
tive but certainly more systematic analysis of James (Jacob) Alting (1618–79). 

27  Baba Bathra, 15a.
28  Neh. 7:1; Nehemiah, 13r.
29  Patrick, Commentary (2:688).
30  See Lightfoot, Works, vol. 1, pp. 145–46.
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Aaron. See also Moses ​ 90, 335, 347, 557, 
593, 605, 652, 655, 694
Priestly Garments ​ 464, 691, 748
Rod of ​ 88

R. Abba (Aba) (Abba Arika?) ​ 347, 649, 
663

Abbot, George
Brief Notes upon the Whole Book of 
Psalmes ​ 586

R. Aben Ezra See Ibn Ezra
Abrabanel, Isaac ben Judah; also Ab-

arbanel, Abravanel ​ 651–52
Abraham ​ 169, 210, 247, 395, 398, 484, 

492, 594–95, 655, 672–73, 678, 713, 
753
And Battle of Four Kings ​ 462–63
As Friend of God ​ 183, 207–08
Righteousness of ​ 695–96

Absalom. See David
Abu Nasr, Samuel

Ifham al-Yahud ​ 736
Adam. See also Eden; Eve; Original Sin ​

167, 239, 309, 340, 375, 380, 395, 
466, 497, 566–67, 597, 639, 718
Buried at Golgotha ​ 583
Cognate with Edom ​ 251
Fall of ​ 170–71, 222, 344, 450, 460, 
714, 718
Punishment of ​ 222
As Term for Humanity (Son of Man) ​
360–61, 607

Adam, City of ​ 597
Aelian (Claudius Aelianus) ​ 250, 273, 

583
De Natura Animalium ​ 140, 289, 526, 
637
De Varia Historia ​ 157, 414

Aelius Lampridius
Historia Augusta ​ 143

Aeschines ​ 477
Aeschylus

Psychostasia ​ 257
Persae ​ 143

Aesculapius ​ 417
Africanus, Leo (Hassan Ibn Al Fasi) ​ 280
Agatharchides. See also Diodorus Siculus ​

143, 583
Ahashuerus. See also Persian Empire, 

Rulers of ​ 146, 150, 157, 162, 688
Great Feast of ​ 140–44
Identified with Artaxerxes Longimanus ​
139, 163–64
Identified with Artaxerxes Mnemon ​
139
Identified with Darius Hydaspes ​ 163
Identified with Ochus ​ 139, 158, 162, 
791
Identified with Xerxes ​ 163

Alcisius Cadamuistus ​ 280
Ainsworth, Henry

Annotations ​ 423, 429, 458, 464, 522, 
539, 577, 671, 726

St. Albert the Great (Albertus Magnus) ​
283
De Animalibus ​ 660

Aldrovandi, Ulisse
Ornithologiae ​ 668–69

Alexander the Great ​ 95, 123, 132, 143, 
146, 279, 746

R. Alexander ​ 403
Alleine, William

Some Discovery of the New Heavens and 
the New Earth ​ 571

Allix (Alix), Pierre
Book of Psalms ​ 343–46, 350, 353, 
359–60, 364, 370, 372, 382, 385, 390, 
400, 410, 416, 421, 428, 431, 442, 
445–46, 452, 457, 461, 465, 467–68, 



838 General Index

470–71, 475, 478, 483, 492–93, 495, 
499, 503, 510, 513, 515–16, 519, 
521–22, 524, 531, 534, 538–39, 541, 
544–45, 549 551, 553, 561, 564, 
567–70, 575, 580, 586, 589, 592, 594, 
599, 605, 607, 609, 611, 615, 618, 
620, 623, 627, 631, 635, 639, 641, 
643, 645–46, 649–51, 656–57, 659, 
665, 672, 677, 683–84, 692, 695, 699, 
701–02, 704, 707–08, 712, 723, 728, 
732, 734, 737, 739, 741, 743, 749, 
753–54, 756, 758, 762, 764, 766, 768, 
771–72, 774, 777–78, 781, 784, 786
Reflexions upon … Scripture ​ 91, 105, 
119, 137, 159–60

Alphabet of Ben-Sira ​ 340
Alsted, Johann Heinrich

Theologia Naturalis ​ 547
Alting, James (Jacob)

Commentarius Theorico-Practicus in 
Geneseos ​ 124–25, 221–22
Commentarius Theorico-Practicus in 
Psalmorum ​ 435, 562
“Epistola 69” ​ 125
Parallelismi … Veteris Testatmenti ​ 497

Amalek, Amalekite ​ 148, 154, 159, 769
Amama, Sixtinus ​ 629

Anti-Barbarus Biblicus ​ 284, 339, 571, 
582–83, 596–97

St. Ambrose ​ 561, 665
De Abraham ​ 654–55
De Interpellatione ​ 294–95
De Tobia ​ 556

America ​ 251, 413, 525
American Indians

Shamans (Powawes) ​ 193
Ames, William

Lectiones in Omnes Psalmos Davidis ​
345
Medulla Theologica (Marrow of 
Divinity) ​ 434

Ammianus Marcellinus
Res Gestae ​ 282, 286

Ammon, Ammonite. See Moab
Amos ​ 271, 627
Anacreon

Odes ​ 668
St. Andrew ​ 562

Angels. See also Cherubim, Satan ​ 84, 
174, 190, 195–97, 243, 251, 264, 268, 
321, 327, 340–41, 401, 466, 483, 521, 
555, 591, 596, 627–28, 646, 653, 659, 
664, 666, 698, 726
Archangels ​ 144
Fallen Angels ​ 167, 196, 284
Messengers of God ​ 260, 596–97, 
674–75
Ministrations of ​ 116, 184, 453–54, 
484, 500, 521–22, 569, 635, 638, 649, 
688, 741, 745

Animals. See also Behemoth; Leviathan
Ass ​ 274, 290, 602, 667, 675–76
Bear ​ 365, 423, 451, 586
Boar (Pig; Swine) ​ 560, 602–03
Bull, Bullock ​ 274, 282, 291, 423, 
500, 549, 566–67, 660
Camel ​ 275–76, 288, 291
Cattle (Oxen) ​ 162, 253, 273, 279–81, 
297, 314, 384, 473, 497, 501, 547, 
667, 740, 771, 781
Crocodile ​ 193, 286–91, 638
Deer (Hind) ​ 273, 321, 425, 668
Dog ​ 224, 270–71, 423, 531, 533, 608
Eagle ​ 336, 624, 653, 662,
Elephant ​ 285, 288, 608
Fox ​ 542
Hen ​ 205, 407
Heron (Bittern) ​ 659–60
Horse ​ 116, 153, 259, 271, 276–79, 
288, 290–91, 368, 451, 487, 553, 608, 
654, 666, 778
Jackal ​ 114, 209, 256, 542
Lamb  ​ 416, 422, 429, 536, 589, 600, 
699
Lion ​ 195, 219, 248, 299, 380, 
422–25, 586, 608, 634, 637–38, 653, 
658
Lizard ​ 637
Lobster ​ 637
Oryx ​ 274
Ostrich ​ 256, 275–76, 321
Owl ​ 256, 659
Peacock ​ 271, 275
Pelican ​ 659–60
Ram or Goat ​ 140, 273–74, 500, 549, 
604, 689, 746, 764
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Rhinoceros ​ 273, 280
Sea Lion ​ 637
Sheep ​ 107, 116, 331, 347, 373, 
497–98, 549, 598, 667, 689
Snakes (Serpents) ​ 114–15, 171, 193, 
209, 286, 288, 291, 340, 435, 524–28, 
637–38, 663, 669
Stork ​ 275–76, 668–69
Tiger ​ 423, 451
Whales ​ 209, 245, 273, 286–89, 638
Wolf ​ 542, 561–62, 600

Animals, Mythical
Basilisk ​ 637
Cerberus ​ 273
Dragons ​ 114–15, 171, 193, 209, 245, 
256, 286, 288, 292, 422, 485, 527, 
584, 637–38, 781
Gorgon ​ 273
Lamia ​ 273
Pegasus ​ 278
Sirens ​ 273
Unicorn ​ 273–74

Annesley, Samuel
A Continuation of Morning Exercise 
Questions and Cases of Conscience ​ 464
Supplement to the Morning-Exercise at 
Cripple-Gate ​ 623

Antichrist ​ 86, 159, 343, 345–46, 364, 
370, 372, 378, 380, 382, 384–85, 390, 
405, 410–11, 428, 442, 457, 461, 465, 
467–68, 483, 499, 510, 513, 515–16, 
519, 521, 524, 531, 539, 541, 544, 
549, 553, 569, 575, 592, 599, 607, 
609, 619, 639, 643, 646, 649–50, 671, 
691–92, 702, 712, 728, 730, 739, 750, 
758, 762, 764–66

Antiochus Epiphanes ​ 483, 580
Apollinaris of Laodicea (Apollinarius) ​

574–75, 589, 637
Apollonius of Tyana ​ 114, 143, 232
Appian of Alexandria

Roman History  ​ 229
Appio (Apion). See Flavius Josephus
Aquila of Sinope ​ 290, 773
Aquinas, St. Thomas ​ 283, 478, 547

Expositiones in Psalmos Davidis ​ 475
Arabia, Arabian ​ 115, 135–36, 139, 

143, 165, 183, 217, 233, 253, 255, 

263, 270–71, 274–76, 278–80, 294, 
334, 366, 376, 385, 560–61, 675–76, 
723–24, 785
Location of Uz (Utz) ​ 173

Arama, R. Isaac ben Moses ​ 633, 679–80, 
690, 699, 718

Aretaeus ​ 188–89
Aristaeas (Aristeas), Historian of 

Septuagint ​ 436–37
Aristaeas the Proconuesian ​ 232
Aristophanes

Clouds ​ 480
Aristotle ​ 279, 283, 408, 525, 547

Ethica ​ 461
De Historia Animalium ​ 273, 280, 526
De Mundo (Pseudo-Aristotle) ​ 140, 
142–43, 216
De Partibus Animalium ​ 275, 286, 289

Ark of the Covenant. See also Temple at 
Jerusalem ​ 85, 88, 358–59, 390, 395, 
407, 431, 450, 478, 492, 551, 563, 
594, 597, 600, 610, 636, 647, 652, 
654, 677, 727, 744, 787

Arminianism ​ 83, 292
Arminius, Jacob ​ 324
Arndt, Johann

De Vero Christianismo (Of True 
Christianity) ​ 469–70, 766

Arnobius Sicca ​ 344
Disputationem Adversus Gentes ​ 501, 
525–26

Arnobius the Younger
Commentarii in Psalmos ​ 344, 350, 
358, 360, 364, 388, 390, 401, 410, 
419, 423–24, 426, 428, 435–36, 
441–44, 457, 460, 476, 488, 496, 498, 
510, 516–17, 531–32, 542, 547, 549, 
577–78, 584, 614, 632, 657, 661, 672, 
679–80, 684, 706, 712, 714–16, 720, 
734–35, 737, 740, 754, 756, 769–70, 
773, 777, 786

Arrianus, Lucius Flavius of Nicomedia 
(Arrian). See also Epictetus. ​ 203, 
205–08, 250

Arrowsmith, John
Armilla Catechetica ​ 215, 454, 461, 
465, 547–48, 725, 759
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Artabanus (Artaban). See also Persian 
Empire, Rulers of ​ 163

Artaxerxes. See Persian Empire, Rulers of
Assyria, Assyrian ​ 90, 98, 109, 140, 190, 

483–84, 490, 589–91, 600, 609, 728
Astrology ​ 245, 271–72, 284, 587–88
Astronomy. See also Heaven; Idolatry

Constellations ​ 270–72
Moon ​ 171, 258, 314, 337, 375, 546, 
585, 604, 629, 699, 726, 752
Spherical Structure ​ 665–66
Sun ​ 135, 142–43, 171–72, 175, 181, 
195, 211, 242, 258, 267, 287, 307, 
11, 314, 318, 337, 375, 414, 416–17, 
469–70, 546, 572–73, 587, 594, 626, 
628, 632, 658, 664–65, 669, 695–96, 
698, 726, 746, 752, 777
Stars  ​ 84, 107, 160, 172, 183, 229, 
232, 270–71, 286, 311, 314, 320, 375, 
414–15, 422, 436, 546, 587, 669, 752, 
777

St. Athanasius of Alexandria ​ 553
Expositione in Psalmos ​ 343
Interpretatio in Psalmos ​ 658
Quaestiones in Scripturam Sacram ​ 658

Atmosphere ​ 268–69
Athenæus of Naucratis ​ 273

The Deipnosophists ​ 111, 141, 143–44, 
146, 151, 250, 433, 637

Athens, Athenians. See Greece, Grecians
Atossa, Wife of Darius I (Atessa; Artossa). 

See also Vashti ​ 97, 142–43, 163
St. Augustine of Hippo (Austin) ​ 192, 

561
De Civitate Dei ​ 233, 582
Confessiones ​ 704
De Consensu Evangelistarum ​ 416
Enarrationes in Psalmos ​ 380, 389, 412, 
450–51, 524–25, 532, 551, 559, 573, 
640, 654–55, 657
Sermones ad Populum ​ 717
Sermones de Tempore ​ 230

Augustus Caesar. See Roman Empire, 
Rulers of

Aulus Gellius
Noctes Atticae ​ 208

Aurelius Prudentius Clemens. See 
Decimius Magnus Ausonius

Avitus, Alcimus Ecdicius
De Originali Peccato ​ 527

Baal ​ 96, 278, 686, 702
Babel. See also Nimrod ​ 86, 167, 620, 

622
Babylon, Babylonians. See also Jews, 

Captivity in Babylon of; Chaldea ​
84–85, 89–90, 95–96, 101, 105, 120, 
124, 129, 139, 142, 165, 213, 334, 
355, 365, 388, 493, 601, 619–20, 630, 
661, 732, 754–55
As Type of Rome ​ 86, 388, 601, 778
Belshazzar ​ 257

Bacchus (Dionysus) ​ 270, 602, 668, 746, 
750

Bacon, Francis
Essayes ​ 607–08
Resuscitatio, ed. William Rawley ​ 384

De Baeza, Diego (Didacus)
Commentaria Moralia in Evangelicam 
Historiam ​ 640

Barksdale, Clement
The Sacrifice ​ 508

St. Barlaam of Caesarea ​ 769
Basely, N. (N. B.)

Sermon Shewing the Meanes How We 
May Escape the Damnation of Hell ​ 498

Bashan ​ 554, 558, 750
Basil of Caesarea ​ 583, 769

Homilia in Psalmos ​ 326–27, 343
Bartholine, Thomas

De Latere Christi  ​ 156
De Morbis Biblicis ​ 187–90

St. Bartholomew ​ 562
Bates, William

The Four Last Things ​ 775
Bathsheba. See David
Bauhin, Gasphard

Pinax, Theatri Botanici ​ 669–70
Bayle, Pierre

General Dictionary ​ 272
Nouvelles de la Republique des Lettres ​
723

Bede (the Venerable)
Aliquot Quaestionum Liber ​ 284
De Locis Sanctis ​ 582
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Behemoth. See also Animals; Leviathan
As Satan ​ 283–84
As Elephant ​ 279–80, 283–84
As Hippopotamus ​ 279–83

Bellarmine, Robert
Explanatio in Psalmos ​ 640

Bellini, Lorenzo (Laurence)
Opuscula Aliquot ​ 759

Belon, Pierre (Petrus Bellonius). See also 
John Ray ​ 230–31
De Aquatilibus ​ 273, 280, 282, 288
De Avibus ​ 660, 669

Benedict, Philip
Christ’s Churches Purely Reformed ​ 339

Berger, David
“Mission to the Jews” ​ 735–36

Bernard of Clairvaux ​ 454
In Festo Omnium Sanctorum ​ 704
Sermones de Tempore ​ 523

Beroaldo, Filippo ​ 739
Bertram, Cornelius (Corneille)

De Republica Ebraeorum ​ 111, 130–31
Beza, Theodore ​ 369, 723

Les Pseaumes de David ​ 660, 722
Bible, Poetry in ​ 257, 323–24, 424, 433, 

479, 548, 631, 701, 782
Bible, Versions of. See also Brian Walton, 

Biblia Sacra Polyglotta
Arabic ​ 113, 135, 170–72, 237, 376, 
511, 605, 637
Chaldee Paraphrase. See also Targums ​
113, 150, 170, 172, 199, 219, 226, 
236, 249, 264, 270, 275, 277–78, 282, 
351, 376, 378, 382, 387, 400, 408, 
426, 429, 458, 486, 490, 496, 499, 
522, 542, 557, 565, 576, 652, 656, 
699, 724,
ESV ​ 155, 251, 273, 524, 572
Ethiopian ​ 637
French ​ 280, 464, 684, 710
Geneva Bible ​ 206
Italian ​ 464, 700
KJV ​ 92, 155, 203, 206, 259–60, 270, 
273, 275, 406, 473, 487, 587, 637, 
651, 671,
NAU ​ 155, 572
Port-Royal Bible ​ 710

Septuagint (LXX) ​ 100, 113, 135, 139, 
164, 169, 171, 189, 195, 227, 245, 
258, 277, 284, 286–89, 377, 407, 
431, 436, 457–58, 464, 466, 473, 486, 
556–58, 577, 595, 629–30, 632, 637, 
641, 651, 656, 664, 690, 710, 723, 
760, 769, 772–73
Spanish ​ 133, 439, 464, 536, 621, 700, 
733, 767
Syriac ​ 113, 168, 170–72, 237, 290, 
346, 353, 362, 372, 378–80, 384–85, 
450, 460, 466, 532, 539, 557, 637, 
765, 772
Vulgate ​ 113, 126, 133, 213, 215, 253, 
324, 339, 344, 346–47, 352, 458, 464, 
466, 475, 637, 652, 654–55, 684, 710, 
746, 760, 772, 776

Bildad. See also Elihu; Eliphaz; Zophar ​
210, 246, 304, 673

Blackmore, Richard
New Version of the Psalms ​ 622
Paraphrase on Job ​ 173–83

Blackwall, Anthony
Introduction to the Classics ​ 257

Bochart, Samuel ​ 166, 237, 248, 256
Geographia Sacra ​ 128, 136, 249, 270, 
584, 589, 602, 619, 724, 751
Hierozoicon ​ 114, 142–43, 249–51, 
255, 265, 273–84, 286–91, 422, 522, 
524–28, 589, 612, 634, 637–38, 
659–60, 662–63, 786

Boethius
Consolation of Philosophy ​ 206–07

Bogan, Zachary
Homerus ἙΒΡΑΊΖΩΝ ​ 204

Bohl, Samuel (Bohlius)
Disputationes ​ 197–98
Pro Regula Rustica  ​ 197

Bolduc, Jacob (Jacobus Bolducii)
Commentaria in Librum Job ​ 248, 269

De Boot, Arnold (Arnold Bootius; 
Arnold de Boate)
Animadversiones ​ 273–74, 277–78

Brazil (Brasil) ​ 165
Brenz, Johannes  ​ 454
Brice, Germain

A New Description of Paris ​ 520
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Briggs, William
Ophthalmographia ​ 643

Browne, Thomas
Certain Miscellany Tracts ​ 465, 668–69, 
724, 739
Hydriotaphia ​ 270
Pseudodoxia Epidemica ​ 746

Buchanan, George
Psalmorum Davidis Paraphrasis ​ 339

Büchlein, Paul. See Paulus Fagius
Burnet, Gilbert ​ 91, 414

History of His Own Time ​ 210–11, 392
Exposition of the Thirty-Nine Articles ​
391

Burthogge, Richard
Causa Dei ​ 244

Buxtorf, Johannes (the elder)
Lexicon Hebraicum et Chaldaicum ​
219–20
Tiberias ​ 103

Buxtorf, Johannes (the younger). See also 
Maimonides
(trans.) Doctor Perplexorum ​ 187, 222, 
295, 501, 552, 604, 717

Cajetan, Thomas ​ 725
Calendar

Ab (5th Month) ​ 129
Adar (12th Month) ​ 149, 164
Cislen (Kislev; 9th Month) ​ 270
Nisan (1st Month) ​ 113, 604
Siwan (3rd Month) ​ 604
Tishri (7th Month) ​ 129, 604

Calvert, Thomas
The Blessed Jew of Marocco ​ 735

Cambyses. See Persian Empire, Rulers of
Camfield, Benjamin

Theological Discourse of Angels ​ 454
Calvin, John (Jean) ​ 215, 424, 684, 745

Commentarii in Librum Psalmorum ​
358–59, 362, 407, 440, 703

Canaan, Canaanite ​ 90, 134, 251, 345, 
554, 565, 585, 593–94, 675, 681, 750, 
752
As Symbol of Paradise ​ 440

Capellus, Jacobus (Jacques Capel, Cappel)
Historia Sacra et Exotica ​ 104, 125, 
139, 143–44, 157–58, 162

Capellus, Ludovicus (Louis Cappel, 
Capel) and Jacobus Capellus
Commentarii et Notae Criticae  ​ 104, 
195, 213, 244, 270, 277, 550

Cardan, Jerome. See also Julius Caesar 
Scaliger
De Rerum Varietate ​ 289
De Subtilitate ​ 276

Carlsbach, Elisheva
Divided Souls: Converts from Judaism in 
Germany, 1500–1700 ​ 736
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