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Chapter 1 
 

Introduction 

1. The Issue 
1.  The Issue 

This study is a historical-critical approach to the investigation of the literary 
production of the Solomonic Kingdom in 1 Kings 1:1–12:24 (hereafter the Sol-
omonic narrative) employing a new reading strategy of a postcolonial-psycho-
analytic perspective. I will analyze it as an episodic story of the larger coherent 
literary unit of what Martin Noth calls the “Deuteronomistic History.”1 Due to 
the concern over the possibility of engendering genre confusion and unneces-
sary genre expectations for modern readers, the term “Deuteronomistic 
(Hi)Story” will be used instead.2 

This study is built on the theories and the works of historical critics, without 
whose keen observations, meticulous analyses, sound arguments, and inspiring 
approaches to the Deuteronomistic (Hi)Story this work would not have been 
possible. For this reason, I am much indebted to the historical critics whose 
works have inspired this study. However, this study departs from traditional 
historical-critical methods and seeks to approach the Solomonic narrative and 
the larger Deuteronomistic (Hi)Story from a set of postcolonial-psychoanalytic 
presuppositions. The use of postcolonial and psychoanalytic theories to a his-
torical-critical approach to the Solomonic narrative is not an arbitrary choice. 
These theories are deliberately employed to tackle how ancient imperialisms 
may have conditioned the literary production of the Deuteronomist whose psy-
chology, as well as signifying practices, was inevitably conditioned by their 
imperialized circumstances.3 Since signifying practices always involve both 

 
1 Martin Noth, The Deuteronomistic History, trans. Jane Doull, 2nd ed. (Sheffield: JSOT 

Press, 1991); trans. of Überlieferungsgeschichtliche Studien: I. Die sammelnden und 
bearbeitenden Geschichtswerke im Alten Testament (Halle: Niemeyer, 1943), 1–110. 

2 See pp. 45–69 below for a detailed elaboration on this position. 
3 The collective term “Deuteronomist” is used to designate the people involved in the 

literary production and transmission of the Deuteronomistic (Hi)Story. In this study, “Deu-
teronomist” will be treated as a collective entity with plural verbal construction. The uncon-
ventional choice of “Deuteronomist” is intended to avoid any conceptual confusion with the 
plural term “Deuteronomists,” which has been used to designate the multiple, identifiable 
writers, editors, redactors, and/or redactional layers. The present writer rejects the notion of 
identifiable redactions or redactional layers that are devoid of linguistic and ideological  
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conscious intent and unconscious forces, psychoanalytic theories are brought 
in to uncover the psychological forces involved in the Deuteronomist’s signi-
fying practices.  Even though many scholars have acknowledged that the He-
brew Bible is by and large produced in imperial contexts, how ancient imperi-
alisms may have affected the biblical writers’ signifying practices has thus far 
not been systematically delved into and theorized. The proposed postcolonial-
psychoanalytic approach seeks to fill up this research gap. 

The proposed approach requires that the text to be analyzed with a new set 
of presuppositions that depart from the historical-critical methods in the past. 
First, I reject a set of modernist assumptions on textual features to which his-
torical critics in the past have been accustomed in their diachronic readings. I 
will argue that such assumptions are hermeneutically unsound and preclude 
new insights from forming that would lead to a more plausible scenario for the 
Deuteronomist’s signifying process. I will point out the methodological short-
comings and modernist assumptions behind the traditional historical-critical 
approach to the “Deuteronomistic History.” Nevertheless, let me assert that my 
critique can in no way undermine the contribution of the historical critics, 
whose insights this study inevitably builds on. Their meticulous internal anal-
ysis of the text and their observations on textual features have opened up a new 
era to the critical study of the literary integrity and disjunctions of the “Deu-
teronomistic History.” They were the trailblazers making breakthrough critical 
approaches and bringing in new perspectives to Deuteronomy–Kings. 

Second, I employ postcolonial and psychoanalytic theories to illuminate 
how the flesh-and-blood experience under imperialism could induce psychic 
conflicts among the imperialized. These imperializer-induced psychic conflicts 
would have played a major role in the Deuteronomist’s signifying process of 
the Solomonic narrative. Even though many biblical scholars agree that the 
Deuteronomistic (Hi)Story emerged from imperial contexts and that it was 
written by the subjugated Judeans or Yehudites, due attention has not been paid 
to the relations between imperialism, the psychology of the imperialized, and 
their signifying activities. This study endeavors to fill these interpretive lacu-
nae in the historical-critical approach. In the ancient Southwest Asian world, 
social relations were determined with respect to imperial hierarchy, and the 
imperialized Deuteronomist, in some manner complicit with the imperializer, 
belonged to a special category of people whose social and ethnic identity, along 
with their allegiance, was torn between two major social forces. From a psy-
choanalytic perspective, they were split subjects. The unique social locations 
they occupied in relation to Persian imperialism created a liminal space that 
would inevitably have affected their signifying activities. In this regard, both 
postcolonial and psychoanalytic theories are indispensable and powerful 

 
inconsistencies, contradictions, ambiguities, and tensions. For a detailed elaboration of the 
term and the Deuteronomist’s identity and social location, see pp. 69–79. 
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hermeneutic tools to elucidate their signifying process that resulted in the in-
vention of the Solomonic Kingdom. 

2. Scholarship on Solomon and His Kingdom 
2.  Scholarship on Solomon and His Kingdom 

2.1 From the Quest for the Historical Solomon to the Question of an 
Invented Solomon 

Research on Solomon and his Kingdom (1 Kgs 1–11) in the twentieth century 
has been dominated by the quest for the historical Solomon and his powerful 
kingdom. Only in recent decades have more and more biblical scholars, histo-
rians, and archaeologists of the Levant come to share the view that the Solo-
monic Kingdom is a part of the invented history of the Israelites/Yehudites, a 
literary construct of an imagined heyday of their past. 

In spite of the lack of contemporaneous extrabiblical evidence and the os-
tentatious nature of the Solomonic Kingdom, many scholars in the past have 
presumed the historicity of Solomon and the historical reliability of 1 Kgs 1–
11. From the second half of the nineteenth century up to the end of the twentieth 
century, paraphrasing of these texts, supplemented with ancient Southwest 
Asian and Egyptian analogies, was the dominant method of reconstructing the 
Israelite history of the tenth century BCE.4 The historicity of the biblical narra-
tives is commonly argued, first, on the grounds of its similarities to the Egyp-
tian imperial apparatus, which Israel had supposedly adopted, and the close 
relations between Egypt and Israel in the tenth century BCE.5 Paul S. Ash has 

 
4 For the paraphrasing of 1 Kgs 1–11 in ancient Israelite history, see John Bright, A His-

tory of Israel, 4th ed. (Louisville: Westminster John Knox, 2000), 211–28; Jan Alberto Sog-
gin, An Introduction to the History of Israel and Judah, 3rd ed. (London: SCM, 1999), 76–
94; idem, “The Davidic-Solomonic Kingdom,” in Israelite and Judean History, ed. John H. 
Hayes and J. Maxwell Miller (Philadelphia: Westminster, 1977), 332–80; Benjamin Mazar, 
“The Era of David and Solomon,” in The Age of the Monarchies: Political History, ed. Abra-
ham Malamat, World History of the Jewish People 4/1 (Jerusalem: Massada Press, 1979), 
76–100. Although Jan Alberto Soggin (Introduction to the History of Israel and Judah, 35) 
criticized the method of paraphrasing as “a wrong method,” his approach to the Solomonic 
period includes considerable paraphrasing. For adoption of the biblical accounts on Solomon 
and the Solomonic Kingdom in reconstructing Egyptian history, see for instance Jason 
Thompson, A History of Egypt: From Earliest Times to the Present (Cairo: American Uni-
versity in Cairo, 2008); Emmet John Sweeney, Empire of Thebes or Ages in Chaos Revisited 
(New York: Algora, 2006); Erik Hornung, History of Ancient Egypt: An Introduction (Edin-
burgh: Edinburgh University Press, 1999); Kenneth A. Kitchen, The Third Intermediate Pe-
riod in Egypt (1100–650 B.C.), 2nd ed. (Warminster, UK: Aris & Phillips, 1986). 

5 See Soggin, Introduction to the History of Israel and Judah, 76–77. For the assumption 
of Egyptian influences on the Israelite administrative system, see for instance Donald B. 
Redford, “Studies in Relations between Palestine and Egypt during the First Millennium 
B.C., I. The Taxation System of Solomon,” in Studies in the Ancient Palestinian World: 
Presented to Professor F. V. Winnett on the Occasion of His Retirement 1 July 1971, ed.  
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convincingly argued that a close tie and regular interactions between Egypt and 
the southern Levant during the first millennium BCE was historically implausi-
ble because there was no substantial Egyptian presence in the southern Levant 
during that period.6 Therefore, without dismissing the similarities in adminis-
trative practices and infrastructure between Egypt and Solomonic Israel, he 
concludes that they were either “coincidental” or that the biblical portrayal of 
the Davidic-Solomonic imperial apparatus was anachronistic.7 

Second, the historicity is argued on the grounds of the text’s inclusion of 
historical facts, such as Pharaoh Shoshenq’s (biblical Shishak’s) invasion of 
Syria-Palestine (1 Kgs 14:25), and seemingly authentic archival documents, 
such as the list of state officials (4:1–6), the list of districts (4:7–19), the note 
on forced labor (5:27 [Eng. 5:13]; cf. 9:15–22), and references to commercial 
activities (10:11). The Syro-Palestinian campaign of Shoshenq I of the Twenty-
Second Dynasty was a well documented and widely propagated event in both 
Egypt and the Levant. 8  Considering the intentional commemoration and 

 
John W. Wevers and Donald B. Redford (Toronto: University of Toronto Press, 1971), 141–
56; idem, “Studies in Relations between Palestine and Egypt during the First Millennium 
B.C., II. The Twenty-Second Dynasty,” JAOS 93 (1973): 3–17; Eric W. Heaton, Solomon’s 
New Men: The Emergence of Ancient Israel as a National State (New York: Pica Press, 
1974); Cornelis H. J. de Geus, “Reflections on the Continuity of Egyptian Influence on the 
Administration and the Material Culture of Pre-Exilic Israel,” in Meilenstein: Festgabe für 
Herbert Donner zum 16. Februar 1995, ed. Manfred Weippert and Stefan Timm, Ägypten 
und Altes Testament 30 (Wiesbaden: Harrassowitz, 1995), 44–51; Roland de Vaux, “Titres 
et fonctionnaires égyptiens à la cour de David et de Salomon,” Revue biblique 48 (1942): 
394–402; Tryggve N. D. Mettinger, Solomonic State Officials: A Study of the Civil Govern-
ment Officials of the Israelite Monarchy, Coniectanea Biblica: Old Testament Series 5 (Lund: 
Gleerup, 1971); Abraham Malamat, “A Political Look at the Kingdom of David and Solo-
mon and Its Relations with Egypt,” in Studies in the Period of David and Solomon and Other 
Essays, ed. Tomoo Ishida (Winona Lake, IN: Eisenbrauns, 1979), 189–204. 

6 Paul S. Ash, David, Solomon and Egypt: A Reassessment, JSOTSup 297 (Sheffield: 
Sheffield Academic, 1999). 

7 Ibid., 130. 
8 A victory relief was engraved on the Bubastite Gate at Karnak to commemorate the 

event, which includes a geographical list of the Pharaoh’s Syro-Palestinian enemies. How-
ever, Judah was not listed among Shoshenq I’s enemies. For a complete translation of the 
hieroglyphic text, see Robert Kriech Ritner, The Libyan Anarchy: Inscriptions from Egypt’s 
Third Intermediate Period, SBLWAW 21 (Atlanta: SBL, 2009), 193–213. In addition, a 
fragment of the Shoshenq Stela was discovered in Stratum V of Megiddo. It was likely 
erected for the commemoration of the Pharaoh’s Syro-Palestinian campaign. See Robert S. 
Lamon and Geoffrey M. Shipton, Megiddo I: Seasons of 1925–34 Strata I–V (Chicago: Uni-
versity of Chicago Press, 1939), 60–61; David Ussishkin, “Notes on Megiddo, Gezer, Ash-
dod, and Tel Batash in the Tenth and Ninth Centuries B.C.,” BASOR 277–278 (1990): 72–
74. Given the monumental importance and publicity of the campaign, it is reasonable to 
assume that as a learned scribe and an able researcher the writer would have acquired the 
knowledge of Shoshenq I’s military exploits in Syria-Palestine. 
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publicity of Shoshenq I’s Asian campaign, even a learned scribe in the Persian 
period could have acquired the knowledge of Shoshenq’s Syro-Palestinian mil-
itary campaign through a monumental inscription, historical research, or 
scribal education, and used the event as an anchoring device for the chronolog-
ical framework in his writing. The chronological framework that holds the 
Deuteronomistic (Hi)Story into a coherent whole requires that the narratives to 
be anchored with scattered historical events and/or figures, which the Deuter-
onomist could have gathered from epigraphical or archival sources and from 
the oral and written traditions passed down to them. As for the so-called ar-
chival documents in 1 Kgs 1–11, their supposed authenticity based on “realism” 
is groundless and unsound.9 

Third, the argument that the writer’s critical attitude toward the past seems 
to support the view that 1 Kgs 1–11 was not a piece of royal propaganda, but a 
genuine historical account is also problematic. Ancient Southwest Asian his-
torical writings were almost exclusively written as royal propaganda. The lack 
of a royal propagandistic tone may well be read as a sign of its ahistoricity. In 
sum, the historicity of 1 Kgs 1–11 is presumed in past scholarship without car-
rying out a detailed analysis of the literary and ideological features of 1 Kgs 1–
11 or questioning the historical plausibility of whether the hill countries of the 
southern Levant could have achieved commensurable social, economic, and 
cultural developments that matched that of its superpower neighbor Egypt in 
the tenth century BCE. 

From the 1920s onward, many archaeological sites identified in 1 Kgs 1–11 
were excavated. Especially noteworthy were the excavations in Megiddo, 
Hazor, and Gezer, the three Solomonic cities explicitly mentioned in 9:15. Bib-
lical archaeologists attributed many architectural structures and artifacts found 
in these sites to the Solomonic period based on the results of pottery stratigra-
phy, biblical references, and the presumed historical trustworthiness of the bib-
lical texts. These findings were then used in support of the historicity of Solo-
mon and the Solomonic Kingdom. The argumentation follows the logic of cir-
cular reasoning. What is used to sustain a claim is what the claim purportedly 
corroborates. In his 1990 article “Myth of Solomon,” Gregory J. Wightman 
reviewed decades of the “Solomonic archaeology” and concluded that the Sol-
omonic finds are based on intuitive guesses, untested assumptions, and circular 
argumentation.10 Three decades have passed since the article was published, 
and what Wightman calls the “imaginary link between archaeological remains 
and the biblical traditions” 11 has persisted even though many remains associ-
ated with the Solomonic sites are now convincingly dated at least a century 

 
9 For an instance of such an assumption, see Baruch Halpern, The First Historians: The 

Hebrew Bible and History (San Francisco: Harper & Row, 1988), 146–48. 
10 Gregory J. Wightman, “Myth of Solomon,” BASOR 277–278 (1990): 5–22. 
11 Ibid., 10. 
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later to the Omride dynasty of the ninth or eighth century BCE by archaeologist 
Israel Finkelstein and others based on the low chronology of stratigraphy.12 

However, rather than totally dismissing the historicity of David and Solo-
mon, Finkelstein and others downsize the evidence-defying vastness of the 
tenth-century Davidic-Solomonic Kingdom and postulate a more historically 
viable scenario of a dimorphic Davidic-Solomonic chiefdom that gradually de-
veloped into the state of Judah.13 The lexeme bytdwd in the Tel Dan Inscription, 
dating to the ninth century BCE, is often used as corroborative evidence for the 
historicity of David.14 However, the most it can prove, beyond reasonable 
doubt, is that the dynasty named after the eponymous founder David was well 
established by the ninth century, but whether or not David existed is still a moot 
question. 15  As for Solomon, to date there is still no archaeological or 

 
12 For Israel Finkelstein’s view of the Megiddo remains, see Deborah O. Cantrell and 

Israel Finkelstein, “A Kingdom for a Horse: The Megiddo Stables and Eighth Century Israel” 
in Megiddo IV: The 1998–2000 Seasons, ed. Israel Finkelstein, David Ussishkin, and Baruch 
Halpern, 2 vols., Tel Aviv University Sonia and Marco Nadler Institute of Archaeology 
Monograph Series 24 (Tel Aviv: Tel Aviv Institute of Archaeology, 2006), 2:643–65. For 
Finkelstein’s view of the Hazor remains, see Israel Finkelstein, “Hazor and the North in the 
Iron Age: A Low Chronology Perspective,” BASOR 314 (1999): 55–70. For Finkelstein’s 
view of the Gezer remains, see idem, “On Archaeological Methods and Historical Consid-
erations: Iron Age II Gezer and Samaria,” BASOR 277–278 (1990): 109–19. For a recent 
article on the dating of Stratum VA–IVB at Megiddo and Stratum X at Hazor to the ninth 
century according to the low chronology, see Israel Finkelstein and Eli Piasetzky, “Radio-
carbon Dating the Iron Age in the Levant: A Bayesian Model for Six Ceramic Phases and 
Six Transitions,” Antiquity 84 (2010): 374–85. 

13 Israel Finkelstein and Neil Asher Silberman, David and Solomon: In Search of the 
Bible’s Sacred Kings and the Roots of the Western Tradition (New York: Free Press, 2006), 
41–43, 52–53; idem, The Bible Unearthed: Archaeology’s New Vision of Ancient Israel and 
the Origin of Its Sacred Texts (New York: Free Press, 2001), 144; Finkelstein and Piasetzky, 
“Radiocarbon Dating the Iron Age in the Levant,” 383. 

14 For the editio princeps of the Tel Dan inscription, see Avraham Biran and Joseph 
Naveh, “An Aramaic Stele Fragment from Tel Dan,” IEJ 43 (1993): 81–98. For the use of 
the Tel Dan inscription to support the historicity of David, see Gary A. Rendsburg, “On the 
Writing ביתדוד in the Aramaic Inscription from Tel Dan,” IEJ 45 (1995): 22–25; Nadav 
Na’aman, “Beth-David in the Aramaic Stela from Tel Dan,” BN 79 (1995): 17–24; William 
M. Schniedewind, “Tel Dan Stela: New Light on Aramaic and Jehu’s Revolt,” BASOR 302 
(1996): 75–90; Paul E. Dion, “The Tel Dan Stele and Its Historical Significance,” in Michael: 
Historical, Epigraphical and Biblical Studies in Honor of Prof. Michael Heltzer, ed. Yitzhak 
and Avishur and Robert Deutsch (Tel Aviv: Archaeological Center Publications, 1999), 145–
56; Gershon Galil, “A Re-Arrangement of the Fragments of the Tel Dan Inscription and the 
Relations between Israel and Aram,” PEQ 133 (2001): 16–21; Finkelstein and Silberman, 
David and Solomon, 261–66. 

15 However, the lexeme bytdwd cannot be unambiguously interpreted as “the house/dyn-
asty of David.” Alternate readings such as a toponym, a theonym, and a temple name have 
been proposed. See Ernst A. Knauf, Albert de Pury, and Thomas Römer, “BaytDawīd ou 
BaytDōd?,” BN 72 (1994): 60–69; Thomas L. Thompson, “‘House of David’: An Eponymic  
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epigraphical evidence to support his historicity. Even if the historicity of David 
and/or Solomon were proven, the magnificence of the Davidic-Solomonic 
kingdom would still be historically implausible. If David and/or Solomon ever 
existed as political leaders in the tenth-century southern Levant, they were at 
best petty rulers or tribal leaders. Nevertheless, the chiefdom thesis remains a 
conjecture. 

Historian Mario Liverani holds a similar view that the Davidic-Solomonic 
political entity was only a petty kingdom covering at most the central and 
southern highlands and not beyond Shechem. According to Liverani, the 
“United Kingdom” was an invented notion that reflects the royalists’ ambition 
to restore the state of Judah and Josiah’s attempt to extend domination over the 
northern territories originally belonging to the defunct state of Israel.16 The 
unification rhetoric was used in support of Josiah’s northward territorial ex-
pansion and the Davidide Zerubbabel’s governorship of Yehud.17 He also sug-
gests that the “fairy-tale style” court vendettas of David and Solomon fit better 
in the literary context of the sixth and fifth centuries in the Persian period rather 
than the tenth century, implying that the Persian Deuteronomist may have bor-
rowed literary motifs in their cultural milieu and transplanted them into the 
Davidic-Solomonic court.18 As Liverani points out, the Solomonic Kingdom, 
while filled with “fairy-tale elements,” was modeled after an imperial reality. 

 
Referent to Yahweh as Godfather,” SJOT 9 (1995): 59–74; Frederick H. Cryer, “A ‘Betdawd’ 
Miscellany: Dwd, Dwd’ or Dwdh?” SJOT  9 (1995): 52–58; Hans M. Barstad and Bob Beck-
ing, “Does the Stele from Tel-Dan Refer to a Deity Dôd?” BN 77 (1995): 5–12; George 
Athas, The Tel Dan Inscription: A Reappraisal and a New Interpretation (Sheffield: Shef-
field Academic, 2003). Even if it is to be taken as “the house of David,” it is arguable if 
David is a reference to a historical founder of a dynasty or an eponymous one. An eponym, 
from an anthropological perspective, may represent a historical person or a completely fic-
tional figure. Thus, the Tel Dan inscription is inconclusive regarding David’s historicity.  

16 Mario Liverani, Israel’s History and the History of Israel, trans. Chiara Peri and Philip 
R. Davies (London: Equinox, 2005), 92–103, 308–23; trans. of Oltre la Bibbia: Storia Antica 
di Israele (Rome: Laterza, 2003). 

17 Ibid., 316. 
18 To quote Liverani: “To these possible ‘authentic’ sources and stratified traditions the 

post-exilic historian added a great deal of fairy-tale syle [sic] material (of the ‘intrigue at the 
king’s court’ type) – tales of harems and rivalry between old and young wives, feuds and 
vendettas, oppression and repentance, generosity and cruelty, which make the tales of suc-
cession about David and Solomon as we have them now, genuine historical novels, obviously 
selecting the most famous characters in the entire dynasty for the leading roles in dramas 
that actually fit better in the literary framework of the sixth and the fifth centuries than in 
that (which was at the most only epigraphic) of the tenth century” (ibid., 318). Even though 
Liverani did not explicitly acknowledge his modified Crossian assumptions, there are traces 
of a modified double-redaction theory of the “Deuteronomistic History” in his work, with a 
Josianic edition and an updated postexilic edition. The “fairy-tale elements” and the drama-
tized court-stories in the narrative of the United Kingdom belong to the updated edition. See 
ibid., 97–98, 116–20, 313–16. 
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Even the architectural style of the Solomonic palace and temple seems to be 
modelled after the Persian palatial buildings similar to those found in Susa and 
Persepolis.19 To Liverani, the Solomonic Kingdom reflects “a dream of being 
able to match the great powers” (emphasis mine).20 My view comes very close 
to Liverani’s view in three aspects. First, the invention of the Solomonic King-
dom was most likely to have stemmed from the signifying context of the Per-
sian period. Second, the Deuteronomist sought symbolically to emulate the real 
empires, particularly the Persian empire, with the creative adoption of domi-
nant literary motifs, genres, and conventions of their time. Third, from a psy-
choanalytic perspective, the Solomonic narrative may appropriately be catego-
rized as a “dream,” namely a wish-fulfilling narrative of grandiose nature. Thus, 
it warrants a psychoanalytic analysis as such.21 

Many scholars have suggested that the Deuteronomist portrayed the Da-
vidic-Solomonic Kingdom in the image of the great empires of their time. 
Some scholars who date the text to the Josianic period argue for a Neo-Assyr-
ian imperial prototype.22 Ehud Ben Zvi, however, argues against the causal link 
between the textual signs of Assyrian influence and the Josianic date.23 He ar-
gues that the Neo-Assyrian empire remained a powerful imperial symbol even 
in the succeeding eras and that “Assyria” may well be a displaced signifier for 
the subsequent imperial powers or an undifferentiated signifier for imperial 
superpower in general.24 Those scholars who date the text to the late Persian or 
early Hellenistic period tend to see a Persian imperial prototype.25 Pierre Briant 
notes that many local potentates attempted in their own residence to emulate 

 
19 Ibid., 326–29. 
20 Ibid., 96, 100. 
21 Gösta W. Ahlström (“The Role of Archaeological and Literary Remains in Recon-

structing Israel’s ‘History’,” in The Fabric of History: Text, Artifact and Israel’s Past, ed. 
Diana V. Edelman, JSOTSup 127 [Sheffield: Sheffield Academic, 1991], 140), in spite of 
his high regard for the historicity of David and Solomon, notes the biased and fictional nature 
of the Davidic-Solomonic Kingdom: the biblical writers never meant to give an accurate 
account of the past, rather they presented “an intentionally wishful and/or theological picture 
of past times” (emphasis mine). 

22 For instance, Finkelstein and Silberman, David and Solomon, 154 ,163–68, 173–77; 
Ernst Axel Knauf, Die Umwelt des Alten Testaments, Neuer Stuttgarter Kommentar, Altes 
Testament 29 (Stuttgart: Katholisches Bibelwerk, 1994), 215; Moshe Weinfeld, “Traces of 
Assyrian Treaty Formulae in Deuteronomy,” Biblica 46 (1965): 417–27; idem, Deuteronomy 
and the Deuteronomic School (Oxford: Clarendon, 1972), 51–115. 

23 Ehud Ben Zvi, “Josiah and the Prophetic Books: Some Observations,” in Good Kings 
and Bad Kings, ed. Lester L. Grabbe (New York: T&T Clark, 2005), 47–64. 

24 Ibid., 59–60. 
25 Niels Peter Lemche, “The Old Testament – A Hellenistic Book?,” SJOT 7 (1993): 175–

77. 
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the lifestyle of the Persian King.26 Solomon’s imitation of the Persian king may 
be regarded as a symbolic emulation through literary production. In sum, schol-
ars tend to see the portrayal of the Davidic-Solomonic Kingdom, along with 
the characterization of David and Solomon, as an invention built on the real-
life counterpart of the Deuteronomist’s supposed period of literary production, 
which overlooks the possible composite nature of the Davidic-Solomonic 
Kingdom. The cumulative and composite nature of the Deuteronomistic 
(Hi)Story implies that even the late Persian (or early Hellenistic) Deuterono-
mist were able to utilize diverse, multiple sources and imperial symbols of dif-
ferent eras, including their own and traditions that they had received in the 
formulation of the Davidic-Solomonic Kingdom. Moreover, some imperial 
features were not unique to a certain historical period but were long-standing 
features observable in successive imperial eras. The persistence of imperial 
policies must be taken into consideration to avoid anachronistic dating. 

I have no intent to rule out the historical existence of David and/or Solo-
mon,27 but only to point out that until irrefutable evidence is established their 
historicity and historicality (namely, how their historical existence was con-
ceptualized by the ancient people) remain subject to imaginative reconstruction 
or fantasizing by scholars without solid evidence. My concern is that once such 
an imaginative construct assumes an axiomatic status, it continues to propagate 
like pre-critical historiographical traditions and to be adopted as a fact.28 What 
may be asserted beyond reasonable doubt, even if David and Solomon were 
historical, is that the imperial magnificence of the Davidic-Solomonic King-
dom as portrayed in the biblical texts was historically implausible and the Da-
vidic-Solomonic Kingdom was a fanciful imagination of the Deuteronomist. 
What are the sources of this fantastic portrayal? How much content is modelled 
after a real-life imperial apparatus, and how much stemmed from the Deuter-
onomist’s fantasizing? Which imperialism is its primary imperial model? How 
do we identify these historical traces amidst the fictive elements in the text? 
What are the psychic mechanisms involved in the Deuteronomist’s psychic 
production of the Davidic-Solomonic Kingdom? What are the psychic 

 
26 Pierre Briant, From Cyrus to Alexander: A History of the Persian Empire, trans. Peter 

T. Daniels (Winona Lake, IN: Eisenbrauns, 2002), 172, 201–02; trans. of Histoire de l’Em-
pire perse (Paris: Libraire Arthème Fayard, 1996). 

27 Such as the position of Giovanni Garbini, History and Ideology in Ancient Israel, trans. 
J. Bowden (New York: Crossroad, 1988), 17. 

28 For instance, Walter Brueggemann (Solomon: Israel’s Ironic Icon of Human Achieve-
ment [Columbia, SC: University of South Carolina, 2005], particularly 19–21, 66–67) builds 
on Finkelstein and Silberman’s proposal of a Davidic-Solomonic chiefdom in his theological 
interpretation of 1 Kings 1–11, seeking to establish Solomon’s transformation from the “his-
torical” chief to the imagined Great King. However, the direction of Solomon’s transfor-
mation seems to be the reverse, namely from the imagined Great King of the biblical texts 
to the imagined “historical chief” of the archaeologists and biblical scholars. 
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mechanisms involved in the Yehudite readers/auditors’ participation of this 
cultural fantasy? What are the psychic functions that it could serve to them? 
These questions warrant a postcolonial-psychoanalytic approach to the mag-
nificent kingdom portrayed in the biblical texts. For my purposes, I will limit 
the scope of my study to the Solomonic narrative. 

 
2.2 Reading Strategies on Solomon and the Solomonic Kingdom 

The ambiguous, heterogeneous portraiture of Solomon is a widely recognized 
literary characteristic of 1 Kings 1–11. The legendary pious king possesses un-
surpassable wisdom and incomparable affluence and power, but dramatically 
turns into an exemplary philogynist-cum-idolator. A variety of interpretive 
lenses have been employed to explain the uneasy bipolarity of Solomon’s char-
acterization. In the past few decades, biblical scholars’ debate follows predom-
inantly the binary logic of the historical-critical methods and revolves around 
whether the text conveys a diachronically differentiated pro-Solomonic view 
or anti-Solomonic view,29 how the text should be atomized into the two polar-
ized categories diachronically or synchronically,30 and how 1 Kgs 1–11 may 
be interpreted as an antimonarchic text in light of the Deuteronomic Law of the 
King (Deut 17:14–18).31 Based on internal analysis, more scholars have found 

 
29 See Marvin A. Sweeney, “The Critique of Solomon in the Josianic Edition of the Deu-

teronomistic History,” JBL 114 (1995): 607–22. For a short critique of the application of 
binary logic in the reading of 1 Kgs 1–11, see Eric A. Seibert, Subversive Scribes and the 
Solomonic Narrative: A Rereading of 1 Kings 1–11 (New York: T&T Clark, 2006), 101–03. 

30 See Bezalel Porten, “The Structure and Theme of the Solomon Narrative (1 Kings 3–
11),” Hebrew Union College Annual 38 (1967): 93–128; Marc Z. Brettler, “The Structure of 
1 Kings 1–11,” JSOT 49 (1991): 87–97; David Jobling, “‘Forced Labor’: Solomon’s Golden 
Age and the Question of Literary Representation,” Semeia 54 (1991): 57–76; Kim Ian Parker, 
“Repetition as a Structuring Device in 1 Kings 1–11,” JSOT 42 (1988): 19–27; Gary N. 
Knoppers, The Reign of Solomon and the Rise of Jeroboam, vol. 1 of Two Nations under 
God: The Deuteronomistic History of Solomon and the Dual Monarchies, Harvard Semitic 
Monographs 52 (Atlanta: Scholars Press, 1993), 57–168. 

31 See Ernest W. Nicholson, Deuteronomy and Tradition (Philadelphia: Fortress, 1967), 
58–82; idem, “Traditum and Tradition: The Case of Deuteronomy 17:14–20,” in Scriptural 
Exegesis: The Shapes of Culture and the Religious Imagination: Essays in Honour of Mi-
chael Fishbane, ed. Deborah A. Green and Laura S. Lieber (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 
2009), 52–53; Weinfeld, Deuteronomy and the Deuteronomic School, 168; Brettler, “The 
Structure of 1 Kings 1–11,” 97; Sweeney, “The Critique of Solomon in the Josianic Edition 
of the Deuteronomistic History,” 616–17; Walter Dietrich, “History and Law: Deuterono-
mistic Historiography and Deuteronomic Law Exemplified in the Passage from the Period 
of the Judges to the Monarchical Period,” in Israel Constructs Its History: Deuteronomistic 
Historiography in Recent Research, ed. Albert de Pury, Thomas Römer, and Jean-Daniel 
Macchi, JSOTSup 306 (Sheffield: Sheffield Academic, 2000), 333–40; Dennis T. Olson, 
Deuteronomy and the Death of Moses: A Theological Reading, Overtures to Biblical  
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130–32, 156, 161, 163, 170, 174–75, 
201, 214, 248–50, 254, 259, 265, 282, 
285–86, 290–94, 297–98, 341, 347, 
349–50, 372

tribute system 269, 333
Tushratta 224, 229
twelve districts 326, 329, 331–32
tyranny 61, 318
Tyre 21, 71, 142, 145, 148, 183, 193, 202, 

243, 246–48, 254, 257–59, 261–62, 
264–73, 275–76, 278, 282, 304, 311, 
313, 315, 338, 346, 359, 363

Tyrians 151, 244, 246, 254, 269–74, 
277–78, 287

Udjahorresnet 74–75, 356
uncanny, the 21, 153, 308, 358–59
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− see also Unheimliche (unhomeliness)
unconscious, the 106
− cultural segment of 100, 116, 132, 140,

173, 187, 291
− imperialism-conditioned segment

of 21, 100, 140, 364, 370, 372
− of a writing subject 87–88, 94, 96–98
Unheimliche (unhomeliness) 21, 153, 358,
− see uncanny, the
United Kingdom 7, 32, 40
Uriah 33–34, 132, 159–60, 163, 165, 170

vassal treaty 67, 244

wisdom imperialism 123, 134, 144, 148, 
181, 287, 311–12, 322

wisdom cult 179–83, 189
wish-fulfilling narrative 8, 19–20, 85–86, 

107–08, 119, 173, 175
wish satisfier 21, 103, 115–16, 373, 379

Xerxes 110, 237, 250, 267–68, 271, 275, 
310, 314, 328, 332, 340

Xerxes’s Greek campaign 237, 267, 271, 
275

Yahwism 26, 51, 53, 56, 63, 65, 354, 
376–78

− exclusive  56, 63
− monotheistic  65
Yehud 7, 19, 49–50, 52, 63–64, 73–74,

77, 82–83, 105–06, 108–09, 116, 142, 
242, 247, 260, 269, 271–73, 275, 278, 
309–10, 332, 345, 349, 362

Zadok 162, 314
Zannanza 198
Zoheleth 157, 341
Zerubbabel 7, 39, 77, 354
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