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Chapter 1 

Introduction aid History of Scholarship 

The greatest literary problem in the New Testament is: 
What is the matter with the Gospel of Mark? Something happened 

to the end of it in the first or second century. . . 

A. Introduction 

New Testament manuscripts support four possibilities for the original ending 
of the Gospel of Mark: e0oßoüvio yap in 16:8,2 the "Shorter Ending" of 
Codex Bobbiensis (itk),3 the "Longer Ending" (Mark 16:9—20)4 and the 

1 Albert J. Edmunds, "The Text of the Resurrection in Mark, and Its Testimony to the 
Apparitional Theory: With a Preface on Luke's Mutilation of Mark," The Monist 27 (April, 
1917) 161. 

2 The Gospel of Mark ends suddenly as follows: "But [the young man] said to them, 
'Do not be alarmed; you are looking for Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. He has been 
raised; he is not here. Look, there is the place they laid him. But go, tell his disciples and 
Peter that he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him, just as he told you.' 
So they went out and fled from the tomb, for terror and amazement had seized them; and they 
said nothing to anyone, for they were afraid" (Mark 16:6—8). Some scholars emphasize the 
sudden stop occurring with ¿0oßot)VTO ydp, and so they prefer to translate the end of Mark 
16:8 as "for they were afraid of. . ." (e.g., A. J. Edmunds, "The Text of the Resurrection in 
Mark, pp. 161—162). 

3 The Shorter Ending of Mark may be translated as follows: "And all that had been 
commanded them they told briefly (or: promptly; Gk.: CTUVTO|iMç) to those around Peter. 
And afterward Jesus himself sent out through them, from east to west, the sacred and 
imperishable proclamation of eternal salvation." 

4 In addition to numerous patristic citations (e.g., Irenaeus, Tatian) and the Longer 
Ending's inclusion in the Byzantine lectionary readings, 99% of the surviving manuscripts 
agree with the Textus Receptus and preserve the reading of the LE. For this figure see Kurt 
Aland and Barbara Aland, The Text of the New Testament: An Introduction of the Critical 
Editions and to the Theory and Practice of Modern Textual Criticism (Revised and Enlarged 
edition; trans. E. F. Rhodes; Leiden: Brill; Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans, 1987) 287; K. 
Aland, "Der Schluß des Markusevangeliums," in L'Evangile selon Marc (ed. M. Sabbe; 
BETL 34; Gembloux, Leuven University Press, 1974; Nouvelle édition augmentée, 
1988) 446. The quantity of witnesses, of course, is not a sure indication of quality. This 
study does not offer yet another summary of all the external evidence since Kurt Aland, 
among others, has already thoroughly investigated this problem. See K. Aland, 
"Bemerkungen zum Schluß des Markusevangeliums," in Neotestamentica et Semitica: 
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interpolated "Longer Ending" of Codex Freerianius (W, 032).5 In addition, a 
number of MSS like Y include both the Shorter and Longer Endings after Mark 
16:8.6 

The "Longer Ending" of the Gospel of Mark (often abbreviated here as the 
"LE") designates a passage that was not written by the author of Mark, but 
was added to this Gospel in the first half of the second century. In what 
follows I assume that the earliest recoverable ending of Mark is 16:8 and 
leave open the question whether Mark did, or intended to, continue beyond 
16:8, since this is a problem not directly related to an examination of the LE.7 

Accordingly, this study will concentrate only on the non-interpolated Longer 
Ending (Mark 16:9—20): 

9 'Avacrx&s 5e 7rpui Tipo'iiT] craßßdxou e0dvT| 7rpwxov M a p i a xf| MaySaArivf], nap ' 
fjs £KßeßAr)Kei e n x a Sa inöv ia . 10 ¿Keivri TropeuOeiaa d7rr|yyeiXev tens |iex' 
aüxoti yevoixevois TrevSoücri Kai KAaiouaav 11 KaKeivoi aKoticravxes öxi 

Studies in honour of Matthew Black (ed. E. E. Ellis and Max Wilcox; Edinburgh: T. & T. 
Clark, 1969) 157—180; idem, "Der Schluß des Markusevangeliums," in L'Evangile selon 
Marc, pp. 435—470, 573—575; cf. Joseph Hug, "Textual criticism of the end of the Second 
Gospel," in idem, La finale de l'évangile de Marc: Me 16,9-20 (Études Bibliques; Paris: 
Gabalda, 1978) 187—216. 

5 After the Longer Ending was written, and apparently before the time of Jerome in the 
early fifth century (Jerome, Contra Pelagianos 2.15), the author of the interpolation known as 
the Freer-Logion placed into the mouths of Jesus and the disciples the following exchange, 
which occurs between Mark 16:14 and 16:15: "And they replied, saying, 'This age of 
lawlessness and unbelief is under Satan, who by means of evil spirits does not permit the true 
power of God to be apprehended; therefore reveal your righteousness now.' They were 
speaking to Christ, and Christ said to them in reply, 'The limit of the years of the authority 
of Satan has been fulfilled, but other terrible things draw near, even for the sinners on whose 
behalf I was delivered up to death, that they might turn to the truth and sin no more, in order 
that they might inherit the spiritual and incorruptible glory of righteousness which is in 
heaven" (ET by Vincent Taylor, The Gospel According to St. Mark [London: Macmillan, 
1957] 614—615). For a discussion of this passage, see J. Jeremias in NTApo, 1.248—249 
and Bruce M. Metzger, Manuscripts of the Greek Bible: An Introduction to Greek 
Paleography (New York; Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1981) 82—83, as well as other 
items listed in the Bibliography. 

^ On this point, see James K. Elliott, "The Text and Language of the Endings to Mark's 
Gospel," TZ 27 (1971) 255—256; B. M. Metzger, Manuscripts of the Greek Bible, pp. 98— 
99; David C. Parker, "The Endings of Mark's Gospel," in idem, The Living Text of the 
Gospels (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1997) 126—127. 

7 Although some (e.g., E. Linnemann, "Der [wiedergefundene] Markusschluss," ZTK 66 
[1969] 255—287) have tried to reconstruct Mark's original ending from traditions contained 
within the LE, I regard this approach as misguided. Regardless of the state in which Mark 
originally left his Gospel, it will be argued here that the author of the LE knew only of Mark 
1:1—16:8 and tried to improve upon what he read as Mark's ending. On Linnemann's 
arguments, see the discussion later in this chapter. On the topic of Mark's original 
conclusion, see the Bibliography, which lists works concerning the original ending to the 
Gospel of Mark. 
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k c ù è 0 e d 8 r | i>7r' a ù x f j s f|7ricTXT|cjav. 12 M e t à 5è x a t ì x a Suo iv èi; a ù x w v 
7repi7raxoùaiv è0avepcó0T| èv éxépa |j.op0f| 7ropeuoMÌvois eis àypóv- 13 KCXKeìvoi 
djteAOóvxes d7ifiyyeiXav xois Àoiitois- ov>5e ÈKeivots èmaxeuCTav. 14 "Tcxepov8 

dvaKei | i évois aùxo i s xois evSeica è0avepcó8r| Kai wveiSicrev x t j v d m a x i a v 
aùxwv Kai aKXr|poKap5iav oxi xois B e a a a n e v o i s a ù x ò v eyriyepudvov oùk 
è7 r i axeuaav . 15 Kai ei7rev a ù x o i s , nopeuOévxes e is xòv k ó c t i ì o v a n a v x a 
KTipu^axe xò eùayyéÀiov 7td(jTi xfl Kxiaei. 16 ò 7UCTxeùcras Kai Pa7mcr0eis 
CTCO0f|CTexai, ò 5è à7ucrxf|cras KaxaKpi0T|CTexai. 17 crrm.eia 5è xois 7UCTxeùcracriv 
x a ù x a 7tapaKoXou0f|aer èv x u òvó|i.axi nou S a i j i ó v i a ÈK(}aA.oùaiv, yXcóaaais 
A.aÀT|aov)CTiv K a i v a i s , 18 Ò0eis dpoùcriv^ k & v 0avacr i | ióv xi t t ì u c t i v où |j.f) 
a ù x o ù s pAd-xi/T], ini dppcócrxovs Xeipas è7ti0T|(TOU<7iv Kai KaA.(3s e ^ o u a i v . 
19 '0 |ièv ouv 1 0 Kupios1 1 )iexà xò AaÀf|crai aùxois dve\f||i<|>0T| eis xòv oùpavòv 
Kai ÈKà0iaev è k 8e^i(3v xoù 0eoù. 20 è k e ì v o i 5è è ^ e \ 0 ó v x e s È K f | p i ) ^ a v 

wavxaxoO, xoO Kupioo cruvepyoùvxos Kai xòv Àóyov pepa toùvxos 5 i à x ù v 
è7taKOÀOV>0OÙVXWV OT||J.eÌWV. 

9 Having risen early on the first day of the week, he appeared first to Mary Magdalene, 
from whom he had cast out seven demons. 10 That woman1^ went and told those who 
had been with him who were mourning and weeping. 11 And they, hearing that he was 
alive and had been seen by her, disbelieved. 

12 After this he appeared in a different form to two of them as they were walking into 
the country. 13 Those individuals also went away and told the rest, but they did not 
believe them either. 

8 Text critical note on w x e p o v [5e]: the presence of 5e in some MSS probably reflects a 
later assimilation to avacrxas Se (16:9) and liexa 5e xaf txa (16:12) in the LE, or perhaps 
to other occurrences of ucrxepov 5e in the NT (Matt 21:37, 22:27, 25:11, 26:60; Heb 
12:11). 

9 Text critical note on [ev x a i j %epoiv] O0eis apoucriv: These three words are a later 
expansion of Mark 16:18a. If they were original, there would be no reason (whether dogmatic 
or careless) for a later scribe take them out. While assimilation to Acts 28:3—6 could 
perhaps explain the addition, it is more likely that the idea of picking up snakes was so 
strange to later copyists that they found it necessary to elucidate the text by this 
embellishment. On this point see the discussion of Mark 16:18a in chapter 6. 

1 0 Text critical note on |iev ouv: in some MSS (C*, L, W, /, 844) ouv may have been 
carelessly omitted because both of these short words end with a "v." In addition, the 
inclusion of ouv in the p.ev . . . 5e construction of w . 19—20 could have been regarded as 
awkward and thus deleted. 

1 1 Text critical note on Kupios ['It|cjous]: the possibility of the accidental omission of 
the name Ir|(To0s is not strong, and there was certainly no reason for a later copyist to delete 
'lT|CTOi3s if it were originally present in the text, especially since the two instances of o 
KUpios (cf. xoO Kwpiou, v. 20b) are the only names Jesus receives in all twelve verses of the 
LE. It is more likely that the 'It|CTo1js was added to clarify the unusual occurrence of the 
name o Kiipios alone and perhaps to bring the name into conformity with verses like Luke 
24:3, Acts 1:21 and 1 Cor 11:23 (cf. Acts 4:33, 7:59, 8:16, 11:20, 15:11, 16:31, 19:5, 
19:13, 19:17, 20:21, 20:24, 20:35, 21:13 and 1 Cor 12:3). 

1 2 I translate e k e ! v r | literally as "that woman" to draw attention to the author's 
intention of stating that at least one of the fearful women of Mark 16:8 did follow the 
command of 16:7 (cf. KaKeivoi, v.l3a). On the absolute use this demonstrative pronoun in 
the LE, see the discussion of Mark 16:10 in chapter 2. 
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14 Last of all he appeared to the eleven while they were reclining at table, and he 
reproached their disbelief and hardness of heart, because they had not believed those who 
saw him after he had been raised. 15 And he said to them, 

'Go into all the world and preach the gospel to all creation. 16 The one who 
believes and is baptized will be saved, but the one who disbelieves will be 
condemned. 17 And these signs will accompany those who believe: in my name 
they will cast out demons; they will speak in new languages; 18 they will pick up 
snakes; and if they drink any deadly thing, it certainly will not hurt them; they 
will lay hands on the sick, who will recover.' 

19 After he spoke to them, the Lord was then taken up into heaven and sat down 'at 
the right hand of God.''-' 20 They then went out and preached everywhere, and the 
Lord14 continuously worked with [them] and granted confirmation to the word through 
the accompanying signs. 

At least on the surface, the passage seems to contain both traditional and 
novel forms of expression. Concerning the former, following a brief mention 
of the resurrection ( a v a a x d ^ , v. 9a), Jesus' initial appearance to Mary 
Magdalene, which resembles Luke 8:2b and John 20:11—18, is met with 
disbelief (vv. 9b—11). A subsequent appearance to two disciples (v. 12; cf. 
Luke 24:13—35) also finds a doubting audience (v. 13). Having finally come 
to "the eleven" as a group (v. 14a; cf. Matt 28:16—17, Luke 24:9, 33), Jesus 
upbraids their lack of faith in the message of his earlier appearances (v. 14b). 
The risen Lord then commissions them to "preach the gospel to all creation" 
(vv. 15—18; cf. Matt 28:18—20). Two distinctive elements of the passage 
include the association of baptism with salvation (v. 16) and the promise of 
miraculous signs — including the picking up of snakes and the ability to 
survive the drinking of poison — that will follow "those who believe" (w. 
17—18). Following his ascension to heaven (v. 19; cf. Luke 24:51, Acts 1:2, 
1:11, 1:22), Jesus himself 'works with' the commissioned evangelists, granting 
confirmation through the signs that will authenticate their preaching (v. 20; cf. 
w . 17b—18). 

As is outlined in greater detail toward the end of this chapter, this study 
investigates both the unique contributions that Mark 16:9—20 has to offer for 
the understanding of second-century gospel traditions, and the significance of 
miraculous "signs" in this writing as compared with Christian literature of the 
first three centuries and with other ancient witnesses. 

The quotation marks highlight the citation of the traditional formula derived, probably 
indirectly, from Ps 110:1. On this point see the discussion in chapter 4. 

1 4 I.e., "the Lord [Jesus]," as the expansion of Mark 16:19a in, e.g., C*, K and L 
suggests. 
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B. History of Scholarship on Mark 16:9—20 

This survey of the history of the investigation of the LE is offered with some 
caution, for no less than six such reviews of scholarship have been undertaken 
since 1973.15 These offerings by Joseph Hug, Veronika Krauss, Paul 
Mirecki, Steven L. Cox and others all focus upon certain aspects of the LE 
and, for the most part, review different contributions to the study of Mark 
16:9—20. The following does not seek to repeat unnecessarily what these 
and other scholars have noted in their respective reviews of the scholarly 
literature, but rather to build upon past insights, to explore certain hypotheses 
not discussed elsewhere and to offer a more complete picture of scholarly 
views, in particular over the past two centuries. For the most part, this 
literature review will proceed chronologically, discussing in turn studies from 
A. Birch to J. W. Burgon (1801—1871); from F. C. Conybeare to C. R. 
Williams (1891—1915); from G. Hartmann to E. Helzle (1936—1959); and 
from E. Linnemann to S. L. Cox (1969—1993). 

The vast majority who have written on Mark's Longer Ending have been 
primarily concerned with the question of authenticity, that is, whether 
"Mark" the evangelist wrote this passage.16 As a result, two methods of 
inquiry dominate the secondary literature: examinations of external and 
internal evidence. External evidence concerns the discipline of textual 
criticism, that is, the evaluation of which MSS, patristic citations and 
lectionary texts do and do not reflect knowledge of the LE. Previous 
examinations of the internal evidence have usually relied upon statistical 
analyses of vocabulary, although a few have also considered aspects of style, 
syntax and philology in the LE as compared with those of the Second 
Gospel.17 

1 5 J. Hug, La finale de l'évangile de Marc, pp. 11—32; Veronika Krauss, '"Verkündet 
das Evangelium der ganzen Schöpfung!' Eine exegetisch-bibeltheologische Untersuchung von 
Mk 16,9-20," (Diss., Wien, 1980) 1—13a; P. Mirecki, "Mark 16:9-20: Composition, 
Tradition and Redaction," pp. 1—23; and S. L. Cox, History and Critique of Scholarship, 
pp. 13—95; cf. Gary W. Trompf, "The Markusschluss in Recent Research," AusBR 21 
(1973) 15—26; Virtus E. Gideon, "The Longer Ending of Mark in Recent Study," in New 
Testament Studies: Essays in Honor of Ray Summers in his Sixty-Fifth Year (ed. H. L. 
Drumwright and C. Vaughn; Waco, TX: Markham Press Fund, 1975) 3—12. 

1 6 With J. Hug, La finale de l'évangile de Marc, p. 9; P. Mirecki, "Mark 16:9-20: 
Composition, Tradition and Redaction," pp. 23—24. 

1 7 More nuanced studies of these topics include J. K. Elliott, "Text and Language of the 
Endings to Mark's Gospel," pp. 256—262; and David C. Parker, "The Endings of Mark's 
Gospel," pp. 141—142. 
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1. From Birch to Burgon (1801—1871) 

As Bruce Metzger notes, "[p]rior to the seventeenth century paleography as 
a systematic study had not yet come into existence."18 The comparatively 
newer discipline of textual criticism, which was fueled by gains in 
paleography and the discovery of important NT MSS in the nineteenth 
century, brought to light new evidence for questioning whether Mark 16:9— 
20 was, in fact, written by the author of the Second Gospel. In the early 
centuries of Christendom, an awareness of the textual critical problem, 
expressed in the Quaestiones ad Marinum, attributed to Eusebius of Caesarea, 
and later in a letter of Jerome to a certain Hedibia, was the exception rather 
than the rule.19 It thus comes as no surprise that Mark's Longer Ending was 
met with almost universal acceptance before the nineteenth century. As was 
typically the case with the rest of the NT, most discussions of the LE in the 
early, medieval and post-Reformation church focused, as a result, on issues of 
dogma like, for example, the necessity of baptism for salvation (Mark 16:16) 
rather than on understanding the passage in its original, post-Markan 
context.20 

1 8 B. M. Metzger, Manuscripts of the Greek Bible, p. 3. 
1 9 The Greek and Latin texts of the ad Marinum were published by Cardinal Angelo 

Mai, Scriptorum Veterum Nova Collectio e Vaticani Codicibus (Rome: Typis Vaticanis, 
1825) 1.61—82. Mai published a revised edition of the ad Marinum in idem, Novae patrum 
bibliothecae (Rome: Typis sacri Concilii propagando christiano nomini, 1844—1905 [Vol. 
4, 1847]) 4.255—268 = J.-P. Migne, PG 22.937—953. The validity of the ascription to 
Eusebius has yet to be either questioned or confirmed by scholars who have discussed this 
important text. Jerome (Epistula 120.3 [ad Hedybiam de Quaestionibus Duodecim]; ca. 
406—407 CE) seems to know this tradition, and thus offers a likely terminus ante quern for 
the ad Marinum that could support the Eusebian authorship of the ad Marinum. For a 
discussion of the interpretation of the LE in the second and later centuries, see S. L. Cox, 
History and Critique of Scholarship, pp. 13—51; David C. Parker, "The Endings of Mark's 
Gospel," pp. 132—137; William R. Farmer, The Last Twelve Verses of Mark (SNTSMS 
25; Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1974) 3—40. 

For example, Martin Luther, Der kleine Catechismus (1529) on Baptism, Response to 
Question 2; ET: Luther's Small Catechism (Rock Island, IL: Augustana Book Concern, 
1929) 128; cf. pp. 124—130; Georg Paul Siegvolck, The Everlasting Gospel Commanded to 
be Preached by Jesus Christ, unto All Creatures, Mark XVI, 15 concerning the Eternal 
Redemption Found out by Him, whereby Devil, Sin, Hell and Death, Shall at Last be 
Abolished, and the Whole Creation Restored to its Primitive Purity: Being a Testimony 
against the Present Antichristian World (Germantown, PA: Christopher Sower, 1753); 
Samuel Andrews, A Discourse on St. Mark, XVI. 15, 16: "And he said unto them, Go ye" 
(New Haven, CT: D. Bowen, 1787); Lawrence Greatrake, An Anti-missionary Dissertation 
on the Commission in Mark 16, 15, "And he said unto them, go ye into all the world, and 
preach the gospel to every creature" (Murfreesborough [sic], TN: Johnson & Mabry, 1838); 
[no author listed] Observations on Matthew xxviii. 19, 20, and Mark xvi, 16, Shewing that 
those Passages are No Authority for Water-baptism: In a Dialogue between a High-
churchman and his Friend (London: T. Charles Gilpin, 1849). 
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Just prior to the turn of the nineteenth century, however, the observation 
of the omission of Mark 16:9—20 after 16:8 in Codex Vaticanus (B) gave rise 
to doubts concerning the Markan authorship of the LE. Certain readings of 
Vaticanus were published between 1788 and 1801 by the Danish scholar 
Andreas Birch, who apparently was the first person since Erasmus in the 
sixteenth century to be aware of the absence of the LE in this codex.21 Notes 
in other codices questioning the passage's authenticity also led Birch to doubt 
that the LE was originally a part of the Second Gospel. Referring to such 
codices and to the Eusebian Canons, which do not include material from Mark 
16:9—20, he thus writes: 

Hoc scholion egregie confirmatur suffragio plurimorum óptimas notce Codicum, qui 
números capitulorum, quibus Eusebius in harmonía usus, ultra versum octavum non 
habent, et reliqua Marci quce sequuntur a commate nono, tamquam pericopam ab ipso 
Evangelio sejunctam, seorsim exhiben t?-^ 

Samuel Tregelles later noted that Birch's work did not become widely 
available because "[a] fire in the royal printing-house at Copenhagen . . . 
prevented the completion of" an edition of the NT which was intended to 
take into account many readings of Vaticanus, including the absence of the LE 
in this codex.23 

Albeit not in time for his first edition of the Greek NT (1774—75), such 
information apparently did reach Johann Jakob Griesbach (1745—1812) in 
time for his second (1803), revised edition of the NT Gospels. Griesbach, 
who is most famous for defending the priority of Matthew, argues in his 
Commentatio that the original ending of Mark, which must have incorporated 
elements of Matt 28:9—20, has been lost: 

If the last twelve verses of Mark were genuine, or if Mark had ended his Gospel at verse 8, 
it would be difficult to offer a feasible explanation for the omission. But we know that 
these verses are missing in the important Codex Vaticanus (en códice pereximio vaticano) 
and were formerly lacking in many other ancient manuscripts. . . . It is therefore 

2 1 See Andreas Birch, Variae Lectiones ad Textum IV Evangeliorum (Hauniae: C. G. 
Prost, 1801) 225; cf. related works by Birch listed in the Bibliography. Frederic Kenyon 
notes concerning Erasmus, "A few readings from [Vaticanus] were supplied to Erasmus by 
his correspondent Sepulveda, but too late for use in his editions of the New Testament. In 
1669 a collation was made by Bartolocci, librarian of the Vatican; but this was not 
published, and it [i.e., the collation] was never used until Scholz in 1819 found a copy of it 
in the Royal Library at Paris." See F. G. Kenyon, Handbook to the Textual Criticism of the 
New Testament (Second Edition; Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1901, 21912; reprinted, 1953) 
78. On J. M. A. Scholz see the discussion below. 

2 2 Andreas Birch, Variae Lectiones ad Textum IV Evangeliorum, p. 226; cf. pp. 225— 
227. For a discussion of scribal notes in various codices, see K. Aland, "Der Schluß des 
Markusevangeliums," pp. 444—446. 

2 3 S. P. Tregelles, An Account of the Printed Text of the Greek New Testament 
(London: Samuel Bagster and Sons, 1854) 86—87. 
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reasonable to conjecture that the real ending of the Gospel—one that undoubtedly 
mentioned the journey into Galilee—was accidentally lost. . . 2 4 

Thus, one reason for doubting the Markan authorship of the LE is that the 
surviving edition of Mark — which, according to Griesbach, follows Matt 
28:1—8 closely in Mark 16:1—8 — does not record a Galilean appearance of 
Jesus (cf. Matt 28:16—20; Mark 14:28, 16:7). Without an explanation like 
the one cited above, such an "omission" at the end of Mark could call into 
question Griesbach's thesis that Mark is primarily an epitome of Matthew 
into which elements of Luke were incorporated.25 With regard to Mark 
16:9—20, Griesbach elsewhere explains in his Commentatio: 

This and the remaining verses of Mark are dubious. If you regard them as genuine, you 
will easily see from our table that they are taken partly from Matthew and partly from 
Luke, and are, as it were, reduced to a summary (which seems, looking back, to be 
inconsistent with Mark's usage) and interspersed with a few things which do not occur in 
either.26 

This second argument against the passage's authenticity rests upon the 
difference between the way in which Matthew and Luke were used by the 
author of Mark, on the one hand, and by the author of the LE, on the other. 

As a result of these new discoveries and realizations, in his second edition 
of the NT Gospels, Griesbach places a final bracket after Mark 16:8 — 
e<t>0(30UVT0 yap] — in order to separate the surviving end of Mark from 
verses 9—20, which are also set off with brackets — [ d v a a r d j 8e . . . 8 ia 

2 4 J. J. Griesbach, lo. lac. Griesbachii Theol. D. er Prof Primar in academia Jenensi 
Commentatio qua Marci Evangelium totum e Matthaei et Lucae commentariis decerptum 
esse monstratur, scripta nomine Academiae Jenensis, (1789. 1790) jam recognita multisque 
augmentis locupletata; reprinted in J. J. Griesbach: Synoptic and Text Critical Studies, pp. 
68—102; ET by B. Orchard: "A Demonstration that Mark was Written after Matthew and 
Luke," in J. J. Griesbach: Synoptic and Text Critical Studies, pp. 103—135. The above 
citation appears on pp. 94—95 (Lat.) and 127 (ET). As is well known, Griesbach argued 
that Matthew was the earliest of the Synoptic Gospels and that this Gospel was used by the 
authors of Mark and Luke. He also held that the author of Mark made use of both Matthew 
and Luke (cf. Bo Reicke, "Griesbach's Answer to the Synoptic Question," in J. J. 
Griesbach: Synoptic and Text Critical Studies [ed. B. Orchard and T. R. W. Longstaff; 
Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1978] 50—67, esp. pp. 53—55). 

2 5 Thus Griesbach's controversial conclusion that "[t]he Gospel of Mark survives entire 
and incorrupt, save for the last verses of the final chapter, which, as we have said, one can 
justly conjecture to have been lost and then supplied by another hand" (Commentatio, pp. 
102 [Lat. ] and 135 [ET]). 

2 6 J. J. Griesbach, Commentatio. The above citation, numbered 39 by the editors of 
J. J. Griesbach: Synoptic and Text Critical Studies, appears on pp. 205 (Lat.) and 211 (ET); 
on the table of Synoptic relations mentioned in the above citation of the Commentatio, see 
pp. 78—79 (Lat.) and 108—110 (ET). 
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TCOV erraKoAouGouvxcov crr||j.eicov].27 Concerning the LE's authenticity, 
Griesbach thus seems to have built upon Andreas Birch's painstaking work 
with variant readings of many MSS, including Vaticanus, and added a well 
thought-out argument concerning the literary relationships between the 
Synoptic Gospels. 

As will be noted below, Griesbach's bold — and, from the standpoint of 
textual criticism, revolutionary — thesis concerning the non-Markan 
authorship of the LE found support among many other scholars who, unlike 
Griesbach, did not seek either to defend the priority of Matthew or to explain 
Mark's use of the First Gospel. Nonetheless, his approach to the LE had a 
profound impact on scholarship in at least two ways. First, after the author 
of Mark 16:9—20 is shown to be different from the author of the Second 
Gospel, all too many scholars have simply abandoned the study of the 
passage. Second, many others after Griesbach have attempted to answer the 
question of the passage's authenticity while, at the same time, seeking to 
reconstruct the original ending of Mark. That is to say, demonstrating the 
non-Markan authorship of the LE was regarded only as a stepping stone to 
other questions concerning the original content of the Second Gospel. With 
notably few exceptions, such disinterest in the interpretation of Mark 16:9— 
20 has persisted until the present, and it was not until nearly a century later 
that F. C. Conybeare and others made a concerted attempt to understand the 
origin and original purpose of this oft-overlooked passage. 

Independently of Birch and some twenty years after Griesbach, the 
observation by the German scholar Johann Martin Augustin Scholz (1794— 
1852) in 1819 that a seventeenth-century collation of Vaticanus, like the codex 
itself, does not include the LE after Mark 16:8 continued to fuel questions 
concerning the LE's authenticity.28 Although the text of Scholz's NT, unlike 
that of Griesbach's revised NT, largely resembles that of the Textus 
Receptus, Scholz notes in the critical apparatus to Mark 16:9—20 both that 
marginal notes contained in various MSS express doubt about the material after 

2 7 In the critical apparatus Griesbach writes the following concerning the LE: "Quae 
sequuntur inde a commate nono adfinem usque Evangelii-B. Asterisco notantur in 137. 
138. . . ." (Novum Testamentum Grcece [2 Vols.; Second Edition; Vol. 1: IV. Evangelia; 
London: Macinlay, Cuthell et Martin, 1803; reprinted, 1809] 253, note e; cf. pp. 253—255). 

2 8 J. M. A. Scholz discusses his vast travels and investigation of various MSS in idem, 
Biblisch - Kritische Reise in Frankreich, der Schweitz, Italien, Palästina und im Archipel, 
in den Jahren 1818, 1819, 1820, 1821, nebst einer Geschichte des Textes des N. T. (Leipzig; 
Sorau: Friedrich Fleischer, 1823) esp. pp. 1—8; cf. on Scholz, W. Baird, History of New 
Testament Research, 1.331—332; S. P. Tregelles, Account of the Printed Text of the Greek 
NT, pp. 93—97. 
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Mark 16:8, and that a number of codices like Vaticanus do not include the 
passage.29 

Scholz's observations, however, did not persuade a majority of scholars in 
his day. For example, S. T. Bloomfield notes the objections "by several 
Critics" to the LE's authenticity and responds "that Scholz, after all his 
extensive researches, has never been able to find this portion [Mark 16:9-20] 
omitted in more than one MS. (and that, one in which great liberties have been 
taken) and a single Version."30 Before the eventual publication of Vaticanus 
and the discovery of Codex Sinaiticus (X), such rejoinders were, perhaps, 
understandable at the time Bloomfield wrote.31 

After the Vatican granted permission for the publication of Codex 
Vaticanus, Cardinal Angelo Mai's belated and famously flawed edition did not 
appear until 1857 and 1859. After an additional wait, Constantin von 
Tischendorf (1815—1874) was allowed to examine the codex briefly in 1866 
and in 1867. Finally, in 1890 a photographic facsimile became widely 
available.32 As has already been noted, only a few scholars like A. Birch, J. J. 
Griesbach and J. M. A. Scholz — and, as is noted below, K. Lachmann and S. 
Tregelles — had some knowledge of Vaticanus before Tischendorfs edition 
was published. 

Also after Griesbach's controversial second edition of the Greek NT, Karl 
Lachmann (1793—1851), who referred to Griesbach as "mein Führer," also 

2 9 See J. M. A. Scholz, Novum Testamentum Graece (Vol. 1: IV Evangelia complectens\ 
Lipsiae: Friderici Fleischer, 1830) esp. pp. 199—201. The second volume of Scholz's 
Greek NT appeared in 1836. Many of Scholz's points concerning differences between 
vocabulary in Mark and the LE are followed and elaborated upon by Karl Friedrich August 
Fritzsche (Evangelium Marci recensuit et cum commentariis [Lipsiae: Sumtibus F. 
Fleischeri, 1830] 717—758, esp. pp. 719, 726—731, 746—752). Fritzsche also devotes 
considerable attention to the interpretation of yXÛCTCTais A.aÀf|croocnv raivaiç (Mark 
16:17c) in relation to analogous statements in early Christian and other ancient writings (pp. 
731—743; cf. on snakes [Mark 16:18a; pp. 743—745] and poison [Mark 16:18b; pp. 745— 
746]). In addition, Fritzsche discusses many external witnesses in connection with the 
question of the LE's authenticity (pp. 752—758). 

3 0 S. T. Bloomfield, 'H KAINH AIAGHKH: The Greek Testament with English Notes 
(Fourth Edition, Revised; London: Longman, 1841) 1.253—254, emphases and punctuation 
original. 

3 1 In a later edition of his Greek NT, however, Bloomfield continues to defend the above 
cited position in greater detail (The Greek Testament with English Notes [Ninth Edition; 
London: Longman, 1855] 1.357—359). 

3 2 On these last two points, see F. G. Kenyon, Handbook to the Textual Criticism of the 
NT, pp. 78—79; cf. D. C. Parker, "Codex Vaticanus" in the article, "Codex," ABD, 
1.1074—1075. Kenyon also (pp. 284—286) criticizes Scholz's approach to textual 
criticism, noting that "[h]is text" for the NT "is not very different from that of Griesbach, 
although his critical principles were the reverse of Griesbach's" (p. 285). 
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