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Preface

The essays collected in this volume have been written over the past 25 years, 
the 1992 essay shortly after my return from Manila, Philippines, where I had 
been teaching at the Asia Theological Seminary. It continues to be the norm, 
or at least the aspiration, of most European New Testament scholars to engage 
in research and writing across all the major areas of New Testament research, 
from Jesus to Paul and to the early church, utilizing philological and historical 
methods and newer approaches to literary texts to elucidate the world of the 
earliest Christians and the meaning of their texts in context, while also focus-
ing their questions and the synthesis of the results of their research on the the-
ological concerns and implications of the life and teaching of Jesus, Paul, and 
the early church. This variegated interest has informed my research, teaching, 
and writing since my doctoral studies at the University of Aberdeen and as I 
have taught in Manila, Wiedenest, Gießen, Deerfield/Chicago, and Hamil-
ton/Boston. Twenty-five years ago, there were not many New Testament 
scholars who wrote on the missionary work of the early church, nor even on 
the missionary work of Paul. This has changed considerably. My own research 
interests have turned again and again to the realities of the work of Jesus, 
Paul, John, and the early church, as the following essays indicate. 
 Most of the essays published in this volume were written as a response to 
invitations to contribute to Festschriften and other essay volumes, or as pres-
entations at conferences. The essays have been harmonized as far as format is 
concerned, and infelicities have been eliminated; they have not been updated 
in the light of more recent research. The bibliographies at the end of each 
essay list the primary sources and the secondary literature referred to in the 
essay. 
 I am most grateful to Professor Jörg Frey for accepting the volume for the 
WUNT series, to Dr. Henning Ziebrizki and Katharina Gutekunst from Mohr 
Siebeck for facilitating the publication with the cheerfulness and competence 
that continue to be the trademark of Mohr Siebeck, and to Bettina Gade and 
Elena Müller for their editorial work on the manuscript. I am again grateful to 
Steve Siebert of Nota Bene for a wonderful word-processing software that 
allows the production of camera-ready manuscripts. I thank my assistant Kelly 

  

  



R. Bailey for help with the manuscript, especially with the indexes. Above all, 
I thank my wife Barbara for her cheerful and unstinting support during all 
these years living and working in Asia, Europe, and North America.
 This volume is dedicated to Bob Yarbrough, who initiated my move to 
the North America and was a colleague at Trinity Evangelical Divinity School 
in Deerfield/Chicago, and to Hans Bayer and Craig Blomberg – all fellow 
doctoral students at the University of Aberdeen when I. H. Marshall modeled 
New Testament scholarship at its highest levels while contributing to the life 
and mission of the church, who now teach at Covenant Theological Seminary 
in St. Louis and in Denver Seminary, respectively, and who continue to be 
friends, always ready with a word of encouragement.

Hamilton, Mass., Mai 2018                                                  Eckhard J. Schnabel
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1. Jesus and the Beginnings of the Mission
to the Gentiles

In his Inaugural lecture, I. H. Marshall asserted that “Jesus saw his task as the 
renewal of the people of Israel who had fallen away from the true relationship 
to God. Although he restricted his activity almost exclusively to the Jews, he 
showed a particular concern for the poor and the outcasts of society, which 
suggests that in principle he was open to the inclusion of Samaritans and Gen-
tiles under God’s Kingdom”.1 Among the implications regarding the common 
basis in the teaching of Jesus, Paul and John, he pointed out that “for all the 
three teachers the salvation events are regarded as the fulfilment of Old Testa-
ment prophecy and that the area of fulfilment is the people of Israel now open 
in its membership, at least in principle, to all who accept Jesus as Lord”.2
 Indeed, Jesus has been called “the primal missionary”: his conduct was the 
starting point of the early Christian mission.3 Since the early Christian move-
ment saw the mission to the Gentiles as a logical feature of its mission,4 the 
issue of Jesus’ position regarding the Gentiles is of fundamental importance.5 
This question has been answered in basically two ways.6 First, Jesus did not 

  

  

───────────────
1 I. Howard Marshall, “Jesus, Paul and John”, Aberdeen University Review 51 (1985): 18–

36 (= I. Howard Marshall, “Jesus, Paul and John”, in Jesus the Saviour: Studies in New Testa-
ment Theology [London/Downers Grove: SPCK/InterVarsity Press, 1990], 35–56, esp. 42). 
The Inaugural lecture to the Chair of New Testament Exegesis in the University of Aberdeen 
was delivered on 9 November 1983.

2 Marshall, “Jesus, Paul and John”, 52–53.
3 Martin Hengel, “The Origins of the Christian Mission [1971]”, in Between Jesus and 

Paul: Studies in the Earliest History of Christianity (London: SCM, 1983), 48–64, 166–79, 
esp. 62, referring to Erich Gräßer, “Jesus in Nazareth”, NTS 65 (1969–70): 1–23, here 22.

4  Cf. E. P. Sanders, Jesus and Judaism (Philadelphia: Fortress, 1985), 220.
5 Pace Hengel, “Origins”, 62, who claims that this question is “a secondary problem”.
6 For reviews of the history of research see particularly Ferdinand Hahn, Das Verständnis 

der Mission im Neuen Testament, WMANT 13 (Neukirchen-Vluyn: Neukirchener Verlag, 
1963), 19–22; David J. Bosch, “‘Jesus and the Gentiles’ – a Review after Thirty Years”, in 
The Church Crossing Frontiers: Essays on the Nature of Mission, FS Bengt Sundkler, ed. P. 
Beyerhaus and C. F. Hallencreuz (Uppsala: Gleerup, 1969), 3–19; Hubert Frankemölle, “Zur 
Theologie der Mission im Matthäusevangelium”, in Mission im Neuen Testament, ed. K. 
Kertelge, QD 93 (Freiburg: Herder, 1982), 93–129, esp. 100–2; Werner G. Kümmel, “Das 
Urchristentum. II. Arbeiten zu Spezialproblemen”, TRu 52 (1987): 268–85, esp. 268–78.



sanction a mission to the Gentiles. There are at least three versions of this 
position: (1) Jesus forbade his disciples on principle to engage in a mission 
among Gentiles; the Gentiles are thought to be brought into the kingdom of 
God by God’s own action in the last days as fulfilment of the prophetic vision 
of the nations’ pilgrimage to Zion.7 (2) Jesus deliberately limited his ministry 
to Israel, not wanting his disciples to witness to non-Jews; the conception of 
an active Gentile mission derives from the Hellenistic Jewish Christians in 
Jerusalem or from Paul.8 (3) A more cautious version of this view suggests 
that Jesus did not express any conviction about the Gentiles and the kingdom 
of God since his vision concentrated on the restoration of Israel.9
 Second, the Gentile mission originated with Jesus in some way: (1) Jesus 
limited his ministry to Israel while envisaging a future inclusion of the Gen-
tiles in the kingdom of God, with the resurrection and the Great Commission 
being the starting point of the universal mission of the disciples.10 (2) Jesus’ 
vision was concentrated on Israel, the positive encounters with Gentiles were 
unplanned exceptions, there is no clear evidence for the assumption that he 
advocated a future inclusion of the Gentiles, but Jesus’ ministry and some of 
his sayings opened up perspectives which logically led to the early Christian 
Gentile mission.11 (3) Jesus himself was consciously involved in outreach to 
Gentiles and may be regarded as the first missionary to the Gentiles.12

4 Jesus – Messianic Teacher 

  

───────────────
7 Cf. Joachim Jeremias, Jesu Verheißung für die Völker, Franz Delitzsch-Vorlesungen 

1953 (Stuttgart: Kohlhammer, 1959 [1956]), 32–33, 47ff, 60ff; also Bengt Sundkler, “Jésus et 
les païens”, RHPR 16 (1936): 462–99 (= Bengt Sundkler, “Jésus et les païens [1936]”, in 
Contributions à l’étude de la pensée missionaire dans le Nouveau Testament, Arbeiten und 
Mitteilungen aus dem neutestamentlichen Seminar zu Uppsala, ed. B. Sundkler and A. 
Fridrichsen [Uppsala: Das Neutestamentliche Seminar zu Uppsala, 1937], 1–38); Helene 
Stoevesandt, Jesus und die Heidenmission, Diss. theol, Göttingen, 1943), 141ff.

8 Cf. Heinrich Kasting, Die Anfänge der urchristlichen Mission, BEvTh 55 (München: 
Kaiser, 1969); Frankemölle, “Theologie der Mission”, 117–18.

9 This view is held, with variations, by Adolf von Harnack, Die Mission und Ausbreitung 
des Christentums in den ersten drei Jahrhunderten, Fourth Revised Edition (Leipzig: 
Hinrichs, 1924 [1902]), I, 39ff; Hengel, “Origins”, 54ff, 62; Sanders, Jesus and Judaism, 221.

10 Cf. Max Meinertz, Jesus und die Heidenmission, NTA 1/1–2 (Münster: Aschendorff, 
1925 [1908]), 84ff and passim; similarly David Bosch, Die Heidenmission in der Zukunfts-
schau Jesu. Eine Untersuchung zur Eschatologie der synoptischen Evangelien, AThANT 36 
(Zürich: Zwingli, 1959), 76ff, 193ff, and passim; more recently David J. Bosch, Transforming 
Mission: Paradigm Shifts in the Theology of Mission, American Society of Missiology 16 
(Maryknoll: Orbis, 1999 [1991]), 29–31, 39ff, 64–65.

11 Cf. Hahn, Mission, 19–32; David J. Bosch, “‘Jesus and the Gentiles’ – a Review after 
Thirty Years”, 16–17; Rudolf Pesch, “Voraussetzungen und Anfänge der urchristlichen Mis-
sion”, in Mission im Neuen Testament, ed. K. Kertelge, QD 93 (Freiburg: Herder, 1982), 11–
70, esp. 36–38, 54ff; cf. Hengel, “Origins”, 63.

12 Cf. Friedrich Spitta, Jesus und die Heidenmission (Giessen: Töpelmann, 1909), 72ff, 
109ff; Adolf Schlatter, Der Evangelist Matthäus. Seine Sprache, sein Ziel, seine Selb-
ständigkeit. Ein Kommentar zum ersten Evangelium (Stuttgart: Calwer, 1963 [1948]), 277–
73, 339, 701–2; similarly Don A. Carson, Matthew, The Expositor’s Bible Commentary with 



 We will first review three basic facts which are most relevant for our dis-
cussion: the relationship between Jews and Gentiles, the vigor of the early 
Christian mission to the Gentiles, and the evidence in the Gospels for a link 
between Jesus and the concern for Gentile mission. Secondly we will investi-
gate Jesus’ encounters with Gentiles and relevant statements about Gentiles in 
order to determine whether the Gospel narratives give a reliable portrait of the 
missionary concerns of Jesus.

1. Basic Facts

1.1 Jews and Gentiles

The attitude of the pagan world towards the Jews was mixed. There were on 
the one hand those who were impressed with the integrative potential of 
Israel’s monotheistic faith and with the ethical rigor of the corresponding 
praxis.13 As a result there were Gentiles who decided to become Jews, despite 
the social alienation from their old context demanded by the Jewish cultic reg-
ulations. Besides these “proselytes” there were “God fearers”, people who 
remained sympathizers and who took over several of the (less strict) Jewish 
laws. On a more official level, in the Diaspora Jews were generally appreci-
ated as loyal citizens. Many Hellenistic cities welcomed them as traders. 
Around 200 BC Antiochus III Megas settled 2,000 Jewish families from Meso-
potamia in Lydia and Phrygia to consolidate his strategic interests in these 
regions (Josephus, A.J. 12.148–153). Around 139 BC further Jews migrated to 
Asia Minor (cf. 1 Macc 15:16–23).14
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the New International Version. 2 vols. (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1995 [1984]), 202, 248, 
596–97; evidently also I. Howard Marshall, Luke: Historian and Theologian, Second Edition 
(Exeter: Paternoster, 1989), 140–41, and I. Howard Marshall, The Gospel of Luke, NIGTC 
(Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1978), 768, 903–04; R. T. France, Matthew: Evangelist and 
Teacher (Exeter: Paternoster, 1989), 232–35.

13 Fergus Millar wrote recently that “no full and satisfactory study of proselytism in the 
Graeco-Roman period has yet been written”; in Emil Schürer, The History of the Jewish Peo-
ple in the Age of Christ (175 B.C. – A.D. 135), revised by G. Vermes, et al. (Edinburgh: T&T 
Clark, 1973–87), III.1, 150.

14 Cf. Getzel M. Cohen, The Seleucid Colonies: Studies in Founding, Administration and 
Organization, Historia. Einzelschriften Heft 30 (Wiesbaden: Steiner, 1978), 4ff, 87ff; Paul R. 
Trebilco, Jewish Communities in Asia Minor, SNTSMS 69 (Cambridge: Cambridge Univer-
sity Press, 1991), 5ff.



 On the other hand, there was a hostile attitude vis-à-vis the Jews which 
should not be underestimated.15 This attitude was the effect of official manip-
ulations of public sentiments in times of crises, or the result of the provoca-
tion which the non-conformistic and yet attractive Jewish religion constituted 
for non-Jews, particularly the refusal to intermarry and the impossibility of 
cult- and table fellowship. There was an anti-Jewish propaganda which some-
times resulted in outright persecution. Polemical and mocking remarks about 
Jews are found in the writings of Cicero, Seneca, Quintilian, Juvenal, and 
Tacitus.16.
 It is disputed whether there was an active Jewish missionary effort among 
Gentiles. Some scholars interpret the available literary and archaeological evi-
dence as indicating that there must have been an “advertising” activity by 
Jews among Gentiles.17 Others deny that there was an active Jewish mission 
to Gentiles.18 It seems to be true, at any rate, that in most cases the impetus for 
conversion had to come from the Gentile: “It was extremely unusual for any 
Jew in the first century AD to view the encouragement of gentiles to convert to 
Judaism as a praiseworthy act”.19 The number of proselytes was probably not 
very high.20 The barriers for Gentiles wanting to become Jews were consider-
able. The main hindrances were the requirement of separation (corresponding 
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15 See generally J. N. Sevenster, The Roots of Pagan Anti-Semitism in the Ancient World, 

Numen Sup 41 (Leiden: Brill, 1975); Menachem Stern, “The Jews in Greek and Latin Litera-
ture”, in The Jewish People in the First Century, ed. S. Safrai and M. Stern, CRINT I.2 
(Assen: Van Gorcum, 1976), 1101–59; Schürer, History, III.1, 150–58; Nicholas R. M. de 
Lange and Clemens Thoma, “Antisemitismus I. Begriff/Vorchristlicher Antisemitismus”, 
TRE III (1978): 113–19; John G. Gager, The Origins of Anti-Semitism: Attitudes toward 
Judaism in Pagan and Christian Antiquity (New York: Oxford University Press, 1983).

16  Cicero, pro Flacco 28.67; Juvenal, Sat 6.160; 14.96–106; Tacitus Hist. 5.8; Menachem 
Stern, Greek and Latin Authors on Jews and Judaism, 3 vols. (Jerusalem: Israel Academy of 
Science and Humanities, 1974–84), I, nos. 68, 298, 301; II, no. 506. The Alexandrinian anti-
Jewish polemic can be seen in Josephus’ apologetic text Contra Apionem.

17 Cf. Heikki Solin, “Juden und Syrer im westlichen Teil der römischen Welt. Eine 
ethnisch-demographische Studie mit besonderer Berücksichtigung der sprachlichen Zustände”, 
ANRW II.29.2 (1983): 587–798 (Index 1222–49), esp. 616 n.45; also Schürer, History, III, 
153–59.

18 Cf. Martin Goodman, “Proselytising in Rabbinic Judaism”, JJS 40 (1989): 175–85; Scot 
McKnight, A Light Among the Gentiles. Jewish Missionary Activity in the Second Temple 
Period (Minneapolis: Fortress, 1991).

19 Goodman, “Proselytising”, 175, concludes from the (scarce) evidence in the Talmud that 
no Amoraic text reports a tanna of the second century AD making a positive statement on pros-
elytizing; the first such positive statements come from the third and the early fourth century. 
Goodman advances the hypothesis that Jewish interest in a “mission to convert”, based on a 
conviction that this was a natural corollary of religious belief, increased during the third cen-
tury AD as a result of the effectiveness of the energetic Christian mission (184–85).

20 Cf. Solin, “Juden”, 610ff, who states that among the inscriptions from Rome only six 
refer definitely to proselytes (623 n.55). Differently Schürer, History, III, 160–61, who 
regards the success of the assumed Jewish mission as “considerable”.



to the prevention of assimilation for the Jews) and the close relation between 
nation and religion.21

 When the Jews read the Scriptures with a view to establishing the attitude 
towards the Gentiles in their own time and in the future of the promised Mes-
siah, they read of a pilgrimage of the nations to Zion (Isa 2:2–3; 60:3–4; Zech 
8:20–23; Mic 4:1–2) and of Gentiles worshipping God in all parts of the earth 
(Isa 45:6; 59:19; Mal 1:11; cf. Isa 45:22; 49:6,23; 56:6–8; Zech 2:11; Micah 
7:17), but they would also read of a future destruction of the Gentiles (Isa 
54:3; Mic 5:10–15; Zeph 2:10–11).22 Early Jewish literature reflects this ambi-
guity: hope is expressed that many Gentiles will share Israel’s salvation (Tob 
14:6–7; 1 Enoch 90:30–33; Sib. Or. 3:616, 716–718, 752–753) and there are 
predictions of their destruction on account of their idolatry and sexual immor-
ality (Sir 36:7–9; 1 Enoch 91:9; Bar 4:25,31–32,35; 1QM XII, 10; T. Mos. 
10:7; Jub. 23:30; Pss. Sol. 17:25–27; Sib 3:517–518, 669–672, 761). The con-
clusion of Sanders seems to be correct when he states that “the evidence does 
not permit a precise account of the views of Jesus’ contemporaries about Gen-
tile conversion at the end-time ... most Jews who thought about the matter one 
way or the other would have expected many Gentiles to turn to the Lord when 
his glory was revealed”.23

1.2 The Early Christian Gentile Mission

When we turn to the evidence for the early Christian Gentile mission in the 
letters of Paul and the book of Acts, it appears that no Jewish Christian group 
disapproved of a mission to the Gentiles as such.24 The disagreements which 
underlie the discussion of Paul in his letter to the Galatians and to the Romans 
concerned only the terms and conditions of the Gentile mission. The move-
ment started by Jesus saw the Gentile mission as an entirely natural venture.
 When the Christians of the Jerusalem church were forced to flee to other 
regions they seem to have regarded it as the natural thing to spread the gospel 
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sonderer Berücksichtigung Palästinas bis zur Mitte des 2. Jhr. v.Chr., 3. Aufl., WUNT 10 
(Tübingen: Mohr, 1988), 560ff; Solin, “Juden”, 616. Cf. Tacitus, Hist. 5.5.2: “Those who 
cross over into their manner of life adopt the same practice, and, before anything else, are 
instructed to despise the gods, disown their native land, and regard their parents, children, and 
brothers as of little account”.

22 The latter point is emphasized by Sanders, Jesus and Judaism, 213ff, who argues 
against Jeremias, Jesu Verheißung für die Völker, passim (= Joachim Jeremias, Jesus’ Prom-
ise to the Nations [London: SCM, 1958]), and John Riches, Jesus and the Transformation of 
Judaism (London: Darton, Longman & Todd, 1980).

23 Sanders, Jesus and Judaism, 218.
24 Cf. Kasting, Anfänge, 110–14.



beyond the confines of Judaea, not needing specific guidance from the Spirit.25 
This matter-of-factness included going to Samaria and preaching about the 
Messiah (Acts 8:4–5). The boundary between Jews and Samaritans was 
crossed by Philip and then by Peter and John with apparently no compunction 
about the legitimacy of such a move (8:5–25). When Philip’s preaching met 
with dramatic success, the Jerusalem apostles evidently wanted to examine 
this new advance with care, but the report of the visit of Peter and John 
(8:14ff) does not hint at any reticence regarding the possibility of faith of 
Samaritans. On the contrary, the apostles are described as “preaching the gos-
pel to many villages of the Samaritans” (8:25).
 The conversion of the Ethiopian court official (8:26–39) does not pose any 
problems for Philip who had the confidence of the Jerusalem leaders (cf. 6:5). 
We do not know whether the Ethiopian was a Gentile God-fearer or, as a pros-
elyte, “a Jew of a peculiar sort” whose status in the Jewish community was 
evidently ambiguous.26 That Luke reports no problems regarding the conver-
sion of the Ethiopian may be due to the fact that he returned immediately to 
his own, distant country without having contact with the Palestinian church.27 
We should notice that Luke ends the story with a note of joy (8:39).
 The longest single story in the Book of Acts (10:1–11:18) recounts the con-
version of Cornelius, the Roman centurion, and his family. The fundamental 
problem which is overcome by God giving supernatural guidance to Peter is 
not the Gentile mission per se, i.e. not the recognition that the gospel is for the 
Gentiles as well as for the Jews,28 but the apartheid of Jewish Christians and 
believers among the Gentiles, particularly in the area of forthright fellowship 
at the table and communal living.29 
 When Luke points out that the Christian refugees from Jerusalem who 
reached Phoenicia, Cyprus, and Antioch “spoke the word to none except 
Jews” (11:19), he may emphasize the fact that evangelizing the Gentiles had 
already been initiated by Peter and approved by the Jerusalem apostles.30 
When some of them started to preach Jesus Christ as Lord before a Gentile 
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25 I. Howard Marshall, The Acts of the Apostles. An Introduction and Commentary, TNTC 

(Leicester: InterVarsity Press, 1980), 156.
26 For the status of the proselyte in Judaism cf. Shaye J. D. Cohen, “Crossing the Boundary 

and Becoming a Jew”, HTR 82 (1989): 13–33, esp. 28–30. 
27 Marshall, Acts, 160.
28 Pace Marshall, Acts, 181; Rudolf Pesch, Die Apostelgeschichte, EKK 5 (Zürich/Neu-

kirchen-Vluyn: Benziger/Neukirchener Verlag, 1986), I, 330: “Der Judenmissionar Petrus … 
wird gegen seinen Widerstand zum Heidenmissionar”.

29 Note the repeated reference to eating/food (γευ' ομαι, 10:10; φαγειñν, 10:13, 14; 11:7; 
συνεσθι'ω, 11:3; also 11:8) as well as to the house of Cornelius (οιòκος, 10:2, 22, 30; 11:12, 13, 
14) and the house of Simon in which Peter stayed (οι�κι'α, 10:6, 17, 32; 11:11). The emphasis 
on the house of Cornelius is further seen in the verbs ει�σε'ρχομαι (10:27, 28; 11:3) and 
ε�πιμε'νω (10:48) used in the same context.

30 Cf. Pesch, Apostelgeschichte, I, 351.



audience, many believed. Howard Marshall observes that whereas it had taken 
divine intervention to persuade Peter to take the step to preaching to the Gen-
tiles, “here it seems to have happened almost casually without any issues of 
principle arising at the outset or later”.31

 Finally, when the church was prompted by God’s Spirit to release Barnabas 
and Paul for the mission to the Gentiles (13:2), the possibility of such a mis-
sion seems to have posed no problem. The fasting and praying (13:3) no doubt 
took place as spiritual support for their future work,32 rather than being a time 
of “distinguishing between spirits” (cf. 1 Cor 12:10), assessing whether a mis-
sion to the Gentiles was a viable option.
 There was a group in the Jerusalem church who opposed admitting Gentile 
converts into the community of believers without circumcision (and possibly 
also adherence to food laws and) being demanded of them (Gal 2:12; Acts 
15:1). We have no idea, however, how large and how influential this group of 
“right wing Jewish Christians in Jerusalem” were, but nothing suggests that 
they were dominant in the church.33

1.3 The Gospels and the Mission to the Gentiles

It is a fair assumption that the early Christians had developed a theology of 
missions which included the mission to the Gentiles. The theology and the 
praxis of the apostle Paul, whose missionary ministry began just three or four 
years after the death and the resurrection of Jesus,34 is the most obvious case 
in point. Without doubt such a theology of mission would not have been uni-
form, as the dispute between Paul and “those of the circumcision” shows.
 Less conspicuous is the fact that all four Gospels show a discernible inter-
est in missionary outreach to the Gentiles, although the degree to which this 
interest is a central or a more peripheral motif varies. I will not attempt to 
present the full evidence at this point. A rather sketchy review of Matthew’s 
Gospel and a some hints regarding the Gospel of Luke must suffice. 
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32 Cf. Marshall, Acts, 216; cf. Ernst Haenchen, Die Apostelgeschichte, 7th Edition, KEK 3 

(Göttingen: Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht, 1977), 380.
33 Marshall, Acts, 202.
34 Assuming that his sojourn in Arabia (Gal 1:17) was not a spiritual retreat for purposes of 

mediation and that the time in Syria-Cilicia (Gal 1:21) was not devoted to the pursuit of per-
sonal interests but missionary outreach (cf. Gal 1:23 and the probable background of 2 Cor 
11:32–33 and Acts 9:24–25); cf. Marshall, Acts, 174; F. F. Bruce, The Epistle to the Gala-
tians. A Commentary on the Greek Text, NIGTC (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1982), 96, 104–
5; recently Martin Hengel, “Der vorchristliche Paulus [1990]”, in Paulus und das antike 
Judentum, ed. M. Hengel and U. Heckel, WUNT 58 (Tübingen: Mohr Siebeck, 1991), 177–
293, esp. 220.



 In his opening sentence Matthew links Jesus with David and Abraham 
(Matt 1:1). This can be interpreted in terms of the conviction that the hope of 
a “new creation” is fulfilled in Jesus Christ, who is the messianic king of 
Israel and heir to the Davidic promises and who is the one through whose 
ministry God’s promise to the patriarchs that all the nations of the earth will 
be blessed is being realized.35 That Jesus’ designation as “son of Abraham” 
marks him not only as a true Jew but as the instrument of divine blessing for 
the nations (taking up Gen 12:3; 18:18; 22:18) is indicated (1) by the fact that 
Abraham is regularly seen in critical distance to Israel (Matt 3:9; 8:11; 22:32) 
and (2) by the end of the Gospel 28:19–20 where the commission to evangel-
ize the nations clearly implies the universality of the salvation taught and 
brought by Jesus.36

 The first reported speech by human beings is the inquiry of Gentile magi 
who have come from the East to worship the King of the Jews (2:2) – before 
Jesus’ task to Israel has even begun and in tragic contradistinction to the lead-
ers in Jerusalem. “Thus the commission to be the Son of Abraham (1:1) is 
here already going into effect”.37 And the first “action” of Jesus, the infant 
Messiah, takes him to Egypt (2:13–15), another element in the introduction 
which points outside Israel.38 The first episode of Jesus’ ministry in Galilee 
and his first reported words in the main body of the narrative (4:18–22) are his 
commissioning of Simon Peter and Andrew, James and John to follow him 
and to become “fishers of people” (4:19). Since the last reported words of 
Jesus which conclude the entire narrative (28:18–20) contain the commission 
to make disciples of all nations, the α»νθρωποι in 4:19 may well imply a uni-
versal dimension.39
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Ulrich Luz, Das Evangelium nach Matthäus, EKK I (Zürich/Neukirchen-Vluyn: Benziger/ 
Neukirchener, 1985–2001), I, 129 who allows, however, that such a hint is “durchaus 
möglich”.

39 Similarly Davies and Allison, Matthew, I, 398: “Perhaps Matthew thought of the Gen-
tiles as included in the anthropon”.
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evangelists 12f., 24, 338, 350, 379, 397, 

505, 530
Eve 311, 357, 385
evil 18, 32–34, 37, 40, 108, 125, 127, 134, 

143, 146, 166, 198, 219, 249, 293f., 
348, 357, 358, 361, 364, 376f., 398, 
400f., 410, 433, 442, 488f.

evildoer 137, 411, 452, 475
exaltation 130, 172, 269, 327, 475, 498, 

516
excommunication 139

execution 46, 55, 59, 75, 323f., 365–367, 468
exorcism 32, 35
expectations 18, 23, 58, 153, 176, 204, 337, 

372, 485, 511
expenses 95–96, 112, 457
expiation 451, 471, 477
exploitation 361, 475
export 310
expulsion 291, 366, 520
eye, eyes 15, 40, 67, 134, 146, 153, 162, 248, 

374, 386, 453, 465, 480f., 486, 490, 497
eyewitness 154
Ezekiel 124, 361, 371, 393f.
Ezra 69, 127, 343, 421

fabric 238, 248, 254, 260
factionalism 138
factions 87, 135, 142, 324
Fadus 324
faith, faith in Jesus 8, 17–19, 36f., 43, 128, 

132–139, 142, 145, 153, 156, 160–162, 
167, 169, 171, 182, 187, 194, 196–198, 
200f., 204, 210, 214, 217, 219, 234, 247, 
250, 255, 269, 272, 278, 283, 296, 325, 
337, 339, 346, 349, 350, 355, 357, 363, 
365, 371, 373, 375–377, 379, 389, 391f., 
394–396, 402, 407, 409–411, 421, 442f., 
446, 468, 470, 474, 479, 489, 491, 505, 
510, 512, 515–519, 520–522, 526, 528

– community of faith 140, 163, 169, 234, 506
– confession of faith 271, 452, 471
– faith and repentance 122, 397
– faith in the gospel 135
– faith of the Jews 15, 16
– monotheistic faith 5
– obedience of faith 218
faithful, faithfulness 135, 146, 151, 174, 187, 

234, 357, 365, 373–375, 377f., 387, 391f., 
396f., 407f., 410f., 472, 535

fame 404
farmers 347
farms 346
fate 104, 107, 301, 357, 358, 363, 387, 396, 

405, 407, 491
fathers 15, 17f., 26, 87, 262, 282f., 303, 311, 

464, 472, 475
fear 66, 108, 124, 138, 153, 247, 250, 297, 

320, 323, 365, 373, 375, 378, 394, 396, 
403–406, 410, 467, 489
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feasts 22, 43f., 58, 307, 315, 428f., 431, 
434, 473

feelings 123, 140, 145, 214, 252, 490, 498
fellowship 6, 8, 18, 20, 25, 33, 34, 140f., 

160, 200, 204, 210, 214, 216, 397, 409, 
410f., 415

festivals 70, 91, 99, 115, 243, 271, 307, 
315, 417, 428, 430, 432f., 436, 444, 
449, 484, 489, 500

fiction 336
firstborn 155, 399
firstfruits 315, 325, 398f., 400
fiscus 325, 369, 370, 381
fish, fishing 240, 244, 459, 461
fishers 10, 513
flattery 41, 359, 496
flogging 366, 468
flute, flutes 416, 424, 429, 433, 435, 436, 

439f.
flutists 417
food 8f., 41, 57, 146f., 180, 210, 212, 240, 

250, 289, 307, 326, 428, 434, 484
foreigners 108f., 115, 163, 348f., 379
forgive 33, 38, 40, 467, 472–474
forgiveness 40, 43, 121, 125, 142, 154, 

162, 166, 264, 269f., 318, 377, 408, 
458, 465f., 471–476, 498

formula, formulae 65, 95, 118, 184, 186, 
201, 219, 334, 336, 348, 393, 457

fornication 142, 198, 361, 390, 411
frankincense 361
freedmen 115, 163, 346
freedom 44, 163, 187, 194, 198, 210, 219–

221, 300, 306, 314, 317, 345, 357, 433, 
494, 520

friends 36, 45, 59, 68, 71, 142, 253, 300, 
303, 487

friendship 303, 498
fruit, fruits 90f., 248, 305, 312, 399, 495
fruit of repentance 137
fruit of the Spirit 142f., 197, 199
fulfillment 3, 4, 44, 49, 65f., 72, 75, 80, 

158, 165, 198, 203, 267, 280, 337, 388, 
408f., 454, 509, 526, 530

funeral, funerals 429f., 433
future 4, 7, 9, 13, 22, 25, 39, 59, 90f., 112, 

126, 137f., 168, 170, 198–200, 205–
207, 216, 251, 304, 358, 363, 378, 383, 
385f., 392, 395, 397, 405, 410, 412, 
500, 536

Gadara 20
Gades 240
Gaius Antonius Septimius Publius 438
Galatia 133, 134, 146, 157, 160, 172, 220, 

323, 324, 340, 366, 476, 505
Galatians 7, 26, 134f., 146–149, 172–174, 

195, 220, 340, 517, 524
Galba 251, 305, 359
Galen 185, 243, 244, 255–257, 340
Galilee 10f., 16, 20, 22, 159, 247, 323, 343, 

346, 349, 365, 426, 449, 529f.
Gallio 367
games 304, 308, 338, 348, 430, 433, 435, 

437f., 440–442
Gentiles 3–24, 127f., 152, 157, 159f., 162, 

188, 211, 289f., 295f., 306, 309, 312, 318–
320, 325, 348f., 354, 363, 367f., 373, 376, 
379, 387, 391, 393, 418, 505, 508, 511, 
516, 519, 524, 526, 528, 531f., 535

Gerasa 33
Gerasene 11, 18f., 40
Germanicus 303
Germans 244
Gethsemane 67, 77, 500
gifts 57, 178, 200, 207, 219, 242, 250, 309, 

419f., 428, 435, 483, 496
gladiator 433f.
glass 405, 490
glorification 213, 219, 395, 405
glossolalia 233, 418f.
gnosis 232, 330
gnosticism 232, 516
goddess, goddessses 90f., 115f., 119, 360, 382, 

457, 460, 462–464, 482f., 492, 493, 495f.
Godfearers 63, 307, 316, 319, 323
godlessness 188
godlike 179
goodness 108, 112, 144, 489, 498
goodwill 111–113, 252, 308, 483
gospel 5, 13, 22, 24, 129, 134–136, 140, 153, 

158, 160f., 163f., 167, 169, 171–176, 183, 
189, 195f., 201, 206, 210f., 220, 256f., 270, 
284–286, 334, 351, 363, 375f., 390, 392, 
397, 410, 412, 474f., 511, 517, 521f., 524, 
525f., 530–532

– and the kingdom of God 23, 25
– a different gospel 133
– definition of 165f.
– proclamation of 7f., 12, 151f., 155, 157, 159, 

170, 186–188, 202, 214, 291, 293, 330, 
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338, 342, 346f.,  349f., 377–379, 387, 
421, 501, 506, 509, 512, 528

gossip 138, 310
governors 22, 152, 312, 356, 393f.
grace 20, 108, 125, 130f., 133, 142, 144f., 

161, 169, 182, 189, 201, 206, 234, 274, 
277, 386, 409, 411, 496, 520

grain 90f., 94, 336, 398, 399–401
granary 459
greed, greedy 195, 363
greeting 300, 306, 311, 313
grief 136–139, 144, 247, 360, 440, 483
guests 23, 417, 441
guidance 8
guilds 112, 348f., 432f.
guilt 50, 52, 71–73, 127, 271, 355, 454, 

471, 475, 477
gymnasiarchoi 304
gymnasion 435

habits 139, 469
Hades 462, 464, 484, 503
Hadrian 353, 356, 384, 435, 438
Haplokomas 461
hardships 22, 329, 366, 410
harlot 360–362
harmonia 445
harmoniai 431
harmonics 431, 432
harmony 101, 179, 200–202, 205, 206, 

429, 431
harpists 417, 422, 434, 439
harps 417, 422, 424, 425, 436
harvest 199, 347, 390, 398–403, 495
hatred 355
haughtiness 201
healing 11, 13, 17f., 20, 33–40, 245, 386, 

408–410, 465, 468, 481, 494, 497
health 244, 253, 300
hearsay 506
heart 76, 108, 125–127, 137, 142, 145, 161, 

166f., 176, 179, 189, 239, 250f., 271, 
274, 420f., 436, 483, 485, 496, 520

heaven 23, 41, 43, 47f., 53, 128, 152, 158, 
162, 168, 170, 220, 240, 357, 378, 386, 
392, 394f., 404–407, 496

Hebron 274
Hecataeus 396
Hector 503
hedonistic 158

Hellenists 520
helpnessness 21
henotheism 120
Hephaestus 242, 485
Heracles 240
Heraclitus 242, 487
heretics 363
heritage 299, 349, 379
Hermes 120, 292, 327, 437, 496
Hermetica 179, 184, 190f.
Herod I (the Great) 58f., 243, 249, 251, 272, 

312, 316, 328; see also Antipas, Agrippa I
–  Herod II, king of Chalcis 303
Herodians 34, 39
Herodotus 335, 344, 485, 490
heroes 86, 117, 364, 416
Hesiod 85, 479, 486
Hestia 99, 100
hetaira 86
hexameter 108, 429, 445
Hierapolis 157, 295, 340, 451, 470f.
hierarchy 36, 309
hierophant 90f.
hieropoioi 90f.
Hippocrates 240, 482
Hippolytus 246
Hipponax 239
Hippos 20
historicity 21, 34, 45, 50f., 286, 511
historiography 67, 290
Hittite, Hitties 468f.
holiness 129, 134, 165, 176, 217, 219, 374, 

405, 429, 516
homage 497
homeland 112
Homer 239, 335, 347f., 357, 363, 479, 482, 

484–486, 488
homily 129, 427, 530
honor 112f., 229, 256, 292, 313, 338, 374, 

415, 429, 437f., 444, 483, 486f., 492
hope 7, 10, 37f., 40, 125f., 134, 140, 142, 199, 

216, 251, 286, 359, 365, 378, 385, 386–
388, 467, 475, 489, 526, 528, 531

horns 90, 357–359, 441
horse, horses 357, 361, 485
hortatory 142, 509
Hosanna 38, 493
Hosea 146
Hosios 464
hospitality 203
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hostility 21, 39, 54, 201, 291, 297–299, 
314, 364, 372, 407, 409f., 509

house 8, 21, 39, 109, 252, 287, 301, 338, 
404, 417, 425f., 449, 459, 461, 464, 
483, 496, 536

households 345
humiliation 451, 467, 472, 497, 503, 536
humility 58, 62, 214, 379, 390, 479, 500, 

511
husband, husbands 141, 239, 291, 461
hymns 104, 108, 178, 256, 403, 406, 415–

417, 420f., 425, 427, 429, 430, 435f., 
442, 444, 448, 479f., 483f., 486f., 492f., 
495, 499, 501, 503

hymnodists 494
hymnodoi 435
hymnody 443f., 449
hypocrisy 41
Hypsistos 477, 502
Hyrcanus 300, 311
hyssop 241, 246

iambics 429
Iamblichus 432
Iconium 157, 291–295, 320, 326, 330, 366
iconography 437, 439, 499
idiophones 436, 441
idleness 204
idolaters 362, 411
idolatry 7, 141f., 198, 363f., 389, 398, 408
idols 128, 146, 209, 211, 362, 377, 390
Ignatius 295, 332, 359, 384
ignorance 38, 128, 253, 454, 462, 481f.
Iliad 482, 485, 503
Ilion 344, 346
illness, illnesses 141, 451, 456, 458, 462, 

465, 475, 488
Illyria 157, 505
immersion 139, 227–229, 234, 236, 238, 

245, 254f., 259f., 262–268, 270–279, 
281, 283

immigrant 98f.
immorality 7, 129, 138, 195, 362f.
imperialism 168, 357, 372
imprecations 456
imprisonment 62, 367
impulse, impulses 58, 194
impurity 138, 142, 198, 245, 263
incense 180, 361, 426
incest 140

India 505
Indian 249, 341
indictment 60, 86, 126, 371
infant, infants 10, 226, 228, 234, 244
infantry 241
inheritance 198f., 216, 459, 486
iniquity 125, 472
initiation 14f., 103, 226, 230f., 234, 266, 269, 

273, 275, 277, 468, 474, 489f.
injunctions 201, 204, 208, 217, 299, 484
inscriptions 6, 94, 116–120, 157, 257, 293, 

295, 316, 330, 332, 340f., 344, 346, 348, 
350f., 431, 433, 435–437, 440f., 447, 449, 
451, 453–458, 461f., 464–472, 475–477, 
479, 482, 497, 502f., 536

instruments, musical 416f., 422–425, 428, 
430–433, 436, 437, 440–442, 445

– percussion instruments 433, 436, 441
– string instruments 416f., 425f., 436
– wind instruments 418, 433, 436, 439
insult 53, 252, 293, 486
intentions 34, 38, 123, 125, 171
intercalation 91
intercession 130
intercourse 138, 246, 460f.
intermarriage 6, 15, 343
interrogation 51f., 62, 66, 68, 71, 357
intoxication 237f., 253, 260
invocations 494
Ionia 307, 309, 312, 338, 340, 343, 366
Ionian 312, 314, 338, 431f., 492
Ionians 335
Ionic 335, 341, 351
Iranian 340
Irenaeus 183f., 274
irony 196, 371, 483
irrational 177, 181f.
irrationality 189
Isaac 17, 500
Isaiah 124, 349, 361, 403, 427
Iscariot, see Judas
Ishmael 253
Isiaca 118, 120
Isis 18, 28, 94f., 107, 109, 116, 118–120, 458, 

459, 468
Isocrates 85, 153
Israelite, Israelites 230, 279, 314, 375, 407, 

426, 500, 510
Italia 309
Iturea 529
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Iulia Severa 307–309, 319
Iullus Antonius 306
ivory 361, 437, 439
ivy 103
Izates 15, 26

James, son of Zebedee 10, 324
James the Just, brother of Jesus 297, 531
James, author of epistle, 421, 505, 511, 

516, 530
jealousy 138, 141f., 198, 290, 296f., 326
Jeremiah 21, 56, 124, 360, 472
Jericho 243
Jeroboam 56
Jerome 173, 330, 418, 448, 523, 533
Jerusalem 
– church 7
– apostles 8, 160
– and diaspora communities 315f., 325
– immersion pools  273
– missionary work 8, 13
– New Jerusalem 203, 348, 373, 378, 386f., 

406
– opposition to Gentile believers 9
– pilgrims 271
– priestly aristocracy 33, 39
– in Revelation 371
– Romans 57, 324, 369
Jesus of Nazareth
– death; see cross, crucifixion
– disciples  36, 283
– and Jerusalem 76
– the Lamb 256, 334, 338, 342, 360, 365, 

373, 375, 376–379, 387–389, 392f., 395, 
397f., 403, 406–411, 422f.

– Messiah 13, 34, 36f., 44f., 47–50, 53–56, 
61, 69f., 75f., 133f., 151, 153, 162, 165, 
273, 277, 318, 371, 376f., 422, 508, 
517, 521, 530

– miracles 530
– resurrection 75, 127, 154, 166, 201, 216, 

517, 530
– Son of Man  36, 45, 47–50, 61, 67, 72, 

76, 338, 399, 401f., 518, 530
– Son of God 48, 50, 53, 55f., 76, 155, 

164f., 196, 517, 530
– Kyrios (Lord) 158, 165, 194, 206, 210, 

215, 505, 526, 530f.
– trial 31–76

Jewish Christians 3, 8, 170, 319, 323, 354, 362, 
366, 373, 417

– in Jerusalem 9
– missionary activity 322
Jezebel 56, 374
John, son of Zebedee 8, 10
John the Baptist 37, 40f., 121, 226f., 230f., 

234, 260, 264–266, 268, 273, 390, 510, 
514, 517, 529

Jonah 138, 247, 390, 394f., 472
Jordan 11, 241, 252, 264f., 267f.
Joseph, husband of Mary 510
Joshua 241
joy 8, 42, 107, 440, 483, 489
Judaea 8, 58, 297, 325, 330f., 355
Judah 364, 376f., 422
Judas Iscariot 31, 37, 47, 261
judges 75, 127, 140, 207f., 212, 312, 336, 347, 

441
Judith 245, 260, 297, 329
Jupiter 325, 369, 499
jury 60, 92, 310
justice 60, 207f., 252, 292, 313, 347, 378, 470, 

477, 513
justification 13, 22, 95, 165, 172f., 175, 196f., 

209, 375f.
Justin 61, 66, 246, 252, 294, 298, 329, 331, 

366, 371
Justinian 328
Juvenal 6, 432, 440, 459, 468

kenodoxia 215
kerygma 518–520
kettledrum 103
Kidron 272
killings 366, 376
kindness 112, 126–128, 303f.
kingship 48f., 52f., 55
kinship 347, 348f., 379, 492
kithara 416, 418f., 422–424, 430, 432–434, 

436–439, 442, 445
kitharodes 417, 422, 434, 437, 442, 445
Kitians 93–95
koinon 112, 305
Kore 91, 487

Lactantius 179
Lamb, see Jesus
lame 38, 292, 481
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lament 487
lamentation 394
laments 433
lampstands 389
languages 233f., 334, 339–342, 349, 379, 

387, 390–394, 407, 418f., 469
Laodicea 157, 295, 301, 307, 309f., 340, 

445
laoi 345, 347, 350f.
Lasterkataloge 222
Latin 28, 61, 190, 228, 235, 292, 300, 339–

342, 350, 439, 471, 476
laughter 485, 487
law
– Athenian laws 87, 101, 299
– Jewish (ancestral) laws 299–301, 303, 

306, 312–314, 323, 326, 427; see Torah
– food laws 9, 289, 326
– laws of the city 99, 100, 493, 
– Mosaic Law 26, 57, 80, 116, 125, 130, 

133–135, 146, 162, 172, 174, 219, 221f., 
262, 268, 301, 311, 367, 383, 427, 530f.

– purity laws 460
– Roman law 299, 323
– Sabbath laws, see Sabbath
lawless, lawlessness 65, 208, 250
lawsuits 92, 140, 208f.
Lazarus 148, 261
leadership 39f., 47, 50f., 56, 74, 323–326, 

343, 365, 372, 515
lease 94
leasehold 345
leitourgoi 114
Leto 358, 463, 482
Leucippe 243
Leukophryene 493
Levites 422–424, 426, 444
lexicographers 232, 235f.
lexicography 225, 229, 231f., 235–237, 

255–257
liar, liars 127, 362, 363, 411
libations 426, 429
liberty 198, 302
licentiousness 138, 142, 198
lifestyle 33, 158, 204, 210, 361, 375
Limyra 157
lion, lions 244, 358, 376f., 422, 485
liturgy, liturgical 15, 130, 147, 158, 190, 

256, 284, 313, 328, 412, 423, 426, 428, 
442, 469, 472, 513, 533

liturgies 313
Livy 433
loan 227f., 232–235, 260, 267f.
Locrian 431
Locrus 184
love 17, 41, 112, 129, 130, 144, 182, 187, 194, 

195–198, 200, 202–204, 210, 212–215, 
218–220, 363, 373, 377, 418, 429, 472, 
483, 485, 492f., 496, 500, 515, 526, 528

loyalty 16, 24, 113, 135, 140, 303, 336, 361, 
369, 467, 474, 475, 499

Lucius Antonius 306, 313
Lucretius 364
Lud 156, 404
Luther 194
Lycaonia 292, 340
Lycaonian 310, 341
Lycaonians 354
Lycia 340
Lycians 348
Lycurgus 94, 164
Lydia 5, 340, 451, 458, 469f., 476
Lydian 340, 342, 431f., 445, 451, 453, 468f., 

471, 475, 479, 503, 536
Lydians 337
lying 41, 439, 459
Lykophron 94
Lykourgos 94
lynch 292, 366
lyre, lyres 416–418, 422–426, 430, 431, 433, 

436, 437, 445, 448, 493
Lysander 437, 446
Lysanias 529
Lystra 157, 292f., 295, 320, 326

Macedonia 118, 157, 203, 366, 505, 531
Macedonians 100, 348
Macrobius 445
madness 108, 302
Maecenas 85, 87
Maeonia 471, 482, 497
magic 363, 469, 477
magicians 134
magistrates 58f., 88, 152, 291f., 299f., 305–

307, 311–314, 321, 336f., 369, 371, 397
Magnesia 295, 336, 493
Magnesian 493
Maiandros 328
maiestas 367
Maimonides 70
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Maionia 451, 466
Maionian 475
Malalas 320
mandatum 210, 305
manna 43, 220
marble 91, 97, 361
Marcus Aurelius 252
Marcus Vipsanius Agrippa 305, 311, 312f.
Mariamme 59, 60, 243
market 107, 109, 209, 227, 262, 307, 528
marketplace 262
marriage 170, 218, 308
Martial 440
martyrdom 230, 298f., 355, 362, 366, 376, 

380, 382f., 391, 398
martyrs 61f., 75, 79, 366, 376f., 397, 404
Mary 510
masturbation 460
meal, meals 39–41, 108f., 141, 240, 262, 

306, 310, 417, 428, 429
meat 99, 209–211, 222, 239, 250, 426, 460, 

465
mediation 9, 513
mediator, mediators 206, 217, 500
medical, medicine 247, 482
melody, melodies 417, 419, 429, 431, 444, 

448
Melqart 112f., 116
membranophones 436
memory 127, 338, 434, 442, 446
Memphis 107f., 250
Men (mood god) 452–454, 457, 474, 497
– Men Artemidorou 453, 456f., 461–463, 

497
– Men Axiottenos 454, 456, 461, 462f., 465
– Men Labanas 462, 463
– Men Petraeites 462, 464
Menachem 28
Menander 104, 240, 468, 489
Menandros 465
Menexenos 79
mentalities 475
mentality 468, 498
merchant, merchants 94f., 112f., 336, 361
mercy 19, 21, 58, 64, 76, 215, 261, 385, 

418, 457, 464, 472, 498, 500
Meshech 156
Mesopotamia 5, 424
Messiah, see Jesus 

Miletus 15, 60, 157, 249, 295, 301, 305, 307, 
310, 336, 340, 348, 437f., 440

military 123, 244, 287, 302, 312, 358, 360, 
368, 376, 430

milk 185f.
millennium 469
miqveh, miqvaot 263, 271f.
miracle, miracles 17, 20, 33, 35, 40, 44, 56f., 

110, 135, 340, 360, 468, 475, 481f., 530
misbehavior 87, 468, 497
miscarriage 135
misdeed 452, 454, 462, 469
missiology 25, 151, 172, 527
mission, missionary work
– and the gospel 164–167
– Jesus and the Gentile mission 3–25
– Jewish opposition 289–326
– of the church 151–171
– of Paul 151–160
– of Peter 159, 160
– in Revelation 333–350
– and New Testament theology 505–507, 528–

531
missionaries 22–24, 62, 136, 140, 156, 162, 

168–171, 290, 292–299, 314, 318, 320, 
322–324, 326, 334, 338f., 346f., 350, 379, 
397, 475, 500, 505f., 511, 513, 518f., 530

Mithraeum 501
Mithras 116
Mithridates 309
Mitylene 157
Mixolydian 431, 432
mockery 6, 49, 55, 66, 460
Molossian 342
money 91, 96, 247, 305, 310, 312–315, 317, 

438, 459
monotheism 5, 486
Mopsus 344
morality 194f., 199, 374
Moschus 242
Moses 39, 56, 129f., 182, 235, 246, 273, 279, 

392, 403f., 406, 422, 424, 427, 429, 500
murder 92, 240, 253, 362, 390
murderers 362, 411
music 167, 415–450, 536; see also instruments
musicians 417, 423f., 426, 431–433, 437
Mylasa 157, 336
myrrh 361
Mysia 340, 451
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Mysians 337, 342
mysteries 87, 90, 103, 115, 120, 460, 484, 

487, 490
mystery 75, 103, 153, 206, 250, 467–469, 

501, 503, 529
mysticism 179, 182
myth, myths 103, 116, 118, 358, 366, 380, 

382, 482f., 490, 496

Naaman 241
Nabatea 156f., 505, 531
Nag Hammadi 179, 182, 192
Naphtali 329
Narcissus 483
narrator 39, 56, 72, 74, 502
Nazareth 21f., 59, 321, 427, 473, 514
Neapolis 438
Nebuchadnezzar 395f.
neighbor, neighbors  109, 169, 196f., 203f., 

248, 296, 324, 363, 386
Nemea 438
Nemesis 462, 483
Nero 355, 358f., 367
Nicanor 317
Nicodemus 42, 44
Nicolaitans 374f., 381, 383
Nicomedia 157
Nikephoros 355, 380
Nikias 114
Nikokrates 93f.
Noah 385
nomos 197, 445, 448; see also law
norms 144, 193, 195, 196, 201, 205, 211–

213, 216, 218f.
nous 182, 200, 205, 212f., 219, 277
nouthetein 219

oath, oaths 48, 239, 311, 363, 459, 485
obedience 37, 101, 125, 133, 187, 198, 

218f., 289, 464
obligation 114, 131, 204, 216, 313, 397, 

410, 516
Odysseus 479
Oenoanda 157
offense 46f., 50f., 59, 205, 207, 210f., 296, 

451, 462
offerings 90, 179, 305f., 310, 313, 315, 

325, 431, 500; see sacrifice
officials 91, 100, 161, 272, 289, 307, 314, 

347, 360

Olympiad 438
Olympian 257, 483f., 494, 503
omnipotence 462, 481, 499f.
omnipresence 26, 482, 494, 500
oracle, oracles 21, 56, 60f., 86, 96f., 99–101, 

243, 340, 348, 350, 360f., 499f.
orators 132, 153
orchestra 424
orchestration 492
ornamentation 308
orphans 92, 459
Orpheus 437
Orphism 117
ossuary 317
outsiders 23, 25, 31, 205, 211, 214, 321
Ovid 453, 458, 468, 477, 491

paean 435, 445
Pamphylia 321, 344
Pamphylian 340
Pamphylians 344
Panathenaia 437
Pannonia 441
panpipe 440
pantomime 445
pantomimi 432
Paphlagonia 340, 342
Paphlagonian 342
Papias 457
parable, parables 22f., 25, 28, 32, 39, 40f., 

368, 382, 473
paradise 387, 409f.
paraenesis 193, 466
paraklesis 193, 195, 198, 200, 202, 205, 208, 

215f., 219
parody, parodies 357, 359f.
Paros 300, 305
parousia 23, 42, 157f., 198, 204, 215f., 397, 

400
passions 131, 154, 180, 245, 250, 254, 482
Passover 417, 428, 444
Patara 157
patience 62, 126, 128
patriarchs 10, 62, 184, 191, 422
patron 111–113, 163, 437, 492–494
patronage 103
Paul
– in Athens 85, 115f.
– and Christian living 175–189
– evangelism 151–171
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– ethics 193–219
– and Jewish opposition 289–326
– metaphorical use of baptizein 274–279
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