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Introduction

The articles in this collection are selected papers written over a period of
forty years, with the earliest one (‘“Reinterment in the Land of Israel”,
No. XVII) published in its original Hebrew version in 1977. Save for some
very few exceptions none were updated (although mistakes, when discovered,
were corrected), and thus represent what a dear friend and colleague in the
field called, in dealing with his own collected works, “historical artifacts”.!
As such, they reflect some of my major areas of interest during that period, as
well as the conclusions I drew at the time.? The latter have certainly under-
gone reconsideration over the years, and require updating and at times revi-
sions as well. One of the aims of this introduction is to suggest where I might
have either changed my mind on certain issues in light of my own subsequent
work or that of others, and to inform the reader of some major contributions,
many by a new generation of young scholars, to the very issues taken up in
these studies. The fact that some of these scholars were at one time or another
my students is, of course, particularly gratifying.

The subtitle of this volume — “Image and Reality; History and Historiogra-
phy” — already suggests the thrust of many of the arguments put forward in
these studies. It will become apparent that while I consider myself a historian,
my work often focuses not so much on hard historical realities, but rather on
the manner in which images of the past were shaped and transmitted through
a variety of literary genre, produced at times by some authors who certainly
may be considered historians, but in other cases preserved in literary cor-
puses, such as rabbinic literature, that made no claim to be transmitters of
“what really happened” (although they may have believed that this was the
case). The first and fourth parts of this volume address a variety of aspects of
the historiographical process as it relates to the ancient and late antique his-
tory of the Jews. While Part One focuses on the projection of ancient images
by a variety of transmitters (Hellenistic, rabbinic and geonic), Part Four sets
out to examine how modern ideologies and discoveries have effected a

! Shaye J. D. Cohen, The Significance of Yavneh and Other Essays in Jewish Hellenism
(Tobingen, 2010), p. IX.

2 A more complete list of my publications can be found in: Between Babylonia and the
Land of Israel — Studies in Honor of Isaiah M. Gafni, eds. Geoffrey Herman, Meir Ben
Shahar and Aharon Oppenheimer (Jerusalem, 2016), pp. 17-26.
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constant reshaping of our images of the past. Between these two parts are two
sections that take up two major components of my research over the years.
The first of these addresses the history of Babylonian Jewry in the period of
the Talmud, arguably one of the most formative stages and settings of
historical Jewish development. Toward this end, I published a monograph on
the history of the Babylonian Jews in the talmudic era,® while the chapters in
Part Two of this volume take up specific components of this development.
Part Three addresses what is, to my mind, a critical component for under-
standing Jewish self-identity, both in antiquity as well as in the contemporary
scene. Here, too, I published what began as a series of lectures and evolved
into a monograph, entitled Land, Center and Diaspora: Jewish Constructs in
Late Antiquity (Sheffield, 1997); the articles in Part Three of the present vol-
ume take up focused examples of the center-diaspora phenomenon.

In many ways, the first and penultimate articles in this collection are
complementary, as they both set out to alert readers of historical tracts about
the tendentiousness that frequently crept into the writings of the most re-
spected of Jewish historians, whether in antiquity, such as Josephus, or in
modern times. This, of course, should surprise no one, but added to this prob-
lem is the constant question of whether any given transmitter of events has
based his presentation primarily on source material, or has permitted agenda-
driven license to color — or at times even create — a given reality. The first
article (No. II) is a perfect example of how one historian, Josephus, reworked
the source before him — 1 Maccabees — in an effort to forge a narrative that
might comply with his particular worldview. But how are we to relate to
visions of the past that are presented in decidedly non-historical tracts, such
as rabbinic literature?* Four of the articles in this section set out to present
rabbinic images of earlier times (Nos. III-VI). One paper examined the rab-
binic ‘memory’ of the Hasmonaeans (No. V), while another attempted to
piece together a past history (as well as the religious and legal status) of
Jerusalem as imagined by the rabbis (No. VI).> When I initially organized the
material for these last two papers, I had no idea to what extent, if at all, the

3 Isaiah M. Gafni, The Jews of Babylonia in the Talmudic Era — A Social and Cultural
History (Jerusalem, 1990). Hebrew.

4 For a recent list of scholars who have stressed the ahistorical nature of rabbinic litera-
ture, see: Vered Noam, “Lost Historical Traditions: Between Josephus and the Rabbis”, in
Sibyls, Scriptures and Scrolls — John Collins at Seventy, 11, eds. J. Baden, H. Najman and
E. J. C. Tigchelaar (Leiden/Boston, 2017), pp. 991-1017, here p. 993, n. 9; see also my
article: “The Modern Study of Rabbinic and Historical Questions: The Tale of the Text”, in
The New Testament and Rabbinic Literature, eds. Reimund Bieringer, Florentino Garcia
Martinez, Didier Pollefeyt, and Peter J. Tomson (Leiden, 2010), pp. 43-61.

3 For a companion study, on Jerusalem in classical literature, see my article: “Jerusalem
in Greek and Latin Literature”, in Strength to Strength: Essays in Honor of Shaye J. D.
Cohen, ed. Michael Satlow (Providence, RI, 2018; forthcoming).
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rabbinic picture exceeded a romanticized and idyllic picture of the past, or
whether these traditions were based on earlier sources, be they written, oral or
both. The working hypothesis was to assume an anachronistic imposition on
the past, fashioned by a rabbinic worldview or, at the most, a retelling of
Josephan material that somehow found its way to the sages.®

Recent studies, however, have become far more nuanced in their appraisal
of rabbinic images of the past, and likewise have questioned the predominant
linear process, from Josephus to the rabbis. Scholars have begun to assume a
shared pool of information going back to Second Temple times, from which
both Josephus and the rabbis drew independently, and subsequently fashioned
and reshaped it to comply with their respective ideologies.” Were I to rewrite
these two articles today I would give more thought to these possibilities. In-
deed, in a very recent additional study of mine, on “Rabbinic Images of Sec-
ond Temple Diasporas”,® I suggest that while some of the rabbinic represen-
tations of the Jewish Diaspora of Second Temple times were obviously
fashioned to comply with rabbinic imagery and self-identity, they neverthe-
less may have been based on access to early Second Temple sources and
information, and should not be dismissed out of hand as had been the case in
earlier scholarship.’

My article on “The Hasmonaeans in Rabbinic Literature” (No. V) had an
additional goal, namely to downplay the popular notion that the rabbis, in
supposedly stressing the miracle of the cruse of oil as the basis for Hanukkah,

% For a review of the various theories see Noam, “Lost Historical Traditions”, pp. 998—
1002.

7 This is the basic conclusion in Noam’s article; much of the groundwork for this
revised appraisal of rabbinic images of the past, and primarily the Second Temple period,
can be found in: Tal Ilan and Noam Vered, in collaboration with Meir ben Shahar, Daphne
Baratz and Yael Fisch, Josephus and the Rabbis, 1-11 (Jerusalem, 2017), Hebrew. See also:
Menahem Kister, “Ahor va-qedem: Aggadot ve-darkhei midrash be-sifrut ha-hisonit u-be-
sifrut hazal”, in Higayon L’Yonah — New Aspects in the Study of Midrash, Aggadah and
Piyut in Honor of Professor Yona Fraenkel, eds. Joshua Levinson, Jacob Elbaum, and
Galit Hasan-Rokem (Jerusalem, 2006), pp. 231-259, who also argues for the likelihood of
an early provenance of many rabbinic traditions that were only preserved in later, redacted
texts. For a similar argument relating to historical parallels in Josephus and rabbinic litera-
ture see: Noah Hacham, “The High Priesthood and Onias’ Temple: The Historical Meaning
of a Rabbinic Story”, Zion 78 (2013), pp. 439-469 (Hebrew).

8 Isaiah M. Gafni, “Rabbinic Images of Second Temple Diasporas and Their Links with
Judaea: History or Fantasy?”, in Sources and Interpretation in Ancient Judaism — Studies
for Tal Ilan at Sixty, eds. Meron M. Piotrkowski, Geoffrey Herman, and Saskia Donitz
(Leiden/Boston, 2018), pp. 268-288.

° The article on “The Hasmonaeans in Rabbinic Literature” alludes numerous times to
parallel sources on the Hasmonaeans in the writings of Josephus and rabbinic literature;
were I to rewrite the article today I would definitely examine each and every case in light
of the entries in the corpus of these parallel sources, see: Josephus and the Rabbis (above,
n. 6).
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were expressing an overall disdain for much of Hasmonaean activity in the
political and even military sphere. By simply gathering all the rabbinic state-
ments referring to Hasmonaeans, it becomes apparent that the overwhelming
number of references to them as a dynasty were in fact positive. Indeed, a
clear distinction can be made between rabbinic allusions to the Hasmonaean
dynasty in general, and references to specific individuals of that family, to
whom criticism is at times attached. Since that article appeared, a number of
important studies by Vered Noam have confirmed, to a degree, the salient
points of my arguments, and to my mind, her work has laid to rest mediaeval
and early modern impositions of an overt anti-Hasmonaean predisposition
among the rabbis.!°

Part One of this collection concludes with two long studies (Nos. VII-VIII)
on the Iggeret of Rav Sherira Gaon, arguably the most important source for
the history of the talmudic era, and certainly for the Babylonian component of
that history. To my mind Rav Sherira was one of the outstanding Jewish
historians of all time, and his reading of the Talmud as a historical source was
innovative and by and large unprecedented. He appears to have been the first
author to have applied a historical mindset to talmudic literature, searching as
he does for causal links between dispersed rabbinic traditions that enabled
him to present a coherent narrative of the rabbinic world in the talmudic and
geonic periods. The two papers enabled me to draw a clear distinction be-
tween Rav Sherira’s chronography, almost certainly based on existing
chronological lists, and his historiographical endeavor, where I posited a far
greater creative role for the gaon, suggesting that here there appears to be far
less evidence of a pre-existing narrative. Regarding the chronological frame-
work supplied by the gaon, I maintained that through interdisciplinary cross-
referencing we can corroborate the accuracy of a significant portion of the
chronological data, thereby refuting the skepticism frequently evinced by
some scholars. This claim was supported in some recent overviews on the

10See Vered Noam, “The Miracle of the Cruse of Oil: The Metamorphosis of a
Legend”, HUCA 73 (2002), pp. 191-226; in her study Noam dispels the idea of the miracle
story as a reflection of rabbinic attitudes; it is primarily an example of the dominance of
the Babylonian Talmud in the minds of subsequent generations, hence “a reflection of later
cultural processes, and not of the approach of the Sages themselves” (ibid., p. 226); see
also V. Noam, “Did the Rabbis Cause the Hasmoneans to Be Forgotten? A Reconsider-
ation”, Zion 81 (2016), pp. 295-333 (Hebrew); here she also agrees that the rabbis sought
“to erase the memory of the individual Maccabean brothers, but ... did not display a
negative attitude toward the Hasmonean dynasty as an institution” (ibid., Summaries,
p.- XXVII). A major portion of Noam’s work on the image of the Hasmonaeans, much of
which was originally published in Hebrew, has now appeared in English translation, to-
gether with a concluding chapter (pp. 186-221) that summarizes her most recent thoughts
on how both Josephus as well as the rabbis attempted to deal with the Hasmonaean past;
see: Vered Noam, Shifting Images of the Hasmoneans (Oxford, 2018).
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Iggeret, most notably that of Robert Brody.!! As for the historiographical
creativity employed by Rav Sherira, Brody tempers my claim to a certain
degree, suggesting — as did our late teacher Shraga Abramson — that while the
basic distinction between the chronological component and the historio-
graphical one is correct, there may be more room for positing earlier historio-
graphical material employed by the gaon, rather than his sole reliance on
talmudic traditions.!> Nearly a century has passed since Lewin published his
edition of the Iggeret, and a critical edition of this monumental source is still
a major desideratum.

My interest in Rav Sherira’s Iggeret was initially aroused by my preoccu-
pation for many years with the history of talmudic Babylonia, which serves as
the focus of Part Two of this volume. I chose to open that section with an
overview of the period (No.IX), which might serve as a contextualizing
framework for the more focused studies that follow. The overview was
written some years ago, and is by now incomplete and in certain cases out-
dated. Our knowledge and understanding of the nature of the Sasanian
Empire, and in particular the status of the various minorities that existed
within its borders, has advanced considerably in recent years, and some
excellent introductions that inform us of the unique status of the Jews within
that empire can now be recommended. One outstanding example of such an
introduction can be found in Geoffrey Herman’s study of the Exilarchate.!

In recent years the history of Babylonian Jewry, and particularly the rab-
binic element within that community, has enjoyed a major revitalization, with
the emergence of a new school of scholarship. Twenty-seven years ago, in the
introduction to my book on Babylonian Jewry I wrote that

! Robert Brody, “The Epistle of Sherira Gaon”, in Rabbinic Texts and the History of
Late-Roman Palestine, eds. Martin Goodman and Philip Alexander (Oxford, 2010),
pp- 253-264, here pp. 258-259 and n. 18.

12 See Robert Brody, Zion between the Tigris and the Euphrates: The World of the
Babylonian Geonim (Jerusalem, 2015), p. 23, n. 17 (Hebrew). (This book is an updated and
expanded Hebrew version of the author’s earlier book: The Geonim of Babylonia and the
Shaping of Medieval Jewish Culture [New Haven/London 1998].)

13 Geoffrey Herman, A Prince without a Kingdom (Tibingen, 2012), pp. 21-53. In
addition to this monograph, Herman has produced a series of updated studies on a wide
variety of issues relating to talmudic Babylonian Jewry. If, for example, the rabbis were
careful to delineate where the ‘purer’ elements of Babylonian Jewry were located, a subject
discussed in a number of articles in the present volume, Herman has now provided us with
an extremely careful and detailed analysis of the relevant passages on this issue; see:
G. Herman, “Babylonia of Pure Lineage: Notes on Babylonian Jewish Toponymy”, in:
Sources and Interpretation in Ancient Judaism (above, n. 7) pp. 191-228.
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philological research does not stop with the establishment of the text and explication of
words, but strives to insert every tradition ... into an established historical-practical frame-
work. Research on Babylonian Jewry requires knowledge of Iranian languages, and an
expertise in the history of that land including all its political, social and cultural aspects ...
the impressive achievements of [Saul] Lieberman in solving enigmas relevant to the Land
of Israel in the first centuries CE ... inform us that we have yet to encounter a similar
scholar equipped to solve the mysteries of Babylonian Talmudic Jewry.!'*

This challenge has been met in recent years with exceptional vigor, beginning
with the work of the late Yaakov Elman'> and continued by a devoted circle
of students and colleagues.!® Their collective goal has been to locate our
knowledge of Jewish affairs as well as religious and legal behavior in the
Sasanian Empire within the context of Iranian culture and religion, arguing
that a full understanding of the talmudic discourse and its various allusions
cannot be fully appreciated without searching for related, or even similar
phenomena within Iranian society. To be sure, not all scholars have fully
embraced the entire scope and implications of these comparisons, denying for
example an overt Iranian legal influence within rabbinic circles, while willing
to accept certain folkloristic points of contact.!” I have included in this volume
one of my own attempts at placing rabbinic references within a broader Iran-
ian context, namely my article on “Babylonian Rabbinic Culture” (No. XI).!8

4 Gafni, Jews of Babylonia (above, n. 3), p. 14; in truth, some of my teachers at the
Hebrew University had begun to show the way in this endeavor, and I would note in
particular the extremely learned article by Eliezer Shimshon Rosenthal, “For the Talmudic
Dictionary — Talmudica Iranica”, in Irano-Judaica, ed. Shaul Shaked (Jerusalem, 1982),
pp- 38-134.

5 For a list of Elman’s publications see: Shoshannat Yaakov — Jewish and Iranian
Studies in Honor of Yaakov Elman, eds. Shai Secunda and Steven Fine (Leiden/Boston,
2012), pp. XV-XXII (his relevant studies on Irano-Judaica begin in 2003; see the list in
Shai Secunda, The Iranian Talmud [Philadelphia, 2014], pp. 153-154, n. 39); for a concise
introduction to many of the issues taken up by Elman in this area, see: Yaakov Elman,
“Middle Persian Culture and Babylonian Sages: Accommodation and Resistance in the
Shaping of Rabbinic Legal Tradition”, in The Cambridge Companion to the Talmud and
Rabbinic Literature, eds. Charlotte Elisheva Fonrobert and Martin S. Jaffee (Cambridge,
2007), pp. 165-197.

16 For a partial list see Secunda, ibid., p. 154, n. 40; for a brief overview of the current
state of attempts to contextualize the Babylonian Talmud see: Simcha M. Gross, “Irano-
Talmudica and Beyond: Next Steps in the Contextualization of the Babylonian Talmud”,
JOR 106 (2016), pp. 248-253.

17 One notable challenger has been Robert Brody, “Irano-Talmudica: The New Paral-
lelomania?”, JOR 106 (2016), pp. 209-232.

81t goes without saying that almost every example of popular Babylonian culture re-
ferred to in that overview, such as Iranian loanwords in rabbinic literature or the magic
bowls, has been addressed in detail by scholars in the field. The copious work of Prof.
Shaul Shaked of the Hebrew University stands out as a model of this important research
during the past generation.
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Yet another study, on conversion in Sasanian Babylonia (No. XIII), notes that
the majority of the limited Babylonian talmudic references to the phenom-
enon take place in Mahoza, a fact that dovetails quite nicely with Elman’s
view of Mahoza as something akin to a cosmopolitan center,!” which to his
mind considerably influenced the worldview of his hero, the fourth-century
rabbi Rava. However, I have been cautious in asserting overt gentile influ-
ences on rabbinic legal instruction and institutional organization, preferring
instead to point to a shared environment of political authority, language,
economy, climate and other factors that may have produced similar behavior
among different groups living in proximity to one another. An example of
this approach may be found in my article on “Nestorian Literature as a Source
for the History of the Babylonian Yeshivot” (No. XIV).

My main interest in Babylonian Jewry, however, was in the variety of
strategies employed by its leadership in an effort to assert a sense of ‘home-
ness’ among the local Jewish community, thereby removing any potential
pangs of guilt for establishing what ultimately became a competitive force
within the Jewish world, vying with the Judaean center for primacy. In my
paper on “How Babylonia became ‘Zion’” (No. X) I argued that the competi-
tion that comes to the fore in the geonic period (Pirqoy ben Baboy) had far
deeper routes going back to talmudic times. In essence, the shift was not
simply the result of a political struggle for leadership between the two rab-
binic centers, but a reflection of the ideological confrontation of ‘geography’
(Eretz Israel) versus ‘Torah’ as the dominant factor of Jewish identity and
authority, a debate that began to emerge just a few generations after the de-
struction of the Second Temple and the Bar-Kokhba uprising. A recent study
by Daniel Boyarin would appear to reinforce my conclusions.*

My interest in the Babylonian Jewish community, and specifically its com-
plex attitude toward the Palestinian center, was accompanied over the years
by the broader issue of Center and Diaspora in antique Judaism, a multi-
faceted subject whose genesis predates talmudic Judaism by hundreds of
years. I briefly addressed the Jewish discourse of the Hellenistic-Roman peri-
od on the diaspora phenomenon in the first chapter of my book Land, Center
and Diaspora, whereas in the present collection I chose to include those
studies that take up the post-Temple expressions of the center-diaspora rela-
tionship.2! Two of the articles in this section set out to identify the changes

19 This connection, based on my article, was noted by Elman’s student, Shai Secunda, in
his work The Iranian Talmud (above, n. 14), p. 41.

2 Daniel Boyarin, A Traveling Homeland: The Babylonian Talmud as Diaspora (Phil-
adelphia, 2015).

21T briefly discuss aspects of the center-diaspora phenomenon in my introduction to an-
other collection of articles; see: Isaiah M. Gafni, “Introduction: Center and Diaspora in the
Second Temple, Mishna and Talmud Periods”, in: Center and Diaspora: The Land of
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attached to the status of the Land of Israel in the aftermath of the Destruction
and the Bar-Kokhba debacle (Nos. XVI-XVII). While the military events in
Judaea may have effected a decentralizing process, demographically as well
in a diminished obligation toward certain mitzvot connected to the Land, one
senses a converse process, characterized by apparently unprecedented calls
for maintaining an ideological loyalty to the Land, which included appeals for
‘aliyah and forbidding emigration, as well as forbidding the sale (or even
leasing) of land to gentiles. In time these calls, almost all of which emanate
from Palestinian sages, were joined by a growing belief in the metaphysical
attributes of the Land, such as the belief that those buried therein will have
their sins atoned for, that they will be the first to rise on the advent of the
messiah, and so forth.2? There is, however, an additional benefit to be derived
from such studies. Nowhere do we find among the hundreds of statements in
rabbinic literature attributed to pre-Bar Kokhba sages any similar expressions
of required Judaean loyalty or manifestations of ensuing advantages con-
nected to the Land, although such anachronistic impositions might have been
expected. How easy it should have been for late editors or pseudo-epigraphic
formulators to insert such sentiments into the mouths of such notable author-
ities as R. Aqiva, R. Joshua and Rabban Yohanan ben Zakkai and their peers.
And yet not one example of this appears anywhere in the hundreds of state-
ments attributed in tannaitic literature to the luminaries of the years 70-
132 CE, thus apparently attesting to an attitudinal change that took place at a
particular point in time.? This is but one example of a preserved stratification
in rabbinic literature, which tends to temper the popular notion of a homoge-
nizing process imposed by the heavy-handedness of some late redactor. Rec-
ognizing this preserved stratification contributes significantly to what schol-
ars have referred to, in other contexts, as ‘The Rehabilitation of Talmudic
History’.?* Moreover, in the case of reinterment in the Land, one finds

Israel and the Diaspora in the Second Temple, Mishna and Talmud Periods, ed. Isaiah M.
Gafni (Jerusalem, 2004), pp. 7-15.

22 For a discussion on how Babylonian sages responded to these projections of the
virtues of life (and death) in the Land of Israel see: Jeffrey Rubenstein, “Addressing the
Attributes of the Land of Israel: An Analysis of Bavli Ketubot 110b—112a”, in Center and
Diaspora (above, n. 20), pp. 159-188 (Hebrew).

2 For this argument see my article “The Modern Study of Rabbinics and Historical
Questions” (above, n. 4), pp. 58-60.

24 A similar stratification, maintaining idiosyncratic generational attributions, is noted
in the article on the Pirga in this volume (No. XV). In fact, it was the gradual introduction
of this term (and practice), beginning only in statements attributed to a specific generation
of Babylonian amoraim, and in a similar manner the gradual introduction of the term
‘kalla’, that led David Goodblatt, among other reasons, to justify this ‘rehabilitation’, not-
withstanding its limitations; see his article: “Towards the Rehabilitation of Talmudic His-
tory”, in History of Judaism — The Next Ten Years, ed. Baruch M. Bokser (Chico, 1981),
pp- 31-44.
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archaeological evidence that dovetails precisely with the earliest rabbinic
allusions to the practice, thus again reinforcing a sense of the preservation of
authentic (generational) attributions uncorrupted by later pseudo-epigraphic
processes.?

The remaining articles in this section all reflect either on the nature of ties
between the Judaean center and diaspora communities, or the divergences
between the various communities possibly resulting from disparate local
norms. Two of these papers (Nos. XVIII and XIX) attest to links between the
rabbinic center and the western diaspora, taking up the evidence of ‘apostles’
dispatched by the Palestinian Patriarch to those territories, and the role these
messengers may have played in the communal life of Jews. What I attempted
to question here was the degree to which the Jewish communities in the West
were indeed “Split Diasporas” as some recent studies have contended, and
conversely how familiar were Jews in the Babylonian East with the lifestyles
and mores of their brethren in Palestine. I concluded that section with one of
the many examples of disparate lifestyles and beliefs that distinguished the
sages of Sasanian Babylonia from their colleagues in the West, namely dif-
ferent attitudes toward marriage (No. XX).2® It should be apparent from a
major portion of the articles in this volume, as well as from the monographs
mentioned above, that I consider the fact that we have two corpuses of
rabbinic literature, rooted in two very different social, religious and political
environments, to be one of the great advantages for historians of Jews and
Judaism in late Antiquity, particularly as they relate to the rabbinic communi-
ty.

The final part of this volume sets out to reconsider modern perceptions of
late antique Judaism, especially the rabbinic component of that community.
What I tried to show in at least two of these studies is that beginning with the
late eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, and up to contemporary times, his-
torians have played fast and loose with the evidence. The affinity of certain
nineteenth-century maskilim for the Palestinian Talmud had little to do with
the nature of that body of literature, and far more to do with the casting of
aspersions on the Bavli, perceived (correctly) as being the underpinning of
Jewish orthodoxy. Proceeding from the nineteenth into the twentieth century,
the rabbinic model would be constantly repackaged to coincide with the cel-
ebrated ideologies of the day, moving from enlightenment to social and
economic sensitivity to political activism and so on. Just as we encounter a
rabbinization of the past in rabbinic literature, historians of the modern era

% For an argument that questions how pervasive the practice of bringing corpses from
abroad for burial in the Land really was, thus qualifying my conclusions to a degree, see:
Tessa Rajak, The Jewish Dialogue with Greece and Rome (Leiden, 2001), pp. 479-499.

% My conclusion here was embraced by Daniel Boyarin, Carnal Israel (Berkeley/Los
Angeles/Oxford, 1993), p. 140 and n. 11.
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constantly refashioned their own image of rabbinic society. Needless to say,
these revisions were also the result of new discoveries as well as research
tools provided to scholars in the field, as I noted in the survey article on “A
Generation of Scholarship” (No. XXIV), which already requires an update for
the early twenty-first century. As for myself, I am thoroughly aware of the
changes in my own reading of the sources over the years, and my review of
Jeffrey Rubenstein’s works (“Rethinking Talmudic History”, No. XXII) is no
less a critique of some of my own conclusions in the past. As I concluded in
one of the articles in that section, the only thing beyond the realm of the deity
is the power to change history; only historians can do that.

k ok ok

Thanks are due to a number of people who contributed to this publication. I
should begin by thanking Prof. Peter Schéfer, one of the editors of Mohr
Siebeck’s series, “Texts and Studies in Ancient Judaism”, for recommending
that I publish such a collection, and Dr. Henning Ziebritzki who accepted the
publication on behalf of Mohr Siebeck. Both were extremely patient during
the prolonged preparation of the manuscript, for which I am extremely grate-
ful. At various stages of translation and editing, I received excellent assist-
ance, at first from Hani Davis who contributed significantly to the early stages
of the project, followed by Ruth Clemens, Dr. Shai Secunda and Hanan
Mozes. I wish to thank in particular Dr. Claus-Jiirgen Thornton, whose work
on all aspects of the copyediting and preparation of this manuscript, including
the indexes, was outstanding. The advantage of having a copyeditor who is
also a scholar in his own right is priceless, and I cannot thank him enough for
his sage advice throughout our work together.

I began teaching at the Hebrew University during the academic year 1967-
1968. That same year I met and married my wife Naomi. I cannot imagine
producing these studies without her constant support and encouragement, and
so I consider this volume a mutual fiftieth anniversary present. My name may
appear on the title page, but her love and devotion permeate every page with-
in.
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Artapanus of Alexandria 31, 217,
242, n. 103

Ashi, Rav 206, 230, 243, 260, n. 11,
262, 288, 290, n. 31

— advocation of proselytism? 258, n. 5

— ~ before Yazdgird I 123

— dubious adscriptions 169 with n. 28

— head of the Suran Academy 113,
116, n. 30, 123 with n. 57, 278, n. 53

— number of students under ~ 278—
279

— pirga 286

— rabbinic self-criticism 184

— relationship with Persian fire-
priests 179, n. 85, 229

— responsibility for the collection and
distribution of charity 183 with n. 7

— wealth 403

Ashmedai (King of Demons) 181
with n. 99, 236 with n. 77
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Ashur

— identified with Seleucia 202, 215,
249

Asi, Rav 139, 143, 147, 259, n. 9, 355

Asinaeus and Anilacus 214, 267,
373, n.59

ass-worship, Jewish, alleged 34

assimilation, see acculturation

Assyria  18-19

Assyrian exile 205, 216, 250

astrology, Jewish (see also prophecy,
Chaldaean)

— Abraham and ~ 217, 242-243
with n. 103

— astrological divination not for
Israel 243 with n. 104, 437

— Rav Joseph’s mother consults
astrologers 115, n. 29, 152-153,
154, n. 58, 243

— Rav Nahman bar Yitzhaq’s mother
consults astrologers 154, n. 59, 244

— the rabbis’ criticism of ~ 153, 242

— the rabbis’ recourse to ~ 182, 242—
244, 437

— Third Sibyl on ~ 242, 1n.99

Astunia 198

Athanasius of Alexandria 39, 93, n. 42

atonement/expiation 99, 350; see also
Yom Kippur

— acts of loving kindness equal to
sacrifice 100, 193

— Dburial in Eretz Israel expiates sins 8,
252, n. 12, 302, 306, 309 with n. 16,
311, 312

— living in Eretz Israel expiates
sins 302, 311, 312

— Mt. Moriah is the place of ~ 35

— site of Adam’s ~ 38, 40, 41

Avdimi, Rav 52 with n. 26

Avraham de-Bet Rabban 278 with n. 53

Avtalion 267, 373, 387

Avya, Rav 287, 288 with n. 26

Azariah (Abednego) 22, n. 33, 64, 206

Azariah (Hasmonaean general) 17

Ba Karda 263 with n. 25

Babylon/Bavel (city) 201, 204, 206,
207,209, n. 1, 254

— tower of ~ 202-203 with n. 62

Babylonia, see Achaemenid Empire,
Parthian Empire, Sasanian Empire,
Seleucid Empire

Babylonian exile (see also ingathering)

— ~as act of God’s mercy 221

— beginning of Sabbath-observance in
the ~ 303

— continuity from first exiles to talmudic
and post-talmudic Babylonian Jewry
111 with n. 16, 137, 173, 188, n. 5

— deportations of 597 and 587/586 BCE
111, 136-138, 171, 173, 190, n. 10,
196, 205, 209-210, 218, 247, 250
— ~s accompanied by Shekhinah

173, 195-196, 219, 250
— reason for two waves of deporta-
tion 188,n.5,219,n. 19

— reason for exile to Babylonia rather
than to any other country 198-199,
209-210, 221, 249, 299

— returnees to Palestine under Ezra
190, 211, 213

Babylonian Jewry (see also Bavli and
Yerushalmi)

— acculturation of ~ 181-182, 226ff.,
233-245, 352, 356-357

— ~under Parthian rule 163-165, 171,
213-215, 217, 221, 222, 227, 376

— ~under Sasanian rule 222ff., 247ff.,
255, 263, 266-267, 352

— Babylonian and Palestinian Jewry
363
— administrative differences 183

— Babylonian claim for equal
halakhic standing with Palestine
from Rav’s arrival 141, 144,
173, 199-200, 207 with n. 86, 218,
220, 248, 251

— Babylonian claim for superiority
over Palestine 176, 187189,
210, 248ft., 340-341, 363, 388-389

— differences in customs and teach-
ing 177, 181, 336-340, 350-351

— Exilarch and Patriarch 155, 171,
173, 308; see also Exilarchate

— tensions, fissures, power struggle
between Babylonian and
Palestinian Jewry 183, 187-189,
190-191, 200, 385-386, 387-388
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“this is ours, this is theirs” 336,
337, 338, 350
— economy 176-179, 229, 350-351
— extension of Jewish Babylonia 197,
209, n. 1, 220, 251, 252
— impact of the Destruction on ~
191-193
— languages used 179-180, 229-232,
333-334
— living in Babylonia equals living in
Eretz Israel 189, 251; see also burial
in Babylonia
— places of pilgrimage in Babylonia
206-207
— prohibition against leaving Baby-
lonia 189, 197-198, 253
— proneness to superstition, alleged
212,369
— regionalism/local antagonism 175—
176, 197, 198, 248, 251, 252-255
— relationship with gentile
surrounding  178-180, 227-229,
232-233, 241
— sanctity of Babylonian soil 197,
220; see also burial in Babylonia
— self-confidence of ~ 155,173,176,
198-200, 201-202, 207, 220, 248-252
— Babylonia as the new Zion 173,
187ff., 201, 340, 389
— Babylonian lineage is superior to
all other Jews 173, 196-197,
205, 219-220, 250-251, 252, 268
— continuity from first exiles to
talmudic (and post-talmudic) ~
111 with n. 16, 137, 147, 173,
188, n. 5, 211, 250
— relocation of biblical sites in
Babylonia 198, n. 46, 201-202,
204-205, 215-216, 248-250
— size of Jewish population 174
with n. 58, 211
— territorial clusters 173-174,
209, n. 1
bachelorhood 279, 350, 351, n. 36
Bahram 1 167
Bahram II 167
Bahram Gor 119, 169
Balaam 298
bamot  99-100

Bar-Kokhba uprising 8, 59, 63, 90, 94,
193, 197, 299, 301-302, 319, 374,
413, 425, n. 63, 429, 436

— demographic results 8, 301, 303,
346

— Roman persecution following the ~
202, n. 60, 221, 268, n. 57

— the sages and the ~ 301-302, 309,
395, 405-406 with n. 46, 407-408,
438-439
— R. Aqiva and the ~ 407-408

Bar-Qappara 312, 346, n. 17

bar Qoraiya, R. 306

BarHadbeSabba 271, n. 11,274
with n. 30, 277, n. 48, 278, nn. 51 and
53-55

barrenness 82, 348-349

Barsauma (bishop of Nisibis) 270

Basil of Caesarea 39

bastards (mamzerim) 176, 197, n. 40,
253, 257, 258, 393

Bati bar Tubi 122, n. 56

Bava b. Buta 334

Bavli and Yerushalmi 361ff.

— the antagonism between the two
Talmuds as battleground for modern
opposing agendas 212, 361, 363,
371,376

— Bavli

Bavli takes preference to the
Yerushalmi 157, 367, 368-369,
372-374, 427

— the Bavli using the Yerushalmi as
asource 194, 383, 385-386, 396,
415

— final redaction of the Bavli 381,
384-385, 428-430; see also
stammaim

— textual witnesses 416

— Yerushalmi

— the Babylonians’ alleged proneness
to superstition 212, 369, 370

— preference for the Yerushalmi and
Jewish nationalism 367-369

— textual witnesses 416

— Yerushalmi takes preference to the
Bavli 364-371, 376, 408

Be Ardashir, see Seleucia-Ctesiphon-Be
Ardashir
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Be Kube 198 with n. 44, 254

Ben Azzai 310, n. 18, 337, 350
with n. 32

Ben-Sira 72

Benjamin of Tudela 206-207
with nn. 83-84

Berekhia, R. 80

bet ha-va'ad 391 with n. 50

Bet Hillel 402

Bet-Horon 19

— battle of ~ 17-18, 29

bet midrash (“house of study”) 46, 86,
112, n. 19, 278, 321, 333, 380, n. 9,
385, 391, 399, 402, 436

— ~of ‘Ever 54 with n. 34

— ~of Shem 47,54 with n. 34

Bet Nathan 262, n. 22, 274, n. 31,
288, n. 26

bet sefer (elementary school) in pre-
Destruction Jerusalem 84

Bet Shammai 402, 406

Bet She’an 417 with n. 18

— inscription 417

Bet She‘arim

— funerary inscriptions 314

— necropolis 305, 308 with n. 13, 313
with n. 27, 433

bet talmud (advanced school) in pre-
Destruction Jerusalem 84

Bet-Zur, battle of 22, 23

Bibi, Rav 262, n. 19

bigamy, see monogamy and polygyny

Birka 253

Birta de-Stiya 253

Bishapur, rock reliefs 165, n. 8

bitter water 50

bitul Torah (“neglect of Torah”) 56

Bna’ah, R. 38, n.40

Bordeaux Pilgrim 39, n. 45

Borsif/Borsippa 202, 215, n. 14,
249, n. 6

Breviarius 41, n. 56

burial in Babylonia 251-252, 312

— ~is equavalent to burial in Eretz
Israel 197, 220, 252, 310 with n. 18

— ~isasin 312

— sanctity of Babylonian soil 197, 220

burial in Eretz Israel 8-9, 42, 220, 252
with n. 12, 300, 302, 305-314

— benefits 302, 308, n. 13, 309
with n. 16
— being buried in Eretz Israel equals
being buried under the altar 309
with n. 16, 310
— expiation of sins 8, 252, n. 12,
302, 306, 309 with n. 16, 311, 312
— grants being resurrected first 8§,
252, n. 12, 296, 302, 309
withn. 17,311, 312
— remains brought from Diaspora to
Eretz Israel 97, n. 51, 302, n. 29,
305-308, 310, 312-313, 375, 433—
434
— Rav Huna 138, 155 with n. 65,
156 with n. 68, 308, 313, n. 25
— specifically in Jerusalem 307,
309, n. 16, 310
— specifically not in Jerusalem 42
burial rites
— Jewish ~ 122 with n. 54, 168
— Zoroastrian ~ 122, 168, 225
burial sites 163; see also Bet She arim:
necropolis
— Abel 37
— Adam 36-42,54,82,n. 16
— Hezekiah (Exilarch) 313, n. 26
— Hezekiah (King) 391, n. 50
— Mattathias 21
— Nicanor family 307
— patriarchs and their wives 36, 38
with n. 39, 306-307 with n. 8
Bustenai (Exilarch) 155, 157

Caesarea Maritima 66, 312, n. 22, 339,
416

Caesarea-Mazaca, capital of
Cappadocia 126-127, 128, 129-130

— fall to Persia 126, 129, 130, n. 100

— massacre on the Jews under Shapur I
127 with n. 79, 129, 130, 165, 224

Cain, see Abel

Cairo Genizah 147, 183, 416, 417, 418,
420, 421

Caleb 22, n.33,39,n.44

calendar

— Iranian 180, 232-233 with n. 63
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— Jewish
— R. Aqiva’s intercalation 194
with n. 26
— Babylonian intercalation 336,
386

— Rabban Gamaliel’s letters of
intercalation 318, n. 16, 324
— Hananiah’s attempt at controlling

the ~ 188, 193-194 with nn. 27—

28, 316-317, 385-386 with nn. 31
and 33

— the Palestinians’ control of the ~
193-195 with n. 31

— the Patriarch’s control of the ~
316-317 with n. 13, 318, n. 15,
322,n.29, 324

Caligula 23, n. 35, 212, 303

Calvary, see Golgotha

candles 36, 168, 221, 228, 336

— ~ and Zoroastrian fire-priests 167—
168 with n. 19, 221-222

— Hanukkah ~ 64-65, 167-168
with n. 19, 222, 405

Cappadocia 127 with n. 84, 128, 129
with nn. 93 and 96, 224

— capital, see Caesarea-Mazaca

Cassius Dio 206, 425, n. 63

cats 143-144

“Cave of Treasures” (Schatzhdohle), site
of Adam’s grave 39, n. 44

celibacy 265-266 with n. 41; see also
bachelorhood

— Christian ~ 340, n. 56, 347-348,
351-352

— philosophical ~ 350

— rabbinic ~ 337, 350, 351

Chalcedon council (451 CE) 269

charitable funds 322 with n. 36

Charrae, battle of 214, n. 11

Christianity (see also celibacy, demons,
marriage, pilgrimage)

— ~and Judaism 58, 79, 93, 106, 224
with n. 34, 228, 253, 255, 264-266,
339-340 with nn. 56 and 58, 349,
351-352, 362, 363

— ~in the Sasanian Empire 119, 167,
168, 223-224, 226, 264, 266,

273, n. 24; see also persecution,
School of Nisibis

— Christianization of northern
Mesopotamia 174

— conversion of Persian magi 264
— Christianization of the Roman

Empire 166, 187, n. 2, 220-221,

223,266, 411
— church buildings 106
— conversion to ~ 264, 320, n. 23
— Jewish ~ 105,128, n.91
— Nestorian ~ 147-148, 269ff.

— Syriac ~ 264-266, 269ff.
circumcision 25, n. 41, 139, 143, 243
— ~of converts 259,n.9
— conversion without ~ 373, n. 59
“city led astray”, legislation 95, 96
Claimants Stone in Jerusalem 86
Clearchus of Soli 33
Constantinian shift 187, n. 2
Constantinople, Fifth Ecumenical

Council (553 CE) 270,n.7
conversion
— ~ to Christianity 264, 320, n. 23
— ~to Judaism, see proselytes
— forced conversion of Jews to

Zoroastrianism under

Yazdgird I 120, 169, 226
court, Jewish (ber din)

—av betdin 111,156

—court days 49

covenant 19, 64, 89

cruse of oil, see miracle of the oil
Ctesiphon, see Seleucia-Ctesiphon-Be

Ardashir
Cyril of Jerusalem 39
Cyrus II (bishop of Edessa) 269
Cyrus II (King) 26, 104, 166, n. 13,

223

Damascus 90

Daniel 22, n. 33, 64, 191, n. 14, 206,
250

— prayer direction 103

— Synagogue of ~ 206

David (King) 22, n. 33,29, 57, 92, 310,
324, n.42,384,n.22

— ~and Jerusalem 29, 31, 35,79, 83

— ~and the Temple 29, 30, 83

— ~ established four prayers for Yom
Kippur 55



520 Index of Subjects

— ~ found the place of the great altar
and measured it 30, 83
— grave of the House of ~ in Jerusa-
lem 97
— rabbinic statements on ~ supposed to
be veiled references to the Hasmo-
naeans 57 with n. 42, 395, n. 62
David Luria, R. 37, n. 37,42, n. 61
Day of Atonement, see Yom Kippur
Dead Sea sect (Qumran) 59, 71,
98, n. 52, 101, n. 56, 234, n. 70, 277,
353, n. 46
Decius 129
demai 69 with n. 18
Demetrius the Chronographer 31
demons, evil spirits, and devils 233—
240, 242, 339
— Christian belief in ~ 234
— Jewish belief in ~ 181-182, 227,
233, 234-242, 339, 369, 400-402
creation on Sabbath eve 234
— neutralization of ~ 181, 234, 237
with n. 81, 239-242; see also
exorcism, magic: magic bowls
— exception in Palestinian Judaism
toward belief in ~ 181, 236, 339,
401402
— Solomon trained in fighting ~
234
— Zoroastrian/Iranian belief in ~ 181,
227,233, 236-238, 339
diaspora
— ~ Jewry, see Alexandrian/Egyptian
Jewry, Babylonian Jewry, Roman
Jewry
— understood as colonies of the metro-
polis of Jerusalem 89, 295, 296-297
Dimi, Rav 333 with n. 28
Dimi of Nehardea, Rav 113, 203
Diocletian 125 with nn. 71 and 73,
323,n.38,414,n. 12
— inscription in Tyre 125-126
with n. 73
divine name 69-70
— desecration 25,70
— pronounciation 285, 286
divorce 141 with n. 26, 200, 207, n. 86,
248, 344, 347, 348 with n. 28

— ~ language in exorcism 182, 239—
240 with n. 95

— priests marrying divorcees 252, n. 13

dreams 276, n. 40, 400

— Jacob’s ~ of the ladder 30

— R. Hanina bar Hama’s dream
concerning Rav 139, 142,
146, n. 37, 149 with n. 45, 150

— Rav Papa and Rav Huna b. Rav
Yehoshua 276, n. 40
ShapurI 223

Dyophys1tes 269

Ebionites 105

Ecbatana, fortress in 250

Edessa (see also School of Edessa)

— capture by Khusrau II 270, n. 7

— center of the Dyophysites 269-270
with n. 6

— Erek identified as ~ 202, 215, 249

— Mar Narsai being forced to leave ~
147,270, n. 8, 277

Edom 45, 66, 188 with n. 5, 196, 318

Efes, R. 88, n.32,324

Ekron 66, 89

Elam 173, 174, 196, 197, 252

Elchasai 105

Eleazar (Galilaean) 373, n. 59

Eleazar (Maccabaean martyr) 24, n. 37

Eleazar b. Azariah, R. 90, 299, 393

— overnight growth or graying of his
beard 394, 432

Eleazar ([E])leazar) b. Pedat, R. 53,
102, 103, n. 63, 104, 306, 312, 317,
323, n. 37

Eleazar b. R. Shimon, R. 95

Eleazar b. R. Zadog, R.  85-86

Eleazar ha-Modai, R. 90, 299

Eleazar ha-Qappar, R. 312

Elhanan b. R. Shemaria, R. 290

Eli (priest), sons of 57

Eliezer b. Hyrcanus, R. 239, n. 88, 299,
300, 310, n. 18, 312, n. 24

Eliezer b. Yaaqov, R. 82,91, 301

Eliezer Zeira, R. 154

Elijah 22, n. 33, 254

Elimelech 302, 309

Elisha (prophet) 380, n. 9, 396

Elisha bar Qusbaya 271, n. 10
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Elisha b. Avuya 380, n. 8, 390
Elkanah 354
Emmaus, battle of 19, 20, 23
Ephesus council (431 CE) 269
Ephrem 264
Epictetus 350
Epiphanius of Salamis 39, 315, 321,
322,323
Erek 201, 202, 215, 249
Eretz Israel 295-303
— burial in ~, see burial in Eretz Israel
— ~and Diaspora 295-303
— living in the Land
— ~ assures the world to come 302,
309, n. 16, 311
— ~expiates sins 302, 311, 312
— ~isequal to all command-
ments 301, n. 21, 302, 309-310
— prohibition of leaving the Land
197-198, 295-296, 300-302, 309,
310,317, n. 12
— R. Hanina bar Hama’s
condemnation of leaving the
Land 198, 295-296 with n. 3
‘eruv 54 with n. 35, 261, 283, n. 9, 287
Essenes 24; see also Dead Sea sect
Esther 64
Euphrates
— flowing out of Eden 198, n. 46, 201,
207, 215, 248
— islands in the ~ 204-205 with n. 74,
216 with n. 15, 248, 249, n. 7
— Jewry east of the ~ 144, 164, 174
with n. 58, 200, 201, 209 with n. 1,
210,211, n. 7,212,213, 216, 224,
239, 331, n. 19, 340, n. 56, 374
Euripides 214, n. 11
Eusebius of Caesarea 57, 93, n. 42,
315, 321, 322
Eve, see Adam
exhumation of corpses 168, 225
Exilarchate 170-173
— beginning of the office
— no hard evidence before ca. 200
CE 219 with n. 20
— Sherira’s claim of Exilarchs in
Babylonia prior to the death of
Judah the Patriarch 138, 154
— court of the Exilarch 154, 155, 171

— archive 134, n. 6, 135, 323-324
— temporarily located in
Mahoza 170, 266, n. 46
— Davidic pedigree of the
Exilarchs 171, 173, 219, 395
— execution of Exilarchs 113 with
n. 22,169, 170
— Exilarch and Emperor 171
— Exilarch and Patriarch 155, 171,
173, 308
— Exilarch and the sages 145, 154—
155, 156, 171, n. 37, 172, 183, 288,
291, 393, n. 54
— Exilarch and pirga 288
with n. 27, 290
— Exilarch appoints to the office of
agoranomos 158 with n. 79, 172
— genealogy of Exilarchs 171
— judicial power 171-172
— list of Exilarchs as possible source of
Sherira Gaon 118, n. 36
— Mar = title of the Exilarch?
156, n. 67
— named Exilarchs, see Bustenai, Huna,
Hezekiah, Huna Mari b. Mar Zutra,
Ukban bar Nehemiah, Zutra
— Mar Ugba (and Mar Zutra and
Amemar) considered Exilarch(s)
by Sherira Gaon 123, n. 57, 138,
155, 156, 157
— reinterment of Exilarchs in Eretz
Israel 313 with n. 25, 375; see also
Huna, Rav (Exilarch)
— servants of the Exilarch:
degeneration 154-155, 171, n. 37
— Sherira Gaon claims descendance
from the exilarchic family 157, 261
— wealth of the Exilarchs 171
— Yazdgird’s wife the daughter of the
Exilarch? 169
exile, see Assyrian exile, Babylonia
exile, ingathering of exiles
exodus story 19, 31, 32, 33-34
exorcism 234, 237
— divorce language in ~ 182, 239-240
with n. 95
expiation, see atonement
Eyn Yaaqov 122,n.53
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Ezekiel 189, n.6, 195, n. 31
— synagogue of the prophet ~ in
Kafri 207
Ezra 49, 100, 302, 393
— ~came up from Babylonia
195, n. 31, 196, n. 38, 219, 251, 388
— ~ left Babylonia like “pure sifted
flour” 196, n. 38, 219, 251
Ezra and Nehemiah, Books of
190, n. 10

family tombs 21, 97, 307 with n. 8,
308, n. 13, 311, n. 21

fasts 18, 281, n. 2, 286, 287, n. 24, 366

festivals and holidays

— TIranian/Zoroastrian ~ 180, 225,
228-229, 232-233

— Jewish ~ 228, 299; see also
Hanukkah, Passover, Sabbath,
Sukkot, Yom Kippur

fire-temples, Persian 179, n. 85, 226,
229

— Anabhita at Stakhr 167

— Jewish children handed over to the
Persian fire-worshipers 112, n. 19,
120, 169-170, 226

— Sro§ Adaran in Harvan 120, 169

fiscus Judaicus 192-193

formulae and phrases, rabbinic
“at first” (bari’shonah) 51

— ginata de-be rav  150-151, 278

— “in the beginning” (batehillah) 51

— “nowadays” (ba-zman ha-zeh) 51—
52

— pasiq sidra 149 with n. 44

— “prevailed and defeated” 64-65

— “ptr’ vs. “ne’esaf” 114

—  “this is ours, this is theirs” 336, 337,

338, 350

— “this teaches us” 309-310

— “what happened — happened!” 47
with n. 16, 49, 51, n. 22

— “who will be (my spouse) for the
day” 355, 356

Foundation stone (' Even Shetiyah) 81
with n. 12

Gad (prophet) 30, 83
Gaius Caligula 23, n. 35, 212, 303

Gallus rebellion 308, 313, n. 27

Gamaliel the Elder, Rabban 111

Gamaliel II, Rabban 300, 317, n. 13,
330

— deposition at Yavneh 138,
380, nn. 8-9, 392, 393, 394, 430, 432

— family tomb 311, n. 21

— letter 318, n. 16, 324

Gamaliel III (Patriarch) 400

Gamaliel V (Patriarch) 324 with n. 41

Gaon of Vilna 365, n. 23, 366, n. 25

Gay (capital of Isfahan) 169, n. 27

gematria 85

geonic period 7, 108, 109, n. 10, 115,
124, 134, 135, 137, n. 13, 147, 153—
154, 163, 170, 172, 179, 184, 281—
283, 286, 290-291, 313, 344, 383,
389; see also stammaim

ger (see proselytes)

Gerizim, Mt. 36, n. 29

Gibeon 29

Ginzak (river) 205, 216, 250

gittin (“divorce contracts”), see divorce

Giv‘at Hamivtar 307

God-fearers 263

Golgotha/Calvary
— etymology of the name 39

— site of Adam’s grave 38-39
with nn. 42-44, 40, 41, n. 56

Goliath 29

Gordian 127 with n. 83

Great Uprising 63, 87, 319, 346; see
also Sicarii, Zealots

Greek language 71, n. 24, 127, n. 82,
180, 296, 316, n. 6, 320, 327-331,
368

— rabbis on the use of the ~ 231, 318,
399, nn. 13-14; see also loanwords

— scriptural reading in synagogues only
in Hebrew or in Greek as
well 329, n. 13

Gubba 263

habarim (herbad/erbad, Persian fire-
priests) 167, 168, n. 19, 221
with n. 25, 222

Hadith 159 with n. 84

“hadrakh” 90

Hadrian 268, n. 57
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Hadyab 205, 216, 250
Haggadot ha-Talmud 274, n. 31,

283,n.9
Hai Gaon, Rav 153, 179 with n. 87, 111,

229 with n. 50, 253, n. 17, 344, 368
Hama, Rav (head of the Pumbedita

yeshivah) 113, 115, 122

with nn. 54-55
Hama, Rav (rabbi of the early 4th c.?)

122 with nn. 54-55
Hama bar Hanina, R. 312
Hamadan 205, 216, 250
Haman 64
Hamnuna, Rav 206, 216, 250, n. 9,

252,288, 351 with n. 36, 400
— reinterment 313, n.25
Hamza Isfahani 120, 169
Hanan bar Rava, Rav 203
Hananel, Rabbenu 122, n. 53,

260, n. 11,283,n.9, 313, n. 25
Hananiah (Shadrach) 22, n. 33, 64, 206
Hananiah (nephew of

R. Joshua) 302, n. 27

— attempt to intercalate the calendar

188, 193-194 with nn. 27-28,
316- 317, 385-386 with nn. 31
and 33
Hananiah (merchant) 373, n. 59
Hananya (third head of the School of

Nisibis) 278 with n. 55
Hanilai, R. 350
Hanina, Rav (late geonic Rosh

Yeshivah) 290, n. 33
Hanina bar Hama, R. 146, 150,

295,n.3,317,n. 12
— condemnation of leaving Eretz

Israel 198, 295-296 with n. 3
— dream concerning Rav 139, 142,

146, n. 37, 149 with n. 45, 150
Hanina b. Dosa, R. 235, n. 76
Hanukkah 64, 83, 167-168
— ~candles 64-65

— ~ candles and Persian fire-

priests 167-168 with n. 19, 222
— ~ and the miracle of the cruse of oil,
see miracle of the oil
— prayer recited on ~ 61, n.5
— remembrance of the dedication of the
altar 65

harash and masger (“craftsmen and
smiths”) 136, 137, 147, 190, n. 10

Harvan 120, 170

Hashmonay the High Priest, sons of 64

Haskalah/maskilim 9, 361-363, 372,
398-401, 427

Hasmonaeans 13-27, 59-75, 213

— capture of Straton’s tower ~ 66

— Court of the ~ 61, 66

— end of the Hasmonaean state  67-68

— family tomb 21, 307

— Hasmonaean uprising 13, 16, 17,
19-21, 24-26, 61, 64-66, 213, n. 10
— considered a justified war by

Josephus 24

— ~ from the tribe of Levi 65

— rabbinic view of the ~ 3-4, 57
with n. 42, 59-75, 395, n. 62, 405-
406 with n. 47

— use of the Hebrew language
71, n. 24,319

heads of the academies, see rosh
yeshivah

Hebrew language

— ~in Patriarchal Letters 316, 317,
318-319 with nn. 15 and 17-19

— Hebrew inscriptions and coins 71
with n. 24, 240

— ~ as lingua franca in worldwide
Jewry 319, 320, n. 23

— Hebrew month names 27

— knowledge and use of the ~ among
Babylonian Jewry 179, 229, 231,
319,331, n. 19

— knowledge and use of the ~ in “Greek”
Diaspora 319, 320, n. 23, 328

— knowledge and use of the ~ in medi-
aeval Europe 328

— knowledge and use of the ~ among
Roman Jewry 319, 320, 328-330,
399, n. 13

— knowledge and use of the ~ among
Syrian-Palestinian Jewry 229
with n. 52, 318, 319 with n. 17

— scriptural reading in synagogues only
in Hebrew or in Greek as
well 329, n.13

— speaking the holy tongue assures the
world-to-come 302
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Hebron

— Adam’s grave 36 with n. 30,
37, n. 38, 38, 39, nn. 4345, 40-42

— Dburial site of the three patriarchs and
their wives 36, 38, n. 39, 39, n. 45,
82,n. 16

— Dburial site of all Jacob’s sons 38, n. 39

— home of the sons of Anaq 216, 249

— Moses’ spies arrive in ~ 204

— why ~ is called (Kiryat) Arba 36,
39,n.44

Hecataeus of Abdera 31 with n. 10, 32,
34

hedonists 50, n. 22

heifer, breaking of the neck (‘eglah
‘arufah) 50, 94

Helbo, R. 268, n. 53, 312

Helena of Adiabene 307

Hellenistic Judaism 435; see Arta-
panus, Josephus, Letter of Aristeas,
Philo of Alexandria

Helwan/Hulwan 205, 216, 250 with n. 10

heretics (minim) 106 with n. 70, 339, 349

Herod I 66-67,72-73, 191, 212, 303,
352

— annihilation of the Hasmonaean
dynasty 67

— ascension to the throne 67

— death 73

— eagle over the Temple gate 23, n. 36

— establishment of Caesarea 66

— ~ as portrayed by Josephus 72-73

— ~ as portrayed by the sages 67

— ~ brought Jews from Babylonia to
Judaea 191 with n. 14, 212, 303

— polygyny 352

Hesychius (Roman proconsul) 324

Hezekiah (Exilarch) 313, n. 26

Hezekiah (King) 40, 391, n. 50

High Priest 31, 52, n. 27, 70, 393

— ~ enters the Holy of Holies on Yom
Kippur 81, 99

— named High Priests, see Hashmony,
John Hyrcanus I, John Hyrcanus II,
Jonathan Maccabee, Mattathias,
Simon the Righteous

— negative view of late Second Temple
~s 70

Hilkhot ha-Rif 418

Hillel the Elder 111, 138, 146, n. 36,
212-213, 369, 373, 387 with n. 36,
388, 402

— Bet Hillel 402

Hillel II (Patriarch) 322

Hisda, Rav 113, 117 with n. 33,

179, n. 84, 189, n. 7, 389, 403, n. 38

— dates 114 with n. 26, 115, 117

— early marriage 351

— identification of Ur of the
Chaldaeans 204, 216, 249

— pirga 288

Hiyya, R. (the Great) 142, 143, 155,
193, 221, 222,259, n. 9, 308,

313, n. 25

Hiyya, R., sons of 47

Hiyya b. Abba, R. 126, 317 withn. 12,
321, 322-323 with nn. 33 and 36-38,
324, 388

Hiyya b. Avi(n), Rav 276, n. 40

Hizqiyah Hoquq, R. 281, n. 2

holidays, see festivals and holidays

holiness, see sanctity

Holy of Holies 69, 81, 83, 92, 99, 104,
105

Hormizd I 128, n. 84, 167

Hoshaya, R. 84, 88 with n. 32

house of study, see bet midrash

Huldah the prophetess, grave 97, n. 51

Humanya 253

Huna, R. 85

Huna, R. 281, n.2

Huna, Rav (Exilarch) 111, 156

— his coffin brought to Eretz
Israel 138, 155 with n. 65,

156, n. 68, 308, 313, n. 25

Huna, Rav (Sura) 113, 114, n. 24, 115
with n. 27, 116 with nn. 30 and 32,
121, 124, 139, 141, 144, 183, 288,
289, n. 29, 310, n. 19, 313, n. 25, 351

Huna, Rav 235

Huna bar Hinana, Rav 285

Huna bar Hiyya, Rav 117, 153, n. 56,
158

Huna bar Nathan 123 with n. 57

Huna b. Rav Yehoshua, Rav 276, n. 40,
403, n. 38

Huna Mari bar Mar Zutra
(Exilarch) 113, n.22,118
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Huzal 259,n.9

— synagogue 196, 219, 250
Hyksos 32-33

Hyrcanus, see John Hyrcanus

idolatry 95, 125, 168, n. 19, 179
with n. 85, 203, 227, 229, 301, 310,
333,436

— Abraham’s opposition to ~  203-204

— proceeds of ~ 260

Ifra Hormiz 121, 122, n. 52, 223, 263—
264 with n. 29, 267, n. 50

Iggeret Rav Shmuel b. Eli 284, n. 15,
290, n. 33

Igrath (“Queen of demons™”) 235

Thi de-Kira 204, 205

Imma Shalom 239, n. 88

immersion, ritual 99, 225

— ~ofconverts 259,n.9

— ~ of menstrual women 168, 226,
259,n.9

— ~ of Temple vessels 98

incest, avoidance of 356

ingathering of exiles 90-91, 297
with n. 8, 303, n. 31

inscriptions

— funerary ~ 307 with n. 9, 308, n. 13,
314, 354

— inscription from Venosa 321, n. 28

— inscription on the Tyrian market 125,
126, n. 73

— Ka‘ba-i Zardusht ~
— Kerdir 167,268, n. 55
— Shapurl  127-128 with nn. 82—

84,129,n.97, 165, n. 8

— synagogue ~ 328-329 withn. 11,
416417, 436

intercalation, see calendar: Jewish

intercourse, sexual 236, 238-239,
259, n. 9, 348, 352, 355

Iran, see Parthian Empire, Sasanian
Empire, Seleucid Empire

Irenaeus of Lyon 105

Isaac, see also Yitzhaq

Isaac (patriarch)

— Binding of ~ (‘agedah) 54, n. 34, 82

— burial in Hebron 36, 38

— one of the four righteous ones 36

— Torah-study 54, n. 34

Isaac Alfasi, R. 368

Isfahan

— clash between Jews and Persian
priests 120, 169-170

— Jewish colony in Gay 169, n. 27

— Rav’s plan to establish a yeshivah
in~ 147,278

Ishmael, R. 143-144

— school 103

Ishmael b. Phiabi, House of 52, n. 27

Isi bar Hini 139, 148

Islam 203, n. 61

— Islamic Babylonia 155, 213,
270,n. 7,418, n. 22

— Islamic Spain 328

— Muslim historiography 120, 159—
160, 169

— polygyny 355-356

Issachar 351

Issur Giora 260 withn. 11, 261

Izates 307, 373, n. 59

Jacob (patriarch) 46, 82-83, 189, n. 7,
253

— all his sons buried at Hebron
38, n. 39

— Dburied in Eretz Israel 305, 306-307
with n. 8

— dream of the ladder 30, 45

— ~ wanted to establish a house of
Talmud in Egypt 54, 391 with n. 50

— one of the four righteous ones 36

— Torah-study 54 with n. 34

Jaffa, cemetery 305

Jannaeus, see Alexander Jannaeus

Jason of Cyrene 24, n. 37

Jebusites 29, 31, 35, 40, 83

Jehoiachin/Yekhoniah (King)

— Babylonian exilarchate goes back to ~
171,219

— deportation of ~ 136, 138,
190, n. 10, 209, 218

— ~ built synagogue in Babylonia from
stones and dust of the First
Temple 111, 137-138, 146, 147,
196, n. 37, 219

— ~’s exile precedes Zedekiah’s
188, n.5,219,n. 19
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Jeremiah, letter to the exiles 210, 218,
247
Jericho 206
Jerome 39, n. 44, 40, n. 53, 320, n. 23,
321 with n. 27, 322, n. 29, 324, 348
Jerusalem 29-42, 77-106
— name (etymology, number of names,
spellings, statistics) 34, 77 with
nn. 1-2
Jerusalem, future 88-92, 94
— extension 89-91
— “metropolis” for the nations 88-89
with n. 33
— prayers for rebuilding 102-103
— return of the exiles 90 with n. 34, 91
Jerusalem, heavenly 91-94, 195
Jerusalem, historical
— Jebusite origins 29, 31
— Jewish beginnings 83-85
— captured/chosen by David 29,
31, 35, 83
— Hellenistic-Roman-Egyptian
foundation stories 31-34
— religious foundation 29, 32; see
also Ark, Temple of Jerusalem
— tradition of Moses as founder of
the city 31, 33, 34
— capture and destruction in 597 and
587/586 BC 209
— Antiochus’ III decree 97
— Antiochus’ IV capture of ~ 34
— liberation by Hasmonaeans 60, 64
— siege by Antiochus VII Sidetes 34
— siege by John Hyrcanus I 67
— ~ as metropolis for the Diaspora 89
with n. 33, 295-297
— synagogues of Diaspora Jewish
communities in ~ 307
— destruction in 70 CE 87,93, n. 42,
103, 191, 221
— reason for destruction 56, 87
— post-destruction ~ 87-88, 100, 105
— impact of the Destruction on the
Diaspora 191-193
— mourning over the Destruction
102
— prayers for and towards ~ 102—
106
— restoration hopes under Julian 166

Jerusalem, legal and halakhic
status  78-79, 85-87, 94-101

— exemption from certain regulations in
the Law as belonging to all of
Israel 94-98

— expansion 101

— house rent 95-96

— pilgrim festivals 91, n. 36, 95-96
with n. 46, 98

— purchase of property in ~ 96
with n. 47

— ritual cleanliness 96-98

— sanctity 81, 99-101
— three levels of sanctity 99

Jerusalem, meta-historical/idyllic 84—
88, 97-98, 296

— 480 synagogues 84-85

— beauty 84 withn. 24

— city of wisdom 85, 296

— legendary size 84

Jerusalem, “pre-historical” (mythical)
79-83

— center/navel of the earth/cosmos 35,
37 with n. 31, 41, 80-81 with nn. 7
and 10-11

— Great Altar 30, 82, 83 with n. 21

— identification with Mt. Moriah 35,
37,82

— patriarchs and ~ 30, 82-83
with n. 21

— pre-existence 30, 296

— site of Adam’s creation 35-36, 37,
41, 42, 81-82 with n. 16

site of Adam’s grave 36-38, 40, 42,

82,n. 16

— staging area for Creation 30, n. 2,
35, 80 withn. 7, 81

Jesus of Nazareth/Jesus Christ 38,
39, n. 44, 40, 93 with n. 42, 105, 269,
380, n.9, 396

— place of his crucifixion 38-39 with
nn. 43-44

Jewish-Christians 105, 128, n. 91

John Chrysostom 39

John Hyrcanus I (Yohanan the High
Priest) 60, 61, 62, 66, 68-71, 73

John Hyrcanus II 61, 67, 69, n. 19,
72,n.29, 212 withn. 8

Jonathan (Hasmonaean) 23-24, 61
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Jose, R. 85

Joseph (demon) 236

Joseph (patriarch) 22, n. 33, 38, 217,
412

— burial in Eretz Isracl 38 with n. 39,
305, 306-307

— Sabbath-observance and Torah-
study 54

Joseph, R. 236

Joseph, Rav 113, 115-117, 122, 152—
154, 184, 198, 202, 215, 231, 236,
243,249, 251, 262-263, 287-289

— contact with Ifra Hormiz 122
with n. 52, 263, n. 28

— dates 117,n.33

— duration of his tenure 115, 116, 152,
243

— ~1is“Sinai” 152

— ~ warned by astrologers 115, n. 29,
153, 243

— ~’s mother warned by astrologers
115, n. 29, 152, 153-154 with n. 58,
243

— local patriotism 202, 215, 249

— pirga 287-289

Joseph the Comes 315, 322, 323

Joseph b. Zechariah (Hasmonaean
general) 17

Josephus, Flavius 13-27, 32, 43, 59,
67,96,n.46,174,211,n.7, 212
with n. 8, 247, 373, 412, 438

— admiration of martyrdom 18, n. 25,
22, 23 with n. 36, 24-25 with n. 37

— ancestral laws/way of life  19-21,
24,26 with n. 42, 43, 347, 352
— dying for ancestral laws 20, 22,

23 with n. 36, 24

— attitude toward Diaspora
Judaism 296, 297-298

— attitude toward justified war 17-18,
22,24,26

— belief in continued prophecy in the
Second Temple period 16-17, 32,
69

— criticism of Zealots and Sicarii 25—
26

— freedom/liberty 20, 21-22, 23, 24,
27

— God helps the pious and righteous
18-19, 25
— Jewish War: preserved by the
Church 93, n. 42
— ~on Abraham 26, 297
— ~on Alexander Jannaeus 71, 72,73
— ~ on the Hasmonaean uprising 13—
27
— ~onHerodI 72-73
— ~onmarriage 347,352
— ~on Moses 32-34
— parallel accounts in ~ and rabbinic
literature 46 with n. 71, 66, 67, 68—
69, 71-73, 84, 257, n. 2
— sources 3 withn. 9, 13-15 with
nn. 7 and 9, 26, 67, 69, 72, 73, 84,
373,n.59
— 1 Maccabees (Greek) 2, 13-14,
15
— 1 Maccabees (Hebrew)? 13, 15
with n. 14
— 2 Maccabees? 14,24, n. 37
— Letter of Aristeas 15
— Nicolaus of Damascus 14, n. 7,
72
— speeches, use of 13, 17, 20, 22, 27
— witnessing exorcism 234 with n. 69
Joshua b. Gamla 54, n. 33
Joshua (b. Hananiah), R. 8, 98, 100,
102, 299, 300, 312, n. 24
Joshua b. Levi, R. 98
Joshua, son of Nishraf the
Priest 313, n.26
Joshua, son of Nun 29
Josippon, Book of 191, n. 14
Jubilees, Book of 37, n. 36, 58
Judaea (see also Eretz Israel)
— annexation of territory under the
Hasmonaeans 60
— Hasmonaean ~ 18, 20, 59, 65, 66,
73
— Herod brought Jews from Babylonia
to Judaea 191 with n. 14, 212, 303
— Parthian Empire and ~ 71, 72, 212
— Roman rule over ~ 213, 407
— conquest by Pompey 67
— Seleucid rule over ~ 25, 66, 97, 213
Judah (nation) 29, 190, 218
Judah (tribe) 62,n.8



528 Index of Subjects

Judah al-Bargeloni 281, 282, n. 3

Judah b. Bathyra, R. 320

Judah b. Gedidya 62

Judah b. Pazi, R. 35, 82

Judah b. Tabbai 320 with n. 20

Judah Hinduah 261 with n. 12

Judah Maccabee 16-23, 26, 61
with n. 5, 64, 65

Judah the Patriarch (Judah ha-Nasi,
“Rabbi”) 64, 107, n. 3, 111, 123,
124, 138, 143, 146, 149, 154, 155
with n. 64, 221-222, 253, 302
with n. 26, 317, n. 13, 400

— Aramaic not to be used 231, 318,
399 with nn. 13-14

— disciples 125

— ~ and Emperor Antoninus 123, 267,
324, 399 with n. 15

— ~and Exilarch Huna 138, 155, 308

— languages recommended 231, 318—
319, 399 with nn. 13-14

— portrayal of ~ as positive or negative
model in modern
representations 365, n. 24, 398-400

— Rav’s emigration during the life of ~
123, 138, 139, 141

— reinterments in Eretz Israel since the
time of ~ 308, 312-313

— year of death 109, n. 11, 124
with n. 63

Judah (Patriarch)

— apostles 315

— letters of recommendation 317,
323, n. 37

Judah, Rav 113, 116, 117, n. 33, 122—
123, n. 56, 127, n. 78, 130, n. 102,
152, 189, 221,257, n. 1, 258, n. 5,
262-263, n. 23, 285, 286

— disciples 260

— ~ on Eretz Israel and Babylonia
196, 197, 198

— ~on marriage and Torah study 336

— ~ permitted business with gentiles
228-229

— pirga 288

— synagogue of ~ 183, n. 107, 228

— year of death 114,116, 153, n. 56,
158

Judah bar Illai, R. 90, 258, n. 5, 300

Judah, son of Jacob 391

Judabh, the son of Laganiunis 308, n. 13

Julian (Emperor)

— letter to the Jews 321-322

— Persian campaign 204-205, 224,
263 with n. 27

— promises regarding the rebuilding of
the Jewish Temple 166, 224, 434

Justin Martyr 192, 352, 356

Justinian I 329, n. 13, 425

Kahana, Rav (3rd ¢.) 165, 222, 277,
384, n. 22, 388, 389, n. 40, 430

Kahana, Rav (Pumbedita) 113, 207, 249

Kalah 202, 215, 249

kallah 235, 275-276, 283, 390,
431, n. 86

— resh ~ 262,275-276 with nn. 40-41

Kalneh 202, 215, 249

Karaites 136-137,n. 13, 159

KavadI 170, 175, n. 61, 177,271, n. 13

Kerdir (Persian priest)

— inscription (Ka‘ba-i Zardusht) 167,
268, n. 55

— religious persecution of Jews and
others 167-168, 266, 268, n. 55

— year of his death 266, n. 44

ketubbah (marriage contract), see
marriage: Judaism

Khusrau I Anoshirvan 175, n. 61, 177,
271, 273 with n. 25

Khusrau II 270, n. 7

Kiryat Arba, see Hebron

Kiryat-Yearim 29

Komes bat Mahlaphta 239-240

kraga (poll tax) 175 with n. 61; see
also taxation: in Persia

Kata 203, 204, 216 with n. 16, 249
with n. 8,250, n. 8

— ‘Ibra ze'ira de-Kiita (“the small
crossing of Kiita”) = Ur of the
Chaldaeans 204, 216, 249

languages (see Arabic language, Aramaic
language, Greek language, Hebrew
language, Latin language, Persian
language)

— misunderstandings/language
barrier 327,332-334



Index of Subjects 529

Latin language 327-330, 399
with n. 14; see also loanwords

Leah, burial site 38

legislation, Roman-Byzantine, on
Jews 164,202, n. 60, 322, n. 29,
329, n. 13, 425

Lemekh 354

Letter of Aristeas 15,97

letters of recommendation 315-316
with n. 6, 317 with n. 11, 321, 323
with n. 37; see also Patriarchal Letters

Levi, R. 146, n. 36, 309, n. 16

levirate marriage 198, 295-296, 353,
355

Levites 65, 68,99, 299

Libanius 315, 321, 322, 323

Lilith (demon) 240

Livy 27,n.46

loanwords in rabbinic literature

— Greek ~ 88, n. 32, 180, 230,
231, n. 55, 332, 423

— Iranian ~ 6, n. 18, 179-180, 230—
232 with n. 55,423, n. 56

— Latin ~ 180, 230, 231, n. 55, 332,
423

Lot’s wife 206

loving kindness, acts of 100, 193

lulav 86

Lysias (Seleucid commander) 22, 23

Lysimachus of Alexandria 33

ma‘assim literature 417-418
with n. 22, 422
Maccabaean martyrs 24, n. 37
Maccabees, Books of 412
— 1 Maccabees 13-27, 65, 66
— 2 Maccabees 14, 24, n. 37
Machpelah, cave of 36, 39, n. 44; see
also Hebron
magi (see also Zoroastrian religion)
— anti-Christian activities 273
— anti-Jewish activities 112, n. 19, 169
— exhumation of Jewish
corpses 168, 225
— Jewish children handed over to the
Persian ~ 112, n. 19, 120, 169—
170, 226
Jews of Isfahan flayed two ~ 120, 169
— ~ converted to Christianity 264

magic, Jewish 181, 182, 228, 236, 239—
241, 369, 370, 400

— magic bowls 181-182, 207, 228,
239, 241

Mahoza 7, 174, 261, 264, 340, n. 58,
357

— bridge of ~ 201, n. 54

— converts to Judaism in ~ 7, 254, 257
with n. 4, 261-262, 263, 267
with n. 51

— derogatory description of citizens
254

— destruction of Jewish ~ under
Julian 263 with n. 27

— local patriotism 176, 254

— Mar Zutra hanged in ~ 170

— persecution of Christians in ~ 267

— seat of the Exilarch 170, 266, n. 46

— yeshivah moves from Pumbedita to ~
under Rava (and Rav Nahman?)
259, n. 9, 266, 287

Maimonides 48, n. 18, 100, n. 56, 305,
309, n. 16, 400401, n. 23

Manetho/pseudo-Manetho  32-33

Mani 121, n. 44

Manichaeism 167, 170, 179, n. 88,
267, n. 51, 268, n. 55

Mar (title) 156 with n. 67

Mar bar Rav Ashi 113,118, 119

Mar bar Ravina 206

Mar Judah 122, n. 56

Marcus Aurelius 123

Maremar 183, n. 107, 290, n. 31

Mari b. Issur, Rav 260, n. 11

Mari bar Rachel 260, n. 11

Mari b. Rav Huna 206

Mariamne (Herod’s wife) 67

marriage (see also bachelorhood,
celibacy, divorce, monogamy and
polygyny)

— Christianity 344, 347-348, 349,
352-353

— Islam 356
— temporary ~ (muta) 356

— Judaism 280, n. 66, 334, 336-337,
343-357
— choice of partner 220, 251, 257
— levirate marriage 198, 295-296,

353, 355
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— marital obligation 283, n. 9, 355
— ~ after study of Torah in
Palestine 336-337, 351
— ~age 351,433
— ~ before study of Torah in
Babylonia 177, 181, 336-337,
351
— ~ between a convert and a
bastard 257, 258
— ~ between a convert and a
daughter of priests 257
— ~ between Jew and gentile
259,n.9, 373, n. 59
— ~ between a Mahozan and a
Nehardean 176, 254
— ~ contract (ketubbah) 254, 345,
346, 348, n. 28, 349, 354
with n. 49, 423
— ~of priests 252, n. 13, 260, 262
— matches made in heaven 343
— mistaken ~ 349
— procreation and ~ 181, 210, 247,
265, 347-348, 349, 350
— remarriage 348-349, 353, 354
— temporary ~ 280, n. 66, 355-356
— Wednesday as wedding day 49
— Persia 352,356
— Roman law 346-347, 354, n. 50
Mars 243
Masgaria 253
maskilim, see Haskalah
Matitya the son of Judah 307
Mattathias (Hasmonaean) 17, 20, 21,
22 with n. 34, 24, n. 37, 26, 27, n. 47
— deathbed scene 21
— named in rabbinic literature 61, n. 5,
64
Mazaca, see Caesarea-Mazaca
Mazdak/Mazdakite movement 170
Media 45,173, 174, 180, n. 91, 196,
n. 36, 197, 205, 209, n. 1, 216, 232,
250, 252
Megillat Ta"anit 64, 65, 66, 73
Meir, R. 41 with n. 57, 284, n. 16, 285
with n. 17, 333
— attempt at deposing Shimon b. Gama-
liel II 430
— descendant of converts 267
— disciple of Elisha b. Avuya 390

— importance of living in Eretz Israel
302, 311

— pirga 286

— testament 307,311

Mekhilta de-R. Ishmael

— claim for its production in
Babylonia 374,376

Melkizedek 36, 37, 82

— identified with Shem, son of
Noah 82, nn. 18-19
“King of Shalem” = Jerusalem
36, n. 28, 82

Menasheh (King) 286

Mendelssohn, Moses 362, 399, 400-
401, n. 23

Mercury 243

Mesene, Jews in 174, 197, 202, 252

— Jewish priests married divorcees
252, n. 13

Mesharsheya b.
Qappod/Paqqod 113, n. 22, 118

messiah

— coming of the 93, n. 42, 188
with n. 5
— those buried in Eretz Israel will

rise first at the coming of the ~
8,296, 309, 312

— ~ refuses to appear 254

— hadrakh 90

— pangs of the ~ 188 withn. 5, 299

minim 106, n. 70, 339

minui 145, n. 34, 321, n. 24; see also
ordination

miracle of the oil 3, 57, n. 45, 59, 64,
405 with n. 47, 406, n. 50; see also
Hanukkah

Miriam of Delos 308, n. 13

miscarriage 348

Mishael 22, n. 33, 64, 206

Mishnah

— absence of a tractate on Hanukkah 63

— arrival in Babylonia 375

— author/redactor 136, 319, 365, n. 24,
398, 400

— date of redaction 124

— different ~ readings in Palestine and
Babylonia 333

— lectures on a chapter from the ~
281, 282 with nn. 3 and 9, 289, n. 30
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— legislation against the ~ 329, n. 13
— manuscripts and Genizah
fragments 418
— the ~ in the Roman west 327
— order of the tractates 136
— sources 107, 133
— study of the ~ in Jerusalem schools
(bet talmud) 84
— study of the ~ by Roman agents 330
— study tools 365, 368, 421, 424
— written before the Tosefta or
concurrently with it 110, 136
Mithridates I 213, n. 10
Mizrachi movement 374, n. 67, 375
Modiin 21
monogamy and polygyny 352-356
— Christianity
— rejection of polygyny 352-353
— Judaism
— monogamy among Palestinian
Jewry 353-354
— polygyny/bigamy among
Babylonian Jewry 181,
280, n. 66, 352-353, 354-356
— polygyny/bigamy among
Palestinian Jewry 354, n. 48
— Persia
— polygyny 181, 280, n. 66, 352,
356
— Rome
— monogamy 352
monophysites 147, 269
Mordecai 64
Moriah, Mt.
— Adam and ~ 35,37,39,n.43
— Isaac takes Rebecca to ~ and prays for
her pregnancy 82
— ~ identified with Jerusalem/the
Temple Mount 35, 82
Moses
— Artapanus on ~ 217
— Diodorus Siculus on ~ 31, 34
— Hecataeus of Abderaon ~ 31, 34
— Josephus on ~ 32-34
— Liber antiquitatum biblicarum on ~
31
— ~ as founder of Jerusalem and organ-
izer of the nation 31-32, 33, 34
— ~inthe Bible 204, 295

— ~in magical texts 240, n. 95

— ~ inrabbinic texts 44, 47-48, 51,
54, n. 33, 57-58, 65, 83, 298, 299—
300, 310, n. 18, 380, n. 9, 396, 409
with n. 66

— Philo of Alexandria on ~ 295

— sons of ~ 57

mourning 21, 73, 86, 295

— house of ~ 85

— Mar Samuel shows no manifestation
of public ~ over the Caesarea-Mazaca
massacre 127, 129, 130, 165

— ~customs 102 with n. 59

— ~over Jerusalem’s destruction 87—
88, 102-103
— national day of ~ 103

Murashu archives 211, n.5

mussaf service 281, 287 with n. 24, 288

muta, see marriage: Islam

Nahman (the son of R. Shmuel?) 348
Nahman bar Rav Huna, Rav 112, n. 19
Nahman bar Yaaqov, Rav 91,
114, n. 26, 254, 259, n. 9, 281, n. 2,
355
Nahman bar Yitzhaq, Rav 113, 244,
260, 262 with n. 17, 275, n. 40,
339, n.52
— his mother’s consultation of
astrologers 154, n. 59, 244
Nahshon 318
nail-parings 236-237 with n. 79
name of God, see divine name
Nagsh-I Rustam, rock reliefs 165, n. 8
Naresh 113, 176, 254
Narsai, Mar 147-148, 270 with n. 8,
277 with n. 48, 278
Nathan (Prophet) 29
Nathan, R. (the tanna) 316, 393
with n. 55, 430
Nathan, Rav 288
Nathan the Babylonian, R. 115
with n. 28, 116, n. 32, 159, 272, 277
Nebuchadnezzar 199, 209, 218, 267
— ruins of his palace 206
Nehar Pekod 176, 194, 254
Nehardea
— Aqivain~ 194, n.26
— converts in ~ 262
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— destruction 109, n. 11, 113,
116, n. 32, 128, n. 87, 166, 259, n. 9
— date 130-131

— extension of the city 254

— foundation by exiles under
Yekhoniah 111, 137-138, 147

— Jewish center even before Rav’s
arrival 111, 157, 174

— Jewish local patriotism 138, 176,
254-255

— Jews and gentiles in ~
— cooperation 178-179, 229
— deflowering of Jewish

virgins 254

— place of Torah 139, 146, 147

— population
— Jewish 166, 253
— non-Jewish 254

— Ravleaves ~ 139, 146, 157,278

— Shekhinah (“the Divine Presence”)
in~ 147,196, 219, 250

— synagogue (Shaf ve-Yatib) 111,
137-138, 196 with n. 37, 219, 250

Nehardea-Pumbedita Academy 111,
137-138, 153,278

— competition to other Torah
centers 157, 198

— continuity from Babylonian Exile to
the ~ 111 with n. 16, 147

— geonic period 153, 229

— heads 112,113, 115-117, 119, 122,

151-152, 153 with n. 56
— location
— foundation in Nehardea 111,
137-138, 147
— move from Nehardea to
Pumbedita 111, 153
— move to Mahoza 259, n.9, 266,
287, 357
— move back to Pumbedita
262, n. 17
— prohibition to leave the ~ for other
centers 198, 253
Nehavand 205, 216, 250
Nehemiah, Book of 190, n. 10
Nehemiah, R. 312, n. 24
Nergal (deity) 203
Nero 267
Nerva 192

Nestorians (see also School of Edessa,
School of Nisibis)

— Nestorian church 269-270,
273, n. 24

— Nestorian literature 121, 263-264,
269-280

Nestorius of Constantinople 269
with n. 1

Nicanor (general) 14, n. 8, 18, 65

— ~Day 65

Nicanor family of Alexandria

— burial site 307

— Temple gates of Nicanor 99

Nicolaus of Damascus 14, n.7, 72

Nicolaus dates 333 with n. 28

Nimrod

— builder of the tower of Bavel 203
with n. 62

— incarceration of Abraham 203-204,

216, 249
— kingdom 201-202, 205, 215, 249
Nineveh 202, 215, 249
Nisibis 173, 263, 274, n. 28, 279; see
also School of Nisibis

— attacked by Shapur I 129 with n. 93
— center of rabbinic teaching 173, 320

— collection of monies for
Jerusalem 173

— identified with Akkad 202, 215, 249

Nizunia 288
Noah

— offered sacrifice on the Great Altar of

Jerusalem 30, 82, 83 with n. 21

noble death 22, 23

numbers

— avoidance of even ~ because of
demons 181 with n. 99, 236
with n. 78, 339

— gematria 85

— “thirteen” frequently employed by the
rabbis as an exaggeration 129, n. 99

oaths

— false ~ permitted 337

— God’s oath 92,93

— rabbinic power of annulment of ~
321

Odenath 130, n. 104, 131 with n. 106

oil, see miracle of the oil
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’Or Zaru‘a 305,n. 1,306, n. 4
Oral Law/Torah 44, 137, n. 13,
188, n. 5, 219, n. 19, 327-331, 340
ordination, rabbinic 171, 277, n. 45,
317, 321 with n. 26, 400
— minui 145, n. 34,321, n. 24
— semikhah 145, n.34,317,321,n.24
Origen 38, 40, 89, n. 33, 191, n. 12,
320, n. 23
Ornan the Jebusite, see Araunah
Oshaya, R.  41,259,n.9

Palestinian Jewry, see Babylonian Jewry:
Babylonian and Palestinian Jewry,
Eretz Israel, Patriarchate

Palmyra 130-131, 166, 308, n. 13

Papa the Elder, Rav 252

Papa, Rav 113, 122, 237, n. 80, 243,
276, n. 40, 403, n. 38

— on Shapur IT 122

Papa bar Nazer 109, n. 11, 130
with n. 104, 131

Papa bar Shmuel, Rav 252

Papak 167

parables 52, 199, 286 with n. 20

Parethothes (King) 242, n. 103

parnas 309, 323

Parthian Empire 213-214 with n. 10,
217

— Babylonian Jewry in the ~ 163-165,
171, 213-215, 217, 221, 222, 227,
376

— fall 163, 213,215,222

— ~and Judaea 71,72,212

— Parthian rule over (portions of)
Babylonia 165, 171, 213-214
with n. 10

— Persia vs. Rome 45, 166, n. 10, 214,
223 with n. 33

— policy of tribal autonomy 164-165,
171, 214-215, 221

— relations between the Hasmonaean
state and the ~ 71

Pashhur b. Immer 253, 312

Passover 181, 236, 238, 295, 320,
336, n. 42, 373, 387

— celebrated by Adam 40, 54

— Second ~ 295

Patriarchate, Nestorian 274

Patriarchate, Palestinian

— abolition 321, n. 28

— archive at the patriarchal court 323-
324

— emissaries of the Patriarch 194

— influence on western
communities 331-332

— list of Palestinian Patriarchs from
Hillel to Judah the Patriarch 111,
138

— named Patriarchs, see Gamaliel III,
Gamaliel V, Hillel II, Judah the
Patriarch, Judah (Patriarch)

— Patriarch and Exilarch 155 with
n. 64, 171, 173, 308

— Patriarch appoints apostles 315-
316, 321, n. 27, 322, 323, 425, n. 63

— Patriarch appoints heads of Jewish
communities 322-323

— Patriarch appoints judges 171

— Patriarch is called “archon of
archons” 315, 322, 323

— Patriarch confers ordination 171,
400

— Patriarch in control of the
calendar 316-317 with n. 13,
318, n. 15, 322, n. 29, 324

— Patriarch as representative of Jewry
vis-a-vis the Roman state 324, 332

— ~ turned into head of the academy
393

— “Rabbi” as title for the Patriarch
316, n. 10

Patriarchal Letters 9, 315-325

patriarchs, three 22, 82-83; see also
Abraham, Isaac, Jacob

— graves of the ~ and the three
matriarchs 38 with n. 39, 39, n. 45,
305, 306-307

— ~ instituted the three daily prayers
55

— ~ observed the commandments 54,
58

— polygyny 353

— the righteous ones 40

— Torah-study 54

Paul (apostle) 38, 93, 344, 347, 348,
349

Paula (pilgrim) 39, n. 44
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Perat de-Borsif 202, 215 with n. 14,
249 with n. 6
Perat de-Meshan 202, 215 with n. 14,
249 with n. 6
Peroz (King) 120, 169, 226
persecution, religious
— ~ of Christians
— by Kerdir 167-168, 224, n. 33,
266, 268, n. 55
— under Shapur II  264-267
— under Yazdgird I 226
— under Khosraul 273 with nn. 24
and 26
— ~of Jews
— alleged killing of twelve thousand
Jews in Caesarea-Mazaca under
Shapur I 127 with n. 79, 129—
130, 165, 224
— ~byKerdir 167-168, 224, n. 33,
266, 268, n. 55
— ~ by Romans following the Bar-
Kokhba uprising 202, n. 60, 221,
268, n. 57
— ~under Yazdgird II and
Peroz 112, n. 19, 113 with n. 22,
118-120, 158, 169-170,
224, n. 33, 226
— ~ under Khosrau I and the
magi 273 with nn. 25-26
— various ~s by Greeks, Romans and
Christians corrupted the
Palestinian halakhah (Pirqoy b.
Baboy) 187,255, 363
— ~ of religious minorities in
Persia 167-168, 224, n. 33, 266,
268, n. 55, 273 with nn. 24 and 26
Persia, see Parthian Empire, Sasanian
Empire, Seleucid Empire
Persian language 179-180, 230-231;
see also loanwords: Iranian
Petronius 23, n. 35, 303
Pharisees 37, n. 32, 85, 300, n. 20,
303, n. 31
— attitude towards Hasmonaeans 70
with n. 22, 73, 406
— spiritual forerunners of the rabbinic
sages 59,98, 402, 404
Philip the Arabian 127 with n. 83
Philistines 29

Philo of Alexandria 23, n. 35, 35-36,
69, n. 19,96, n. 46,211, n.7,212,
298, 303, n. 32, 347, n. 21, 435

— Alexandria as hometown 198, 296—
297

— Jerusalem as metropolis 89, 296-297

— ~on Moses 295

Philo the Epic Poet 33, n. 17

Phineas 22, n. 33,73

phrases, rabbinic, see formulae

pilgrimage

— Christian
— pilgrim places in Babylonia 206
— ~tothe Holy Land 39, nn. 44—

45,40, 41, n. 56, 42

— Jewish (see also Benjamin of Tudela)
— pilgrim places in Babylonia 206
— ~to Jerusalem during festivals

95-96 with nn. 44-45, 98
— ~ to Jerusalem after the
Destruction 88, 227

pilpul 362, 366 with n. 25, 368, 385

Pinhas, R. 84, 105, 281, n.2

Pinhas b. Rav Ami, Rav 286

pirga 183-184,273,281-291, 390,
431, n. 86

— delivered on Sabbaths and festivals
281-283, 287 with n. 25, 290

— synagogal setting 183-184, 281,
291

Pirqoy b. Baboy 7, 170, n. 33, 187-189
with nn. 2 and 7, 190, n. 10, 200, 255,
341, n. 60, 363, 389, n. 42

Piyut 421, 422,423

planets and stars 182, 242-243; see
also zodiac

polemics, Jewish/Christian 79, 224,
264-266, 339-340 with n. 56

poll tax, see taxation

Polybius 27, nn. 44 and 46, 33

polygyny, see monogamy and polygyny

Pompey 67, 307

prayer

— Aaron teaches the ignorant to
pray 55

— individual ~s
— Abraham 26
— Adam 37,n.33
— God’s prayer 80
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— Isaac’s ~ for Rebecca’s
pregnancy 82
— Judah Maccabee 18-19
— Mattathias 21, 26
— Solomon’s ~ upon completion of
the Temple 29, 100, 103, 105
— institutional ~s
— “Al ha-Nisim” recited on
Hanukkah 61,n.5
— David established four ~s for Yom
Kippur 55
— patriarchs instituted the three daily
~s 55
— objects of ~
— against demons 235-236
— deliverance 19,21, 158
— Jerusalem 102-106
— mercy 244
— rain 339
— welfare of the country 210, 247
— pirga on the power of ~ 286
— ~direction 103-106, 195, 301
— ~language 329
— ~leader 281
— ~and magic 182,241
— ~and sacrifices 53, 55, 57
priests
— Judaism 31,47, 53, n. 28, 59-60,
62, 65, 69, n. 19, 85, 98, 99, 198, 217,
218, 250, 252, n. 13, 253, 257, 260,
262, 2717, 299, 303, 329, 346, 393,
n. 54, 407, n. 56, 438 (see also Aaron,
High Priest)
— priestly class had become corrupt
in the late Second Temple
period 52-53 with n. 27, 191
— priestly gifts and tithes 69, n. 19,
119, n. 50, 225
— rabbis challenge the priests 47—
48,53, 191-192
— Zoroastrianism, see Zoroastrian
religion: clergy
procreation
Iran 181, 337,352
Judaism 347-349, 350
— Babylonian Judaism 181, 337,
347, 350
— marriage and ~ 181, 337, 347-348,
349, 350

prophecy, Chaldaean (astrology) 244

prophecy, Jewish

— Adam as a prophet 40

— biblical prophets 30, 40, n. 53, 81,
83, 85, 88, 89, 92,97, n. 51, 101, 189,
190, n. 10, 194, 200, 207, 210-211,
218, 245, 247, 297

— cessation of prophets/~ in the Second
Temple period 16

— continuation of prophets/~ in the
Second Temple period 16-17, 69,
101

— false prophets 191, n. 12

— Jesus 93,n.42

— Josephus 16-17 with n. 22, 32, 69

— prophets exiled with Yekhoniah
111, 137

— rabbinic view of ~ 52, 195, 296
— ~ granted to “fools and children”

after the Destruction 52, n. 26
— prophets inferior to, and succeeded
by, sages 52,57

proselytes/converts to Judaism 150,
193, 214, 254, 257ff., 308, n. 13

— conversion of the royal family of
Adiabene to Judaism 214, 373, n. 59

— motif of the gentile king who
converts 267

— sages descending from converts 267

proselytism 258, n. 5, 259, 263, 264,
266

— Jewish proselytizing movement in
Adiabene 263

Pum Nahara 249, 252, 253

Pumbedita

— characterization of inhabitants 176,
254

— Jewish center 174

— yeshivah, see Nehardea-Pumbedita
Academy

Qamtza and bar Qamtza 87

Qardu 203, 216, 249

Qarna 144

Qayrawan 110, 133, n. 3, 136,
137,n. 13

Qumran, see Dead Sea sect
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Rabbah bar Abuha 258, n. 5, 260, 261
with n. 16

Rabbah bar bar Hanna 113, 115-117
with n. 33, 122, n. 56, 126 with n. 76,
152, 153, n. 56, 243, 251, 268, n. 54

Rabbah bar Rav Hanna (Rabbah bar
Huna) 221,223, 268, n. 54, 288

— reinterment 313, n. 25

Rabbah bar Nahmani 113, 115,

228, n.47,235,237,283,n.9,
287, n. 24

— ~ becomes head of the Pumbeditan
Academy 115,116, 117, n. 33, 152,
153, n. 56, 243

— teachings 221, 223, 251, 268, n. 54

— year of death 116-117 with n. 33

Rabbah Tosfa’ah 112, n.19, 113

“Rabbi”

— in Palestinian sources not necessarily
Judah the Patriarch, but frequently a
Patriarch 316, n. 10

rabbis/sages

— appointment, see ordination

— attributes: “Sinai” and “uprooter of
mountains” 115, 152

— authority and power 321, 397

— the “hellenization” of the
Babylonian ~ 332-333

— pedigree: lineage vs. Torah-
knowledge 392-394 with nn. 54-55

— portrayal of the ~ in modern
scholarship 398ff., 414415

— the ~ and the Bar-Kokhba
uprising  301-302, 309, 405-406
with n. 46, 407-408, 438—439

— the ~ and broader Judaism 60, 61,
164, 178, 182, 183-184, 282, 284—
285, 287-289, 291, 384, 396, 404,
425, 434-437; see also Am/Ammei
ha-Aretz

— the ~’ criticism of late Second Temple
priesthood 52-53, 191

— the ~ on the Destruction
— superior spirituality of post-De-

struction Judaism 53-54, 55, 57

— ~as disciples of Aaron 47-48, 53

— the ~ and the Hasmonaean state 59—
75, 405-406 with nn. 47-48

— the ~ as heirs to prophets 52, 57

— the ~ and history/historiography
43ff., 427-428
— historical change 49-52, 57, 68—
70
— judgments on the past as veiled
judgments on the present? 57
— past and present 48-54
— preferred interest in the future than
in the past 47-48
— rabbinization of the past 4647,
54-58
— the ~ and the Pharisees 59, 404
— the ~ and Western Diaspora 327ff.
— the ~ and women (see also marriage:
Judaism, women)
— misogyny 280, n. 66
— praise of women 280, n. 66, 350
— titlerabbi 321,329, n. 11
Rachel 230
Rafram 112, n. 19, 113, 275, n. 40,
287, 288
Ramban 368
Rami b. Abba 183, n. 107
Rami bar Hama 201
Rashbam 87, n. 29, 278, 289, n. 28
Rashi 48, 50, n. 22, 73, 97, n. 50,
122, n. 56, 142, n. 28, 149, n. 45, 151
with nn. 50-51, 152, 155, n. 64,
196, n. 37, 197, nn. 39-40, 202,
259,n.9, 261, 274, n. 32,278
with n. 52, 283, n. 9, 288, n. 27, 289,
nn. 28-29, 290, n. 31, 313, 336, n. 43,
337 with n. 45, 339, n. 52, 350, n. 31
Rav
— career as (re)constructed by Sherira
Gaon 141-150
— in Palestine 149, 166, n. 10, 375
— competition with Rav Hanina
149 with n. 45
— R. Hanina bar Hama’s dream
concerning Rav 139, 142,
146, n. 37, 149 with n. 45, 150
— return to Babylonia (as watershed
event) 111, 113,123,124
with n. 64, 138, 141-142, 144,
149, 150, 157, 173, 199-200, 207
with n. 86, 248
— year of return 107, n.3, 111,
113, 123-124, 134, 138, 139, 141
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— under Rav Shila in
Nehardea 138, 142 with n. 28,
145 with n. 32, 147

— competition with Samuel after Rav
Shila’s death  138-139, 143-146,
157,197

— friction with Qarna 144

— appointed agoranomos by the
Exilarch  158-159 with n. 79,
172

— arrival in Tatal Afush 143, 146,
147

— plan to found a yeshivah in
Isfahan 147, 278

— moving from Nehardea to
Sura 139, 146, 157, 278

— purchase of the garden of be
rav 140, n. 22, 150-151,
259,n.9, 278

— foundation of the Sura Acad-
emy 151, 157,278 with n. 48,
367; see also Sura Academy

— Sura Academy founded after ~’s
death 116, n. 32

— head of the Sura Academy 113,
254,313, n. 25

— resh sidra 139, 142, 148, 149,
150

— number of rabbis at Sura
Academy 278

death 114,116, n.32

— year of death 139, 313, n. 25

family

— marriage life 355-356

— nephew of Rav Hiyya 143

nickname Abba Arikha 139, 148

~ and politics

— criticism of Sasanian
politics 165,214, n. 11, 215, 222

— prognosis of Rome’s victory over
Persia 166, n. 10, 223, n. 33

— ~ advises Rav Kahana to flee
Babylonia 165,222

— relationship with Shapur I 121

teaching

— pirga 284 withn. 16, 286

— ~ forbids the udder 139, 146

— ~on Abraham’s incarceration
203, 216, 249

— ~on Adam’s creation 41, 249
— ~onastrology 242
— ~oncats 180,n.91, 232
— ~ on holidays in Babylonia and
Media 180, n. 91, 232
— ~onlJewish Babylonia 197, 205,
252,253
— ~on marriage 355-356
— ~ on the Tower of Bavel 202-
203
Rava 7,53,110, 113, 122, 230, 257,
258, n. 5,260 with n. 11, 262
with n. 19, 263, n. 28, 264, 274,
275, n.40, 283, n. 9, 318
— arrival in Mahoza 261
— pirga 284,285, 286, 287, 289
— pronounciation of God’s name 285,
286
— ~and astrology 243
— ~ entertained relationship with the
royal family 122 with nn. 51-52 and
56, 223, 267
— ~on converts in Mahoza 257, 262,
263, 267 with n. 51
— ~onpolygyny 354-355 with n. 49
— school in Mahoza 262, 357
Rava (identity unclear) 337 with n. 47
Rava b. Livai 289
Ravina 110, 113, 118, 287, 288
Razis 24, n.37
Rebecca 46-47
— burial site 38
— Isaac’s prayer for her pregnancy 82
rebellious son, laws of 95
Reform Judaism 361, 363, 365, 371,
399, 405
Rehob, synagogue 436
Rehovot-Ir 202, 215, 249 with n. 6
Rehumi, R. 357
Rehumi, Rav 112, n. 19, 113
remarriage 348-349, 353, 354
Resh Laqish 302, 346
resh sidra (“head of the rabbis” in
Palestine) 112, n. 18, 135, n. 10,
138, 139, 142, 148-149, 150; for
Babylonia see rosh yeshivah
Responsa Project (Bar Ilan University)
77, 1. 2,424
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revolt, see Bar-Kokhba uprising, Great
Uprising, Hasmonaeans: Hasmonaean
uprising

righteous ones, the four early 36, 40,
41,n.54,61,n.5

Ritba (Yom Tov b. Abraham from
Seville) 283,n.9

Roman Empire

— adoption of Christianity 127-131,
165, 166, 174, 214, 223-224, 263

— Roman-Byzantine legislation on
Jews 164, 202, n. 60, 322, n. 29,
329, n. 13, 425

— Roman-Persian wars 127-131, 165,
166, 174, 214, 223-224, 263

— rule over Judaea 67,213, 407

Roman Jewry 327-332, 340

— Roman-Byzantine legislation on
Jews 164,202, n. 60, 322, n. 29,
329, n. 13, 425

Rosh Hashanah 285

rosh yeshivah (“head of the Academy”);
see also Pumbedita-Nehardea
Academy, Sura Academy, yeshivot

— authority 290-291 with n. 33

— Babylonian title 148; for Palestine
see resh sidra

— chronicles/chronological lists of the
rashei yeshivah 109-110, 112, 114—
118, 133, 134 with n. 6, 137, 271,
272, nn. 19 and 21

— emergence of the office only after the
death of Judah the Patriarch according
to Sherira Gaon 138, 154

— list of the rashei yeshivah in Sura and
Nehardea-Pumbedita 113

— qualification for the office 393

— Rav Huna as first ~ in
Babylonia 116, n. 32

— selection 275, n. 38

Saadiah Gaon, Rav 272, n. 21

Sabbath 336

— day of the pirqa 281-283, 287
with n. 25, 289

— demons and ~ 234-235

— desecration of the ~ 49, n. 20, 253,
286, 287

— ‘eruv 54 withn. 35,261, 283, n. 9, 287

— medical treatment on the ~ 286,
287, n. 25

— Passover sacrifice on the ~ 387

— permission of fighting on the ~ 66,
373, n.59

— permission to move a Hanukkah
candle on the ~ 168, n. 19, 222

—  “~ of the festivals” (Sabbata de-
rigla) 283,289, n. 28, 290, 336

— ~day walk 206

— ~eve 234,286

— sanctity of the ~ 100, n. 56, 344

Sabbath-observance 286, 287, nn. 24—
25,299, 303, 417

— Abraham 54, 57

— Adam 40, 55, 58

— Joseph (patriarch) 54

— reward for ~ 299

— ~ forbidden under Yazdgird II and
Peroz 112, n.19, 169, 226

Saboraim 110, 111, 118, 136, 158,
271, n. 19, 275, n. 40

Sadducees 71, 374

— Alexander Jannaeus became a
Sadducee 70, 73

— John Hyrcanus I became a
Sadducee 70

Safra, Rav 339-340, 351, n. 36

sages, see rabbis

Salih b. Ahmad 159, n. 84

Salome Alexandra (Shlomtzion) 60, 61,
67,71, n.25,72,73, 74-75

— variations of the name 73
with n. 31, 74

Sama bar Rava, Rav 113, 119

Samaria

— battle of ~ 69

— settlers brought to ~ 203

Samaritans 39, n. 29, 301

Sameias 72, n. 30

Samuel, Mar 196, 222-223, 228, 232,
254, 343, 348, 371, 375

— Caesarea-Mazaca massacre: no public
manifestation of mourning on ~’s
side 127, 129, 130, 165

— death
— terminology 114
— year of death 109, n. 11, 116

with n. 30, 121, 128, 129
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— death of his daughters 386, n. 33
— head of the Nehardea Academy 113,
139, 155
— “the law of the kingdom is law” (dina
de-malkhuta dina) 166, 211, 222,
338 with n. 49
— marriage before Torah-study 336,
350-351
— relationship with Mar Ugba 155—
157 with nn. 66 and 68
— relationship with Rav (and Rav Asi)
— mutual respect 138-139, 143,
144, 145
— Ravcursing ~ 143, 144
— relationship with Shapur I 121, 127,
130, n. 102, 165-166, 223
— ~ on the extension of Babylonia 197
Samuel, R. 84
Samuel b. Nahman/Nahmani, R. 91,
125,n.73
Samuel b. Yozadak, R. 126, n. 73
sanctity/holiness
— Judaism
— degrees of ~ 81,99, 197
— ~ of Babylonian soil 197, 220
— ~of Jerusalem 99-101
— ~ of the Sabbath 110, n. 56, 344
— ~ of the Temple/Holy of
Holies 81, 104
— Zoroastrianism 167-168 with n. 20,
224,225
Sanhedrin 66, 80, n. 10, 101, 277
with n. 45, 373
— abolishment 50
— Alexander Jannaeus/Herod before the
~ 72 with nn. 29-30
— Great ~ in Babylonia 195, n. 31,
386, n. 32
— heads of the ~ (nesi’im) 138
— Shimon b. Shatah or Judah
b. Tabbai head of the
court 320, n.20
— move to Beitar 407
Sarah, burial site 38
Sardis synagogue 331, n. 24
— inscription 329, n. 11
Sasanian Empire 119-123, 163-170,
179-180, 213, 222-224, 247

— agriculture and commerce 174175,
176-177

— Babylonian Jewry in the ~ 164-170,
213, 221-222, 2471f.; see also
persecution, tolerance
— position of the Exilarchate 172-

173

— contacts between the royal family and
Jewish leaders 121-123, 165, 169,
223,263, 267

— religious policy 119-120, 167-168,
221-224

— taxation 172, 175-178, 180, 211,
233,252,254

— wars against Rome 127-131, 165,
166, 174, 223-224, 263

— Zoroastrianism raised to the status of
state religion 167, 214, 222

School of Edessa 269-270, 277

School of Nisibis 270-280

scriptural reading in synagogue 86,
149, n. 44,329, n. 13, 421-422

Seder Tannaim ve-Amoraim 114 with
nn. 25-26, 115, 117, n. 33, 132, 134
with n. 7, 137 with n. 16, 139
with n. 21, 140, 157, 169, 272

— date 137,n.16

Seleucia-Ctesiphon-Be Ardashir 131,
174, 224, 264, 265, n. 34, 266

— Ashur identified as Seleucia 202,
215, 249

— Christian community in ~
265, n. 34, 273, n. 26, 340, n. 58

— Jewish community in ~ 224, 264,
266, 355
— number of Jewish residents 266

— Kalneh identified as Ctesiphon 202,
215, 249

— number of residents 266

Seleucid Empire

— beginning of the Seleucid Era
113, n. 21, 141, n. 25

— disintegration 213

— Seleucid rule over Babylonia 213

— Seleucid rule over Judaea 25, 66,
97,213

semikhah 145, n. 34, 317, 321, n. 24;
see also ordination

Sepphoris 91, 354, n. 48
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Septuagint 29, 189, 191, n. 13, 233,
329,n. 13

— Papyrus 967 190, n. 11

Shaberiri (demon) 237

Shaf ve-Yatib, synagogue 138
with n. 17, 196 with n. 37, 219, 250

Shalem

— identification with Jerusalem
36, n. 28, 80, 82, n. 19

— Melkizedek king of ~ 36, n. 28, 82

Shalmaneser V. 205

shame, fear of 289, 383-384, 388, 389,
390, n. 45, 391, n. 48

shamir 50 with n. 21

Shammai 402

— Bet~ 402,406

Shapur I 120, 129 with nn. 96-97, 165,
167, 223, 224

— attack on Nisibis 129 with n. 93

— capture of Caesarea-Mazaca 127,
129-130 with n. 100

— contacts with Jewish sages 121, 167
— amicable relationship with the

sage Samuel 121, 127,
130, n. 102, 165, 223

— dream 223

— inscription on the Ka‘ba-i
Zardusht 127 with nn. 83-84, 128—
129, 165, n. 8

— Kkilling, alleged, of twelve thousand
Jews in Caesarea-Mazaca 127
with n. 79, 129-130, 165, 224

— wars against Rome 127-129, 131,
165, 224

Shapur IT 120, 223, 263, 266

— contacts with Jewish sages 121,
122, nn. 52 and 55-56

— persecution of Christians 264-267

she’iltor 276, n. 40, 283, 286-287
with n. 23, 344, n. 9

Shekhinah (“the Divine Presence”) 92,
98, n. 52, 99, 100-101, n. 56, 103
with n. 63, 104, 105, 106, n. 70, 147,
173, 189, n. 6, 195-196 with n. 32,
219, 250, 343

Shem (son of Noah)

— his bet midrash 47, 54 with n. 34

— identified with Melkizedek
82, nn. 18-19

— sons of ~ = Israelites 223

Shema®

— abrogation of its reciting caused
Jerusalem’s destruction 56, 87

— praying the ~ assures the world-to-
come 302,311

— taught by Aaron 55

Shemaya, R. 267, 373, 387

Sherira Gaon, Rav 4-5, 107-132, 133—
160, 285, n. 18, 290, 306, n. 4

— family 111, 157,261

— Iggeret (see also Index of Sources,

pp. 498-499)

— chain of transmission from late
First-Temple period to the
present 137-138

— chronological inconsistencies
116-117 with n. 33, 153, n. 56

— chronology in the Iggeret 111ft.,
134-135

— date of composition 110, 169

— French vs. Spanish version 108
withn. 7, 110, n. 14, 112, nn. 19
and 21, 113, 117, n. 33,

118, nn. 34-35, 131, 138 with
n. 18, 139, n. 19, 144-145,
155, n. 65,272, n. 19,273, n. 25

— genizah fragments of the letter
131

— “historiographical”
method  138ff.

— outline of the Iggeret 110-112,
136

— Rav’s arrival in Babylonia as
watershed event 111, 113, 123,
124 with n. 64, 138, 141-142, 200,
207

— “(re)construction” of Rav’s
career 141-150

— representing the view of
Pumbedita 137

— ~ claims Exilarchs in Babylonia
prior to the death of Judah the
Patriarch 138, 154

— ~ considers Mar Ugba (and Mar
Zutra and Amemar) to have been
Exilarch(s) 123, n.57, 138, 155,
156, 157
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— ~ exonerates Rav Joseph from
astrological inclinations
115, n. 29, 152, 153-154
with n. 58, 243
— ~ on the destruction of Nehardea
(259 CE) 109,n. 11, 113, 130-
131, 166
— ~ on the foundation of
Nehardea 190, n. 10, 196
with n. 37
— ~on persecutions in the 6th
century 273 with nn. 25-26
— ~ on the synagogue of Shaf ve-
Yatib built from the rubble of the
First Temple 138 with n. 17, 196
with n. 37, 219, 250
— ~on Yazdgird II (anti-Jewish
decree and year of death) 119,
158, 169, 226
— ~ on the year of Samuel’s
death 109, n. 11, 116, 121, 128-
129
— ~on the year of R. Yohanan’s
death 112,113, 114, 116, n. 30,
123, 125, 323, n. 38
— ~ suppresses clashes between
Exilarch and rabbis/refrains from
criticism of Exilarchs during the
Amoraic period 155, 157
— sources, extra-talmudic 4, 108—
112, 114-118, 120, 124, 128, 132,
133-135, 153, n. 56, 157-158, 271
with n. 19
— textual criticism 108 with n. 8,
123 with n. 60, 125, 139, n. 19
— modern criticism of ~ 367, 375
— Responsa 146, n. 36, 150,
284, n. 15, 290, nn. 33 and 35,
354, n.49
Sheshai 204, 216, 249
Sheshet, Rav 106, n. 70, 154
Shila, Rav 138, 142-143, 145
with n. 33, 147
— head of the rabbis = resh sidra 142,
148, 150
— house of ~ 145 with nn. 32-33
Shimi bar Ashi, Rav 207, 249
Shimon, see also Simon
Shimon b. Abba, R. 317, n. 12

Shimon b. Azzai, R. 98

Shimon b. Gamaliel II, Rabban 87, 95,
152, 392-394

— attempted deposition 392, 394-395,
430

Shimon b. Hillel 111

Shimon b. Judah ha-Nasi 399, n. 14,
400

Shimon b. Laqish, R. 312

Shimon b. Shatah 72, 74, 75, 320, n. 20

Shimon b. Yohai, R. 234, 300
with n. 20, 301, 384, n. 23, 391, 392,
399

Shimon b. Yozadak, R. 125 with n. 73,
126, n. 73

Shisha b. Rav Idi, Rav 184

Shmuel, see also Samuel

Shmuel, R. 348

Shmuel b. R. Abbahu, Rav 275, n. 40

Shmuel bar Judah, Rav 260, 261 with
nn. 12-13

Shmuel bar Yitzhag, R. 49

Shmuel ha-Nagid, R. 78 withn. 5,
115, n.28

Sicarii 25

Simai, R. 312

Simon (Hasmomaean) 14 with n. 7, 16,
27,n.47, 61, 66

Simon the Righteous (High
Priest) 54, n. 33, 64,70

Simon bar Sabbag (Catholicos) 121,
264 with n. 30, 267

“Sinai” (epithet) 115, 152

§1avery 66, 343
among Jews 72, 177-178
with n. 78, 253, 261

— enslavement as a consequence of not
paying taxes 175-176

— manumission and conversion to
Judaism 259 with nn. 8-9

Solomon (King)
— building of the First
Temple 50, n. 21, 99-100

— exorcism 234 with nn. 68—69,
236, n. 77

— prayer upon completion of the
Temple 29, 100, 103, 105

— ~ about prayers 105

Sozomen 121-122, 264
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spirits, see demons

Sros§ Adiran, fire-temple 120, 169

stammaim 47,330, n. 15,380, n. 9,
381-396, 428

stars, see astrology, planets and stars,
zodiac

Strabo 206, 207, 263

Straton’s Tower 66

Sukkot 336

superstition

— ~among the rabbis 153, 362, 368,
369, 370, n. 46, 400-401
— only in Sura, not in Pumbedita

153

— ~inPersia 212

Sura 207, 254

— halakhic ignorance of the residents
139, 146, 147, 154, 158-159, 278

— Jewish center 174, 205

Sura Academy

— foundation story 139, 140, n. 22,
146-147, 157, 278 with n. 48

— heads 114,115,116, n. 32, 117,
119, 123, 124, 141, 187, n. 2,
313, n. 25, 403
— list 113

— linkage with Pumbedita 153, 157,
278, n. 55

— number of students 278-279

— Pirqoy b. Baboy connected to ~
170, n. 33

— prohibition against eating
udders 139, 146

Susanna, Book of 190 withn. 11,
191, nn. 12-14

synagogue architecture

— entrances open to the east 106

— orientation towards Jerusalem 106

synagogue art 435-437

synagogue inscriptions 328-329
with n. 11, 416-417, 436

synagogue liturgy and ritual 86, 106,
231, 281

— language of the scriptural reading
329,n. 13

synagogues in Asia Minor

— Sardis 329,n.11,331,n.24

synagogues in Babylonia 173, 219
with n. 21

— construction and repair frequently the
responsibility of rabbis 183
— destruction of ~ 223, n. 33
— forced closure of all ~ under
Yazdgird IT and Peroz 112, n. 19,
120, 169, 226
— Huzal 196, 219, 250
— pirgainthe ~ 183-184, 281, 291
— Synagogue of Daniel (Hilla region)
206
— synagogue of the prophet Ezekiel in
Kafri 207
— synagogue of Rav Judah 228
— synagogue Shaf ve-Yatib in Nehardea
137-138, 196 with n. 37, 219, 250
— Shaf ve-Yatib is the synagogue
built by King Yekhoniah
according to Sherira Gaon 111,
137-138, 219
synagogues in Palestine 163, 183, 416,
421, 425, n. 64
— Jerusalem: 480 synagogues 84-85
— Jerusalem: synagogues of Diaspora
Jews 307
— Rehob, Synagogue of (Kibbutz Ein
ha-Natziv) 416417, 436
“~” in patriarchal times: Rebecca
passed by a synagogue 46-47
“synthetic Orthodox Wissenschaft” 372

Tabari, al- 119, n. 37, 129 with n. 93,
175, n. 61, 177

Tacitus 331, 352

takkanot (“ordinances”) 51

Talbush 204, 216, 249

Talmai 204, 216, 249

Talmud, see Bavli and Yerushalmi

Tanhum, R. 350

Tarfon, R. 334

Targums 311, n. 21, 365, 420, 421-
422,423

— Targum Jonathan 42,n.61, 82
with n. 18, 92

— Targum Neofiti 421

— Targum Ongelos 82,n. 18

— Targum Yerushalmi 82,n. 18

Tatlefush/Tatal Afush 139, 143, 146,
147, 154, n. 58
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taxation
— Persia 172, 175-176, 178, 180, 211,
233
— land tax (tasqa) 175
— poll tax (kraga) 175,252,254
— tax reforms under Kavad I and
KhusrauI 175, n. 61, 177
— tax avoidance 175-176, 180, 233
— Roman Empire
— fiscus Iudaicus 192
— “kelila” tax (aurum coronarium)
in Tiberias 124
— tax avoidance 337-338
— “tax of the apostles” 322
— Temple tax 173,212, 303
Temple of Jerusalem
— created before Creation 30, n. 2, 81
— David and the ~ 29, 30, 83
First Temple
— building 50, n. 21
— destruction 45, 173, 190
with n. 10, 196, n. 37, 209, 210,
211, 218, 219, 223
— place found and measured by
David 30, 83
— purification under King
Hezekiah 40
— Solomon’s prayer upon
completion of the ~ 29, 100, 103,
105
— Yekhoniah builds synagogue in
Babylonia from the rubble of the ~
111, 137, 196 with n. 37, 219
— heavenly Temple 92, 94, n. 43
— navel of the Earth 79-81
— prayer direction toward the Temple
area 104
— sanctity 81, 99-100 with n. 56
— Second Temple 33, 45, 64-65, 77,
297
— building under Cyrus 166, n. 13,
213
— Caligula’s order to set up his
statue in the ~ 303
— desecration and pillage of the ~ by
the Seleucids 20, 34
— destruction by the Romans 7, 45,
50, 51, 52, 59, 63, 78, 84, 88, 93
with n. 42, 103, 104, 124, 166

543

with n. 13, 191-192, 200, 207,
218, 221, 223, 285, n. 18, 298,
398,n.7,411,n. 4
— dimensions and precincts 77, 101
with n. 56
— eagle erected by Herod over the
Temple gate 23, n. 36
— Hasmonaean purification and
rededication of the ~ 20-21, 59,
60, 64-65, 68
— High Priest in the ~ 69
— pollution by Sicarii 25
— priesthood’s corruption 52-53
with n. 27, 191
— restoration hope 48, 94, 166,
224, 434
— sacrifices 65, 67
— temple cult reforms under John
Hyrcanus I 68, 69, n. 19
— Temple festivals 91, n. 36, 98
— Temple tax 173,212, 303
— Temple treasury 69, n. 19
Shekhinah in the Temple 195-196
site of Adam’s creation 37, 41-42
— site of Adam’s grave 37, 39, n. 43,
40, 41, n. 56
— ~vessels 98, 189
Temple Mount 16, 36, 37, n. 31,
39, n. 43, 41 with n. 56, 66, 79, 99,
104, 257,318, n. 16
— identification with Mt. Moriah 35,
37, 82
Temple Scroll 98, n. 52, 101, n. 56
Terah (Abraham’s father) 199
Tertullian 344, 347 with n. 23, 353,
354
Theodoret of Kyros 320, n. 23
Theodosius I 324
Theodotion 191, nn. 11 and 14
Thiridates 213, n. 10
Thucydides 27, 45
Tiberias (Rakath) 306 with n. 2, 313,
318, 354, n. 48, 416
— Academy 112,113,295, n. 3,430
— cancellation of the kelila tax 124
— funerary inscriptions 307
— national cemetery 313 with n. 27
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Tigris
— flowing out of Eden 198, n. 46, 215,
248
— ~ and the boundaries of Jewish
Babylonia 173-174, 197, 201, 251,
252
tithes 68-69 with nn. 18-19, 100—
101, n. 56, 199, n. 50, 315, 417
— second tithe 95, n. 45, 99, 100
Tobias, letters in the Zenon
archive 324, n. 43
Tobit, Book of 236, n. 77
tolerance, religious
— Parthians allowed tribal
autonomy 164-165, 171, 214-215,
221
— ~ in the Sasanian Empire prior to
Yazdgird I 119, 168, 223, 255, 273
Torah 19, 122, 188, 268, 285, n. 17,
296, 371, 411; see also scriptural
reading in synagogue
— knowledge
— the Babylonians’ knowledge of ~
equals/is superior to that of the
Palestinians 157, 17, 173, 188
with n. 5, 190, n. 10, 193-195,
200, 207, n. 86, 363, 369, 372-373
— lack/ignorance of ~ 139, 147,
212, 366, 370, 388, 389, n. 44
— Nehardea as a “place of ~” 139,
146, 147
— the Palestinians’ knowledge of ~ is
superior to that of the
Babylonians 367, 369-370
— observance 20; see also Sabbath-
observance
— Abraham kept/did not keep the
commandments 57-58
— Adam, see Adam: Torah-
observance and Torah-study
— living in the Land is equal to all
commandments 301, n. 21, 302,
309-310
— the three patriarchs observed the
commandments 54, 58
— study 50, n. 22, 56, 138, 153, n. 56,
187, 199, n. 47, 302, 306, 367,
386, n. 31, 399; see also rabbis,
yeshivot

— Adam, see Adam: Torah-
observance and Torah-study
— Babylon and Borsif are deleterious
for ~ 202
— bitul ~ (“neglect of ~”) 56
— the patriarchs and their children
studied ~ 54 with n. 34
— sequence of ~ study and
marriage 177, 181, 336-337, 351
— “Talmud ~” as rabbinic ideal 54,
85
— ~ study and the academic schedule
of the yeshivot 272
— ~ study as Jewish identity marker
after the Destruction 53, 187—
188, 202, 207, 218, 374
— ~ study equals all other command-
ments 193
— ~ study replaces (or is equal to)
sacrifices 53,58
— teaching of ~ 111, 117, 149, 150,
151, 153, n. 56, 284, n. 15, 290, n. 33,
330, n. 18, 346, 391, 402; see also
rabbis, yeshivot
— ~and Oral ~ 331, 340; see also Oral
Law
— “~ comes forth from Zion” 188 with
n. 6, 193, 195, 200, 386
— translation only into Greek 231, 329
with n. 13
Tosafot 100, n. 56, 122, n. 56,
126, n. 76, 260, n. 11, 261, n. 12,
313, n. 25, 345, n. 12
Tosafot ha-Rosh 349
Tosefta
— study tools 420, 424
— textual witnesses 81, n. 12, 418
— written following the Mishnah or
concurrently with it 110, 136
Tower of Bavel 202-203 with n. 62
Trajan 206, 247, n. 3
Trypho 192
Tuvi bar Matna, Rav 225
Tyre 66, 198, 295, 312, 322, 323, n. 38
— Diocletian’s inscription 125
— market 125,126, n.73

Ukban bar Nehemiah (Exilarch) 166
Ulla 199, n. 47, 252,309, n. 16
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uprising, see Bar-Kokhba uprising, Great
Uprising, Hasmonaeans: Hasmonaean
uprising

“uprooter of mountains” 115, 152

Ugba, Mar 111, 138, 155 with n. 66,
156 with n. 68, 157, 318, n. 15, 324

— Exilarch or Head of the Court? 156

Ur of the Chaldaeans 203-204, 216, 249

Urim and Thummim 101

Usha 301, 330, 394

Uzziah (King), tomb 97, n. 51

Valerian 128, 130, 131 with n. 106, 165
with n. 8

Vendidad 225, n. 38, 236-237
with n. 79

Venus (planet) 243

Vespasian

— exorcism in the presence of ~ 234

— ~ destroyed all Jerusalem
synagogues 84

— Yohanan b. Zakkai before ~ 138

virginity

— deflowering of virgins in
Nehardea 254

— ~ as the original state willed by God
(Jerome) 348; see also
bachelorhood, celibacy: Christian

— virgins married on Wednesdays 49

visitations, three 299

Volozhin yeshivah 372, 403

water
— Judaism 237 with n. 80; see also
immersion
— Zoroastrianism 168, 225, 226, 237—-
238 with n. 83
Wissenschaft des Judentums 212, 361,
371, 374 with n. 64, 375, 377, 378,
394
women
— Christianity
— preference for celibacy, see
celibacy: Christian
— students at the School of Nisibis
were discouraged from dealings
with ~ 279
— Judaism
— Court of the ~ 99

— eagerness for marriage 345-346,
349

— heathen ~ 66, 259, n. 9, 373,
n. 59

— marital sin 199, 299

— marriage day 49

— menses 66,99, 168, 226, 230

— mourning customs 102

— roles in marriage 142, n. 28, 346;
see also barrenness, matriage:
Judaism, miscarriage, procreation

— slave ~ 66

— wives 345-347, 349-350, 384

Yaaqov b. Nissim, Rav 110

Yad Ramah 122, n.53

Yalqut 274, n. 31

Yannai (King), see Alexander Jannaeus

Yannai, R. 105, 125, n. 73, 289, n. 28

Yannai (paytan) 422

Ya‘qubi, al- 160

Yaqut 215, n. 14, 216, n. 15,
249, nn. 6-7

Yavneh period 85,102, 111, 138, 193,
200, 218, 300, 317, n. 13, 392, 394,
405, n. 44, 407, n. 56, 430, 432, 438—
439

— deposition of Rabban Gamaliel 11
138, 380, nn. 8-9, 392, 393, 394, 430,
432

Yazdgird I 120, 122-123, 168-169,
223

Yazdgird I 107, n. 3, 169, 226

— death 118,119, 158

— promotion of Zoroastrian
religion 119 with n. 40, 226

— religious persecution 112, n. 19, 119
with n. 40, 158, 169, 226

Yehoshua, see also Joshua

Yehoshua b. R. Agiva 346

Yehoshua b. Perahya, R. 240 with n. 95

Yehuda, see also Judah

Yehuda, Rav 114

Yehuda b. Tlai, R. 223

Yehudai Gaon, Rav 187 with n. 2

Yekhoniah, see Jehoiachin

Yemar Rav 113, 114, n. 26

Yerushalmi, see Bavli and Yerushalmi



546

yeshivot

Babylonia (see also rosh yeshivah,
Nehardea-Pumbedita Academy, Sura
Academy)
— building 391
— continuity 137, n. 13
— late appearance in geonic
period 383, 389
— organization of learning 272ff.
Palestine
— Tiberias Academy
295, n. 3, 430
Western Roman Empire 329

112, 113,

ermlyah the Babylonian, R. 281, n. 2,

283,n.9

Yitzhaq, R. 91

Yitzhaq, R. (tanna) 316, 393, n. 55
Yitzhaq, Rav  283,n.9

Yohanan the High Priest, see John

Hyrcanus I

Yohanan bar Nappaha, R.

cure from ailment 287, n. 25
disciple of Judah the Patriarch 123,
125, 400

disciple of R. Shimon b.

Yozadak 126, n. 73

head of the Academy at

Tiberias 112, 113
~ and Diocletian
nn. 73-74

~ and Rav Kahana
430

~ and the Sabbath 287 with n. 25
~ called the head of the Babylonian
rabbis resh sidra 135, n. 10, 139,
148

~ ruled for eighty years
114, n. 24, 116, n. 30, 125
~ on the end of prophecy 52, n. 26

~ on the exile to Babylonia 299

with n. 17

~ on the future Jerusalem 88-89, 91,
94

~on himself 84, n.24

~on King Ahab 56

~ on marriage and Torah-study 336—
337, 350

~on pirqa 285,286, n. 19, 287

with n. 25

125-126 with

388, 389, n. 40,

108, n. 8,

Index of Subjects

— ~ on the Tower of Bavel 202

— sons of ~ 47

— superstition 400

— traditions in the name of ~ 223, 261

— yearof death 107,n.3,113, 114
with n. 24, 116, n. 30, 123, 124-126
with n. 66, 323, n. 38

Yohanan ha-Sandlar, R. 284, n. 16

Yohanan the scribe 318, n. 16

Yohanan b. Torta, R. 407

Yohanan b. Zakkai, Rabban 8, 50, 100,
198, 299 with n. 17, 439

— Dbefore Vespasian 138

— escape from Jerusalem 395

Yom Kippur (Day of Atonement) 81,
99, 118, 287, 388

— King David established four prayers
for ~ 55

— deflowering of virgins in Nehardea
on~ 254

Yom Tov b. Abraham from Sevilla
(Ritba) 283,n.9

Yossi b. Dormaskit, R. 90

Yossi b. Halafta, R. 62, n.9

Yossi of Huzal, R. 242

Yossib. Yossi 422

Yudan, R. 281, n.2

Zadog, R. 300
Zealots 25-26, 406
Zedekiah (King) 210, 247
— exile 188,n.5,219,n.19
Zedekiah (false prophet) 191, n. 12
Zeira, R. 287
— desire to leave Babylonia for
Palestine 198, 366
Zeno (Emperor) 270
Zenon archive 324, n. 43
Zera, R. 126,257,335
Zevid, Rav 113, 154
Zimri (King) 73
Zion
- geographlcal ~ 77-78, 187-188
David conquered the citadel
of ~ 29
— God’s dwelling-place 80, 103
— return to ~ from the Babylonian
exile 211,213
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— return to ~ in the future 91; see
also ingathering of the exiles
— Shalem identified with
~ 36,n.28
— site of creation 80, n. 7
— spiritual ~
— Babylonia is the new ~ 173,
187fft., 201, 340, 389
— ~ is the “academy that excels in
Torah and halakhah 188, 200
— ~isnavel of the earth 80, n. 11;
see also Jerusalem, “pre-
historical”: center/navel of the
earth
Zionism 230, n. 52, 374, n. 67, 404,
406, 414
zodiac 201, 437; see also planets and
stars
Zohar 399, 431, n. 87
Zoroastrian religion 167-170, 180-181
— Dburial practices 122, 168, 225
— exhuming of corpses 168, 225
— clergy 120, 167, 170, 175, 176, 222,
224-225, 233, 268; see also magi
— fire-priests (herbad/erbad, in
Talmudic literature habarim)
167, 168, n. 19, 180, 221
with n. 25, 222
— possible exemption from poll
tax 175 with n. 65

— tensions with Jews 122, 167-168
with n. 19, 221-222, 224-226, 255
— demonology 181, 236, n. 77, 238
— festivals, see festivals and holydays:
Iranian/Zoroastrian
— fire, use of 167-168, 221, 222, 224
— fire-temples 120, 167, 169,
179, n. 85, 226, 229
— impact on Babylonian Judaism 226—
227,234,n. 71
— phases of religious intolerance
119, n. 40, 167, 169-170, 222
— phases of religious tolerance 168-
169, 273
— polygyny 352
— promotion by Yazdgird II 119
with n. 40, 226
— sanctity, concepts of 167-168
with n. 20, 224, 225
— stress on agriculture 174-175,
177, n.73
— water, use of 168, 225, 226, 237-
238 with n. 83
— ~ as state religion under the
Sasanians 167-168, 214, 222
Zurvanism 119, n. 40
Zutra, Mar (Exilarch) 123 with n. 57,
170, 183, n. 107, 184, 261, 290, n. 31
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