


Wissenschaftliche Untersuchungen 
zum Neuen Testament • 2. Reihe 

Herausgegeben von 
Martin Hengel und Otfried Hofius 

101 





Petri Luomanen 

Entering the Kingdom 
of Heaven 

A Study on the Structure of 
Matthew's View of Salvation 

Mohr Siebeck 



PETRI LUOMANEN, born 1961; 1986 Master of Theology; 1994 Licentiate of Theology; 
1996 Doctor of Theology; since 1987 assistant, lecturer and researcher at the University 
of Helsinki and at the Academy of Finland; presently post-doctoral fellow at the 
Department of Biblical Studies at the University of Helsinki. 

Die Deutsche Bibliothek - CIP-Einheitsaufnahme 

Luomanen, Petri: 
Entering the kingdom of heaven / Petri Luomanen. - Tübingen: 
Mohr Siebeck, 1998 

(Wissenschaftliche Untersuchungen zum Neuen Testament : Reihe 2 ; 101) 
ISBN 3-16-146940-2 

© 1998 by J.C.B. Mohr (Paul Siebeck), P.O. Box 2040, D-72010 Tübingen. 

This book may not be reproduced, in whole or in part, in any form (beyond that permitted 
by copyright law) without the publisher's written permission. This applies particularly to 
reproductions, translations, microfilms and storage and processing in electronic systems. 

The book was printed by Druck Partner Rübelmann GmbH in Hemsbach on non-aging 
paper from Papierfabrik Niefern and bound by Buchbinderei Schaumann in Darmstadt. 
Printed in Germany. 

ISSN 0340-9570 

Vanessa.Ibis
Typewritten Text
978-3-16-157082-7 Unveränderte eBook-Ausgabe 2019

Vanessa.Ibis
Typewritten Text

Vanessa.Ibis
Typewritten Text



Preface 

The present book is a revised version of a doctoral dissertation accepted by 
the Faculty of Theology at the University of Helsinki in 1996.1 first spotted 
the theme, originally formulated as 'Works and salvation in Matthew's 
gospel,' in a list containing possible topics for a master's thesis. Professor 
Heikki Raisanen who was responsible for 'setting the trap' had marked the 
title with an asterisk indicating that the theme would also provide a starting 
point for post-graduate studies. Nevertheless, I bit the bait and found myself 
hooked on the theme. The master's thesis had to be followed by a licentiate 
thesis and the doctoral dissertation before it was possible to draw the strands 
together to form an overall picture of Matthew's view of salvation. 

All the time, starting from my very first attempts to understand Matthew 
until the publication of this second edition of the dissertation, I have had the 
privilege of consulting Prof. Heikki Raisanen. His constructive criticism 
combined with the encouragement and intellectual freedom he gives to his 
students have been of unparalleled significance for the completion of this 
project. For Prof. Graham Stanton, who acted as my 'opponent' — or 
'examiner' as he rather called himself — in the public defense of my 
dissertation, I am grateful for making the occasion a memorable session of 
scholarly discussion. In his person a firm Matthean expertise combined with 
a good sense of humor and a bit of 'devil's advocate' to make the discussion 
in the public defense enjoyable and easy to follow for the audience, without 
giving up the standards of an academic discussion and an 'examination.' 

I owe thanks for Prof. Stanton also for the hospitality I was able to enjoy 
during my earlier study trip to London and Cambridge and for the time he 
spent there for reading the drafts of my dissertation. Professor Kari Syreeni 
(University of Uppsala) and Associate Professor Lars Aejmelaeus (University 
of Helsinki) also helped me to go forward with my dissertation with their 
comments and criticism. I also express my gratitude for Prof. Martin Hengel 
and publishers for accepting this book in the WUNT 2 series. 



VI Preface 

It has not been possible here to take into account all the comments I have 
received about the original dissertation (from Graham Stanton and others), 
party due to practical reasons, partly due to my own limited power of 
comprehension. With few exceptions the most recent literature has been 
taken into account in the footnotes. 

Some things have fascinated me throughout years. One of them has been 
Matthew's gospel which has, however, perhaps lost some of its original spell, 
now that the dissertation is completed and my scholarly interests as a post-doc 
fellow at the Department of Biblical Studies are directing me to other areas 
of study. However, one source of fascination has not stopped bewildering and 
surprising, intriguing and inspiring me, not even after years of daily study and 
shared labor. To her, who captured my heart, my wife Tiina, and to our 
children Laura, Eveliina and Juhana, I dedicate this book. 

Jarvenpaa, January 1998 Petri Luomanen 
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Abbreviations 

The abbreviations used follow the style recommended in the Society of 
Biblical Literature Membership Directory and Handbook 1994, pp. 226-240 
with the following exceptions and additions: 

Biblical books: 
Mt Matthew 
Mk Mark 
Lk Luke 
Jn John 

Josephus'. 
Ant. The Antiquities of the Jews 
Bell. The Wars of the Jews 
Vita. The Life of Flavius Josephus 

General: 
IQP The International Q Project 
Q Q Source. When connected to verse numbers refers to a Q tradition 

behind the verses to be found in Luke. 

For the abbreviations used in the statistics of the footnotes and in the 
Appendixes 1 and 2, see p. 63 ff. In addition, some generally known 
abbreviations are used. 





Part One 

History and Method 





Chapter 1 

Introduction 

One of the controversial issues in Matthean scholarship is the question of the 
basic structure of Matthew's view of salvation. With some exceptions, most 
scholars accept that there are materials in Matthew's gospel reflecting the 
reliance of the editor and his community on God's salvific grace. 
Furthermore, it is usually assumed that Matthew summons his readers to take 
heed of the judgement where everyone is estimated only on the basis of one's 
attitude and actions towards one's neighbor. The central problem is how these 
two convictions relate to each other. Is God's grace the starting point which 
is followed by requirements directed to those who are already believers? Or 
should the priority be given to the final judgement, when grace would have 
only a subsidiary role? In theological language, the problem is often expressed 
by the terms 'indicative' and 'imperative,' the former denoting the achieved 
state of salvation, and the latter the requirements imposed by God. 

Scholars have debated not only the relationship between the indicative and 
the imperative, but also on the contents of the former. Some have emphasized 
the idea of Jesus' continuing presence among the congregation, Jesus' turning 
to the sinners, or Jesus' sacrificial death as the expression of grace, while 
others have seen the starting point in the Old Testament covenant or Jewish 
covenantal thinking in general. Many have approached Matthew's soteriology 
from a Pauline perspective and have ended up in more or less negative 
judgements or even in the total denial of the indicative in Mt. On the other 
hand, some have claimed that the Pauline 'in Christ' is implicitly presupposed 
by Matthew. 

The question about Matthew's understanding of salvation has been 
discussed for a long time, and it has been handled in several monographs in 
connection with other subjects. Yet no book (to my knowledge) devoted only 
to Matthew's soteriology has appeared thus far. Therefore, this study starts 
with the examination of the research history (Part One, Chapter 2). The 
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evaluation of the past research will reveal a need for a methodologically 
reflected approach to the structure of Matthew's view of salvation which has 
to be developed before the actual analysis. This will be done in Part One, 
Chapter 3, where a model for the analysis of the structure of Matthew's view 
of salvation will be developed starting from E.P. Sanders' 'holistic 
comparison of patterns of religion.' Sanders' approach is problematic as an 
overall description of an entire religion, but it suits well for a more modest 
attempt, namely for an analysis of a pattern of salvation in the Gospel of 
Matthew, provided some of its basic concepts such as 'getting in' and 'staying 
in' are given a more refined definition in the context of Matthew's gospel 
with the help of insights drawn from the sociology of knowledge (P.L. Berger 
and T. Luckmann, in particular). 

Some currents of modern Biblical scholarship will be discussed at the end 
of the methodological considerations. It will be argued that due to the layered 
character of gospel traditions the insights of narrative criticism, reader 
response criticism and social scientific studies can be properly credited only 
in the context of tradition-historical analysis — unless a totally ahistorical 
interpretation is aimed at. Therefore, the text analyses in Part Two usually 
consist of four sections. The introduction to the passage under examination 
analyzes the position of the verses within Matthew's overall narrative as well 
as the main features of its composition. The redaction-critical part casts light 
on the pre-history of the text with special emphasis on Matthew's interaction 
with the traditions at his disposal, i.e. the process of redaction. The 
interpretation, drawing on the observations made in the previous sections, 
deals with standard exegetical questions that have to be discussed before it is 
possible to move on to the last section, where the actual structure of 
Matthew's view of salvation is analyzed by applying the method sketched in 
Part One. The collection of the texts to be analyzed, as well as the different 
viewpoints (A, B and C) used to characterize them, will be discussed in 
subsections 3.2-3.5 of the 'Methodological Considerations' (Part One, 
Chapter 3). 

The results of the analyses will be synthesized in the last part (Part Three) 
of the study, starting from the level closest to Matthew's own life and times, 
namely the 'everyday reality' of Matthew's encounter with Jewish and 
Christian contemporaries. In this perspective it is possible to sketch out the 
contours of Matthew's 'symbolic universe,' starting again from Matthew's 
own 'emic' point of view and moving on to the 'etic' judgements of a modern 
analyzer. Last (and least), the results of the study will be mirrored in the 
context of the classic discussion about the relation of the 'indicative' and the 
'imperative' in Matthew's theology. 
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Throughout the study, Matthew's relation to Judaism will be characterized 
as manifesting a twofold tendency towards social separation and ideological 
affinity. Matthew has no only broken with the local Jewish community 
(standing extra muros) but shows isolationist attitudes towards other 
Christian communities as well; in contrast to previous characterizations of 
Matthew's community this study argues that Matthew's community cannot be 
appropriately described as a corpus mixtum. On the other hand, the analyses 
will show how Matthew seeks to legitimate the stance of his community by 
drawing on Jewish traditions, even by composing passages where Jesus 
acknowledges traditional Jewish values. For instance, Mt 5:17-20, which 
opens the analytical part of the study, is heavily redacted by Matthew. 
Nevertheless, as it will be argued, in the other parts of the gospel the 
traditional Jewish law is broken by Jesus and his followers. 

As regards Matthew's view of salvation his positive attitude towards 
Jewish 'ideology' will be evidenced by his view of salvation history, which 
presumes election and takes up the traditional deuteronomistic scheme of 
God's prophetic emissaries repeatedly sent to announce future judgement 
unless people repent and turn from their wicked ways. Although the structure 
of Matthew's view of salvation resembles traditional 'covenantal nomism' in 
some other aspects as well, a closer look at Matthew's central convictions will 
reveal some fundamental differences with Jewish thought, of which Jesus' 
role and position as Ktipioq is perhaps the most important, showing that, on 
the whole, Matthew was not 'a proper Jew' any more. 

Although Matthew's view of salvation as a whole has to be treated in the 
research, the main concern is to draw an overall picture of Matthew's 
soteriological ideas and their interrelation. In other words, readers interested 
in detailed questions like 'From what are people saved?' or 'How is the word 
CTC6^CO used in Matthew's gospel?' will perhaps get only partial satisfaction, 
since the question is treated from a more general point of view and the method 
of the study is constructed for the analysis of the structure of Matthew's view 
of salvation.1 

1 Since to speak of 'soteriology' would give an anachronistic impression, I have 
preferred the expression 'view of salvation,' although the term 'soteriology' will be used 
occasionally. Irrespective of which particular term is used, it is clear that the whole question 
of the interdependence of the concepts relating to salvation is evoked by modern theological 
concerns. However, if we use the term 'view of salvation,' it is perhaps easier to keep in 
mind that Matthew was not a theologian in the modern sense of the word nor did he organize 
his religious beliefs according to the 'loci' of modern dogmatics. Furthermore, I do not think 
we take too much for granted if we assume that Matthew was a religious thinker who had 
some basic convictions which he tried to organize in one way or another. 
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In the following description of the research history, the interpretations of 
different scholars are grouped on a thematic basis. It is clear that a grouping 
like this cannot do justice to the finest features of interpretation; some 
scholars might be located under another heading as well. Nevertheless, I am 
convinced that a thematic presentation makes it easier for the reader to follow 
the main lines of the research history. The overall conceptual framework 
behind the thematic arrangement of the scholars is to be found in the 
distinction between the indicative and the imperative which has traditionally 
been used to describe the topic of the present study. The Protestant scholars 
in particular, who are in the majority under our first heading of the research 
history (Chapter 2, 1.), have explicitly used these terms in discussing 
Matthew's soteriology. Those who base their understanding of Matthew's 
soteriology on covenantal categories — and especially the Catholics among 
them — use these specific terms more occasionally. Yet it is possible to 
express the covenantal ideology, too, in terms of the distinction between the 
indicative and the imperative: God's gracious election forms the indicative 
basis which is followed by the imperative of his law. On the whole, however, 
it is clear that the distinction between the indicative and the imperative is 
nothing but the standard Protestant question, as to how 'Law and Grace' are 
related to each other, in semantic guise. Since it is questionable how well 
these categories are suited to the analysis of Matthew's own view of salvation 
we will try to develop a more neutral approach to Matthew's thought before 
we will move on to the analytical part of this study. Nevertheless, at this 
juncture we will still stick to the traditional terminology since it provides the 
best categorization for the survey of previous research. 



Chapter 2 

Survey of Previous Research 

At the beginning of the 20th century, Matthew's gospel, and the Sermon on 
the Mount in particular, attracted scholars' attention as a means to construct 
the life of the historical Jesus. In the 1950s and 1960s, along with the 
breakthrough of redaction criticism, emphasis was laid on the study of the 
editor's theology. In spite of the changed point of view, the problems caused 
by Matthew's text remained approximately the same. Matthew's strong 
emphasis on the obedience to the law was interpreted against the background 
of Judaism, which at that time was seen as a degenerated form of the pure Old 
Testament religion and judged accordingly. The discussion reached a new 
phase only in the late 1970s when, through E. P. Sanders' works, a new 
picture of Judaism was brought to the attention of Christian scholars. 

1. Good News and Good Works as the Basis of Salvation 

1.1. Salvation by works 

1.1.1. H. Windisch 

The 20th-century German discussion of Matthew's ethics or soteriology is 
almost impossible to describe without mentioning Hans Windisch's Der Sinn 
der Bergpredigt (1929). Although Windisch concentrated on the Sermon on 
the Mount in order to discover the teaching of the historical Jesus, his insights 
formed the basis for the later, more redaction-critically oriented discussion. 

Windisch's main point was to make a sharp distinction between the 
historical exegesis and the theological exposition of the Sermon on the 
Mount. According to him, the art of making distinctions was all too often 
forgotten in the theological research of his day. As an example, he took two 
theological currents both of which in their own way tried to resolve the 
problems created by Jesus' unconditional commandments. The modern 
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interpretations of the imperative understood Jesus' commandments as aiming 
at the ethics of mentality ('Gesinnungsethik'; W. Herrmann), at the total 
denial of law and ethics (H. Hartmann), at the right being and ethos instead 
of doing and ethics ('nicht Ethik, sondern Ethos, nicht Handeln, sondern 
Sein'; M. Dibelius) or at a total obedience and right mentality (R. Bultmann).1 

According to the dogmatic solutions, the purpose of Jesus' orders was to 
make people realize their own guilt and to effect repentance, conversion and 
a life in intimate relationship with God (C. Stange), or to drive people to 
despair, if Jesus' cross and forgiveness of sins are not connected with his 
commandments (G. Kittel).2 

In Windisch's view both these lines of interpretation were wrong in 
presupposing that the literal fulfillment of Jesus' commandments is out of the 
question. In both cases, the Sermon on the Mount was burdened with ethical 
and religious theories and experiences strange to its original atmosphere.3 

According to Windisch, the Sermon on the Mount contains the terms of 
entering the kingdom of heaven. It forms a counterpart to the Mosaic 
stipulations in Deuteronomy where getting hold of the land is made dependent 
on the obedience towards the law. Jesus is a new lawgiver; the Sermon on the 
Mount is a new law for the eschatological kingdom of God.4 The 
commandments are to be obeyed, and they can be fulfilled.5 Jesus' teaching 
consists of prophesying salvation and damnation. It is pure ethics of 
obedience and therefore strange to Protestant theology.6 Jesus accepts the core 
of Jewish legal thinking and shares with rabbis the ethics of obedience. The 
difference between Jesus and rabbis can be found in the role of the Golden 
Rule, which Jesus uses as a principle capable of displacing all the 'inhuman, 
cultic and ceremonial parts of the Torah.'7 

Windisch is to be credited for his call to free the Sermon on the Mount 
from later theological superimpositions. His attempt to make a sharp 

1 Windisch, 1929, 22-38. 
2 Windisch, 1929, 38-43. 
3 Windisch, 1929, 36-38,42-43. 
4 Windisch, 1929, 10-11, 46-51. This is how Windisch describes Matthew's under-

standing of the Sermon on the Mount. He makes a distinction between Matthew's and Jesus' 
messages in principle, but in the final analysis they tend to be fused. See, for example, 
1929, 61. 

5 Windisch, 1929, 69. 
6 Windisch, 1929, 90. The Catholic line of interpretation gains a more positive 

judgement, though not a full requital, since the rigorous commandments are applied only to 
the religious elite (1929, 22,44-45). 

7 Windisch, 1929,47-48,106. 
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distinction between historical exegesis and theological interpretation is also 
welcome if we keep in mind that there is no such thing as the purely objective 
study of history. All the approaches and methods used in the exposition of 
ancient sources have their own assumptions and restrictions. Yet without an 
attempt to distance oneself from one's own theological framework, no 
genuine study of a religious document in its original setting is possible. 
Understandably, Windisch's study is marred with a picture of Judaism which 
is no longer appropriate. Nevertheless, Windisch is able to see the partiality 
of the New Testament's description of Judaism far better than some scholars 
after him.8 

1.1.2. B.W. Bacon 

Among the English-speaking New Testament scholars, B.W. Bacon's Studies 
in Matthew gained a position comparable in many respects to that of 
Windisch in Germany. Both studies were published, independent of each 
other, at approximately the same time with the final object of shedding light 
on the life of the historical Jesus. They both described Matthew as a sort of 
Christian legalist; both were frequently cited in the following decades. 

According to Bacon's well-known interpretation, Matthew arranged his 
materials in five books, each containing an introductory narrative section and 
a discourse.9 In Bacon's view, this five-fold division is similar to the Torah 
which consists of five books of the commandments of Moses. For Matthew, 
a 'converted rabbi' and a Christian legalist, the Mosaic arrangement of the 
Lord's commandments was the only conceivable one.10 Matthew fights 
against Hellenization and lawlessness but ends up in 'neo-legalism.'11 The 
story of the rich young man (Mk 10:17-22; Mt 19:16-22), for instance, shows 
how Matthew 'perverts' the more Pauline doctrine of Mk, according to which 
eternal life is not the reward for obedience and good works, into a neo-
legalistic doctrine that differs from that of the scribes and Pharisees only by 
greater inwardness and greater emphasis on good works.12 According to 
Bacon, Luke proclaims a new gospel but Matthew a new law, and it is not 

8 For this, see below (Marxsen). 
9 Preamble (chapters 1-2); I Book: chapters 3-4 (narrative) and 5-7 (discourse); II Book: 

8-9 and 10; III Book: 11-12 and 13; IV Book: 14-17 and 18; V Book 19-22 and 23-25; 
Epilogue (26-28). See, for example, Bacon, 1930, xvii. 

10 Bacon, 1930, 81. 
11 Bacon, 1930, 47. 
12 Bacon, 1930, 88-89 ,356 . 
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difficult to see which stands nearer to the proclamation of the glad tidings by 
the 'Prophet of Galilee."3 

Bacon's division of Matthew's gospel into five sections parallel to the five 
books of Moses is seldom accepted as such, although nowadays hardly 
anyone denies that the arrangement of the words of Jesus into five great 
speeches in Matthew's gospel goes back to the final editor of the gospel. 
Matthew may use Moses typology in some instances,14 but there is no 'Mosaic 
arrangement of the Lord's commandments' to the extent Bacon presupposes 
that would evince the work of a 'Christian legalist.' Of course, from this it 
does not follow that Matthew could not proclaim a new law by other means. 

1.1.3. G. Bornkamm 

Although the redaction-critical method was anticipated in some of the earlier 
studies (B.W. Bacon, for instance), a major breakthrough in Germany is 
usually connected to Günther Bornkamm's article Die Sturmstillung im 
Matthäusevangelium, first published in 1948.15 This article is also still of 
importance as regards this study, as we will see below (Part Two, Chapter 1, 
3.). Yet in view of the overall understanding of Matthew's soteriology, 
another seminal article of Bornkamm's, Enderwartung und Kirche im 
Matthäusevangelium, is more important. Here he argues for an intimate 
relationship between Matthew's eschatology and ecclesiology. Bornkamm 
takes up Windisch's interpretation of the commandments of the Sermon on 
the Mount as the terms of entering the kingdom of heaven, but pushes the idea 
further by applying it to the other speech compositions of Mt as well. The 
parables in chapter 13, for example, show that Matthew's church is not a 
community of the elect but a corpus mixtum, a mixture of good and bad 
members which can be sorted out only at the Last Judgement.16 

13 Bacon, 1930, 168. Though Bacon obviously prefers Markan and Pauline 
interpretations of Jesus' proclamation, in some respects Matthew turns out to be more 
faithful to the historical Jesus. Matthew's portrait of Jesus' attitude towards the law, for 
example, is more to the point, since Jesus did not annul the ritual and ceremonial 
requirements but only subordinated them to the weightier commandments. The opposing of 
'grace' to 'law' was Paul's invention, not Jesus', with whom the contrast lies between 
'grace' and 'merit' {Bacon, 1930, 354-356). 

14 For this, see the Introduction to Mt 5:17-20. 
15 For the breakthrough of the redaction-critical method see, for instance, Stanton, 1985, 

1891-1895. 
16 Bornkamm, 1961, 13-21. The term corpus mixtum is quite often used in descriptions 

of Matthew's community. However, scholars seldom spell out their exact understanding of 
the term. A standard (dogmatic) meaning would be that there are both real members (in re) 
and nominal members (in nomine) in Matthew's church. 
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