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Foreword 

The purpose of this book is to focus the interest of the educated reader, 
the student, and the research scholar on a topic which so far has not attrac-
ted adequate monographic attention. This review of relations between the 
Jews in Eretz-Israel and the nations of the frontier and the desert is pre-
sented in a chronological framework. At the same time, appropriated 
scholarly attention has been devoted in every chapter to each one of the 
spheres of life in which the fabric of relations between the Jews and their 
neighbors was shaped: religion, society, administration, politics, defence, 
etc., insofar as these are relevant and necessary. Since this work is extreme-
ly monographic in nature, the reader is required to possess considerable 
amount of prior general knowledge in the history of the Jewish people 
during the Second Temple Period. This in fact is essential for a thorough 
understanding of the different problems raised; the same applies to the his-
tory of the Nabataeans and the Ituraeans. 

We fear there is a certain danger that the modern reader might be tempt-
ed to draw analogies between historical reality as it takes form in this 
account and that of our own times. In anticipation of this we therefore 
wish to state that from the historian's point of view history does not repeat 
itself. Let the reader therefore not apply our conclusions or any he himself 
may draw while reading this book to the world scene of our time. Anyone 
making a historical projection of this kind errs and misleads others. It 
seems the great majority of those who do this are politicians with preten-
sions of basing their opinions on so-called experience of the past and the 
lessons it teaches. This is a misleading deception, for each and every histori-
cal period should and must be judged only by its own standards; similarities 
and conclusions are not to be transposed from one era to another, even if 
on the face of it there is a superficial resemblance between them. 

From the scientific aspect this book is intended to present its readers the 
latest historical interpretations relevant to the subject, including those aris-
ing from finds and findings in archaeology, epigraphy, papyrology, numis-
matics, and geography. A number of useful maps, a chronological chart, a 
bibliography, a table of abbreviations and indices are also included. In 
addition, most of the Aramaic, Hebrew, Greek, and Latin terms and quota-
tions have been translated into English, often with the addition of short 
explanations and notes thought to be relevant and necessary. Many trans-
lations of quoted passages were taken from standard works of reference, 
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such as the writings of Joseph us Flavius (Loeb Classical Library ed.); The 
Mishnah (trans, by Danby); The Midrash Rabbah (trans, by Freedman); 
The Babylonian Talmud (ed. by Epstein); The First and Second Books of 
Maccabees (trans, by Bartlett), etc. 
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Preface 

Relations of the Jewish community in Eretz-Israel with the Idumaeans 
and the Arab tribes and nations have until now not had the benefit of any 
particular clarification through research and thus no monograph devoted 
mainly to this topic has ever been written. Scholars' attention has in gen-
eral focussed on the history of the people of Israel or of the great Hellenis-
tic kingdoms of the Ptolemaic and Seleucid dynasties and their successor, 
the Roman Empire. Only very little has been devoted to the history of the 
small nations in the area1. The main reason for this no doubt lies in the lack 
of any written literary sources, especially of national chronicles written by 
authors belonging to these nations. It has already been frequently remarked 
that we unfortunately have no knowledge of the existence of an Idumaean, 
a Nabataean, or an Ituraean Josephus leaving future generations a written 
record of his people. All recently attempted research for writing such a 
history is of course based on diligent gleaning of crumbs of information, 
mainly from Hellenistic and Roman historiography and a little more from 
epigraphic and archeological finds, sources which at best are quite limited. 

If for example we should want to investigate the history of the Idu-
maeans, we would face the complete absence of any Indumaean literary 
sources. Even on the epigraphic level there are only the scantiest of rem-
nants and, apart from the mention of typical Idumaean names, we have no 
criterion by which we can even identify an Idumaean inscription. Neither 
can we recognise a typically Idumaean style of building enabling us to distin-
guish an Idumaean structure from any other - not even in any kind of cultic 
function. From a professional archeological point of view, it is not even 
possible to compare the Idumaeans with the Nabataeans and Ituraeans in the 
period under discussion. The Nabataeans did after all have some form of in-
dividuality in their architecture and their ritual objects, particularly since a 

1 An impression easily confirmed, if only from a fleeting glance at bibliographic lists on the Naba-
taeans and tiny Arab principalities such as Chalcis, Ituraea, and Abila (Abilene), found in the 
books by Schürer, I4 , pp.707, 726, I s , pp.561, 574; also; Starcky, Dictionnaire, cols. 1 0 1 6 -
1017. Only in recent years has there been a certain change concerning the Nabataeans and Itu-
raeans, as may for example be seen from the bibliographic list compiled by Bowersock (Roman 
Arabia, p. 193 ff.) on the Nabataeans, as well as the studies by Schmitt and Schottroff, see: Götz 
Schmitt, ZDPV, XLVIII (1982) pp .110-124 ; Schottroff, ZDPV, XLVIII (1982) pp .125-152 . 
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special style of Nabataeans ceramics may be clearly recognised5. As for the 
Ituraeans, there is today a tendency in certain Israeli archeological circles to 
identify "Ituraean ceramics" or "Golan ceramics"3. On the other hand, inso-
far as "Idumaean ceramics" have been identified in modern research, these in-
volve periods much earlier than the one we are discussing here4. It appears 
that the absence of Idumaean sources ever since the Persian period has to a 
large, even critical extent, dictated the lack of interest on the part of mod-
ern scholarship. When compared with the biblical period, the difference is 
enormous, since this very people then presented a fascinating subject for 
extensive scientific study. The very opposite holds good for their descen-
dants in the period of the Second Temple, and there has not been even one 
serious attempt - in the form of an independent and unbiased scholarly 
monograph — to examine their history comprehensively5. Ronen's final 
Master's thesis presented at Tel-Aviv University is in the nature of an at-
tempt to correct this6. Let us hope it represents a beginning. Idumaean 
history included in the chapters of this monograph is therefore meant to 
help scholars planning to pursue this same project in the future. 

Due to the revolutionary changes which took place in the Near East 
following the rise and fall of the great powers of Assyria, Babylonia, and 
Persia, most neighboring nations in Transjordan of biblical times (such as 
the Ammonites and Amorites, for example) disappeared from the stage of 
history in the region. Also contributing to a not inconsiderable extent were 
the great demographic changes which occurred and which inter alia were 
characterized by incursion of the Arab tribes from the south, the east, and 
the north. A quick review of the history of nations in the Eretz-Israel 
region will show that only the Idumaeans (or Edomites, as they are called 
in the Bible) succeeded in surviving as a "nation"; thus in the Hellenistic 
era they were recognised in every respect as an "ethnos". The special 
nature of this phenomenon is even more striking in view of the fact that 
this nation had moved to a new "homeland" where they then took root so 
successfully and thoroughly that for many generations it was named Idu-
maea after them. In contrast, their old homeland (i.e., biblical Edom), 
under the new demographic and political circumstances (to be more pre-
cise, from the end of the sixth century BCE), had its name changed, so 

2 For an impression on Nabataean individuality in architecture, art, ritual buildings, carving graves 
in rock, in pottery and jewelry, see Negev, Masters of the Desert, p.86ff. 

3 See Kasher, Cathedra, XXXIII (1984), pp .27 -28 , note 45, and further details there. 
4 E.g., see Ronen, Idumaeans etc., p.9. 
5 Though devoting a fairly large section to the Idumaeans and Idumaea and on certain problem 

also diverging to the Persian period, Kochmann in his dissertation still does not represent a break-
through in the direction of monographic study on the subject of Idumaeans. 

6 See Ronen, Idumaeans etc. 
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much so that in the Hellenistic period it was already known by the name of 
"Arabia". 

As we know, the Helenistic conquest brought the nations of the Orient 
into contact with a new and foreign culture whose influence was very 
powerful, due both to its political and institutional strength and also to 
its well-developed and solid urban infra-structure, steeped in the spirit of 
Greece and her heritage. In this monograph we intend to show the conse-
quence of Hellenistic influence on Idumaean society and the effects these 
projected on their relations with the neighbouring Jewish nation. In the 
course of our discussion we will try to trace the historical process which led 
most of the Idumaeans to join the Jewish people, becoming so integrated 
with them as in fact to accept Jewish customs and religion. That of course 
is one of the most interesting riddles of Jewish history, the more so since 
we remember the fact that at the close of the biblical period the Edomites 
were considered to be one of the more despised nations. They were, as we 
know, accused of full collaboration with Babylonia in the destruction of 
Jerusalem and the Temple (586 BCE), and were denounced for enriching 
themselves on the ruins of the Kingdom of Judah, taking substantial por-
tions of its land. And yet, amazingly, they of all people (or more precisely, 
an overwhelming majority of them) were eventually absorbed into the Jew-
ish people, so much so that they became an inseparable part thereof. To 
solve this strange puzzle, we shall submit the most penetrating questions to 
historical discussion: were the Idumaeans converted by force and compul-
sion? Or rather was this an act undertaken willingly and deliberately? Was 
there proselytization of individuals, or perhaps massive collective conver-
sion? Was this the end of an extended, unorganised, natural process, or was 
it characterized by its uniqueness and its organisation — initiated from 
above, i.e., by both the Idumaean and the Jewish leadership? Were there 
demonstrations of internal opposition to the conversions within the pro-
selytizing Jewish community? How, if at all, did the Idumaean converts 
integrate with the different sectors of Jewish society? Did they, despite 
their conversion, preserve an Idumaean "ethnic" identity in later genera-
tions? These and other questions are clarified in the following chapters and 
as far as we can we have drawn historical conclusions or proposed possible 
logical solutions. 

We also pose similar questions on the conversion of the Ituraeans in 
Galilee. Difficulties in examining Ituraean history are as great, if not 
greater, than those concerning the Idumaeans, since the former did not 
possess, a single political entity or a single defined territorial concentration. 
Most of the sources concerning them are recorded in the writings of Joseph-
us, with only a few rare echoes sounded by other Hellenistic-Roman writers. 
Epigraphic and numismatic information as well as archeological finds of 
course contribute considerably in revealing their story, but without the 
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writing of Josephus we would be completely in the dark. As a Jewish hist-
orian, Josephus naturally refers to Ituraean episodes and problems only in-
sofar as they relate to Jewish history. For him, the history of the Ituraeans 
per se does not represent an historical topic; but this fact does not allow us 
to obtain an authentically Ituraean point of view. Since the objective we 
have chosen for the present monograph is relations of the Jews to the neigh-
boring nations, we are of necessity bound to the historiographic path map-
ped by Josephus. Furthermore, the paucity of alternative sources prevents 
us from the start from obtaining a fully objective view of the situation con-
cerning relations of Jews and Ituraeans, one which would be checked by in-
dependent comparative study, free of bias and preference. Our examination 
of relations between Jews and Ituraeans is therefore dictated by limitations 
which we cannot properly overcome, so that a considerable part of our 
review is based on the proposition of possibilities, mainly in specific cases, 
which seem logically probable, rather than proven as solid and certain 
factual truths. 

The Nabataeans also produced no historians and writers or moralists and 
prophets such as arose in Israel, and there is not even a single Nabataean 
chronicle which tells the story of this people from its own point of view. 
The only written Nabataean "literature" which has been preserved for us is 
in the field of epigraphy, mainly from tombstones and coins. The language 
of the inscriptions is Aramaic and not Arabic, showing that their written 
culture was borrowed from "foreign" sources and was not based on nation-
al foundations7. Stephanus Byzantius did mention the fact of the exis-
tence of an essay called 'Arabica' (' Apafima) written by an author called 
Uranius and apparently containing important historical and geographical 
information on the Nabataeans. But unfortunately we have no clear idea 
of the man and his precise period, whether he was of Nabataean-Arab 
origin or a Greco-Roman writer, nor do we even know the contents of the 
book or its form8. Among Hellenistic-Roman writers there are also none 
who systematically wrote the history of the Nabataeans. In truth, they are 
only mentioned incidentally either on the occasion of reviewing various 
episodes in Hellenistic or Roman history, or in relation to geographic sur-
veys of regions with which the Nabataeans had connections9. 

Just as for the Idumaeans and the Ituraeans, it appears that the writings 
of Josephus are the most important and richest source of information we 

7 For a superficial impression only, see e.g.: Negev, Masters of the Desert, p .139-142 . 
8 See: Jacoby, FGrH, II.C, 675, F . 2 4 - 2 5 ; West, HSCP, LXXVIII (1974), pp .282-284 . 

See also Starcky, Dictionnaire, cols. 903, 906. 
9 We shall here only mention the main references of the following writers: Diodorus Siculus, 

Posidonius of Apamea, Hieronymus of Cardia, Strabo, Pliny the Elder, Cassius Dio, and the 
so-called Periplus maris Erythrai. 
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have on the Nabataeans. It is true he wrote not Nabataean but rather Jew-
ish history, yet the many existing points of contact between the two 
peoples contributed quite considerably, though only indirectly, to a recon-
struction of Nabataean history, even if only in the most general terms. 
However, since Josephus refers to various Nabataean episodes exclusively 
on the basis of their implications on Jewish history, it is quite obvious that 
his approach and point of view (on Nabataean history) are far from objec-
tive and it would therefore be difficult for us to put his writing to the test 
of critical and impartial comparative study. Indeed, we are necessarily 
bound to follow the path laid down by Josephus, and frequently we will 
be quite unable to escape the bonds of this restraint in order to test historic 
truth from a point of view different from his. 

On the other hand, the wealth of information contained in his writing 
on the Nabataeans, out of all proportion to what he relates concerning the 
Idumaeans and the Ituraeans, allows us at least in several cases to trace 
his sources and in this way to improve our understanding of the nature of 
his writing and its historiographic tendencies. For example, in his Herodian 
chapter - the richest in extent and quality in its revelation of Nabataean 
history — Josephus relies on the history written by Nicolaus of Damascus 
who, as official court historian and the king's most senior adviser, stood 
very close to Herod. This fact in itself can show the critical reader a little 
of the tendentious nature of Josephus' writing in this important chapter, 
thereby casting on it a heavy shadow of unreliability, or at least the suspi-
cion of propagandist rewriting of history, of attempting to exalt and praise 
Herod, to hide his failures and shortcomings, and to defend him as far as 
is possible. 

In the Hellenistic-Roman period, relations between Jews and Nabataeans 
underwent the most extreme changes. In the course of our survey we at-
tempt to examine them and, as far as is possible and logically probable, 
explain how within a short time it came about that, from close friendship 
and cooperation in the days of the early Hasmonaeans, in the reign of Alex-
ander Jannaeus only one generation later, those relations had changed to 
enmity and bloodshed. We have of course attempted to throw some light 
on the reasons for the continuation and broadening of mutual enmity 
between the two nations, which reached its peak in blood-drenched wars 
and acts of horrifying cruelty of the kind that occurred in the days of 
the Great Revolt against the Romans. 





Introduction 

The Idumaean Incursion into the Region 
of Southern Judaea 

In this short introduction on the Idumaeans we do not intend to solve 
the question of their precise ethnic origin, a very complex problem involv-
ing a special study into the biblical period. For the purpose of our discus-
sion we will merely mention the fact accepted by most scholars that theirs 
was one of the Semitic-speaking nations (or tribes) who in the 14th' cen-
tury BCE had apparently invaded the region of Transjordan and driven out 
or absorbed the previous inhabitants. It appears that the Idumaean settle-
ment within a specific geographic region of Transjordan, well-defined by 
natural boundaries - the Zered Brook in the north, Eilat Bay in the south, the 
Araba Wadi to the west, and the Syrian-Arabian desert to the north east -
helped them preserve their ethnic (or tribal) individuality over a very long 
period of time. In fact, the other nations (or tribes) who had invaded 
together with them (i.e., Moabites, Ammonites, and Amorites of Gilead) 
had also settled into fairly well-defined geographic boundaries, and there-
fore they too from the start developed political entities which were well-
defined and distinguishable from each other. Archeological finds prove 
further that over the generations the natural boundaries of the biblical 
Land of Edom were also marked by strong systems of fortifications in-
tended to block the possible incursion of nomad tribes from the desert1. 
This also helped the Edomites (as they were called at the time) preserve 
their specific ethnic character. In fact, for many years they succeeded in 
preventing massive intrusions of desert nomads into their country; in this 
they were not inconsiderably helped by their high degree of political pro-
gress (compared with others in their region), with the aid of which they 
managed to establish an orderly and properly organised realm that reached 
the peak of its glory and prosperity in the Assyrian and Babylonian periods. 

However, despite all this, the Edomites of the biblical period were unable 
to resist the continuous and unending pressure of the nomads invading 
from the desert - tribes of Arabs, Nabataeans, and Kedarites, who pene-

1 See basic information on this: Glueck, 'Edom', EB, I (1955), pp .91-98 . 
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trated into their subsistence area at a growing rate, particularly in the 7th 
and 6th centuries BCE. The simultaneous decline of the Kingdom of Judah, 
and the Edomites' commercial interests in the control of traffic arteries 
leading from Transjordan to the sea-coast of Eretz-Israel, weakened even 
further their powers to resist the invaders from the desert. It appears that 
under these circumstances their expansion to the west, into the southern 
regions of the land of Judaea, was a form of compensation and release for 
the weakening of their hold on their own country. The beginnings of the 
Edomite invasion of southern Judaea had in fact already started in the 8th 
century BCE, a fact confirmed by archeological findings such as pottery, 
ostraca, seal imprints, etc. In the 7th and 6th centuries BCE this process 
became stronger2, following on and concurrent with the growing Nabataean 
invasion of the Land of Edom. In fact we will not be far wrong in stating 
that the Edomite penetration into southern Judaea was a gradual process 
which had already begun in the Assyrian period, gathered strength during 
the Babylonian period, and came to an end in the Persian (Achemenid) 
period at the end of the 6th century BCE3. 

It seems that this very same process, which as indicated continued for a 
few hundred years, was concurrent with the "Arabization" of the biblical 
Land of Edom, which was also not a one-time event and did not cause any 
dramatic and revolutionary change in the region. It appears that the archeo-
logical finds connected with the Nabataeans also confirm the continuous 
nature of this process. Thus for example the continuity of Edomite pres-
ence within the bounds of the biblical (i.e., Transjordanian) Land of Edom 
is very evident throughout the whole of the Nabataean period, particularly 
in epigraphy, a fact clearly borne out by the considerable use of Edomite 
(later Idumaean) theophoric names containing the component 'Kos' 
(or Koze, Cos, Qos, etc.)4. It also stands out in the continuance of cus-
tomary Edomite (or Idumaean) ritual under Nabataean rule5. Continuity 
of the use of the Aramaic language, from the time it took root in the Land 
of Edom in the 8th century BCE and inclusive of the Nabataean era, also 
indicates continuity of Aramaic-Idumaean culture, which eventually the 
Nabataeans themselves also came to adopt and accept6. Generally speaking: 

2 Bartlett, JTS, 20 (1969), pp. 1 5 - 1 7 ; Kochavi, IEJ, XVII (1967), p.227ff. Compare further: 
Biran, Qadmoniot, XI (1978), pp .20 -23 ; Aharoni, Arad Inscriptions, p . l 80 ; and recently: Bart-
lett, PEQ, CXIV (1982), p,15ff. 

3.Eph'al, Dissertation, p.130, 141ff. 
4 Bartlett, PEQ, CXI (1979), pp .52 -66 (esp. p.54); Starcky, Levant, VII (1975), p.16.; idem, RB, 

LXXV (1968), pp .206-235 . 
5 E.g. see: Vriezen, OUdtestamentische Studien, XIV (1965), pp .333-334 ; Milik, Syria, XXXV 

(1958), pp .236-241 ; idem, Syria, XXXVII (I960), p p . 9 5 - 9 6 ; Teixidor, Syria, XLIX (1979), 
pp .419-420 ; and see recently: Patrich, Cathedra, XXVI (1982), p.57 with further details. 

6 See Naveh, BASOR, CCIII (1971), p p . 2 7 - 3 2 ; Bartlett, PEQ, CXI (1979), p.56. 
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survival in Transjordan of the earlier tribes (Edomites, Moabites, and Am-
monites) alongside the Arab tribes (headed by the Nabataeans) took the 
form of ethnic and cultural co-existence, at least at the beginning. 

Naturally and understandably, with passing generations there began a 
process of which we do not know sufficient details of both ethnic and cul-
tural merging and integration. At the end of this process a new entity was 
created in the region, syncretistic but with a prominent and dominantly 
Arab-Nabataean character, which to a large extent reflected the demograph-
ic superiority of the desert nomads7. It therefore appears that over a quite 
extended period similar processes were taking place simultaneously in 
biblical Edom and in southern Judaea (later to become "Idumaea"). In 
parallel with increasing intrusion of the Arab-Nabataean tribes into the 
region of Transjordan, there was growing Edomite migration westwards 
into southern Judaea and the northern Negev. We therefore cannot speak 
of a one-time occurrence of a sudden migration of nations, but rather of a 
continuous and gradual process that gained considerable impetus in the 
years 587—582 BCE, at the time of the destruction of the Kingdom of 
Judah and the great expulsion of its inhabitants to Babylonia. It is com-
monly accepted that the national catastrophes of the Kingdom of Judah 
merely increased the rate of Edomite (later Idumaean)-Nabataean incur-
sions in the south and did not serve as a marker indicative of a new demo-
graphic phenomenon. It simply appears that the invaders succeeded at that 
time in gaining control of the regions which they had entered long before 
and gave them a new political character, Edomite (or Idumaean)-Arabic8, 
thereby filling the vacuum created in the wake of the national disasters 
which had befallen the Kingdom of Judah. It is inconceivable that the 
Edomite incursion into and domination of the regions in the south took 
place without a base of consent and cooperation from the Babylonian 
regime of those days. For that reason it seems that from then onwards 
Edom became the symbol of evil in Jewish consciousness9, at least to the 
end of the Ptolemaic period (as we shall see later). 

7 See Glueck, Deities and Dolphins, p .5;Glueck, Transjordan, pp.136—137; Eph'al, Dissertation, 
p.145. 

8 Clear indications of this in prophesies of Ezekiel, 35:15 and confirmation III Ezra, 4:50. Epi-
graphic support is found in Beersheba and Arad ceramics from the 4th century BCE, containing 
scores of Arab and Idumaean names - see: Naveh, Beersheba, I, pp .79 -82 ; idem, Tel Aviv, VI 
(1979), pp .182-189 ; idem, Arad Inscriptions (ed. Aharoni), pp .167-204) . The papyri of Wadi 
Daliyeh in the Samaria Desert (north of Jericho) also testify to the demongraphic phenomenon 
of ethnic assimilation in Eretz-Israel following the waves of migration from the east in the Persian 
period. Among the names mentioned there, from their theophoric components it is possible to 
identify Idumaean, Moabite, Aramaic, Babylonian and Jewish or Samaritan names - see: Cross, 
New Directions in Biblical Archaeology, esp.-p.52. 

9 See Hoffman, in •. Uffenheimer (ed.), Bible and Jewish History, pp .76 -89 , and particularly pp. 
8 5 - 8 9 . 
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An entirely different interpretation holds that tribal groups, having clear 
genealogic ties with Edom, had in fact been settled from earliest times on 
the southern slopes of the Hebron mountains and in the northern Negev 
(later to become the "Idumaea" of Hellenistic times). In other words, the 
indicated region of settlement had from earliest times included tribal 
groups with the names in their genealogical records proving a clear connec-
tion to those of biblical Edom. Pursuing the logic of this opinion, the great 
Edomite migration of the 7th and 6th centuries BCE was therefore of the 
nature of a homecoming and an attempt to revive a previously extant 
ethnic and political situation. Dormant traditions of a genealogical relation-
ship linked with the eponym "Edom" were thus likely to have served here 
as formal grounds for demanding recognition of a separate ethno-political 
Edomite identity from the Babylonian authorities. According to this con-
ception, the massive migration of Edomites westwards following the grow-
ing Nabataean incursion on the one hand, and the decline of the Kingdom 
of Judah on the other, only encouraged and spurred on separatist ambi-
tions for the establishment of an independent ethno-political Edomite 
entity. At all events this was not a new creation. 

Since we have neither the intention nor the capacity within this frame-
work to deal with the deeper problems of the biblical period, we will 
therefore not put the above opinion to the test of historical examina-
tion. For the moment, and for the purpose of our discussion, we will merely 
note that the bias and one-sidedness of this opinion are evident, since 
it is clearly guided by the idea that the conversion of the Idumaeans in 
the Hasmonaean period never took place, for the Idumaeans had long 
since been fully-fledged Jews. Pursuing its reasoning one must therefore 
relate to information on conversion of the Idumaeans in the days of John 
Hyrcanus I as merely referring to the act of political annexation of Idumaea 
to Judaea, an act according to the wishes of the local inhabitants, who 
thereby recovered their original political holding of long ago10. 

Literary sources from the Persian period clearly indicate that according 
to official political terminology, the lands south of Beth-Zur were Arab; 
in the days of Nehemiah for example they were under the rule of Geshem 
(or Gashmu) the Arab. Archeological finds however prove that in actual 
fact the population there was quite mixed, an impression which may be 
obtained from the mention of people with Arabic, Idumaean, and Aramaic 
names. One cannot deduce from this that ethnic mixing was total and equal 
in every single region. It appears for example that the Idumaean element 

10 See extensively: Kochman, dissertation, pp .158-178 . On conversion of Idumaeans to Judaism 
in the days of John Hycanus I, more is brought below, but the problematics of the whole subject 
are presented in a totally different light. 
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Map 1: The Idumaean and Arab Penetration during the Persian Period ( 6 - 4 
Centuries BCE) 
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was prominent and even dominant in southern Judaea, that is, the areas 
lying between Beth-Zur and Beersheba. On the other hand, in the area 
south of Beersheba the Arab character was more prominent. The fact that 
in Hellenistic times an Idumaean political entity was born — a fact that 
found expression in the establishment of an administrative unit named 
Idumaea in the areas between Beth-Zur and Beersheba — indicates not only 
a political turning point, of secession from a pact with the Arabs (as exis-
ting in the Persian period), but also a policy of creating new administrative 
units having an as clearly-defined as possible local ethnic character. Choice 
of the name of Idumaea can therefore serve as a fairly authoritative indica-
tor of the composition of the local population, namely, that the Idumaean 
element was the most prominent and dominant therein. In our opinion, the 
process of political renunciation by the foreign administration in Eretz-
Israel of its pact with the Arabs gained its great impetus beginning in the 
days of Antigonus Monophthalmus, who wanted to impose his rule over 
Petra. This same renunciation however found concrete administrative ex-
pression in the creation of Idumaea, only with the establishment of Ptolem-
aic rule in Eretz-Israel. 

Nabataen Penetration into the Eretz-Israel Region 

The Nabataens' origin was and still is a subject for serious dispute among 
scholars. One of the ideas initially prevalent inclined to determine their 
origin as Aramaic, mainly in view of the Aramaic language used in Naba-
taean inscriptions and on official coinage11. In this case however, linguistic 
evidence is in fact inconclusive since, though Aramaic was the principal 
written language of the Nabataeans, this fact if not to be interpreted and 
seen as a proof on the question of their origin, but rather evaluated as an 
expression of the cultural standards they adopted. It should be noted that 
the Nabataeans did not have a written language of their own, also that in 
the Near East, Aramaic had for many hundreds of years been the inter-
national language by means of which it was possible to maintain contacts 
and communicate between the different peoples and nations. In relation to 
the Nabataeans, whose main occupation was international trade, this fact 
has special and important significance. Their adoption of the Aramiac 
language was therefore due not only to the strong influence of Mesopotam-
ian culture, but also and perhaps principally for pragmatic reasons, appro-

11 See détails: Dussaud, La Pénétration des Arabes en Syrie avant l'Islam, p.21; Patrich, Cathedra, 
XXXVIII (1985), p.6. 
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priate to traders who travel the roads and need an efficient, widely accept-
able form of linguistic communication. In the 19th cenutry, modern schol-
ars had already preferred the possibility of solving the riddle of the Naba-
taeans' origins on the basis of investigating the selection of names in com-
mon use among them. It was T. Nóldeke - basing himself on detailed 
linguistic study of Nabataean names - who first determined that 'Arabism' 
formed their dominant element and that therefore the Nabataeans' origin 
was to be seen as Arab12. This is not the place for a detailed discussion of 
the identification of those called "Nabatu" (in inscriptions) with the "Sons 
of Nebajoth" mentioned in the Bible and in the Assyrian chronicles of As-
surbanipal - the answer to which is apparently negative - and we shall 
therefore merely mention the opinion accepted in research today, that their 
origin was Arabic13. 

The main historic information on the Nabataeans was as we know drawn 
from the writings of the historian Diodorus Siculus. It is corroborated by 
Hieronymus of Cardia who participated in the campaign against Petra in the 
year 312 BCE and whom Antigonus Monophthalmus appointed to super-
vise the Dead Sea area and the gathering of asphalt14. According to Diodo-
rus, in addition to the Nabataeans there were also other Arab tribes and 
nations (II, 48, 1) settled in the eastern region of what he called Arabia, 
showing that the Nabataeans formed only one element in the family of 
Arabic tribes there15. Diodorus makes a distinction between them and all 
the others, not only because of their great wealth but also in view of their 

12 On the meaning of the name 'Arab' and early epigraphic occurrence see: Eph'al, Biblical En-
cyclopaedia, VI p.355ff.; N old eke, 7.DMG, XVII (1863), pp .703-708 ; XXV (1871), p,122ff. ; 
see also idem, apud: Euting, Nabatiiische Inschriften aus Arabien, p p . 7 3 - 8 0 ; Kammerer, Petra, 
pp .27 -28 ; Cantineau, Le Nabatien, pp.x,9,12; Starcky, Dictionnaire, cols. 900, 903, 924;com-
pare also: Negev, ANRW, II, 8, p.527; Negev, Masters of the Desert, p.33. 

13 See M. Eilat, "Nebajoth", Biblical Encyclopaedia, V, pp .744-746 (with bibliographic details); 
Starcky, Dictionnaire, col.903; Winnett & Reed, Ancient Records from North Arabia, p.99; 
Eph'al, Ancient Arabs, p.221ff; see also: Bowersock, Roman Arabia, p . l4f f with up-to-date 
bibliographic details. Latest studies by Patrich on the prohibition of human images in Nabataean 
art greatly reinforce the opinion concerning their Arabic origin, see: Cathedra, XXVI (1982), pp. 
4 7 - 1 0 7 ; XXXVIII (1985), pp .3 -54 . 

14 See: Diodorus Siculus, II, 48, 1 - 9 ; 49; XIX, 94, 1 - 1 0 ; 97, 1 - 7 ; 100, 1 - 2 . Analysis and full 
details on this journey see: Abel, RB, XLVI (1937) pp .373-391 . On Hieronymos of Cardia see 
recently Hornblower, Hieronymus of Cardia, esp. pp .44 -50 ; additional details see note 28 below. 

15 Diodorus (XIX, 94, 1) expressed himself thus: 'the land of the Arabs called Nabataeans (=rfiv 
X&PAV TQV 'APAPUIV TCJV KOXOVNEVUTV NaiSan'oji'), indicating that in his eyes there were also 
other Arabs not Nabataeans. Later in his survey (XIX, 94, 4) he clearly distinguished between 
Nabataeans and what he called other 'Arab tribes' (ApaffMCiv ¿6vCov), and he even distinguished 
them from the others by indicating their wealth. Later (XIX, 94, 10) he again distinguishes be-
tween them and 'other Arab tribes' yhr\ TQV Apafiwv), several of whom farmers and had 
customs similar to those of the 'Syrians', apart from the fact that they did not live in permanent 
houses. 
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small numbers, which according to him did not far exceed ten thousand16. 
It is hard to evaluate this figure, whether it refers to the total of individuals 
in this tribe or only to the number of fighting men. In our opinion the 
second assumption seems more probable, in view of the fact that the sub-
ject of Diodorus' survey was the military campaign to Petra. 

From various sources, literary and epigraphic, we know the identity of 
the other tribes at which Diodorus Siculus hinted, even if the information 
is limited just to their names. Thus for example, in I Macc., 5:4 there is men-
tion of the Sons of Baean (p. 2 7 - 2 8 below), and in I Macc., 9:66 we have 
the Odomera tribe and the Sons of Phasiron, who operated in the Teko'a 
desert south of Judaea. In I Macc., 9:36 as well as in Safaic and Greek in-
scriptions there is mention of the Sons of Jambri living and operating in 
the vicinity of Medeba (p. 34 below). Members of another tribe, called 
"Salmu" in inscriptions, were allies of the Nabataeans and were mentioned 
in the inscriptions on graves at Mada 'in Sali 'ah (in the Arabian Peninsula) 
and in Petra. But it is not clear whether their subsistence area extended just 
over the north of the Arabian Peninsula, or if eventually it reached as far 
as the Auranitis mountains17. In the northeast of the Sinai Peninsula lived 
the "Utai" tribe mentioned by Pliny, one of their centres of settlement 
being in Qasrawetxs. If we judge by the mention of Nabataean names con-
taining semi-theophoric components not given particularly to kings, and 
which some scholars are inclined to believe are names of tribes, there are, 
besides all these, also epigraphic traces of additional Arab tribes19. 

The Hellenistic Era led to a great flourishing of international trade with 
the countries in the East and, in its wake, also to the rapid development of 
the Arabs as a whole and the Nabataeans in particular. This period wrought 
far-reaching changes in the social life and political structure of the latter. 
The Nabataeans as well as other Arab tribes tended gradually to abandon 
the traditional nomadic life, going over to a semi-permanent residential 
life-style that included the adoption of administrative and political order 
from the Hellenistic world around them. Eventually these would find sig-
nificant expression in the establishment of an organised dynastic monarchy, 
more than a little based on political models and administrative frameworks 
borrowed from the neighboring kingdoms. This was to a large extent made 
possible when the Nabataeans realized the advantages of leaving their re-
stricted tribal world, in order to create a broad confederation incorporating 
a number of Arab tribes. In Greek this phenomenon might be described as 

16 Diodorus XIX, 94, 4. 
17 See Milik, Syria, XXXV (1958), p.231ff. 
18 Tsafrir, IE}, XXXII (1982), pp .212-214 . 
19 See: Milik, Liber Annum, X (1959-60) , p.150. For further details see: Patrich, Cathedra, 

XXXVIII (1985), p p . 7 - 8 and notes 2 3 - 2 7 . 
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avvoLKLOiidq, that is a federative union of several tribes for the purpose of 
serving common interests in the spheres of security, policy, economy, and 
culture. The Nabataeans were the first to understand this and were there-
fore the motive power for political initiative in this direction. It was this 
fact that raised their importance to such a high degree and established their 
leadership among the Arab tribes. 

Not only that: the Nabataeans also succeeded in bringing other ethnic 
elements from among the previous permanent residents who lived in their 
vicinity on the edge of the desert into their tribal federation. This applies 
to the Moabites, the Ammonites, and the Edomites known from the Bible. 
Although Nabataeans assumed control over these peoples' lands20, we 
simultaneously hear of continuity of the national-ethnic existence of the 
subject peoples, a fact that for example found expression in the continuity 
of settlement and the survival of traditional national ritual, even in later 
generations21. Based on archeological findings, modern scholarship has 
proved that Nabataean penetration into the land of biblical Edom during 
the Persian period did not involve overall destruction or general and organ-
ised exile of its previous inhabitants. Accepted opinion of the expulsion of 
the Edomites from their lands by the Nabataeans has been shown to be not 
quite accurate. The findings indicate the gradual process of Edomite demo-
graphic attenuation which gathered momentum in the 5th and 4th centur-
ies BCE, apparently due to Persian inspiration and permission or at least 
Persian non-intervention and non-prevention. In this period the signs of 
this process could be clearly recognised in the renewal of settlements and 
their expansion under a new Nabataean political framework22. Nevertheless, 
it must be pointed out that despite the Edomite decline, Edomite settle-
ments did not wholly disappear from the scene. It was simply the growing 
Nabataean influence which gave the region a new character. 

20 On Nabataean rule in Ammon and Moab, see: Clermont-Ganneau, Recueil d'Archeologie Orien-
tate, II (1898), pp.185—219;Glueck, BASOR, LXVIII (1937), p.15. 

21 Thus for example the cult to the Moabite god Kemosh, which continued from the Persian up to 
the Roman period, is evidence of continuity of Moabite settlement of a definite ethnic and ritual 
character - see: Glueck, Deities and Dolphins, pp .47-62 ; Milik, Liber Annuus, IX (1958-59) , 
pp .331-341. The same applies to the Edomite cult to the god Kos (or Koze, Qos, Cos etc.), 
which survived in quite a number of places in the sphere of Nabataean rule, if to judge by the 
widespread use of the theophoric component 'Kos' and if to judge by actual ritual finds - see: 
Milik, Syria, XXXV (1958), pp .235-241 (No. 3); Starcky, Levant, VII (1975), p.16; idem, RB, 
LXXV (1968), pp .208-209 ; see also: Patrich, Cathedra, XXVI (1982), pp.57,80,82,88 and cf. 
p.79, note 113. Kindler, Coinage of Bostra, p.84. On the god Kos see extensively: Vriezen, 
Oudtestamentische Studien, XIV (1965), pp .330-353. 

22 On accepted opinion concerning the displacement of the Edomites westwards into the region of 
Idumaea see: Glueck, AASOR, XV (1935), p . l38ff . ; idem, op.cit., XVIII -XIX (1937-1939) , 
p.23ff.; Starcky, BA, XVIII (1955), p.86; Meyers, in: Goedicke (ed.), Near Eastern Studies in 
Honor of W.F. Albright, p.386ff; Dussaud, Penetration etc., p.23; on the new opinion taking 
shape lately, see: Bartlett, PEQ, CXI (1979), pp .53-66 . 
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Map 2: The Nabataean Zone of Action 



Indexes 

Personal Names and Deities 

Aaron 129 
Abgar 200 
Abtalion 129 
Abukarib As'ad 73 
Achiabus 65 
Achior 57 
Actelos 235 
Aelius Gallus 156, 157, 173 
Aeneas 169 
Aequus Modius 198 
Agrippa I 127-129 , 157, 162, 184-192 , 194, 

210, 213, 221 
Agrippa II 49, 58, 176, 187, 190, 191, 1 9 4 -

200, 210, 212, 213 
Agrippinus 202 
Aulus Plautius 114 
Aziz 72 
Akiva (Rabbi) 50, 64 
Alexander the Great 12, 14 -16 , 200, 207 
Alexander Balas 3 6 - 3 8 
Alexander son of J. Aristobulus II 114, 119 
Alexander of Capua 84 
Alexandra 134, 142, 151, 216, 218 
Alexandra (daughter of J. Aristobulus II) 114, 

119 
Alexandras (Cleopatra Ill 's son) 133 
Alexas 142, 146 
Amaraios 64, 219 
Ananus son of Ananus 225, 227, 228, 230, 231 

233, 237 
Antony 131-143 , 146, 149, 151, 152, 184, 

217 
Antigonus (son of J. Hyrcanus II) 81 
Antigonous Monophthalmus 6, 7, 16, 18, 99, 

118, 200 
Antiochus I Theos of Comagene 124 
Antiochus IV Epiphanes of Comagene 198, 199 
Antiochus III the Great 37, 98 
Antiochus IV Epiphanes 18, 2 1 - 2 4 , 27, 33, 36, 

41, 43, 53 ,55 , 59, 67, 69, 114 
Antiochus VII Sidetes 42, 78, 207 
Antiochus XII Dionysus 95, 106 
Antipas (Herod's grandfather) 67, 89, 90, 109, 

110 
Antipatros 65, 67 ,72 , 74, 89, 90, 108-110 , 

113, 116-121 , 127, 130, 150, 207, 214, 
216, 217 

Antipatros (Herod's son) 172, 173 
Antipatros Gadia 215, 217, 218 
Appian 37, 38, 98, 115, 119, 131 
Apollonius Mollon 69 
Archelaus 179, 220 
AretasI 18, 23, 24, 77, 212 
Aretas II 77, 89, 9 0 , 1 5 0 , 2 1 2 
Aretas III 9 5 - 9 7 , 105, 106, 109, 110, 113, 118 

119, 163 
Aretas IV 169-181 , 184, 185, 193, 20 8, 212 
Aristobulus (Herod's son) 178, 190 
Aristobulus (son of Herod of Chalcis) 186 
Aristobulus (Agrippal's brother) 185, 194 
Arrian 15, 16 
Artabanos 181 
Artavasdes II 124 
Artis (Aretas) 85 
Assurbanipal 7 
Atheneus16 ,118 
Athenion 138-141 , 1 4 4 - 1 4 8 
Augustus 138, 156, 157, 159-162 , 166-172 , 

177, 183, 200, see also Octavian 
Augustinus 76 
Aulus Plautius 114 
Aziz 194, 195 

Baal Shamin 144, 176 
Baba (name) 64 
Baba ben-Buta 64, 2 1 9 - 2 2 1 
Baba, Sons of Baba 64, 2 1 4 - 2 2 0 
Babatha 6 4 , 2 0 8 , 2 1 9 
Bacchides 34, 88 
Bacchius Judaeus 114 
Bar Ashtor 72 
Bar-Kokhba 208, 236 
Berenice 126, 186 
Boethus 204, 205 
Bulan 73 

Caesarion 133 
Cassius Dio xv, 85, 118, 124,131, 136, 141, 

156, 157, 184 
Cassius Longinus 37, 122, 145, 221 
Cathlas 234, 235 
Cephalon 113 
Cerealis 232 
Cestius Gallus 75, 1 9 8 - 2 0 0 



256 Indexes 

Cleopatra III 8 6 - 8 8 
Cleopatra VII 57, 131-140 , 142-147 , 1 5 0 -

152, 157, 184, 215 -217 
Claudius 144, 186 
Cos (Kos, Koze, Qos) 2, 9, 26, 57, 62, 74, 143, 

214, 215 
Costobar 55, 64, 74, 128, 143, 150, 214-218 , 

2 2 2 - 2 2 3 
Corintus 172 
Curtius Rufus 14, 16 
CuspiusFadus 192, 193 
Cypros (Herod's daughter) 190 
Cypros (Herod's granddaughter) 189, 190 

Dagon 70 
Darius III 16 
Demetrius Poliorcetes 16, 18, 99, 118 
Demetrius (Jannaeus' commander) 101 
Demetrius I 36 
Demetrius II 3 8 - 4 1 
Demetrius III Eukairos 95 
Dimi (Rav Dimi) 60 
Dinah 59 
Diodorus Siculus xv, 7, 8, 18, 37, 38, 48, 69, 

86, 99, 200 
Diomedes 188 
Dionysus of Tripolis 74, 108, 114 
Dorion 215 
Dositheus (friend of J. Hyrcanus II) 149, 150 
Dositheus (conspirator against Herod) 2 1 6 - 2 1 8 
Drusilla 194, 195 
Dushara 144, 176 

Eleazar son of Ananias 225, 237 
R. Eleazar son of R. Zadok 205 
Eleazar son of Neus 224 
R. Eliezer 237 
Eliezer son of Hananiah son of Garon 63 
R. Eliezer son of Hyrcanus 50 
Elijah 70 
Elthemus 148, 159 
Esther 50 
Eulaeus 22 
Eusebius 98, 130, 175, 182 
Eutropius 115 

Flaccus (L. Pomponius) 180, 185 
Flavian(s) 2, 36, 154 

Gabinius 88, 100, 101, 113, 119, 153 
Gadia 217, 218 
Gaius Caligula 184-186 , 190 
Gaius Vibius Marsus 189 
R. Gamliel of Yavneh 50 
Geshem (Gashmu) 4 
Gideon 12 

Hadrian 64, 85, 210 
R. Hananiah 60 
Heliades 37 
Helkias 189, 190 

Herod xvi, 14, 48, 55, 57, 6 3 - 6 6 , 71, 72, 74, 
76, 85, 89, 109, 110, 120-174 , 182, 183, 
186, 188-191 , 207, 208, 210, 213-217 , 
219-223 , 236 

Herod Antipas 174-183 , 187, 188, 208 
Herodias 177, 180, 186 
Herod of Chalcis 186, 190, 191, 194, 210, 213 
Herodotus 15 
Hezekiah son of Garon 237 
Hezekiah the Galilean 110 
Hieronymus of Cardia xv, 7 
Hillel 60, 67, 237 
R. Hiyya bar Abba 59, 72 
Hyrcanus son of Joseph son of Tobias 19-21 , 

23, 24 

Iamblichus I 120, 135, 142 
Iamblichus II 194 
Imalku 38 
R. Ishmael 50 
Izates 74 

Jacob (Jesus' brother) 228 
Jacob (James) son of Sosas 226, 234, 235 
Jacob son of Zebedai 37 
Jannaeus (Alexander J.) xvi, 42, 66, 69, 70, 72, 

78, 81, 86-89 , 9 2 - 9 8 , 100, 101, 104, 105, 
110, 111, 143, 152, 153, 164 

Jason 2 1 - 2 4 
Jesus 228 
Jesus son of Sapphas (Sapphias) 224 
John (Hasmonaean) 34 
John the Baptist 177 
John the Essene 224 
John Gaddis 218 
John of Gishchala 206, 225, 226, 229-231 , 

233, 234 
John Hyrcanus I 4, 34, 36, 4 5 - 4 7 , 5 1 - 5 4 , 57, 

59, 62, 6 5 - 6 7 , 69, 70, 75, 7 7 - 8 0 , 91, 123 
John Hyrcanus II 64, 98, 106, 108-111 , 116, 

118, 120, 121, 124, 149, 150, 214, 217, 
218 

John son of Sosas 226 
John son of Zebedai 37 
R. Johanan 59, 61, 204 
R. Johanan ben-Zakkai 202-204 , 224 
Jonathan (Hasmonaean) 3 4 - 3 6 , 39 -42 , 70, 88 
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Judas Aristobulus II 105-110 , 112, 1 1 3 , 1 1 6 -

120, 124 
Judas Maccabaeus 18, 24, 25, 27, 29 -34 , 41, 

58, 59, 67, 75, 77, 88, 237 
Judas the Galilean 176 
Julia 177 
Julius Africanus 94, 130 
Julius Archelaus 190 
Julius Caesar 119-122 , 133, 221 
C. Julius Soaemus 195 
Justinus 86 
Justus of Chalcis 84 

Kahina 73 
Kemosh 9 
Kos see Cos 
Kosnathan 64, 219 
Kosmelekh 215 
Killus 202 

L. Aelius Lamia 180 
Lenaeus 22 
Lentulus Maercelinus 119 
Livia 177 
Lucullus 107 
Lysanias 114, 124, 131-133 , 143, 151, 157, 

184-186 , 196,212, 213 
Lysias 114 
Lysimachus 216—218 
Malchus (of Palmyra) 199 
Malichus (Iamblichus) 38 
Malichus (Idumaean notable) 74, 214 
Malichus I 119-121 , 124, 131, 132, 136, 137, 

140,143, 144,149, 156, 200, 212 
Malichus II 109, 193, 199, 212 
Malthace 65 
Marcus Agrippa 159, 162, 168 
Mariamme (Herod's wife) 64, 151, 190 
Mariamme (Herod's granddaughter) 186 
Mariamme (Agrippa I's daughter) 190 
Mariamme (an Ituraean woman) 84 
Marion 122 
Martha (daughter of Boethus) 204, 205 
Mattathias Antigonus 122-124 , 126, 136, 215, 

223 
Mattithyahu 218 
Menelaus 23, 24 
Mercurius 85 
Metilus 49 
Miriam daugher of Shimeon ben-Gurion 205 
Mithridates 121 
Mnaseas of Pa tara 68 
Mordechai 50 

Nakdimon ben-Gurion 205 
Nakebos166 ,171 
Nehemiah 4, 60 
R. Nehemiah 50 
Nero 194 
Netanyahu 218 
Nicolaus of Damascus xvi, 48, 69, 70, 93, 113, 

118, 122, 130, 136, 142, 162, 166, 167, 
169 -171 

Niger 224, 225 
Noah60, 61, 65 

Obodas I 9 1 - 9 5 , 98, 212 
Obodas II 176, 212 
Obodas III 156, 163, 165, 169, 170, 212 
Octavia 138 
Octavian 134-137 , 141, 146, 149-152, 156 
Olympias (Herod's daughter) 65, 186 
Onias IV 88, 215 
Onias the Rainmaker 111 

Pacorus 122, 123 
Pangar 202, 203 
Paramenion 14 
Paul (the Apostle) 184, 185 
Petronius 190 
Phabathos 172 
Phalion 113 
Phasael 109, 123, 124 
Phasael (Nabataean prince) 109 
Pheroras 109, 170, 173 
Philip (Seleucid prince) 95 
Philip (the tetrarch) 144, 149, 174, 175, 1 8 0 -

187, 190, 194, 196, 198, 210, 213 
Philo 58, 184 
Philippion 119 
Phineas 70 
Phineas son of Clusoth 226 
Placidus 153 
Pliny xv, 8, 88, 99, 153, 156, 224 
Plutarch 118, 133, 136, 137, 141-143 , 146, 

150 
Polemon of Cilicia 72, 195 
Polybius 18, 37 
Pompeius Trogus 77 
Pompey 14,62, 63, 100, 113-118 , 163, 169, 

209, 221 
Pontius Pilate 180 
Posidonius of Apamea xv, 69 
Ptolemy VI Philometor 22 -24 , 37, 41 
Ptolemy IX Lathyrus 80, 81, 86, 87, 91 
Ptolemy the Grammarian 69, 70 
Ptolemy the Historian 46, 55, 66, 68, 69, 76, 

80 
Ptolemy son of Habubu 42 
Ptolemy son of Mennaeus 96, 105-109 , 1 1 4 -

116, 119-122 , 124, 131,184, 212 

Quintus Didius 141, 142 
Quirinius 176 

Raba bar bar-Hanah 204 
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Rabael l 212 
Rabel II 212 
Rava 7 3 
Reish Lakish 202 

Sa'ama 85 
Sabba 219 
Saul (King) 12 
Saul of Tarsus 184 
Salome (Herod's sister) 65, 72, 109, 127, 128, 

163, 179, 190, 208, 211, 2 1 5 - 2 1 7 
Salome (Herodias' daughter) 186 
Salome-Alexandra 105-107, 109, 110 
Sampsigeramus 194 
R. Samuel son of Biyyah 60 
Sancherib 129 
Sapphas (Sapphia) 224 
Saramalla 123 
Saturninus 165, 166, 172 
Scaurus 113, 118 
Secundus (Quintus Aemilius) 176 
Seneca 76 
Sextus Caesar 116, 121, 145 
Shammai 60, 63, 64, 67, 206, 207, 220, 236, 

237 
Shemayah 129 
Shila 115 
R. Shimeon ben-Eleasar 60 
R. Shimeon ben-Gamliel 224 
Shimeon ben-Gurion 205 
R. Shimeon bar-Yohai 127 
Silas 190 
Silas 'the Babylonian' 224 
Silas'the Jew' 74 ,108, 115, 187 -189 
Silo 126 
Simon (Hasmonaean) 27, 35, 39, 41, 42, 70, 76 
Simon son of Cathlas 226, 227, 234-236 , 238 
Simon son of Gioras 206, 223-226 , 229, 230, 

2 3 2 - 2 3 5 
Simon son of Shatah 83, 84 
S'm(m), S'm, S=mt 85 
Soaemus 85, 151, 152, 184, 186, 188, 192, 

194, 197-199 , 212 
Soaemus (notable of Petra) 173 
Suetonius 177 
Sosas 234, 235 
Srm'l 123 
Statius 235 

Stephanus Byzantius xv 
Strabo xv, 14, 40, 4 6 - 4 8 , 53, 66, 68, 69, 74, 

79, 80, 88, 105, 107, 114, 116, 120, 154, 
156-158 , 173 

Sw^i 85 
Syllaeus 72, 74, 94, 97, 101, 156, 157, 1 6 3 -

172 

Tacitus 85, 99 ,192 , 195, 201 
Theodion 173 
Theodoras (son of Zenon Kotoulas) 86, 87, 91, 

100 
Theodotus 5 9 
Tholomaeus 1 9 2 - 1 9 4 
Thucydides 225, 226 
Tiberius 162, 180-183 , 185, 186 
Tigranes 99, 105, 107 
Timagenes 81 
Timotheus 29, 30, 32 
Titus 200-202 , 235 
Titus son of Judas 85 
Tobias 19-21 , 23, 29 
Trajan 42, 164, 193, 208 
Tryphon 36, 38, 39 
Varro 158 
Varus (P. Quinctilius) 65, 173, 174, 220, 221, 

223 
Varus (Noarus) 190, 194, 196, 197, 212 
Ventidius Basus 131 
Vespasian 149, 153, 174, 201-203 , 231, 232, 

235, 236 
Virgil 120 
Vitelius 1 8 0 - 1 8 3 
Volumnius 165, 166 

Yusuf Dhu Nuwas 73 

Zabdiel (Zabilus) 3 7 - 3 9 
Zacharias son of Baris 229 
R. Zadok 205 
Zamaris 160 
Zebedai 37 
Zenodorus 115, 151, 157-160 , 171, 175, 185, 

196, 213 
Zenon 20, 23 
Zenon Kotoulas 42, 87, 100, 113 
Zeus 114 
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Geographical Names 

Abila 31, 91, 94, 101, 117, 153, 161, 179 
Abila (Abel Ha-Shittim) 153 
Abila (Abilene) xii, 13, 40, 107, 117, 161, 184, 

189, 191, 194, 213 
Acco 185, 199, 204 see also Ptolemais 
Acraba (Acrabeta, Acrabattene) 25, 26, 31 
Actium 132, 135, 137-142 , 145, 146 
Adiabene 58, 7 2 - 7 4 
Adida 97, 102 see also Hadid 
Adora, Adoraim 27, 36, 45, 46, 54, 66, 74, 155 

156, 221 
Adumim 26 
Africa 202 
Agripias 155 
Ajlun 164 
Alema 31 
Alexandria 58, 120, 121, 133, 185 ,218 
Alexandrium (Sartaba) 156 
Amathus 87, 91, 100, 102, 103, 154, 155 
Amman 77 
Ammanitis, Ammon 9, 23, 28, 29, 31, 164 
Anthedon 90, 91, 112, 152, 185 
Anti-Lebanon 12, 40, 107 
Antioch 38, 95, 99, 113, 114, 123, 159 
Apamea 114 
Aphek 95 
ApoUonia 45, 91, 112, 117 
Araba 82 
Arabia (Arabian Peninsula) xiv, 7, 8, 11, 15, 17, 

73, 77, 84, 100, 144, 150, 156, 162, 164, 175, 
185, 193, 202, 204, 208, 213 

Arabia Felix 11, 15 
Arad (Arados) 3, 13, 154, 155 
Ararat 73 
Archelais 179 
Arethusa 135, 142 
Arka 13, 32, 191, 210, 212 
Armenia 105, 133 
Arnon (river) 45, 77, 91, 112, 147, 154 
Arus 174 
Ascalon 10,45, 68, 70, 90, 91, 102, 112, 117, 

119, 121, 130, 155, 179, 191, 224 
Ascent of Akrabim 25, 26 
Asia 28 
Asia Minor 104, 141 
Asochis 80-82 , 86, 91 
Asophon (Saphon) 86 
Assyria xiii 
Athens 229 
Aulon 98 
Auran, Auranitis 5, 12, 13, 30, 40, 83, 103, 

115, 116, 131, 143, 144, 159, 161, 162, 
175, 176, 187, 188, 210, 213 

Avdat (Eboda) 193 
Ayalon 204 

Azotus 45, 91, 117, 155, 179, 191 

Ba'al Me'on 28, 36 

Babylonia xiii, xiv, 3, 33, 73, 78, 115, 122, 123 
187, 202, 204, 205 

Batanaea 12, 13, 83, 115, 131, 144, 157, 159, 
161, 174, 175, 187, 194, 210, 213 

Bathyra 160, 197 
Beersheba 3, 6, 45, 77, 90, 91, 102, 112, 155 
Beer Shema 155 
Beirut, Berytus 39, 40, 107, 117, 160, 170, 191 

195, 199 
Berenice 10 
Besimoth 153 
Beth-Basi 36 
Bethenabris 15 
Beth ha-Ramtha 176 
Beth Gamul 183 
Beth Govrin 231, 232, 236 
Beth Jeshimoth 153, 155 
Bethlehem 36 
Beth-Me'on 28 
Beth-Nimrin 153, 155 
Beth ha-Ramtha 177 
Bethsaida 176 
Beth She'an (Scythopolis) 78, 98 
Beth-Ther 201 
Beth Zabdai 4 0 , 4 1 
Beth Zur 4, 6, 32, 36, 45, 155, 156 
Bir a-Za'phran 34 
Birtha (Tyros) 19, 31, 154, 155 
Bosor 31, 32 
Bosphorus 162 
Bostra 10, 2 9 - 3 2 , 164 
Butris 13, 117 
Byblos 13, 40, 117 

Cadasa 82 
Caesarea 155, 161, 179, 191, 200 
Caesarea Philippi 179, 189, 191, 1 9 6 - 1 9 8 
Caharlobe 23 
Cana 102, 106 
Canatha 138, 139, 144, 145, 147, 161, 176, 

179, 187, 189, 191, 210 
Capua (in Italy) 84 
Capua (in Ituraea) 84 
Caspein (Casphor) 29, 30, 31, 32 
Chaalis 225 
Chabulon (Kabul) 199 
Chalcis xii, 13, 3 8 - 4 1 , 84, 85, 104, 107, 116, 

117, 120, 121, 161, 186, 189-191 , 194, 
209, 210, 213 

Charax 29 
Caspein (Caspor) 2 9 - 3 2 
Carmel 81 
Chrisoroas (river) 13, 40 
Cilicia 104,133, 195 
Coele-Syria 41, 68, 87, 121, 133, 144, 145, 164 
Comagene 124, 198, 199 
Cutha 51 
Cyprus 133, 156, 221 
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Cyzicus 141 

Damascus 10, 13, 14, 30, 32, 39, 40, 45, 95, 
96, 97, 99, 101 — 103, 106-109 , 113-117 , 
122, 144, 145, 158-161 , 171, 184-186 , 
191 

Dathema 29, 31, 32 
Dead Sea 8, 48, 73, 90, 98, 153, 182, 183, 208 
Decapolis 98, 107, 121, 139, 144, 145, 153, 

161, 164, 168, 174, 191, 193 
Dedan 174 
Delos 169 
Diospolis 138, 139, 144-147 see also Dium 
Dir a-Shair 188 
Dir Karuakh 180 
Dium 31,91, 101, 102, 116, 117, 144-147 , 

161, 179, 191 
Dora 82, 91, 102, 117 
Docus 44, 155, 156 

Eboda (Avdat) 10, 90, 91, 102, 112, 193 
Ecbatana 160 
Edom 1, 2, 4, 5, 9, 25, 26, 46, 48, 54, 182, 207 

237 
Edouma 26 
Egypt 10, 12, 17, 2 0 - 2 4 , 29, 39, 41, 57, 87, 

89, 99, 110, 111, 114, 118, 119, 122, 131, 
133, 149, 152, 156, 157, 159, 173, 200, 
215, 217, 222 

Eilath 1, 107 
Ein Gan (Eglon) 103 
Ein Gedor 154 
Ein Gev 92 
Eitha 188 
Eleuterus (river) 13, 37, 3 9 - 4 1 
Elusa 10, 24, 90, 91, 98, 102, 112, 117 
Emmaus 27, 36, 204 
Emesa 13, 40, 85, 120, 121, 135, 142, 194, 

195, 197, 209, 210 
Engeddi 45, 155, 224, 236 
Ephron 31 
Eretz-Israel v, xii, xiii, 2, 3, 6, 11, 12, 15—22, 

36, 39, 41, 43, 44, 54, 59, 60, 62, 64, 67, 
69, 71, 74, 78, 81, 86 -89 , 103, 110, 115, 
120, 124, 132, 133, 138-140 , 146, 159, 
163, 181, 192, 193, 204-206 , 214, 217, 
220, 222, 223 

Ethiopia 156 
Euphrates (river) 114, 122, 152 

Far East 11, 17 

Gabala 59, 73 
Gabalene 182 
Gabalitis 182 
Gabaloth 179, 182, 183 
Gadara 10, 31, 45, 87, 91, 92, 94, 102, 1 17, 

147, 152, 159, 161, 179, 183, 191 
Galaditis 92, 96 
Galilee xiv, 5, 13, 27, 31, 39,40, 7 9 - 8 3 , 110, 

159, 194, 210, 224, 226, 231, 233, 238 

Gamala 91, 93, 95, 101, 161, 179-181 , 183, 
197, 198, 205 

Gaulanitis 12, 13, 40, 9 2 - 9 5 , 96, 99, 101, 105, 
115, 160, 161, 182, 194, 198, 210 

Gaza 10, 16,45, 72, 86, 89 -91 , 100, 102, 110, 
113, 117, 121, 143, 147, 152, 154, 155, 
179, 191, 200, 205, 214, 216 

Gebal 182 
Gedor 45, 92, 154, 155 
Gerizim 51 
Gezer 28, 70 
Gilead 1, 5, 12, 27, 29, 86, 87, 90, 92, 93, 95, 

96 ,99 , 101, 105 
Gischala 82 
Golan xiii, 82, 83, 91, 95, 101, 144, 159 
Gophna 34, 36 
Greece xiv 

Hadid (Adida) 97 
Hammath (Emesa) 3 9 - 4 1 , 72, 135, 142, 194, 

195, 197 
Hammun 85 
Haris 174 
Hazeroth 98 
Hazor 39 
Hebron 4, 26, 204, 232, 236, 238 
Hejaz 73 
Hejra 174 
Heliopolis 116, 210 
Hemiar 73 
Hermon 12, 13, 81, 84, 85, 107, 157, 189, 210 
Herodium (in Peraea) 153, 155 
Herodium (in Judaea) 153, 155,156, 233 
Hieroinyces (river) 40, 45, 82, 93, 94, 147 see 

also Yarmuk 
Heshbon 31, 36, 44, 45, 91, 102, 147, 148, 

150,155 
Hippus (Susitha) 10, 13, 31, 45, 82, 91, 92, 94, 

101, 102, 117, 152, 161, 179, 183,191 
Hirbet a-Sir 28 
El-Hit 188 
Heliopolis 13, 40 
Holy Land 64 
Horn of Africa 17 
Horn of Jerda 92 
Hulleh Valley 82, 93, 105, 115, 175 
Hyrcania 155, 156 

Idumaea 3 - 6 , 9, 2 5 - 2 7 , 45, 48, 54, 55, 62, 63, 
72, 74, 89, 109, 110, 143, 154, 156, 199, 
214-217 , 220-225 , 231-233 , 236, 238 

Iraq el-Amir 19 
Italy 53, 84 
Ituraea xii, 175 

Jabbok (river) 45, 87, 91, 112, 147 
Jaffa (Joppa) 149 
Jamnia 45, 112, 117, 155, 179, 191 see also 

Yavneh 
Jamie 180 
Jannaeus Line 93 
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Jarmuk (river) 30 see also Hieromyces 
Jazer 28, 29, 31 
Jericho 3, 32, 3 6 , 4 4 , 4 5 , 9 1 , 112, 113, 144, 

191,216, 221 
Jerusalem xiv, 10, 16, 2 1 - 2 4 , 31, 32, 36, 45, 

57, 84, 88 ,91 ,102 , 110, 111, 113,114, 
117, 122, 123, 150, 153,156, 179, 181, 
191, 201, 202, 206, 208, 214, 218, 223, 
225-227 , 2 2 9 - 2 3 8 

Joppa 10, 45, 70, 91, 102, 112,117, 147, 152, 
155,191, 199 

Jordan (river) 31, 82, 86, 153 
Jordan Valley 98 
Jotapata 200 
Judaea 1 - 3 , 6, 8, 16, 25, 26, 31, 32, 34, 36, 42 

46, 48, 52, 54, 62, 67, 96, 97, 103,109, 
111, 114, 116-119 , 121, 122, 131, 145, 
153, 155, 156, 164, 176, 192, 196, 198, 
202, 204, 208, 216, 217, 221, 223, 224, 
236, 238 

Julias 176, 177, 194 

Karnaim 5, 2 9 - 3 1 , 70 
Kefar Bish 232 
Kefar Dikhrin 232 
Kefr Othnai 82 
Kefar Shihlyim 225 
Khirbet Bal'ath 148 
Khirbet el-Salaam 180 
Khirbet Tanur 215 
Khirbet Zey 215 
Khoroa 215 
Kidron (river) 45 
King's Highway 10, 17, 44, 45, 100, 103, 107, 

144, 145, 158, 159 
Kohalit 104 

Lab'we 39 
Land of Benjamin 26 
Lake of Galilee 37, 82 
Land of Ammon 29 
Land o f T o b (Tov) 29, 31 
L a n d o f T b i a s 1 9 , 2 3 , 2 9 , 3 1 
Laodiceia 13, 40, 210, 218 
Laodiceia (in Lebanon) 184 
Lebanon 12 -14 , 3 6 - 4 1 , 83, 85, 98, 105, 107, 

108, 114-116 , 120, 121, 152, 176, 187, 
192, 194, 196, 209, 210 

Lebo Hammath 3 9 - 4 1 
Lejja 162 
Leontopolis 215 
Lesbos 159 
Little Armenia 213 
Limes Palaestinae 154 
Livias 153, 177, 194 
Lydda 224 
Lysias (fortress) 114, 187 

Machaerus 88, 91, 102, 153, 155, 178, 179, 
233 

Mada'in Sali'ah 8 
Magnesia 37 

Mahoza 73, 208 
Maked (Maker) 30, 31 
Malatha 155 
Ma'on (=Me'on) 154, 155, 204 
Ma'us 204 
Marisa 26, 45, 46, 54, 57, 62, 64, 66, 70, 74, 

219 ,222 
Masada 88, 91, 102, 112, 124, 132, 233 
Medeba 8, 28, 3 4 - 3 6 , 44, 45, 90, 112, 117 
Media 73, 133 
El-Medina 73 
Mazra'at Kapwa 84 
Mediterranean Sea 10, 13, 116, 119, 150 
Memphis 215 
Mesopotamia 6 
Michmash 36 
Mikhmetat Valley 26 
Miletos 169 
Misgav 44 
Mitelene 159 
Moab 9, 28, 35, 90, 94, 9 6 - 9 8 , 153, 183 
Modi'in 70 
Mount Esau 26 
Mount Scopus 84 
El-Mushnaf 157, 175 

Nabata 35 
Nablus 174 
Nadabath 35, 36 
Nabatha 199 
Nahr el-Ruqqad 180, 183 
Narbatha 35 
Naveh 161, 179, 189, 191, 210 
Nazareth 85 
Neapolis 26 
Near East xii, 6 
Negev 3, 4, 11, 15, 18, 2 5 - 2 7 , 52, 90, 91, 106, 

182, 193, 194, 236 
North Africa 73 

Orontes (river) 13 ,40, 95, 113, 114 
Ostracine 200 

Palestine 89 
Palmyra 37, 123, 199 
Paneas 13, 81 -83 , 102, 117, 144, 159, 161, 

175, 196, 213 
Papyron 112, 113 
Paralia 82 
Par'an Desert 98 
Pella 31, 82, 83 ,91 , 101, 117, 147, 161, 179, 

191 
Pelusium 10, 200 
Peraea 26, 36, 86, 98, 148, 152-154 , 177, 178, 

183, 193, 194, 224 
Pergamum 121 
Persia xiii, 15, 16 
Persian Gulf 15 
Petra 7, 8, 10, 18, 20, 31, 45, 48, 90, 103, 116, 
118, 119, 121, 123, 124, 151, 156, 163, 164, 

168, 169, 176, 177, 207 
Pharsalos 120 



262 Indexes 

Phasaelis 179 
Philadelphia 10, 31, 36, 42, 44, 45, 77, 91, 

100, 102, 105, 112, 113, 117, 147, 148, 
153-155 , 159,161, 164, 179, 191, 193 

Philoteria 101 
Phoenicia 10, 15, 17, 20, 37, 39, 40, 82, 89, 

105, 115, 116, 133, 147, 161, 166, 171, 
179, 202, 209, 210 

Plain of Antioch 93 
Pontus107 
Pool of Aspar 34, 36 
Ptolemais (Acco) 10, 13, 40, 45, 81, 82, 86, 

91, 102, 107, 117, 161, 185, 191, 199 
Puteoli 189 

Qal'at a-Rabad 164 
Qanawat 175-176 , 187 
Qasiawet 8 
Qasser el-Abed 19 

Ra'epta 164, 166, 167 
Ragaba 102, 103 
Rajib 103 
Ramath el-Khalil 215 
Raphia 3 7 , 9 0 , 9 1 , 102, 112, 117, 179 
Raphon 2 9 - 3 1 , 164 
Red Sea 10, 17, 86, 89, 150, 154, 156, 157, 

173 
Rekem 72 
Rhodes 135, 142, 149, 152, 159 
Rome 49, 53 ,75 , 76, 114-116 , 118-120 , 133 

- 1 3 5 , 137, 150, 157-159 , 161-163 , 1 6 6 -
169, 171-173 , 176, 177, 180, 181, 183, 
192, 193,196, 197, 207, 214, 220, 221, 
238 

Sallis 225 
E-Salt 154 
Samaga 31, 36, 4 4 , 4 5 , 9 1 
Samria 5, 25, 26, 31, 91, 117, 147, 152, 174, 

186, 214 
Samaria Desert 3 
Samosata 152 
Sappho 174 
Sartaba 155 
Scythopolis 31 ,78 , 82, 91, 102, 117, 147, 161, 

191 
Sea of Galilee 94 
Sebastia 152, 155, 179 
Seeia 144, 175-177 , 180, 181 
Sela' 48 
Seleucia 95, 101, 102, 117, 161 
Sennabris 82 
Sepphoris 82, 86, 91, 102, 147, 191 
Sharon 35, 81 
Sichern 59, 91, 117, 147, 174 
Sidon 10, 117, 161, 171, 185, 191 
Sinai 8, 11, 15, 16, 175, 200 
Snir 12 
Sparta 22 
Strata's Tower 45, 81, 82, 91, 102, 112, 117, 

152 

Suk Wadi Barada 107 
Sumiye 148 
Susitha (Hippus) 92, 94, 101, 152 
Suweida 175, 187 
Syria 10, 12, 17, 20, 36, 3 8 - 4 0 , 43, 96, 97, 99, 

101, 105, 107, 115, 118-120 , 122, 123, 
133, 141, 144, 145, 147, 158-168 , 172, 
175-177 , 183, 185, 190, 191, 194-196 , 
198, 209, 212, 213, 221 

Syrian-Arabian Desert 1, 11 

Teko'a 8, 34, 36, 88, 153, 156 
Tel Anafa 82, 93, 105 
Tel el-Hamman 153 
E-Tell 154 
Tell el-Ahdab 180 
Tell e-Dra 180 
Teoprosopon 13, 117 
Thaurus 155, 156 
Threx 155, 156 
Tiberias 98, 186, 188, 189, 191, 194 
Trachonitis 12,13, 40, 49, 83, 103, 108, 115; 

131, 144, 157, 159-162 , 164-166 , 168, 
171, 175, 176, 187, 196-198 , 210, 213 

Transjordan 3, 11, 12, 15, 18, 19, 24, 27, 28, 
3 0 - 3 2 , 36, 38, 39, 42, 44, 45, 70, 72, 73, 
86, 87, 90, 91, 99, 104, 121, 131, 143, 144, 
151, 162, 164, 193 

Trench of Antiochus 93 -95 , 101 
Tripolis 13,40, 108, 191, 212 
Tyre 10, 12, 13, 39, 41, 92, 102, 117, 122, 147 

149,161, 171, 179, 191 
Tyrus (Birtha) 19, 31, 36, 155 
Tzur175 

Ulata 159, 175, 213 
Um el-Rasas 34 
Ussha 50 
Uza155 

Valley of Antiochus 93 
Valley of Salt 98 
Valley of Siddim 98 
Via Maris 10, 17, 45, 86 

Wadi Daliah 180 
Wadi Daliyeh 3, 26 
Wadi Sirhan 10, 100, 101, 145 

Yarmuk (river) 40, 87, 9 3 - 9 5 see also Hiero-
myces 

Yathrib 73 
Yavneh 50 see also Jamnia 
Yehud 5 

Zabed 39 
Zered (river) 1, 45, 91, 112, 147 
Zo'ar 91, 102, 112, 117, 155, 208 
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Kingdoms, Nations, Tribes and Languages 

Amalek 12, 182 
Amaraios (Sons of) 35 
Ammonites xiii, 1, 8, 28, 54, 57, 182 
Amorites 1 
Arab(s) xii, xiii, 1, 2, 4 - 8 , 11, 14, 16-19 , 21, 

2 3 - 2 5 , 30, 31, 33, 35, 3 7 - 3 9 , 41, 42, 54, 
66, 7 2 - 7 4 , 78, 79, 81, 84, 85, 87 -89 , 92, 
96, 105, 107, 109, 121, 123, 124, 126, 130, 
131, 137-140 , 143, 148, 149, 151, 156, 
163-166 , 170-172, 176, 180, 187-190 , 
192, 193-195 , 198-201 , 203-205 , 209, 
227 

Arabic xv, 4, 12, 73 , 85, 143, 183 
Aramaic xv, 2 - 4 , 6, 35, 109, 115, 143, 178, 

187, 219, 226, 227 
Armenian(s) 99, 100, 107, 108 
Assyrian(s) xii, 2, 7, 10, 18 
Azotians 68 

Babylonian(s) xiii, xiv, 3, 4, 11, 190, 196-198 , 
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