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hen I learned last year that I would receive the

Leopold Lucas award for the year 2006, great
as they were, my pride and my joy were tempered, as
in the case of the previous winners no doubt, by my
awareness of the tragic way in which Doctor Lucas
and his wife lost their lives.

My first thoughts at this moment go to these
innocent victims. And then, I also want to express
my gratitude to the victims’ family, my respect and
admiration for their most remarkable response to
their dreadful drama. Thanks to their imagination
and generosity, the Faculty of Theology at Tiibingen
can not only commemorate every year a past it will
always remember but, simultaneously, it rededicates
itself to the spiritual values which it has so gloriously
illustrated for many centuries, and which, I am
certain, it will illustrate in future centuries, no less
gloriously.



Is ich im letzten Jahr erfuhr, daB ich der
Leopold-Lucas-Preistriger des Jahres 2006
sein wiirde, wurden mein Stolz und meine Freude
dartiber, so grof3 sie auch waren, dadurch getriibt,
daB3 ich daran denken mufBte, auf welch tragische
Weise Dr. Lucas und seine Frau ihr Leben verloren
haben. Zweifellos wird es den fritheren Preistrigern
genauso ergangen sein.

Meine ersten Gedanken gelten in diesem Mo-
ment diesen unschuldigen Opfern. Darliber hinaus
mochte ich meine Dankbarkeit gegeniiber der Fami-
lie der Opfer ausdriicken und meine Bewunderung
fiir ihre duBerst ungewdhnliche Entgegnung auf ihr
schreckliches Schicksal. Dank ihrer Fantasie und
GrofBziigigkeit kann die theologische Fakultit in
Tibingen nicht nur jedes Jahr einer Vergangenheit
gedenken, an die sie sich immer erinnern wird,
sondern sie verschreibt sich gleichzeitig erneut den-
jenigen geistlichen Werten, fiir die sie seit Jahr-
hunderten berithmt war und die sie — da bin ich mir
sicher —auch in den kommenden Jahrhunderten auf
eine nicht weniger rithmliche Art und Weise dar-
stellen wird.



10 Knowledge and the Christian Faith

It is not these values which have failed us, it is all of
us who have failed them. Knowledge and religious
faith have been drifting apart for so many years that
no possibility remains, it seems, for an optimistic
answer to the question implicit in the title of my
talk. Under the impact of the skepticism fostered by
the modern spirit, the ranks of those who retain any
confidence in the truth of our Judaic and Christian
tradition are getting thinner and thinner.

My personal research contradicts this trend.
Through a most unconventional route, it has led me
back to the traditional Christian faith. In my address
to you, I shall try to account for my personal itiner-
ary in a language that I wish could have been yours.
Unfortunately, my knowledge of German is insuffi-
cient and you will forgive me, I hope, for resorting to
our now ubiquitous international language, English.

N
()

N

Initially, my interest in Christianity was rooted nei-
ther in Scripture, nor in theology, nor in any of the
pursuits that tend to promote a religious view of
reality. I was studying a scientific theory that many
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