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Chapter One 

Introduction: 
Theios Aner and the Markan Miracle Traditions 

I. Focusing the Problem: T. Weeden 

"To a great extent, contemporary research has cast the divine man as a 
pivot on which the relations between early Christianity and other religions 
of Late Antiquity turn"1. The truth of this recent judgment of E. Gallagher 
was clearly demonstrated when in 1968 T. Weeden published an important 
study of the purpose and christology of Mark entitled, "The Heresy that 
Necessitated Mark's Gospel"2. This article, based on his Claremont disserta-
tion (1964) and later expanded into the well-known monograph Tradi-
tions in Conflict (Philadelphia: Fortress Press, 1971), is significant in the 
way it reflects and builds upon the widespread notion that the oral and/or 
written cycle(s) of miracle narratives used by Mark portrayed Jesus as a 
theios aner (a Hellenistic type of divine-human religious hero or holy man 
whose divinity expressed itself among other ways through the working of 
miracles). Weeden proceeded to argue that Mark's purpose was to combat 
a theios aner interpretation of Jesus (along with its implications for disci-
pleship) which held sway in a segment of his community3. To achieve this 
goal Mark depicted the (dense and uncomprehending) disciples as advocates 
of a theios aner christology and a theologia gloriae which was based primarily 
on Jesus' miracles; Jesus, however, was made to champion a theologia 
crucis. 

Weeden's overall thesis has not escaped criticism4, but his contention 
that Mark was unhappy with the theios aner christology of his miracle 

1 Eugene Gallagher, Divine Man or Magician? Celsus and Origen on Jesus, SBLDS, 64 (Chico, 
Calif.: Scholars Press, 1982), p. 1. 

2 ZNW 59 (1968): 145-68 . 
3 For Weeden's understanding of "theios aner christology" see Traditions, pp. 5 4 - 5 9 . 
4 See, e.g., Ralph Martin, Mark: Evangelist and Theologian (Grand Rapids: Zondervan Publishing 

House, 1972), pp. 1 5 0 - 5 3 ; Ernest Best, "The Role of the Disciples in Mark," NTS 23 (1977): 
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traditions won significant support5. This interpretation of the Markan 
redaction is, in turn, dependent on the longstanding view that the portrait 
of Jesus in the miracle narratives employed by Mark was produced — 
largely via the mediation of Hellenistic Judaism — under the influence of 
the theios aner concept. It would be difficult to overemphasize the degree 
of importance that this "axiom" has assumed for Markan (and Gospel) 
exegesis, for traditionsgeschichtliche investigation of the Jesus tradition, 
and for investigation into christological origins. But it is precisely for this 
reason that this axiom, like other axioms, should be critically appraised 
to see whether, or to what extent, it should remain a fixed reference point 
in exegetical and historical research. 

II. Prehistory of the Theios Aner and its Application 
to the Gospel Miracle Tradition 

As intimated above, Weeden felt no need to offer a justification of his 
appeal to the theios aner type or the role that this type played in the 
formulation of the evangelical miracle traditions, which surface first, of 
course, in Mark. On these points he relied almost entirely on the earlier 
labors of die religions- und formgeschichtliche Schule. As early as 1910, 
R. Reitzenstein, with reference to the early Christian era, could speak of 
"A general conception of the deioq ávdpojnos. . . , according to which 
such a divine man combines within himself, on the basis of a higher nature 
and personal holiness, the profoundest knowledge, vision, and the power 
to work miracles"6. Without such a conception, Reitzenstein averred, 
figures such as Apollonius of Tyana and Alexander Abonuteichos would 
remain inexplicable. Later studies developed this idea of the theios aner, 
whether in an effort to define this type more carefully (Weinreich 1926; 
Leisegang 1950), to develop a hypothetical, or ideal, typology as an aid in 

377-401 . Now see Shaiyn Dowd, Prayer, Power, and the Problem of Suffering: Mark 11:22 -
25 in the Context of Markan Theology, SBLDS, 105 (Atlanta: Scholars Press, 1986). Especially 
useful is her survey (pp. 6—24) of the debate over whether Mark was intended as anti-miracle 
polemic. 

5 See, e.g., Ludger Schenke, Die Wundererzählungen des Markusevangeliums, SBB, 3 (Stuttgart: 
Verlag Katholisches Bibelwerk, 1974), pp. 373 -416 ; Dietrich-Alex Koch, Die Bedeutung der 
Wundererzählungen für die Christologie des Markusevangeliums, BZNW, 42 (Berlin: Walter de 
Gruyter, 1975), pp. 15 -30 , 180 -88 ; Hugh Anderson, The Gospel of Mark, NCB (Grand Rapids: 
Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., 1976), pp. 4 9 - 5 2 . 

6 Richard Reitzenstein, Hellenistic Mystery-Religions, trans. J. Steely, PTMS, 15 (Pittsburgh: Pick-
wick Press, 1978; 1st Germ, ed., 1910), p. 26. 
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the analysis of empirical data (Bieler 1935—36)7, or to account for pheno-
mena in the origin of Christianity (Wetter 1916; Windisch 1934)8. 

However, several years before most of these studies were published, the 
two great masters of the form-critical approach, Dibelius and Bultmann, 
had already taken the decisive step of using the theios aner to explain, 
above all, the origin and christology of those miracle traditions which they 
designated Novellen and Wundergeschichten, respectively®. Although, to 
my knowledge, neither used the exact expression theios aner, it is clear that 
they regarded Reitzenstein's "general conception of the 9eio<; avBpunos" 

as a decisive influence on the miracle traditions in question. This is clearly 
to be seen, e.g., in Bultmann's comparison of Mark and Q: 

In Q he [Jesus] is above everything else the eschatological preacher of repentance and salvation, 
the teacher of wisdom and the law. In Mark he is a 9eio<r tiudpLjntx;, indeed more: he is the very 
Son of God walking on the earth. This mythological light in which Jesus is set by Mark . . . is 
there for the most part on the author's own account but also in part on account of his materials, 
and especially of the miracle stories10. 

In essentials Dibelius and Bultmann agreed: most of the Synoptic miracle 
stories were formulated in a Hellenistic environment in order to magnify 
and win converts for Jesus, the superior theios aner. This view of the chris-
tology, Sitz im Leben, and hence late traditionsgeschichtliche position of 
the miracle stories has been extraordinarily influential to the present 
day11. Only in one respect has there been a significant refinement: largely 

7 This interpretation of Bieler's purpose is extensively discussed and advocated by Gallagher, 
Divine Man, pp. 10 -22 . 

8 Otto Weinreich, "Antikes Gottmenschentum," Neues Jahrbuch für Wissenschaft und Jugend-
bildung 2 (1926): 6 3 3 - 5 1 ; Hans Leisegang, "Der Gottmensch als Archtypus," Eranos Jahrbuch 
18 (1950): 9 - 4 5 ; Ludwig Bieler, ©EIOZ ANHP, 2 vols. (Vienna: Buchhandlung Oskar Höfels, 
1935-36) ; Gillis P. Wetter, Der Sohn Gottes, FRLANT, 26 (Göttingen: Vandenhoeck & Ru-
precht, 1916); Hans Windisch, Paulus und Christus, UNT, 24 (Leipzig: Hinrichs, 1934). 

9 Martin Dibelius, From Tradition to Gospel, trans. B. Woolf (New York: Charles Scribner's Sons, 
1935; 1st Germ, ed., 1919), pp. 7 0 - 9 7 ; Rudolf Bultmann, History of the Synoptic Tradition 
(= HST), trans. J. Marsh (New York: Harper & Row, Publishers, 1963; 1st Germ, ed., 1921), pp. 
218-41 . 

10 Bultmann, HST, p. 241. Dibelius (Tradition, p. 94), for his part, describes the Tales as "Epi-
phanies in which the divine power of the divine wonder-worker becomes manifest." Cf. also pp. 
96f., where he argues that Jesus' miracles, like those attributed to "Apollonius of Tyana, Alexan-
der of Abonuteichus, and many other magi and thaumaturges," were narrated as "proof that he 
was really a divine being." 

11 Of course, critical reactions to this type of approach were not absent, especially in Gt. Britain: 
Vincent Taylor, The Formation of the Gospel Tradition (London: Macmillan and Co., 19352; 
1st ed., 1933), pp. 119 -41 ; Alan Richardson, The Miracle-Stories of the Gospels (London: 
SCM Press, 1941); William Manson, Jesus the Messiah (London: Hodder and Stoughton, 1943), 
pp. 3 3 - 5 0 ; Laurence McGinley, Form Criticism of the Synoptic Healing Narratives (Woodstock, 
Md.: Woodstock College Press, 1944). Later appeared the massive study of H. van der Loos, 
The Miracles of Jesus, NovTSup, 8 (Leiden: E. J. Brill, 1965). 
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under the influence of F. Hahn it has become very common to argue that 
the theios aner made its initial impact on early christology, not directly 
from the pagan sphere, but via Hellenistic Judaism insofar as the latter had 
already begun the transformation of its O.T. heroes into theioi andres1"1. 

III. Recent Developments 

Since the publication of Weeden's article in ZNW, several studies have 
appeared which raise questions about the validity of his conception of the 
theios aner christology of the Markan miracle traditions. Hard on Weeden's 
heels W. von Martitz, in his oft-cited TDNT article on "vios (in Greek)," 
argued (1) "that deioq avrtp is by no means a fixed expression at least in 
the pre-Christian era," and (2) that "The features of 0eio<r in later antiquity 
[presumably as illustrated by Pythagoras in the vitae composed by Por-
phyry and Iamblichus and by Apollonius of Tyana in Philostratus' Vita ] 
cannot be traced back smoothly to the earlier period"13. The assumption 
that at the beginning of the Christian era there was a fixed, uniform image 
or type of the theios aner in the Hellenistic world was further challenged by 
D. Tiede, who argued that prior to the third-century Neopythagorean 
portraits of Pythagoras and Apollonius of Tyana, theioi andres fell into 
one of two basic categories depending on whether their divine status was 
authenticated on the basis of wisdom/moral virtue, or on the basis of 
miraculous deeds or events14. Thus, for Tiede it is important to be precise 
when speaking of the type of Hellenistic figure in the hues of which the 
novelistic gospel miracle stories painted Jesus: it was "the divine miracle 
worker [my emphasis]"15, or we might say "the miracle-working theios 
aner," rather than the divine man of the philosophical tradition who exhi-
bited superhuman wisdom and virtue. More recently E. Gallagher, on the 

12 Ferdinand Hahn, The Titles of Jesus in Christology, trans. H. Knight and G. Ogg (London: Lut-
terworth Press, 1969; 1st Germ, ed., 1963), pp. 1 1 - 1 3 , 288 -99 ; further support was lent by 
Dieter Georgi, Die Gegner des Paulus im 2. Korintherbrief, WMANT, 11 (Neukirchen: Neukirchen-
er Verlag, 1964), pp. 114 -67 (recently appearing in Eng. as The Opponents of Paul in Second 
Corinthians [Philadelphia: Fortress Press, 1986]). See Carl Holladay, Theios Aner in Hellenistic-
Judaism, SBLDS, 40 (Missoula, Mont.: Scholars Press, 1977), pp. 2 2 - 4 3 , for an illuminating 
historical survey of the "Hellenistic-Jewish hypothesis." 

13 P. Wülfing von Martitz, "vioc (in Greek)," Theological Dictionary of the New Testament 
(= TDNT), ed. G. Kittel and G. Friedrich, trans, and ed., G. Bromiley, 10 vols. (Grand Rapids: 
Wm. Eerdmans Publishing Co., 1964-76) , 8 :338-40 . On von Martitz's second contention see 
Eduard Schweizer, "Towards a Christology of Mark?" in God's Christ and His People, ed. J. Jer-
vell and W. Meeks (Oslo: Universitetsforlaget, 1977), p. 30. 

14 David Tiede, The Charismatic Figure as Miracle Worker, SBLDS, 1 (Missoula, Mont.: Society of 
Biblical Literature, 1972). 

15 Ibid., p. 290. 
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basis of his study of the christological debate between Origen and Celsus, 
has maintained that though "the proposition that a god or worthy candidate 
for divine status ought to do good for humankind seems to have enjoyed a 
wide currency," it is doubtful whether "there was a native Hellenistic con-
ception of the divine man," but if so "it was certainly a more fluid con-
ception than is portrayed in much contemporary scholarship"16. This is 
because "contemporaries . . . of candidates for divine status in Late Anti-
quity" did not use "a single, rigid 'Hellenistic concept of the divine man' 
as their guideline for evaluation, but rather a shifting and flexible collection 
of categories and criteria which could be adapted to fit the demands of 
particular situations"17. Thus in the final analysis, for Gallagher the state of 
affairs with respect to "the theios aner" is even more complex than for 
Tiede18. 

If the above studies have muddied the waters with reference to "the 
theios aner type," Carl Holladay's Cambridge dissertation has placed a 
question mark beside the deeply rooted hypothesis that the theios aner 
ideology of Hellenism first substantially influenced the emerging church 
not directly, but by means of Hellenistic Judaism19. For Hellenistic-Jewish 
Christians, so this thesis goes, it was inevitable that Jesus would become a 
theios aner since even before the advent of Christianity, Hellenistic Jews 
had found it useful, in the interests of apologetic and missionary propa-
ganda, to assimilate their O.T. heroes to the great Hellenistic theioi andres. 
But after a careful analysis of the relevant evidence in Josephus, Philo, and 
Artapanus, Holladay is led to these two conclusions among others: 

1) It may be true . . . that during the Hellenistic era there occurs a significant shift in Jewish 
thinking which enables Jews more easily to attribute divinity to their Biblical heroes for propa-
gandists purposes, but the evidence for supporting such a contention does not seem to be 
forthcoming from Hellenistic-Jewish apologetic, at least, in the sources we have examined20, 

2) Our study has failed to produce evidence to substantiate the position that Hellenistic-Jews, in 
an effort to propagate their faith to Gentiles, tended to heighten thaumaturgic motifs, either 
in their portrayals of Israel's heroes or in their own understanding of history21. 

These conclusions certainly go against the grain and will continue to be 
debated22, but it is undeniable that Holladay's contribution has and will 
stimulate a critical reassessment of the type of "theios aner hypothesis" 
which was taken over and advanced by authors like Weeden. 

16 Gallagher, Divine Man, p. 177. 
17 Ibid., pp. 176f. 
18 Ibid., pp. 18—22. 
19 Holladay, Theios Aner. 
20 Ibid., p. 236. 
21 Ibid., p. 238. 
22 Cf. the review by William Telford in JTS. N.S., 30 (1979): 246-52. 
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Finally we come to a series of scholars who have objected to the use, 
or at least the overuse, of the theios aner notion to explain the origin and 
christology of the Synoptic — especially the Markan - miracle traditions 
on the ground that their primary interpretative background is provided by 
the O.T. and later Jewish literature. In a short but influential article, O. 
Betz led the attack by positing an early Palestinian-Jewish Sitz im Leben 
for the rise and formulation of two Markan miracle stories (4:35—41; 
5:1—20) which previously had been regularly subsumed under the theios 
aner rubric23. Subsequently, in 1977, Betz and his pupil W. Grimm pro-
duced Wesen und Wirklichkeit der Wunder Jesu, a monograph which, 
significantly, appeared in the series Arbeiten zum Neuen Testament und 
Judentum, and undergirds Betz's earlier essay insofar as it argues for 
deeply rooted correspondences between O.T. and Jesuan miracle tradi-
tions24. Emphasis on such correspondence is easily seen by perusing the 
book's Inhalt2S wherein both O.T. and Jesuan miracles are broken down 
into four sub-groups: Zeichen-Wunder, Theophanien oder Aufleuchtungen, 
Heilungswunder, and Rettungswunder16. 

Along with Betz and Grimm, H. C. Kee and R. Pesch agree that the 
influence of the theios aner on the Markan miracle stories has been over-
played at the expense of the O.T./Jewish background. Both of these 
scholars call special attention to the influence of late Jewish expecta-
tions of a Mosaic eschatological prophet whose miracle-studded ministry 
would immediately precede the Eschaton27. Moreover, Kee has repeatedly 
argued that miracle stories relatively similar in form and content may vary 
in function depending on the cultural/social context. For Kee this means 
that while miracle stories could be told in order to prove the miracle 
worker's divine status, this function need not necessarily be present (e.g., 

23 Otto Betz, "The Concept of the So-called 'Divine Man' in Mark's Christology," in Studies in New 
Testament and Early Christian Literature, ed. D. Aune, NovTSup, 33 (Leiden: E. J. Brill, 1972), 
pp. 229-40 . 

24 Otto Betz and Werner Grimm, Wesen und Wirklichkeit der Wunder Jesu, Arbeiten zum Neuen 
Testament und Judentum, 2 (Frankfurt am Main: Peter Lang, 1977). 

25 P. vii. 
26 This of course does not mean that Betz and Grimm see no differences between O.T. and Gospel 

miracle stories, but that the O.T. provides the main background for understanding the theological 
development which the Gospel stories represent. 

27 H. C. Kee, "Aretalogy and Gospel," JBL 93 (1973): 4 0 2 - 2 2 ; idem, Aretalogies, Hellenistic 
"Lives," and the Sources of Mark, PCCHSHMC, 12 (Berkeley: The Center for Hermeneutical 
Studies in Hellenistic and Modern Culture, 1975), pp. 1 - 2 1 ; idem, Community of the New Age: 
Studies in Mark's Gospel (Philadelphia: Westminster Press, 1977), pp. 17f., 22-29; idem, Mira-
cle in the Early Christian World (New Haven: Yale University Press, 1983), pp. 146 -70 (see also 
his "Excursus on the 'Divine Man, ' " pp. 297-99) ; Rudolf Pesch, Das Markusevangelium (= ME), 
2 vols., HTKNT, 2 (Freiburg: Herder, 1976), 1 :278-81 (also see commentary on individual 
miracle narratives). 
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as in the O.T.), and that it is therefore premature to dub the miracle 
stories which appear in Mark as expressions of a theios aner christology 
simply because they are rather similar to stories which were current in a 
Hellenistic milieu and whose purpose was to document the divinity of a 
given miracle-doer28. 

As a final representative of the reaction against the type of theios aner 
interpretation of Mark's miracle stories to be found in Weeden we may 
mention Richard Glöckner, whose recent book on Neutestamentliche 
Wundergeschichten is an attempt to explore the linguistic and theological 
relationship between N.T. miracle stories and the Psalms, especially "die 
Lob-, Dank- und Klagelieder"29. In turn, "Die theologische Verwandtschaft 
zwischen Psalmen und Wundergeschichten soll die Glaubwürdigkeit der 
Jesus-Erzählungen insofern stützen, als sie wieder näher an ein genuin 
biblisches Entstehungsmilieu herangebracht werden und damit von dem 
Verdacht freikommen, Produkte hellenistisch-heidnischer Religionspropa-
ganda zu sein"30. 

Nevertheless, in spite of the trend which the foregoing studies represent, 
the theios aner has continued to play an important role in interpreting the 
formation and significance of the miracle traditions which, after oral and 
perhaps written transmission, found a home in Mark's Gospel. In this 
regard one can point to such distinguished scholars as Kuhn, Koester, 
Achtemeier, Schenke, Luz, Koch, Anderson, H. D. Betz, and most recently 
Corrington31. Koch is more or less representative when he urges that 

28 See esp. Kee, "Aretalogy and Gospel," pp. 402, 413-16 ; moreover, one of the principal points 
of Kee's Miracle in the Early Christian World is that the meaning and function of miracle varies 
according to the precise historical context. His criticism of the theios aner hypothesis continues 
in his recent title Medicine, Miracle and Magic in New Testament Times, SNTSMS, 55 (Cam-
bridge: Cambridge University Press, 1986), pp. 84f. (including notes 37-38) . 

29 Richard Glöckner, Neutestamentliche Wundergeschichten und das Lob der Wundertaten Gottes 
in den Psalmen, Walberberger Studien, Theologische Reihe, 13 (Mainz: Mathias-GrUinewald-
Verlag, 1983), p. 16. See the earlier study by Dieter Zeller, "Wunder und Bekenntnis," BZ 25 
(1981): 204-22. 

30 Ibid., p. 23. In the same year in America Jack D. Kingsbury registered his complaint against the 
prominence of the theios aner in Markan studies in his The Christology of Mark's Gospel (Phil-
adelphia: Fortress Press, 1983), pp. 33-37 (see his earlier "The 'Divine Man' as the Key to 
Mark's Christology - The End of an Era?" Int 35 (1981): 243-57). For reactions against the 
heavy use of the theios aner to explain the christology of the Johannine miracle stories see W. 
Nicol, The Semeia in the Fourth Gospel: Tradition and Redaction, NovTSup, 32 (Leiden: E. J. 
Brill, 1972), pp. 4 8 - 9 4 ; D. Moody Smith, "The Milieu of the Johannine Miracle Source: A Pro-
posal," in Jews, Greeks and Christians, ed. R. Hammerton-Kelly and R. Scroggs, SJLA, 21 
(Leiden: E.J. Brill, 1976), pp. 164-80. 

31 Heinz-Wolfgang Kuhn, Ältere Sammlungen im Markusevangelium, SUNT, 8 (Göttingen: Van-
denhoeck & Ruprecht, 1971), pp. 191-213; Helmut Koester, "One Jesus and Four Primitive 
Gospels," in J. M. Robinson and H. Koester, Trajectories through Early Christianity (Philadel-
phia: Fortress Press, 1971), pp. 187-93; Paul Achtemeier, "Toward the Isolation of Pre-Markan 
Miracle Catenae," JBL 89 (1970): 265-91; idem, "The Origin and Function of the Pre-Marcan 
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various data "machen deutlich, dass zumindest ein wesentlicher Teil der 
markinischen Wundererzählungen dem Verfasser des Markusevangeliums 
bereits in einer stark hellenistischen Prägung vorgegeben war; sie zeigen 
zugleich, wie der Jesus dieser Wundertraditionen in Analogie zu den als 
göttlich verehrten Thaumaturgen des Hellenismus verstanden werden 
konnte"32. While these scholars and their like-minded predecessors have 
not denied that Jewish thinking, rooted in the O.T. and in later Jewish 
theological developments, played a role in the shaping of the miracle 
traditions inherited by Mark, they nevertheless continue to push strongly 
the interpretative significance of the theios aner for what appear to me as 
three basic reasons: 

1. In the first place, the influence of the theios aner allegedly accounts 
for elements in the miracle traditions which appear to betray reflection on 
Jesus' deia 4>voi<;. Thus with reference to the miracle stories of the pre-
Markan tradition Luz said: 

In die Wundergeschichten können göttlich Züge eindringen und das Bild Jesu prägen, z.B. die 
Proskynese oder Motive von Theophanieschilderungen. Dadurch unterscheidet sich das Bild des 
vormarkinischen Jesus von den in Annäherung an den hellenistischen fleibc ivrip interpretierten, 
aber von Gott unterschiedenen Patriarchengestalten des hellenistischen Judentums, z.B. Moses, 
aber nicht von den hellenistischen deioiävSpe^, für die gerade die Vermischung von Menschli-
chem mit Göttlichem charakteristisch is t"3 3 . 

As one of the clearest examples of this Vermischung Luz and many others 
would point to Mark 6 : 4 5 - 5 2 , a pericope in which O.T. f/zeophanic 
motifs are apparently transferred to Jesus34. And yet because of the strin-
gent monotheism of the Jews who comprised the primitive church in 
Jerusalem and its environs, it is frequently held that those miracle traditions 
which surround Jesus with a divine aura can only have originated, at least 

Miracle Catenae," JBL 91 (1972): 198-221 ; idem, "Gospel Miracle Tradition and the Divine 
Man," Int 26 (1972): 174-97 ; Schenke, Wundererzählungen, pp. 375 -82 ; Ulrich Luz, "Das 
Jesusbild der vormarkinischen Tradition," in Jesus Christus in Historie und Theologie, ed. G. 
Strecker (Tübingen: J. C. B. Mohr [P. Siebeck], 1975), pp. 360 -67 ; Koch, Wundererzahlungen, 
pp. 2 6 - 3 0 ; Anderson, Mark, p. 49; Hans D. Betz, "Gottmensch II," in Reallexikon für Antike 
und Christentum (= RAQ, vols. 1 - , ed., T. Klausner, et al. (Stuttgart: Anton Hiersemann, 
1950-) , 12: 2 9 6 - 3 0 0 (see his earlier article "Jesus as Divine Man," in Jesusand the Historian, 
ed. F. T. Trotter (Philadelphia: Westminster Press, 1968), pp. 114-33) ; Gail P. Corrington, The 
"Divine Man": His Origin and Function in Hellenistic Popular Religion, American University 
Studies, Series VII: Theology and Religion, 17 (New York: Peter Lang, 1986). Considerable 
use of the theios anêr is also made by Karl Kertelge, Die Wunder Jesu im Markusevangelium, 
SANT, 13 (Munich: Kösel-Verlag, 1970), esp. pp. 208f., but he notes that "gilt es, die Begegnung 
und Verquickung von jüdischem Denken und hellenistischen Vorstellungen in den Anfängen der 
Wunderüberlieferung wahrzunehmen" (p. 209), and therefore he will only ascribe "bedingte 
Gültigkeit" to Bultmann's distinction between a Palestinian and Hellenistic stage of the tradition 
(p. 209, n. 36). 

32 Koch, Wundererzählungen, p. 30. 
33 Luz, "Jesusbild," pp. 361f. 
34 Ibid., p. 361, n. 32. 
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in their present form, in a milieu strongly influenced by Hellenistic think-
ing, viz., in Hellenistic-Jewish — or gentile - Christian circles35. 

2. Secondly, since the studies of Weinreich and especially Bultmann, it 
has been impossible to ignore the parallelism between Jesus and various 
miracle-working divine-humans with respect to the types of miracles 
performed and the various motifs which occur in the narratives that relate 
these miraculous happenings36. Of course, the influence of theios aner 
ideology on the Gospel traditions is posited especially in those cases where 
Jewish parallels are either absent or weaker (quantitatively and/or qualita-
tively). Thus, for example, the two miracle stories found in Mk. 7:31—37 
and 8:22—26 are repeatedly regarded as especially good examples of the 
assimilation of Jesus to a theios aner on account of motifs such as the 
use of spittle, manipulations with the hand, "sighing," and miracle-working 
formulae in a foreign language (prjoic pappapin 17)37. Moreover, since the 
celebrated study of O. Bauernfeind Die Worte der Damonen im Markus-
evangelium (1927), scholars such as Bonner, Smith, Hull, Theissen, and 
Aune have pointed to the Papyri Graecae Magicae as a deposit of parallels 
to such Gospel exorcistic motifs as the apotropaic and exorcistic use of 
the opponent's name, the binding formula employing </>I/HOGJ (or Sew, 
KCLTABEOJ), the exorcistic formula e£eX0e . . . , and the banishment of the 
demon to another place or dwelling (epipompe)3*. 

3. Finally, Dibelius, Bultmann and successive form critics have noted a 
basic similarity in structure, or form, between most of the Gospel narra-
tives which relate miracles performed by Jesus and various Hellenistic 
miracle stories whose subject is a theios aner (especially Pythagoras and 
Apollonius of Tyana)39. In both sets of stories a common purpose (to relate 

35 Representative is the discussion in Schenke, Wundererzählungen, pp. 375-82. 
36 Otto Weinreich, Antike Heilungswunder, Religionsgeschichtliche Versuche und Vorarbeiten, 8. 

1 (Giessen: A Töpelmann, 1909); Bultmann, HST, pp. 220-26. 
37 E.g., Kertelge, Wunder, pp. 157-59, 162f.; Schenke, Wundererzählungen, pp. 273, 310; Pesch, 

ME, 1 :392-99; Joachim Gnilka, Das Evangelium nach Markus, 2 vols., EKKNT, 2 (Zurich: Ben-
ziger Verlag, 1978-79), 1:296, 312f. 

38 Otto Bauernfeind, Die Worte der Dämonen im Markusevangelium, BWANT, 3. 8 (Stuttgart: 
Kohlhammer, 1927); Campbell Bonner, "Traces of Thaumaturgic Technique in the Miracles," 
HTR 20 (1927):171-81; idem, "The Technique of Exorcism," HTR 36 (1943):39-49; idem, 
"The Violence of Departing Demons," HTR 37 (1944):334-36; Morton Smith, Clement of 
Alexandria and a Secret Gospel of Mark (Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard University Press, 1973), 
pp. 220-31, 235f.; John Hull, Hellenistic Magic and the Synoptic Tradition, SBT, 2nd Ser., 
28 (London: SCM Press, 1974); Gerd Theissen, The Miracle Stories of the Early Christian Tradi-
tion, trans. F. McDonagh, ed. J. Riches (Philadelphia: Fortress Press, 1983), pp. 57-71 , 85-90 ; 
David Aune, "Magic in Early Christianity," in Aufstieg und Niedergang des römischen Welt 
(= ANRW) II. Principat, 23. 2, ed. H. Temporini and W. Haase (Berlin: W. de Gruyter, 1980), 
pp. 1529-37. 

39 Dibelius, Tradition, pp. 82 -90 ; Bultmann, HST, pp. 220-26. 
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a great miracle) is accomplished through a common pattern: (1) a descrip-
tion of the nature of the distress or situation in need of correction, (2) 
narration of the miracle-producing action, and (3) a conclusion which 
states or confirms the reality of the miracle40. Just as the pagan stories 
were employed to propagandize for various theioi andres, so it is argued 
that the Gospel miracle stories arose in just such a milieu in order to win 
converts to the divine Lord Jesus. 

Thus for these three basic reasons the theios anêr, despite his detractors, 
continues to be an influential ingredient in the exegesis of the evangelical 
miracle traditions. 

IV. Task and Scope of the Present Study 

The basic task of this study is to examine critically the validity of the 
three basic arguments of the foregoing paragraphs with respect to the 
miracle traditions that Mark wove into his Gospel. We therefore restrict 
ourselves to the Gospel of Mark, which is still generally considered to be 
the earliest Gospel and therefore provides the earliest point of access to a 
significant number of miracle traditions associated with Jesus. Further-
more, it has been within the context of the Markan miracle traditions that 
much, if not most, of the recent research on the theios anêr vis-à-vis Chris-
tian origins has been conducted. 

While the results of this investigation may have some bearing on one's 
posture toward the historicity of the Jesuan miracle tradition as a whole, it 
will not be our purpose to deal with matters of historicity but to inquire 
whether the so-called telltale signs of the assimilation of Jesus to a Hellenis-
tic miracle-working theios anêr in the miracle traditions used by Mark are, in 
fact, precisely that, or whether such features, or some of them, may well 
have originated or been formulated within the context of the early Aramaic-
speaking Jewish-Christian communities of Palestine41. 

At this point a word needs to be said about the use of the words "Hellen-
istic" and "Hellenism," as they figure prominently in the hypothesis which 
I seek to test. Actually, as Hengel has cogently shown42 , these terms as 

40 It was with respect to this threefold pattern that R. H. Fuller, Interpreting the Miracles (London: 
SCM Press, 1963), p. 34, described Mk. 1 :29-31 , 7 :31 -37 , and 8 :22 -26 as exhibiting "the pure 
form of a Hellenistic wonder story." More recently, Kertelge, Wunder, p. 204, described how the 
miracle stories used by Mark follow a Hellenistic Erziihlungsschema. 

41 This manner of setting up the alternatives is, at least for now, following the general assumption 
that the "telltale signs" of theios aner ideology would have been alien to the primitive Palesti-
nian-Jewish church - especially the church in Jerusalem. 

42 Martin Hengel, Judaism and Hellenism, trans. J. Bowden, 2 vols. (Philadelphia: Fortress Press, 
1974), 1 :1 -5 . 
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117 
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73 
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136 
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129 
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Romans 
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12:2 
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1 Corinthians 
1:22 
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12:13 
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2 Corinthians 
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Colossians 
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Ber. 

5 . 5 

Git. 
4. 1 
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180 
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3. 8 
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Hul. 
7a 

86a 
105b 

Ket. 
63a 

Kid. 
29b 
43a 

Meg. 
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Ned. 
64b 

Pes. 
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Ber. 

9a 
9d 

13b 

Dem. 
22a 

Hag. 
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160,165f. ,168 
245 
187 
187 
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14d 

Sota 
16d 

Taan. 
66d 

Tosephta 
Ber. 
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21. 2 
21 .4 
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Pesikta Rab Kahana 
5. 8 

32 
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10.4 
12.6 
20. 5 
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39. 11 
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Numbers Rabbah 
11. 2 
15. 13 

Deuteronomy Rabbah 
5. 15 

Ruth Rabbah 
5. 6 
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1:9 

Lamentations Rabbah 
1. 16. 51 

Tanhuma (Buberj 
Bemidbar 3. 15 
Bemidbar 3. 17 
Bemidbar 3. 21 
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Ex. 15:11 

Tg. Yer. 
Gen. 27:25 
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174 
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249 
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249 
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174f. 
174f. 
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196 
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FGrHist 726F3 . 
FGrHist 726F3 . 
FGrHist 726F3 . 
FGrHist 726F3. 
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FGrHist 726F3. 
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FGrtftsf 726F3 . 

61 
3f. 60 
3 . 6 64 
4 - 1 0 6 2 
4 
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7f. 
9 
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63 
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Joseph and Asenath 
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22:4 
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2. 232 
3. 180 
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3. 316 
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8. 4 6 - 4 8 
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59 
60 
60 
60 
60 
60 
60 
60 
60 
60 

72 
69 
69f . 
69 
70 
70 
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59 
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185,187,206,229 
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59 
59,69 
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9. 183 

10. 35 
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10. 268 
14. 2 2 - 2 4 
15. 328f . 
18. 64 
1 9 . 4 
19. 284 
19. 289 
20. 32 
2 0 . 9 7 
20. 98 
20. 1 6 8 - 7 2 
20. 168 
20. 1 6 9 - 7 1 
20. 169 
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Apion. 
1. 232 
1. 279 
2. 153 
2. 1 6 5 - 6 7 
2. 181 
2. 1 9 0 - 9 5 

Bel. 
2. 147 
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2. 2 5 8 - 6 3 
2. 259 
2. 261 
2. 262 
6. 285f. 
6. 295f . 
7 . 4 3 7 - 4 1 
7 . 4 3 8 
7 . 4 3 9 

Philo 
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3 
35 

Conf. 
28 
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70 
59 
59 ,69 
70 
59 
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70 
59,69 
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70 
70 
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128,143,249f . 
250 
250 
2 4 9 - 5 1 
250 
249 
250f. 
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70 
69 
70 
70 
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70 
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70 
250 
2 4 9 - 5 1 
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249f. 
249 
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250 
2 4 9 - 5 1 
250 

168 
168 

168 
66 
168f. 
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Decaí. 
32 

Det. Pot. Ins. 
160ff. 
1 6 0 - 6 2 

Ebr. 
30 

Fuga 
59 
164f. 

Gig. 
1 2 - 1 5 
4 7 - 4 9 

Her. 
205 

Immut. 
53 
138 

Leg. ad Gaium 
21 
95 
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Leg. All. 
3. 177 

Migr. 
42 
87 
168 
173 
174 

Mut. 
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38 
87 
1 2 8 b - 2 9 
1 2 5 - 2 9 
126 
181f. 

Plant. 
14 

Post. C. 
7 5 - 7 8 
91 

67 

153 
67 

67 

66 
168f. 

66 
66 

168f. 

67 
59 

194 
123 
67 

168f. 

67 
168 
169 
168 
169 

168f. 
67 
66 
168f. 
153 
66 
169 
67 

66 

66 
168 

Prob. 
4 2 - 4 4 

ßu. Ex. 
2. 13 
2. 29 
2. 39 
2. 40 
2 . 4 6 
2. 54 

13.39 
Frag. 1 (Marcus) 

Qu. Gen. 
1. 55 
1. 85 
2. 54 
2. 62 
3. 10 
3. 11 
4. 74 

Sacr. 
2 
5 
6f. 
7 
8 - 1 0 
9 

Som. 
1 . 5 7 
1. 115 
1. 2 2 7 - 2 9 
1. 2 3 0 - 3 3 
1. 2 3 4 - 3 7 

1. 239 
2. 189 
2. 222f. 
2. 2 2 7 - 3 4 
2. 237 
2. 1 8 5 - 8 9 

Spec. Leg. 
4. 147 

Kirf. 
177 

K Mos. 
1. 27 
1 . 5 7 
1. 1 5 5 - 5 7 
1. 158 
1. 201 f. 

67 

169 
66 
169 
66,173 
66 
67 
169 
67 

67 
66 
67 
169 
66 
66 
66 

65 
65f. 
65 
66 
65 
153 

169 
168 
169 
168 
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168 
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65 
66 
66 

123 

67f . 

65 
123 
68,152 
66,153,173 
68 
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Accius 
Astyanax 

Aelian 
Nat. An. 

1. 57 
9. 33 

16. 28 

Var. Hist. 
1. 1 
2. 26 
4. 17 

12. 51 
Frag. 89 (Hercher) 

Aelius Aristides 
Or. 
38. 1-24 
38. 10 
38. 20 
38. 21 
39. 15 
42. 1 
42. 10 
45. 29 
45. 33 
48.21 

Aelius Spartianus 
Vit. Hadr. 
25 
25. 1 - 4 

Aeschylus 
Ag. 
1019-24 
1 2 0 2 - 1 2 
1279-84 

Prom. Vinct. 
1027 

Sept. 
5 6 8 - 9 6 
5 8 7 - 8 9 

22 

114,218 
203 
218 

123 
38,47 
38f.,47 
28,39 
202 

26 
26,203 
27 
19 
189-91 
193 
193 
193 
193f.,202 
227 

88,114 
188,191 

24 
21 
21 

25 

18 
18 

Agatharchides (Müller, GGM) 
De Mari Erythraeo 

7 30 

Alexis (Kock, CAF) 
Frag. 136 28 

Amelesagoras (FHG) 
Frag. 2 25 

Ammonius Marcellinus 
14. 8. 3 20 
2 9 . 2 . 1 8 114 

Andren 
FGrHist 10F13 32 

Anthologia Graeca 
5 .11 193 
5. 225 26 
7. 8f. 30f. 
7. 8 30 
9. 143f. 193 
9 .631 26 

Anthologia Latina (Riese) 
718 193 

Anthologia Palatina 
6. 330 201 

Antiphanes 
Metragyrtes (Edmonds, FAQ 
Frag. 154 189,221 

Antoninus LiOeralis 
Met. 
17 

Apollodorus 
Bibl. 

1 . 2 . 4 
1. 3. 2 
1. 4. 3 
1. 8. 2 
1 . 9 . 9 

19 

25 
31 
146 
17 
29f. 
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3. 6 . 4 18 2. 923 20 
3. 6. 7 19f. 3. 9 1 6 - 2 6 20 
3. 6. 8 18 4. 6 1 1 - 1 7 25 
3. 7. 2f. 19 4. 9 0 4 - 9 31 
3. 10. 1 28 4. 1502 20 
3. 10. 3 24f. 
3. 10. 8 26 
3. 12. 5 21 Apollonius of Tyana 

3. 13. 8 22,25 Epistles 
3. 15. 2 29 8 75 

11 75 
Epit. 16 75 

3. 20 80 44 75 
5. 8 26 47 75 
5. 17 21 48 75 
6. 2 - 4 23 50 43,75 
6. 3f. 23 52 75 
6. 3 23 62 75 
6. 4 23 69 75 

Apollonius Paradoxographei Appian 
Mir. Bell. Civ. 

1 35,239 41 123 
2 34 
3 35 Apuleius 
4 33 Apol. 
5 40 26 53,58 
6 38f.,41,184 31 44,58 

42 215 
Apollonius Rhodius 90 58 
Argon. 

58 

1. 23f. 31 
1. 2 6 - 3 1 30 De deo Soc. 

1. 26 f. 30 20 55 

1. 65f. 20 
1. 118-21 16 Flor. 
1. 139-45 20 15 58 
1. 142 20 19 80,192 
1. 156-60 29 

80,192 

1. 156 29 
1. 179-84 29,146 Met. 
1. 179-81 29 11 122 
1. 2 1 1 - 1 3 29 11. 23f. 118 
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Aristophanes 
PI. 
637 227 
639f. 227 
653-748 191 
736 218 
737f. 221 
746 221 

Ran. 
1033 32 

Aristotle 
De Pythagoreis 

Frag. 1 (Ross) 184 
Frag. 2 (Ross) 40,65 
Frag. 191 (Rose) 184,239 
Frag. 640. 20 (Rose) 26 

Rhet. 
3. 17. 10 (1418a) 35 

Arrian 
Anab. 

2 . 5 . 9 19 
7 . 1 4 . 5 194 

Asclepiades Tragilus 
FGrHist 12F21 29 
FGrffist 12F22 21 

Athenaeus 
7. 289a-f 28 
7. 289c 28 
8.334c 123 

11.470d 193 
13 .597b-c 31 
13.605c 34 
14. 632c 32 

Callimachus 
Hymn. 

5 . 5 7 - 6 7 20 
5 . 7 0 - 1 3 0 19 
5. 129f. 20 
Frag. 191 (Pfeiffer) 41 

Callistratus 
Descript. 

1 3 Of. 

Calluthus 
Rap tu Helenae 
392-94 21 

Calpurnius (PLM) 
3. 86 194 

Carmen Naupactium (Kinkel, E G F) 
Frag. l l f . 24 

Carminum Minorum 
18. 19f. 30 

Cassiodorus 
De Artibus ac Disciplinis Liberalium Litterarum 
586 41 

Catullus 

68B 193 

Chariton 
De Chaerea et Callirhoe 

3. 3 234 
Cicero 
Div. 

1.6.11 16 
1. 33. 72 22 
1 .40 .88 18,20 
1. 54. 123 54 
2 .11 .26 16 
2 . 2 6 . 5 5 188,196 

Leg. Man. 
48 88,194 

Nat. Deo. 
3. 22 62 

Claudian 
Raptus Proserpinae 

2 (Praef.). 1 - 8 30 
2(Praef.). 13 -28 30 

Clearchus (Wehrli) 
Frag. 10 38 

Columella 
Rust. 
10. 348 25 

Conon 
Narr. 

FGrHist 26F1. 6 23 
FGrHist 26F1. 18 221 
FGrHist 26F1. 34 22 
FGrHist 26F1. 45. 2 31 
FGrHist 26F1. 45. 3 30 
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Cornutus 
Theol. Graec. 
33 

Crinagoras 
51 

Demosthenes 
De Cor. 
129 

De Fai. Leg. 
249 

24f. 

188 

27 

27 

Dicaearchus 
Frag. 36 (Wehrli) 38 
Frag. 60, 6 (Muller, 
FHG) 18 

Dictys Cretensis 
Ephemeris Belli Troiani 

1. 14 26 
1. 21 22 
2 . 6 26 
2. 10 26 

Dio Cassius 
4 1 . 4 6 88 
41. 46. 2 - 4 194 
6 5 . 8 . 1 87,218 
66. 81 1 8 9 - 9 1 
67. 18. 1 84 
77. 18. 4 84 

Dio Chrysostom 
Or. 

3. 30f. 147 
32. 62f. 30 
32. 62 29 
3 5 . 9 30 
3 6 . 4 0 58f. 
7 8 . 1 9 31 

Diodorus Siculus 
1 . 1 3 . 5 62 
1. 15. 1 62 
1. 15. 3 62 
1. 16. 1 62 
1. 17. l f . 62 
1 . 1 7 . 3 62 
1 . 1 8 . 6 62 
1 . 1 9 . 7 62 
1 .21 . 5f. 62 
1 . 2 1 . 6 62 
1 . 2 1 . 7 62 
1. 21. 9ff. 62 

1. 22. 1 62 
1. 25. 5 191 
1. 2 7 . 4 62 
1. 54. 2 62 
1. 54. 3 62 
1 .55 62 
1. 55. 2 62 
1. 55. 12 62 
1. 56. l f . 62 
1. 56. 2 62 
1 . 5 7 62 
1 .57 . 2 62 
1. 94. 1 62 
1. 94. 2 58 
2. 14. 4 62 
3. 56. 4f. 93 
4. 24. 5 221 
4. 25 32 
4. 25. 2 30 
4. 2 5 . 4 31 
4. 38. 1 - 4 234 
4. 38. 4f. 52 
4. 43. l f . 142,192 
4. 43. 1 31 
4. 48. 5f. 31,193f 
4. 65. 5f. 18 
4. 65. 8 18 
4. 67. 1 19 
4 . 6 8 . 4 17 
4. 68 29 
4. 71 26 
4. 71. 1 24f. 
4. 7 1 . 4 26 
4. 8 1 . 5 123 
5. 7 4 . 6 25 

10. 6. 1 41 
36. 13. 3 221 
37. 30. 2 30 

Diogenes Laertius 
Prooem 1. 3 32 

1. 2 58 
1. 109 35 
1. I l i 35 
1. 114 35f. 
1 115 35f. 
1. 116 40 
5. 1 26 
8. 2 53 
8. 4 47 
8 . 5 35 
8. 11 38f.,47 
8. 14 47 
8. 15 46f. 
8. 20 47 
8. 21 47 
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8. 36 47 
8. 41 47 
8 .45 47 
8. 54 51 
8.56 51 
8 .59 51f.,194 
8. 6 0 - 6 2 52,192 
8. 60 52,194 
8. 61 52 
8. 62 51 
8. 67f. 53 
8. 67 52,192,224 
8. 69 52f.,192,203 
8. 70 53,111 

Dionysius of Halicarnassus 
Ant. Rom. 

1. 64. 4f. 234 
1 .64 .4 71 
2 . 5 6 . 2 71 
7 227 
7.68 189 

Dionysius Scytobrachion 
FGrHist 32F14 31 

Empedocles 
Frag. 99 (Wright)=DA: 
31B129 38 
Frag. 101 (Wright)=0iT 
31B111 51,194 
Frag. 102 (Wright)=ßA' 
31B112 51,111 

Ennius 
Iph. 
242 22 

Ephippus (Kock, CAF) 
Frag. 17 

Epictetus 
4. 8. 28f. 

Eumelus (Kinkel) 
Frag. 12 

Euphorion (Meineke) 
Frag. 77 

Euripides 
Ale. 

3f. 
122-29 
124 
357-62 

28 

188f.,191 

28 

29 

25 
24 
25 
30 

Andr. 
293-308 

Bacch. 
143f. 
443 -50 
449 
509-657 
509ff. 
560-64 
582 
603 
704-11 
1329 

Hec. 
87 

Hercl. 
910-16 

¡on. 
1549-56 

Iph. Aut. 
87-93 
528 -33 
705 
1211f. 

Iph. Taur. 
15-21 

Phoen. 
823f. 

Supp. 
925 

Tro. 
353-405 
444-57 
448 -50 

Favorinus (Barigazzi) 
Frag. 73 

21 

195 
197 
226 
63 
197 
30 
63 
63 
93,195 
118 

16 

52 

214 

22 
22 
25 
30 

22 

29 

18 

21 
21 
21 

46 

Fragmenta Orphicorum (Kern) 
Frag. 40 25 

Galen 
Subfìguratio Empirica 
10 188 

Harpocration 
""Aßapic" 32f. 
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Hegesander (FHG) 
Frag. 5 28 

Heliodorus 
6 . 1 5 . 5 215 

Hellanicus 
FGrHist 4F73 53 
FGrHist 4F95 21 
FGrffisf 4F125 29 

Heraclides Ponticus (Wehrli) 
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Frag. 275 19 
Frag. 278 23 

Hieronymus of Rhodes (Wehrli) 
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Isocrates 
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4. 2a -3a 
10. 2 
35. la—c 

26 
34 
26 

Ver. Hist. 38. 3c- f 34 
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Meta. 
2. 608f. 
2. 626-32 
2. 642-45 
3. 316-38 
3. 339-50 
3. 696-700 
6. 177-79 
6. 702-13 
6. 714-18 
7. 197-202 
7. 255ff. 
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1. 34. 3 
1. 34.4 
1. 44 .5 
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1. 2 
1. 3 
1 . 4 
1 . 5 
1 . 6 
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80.84 
77 
77 
39,47,78,80,186,214 
76,80 
80,194 
31 
80,194 
80 
77 
78,186,206,21 If . , 
223,226 
77 
7 8 , 1 8 6 , 2 4 1 
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FGrHist 257F36. 4 
FG>/ftsr 257F38 

19 
35 

Phylarchus 
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3 .407C-D 24f. 
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28.6. 31 
28. 6. 32 
28. 7. 35 -39 
28. 7. 36 
28. 7. 37 
29. 1 .3 
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Quomodo adulator ab amico internoscatur 
7 (5 2E) 

Rom. 
27. 3 - 2 8 . 3 
28 
28.5 

Ser. Num. Pun. 
28 (566B) 
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234 
34 
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4. 61 

Seneca 
Her. Fur. 
262f. 
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1.4. 112 -14 
2. 2. 6 0 - 6 2 

Theb. 
3. 520f. 
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Calais and Zetes 
Calming the sea 

29 
134,141-45,152,193-
95,21 Of.,244,252,255, 
259 

Catenae (cf. Miracle traditions) 
Celsus 5,75 
Charismatics.Judean, 
and miracle-working 
rabbis 107 ,127-32 ,185-87 , 

206-8,212f. ,222f. ,229, 
265 

Christ (cf. Jesus) 
Church 
early Judean, Aramaic-
speaking 8 ,10 f„96-101 ,103-

10,112,117,124,131, 
139-42 ,144 ,152-55 , 
162,170f.,175,179, 
181f. ,194f. ,197-200, 
232,237,240-42,245, 
248f.,251f.,254f.,261 — 
65 

Hellenistic-Jewish 98-101,117,145,152f„ 
155,179,188,194f„ 
220,240,254,261,264 

Command, used in 
miracle-working 128—33,23 If. 

Cynics, Cynicism 90f.,93f. 

Daemonic status 

Damis 
Daniel 

David 

14,49-51,75,81,83, 
90,95 
74f. ,77,80-83 
59,112,203,226,228, 
258 
105,108,112,123,129, 
134,144,159,171f„ 
184,186,244,246,250, 
260 
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Demonstration of 
miracle 

Diogenes the Cynic 
Dionysus 
Dismissal of recipients 
of miracle 

Divination (cf. Seers) 
and miracle-working 
modes of 

Divine Man (cf. Theios 
Anêr) 

Doors/gates opening 
miraculously 

Doubt , skepticism, and 
ridicule 
directed toward the 
miracle worker 

Drugs, used in healing 
Duration of the distress 
to be miraculously 
remedied 

222f. ,232 
14,94 
56,63f. ,85,195 

223f. 

95 
15f.,47,50,55 

63 ,135 ,197 -99 

205,231 
17,25 

Elijah 

Elisha 

Empedocles 

Enoch 
as Metatron 
as Son of Man 

Epimenides 

Epiphany 

of Jesus 
Eschatology (cf. King-
dom of God) 

Euhemerism 
Euphemus 
Exclusion of onlookers 
during performance of 
miracle 

Exorcism 

201,231 

14,59,71,94,110,112, 
115 ,119 ,127-29 ,135 , 
143,149,175,180,192, 
196,201,204,214f. , 
223f. ,228,234f. ,245, 
258,260 
59 ,110 ,112 ,115f . ,127-
29,137,143,175f. ,180, 
188 ,192 ,196 ,202-5 , 
214-16 ,223f . , 227 , 
242f. ,245,253,258, 
260 

36,38 ,51-53 ,90 ,96 , 
102,111,192,194 
71f. ,119,135,184,234f. 
166f. 
121,160,162 
3 5 - 3 7 , 4 2 , 9 2 , 9 4 - 9 6 , 
102,194 
141,145,151,214f. ,226, 
231,233 
3,141,145,151,233 

64 
29,146 

215f. 
78f. ,86,91,110f. , l 15, 
129 -31 ,134 ,144 ,185 -
8 7 , 2 0 2 - 1 4 , 2 2 3 f „ 
229f. ,249 

ascertaining the demon 
name 
aversion and resistance 
toward exorcist 
commands for silence 
commands that exor-
cise demons 
concession, request for 
by demon 
formulae for 
performed by Jesus 

prevention of demon's 
return 
rebuke of demon 
silencing of demon 

Ezekiel 

Failure of previous 
sources of power 
Falling down before 
miracle worker 

Fear and distress, 
alleviation of 

Flight, miraculous 
power of 

Formgeschichtliche 
Schule 

2 0 8 - 1 0 , 2 3 0 

2 0 5 - 8 , 2 3 0 
150,210f. 

211f. ,230 

213f. 
9 , 1 8 7 , 2 0 6 - 8 , 2 1 0 - 1 3 
78,86,110f. ,134,144, 
150 ,186f . ,193 ,202-14 , 
222f . ,240f . ,243-45 , 
247f.,251f., 258 

212 
134f. 
210f. 
180,184 

202f. ,230 

204f. ,231 

214f. ,233 

29,32 

2f.,239 

Gift miracle (cf. multi-
plication of food) 

Gnosticism 125 
God (cf. Yahweh) 

Hadrian 
Hand, use of in miracle-
working (cf. Touch) 

Hanina ben Dosa 

Healing, miraculous 
of blindness 

88,114,188,191 

of deafness 
of dumbness 

of fever 
of hemorrhage 
of leprosy 
of paralysis/lameness 
of withered hand 

Hekhaloth literature 
Hellenism 
Hellenization of 

Palestine 

130f. , l 87f. ,207f. ,213, 
222f. ,228f. ,260,265 

191,215,218f. ,222, 
227,242 
190,216,218,241f. ,259 
190,216,218,231,241f„ 
259 
188,222f. ,230 
190,224 
188f. ,242,244f. ,253 
189,222,230f. ,242,259 
189f. 
122,166f. ,169 
lOf. 

23 If . ,265 
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Heracles/Hercules 14,29,56,77,85,90f., 94, 
147,192,234 

Hermes 63f.,93,123 
Hermotimus of Clazo-
menae 35,96,102 

Heroes and Heroic 
Status 16-19,29,32,34,62, 

95f. 
Honi the Circle Drawer 130-32,222,229,260, 

265 

Iarchas and Indian sages 85-87,114,186,189, 
191,195,206 

Immediate occurrence 
of miracle 221 f. 

Imouthes 14f.,56f. 
Incarnation 
of the Son of God 124 
of the soul 36-39,41,44,47f.,77, 

86,89 
Isis 48,62,191 

169,198,207 Jacob 
Jesus 
as agent (saltah) 180-82,245,259,263 
"amen," use of 177 
ascension of 155 
assimilation to God/ 
divine being 1,3-5,8,97-182,263 
authority of 133,137-41,145,152, 

176-79,243-45,259, 
263 

baptism of 11,98-101,103,109, 
117,184f.,233 

divine sonship 98-101,103-9 ,117 
empty tomb of 197-99 ,234-38 
enthronement/accession 
to God's right hand 105,112,120f., 154, 

179,182,263 
filial relationship to 
God/use of abba 105-8 
glory of 120f.,124,175,182, 

260 
as the Holy One of 
God 110 
and the Holy Spirit 99f.,103,109f.,184f. 
as Messiah 98f.,101,104-7, 

109,112,121,124,145, 
154,179,182,241,251, 
259f.,264 

High Priestly Messiah 104,110 
royal Messiah 104f.,107f.,245-48, 

250,256 
messianic reign 98-101,104f . ,107-9, 

112,120,154.,182 

miracle-working of (cf. 
also Miracle-working) 
autonomy of 127-33 ,142-44 
compassion and mercy, 
expression of 245-48 
historicity of 132,186f.,193,197, 

235-38,262,264 
and Kingdom of God 240f.,265 
by power of God 128,131,259 
secrecy, commands to 224f.,229 
by the Spirit 127,131,244 
and theophanic 
features 142f.,145-52,162, 

179,233 
parousia of 99,101,104,109,120, 

155,162,170f.,179 
pre-existence of 124-26 
as a prophet (cf. Mosaic 
eschatological prophet) 137f.,254,257,259 
resurrection of 99f.,104f.,109,119-21, 

124-26,143,146,154f., 
171,179,197-99,223, 
234-38,263 

as Son of David 246-48 
as Son of God/the Son 103-7,109,117 142, 

184f, 
as Son of Man 104f.,109,121,124f., 

140f.,145,155-57, 
170f.,182,264f. 

as Strong Man 243f. 
subordination to 
Yahweh 107,128,131f„ 263f. 
table fellowship with 
sinners 140 
Transfiguration of 1 l,71,100f.,104,117-

24,141,171,215,233, 
25 3f. 

as Wisdom of God 125f. 
worship of 97, l l l f . ,161,182 

Jonah 137,142,196,202,226, 
255 

Joseph 59f., 181,222,257 
Josephus 5,69-72,101f.,129, 

153,175,212,249f. 
Joshua 129,249,257 

Katabasis 30,41,46f.,53 
Kingdom of God (cf. 
Jesus) 

Languages miraculously 
understood 16,80f.,84 

Logos, of Philo 168f.,175 

Machaon 
sons of 

2 5 - 2 7 
27 
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Magic/magicians 91,93,102,115,118, anër, use as 3,10,93,224,239,265 
121-23,128,146,191, rabbinic (cf. Charismatics) 
195,206,209-13,215- Miracle-working 
22,224f.,227,229,231 of apostles 127 -32 

and miracle 14 autonomously 
Mark, redactional ac- performed 127-33,143f. ,219 
tivity of ll,149f.,215,221,223— as a criterion for divine 

25,234,259 status 4 - 5 , 1 3 , 1 5 , 4 0 - 4 2 , 4 4 -
Maternity, divine 14,20,31f.,36,89,92, 49,68,72,81f. ,92-95, 

95,102 239 
Melampus 16f.,102 by power of God 127f.,l 30-32,144 
Melchizedek, in Monotheism 8,13,97,120,152,157, 
llQMelch 157-59,244 163,180-82,263f. 
assimilated to God 158f.,162f. (Mosaic) eschatologica 
and Michael 159 prophet 6,99f., 108,110,112,119 

Menander 73 125,195f.,242,244, 
Menecrates of Syracuse 27,102 2 5 0 - 5 6 
Merkabah mysticism 166,169 Moses 14f. ,59-72,94,97,102, 
Messiah (cf. Jesus) 108,118f.,123,143,149, 
in Jewish expectation 121,134,138,154-57, 166,169,176,180,188, 

159-63 ,171-73 ,186 , 214,222,226,235 
226,243f. divinity of 6 0 - 7 2 , 1 3 3 , 1 5 3 , 1 7 3 -

assimilated to God 1 5 9 - 6 3 , 1 7 1 - 7 3 75 
in 4 Ezra 161f. kingship of 61,173f.,181 
High Priestly messiah 244 law of 176 
a miracle worker 239,245-56,259 miracle-working of 6 0 - 6 4 , 6 8 - 7 2 , 1 2 7 f „ 
royal messiah 244-46 ,248-51 ,256 143f.,152f.,196,203, 
shepherd king 2 4 6 - 4 8 222f. ,227,242,249-53, 

Messianic secret 150 255,257,260 
Metatron 160,164f.,169,181 polytheism of 62,64 
bears the name YHWH 1 6 5 - 6 8 subordination to 
enthroned in heaven 164 -67 Yahweh 63f. ,66-67,70,72 

Michael 244 as type of the messiah 2 4 9 - 5 1 
Miracle stories (cf. Miracle traditions) Multiplication of food 195f.,222f.,243,248, 
Miracle traditions 250f. ,253-55 
in the Gospels, espe- Musaeus 32 ,62-64 
cially Mark Music 
catenae 12,94,186 use in charming 28,30f. 
function of 6f . ,93f . ,241-61 use in healing 17,45,48f.,52 
genre of Mystery religions 118,121-23 
empty tomb narrative 2 3 4 - 3 8 
miracle stories 2 3 8 - 6 1 
Hellenistic influence on 3,7-10,13,93f. ,97, Names, use of in miracle-

110-13,115,143,200f. , working 9,127,129f. ,206-10, 

220,224,229f.,239f., 222 

264f. Nechepso-Petosiris 57f. 

motifs 200-28 ,230 Nectanebus 15,55f. 

portrayal of Jesus as a 
200-28 ,230 

Nigidius Figulus 93 

divine being 8,94,97-182,200 Novellen 3,13,233,238 
Psalms, in the 7,245 
structure of 9-10,15,43,50,78f. , 

86,92,193f.,200,233, Oracular Shrines 19f.,23 

238-40,260f . Origen 5 

theophanic motifs in 8 ,142f . ,145-52 Orpheus 28,30-32,62,84,102, 

propaganda for theios 142,194 propaganda for theios 
Ostanes 93 
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Parallels 
between Gospel and Hellenistic 
miracle traditions 
in motifs 

in structure 

in themes 

Paternity, divine 

Paul 
Peregrinus 
Periclymenus 
Peter 
Philo 

Philostratus 
Podalirius 
Poseidon 

Postmortem appear-
ances 

Power 
Prayer, used in miracle-
working 127-32,143f.,195, 

217,219,222f. 
Prison escape, 
miraculous 63 

Prophecy (cf. Super-
natural knowledge) 

Proteus 23,29,81-83,90f. 
Pyrrhus 28,114,116 
Pythagoras 4,9,14,35-53,58,75, 

89,92f.,95f.,102,114, 
125,184,194,227,239 

Q 3,105f.,l 08,126,132f., 
155,189,192,212,241f„ 
247,253-55 

Qumran 253 

Raising the dead 192f.,197-99,222f„ 
231,234-38,242-45 

Rebuke, in miracle-
working 130f.,134f.,142,144, 

152,210-12 
Redactional activity 
of Mark 11,98 

Redeemer myth, ascending/ 
descending 117,124-26 

Religionsgeschich tliche 
Schule 2,117,125,239,263 

Resurrection, general, 
transformation of the 
righteous 119f.,122f. 

Rhesis Barbarike 9,188,216-21,224,229 

Samaritans 64,71-73,158f.,164, 
170,174f.,175,181 

Samson 110 
Samuel 105,112,143,226,258 
Sarapis 48,87f. , l l l ,193f. ,231 
Saul 105,112,129,134 
Secrecy, command to 224f.,229 
Seers 15-23,96,102 
Shem 158 
Sighing, as a thauma-
turgical technique 9,128,132,216-18,229 

Sign prophets of 
Josephus 249-51,258 

Signs (and wonders) 60,248,250-52,254-
58 

Signs source of John 252 
Simon Magus 73,102 
Snakes and divination 16,21 
Socrates 5 4 - 5 5 
Solomon 59,127,134,175,206-

10,244,249 
Son of God (cf. Paternity, 
Maternity, Jesus) 

Son of Man (cf. Jesus) 
in Daniel 140f.,154-57,160,162, 

164,170f.,182 
in Similitudes of Enoch 159-62,172,226,244 

Song (cf. Music) 
Soul journeys 34—36 
Spittle, use of in miracle-
working 9,218f.,230 

Strafwunder 196f.,204,222f. 
Supernatural knowledge 15-23 ,31-33 ,35-41 , 

44,48,53-56,61,75-
81,83,85f.,92f.,135— 
37,152,231 

253 

201f. 

1-13,94,102,111,145, 
154,240,243,263,265f. 
1 
36,67,69,75,83,94f. 
2,4f.,97,99,101f.,104, 
133,145,152 

3,93f.,152,265 
14 

9,50,78,80,86f.,92, 
96,112—17,128—35, 
200-232,263 
9f.,31,50,78-80,86f., 
92,234-242 
31,78,80,86f.,92,96, 
117-24 ,135-37 ,145-
52,231,263 
14,20f.,23,26,29f„ 
37f.,42,48,57,59f.,63, 
83,92,95,98f. 
188,257 
88,90f.,93,102 
29 
129 
5,64-69,10 If.,15 2f., 
168-70 ,173-75 
15 
25-27,89 
21,23,29f.,95,146,193, 
207 

34,83,92 
28,113,115f.,153,185 

Teacher of Righteous-
ness 

Tendency to unhappy 
ending 
Theios aner 
christology 

definition 
designation 
in Hellenistic Judaism 

miracle stories as pro-
paganda for 

relationship to gods 
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representatives 1 3 - 9 6 
technical term, as a 4 ,94f„ 
type 2 -5 ,13 ,60 ,87 f . , 94 ,96 , 

263 
Theophany 
fear in the face of 142f . ,150f . ,160 

Theudas 129,143 
Touch, used in miracle-
working 1 1 2 - 1 7 , 2 3 1 
Traditionsgeschich te 
of Gospel miracle 
stories 2 f . , l l , 9 4 , 9 9 , 1 4 2 f „ 

152f. ,187f . ,220,229f. , 
262f . ,265f . 

"Two Powers" heresy 1 6 3 - 6 5 , 1 6 9 

Vespasian 87f . ,102,111,114, 
185 ,189 ,191 ,204 ,212 , 
218 

Vice-regency 167,181f. 

Walking on the sea 1 3 4 , 1 4 1 , 1 4 5 - 5 2 , 
215,233,252,255 

Wisdom 
of the East 15,96 
of God and Jesus 125f. 

Wonder, in response to 
miracle 2 2 5 - 2 7 , 2 3 2 

Wundergeschichten 3 ,233,238 

Yahoel 1 5 9 , 1 6 7 - 7 0 
Yahweh 
banishes angels/demons 213f. 
binds demons, etc. 
functions and speech 
transferred to Jesus 

glory of 
as God Most High 
as healer 

" I am He" revelatory 
formula 

name(s) of 

and the sea 

throne of, sat upon 
by Moses 

Zalmoxis 
Zeus 

Zoroaster 

211 

1 3 3 - 1 8 2 , 2 4 4 
118f . ,149,175,182 
103f. 
187f . ,191,202f . ,205, 
244 

15 l f . ,176 
1 0 3 , 1 5 8 f . , 1 6 2 - 7 0 , 
1 7 2 - 7 5 , 1 8 1 , 2 2 2 
1 3 4 , 1 4 1 f . , 1 4 4 , 1 4 7 - 4 9 , 
194,202f . ,211,226, 
244 ,252 ,257 ,259 

61 

53 ,96 ,102 
18f . ,24,28f . ,42,47,61, 
6 3 , 7 7 , 8 3 , 9 0 - 9 3 , 9 5 , 
103,192,234 
15,58f. 
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