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PREFACE

The history of German Jewry is inextricably linked to the history of modern Germany,
that is to say, to the history of the world. German Jewry has come to be identified with
its final fate, the dispersion and destruction of its members in the years of Hitler’s rule.
Before Hitler, German Jewry was a major presence in German life, especially in the
century of emancipation. German Jews were disproportionately successful — but indi-
vidual preeminence should not render oblivious the ordinary lives of Jews who often
contributed much in quiet ways to German society. The many Jewish merchants,
doctors and lawyers in small towns and large cities are but an example of what I have
in mind.

History is reconstructed in many ways, but individuals as actors, as exemplars, even
as victims, are indispensable to an understanding of the past. They exemplify life,
which official documents or statistical evidence can merely state in abstract, anony-
mous form.

The record of German Jews is dispersed because of the final disaster. The Leo Baeck
Institute has painstakingly collected the records of individuals, carefully compiled
there for scholarly use; this Catalog should become a major help for historians of future
generations. Here are the names, Jewish and Christian, that are world-famous; the
obscure ones have their own representative function. Historians will always be grateful
for this meticulously prepared aid to scholarship. The Catalog is also intrinsically a
reminder of the past life, ordinary life, greatness, and tragedy. Given the role of New
York in the lives of so many German Jews in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries, it
is particularly fitting that a major depository should forever remain in this city.

New York, January 1990 FRrITZ STERN






INTRODUCTION

Since earliest times communities have preserved their most treasured written records
in buildings that were firmly rooted in their homeland. Indeed, the word Archives
derives from Archeion, the town hall in which ancient Greeks housed their historic
records.

The Jews were an exception. It is indicative of Jewish history that while others
erected imposing structures for their treasures, Jews placed their Holy Command-
ments in a movable shrine, the Ark of the Covenant. This distinction prevailed for
thousands of years, as Jews took their growing fount of written law and lore with them
from country to country in the hope that a place of asylum might, finally, become a
permanent home. In our own times, when the scourge of Nazism forced German
Jewry to run for its life, refugees took their books, family papers and other documents
with them, if little else.

One of the primary reasons for founding the Leo Baeck Institute was to create a
place where these remnants of public and family archives could be collected and
preserved for study and research. It was our hope that papers, books, documents and
pictures — simple people’s letters as well as scholars’ manuscripts — would attest to
centuries of Jewish life in German speaking lands.

That end has been achieved beyond all expectations. Today over 4,000 collections,
1,800 running feet of material, are housed in a beautiful East Side Manhattan town-
house that is home to the New York Leo Baeck Institute. The stories of how these
collections found their way to the Institute are sometimes as fascinating as the material
itself, their routes as complex as those of Jewish emigrants.

Jewish community records spanning 200 years are found in the collection of Jacob
Jacobson, who spirited these documents out of Germany under the noses of the Nazis.
The former director of the Archives of German Jews, Jacobson sent these “letters and
packages” to London while doing forced labor in the Nazi genealogical office. After
his death, his heirs donated them to the Leo Baeck Institute.

A portion of the literary estate of philosopher Franz Rosenzweig, including his
correspondence with Martin Buber, was stranded on its way to Palestine, rediscovered
in Tunisia after World War II and eventually entrusted to the Institute by Rosen-
zweig’s family and friends.

Over 8000 pages of historical notes were painstakingly copied verbatim from
important records of Baden and Hessen Jewry going back to the sixteenth century by
teacher and historian Berthold Rosenthal, who feared that the originals might not
survive Nazi savagery. He was right: in many cases the copy he brought with him out
of Nazi Germany is the only extant text. Manuscripts of works by the Austrian writer
Joseph Roth found their way to the Leo Baeck Institute from a hiding place — under
the bed of a Parisian concierge — where they had eluded the grip of the Gestapo.

Collections in the Archives span the broadest range of subjects. Some focus on
correspondence. A businessman living in Spain, originally a German, gave the LBI his
copious correspondence about the refugees he had saved by helping them cross the
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Spanish border. From an earlier time, there are hundreds of original letters written by
the nineteenth century scholar Leopld Zunz, given to the LBI by an officer of the U.S.
Army who, as a young man, had been a student at the Berlin Hochschule fuer die
Wissenschaft des Judentums. When the student emigrated shortly before the War,
Rabbi Leo Baeck entrusted these rare materials to him.

Other collections have prominent families as their focus. The literary estate of Julie
Braun-Vogenstein is a particularly rich example as it contains the papers of four
generations of distinguished families as well as the men and women drawn into their
orbit. There are among others, her father, the prominent liberal Rabbi Heinemann
Vogelstein; socialist leaders Heinrich and Lilly Braun and Victor Adler; and American
industrialist and Jewish philanthropist Ludwig Vogelstein. Other material touches on
lives ranging from courtiers of Napoleonic times to the antifascist restistance martyr
Adam von Trott zu Solz.

Yet another collection focuses on philosopher Moses Mendelssohn and his descen-
dants. Max Kreutzberger, the first director of the New York Leo Baeck Institute had
befriended members of the Mendelssohn family in post-war Germany. They, in turn,
entrusted him with their entire archives — material dating back to the eighteenth
century philosopher and his children. While most of this material was subsequently
returned to the Mendelssohn family, photocopies and microfilms of the collection in
its entirety are available in the Archives.

Twenty years ago the Institute published volume one of a catalog of its collections.
Editor Max Kreutzberger, who was responsible for building up the library and
launching the LBI Archives, selected three subject areas for that first volume: books
and other material about Jewish communal history; Jewish serials, including
newspapers, almanacs and periodicals; and the Institute’s memoir collection.

This new catalog, written in English, is limited to the Institute’s archival collections,
which are presented in two sections. The first section includes 284 Major Collections,
(each having more than one hundred items) and 3,825 Small Collections.

The Major Collections appear alphabetically and are numbered consecutively. The
time span covered by the materials is listed immediately following the collection’s
name, which in most instances is the name of the donor. Each Major Collection is
described at length and indexed.

Small Collections are only briefly described. The number of items in the collection
is noted, as is whether photos (FO), genealogical material (GE), primary material (PM)
and/or secondary material (SM) will be found. While Small Collections are neither
numbered nor indexed, each entry will show one or more accession numbers (AR), as
is the case with Major Collections.

When using the catalog, the reader should therefore first refer to the index as a guide
to Major Collections, then scan the listing of Small Collections.

When requesting material, researchers should give the collection name, and prefera-
bly the AR and/or collection number as well. A description of the specific documenta-
tion desired will further facilitate locating material.

This new catalog includes all acquisitions received through 1988. Many years in
preparation, it was condensed from an earlier, more voluminous draft. Consultants for
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that initial draft were the late Fritz Bamberger, vice-president of the Leo Baeck
Institute in New York and professor emeritus at Hebrew Union College-Jewish
Institute of Religion in New York; Francis X. Blouin, Jr., director, Bentley Historical
Library, University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, Michigan; Fritz Stern, Columbia Uni-
versity, New York City; and Kurt Schwerin, librarian emeritus of the Law Library of
Northwestern University in Chicago. The Institute thanks them for their cooperation
and wise counsel.

The Institute is especially grateful for the painstaking, thorough work Steven
Lowenstein, University of Judaism, Los Angeles, California and Sybil Milton, research
curator, U.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum, Washington, D.C., devoted to the first
draft while both were archivists of the LBI.

This present version represents the teamwork of members of the LBI’s archival staff:
Alan Divack, Frank Mecklenburg and Nusi Sznaider, with the assistance of Michael
Riff, the LBI’s former assistant director; the late Stephanie Stern, chief librarian until
her death; and volunteer Steven Leopold, as well as the Archivist Diane Spielman.

Mr. Sznaider also transferred the entire manuscript to the in-house computer. Our
deep appreciation and thanks are extended to each of them. Special thanks is also due to
deputy director Robert A. Jacobs for his invaluable assistance. Each gave generously of
their time and talents.

We wish to acknowledge the patience and practical advice of our publisher and
friend, Georg Siebeck of Tiibingen. And, finally, the LBI extends its deep gratitude to
the Volkswagen-Stiftung in Hanover, particularly its Secretary General Rolf Moller,
for their cooperation and very generous support, which made it possible to complete
this project.

It is our sincere hope that this catalog — the first LBI book printed from computer
disks — will become a valuable tool for studying and conducting research into the rich
and tragic history of German speaking Jewry and that it will make the treasure trove of
material at the Leo Baeck Institute accessible to an evergrowing community of scholars
and interested laymen.

New York, NY., October 1989 FrRED GRUBEL
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1 KARL ADLER

1 ABRAHAM FAMILY
1755—1810 2.5 inches

Born in Poland, Jacob Abraham (1723—1800) worked in the mints of Dresden, Stettin,
and Konigsberg, and was appointed medallist at the Royal Mint at Berlin in 1751.
Abraham Abramson, his son, (1754—1811) worked with him first, but later worked on
his own. He was appointed a royal minter in 1781, and in 1792, became a member of
the Preussische Akademie der Kiinste, Berlin.

Sixty-seven silver and copper medals struck by Abraham and Abramson from 1755 to
1810, of subjects including members of the Prussian court and royal family, Daniel
Itzig, Immanuel Kant, and Moses Mendelssohn; this represents one of the largest
collections of medals by these artists to survive the Nazi period.

Languages: German, French, Latin.
Donors: Mr. and Mrs. Fred Lessing, 1965.
Finding Aid: 2 catalogue cards.

Accession Number: AR 2638.

2 ADLER FAMILY
1863—-1958 1 inch

The Adler family lived in Bavaria during the nineteenth century; some family
members emigrated to the United States before 1900.

Family tree, family correspondence, telegrams, visiting cards, emigration documents,
and notebooks.

Languages: German, Hebrew.
Donor: Selig Adler, 1958.
Finding Aid: 5 catalogue cards.
Accession Number: AR 228.

3 KARL ADLER
1787-1975 2 feet

Born in Buttenhausen, Wiirttemberg on January 25, 1890, Karl Adler studied music at
the Stuttgart Conservatory, of which he became director in 1922. He was a cofounder
of the Verein zur Forderung der Volksbildung, an adult-education organization, and
director of its music department. From 1926 he was a director of the Jiidisches
Lehrhaus Stuttgart. After his dismissal from his other positions in 1933, he became
director of the Stuttgarter Jiidische Kunstgemeinschaft, as well as leader of the music
department of the Mittelstelle fiir jiidische Erwachsenenbildung, a division of the
Reichsvertretung der deutschen Juden. From 1938 he directed the local emigration
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program until his own emigration to the United States in 1940. He taught music at
various institutions, including Yeshiva University, and died in New York on July 10,
1973.

Correspondence of Karl Adler with individuals, including Theodor Biuerle, Martin
Buber, Alexander Dillmann, Theodor Heuss, Paul Hindemith, Otto Hirsch, Kurt
Georg Kiesinger, Paul Rieger, and Hans Walz; correspondence with family members,
including letters written as a soldier during World War I and the November Revolu-
tion.

Material on the career of Karl Adler as musician and music educator in Germany and
the United States, including clippings, educational documents, programs, letters of
congratulation and condolence, and obituaries.

Records of the Verein zur Forderung der Volksbildung, including programs, by-laws,
memoranda, reports, commemorative publications, and correspondence; material on
the Stuttgarter Konservatorium, a division of the Verein, of which Adler was director;
material on Adler’s dismissal in 1933, and on the operation of the Verein from then
until its dissolution in 1936.

Records of the Stuttgarter Jiidische Kunstgemeinschaft and of the Jiidisches Lehrhaus,
Stuttgart, including programs, correspondence, clippings, and statutes; material per-
taining to Adler’s work as director of the Mittelstelle Stuttgart, the local Jewish
emigration agency, including reports to the Nazi administration and individual case
histories.

Material on the Jewish community of Buttenhausen in the eighteenth and nineteenth
centuries, including decrees, Schutzbriefe, wills, and other documents; clippings and
other material on the fate of the community in the Nazi period, including the will of
Naphtali Beringer, the town’s last rabbi, and on memorials to them after the war.

Languages: German, English.
Donor: Grete Adler, 1986.
Finding Aid: 9-page inventory.
Accession Number: AR 7276.

4 SOLOMON ADLER-RUDEL
1927-1948 2.5 inches

Born in Czernowitz, Austria-Hungary (now Chernovtsy, USSR), on June 23, 1894,
Adler-Rudel was a social worker in Berlin and Vienna. From 1933 to 1936, he was
executive secretary of the Reichsvertretung der deutschen Juden and a member of the
executive committee of the Zionistische Vereinigung fiir Deutschland. In 1936, he
emigrated to Great Britain, and in 1949 to Israel.

Adler-Rudel held important positions with the Association of Jewish Refugees, the
World Zionist Organization, and the Leo Baeck Institute. He died in Jerusalem on
November 14, 1975.



3 ALSACE AND LORRAINE: JEWISH COMMUNITIES

Speeches, essays, reports, statistics, and lecture notes by Adler-Rudel on Jews in
Germany, problems of German-Jewish emigration, and the situation of refugees in
Europe, the Americas, and Palestine.

Reports by others on conditions during World War II, including material on Arab
fascists in Palestine, an account by a German diplomat on Lithuania under German
occupation, and a report by Norbert Masur on a meeting with Heinrich Himmler in
April 1945.

Languages: German, English, French, Yiddish.
Donor: LBI London, 1977.

Finding Aid: 7-page inventory.

Accession Number: AR 4473.

5 ERICH AHRENS
1913-1972 2 inches

Born in Breslau (now Wroclaw, Poland) on May 6, 1905, Ahrens grew up in Frankfurt
am Main, where he worked as a shoe wholesaler and attended courses at the Freies
Jiidisches Lehrhaus, Frankfurt. He emigrated to the United States in 1937 and died in
New York City in 1977.

Papers related to Ahrens’ career and to his and his wife’s emigration to the United
States.

Material on the Jiidisches Lehrhaus, including a manuscript “Franz Rosenzweig and
the Men of the Frankfurt Lehrhaus,” with reminiscences of Rosenzweig, Martin
Buber, and Rabbi N. A. Nobel.

Languages: German, French, English.
Donor: Therese Ahrens, 1977.
Finding Aid: 2-page inventory.
Accession Number: AR 4384.

6 ALSACE AND LORRAINE: JEWISH COMMUNITIES
1809-¢c.1875 c. 2.5 feet

Records of the Consistoire Central des Israélites de France, as well as of the local
consistories for the departments of Bas-Rhin and Haut-R hin (Alsace) and Moselle and
Meurthe-et-Moselle (Lorraine), in Strasbourg, Colmar, Metz and Nancy, including
minutes, tax-lists, lists of rabbis, cantors, and notables, censuses of Jewish communities,
and correspondence.

Records of 139 Jewish communities in Alsace and Lorraine, predominantly from the
nineteenth century, including : correspondence of these communities, their rabbis, and
consistories, with the state authorities and the departmental consistories; decrees and
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legislation of the state authorities; financial documents and records; material relating to
the religious activities of the communities, including liturgy and kashrut; legal and
financial documents of the communities; material on yeshivoth, seminaries, and other
Jewish education, communal and general elections, synagogue construction, welfare
institutions and activities, and other communal organizations.

Personal papers of Jews from these communities, including marriage and engagement
contracts; wills and testaments; genealogies, family histories, and genealogical docu-
ments; educational documents and papers; legal and financial documents; business
papers of the banker Jacob Moch of Hagenau.

Languages: French, German, Yiddish, Judeo-German.
Donor: Purchased, Z. Frydman, 1963, 1971.

Finding Aid: 16-page inventory.

Accession Number: AR 2863.

7 SIEGFRIED ALTMANN
1872—-1961 2.5 inches

Borm in Nikolsburg, Austria Hungary (now Mikulov, Czechoslovakia), on July 12,
1887, Altmann studied social work and became director of Israelitisches Blindeninsti-
tut, Vienna. He emigrated to the United States in 1939 and served as business director
of the Austrian Institute in New York from 1943 until 1958, when he became its
director. He died in New York City on September 14, 1963.

Correspondence of Siegfried Altmann with individuals including Peter Altenberg,
Richard Beer-Hofmann, Hermann Broch, Hirsch Perez Chajes, David Feuchtwang,
Anna Freud, Max Hayek, Josef Kastein, Erich Kistner, Karl Kraus, Lotte Lehmann,
Detlev von Liliencron, Arthur Schnabel, Rudolf Serkin, Friedrich Torberg, Siegfried
Trebitsch, Bruno Walter, and Ignaz Ziegler. The correspondence deals with topics
including Altmann’s activities with the Blindeninstitut, and later with the Austrian
Institute, among which is a benefit for the Vienna Opera in the late 1940s, with
Zionism, and with literary and cultural matters.

Correspondence of the Austrian Jewish Representative Committee with the Interna-
tional Red Cross about concentration camps (1944—45).

Manuscripts by Richard Beer-Hofmann, including Hochzeit des Todes Ariel Bension
(Vienna, 1920), and four handwritten drafts (62 pages) about Kabbalah, Spanish Jews,
and Palestine.

Photo album of the Israelitisches Blindeninstitut (including poems by Ludwig August
Frankl), and its guestbook from 1872 to 1939.

Ritual artifacts: Torah scroll and megillah owned by Chief Rabbi Hirsch Perez Chajes
of Vienna, and his grandfather Zewi Hirsch ben Meir Chajes; and cedarwood Torah
pointer owned by Ludwig August Frankl.

A memoir by Altmann is catalogued separately in the memoir collection.



5 AMERICAN FEDERATION OF JEWS FROM CENTRAL EUROPE

Languages: German, English.
Donor: Siegfried Altmann, 1963.
Finding Aid: 10-page inventory.
Accession Number: AR 2899.

8 PAUL AMANN
1911-1958 5 feet

Born in Prague in 1884, Amann taught at a Gymnasium in Vienna and was also an
author and translator, translating the works of Romain Rolland into German. He
emigrated to France in 1939 and to the United States in 1941, where he taught at
various colleges until his death in Fairfield, Connecticut, in 1958.

Correspondence with individuals and organizations, including American Committee
for Refugee Scholars, Writers and Artists, Roland Bainton, Hugo Bergmann, Jean-
Richard Bloch, Hermann Broch, Peter Demetz, Isaac Deutscher, Fischer Verlag,
Hermann Hesse, Hajo Holborn, Christopher Isherwood, George Kennan, Hans Kohn,
Thomas Mann, Romain Rolland, Adlai Stevenson, and Frederike Zweig.

Literary manuscripts and nonfiction works on history and politics, especially on the
German Question, by Amann; diaries and reminiscences by Amann, concerning his
experiences as a soldier in World War I, on life in Nazi Vienna, as an internee in the
camp of Sables d’Olonne, Brittany, and as a refugee in the United States.

Case files of fifty-nine Jewish children evacuated from France to the United States in
1941; transcript of a security board hearing for Amann’s daughter Eva in New Jersey,
1950.

Languages: German, English, French.

Donor: Dora Amann, 1967.

Finding Aids: 5-page inventory and name-index for correspondence.
Accession Number: AR 7157.

9 AMERICAN FEDERATION OF JEWS FROM CENTRAL EUROPE
1944—-1946 1.25 feet

The American Federation of Jews from Central Europe was founded in New York in
1941 as the central representative agency of over thirty national and local organizations
of victims of National Socialism from Central Europe. Its purpose was to safeguard the
rights and further the interests of the refugees, as well as to sponsor social welfare
programs.

Drafts and criticisms of a proposed restitution law for the American-occupied zone of
Germany after World War II.

Questionnaire on former Jewish communal property in Germany, financial state-
ments, supplementary correspondence for over 400 Jewish communities.
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Languages: German, English.

Donor: American Federation of Jews from Central Europe, 1977.
Finding Aid: 10-page inventory organized by province and town.
Accession Number: AR 4420.

10 AMERICAN JEWISH JOINT DISTRIBUTION COMMITTEE
1933-1947 13.5 feet

The American Jewish Joint Distribution Committee (also known as the JDC) was
founded on November 27, 1914, in order to facilitate and centralize the collection and
distribution of funds by American Jews for Jews abroad. The JDC generally worked
through Jewish organizations in the countries involved, rather than aiding individuals
directly.

German case files of the JDC, 1933—-1941, dealing with individuals’ attempts to
emigrate. Although the JDC was at first reluctant to aid individuals directly, this
became necessary after the outbreak of World War II. Individuals whose case files may
be found in this collection include: Ossip Flechtheim, Babette Gross, Kurt Grossmann,
Albert Grzesinski, Erich Kistner, Alfred Kerr, Hermann Kesten, Siegfried Kracauer,
Karl Meinhard, Franz Oppenheim, Wolfgang Panowsky, Joachim Prinz, Kurt Rosen-
feld, Hans-Joachim Schoeps, Leopold Schwarzschild, Toni Sender, Kurt Singer, Hein-
rich Stahl, Friedrich Stampfer, and Bruno Weil.

The case files include papers and correspondence of organizations which collaborated
with the JDC, including: American Jewish Committee, American Jewish Congress,
Canadian Jewish Congress, Comité voor Joodsche Vluchtelingen, HIAS-HICEM,
Hilfsverein der deutschen Juden, National Refugee Service, Reichsvertretung der
deutschen Juden, Selfhelp for German Refugees, and United Jewish Appeal. Among
individuals whose correspondence is contained in the case files are Cyrus Adler, Ernst
Behrendt, Albert Einstein, Joseph Hyman, Bernhard Kahn, Herbert Katzki, J. B.
Lightman, Robert Pilpel, Cecilia Razovsky, and Jeanette Robbins.

Italian case files of the JDC, 1945—1947, for displaced persons in Italy after the war,
concerning attempts to contact friends and relatives, conditions in Italy, and attempts
to emigrate.

Languages: English, German, French, Yiddish, Spanish, Italian, and others.
Donor: American Jewish Joint Distribution Committee, 1981.

Finding Aid: 10-page inventory.

Accession Number: AR 7196.
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11 HANNAH ARENDT, EICHMANN IN JERUSALEM
1963—-1966 2 inches

Born in Hanover on October 14, 1906, Hannah Arendt studied philosophy at the
Universities of Marburg, Freiburg and Heidelberg. She emigrated to France in 1933
and to the United States in 1941, where she taught at several universities and achieved a
reputation as a leading political philosopher. In Eichmann in Jerusalem: A Report on the
Banality of Evil (New York, 1963), a reflection on the trial of Adolf Eichmann, she
refuses to place the sole responsibility for the Holocaust on the Nazis, and assigns
blame as well to the Allied nations and to the Jewish communal leaders who passively
cooperated with the Nazis. She died in New York on December 4, 1975.

Notes, commentaries and press clippings concerning Eichmann in Jerusalem and the
controversy which it caused, in particular regarding the question of collaboration by
Jewish communal organizations, notably the Reichsvertretung der deutschen Juden,
and the role of such leaders as Leo Baeck.

Languages: German, English.
Donors: Various, 1963—1966.
Finding Aid: 30 catalogue cards.
Accession Number: AR 255.

12 ARNHOLD FAMILY
1914-1933 1inch

The Arnholds were a family of bankers.

Material on the history of the Arnholds and related families and their activities as
bankers; press clippings and memorabilia about the family; in addition, a history of the
Arnhold banking firm is available in the memoir collection.

Language: German.

Donor: American Joint Reconstruction Foundation, 1956.
Finding Aid: 6-page inventory.

Accession Number: AR 2920.

13 PAUL ARNSBERG
Undated 6 feet

Born in Frankfurt am Main on December 26, 1899, Armsberg was a businessman,
publisher, and civil servant, active in Jewish communal affairs and Zionism. In 1933 he
emigrated to Palestine. He returned to Frankfurt in 1958, later becoming executive of
the Jewish community, and died there on December 10, 1978.

This collection consists of approximately 1500 photographs, including over 500 por-
traits. Most pertain to the city of Frankfurt and its Jewish community, and deal with
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subjects dating from the twelfth century to the present. In addition to the individual
portraits, it contains group portraits, particularly of Jewish communal organizations,
and photos of the Rothschild family, synagogues and communal buildings, cemeteries,
commercial establishments, institutions and municipal buildings, and street scenes. In
addition, there are photographic reproductions of written material, such as business
advertisements and calling cards, prayerbooks, and antisemitica.

Language: German.

Donor: Purchase, 1981.

Finding Aid: 69-page inventory.
Accession Number: AR 7206.

14 FELIX AUERBACH
1876—-1926 10 inches

Born in Breslau (now Wroclaw, Poland) on November 12, 1856. Auerbach received a
doctorate in physics at Heidelberg in 1875, and was named professor of physics at Jena
in 1889, where he died on February 26, 1933.

Sixteen volumes of diaries, 1876—1891, written in Gabelsberger shorthand, dealing
with personal, political, and scientific topics.

Correspondence and personal and family memorabilia.

Language: German (mostly written in Gabelsberger shorthand).
Donor: Mrs. Bruno Kisch, 1971.

Finding Aid: 2 catalogue cards.

Accession Number: AR 3958.

15 JULIUS BAB
c. 1895—-1956 c. 5 feet

Born in Berlin on December 11, 1880, Bab was a theater critic and author, and
cofounder of the Jiidischer Kulturbund in 1933. He emigrated to France in 1938, to the
United States in 1940, and died in New York City on February 12, 1955.

Correspondence of Bab with individuals, including Hermann Bahr, Richard Beer-
Hofmann, Eduard Bernstein, Lily Braun, Constantin Brunner, Pearl Buck, Richard
Dehmel, Friedrich Gundolf, Maximilian Harden, Gerhart Hauptmann, Hermann
Hesse, Hugo von Hofmannsthal, Arno Holz, Josef Kainz, Kithe Kollwitz, Selma
Lagerloef, Gustav Landauer, Max Liebermann, Detlev von Liliencron, Thomas Mann,
Fritzi Massary, Fritz Mauthner, Gustav Meyrink, Albert Mombert, Alexander Moissi,
Franz Oppenheimer, Jacob Picard, Alfred Polgar, Walther Rathenau, Carl Schmitt,
George Bernard Shaw, Georg Simmel, Carl Sternheim, Ernst Troeltsch, Fritz von
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Unruh, Hans Vaihinger, Franz Werfel, Alma Mahler-Werfel, Carl Zuckmayer, and
Stefan Zweig.

Diaries and appointment books 1895—1908 and 1935—1943; manuscripts of articles and
lectures by Bab on literature, theater, and Jewish life; poetry; clippings and programs
concerning Bab and his activities, 1905—-1932.

The memoirs of Bab’s wife, Elizabeth, are catalogued separately in the memoir
collection.

Language: German.

Donor: Elisabeth Bab, 1958, 1961.
Finding Aid: 23-page inventory.
Accession Number: AR 196.

16 BERTHA BADT-STRAUSS
1941-1961 2.5 inches

Born in Breslau (now Wroclaw, Poland) on December 7, 1885, Bertha Badt-Strauss
was an author who lived in Berlin until she emigrated to the United States in 1939. She
died in Chapel Hill, North Carolina, on February 20, 1970.

Correspondence with individuals, including Elisabeth Bab, Julius Bab, Eli Elkana
(pseudonym for Dr. Georg Michelsohn), and Jacob Picard.

Poetry by Eli Elkana and Julius Bab.

Language: German.

Donor: Albrecht Strauss, 1972, 1974, 1976.
Finding Aid: 5-page inventory.

Accession Number: AR 3945.

17 LEO BAECK
1864—-1979 6 feet

Born in Lissa (now Leszno, Poland) on May 24, 1873, Baeck studied at the Universities
of Breslau and Berlin and at the Jiidisch-theologisches Seminar, Breslau and the
Hochschule fiir die Wissenschaft des Judentums in Berlin, receiving his doctorate in
1895 and rabbinical ordination in 1897. He served as a rabbi in Oppeln, Diisseldorf,
and Berlin, as a lecturer at the Hochschule, and from 1933 to 1942 as president of the
Reichsvertretung der deutschen Juden. Deported to Theresienstadt in 1943, he emi-
grated to Great Britain in 1945, and became chairman of the World Union for
Progressive Judaism and first president of the Leo Baeck Institute. He died in London
on November 1, 1956.

Correspondence of Leo Baeck with family members and other individuals, including
Bertha Badt-Strauss, David Baumgardt, Ilse Blumenthal-Weiss, Martin Buber, Karl
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D. Darmstaedter, Max Dienemann, Dora Edinger, Albert Einstein, Ismar Elbogen,
Robert Raphael Geis, Nahum Glatzer, Max Gruenewald, Siegfried Guggenheim,
Alfred Hirschberg, Graf Hermann Keyserling, Rudolf Loeb, Siegfried Moses, Dago-
bert Nellhaus, Max Plaut, Salman Schocken, Selma Stern-Taeubler, Baron Hans-
Hasso von Veltheim, Chaim Weizmann, and Robert Weltsch.

Personal papers, including passport, educational documents, membership certificates,
and congratulatory telegrams on Baeck’s marriage to Natalie Hamburger; genealogy;
obituaries of Leo Baeck.

Book-length and shorter manuscripts by Leo Baeck on history, philosophy, and
theology, including Die Rechtsstellung der Juden in Europa and Dieses Volk Israel; ser-
mons, speeches, prayers, lectures, and articles by Baeck.

Newspaper and journal articles and clippings by and about Baeck, about the Leo
Baeck Prize, and about the controversies surrounding Hannah Arendt’s Eichmann in

Jerusalem; reviews of Leo Baeck’s writings, unpublished Festschrift for Baeck’s sixtieth
birthday.

Tape of radio interview with Joachim Prinz about Baeck’s activities in the 1930s.

Photos and sketches of Leo Baeck, including individual and group portraits, as well as
some with other well known figures; photos of artworks and memorials; personal
effects, including prayer shawl and phylacteries.

Languages: German, English, Hebrew, French.

Donors: Karl Guggenheim, 1957; Dagobert Nellhaus, 1964; Ruth Berlak, 1966—1971;
LBI London, 1970—1979; and others, 1956—1980.

Finding Aids: 16-page inventory, 2-page inventory, 10-page inventory, and 282 cata-
logue cards.

Accession Numbers: AR 9001, AR 66, AR 363, AR 365, AR 2269, AR 2457, AR
3883, AR 3982, AR 7161.

18 LEO BAECK - LEONARD BAKER
1881—-1977 10 inches

Born in Pittsburgh on January 24, 1931, Leonard Baker studied journalism at the
University of Pittsburgh and Columbia University. He worked as a journalist and
author, and wrote several books, including Days of Sorrow and Pain: Leo Baeck and the
Berlin Jews (New York, 1978). He died on November 26, 1984.

Material, mostly photocopies, assembled by Baker for his biography of Leo Baeck,
including personal documents; correspondence of Baeck with family members and
others, including Martin Buber, Ernst Ludwig Ehrlich, Ismar Elbogen, Joseph Her-
man Hertz, Fritz Kaufmann, and Baron Hans-Hasso von Veltheim; manuscripts and
clippings by and about Baeck; records of the Reichsvertretung der Juden in Deutsch-
land; an anonymous report about Theresienstadt; and other documents from the Nazi
period from the Institut fiir Zeitgeschichte and elsewhere.
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