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For this alone is lacking even to God,
to make undone things that have once been done.

Aristotle (quoting Agathon)
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Preface

This book is about how and why Germany became a parliamentary democracy
on October 28, 1918. That fact and that date — nearly two weeks before the
November Revolution, before the Social Democratic leader Friedrich Ebert as-
sumed the post of the Imperial Chancellorship, and before Wilhelm II abdicated
his throne — will come as a surprise to many readers, and that surprise in turn
provides perhaps the most compelling rationale for this book.

For a variety of reasons, we have neglected the rise and development of dem-
ocratic thought in Germany during the First World War. As a consequence, we
have lost sight of the many individuals and events discussed here that contributed
to the complete transformation of the German political system in the final months
of 1918. Although that formal change occurred in some ways unexpectedly, it
also took place as a logical result of intentional efforts by a large number of peo-
ple who had argued and fought for increased democratization in Germany over
the previous four years, and in many cases for long before that. During the war,
growing numbers of Germans even thought that democracy — for their own coun-
try and in general — was inevitable and unstoppable. That was probably too opti-
mistic, but the fact that so many believed it tells us something significant about
their outlook and helps to explain their actions. At the same time, of course, there
had always been opposition to democracy in Germany, and as the conflict wore
on that opposition grew into virulent hostility, only to intensify once the war was
lost and the forces of democracy prevailed. But that is the point: democracy did
prevail, and it did so not in the form of some foreign imposition, and not because
there seemed to be no better alternative immediately available, but because it
represented the conscious choice of countless Germans themselves who viewed
it as providing the best path forward for the future.

In this sensational sequence of events, Ernst Troeltsch, who lived from 1865
to 1923 and over the course of his life came to play a number of prominent roles
in his country, occupied a decisive position. Troeltsch was an acclaimed philos-
opher, historian, theologian, and sociologist, first at Heidelberg and then at Ber-
lin, arguably the two most important universities in Germany at the time. But he
was also an active politician and more generally one of the most well-known and
respected public figures of his day. Yet he, too, like the democratic movement of
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which he was an indispensable part, has been largely forgotten and, like it as
well, deserves greater recognition. Troeltsch was by no means the only person in
Germany who would advocate for democracy during the war. But given his
stature and intellectual authority he was uniquely able to promote it in ways that
made it seem both possible and palatable to a large segment of the population,
many of whom continued to regard democracy with wariness and suspicion — or
with open disdain.

Following an introduction outlining its three principal themes — the general
evolution of democratic thought and activity in Germany between 1914 and
1918; the nature and function of the so-called “culture war” during the same pe-
riod, of which the debate about democracy (both for and against) was a central
component; and finally the thought and personality of Ernst Troeltsch himself —
the first chapter of the book begins with the events immediately surrounding
August 1, 1914, the day mobilization was declared in Germany. Over the next
four years, the country and its people would undergo many profound and wrench-
ing changes, ultimately leading to the apparently abrupt transition from a consti-
tutional monarchy to a parliamentary democracy on October 28, 1918. How that
tectonic shift came to happen, the convoluted interplay of arguments, decisions,
and actions that took place in those intervening years — all of which were the di-
rect product of the war and its multiple pressures — forms the principal subject of
the chapters that follow.

Again, Ernst Troeltsch is far from the sole protagonist in this enormous drama
and is certainly not the most important one. And to be clear: this book does not
offer a conventional biography, tracing the entire span of Troeltsch’s life and
thought, nor is it an intellectual biography of him alone. It presents, rather, a kind
of intellectual-historical group portrait, depicting Ernst Troeltsch as he interacted
with some of the most consequential people and ideas of his time, focusing on
the last decade of his life and the role he played in defining and even shaping it.
But there were also, as I have said, many others who dedicated their energy — and
sometimes their lives — to realizing their vision of a democratic German future,
and a large number of them appear in this book as well.

Nevertheless, as one of the most famous intellectuals in the capital of Berlin,
and at a time when intellectuals truly mattered, Troeltsch occupied a singular
place at the center of a complex nexus of power and influence that gave him
privileged access to information few others had and enabled him to apply his
extraordinary abilities as few others could to the task of orienting his fellow Ger-
mans in a confusing and ever-changing reality. And he did not just comment on,
he also actively participated in some of the key political events of the day, giving
us, through him, an unusually direct and intimate perspective on those larger
developments. As the war persisted and it became possible to speak more freely



Preface XV

about political matters at home, Troeltsch and those who thought like him began
to press ever more forcefully for democratic reform and peace. They did not
succeed immediately, and their equally determined opponents almost won out.
But in the end, and almost unbelievably, the proponents of democracy triumphed
— even as Germany itself lost the war.

That mixed legacy served to lay the groundwork for the troubled history of the
Weimar Republic. This book, however, is not about that new state but about how
the elements that enabled it gradually emerged and coalesced within the old one.
Weimar endures as an object of even popular fascination in part because we
know that this seemingly improbable experiment in democratic self-governance
would not last and that it would fail after only fourteen years of existence, its end
hastened by the ceaseless and ever more malevolent assaults by its enemies. In
advancing a greater appreciation of the native origins of Germany’s first democ-
racy, this book will, I hope, contribute to the on-going revisions in how we judge
the Weimar Republic’s inherent chances for success and thus participate in the
continuing reevaluation of twentieth-century German and European history more
broadly. But the primary focus here is on those tumultuous and violent four years
between August 1914 and November 1918 in which a German democratic state
was originally conceived and then, against all odds, finally realized.






Introduction

Democracy in Germany

Among the received ideas surrounding the fall of the German Empire in 1918
and the subsequent declaration of what became known as the Weimar Republic
is the notion that the first German democracy more or less suddenly appeared out
of nowhere, emerging unexpectedly from within an otherwise deeply conserva-
tive and monarchical state, which made it all but destined to fail. On this reading,
the nascent republic was mortally compromised from the outset because there
was an insufficient number of actively committed democrats willing or able to
defend it against a majority of enemies all too determined to see it destroyed.
“The inner weakness and the death of the Weimar democracy,” Kurt Sontheimer
concluded in his classic study of 1962, “are inextricably linked with the effec-
tiveness of antidemocratic thought.”!

The congenital defect of the new state appeared to be two-fold: not only was
Weimar under constant inner siege by virulent antirepublican adversaries, it was
also, as the sardonic phrase has it, supposedly a “republic without republicans.”
There were at best, so the familiar narrative goes, a handful of “rational republi-
cans”? — Vernunfirepublikaner — who regarded the new state with cool pragma-
tism as a necessary but only “provisional roof,” to use Heinrich August Wink-

! Kurt Sontheimer, Antidemokratisches Denken in der Weimarer Republik. Die politischen
Ideen des deutschen Nationalismus zwischen 1918 und 1933, 2nd ed. (Munich: Nymphenbur-
ger, 1964), 11.

2 This term was coined by the historian Friedrich Meinecke, who wrote in November 1918:
“I remain, facing the past, a heartfelt monarchist, and will be, facing the future, a rational re-
publican.” Friedrich Meinecke, “Verfassung und Verwaltung der deutschen Republik,” in Poli-
tische Schriften und Reden, Werke, ed. Georg Kotowski (Darmstadt: Siegfried Toeche-Mittler
Verlag, 1958), 2, 281. See the pioneering essay on this subject by Harm Klueting, “‘Vernunft-
republikanismus’ und ‘Vertrauensdiktatur.” Friedrich Meinecke in der Weimarer Republik,”
Historische Zeitschrift 242 (1986), 69-98. On the entire phenomenon see Vernunftrepubli-
kanismus in der Weimarer Republik. Politik, Literatur, Wissenschafi, ed. Andreas Wirsching
and Jiirgen Eder (Stuttgart: Franz Steiner, 2008).

3 Heinrich August Winkler, “Der deutsche Sonderweg: Eine Nachlese,” Merkur 35/8
(1981), 801.



2 Introduction

ler’s evocative metaphor, and who were themselves all too eager to replace it at
the first opportunity with a more robust and durable alternative. Such apparently
grudging acceptance among an elite minority seemed debilitating enough. But
even worse were the open scorn and active hostility directed toward the Republic
by many others besides. Some detested it as the bastard child of both a shameful
defeat and the ignominious end to the monarchy. Others viewed democracy in
itself as fundamentally alien to German tradition and culture. The eventual col-
lapse of the Weimar Republic, repudiated and undermined by the very people it
was supposed to represent, thus seemed practically guaranteed. The unsteady
construction of the reviled state, lacking a deep foundation in either popular sen-
timent or historical experience, eventually and seemingly inevitably fell in on
itself, leaving a political vacuum that others quickly rushed in to fill.*

While much of the foregoing account is undeniably true — during the 1920s
there were many talented and resourceful antagonists of democracy in Germany,
perhaps none so generously equipped with cunning prowess and prosecutorial
zeal as Carl Schmitt — it tells only part of the story. There were also considerable
numbers of politicians, political theorists, and legal scholars, in addition to other
intellectuals from a variety of backgrounds — not to speak of the countless ordi-
nary citizens whose thoughts and actions went unrecorded — who throughout the
decade after the war devoted themselves to upholding both the idea and the reali-
ty of democracy in Germany and in the rest of Europe. From the prominent Aus-
trian jurist Hans Kelsen, who in 1920 published On the Essence and Value of
Democracy,’ acclaimed as one of “the great foundational writings on democracy
ever”® written; to the now neglected but once widely esteemed German political
economist Moritz Julius Bonn, who wrote perceptively about, and proposed solu-
tions to, The Crisis of European Democracy in 1925; to the social democratic

4 The idea that a “power vacuum” led to the demise of the Weimar Republic is the central
thesis of the influential book by Karl Dietrich Bracher, Die Auflésung der Weimarer Republik.
Eine Studie zum Problem des Machtverfalls in der Demokratie (Stuttgart: Ring-Verlag, 1955).

5 Hans Kelsen, Vom Wesen und Wert der Demokratie (Tiibingen: J.C.B. Mohr [Paul Sie-
beck], 1920); translated as The Essence and Value of Democracy, eds. Nadia Urbinati and
Carlo Invernizzi Accetti; trans. Brian Graf (Lanham: Rowman & Littlefield, 2013). Cf. also
Horst Dreier, Rechtslehre, Staatssoziologie und Demokratietheorie bei Hans Kelsen (Baden-
Baden: Nomos, 1986). See also the collection of all of Kelsen’s essays on democracy in Ger-
man and in English with an informative introduction by the editors: Hans Kelsen, Verteidigung
der Demokratie, eds. Matthias Jestaedt and Oliver Lepsius (Tiibingen: Mohr Siebeck, 2006).

¢ Katrin Groh, Demokratische Staatsrechtslehrer in der Weimarer Republik. Von der konsti-
tutionellen Staatslehre zur Theorie des modernen demokratischen Verfassungsstaats (Tiibin-
gen: Mohr Siebeck, 2010), 107.

7 Moritz Julius Bonn, The Crisis of European Democracy (New Haven: Yale UP, 1925);
there quickly followed a German version, Die Krisis der europdischen Demokratie (Munich:
Meyer & Jessen, 1925). For more on Bonn and his related writings, see Moritz Julius Bonn, Zur
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philosopher and legal theorist Hermann Heller, who was arguably the most bril-
liant political thinker on the left during the entire Weimar period and who became
a fierce adversary of none other than Carl Schmitt: these and other able advocates
of the Republic committed themselves in word and in deed to democracy by jus-
tifying its legitimacy and buttressing its institutions.® Leading scholars of consti-
tutional law such as Gerhard Anschiitz, Richard Thoma, Hugo Preu3, and Gustav
Radbruch were respected and influential voices who in their teaching and their
publications steadfastly promoted democratic principles and defended the new
German state founded on them. And some, such as Radbruch and PreuB, actively
sought to put those ideas into practice by serving in governmental politics.’
What is more, many observers on both the left and the right during the Weimar
period confidently assumed — or grimly accepted — that democracy in Germany,
as throughout the West, had become so firmly entrenched as to be all but inerad-
icable. In 1926, Heller asserted that, despite the various and acute challenges
facing it,
democracy today is by far the predominant form of governmental authority; our democratic
way of thinking, the result of a development of ideas over many hundreds of years, is today,

despite many antidemocratic sentiments, inextricably linked with the general context of all of
our epistemological, metaphysical, ethical, political, and legal notions.'°

Even Schmitt, in his provocative attempt to dissociate liberalism from democra-
cy in his strident essay on The Intellectual-Historical Condition of Modern Par-
liamentarianism, also of 1926, conceded, if with evident reluctance:

The history of political ideas and theories of the state in the nineteenth century can be summa-
rized by a simple slogan: the triumphal march of democracy. No state within the Western Eu-
ropean cultural sphere has withstood the spread of democratic ideas and institutions. Even
where strong social forces resisted, as in the Prussian monarchy, they still lacked an intellectu-
al energy going beyond their particular sphere that could have conquered the democratic faith.
Progress was simply synonymous with the expansion of democracy, antidemocratic resistance

Krise der Demokratie: Politische Schriften in der Weimarer Republik, 1919—1932, ed. Jens
Hacke (Berlin: de Gruyter, 2015). See also by Jens Hacke, “Moritz Julius Bonn — ein vergess-
ener Verteidiger der Vernunft. Zum Liberalismus in der Krise der Zwischenkriegszeit,” Mittel-
weg 36: Zeitschrift des Hamburger Instituts fiir Sozialforschung 6 (2010), 26-59.

8 See David Dyzenhaus, Legality and Legitimacy. Carl Schmitt, Hans Kelsen and Hermann
Heller in Weimar (Oxford: Clarendon, 1997). In his preface, Dyzenhaus writes: “Heller is hard-
ly known outside of Germany. This is unfortunate for, as I shall argue, his social democratic
theory of the legitimacy of the legal order is superior to Schmitt’s and Kelsen’s positions;” xi.

9 Cf. Martin D. Klein, Demokratisches Denken bei Gustav Radbruch (Berlin: Berliner Wis-
senschafts-Verlag, 2007).

10 Hermann Heller, Die politischen Ideenkreise der Gegenwart (Breslau: Ferdinand Hirt,
1926), 48. Cf. Marcus Llanque, ed. Souverdne Demokratie und soziale Homogenitdt. Das poli-
tische Denken Hermann Hellers (Baden-Baden: Nomos, 2010).
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merely a defensive posture, an apology for historically antiquated artifacts and the struggle of
the old with the new. [...] Ranke called the idea of popular sovereignty the most powerful idea
of the time and its conflict with the principle of monarchy the leading tendency of the century.
Since then, that conflict has, for now, ended with the victory of democracy. 1

And yet, because of the virtually single-minded focus on the forces that eventu-
ally undid the Weimar Republic, the debates about and, crucially, for democracy
during that period, as well as the particular character of Weimar democracy itself
as a political and legal reality, had long been all but ignored.'? Strikingly, as re-
cently as the year 2000, the editor of a collection of essays on the subject stated
that, as a result of this nearly universal neglect, “we still know almost nothing
about democratic thought in the Republic.”'* A decade on, in 2010, it still had to
be said about the 1920s in Germany that “democratic thought, particularly that of
constitutional law professors, has so far been researched only in a fragmentary
manner.”'*

It will come as no surprise, then, that a similar state of affairs exists with re-
spect to our general awareness of the immediate incubator of Weimar democracy,
namely the domestic political developments that took place in Germany during
the First World War itself. But the fact is that the Weimar Republic did not just
suddenly emerge ex nihilo or solely in response to the unprecedented crisis that
engulfed the stunned and reeling nation following the traumatic loss of both the
war and the Emperor. Rather, throughout the conflict, and especially during its
middle years, there had been a vigorous and constantly evolving debate among
preeminent German politicians and other public figures — including many univer-
sity professors, journalists, writers, and unaffiliated intellectuals — about their

1" Carl Schmitt, Die geistesgeschichtliche Lage des heutigen Parlamentarismus, 2nd ed.
(Berlin: Duncker und Humblot, 1926), 30-31; translated into English as The Crisis of Parlia-
mentary Democracy, trans. Ellen Kennedy (Cambridge, Mass.: MIT Press, 1985).

12 One important early exception is the excellent study by Herbert Doring, Der Weimarer
Kreis. Studien zum politischen BewufStsein verfassungstreuer Hochschullehrer in der Weimarer
Republik (Meisenheim am Glan: Anton Hain, 1975). And the most recent significant corrective
is by Jens Hacke, Existenzkrise der Demokratie. Zur politischen Theorie des Liberalismus in
der Zwischenkriegszeit (Frankfurt am Main: Suhrkamp, 2018).

13 Christoph Gusy, ed. Demokratisches Denken in der Weimarer Republik (Baden-Baden:
Nomos, 2000), 12. Heiko Bollmeyer, Der steinige Weg zur Demokratie. Die Weimarer Natio-
nalversammlung zwischen Kaiserreich und Republik (Frankfurt am Main: Campus, 2007), 28,
also writes that, before his own book, “the work of the Weimar National Assembly has never
previously been treated to a systematic investigation.”

14 Groh, 1. It has recently been argued that, apart from its cultural aspects, the Weimar Re-
public as a whole “has not received the attention it deserves” from scholars; see Michael Drey-
er, Andreas Braune, “Weimar als Herausforderung. Zum Umgang mit einer schwierigen Re-
publik,” in Weimar als Herausforderung. Die Weimarer Republik und die Demokratie im 21.
Jahrhundert, eds. Michael Dreyer and Andreas Braune (Stuttgart: Franz Steiner, 2016), xii.
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country’s political future. And for a significant portion of the participants in these
debates, that future was, and had to be, democratic. The end of the war and the
abdication of the Kaiser finally offered the opportunity to turn theory into prac-
tice. And even though the conditions were obviously far from ideal, it was in the
eyes of many at least the culmination of a development that was on balance
positive and in any case necessary — and above all unavoidable.

On December 16, 1918, Professor Ernst Troeltsch announced in a lecture to
the Democratic Student Union of Berlin: “Overnight we have become the most
radical democracy in Europe.”!® After having presumably got his listeners’ atten-
tion by that bold declaration, Troeltsch took care to emphasize, however, that

if one considers it more carefully, it did not in fact happen quite over night. Democracy is the
natural consequence of modern population density, connected with the education of the people
necessary for its sustenance, industrialization, mobilization, militarization, and politicization.16

It was these large and long-term social, economic, and political processes,
Troeltsch argued, that had created the conditions that made democracy not just
possible but also inevitable. Democracy was not one single thing or the result of
a single event, he insisted, but an accumulation of events and experiences over
time that had contributed to an enormous, and ongoing, process of social trans-
formation. Moreover, that process was in Troeltsch’s view consistent, or even
synonymous, with modernity itself and as such was a welcome but in any event
inexorable force.

Nevertheless, the intellectual developments that took place between 1914 and
1918 leading up to Troeltsch’s conclusion and everything it implies had long
been overlooked. Marcus Llanque, the author of a pioneering work on democrat-
ic thought in Germany during the war, stated in 2000 that, “the theoretical reflec-
tions on democracy during the First World War had not yet been the subject of an
independent inquiry” prior to his book.!? Yet there were many such “theoretical
reflections on democracy” during the entire period that merit close attention. To
mention only the most well-known example: at the end of 1917 and in early
1918, as the war still raged on and with no clear end in sight, no one less than
Max Weber wrote two weighty treatises, “Voting Rights and Democracy in Ger-

15 Ernst Troeltsch, Kritische Gesamtausgabe. Schriften zur Politik und Kulturphilosophie
(1918-1923), vol. 15, ed. Gangolf Hiibinger and Johannes Mikuteit (Berlin: de Gruyter, 2002),
211. This edition will henceforth be referred to in the notes as KGA.

16 Tbid.

17 Marcus Llanque, Demokratisches Denken im Krieg. Die deutsche Debatte im Ersten
Weltkrieg (Berlin: Akademie, 2000), 14.
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many”!® and “Parliament and Government in the Reordered Germany,”"® that

together articulated his theory, and expressly announced his endorsement, of par-
liamentary democracy.

And while these famous essays have certainly not been ignored by scholars,
Weber was scarcely alone. Hugo Preufl, who would become the author of the
Weimar constitution, published as early as mid-1915 The German People and
Politics (with a second edition of 8,000 copies coming out the following year),
which was quickly recognized as one of the most momentous publications of the
entire war.’ Because German censorship officially forbade and actively sup-
pressed public discussion of internal politics until the end of 1916, Preu3 was not
yet able to advocate openly for democratic reform in his book, and he even con-
spicuously avoided using the word “democracy” itself. He did, however, ad-
vance a bracing critique of the existing German state, and in so doing implicitly
created a space for promoting such reform, by characterizing the Imperial Reich
as an Obrigkeitsstaat, a word PreuBl made famous and is usually rendered in
English, somewhat misleadingly, as “autocratic state,” although “authoritarian
state” would be preferable and more accurate.”! By imposing rule by and from
above — that is, through the Obrigkeit —, the very structure of the German state,
Preuf3 argued, impeded Germany’s broad-based political and social development
from below — that is to say, by the people themselves. In a review of Preu3’s
book, the liberal constitutional scholar Gerhard Anschiitz noted that, “to be sure,
the author’s terminology avoids, apparently intentionally, the word democracy.”
But Anschiitz felt that Preu3 had nevertheless made it clear, and deplored the
fact, that the existing German state stood as “an antidemocratic island in the
ocean of a world that is becoming more and more democratic.”?

Hugo Preul3’s book — which also counted Ernst Troeltsch among its many ad-
mirers — was an exceptionally early, but hardly the sole contribution to the debate

18 Max Weber, “Wahlrecht und Demokratie in Deutschland,” in Gesammelte politische
Schriften, ed. Johannes Winckelmann, intro. Theodor Heuss (Tibingen: J.C.B. Mohr [Paul
Siebeck], 1958), 233-79.

19 Weber, “Parlament und Regierung im neugeordneten Deutschland,” ibid., 294-431.

20 Hugo PreuB, Das deutsche Volk und die Politik (Jena: Eugen Diederichs, 1915). Llanque,
Demokratisches Denken, 68, rightly asserts that the book “belongs among the outstanding pub-
lications of the World War.”

2l The word achieved widespread familiarity through a newspaper article Preu8 published
in the Berliner Tageblatt on November 14, 1918: “Volksstaat oder verkehrter Obrigkeitsstaat?”
Reprinted in Hugo PreuB, Staat, Recht und Freiheit. Aus 40 Jahren deutscher Politik und
Geschichte, with a foreword by Theodor Heuss (Tiibingen: J. C. B. Mohr [Paul Siebeck], 1926),
365-68.

22 Gerhard Anschiitz, review of Hugo PreuB, Das deutsche Volk und die Politik, in Preu-
fische Jahrbiicher 164 (1916), 341.
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about the need for democratic liberalization and political reform in Germany.
And even those at the time who were more skeptical, or merely cautious, about
those larger tendencies and who reserved judgment about whether they were in
themselves a good thing or not, nevertheless increasingly framed the discussion
of Germany’s political future around the relative merits or viability of democracy
in general in ways that sought to take into account the distinctive historical and
cultural identity of Germany. In late 1916, the moderate historian Friedrich Mei-
necke wrote an essay called “The Reform of the Prussian Franchise” that pro-
vides a good example of how some tried to accommodate the incursion of de-
mocracy in Germany with existing social and political realities:

We are also not out to win the satisfaction and complete agreement with democracy and social
democracy. We are not arguing from the standpoint of democratic ideals, but rather from that of
purely state interests. Germany is simply not made for pure democracy. Within its bourgeois
classes and in the entire rural population the monarchical tradition is rooted so deeply that
reasonable and pragmatic social democrats have now already begun to reckon with it and will
know how to find their way to the grand duke as well as to the emperor. Despite all democratic
mass movements, the aristocratic view of life is also so integral to the German sensibility, so
supported not only by our social structure and custom, but also by the spirit emanating from our
highest culture, culminating in Goethe, that, if one would only initiate our democracy properly
and not disturb its natural progression, it would also give birth to a new aristocracy and thus
organically grow into the old society and our national cultural context.?3

Even for Meinecke, who is typically held up as the very model of the reluctant,
“rational” republican, the question was clearly not if but rather fow Germany
would become more democratic.?* Or, as Gustaf Steffen, a Swedish social dem-
ocratic professor of law and member of the Swedish parliament who was sympa-
thetic to the German cause, pithily put it in his book of 1916, Democracy and the
World War: “There must be democracy. But how should democracy be?”?

23 Friedrich Meinecke, “Die Reform des preuBischen Wahlrechts,” in Politische Schriften,
152.

24 See the richly detailed corrective to the conventional view of Meinecke by Stefan
Meineke, Friedrich Meinecke. Personlichkeit und politisches Denken bis zum Ende des Ersten
Weltkrieges (Berlin: de Gruyter, 1995). See also Nikolai Wehrs, “Demokratie durch Diktatur?
Meinecke als Vernunftrepublikaner in der Weimarer Republik,” in Friedrich Meinecke in sei-
ner Zeit. Studien zu Leben und Werk, eds. Gisela Bock and Daniel Schonpflug (Stuttgart: Franz
Steiner, 2006), 95-118.

25 Gustav F. Steffen, Demokratie und Weltkrieg (Jena: Eugen Diederichs, 1916); cited by
Johannes Unold, “Deutscher Biirgerstaat,” Deutschlands Erneuerung. Monatsschrift fiir das
deutsche Volk 11 (1918), 49. Two years before the war began, Steffen had also published a
probing historical and analytical work on Das Problem der Demokratie (Jena: Eugen Diede-
richs, 1912). Interestingly, Troeltsch, who wrote in 1915 that he knew only yet another book by
Gustav Steffen, Die Demokratie in England. Einige Beobachtungen im neuen Jahrhundert und
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This is all not to deny that there were many outspoken and resolute opponents
of democracy in Germany who, as the war progressed, grew increasingly alarmed
at the widening acceptance of the idea that an expanding democratization would,
and indeed must, occur in Germany no matter the outcome of the war. Speaking
for countless others of similar mind, Kuno Count von Westarp, who was “proba-
bly the most influential conservative party politician in Germany during the first
third of the twentieth century,”?® published an essay in 1916 in which he advocat-
ed, as its title bluntly states, “Order and Subordination — not Democratic Egali-
tarianism.”?’ Twenty years later, in his authoritative history of conservative pol-
itics in Germany just before and during the war, Westarp justified his categorical
rejection of democracy by stating that he harbored principled reservations to-
ward the “opinion,” as he took care to call it, that

the political institutions in our Western neighbors and in the United States were the result of an
irreversible development of humanity and that the essence of all progress consisted in ever
greater political freedom, which was understood as an unlimited participation of the masses in
governing and constraining the state’s power with regard to all political endeavors.”

To Westarp, who viewed democracy less as a benefit and more as a threat to hu-
manity, resisting its encroachment was not just a political necessity, it was an
ethical obligation. “To the statesman who did not acknowledge democratic de-
velopment even in itself as legitimate,” he explained, “but viewed it as perni-
cious, resistance appeared as a duty and by no means as futile, if it were mounted
against the very first step and carried out with resolve.”?

Even taking into account the uncompromising opposition of Westarp and in-
numerable others like him, the larger point is that, even though there was often
fierce disagreement about the meaning and value of democracy, and despite
many challenges, setbacks, and reversals, some of the most intense political de-
bates in Germany from 1915 onwards revolved around democracy itself: what it
was or was not, how to promote and expand it, or how to check and contain it.
That this fact has largely been forgotten says less about the importance or quality

ein Renaissanceepilog (Jena: Eugen Diederichs, 1911), also said “I don’t rate him all that high-
ly.” Cf. Ernst Troeltsch to Eugen Diederichs, 10 July, 1915; in KGA 21, 109.

26 “Ich bin der letzte Preufle. ” Der politische Lebensweg des konservativen Politikers Kuno
Graf'von Westarp (1864—1945), Larry Eugene Jones and Wolfram Pyta, eds. (Cologne: Boéhlau,
2006), 1. The editors note, however, that “there is no comprehensive study of his political life
despite the abundance of available sources;” ibid.

27 Kuno Graf von Westarp, “Ordnung und Unterordnung — nicht demokratische Gleich-
macherei,” Kreuzzeitung, 23 January, 1916. Republished in Preussen und die Folgen, ed.
Achim von Borries (Berlin: J. H. W. Dietz, 1981), 88.

28 Kuno Graf von Westarp, Konservative Politik im letzten Jahrzehnt des Kaiserreiches,
Berlin: Deutsche Verlagsgesellschaft, 1935), 2, 217.

2 Tbid.
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of those contemporary discussions and struggles themselves than it does about
our own subsequent failure, for whatever assorted reasons, to perceive their sig-
nificance or even their very existence.

One final illustration of the many complexities and ambivalences involved: no
one could suspect the eminent historian and sociologist Otto Hintze — who has
been described as “methodologically the most advanced, if not overall the most
important German historian of the late Empire”** — of harboring insufficient loy-
alty to the German state. A proud and unapologetic Prussian, Hintze, with a face
bearing the deep scars giving testimony to his days as a member of a dueling
student fraternity, was outwardly and inwardly unmistakably a figure of the es-
tablishment. In 1910, Professor Hintze had been contracted by the highest au-
thorities to write the official history of the Hohenzollern dynasty, the ruling fam-
ily of Prussia and after 1871 of the united German Empire. Five years later, in
1915, the House of Hohenzollern would celebrate the 500-year anniversary of its
reign and wanted its triumphant story properly told. In preparation for the com-
missioned book, Hintze was even granted an hour-long audience with His Impe-
rial and Royal Majesty, King of Prussia and Emperor of Germany, Wilhelm II, an
event that Hintze fondly recalled until the end of his life.?! Clearly, the resultant
portrait did not displease its subject. When The Hohenzollern and Their Crea-
tion. Five Hundred Years of Patriotic History’* appeared on schedule, it was
distributed free of charge to all German schools, an act of largesse that was made
possible by a generous subvention from the Prussian government.** As the book
makes clear over the course of its more than seven hundred pages, Hintze, al-
though he privately harbored reservations about the person of the reigning mon-
arch, could not conceive of a Germany without the monarchy.

Nevertheless, as early as 1911, Otto Hintze was already entertaining the
thought that “perhaps the gradual democratization of political life is an unavoid-
able, even if undesirable, fate of the modern world, but it is not a blessing and not

30 Jiirgen Kocka, “Otto Hintze,” in Deutsche Historiker, ed. Hans-Ulrich Wehler, (Gottin-
gen: Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht, 1971), 3, 41. See also the collection of essays in Otto Hintze
und die moderne Geschichtswissenschaft. Ein Tagungsbericht, eds. Otto Biisch and Michael
Erbe (Berlin: Colloquium, 1983).

31 See Wolfgang Neugebauer, Otto Hintze. Denkrdume und Sozialwelten eines Historikers
in der Globalisierung, 1861—1940 (Paderborn: Ferdinand Schoningh, 2015), 418. See also
Meinecke, Autobiographische Schriften, Werke (Stuttgart: K. F. Koehler, 1969), 8, 235.

32 Otto Hintze, Die Hohenzollern und ihr Werk. Fiinfhundert Jahre vaterlindischer
Geschichte (Berlin: Paul Parey, 1915). Dietrich Gerhard, “Otto Hintze: His Work and His Sig-
nificance in Historiography,” Central European History 3 (1970), 18, said this work “is still
regarded as the most substantial history of Prussia and, in spite of its occasion, as sober and
balanced.”

3 Kocka, “Otto Hintze,” 44.
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a goal to aspire to, above all when it occurs at too rapid a tempo.”** Just before
the war in 1914, Hintze’s stance had moved again, ever so slightly, toward a re-
signed if still reluctant acceptance of such “democratization” as an undeniable
reality: “Even if one admits that the tendency toward the progressive democrati-
zation of public life is present, there is hardly any question that an unbridled
spread of this tendency would not be seen as a blessing.”’

By early 1917, some equivocation about the desirability of democracy in prin-
ciple still remained in Hintze’s mind. But he had by then recognized that fighting
against it would be self-defeating, whereas providing it with positive regulation
might contain or correct some of its excesses. As he wrote in an essay that year
on “The Democratization of the Prussian Constitution”: “The democratic move-
ment is here and is acting with fundamental force; it would be foolish to want to
resist it at all costs. One doesn’t need to promote it deliberately, but one must try
to guide it in the right direction.”® At around the same time, while commenting
“On the Reform of the Prussian Franchise,” Hintze came to this remarkable con-
clusion:

We are living in extraordinary times and have to acquaint ourselves with the thought that a
decisive step toward the democratization of our political and social life has become an inevita-
ble necessity. It does not matter if one greets that fact with jubilation or accepts it with silent
gravity as a perhaps fateful imperative of the hour. We are about to enter into a new chapter of
our history. Within the Empire, the European continent, indeed the world, we cannot alone re-
sist the great momentum of our time toward progressive democratization. We would thereby
withdraw into a dangerous isolation from the peoples of the earth.’’

The political realism of Hintze’s assessment is impressive, as is the intellectual
fairness it displays, leaving room as it does for differences of opinion about
whether democracy as such was a positive or negative ideal. But the fact stands
that, almost two years before the Weimar Republic was founded or could even be
imagined as a remote possibility, Otto Hintze, the very incarnation of a loyal
Prussian subject, left no doubt that, to his mind, there was no alternative for Ger-
many but to join the world in following the democratic path.

3+ Otto Hintze, “Das monarchische Prinzip und die konstitutionelle Verfassung,” in Staat
und Verfassung. Gesammelte Abhandlungen zur allgemeinen Verfassungsgeschichte, ed. Ger-
hard Oestreich (Goéttingen: Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht, 1962), 379. On these and the following
passages, see Neugebauer, 446—49.

35 Otto Hintze, “Das Verfassungsleben der heutigen Kulturstaaten,” in Staat und Verfas-
sung, 400.

36 QOtto Hintze, “Die Demokratisierung der preuBischen Verfassung,” Europdische Staats-
und Wirtschaftszeitung 2/18 (1917), 459.

37 Otto Hintze, “Zur Reform des preuBischen Wahlrechts,” Europdische Staats- und Wirt-
schaftszeitung 2/17 (1917), 435.
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— — “Germany, the War, and the Interna-
tional Community” 84
— — “Germany and the System of World
States” 177
— — “The History of the Prussian Constitu-
tion and Administration” 87
— — The Hohenzollern and Their Creation,
Five Hundred Years of Patriotic
History 9, 9n32
— — “The Meaning of the War” 177, 185
— — “Tax Reform of 1891” 87
Hintze, Paul von 515, 525, 526
Hirsch, Paul von 217
Hirschfeld, Magnus 102
Hitler, Adolf. See National Socialism
Hobbes, Thomas 565
Hohenborn, Adolf Wild von 293-294, 309
Hohen-Schillingsfiirst, Gottfried zu 454
Hohenzollern, Friedrich von (Fritz)
(second son of Wilhelm II) 96
Hohenzollern, Viktoria Luise von 469
Holtzendorff, Henning von 211-212, 308,
309
Hotzendorf, Conrad von 77
Huber, Ernst Rudolf 72, 537
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456n13

Jackh, Ernst 295n227, 559
Jaffé, Edgar 217

Jagow, Gottfried von 314-315
James, William 23

Jellinek, Georg 27, 36n109

Kahl, Wilhelm 212, 213, 252-255, 275, 325

Kant, Immanuel 36, 40, 165, 247n43,
247248, 275,461, 499, 534. See also
neo-Kantianism

Kapp, Wolfgang

— anti-Semitism and 548

— Bethmann Hollweg and 317-320, 323, 426

— Burgfrieden and 318, 320

— Fatherland Party and 326, 426-427, 428,
435, 535

— on invasion of Belgium 74

— Kapp Putsch and 548-549

— Troeltsch on 327-328

Keegan, John 79

Keim, August 425

Kelsen, Hans 2, 2n5

Kerenski, Alexander 508

Kessel, Gustav von 115

Kitchener, Lord 112

Kjellén, Rudolf 265-267, 267n127, 269,
271, 281

Kleist, Georg von 380

Kluge, Giinther von 435-436

Korte, Siegfried 426

Koster, Adolf 559

Kiihlmann, Richard von 458

Lamprecht, Karl 120

Lansing, Robert 461

Lasswell, Harold 112

Legien, Carl 217,217n169, 434, 464, 518,
519, 520, 522-523, 534. See also
The Labor Force in the New Germany
(Thimme and Legien, eds.)

Leibniz, Gottfried Wilhelm 28

Leppmann, Friedrich 505

Lerchenfeld, Hugo Count von 263

Lichnowsky, Karl Max Prince von 505,
505n203

Liebermann, Max 120

Liebknecht, Karl 71,316,412, 485, 537

Liszt, Franz von 96-97

Llanque, Marcus 5-6, 6n20, 402n110,
4391267

Lloyd George, David 279-280, 368, 418, 508

Loebell, Friedrich Willhelm von 156-157

Lohlein, Heinrich 113

Louis XIV, King of France 82

Liibbe, Hermann 31-32

Ludendorff, Erich von
— armistice and 515

— Bethmann Hollweg and 358-360, 369,
373, 421-422, 423

— death threats of 486

— educated elite and 373, 376

— Fatherland Party and 427, 428n228, 463

— Hindenburg and 470n63

— — on Battle of Amiens 492

— — on military victory 493-494

— levée en masse and 523-524

— Max von Baden and 500, 502-503, 507,
527-528

— Michaelis and 424, 511

— parliamentary democracy and 495498,
514

— peace and 417,421, 495498

— personal losses of 496

— revolution and 417, 495

— Solfand 500, 528

— on Spirit of 1914 376

— submarine warfare and 418-419

— Troeltsch and 463464, 511

— Valentini and 459

— Wilhelm II and 380, 421, 427, 463, 497,
528
— Wilson and 527-528

Ludendorff, Margarethe 496, 496n161, 528

Luxemburg, Rosa 485, 537, 554

Lyncker, Moriz von 237

Machtan, Lothar 501, 503n190
Mackel, Emil 102-103
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Mann, Anka 121

Mann, Thomas 572, 572n117

Marcks, Erich 27, 291

Marcuse, Ludwig 29

Mas, Ezéchiel du Mas, comte de Mélac 82

Masterman, Charles Frederick Gurney 112—
113

Max, Prince von Baden

— appointment as Chancellor and 500-503,
514

— breakdown of 531-532

— ceasefire and 515

— on “To the Civilized World!” (4n die
Kulturwelt!) 125

— on feared Allied invasion (1918) 524

— German democratization and peace
and 507, 509, 514

— homosexuality of 502, 503n190

— integrity and 498

— Ludendorff and 500, 502-503, 507,
527-528

— parliamentary democracy and 500501,
503,514

— peace and 207, 500-503, 507, 514

— Prussian franchise and 503, 514

— Reichstag and 532

— reorientation and 500

— resignation of 536

— speeches

— — proclamation by (Parliament of Baden)

(1917) 512

— Troeltsch and 28, 503, 504-514

Wednesday evening circle and 206207

— Wilhelm II and 239, 529-531, 537

— Wilson and 512, 514, 516, 527

Mayer, Gustav 205, 554

Meinecke, Friedrich. See also Germany
and the World War (Hintze and Meinecke,
eds.); monarchy, social

— on annexation 222-223

— on authoritarian state 389

— Bethmann Hollweg and 303, 373

— on Bethmann Hollweg’s submarine
policy 373-73

— censorship restrictions and 179n27

defeatism and 378

— defensive war and 60n57

— demobilization of minds and 471n68

— on Fatherland Party 427

— on Franco-Prussian war influence 131-132

— German College for Politics and 559

— on German democracy 394-396, 395n75

— German Society 1914 and 263

— Grabowsky and 431n218

— on ideas versus material forces 272n143

— on imperialism 408

— on Isenburg-Birstein 456n13

— on Kjellén 267n127

— Labor Force in the New Germany

and 217

— Max von Baden and 503

— on militarism 390, 392-393
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— parliamentarianism and 394-395, 395n73

— on peace 388, 395,413

— People’s League and 431, 434, 452

— on Prussian franchise 393-394

— on Rathenau 205, 555

— reorientation and 393-394, 438

— revolution and 393

— on social democracy 7
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— — “German Freedom” (lecture series,
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1917) 385, 387-396

— — at People’s League inauguration
(“Um Freiheit und Vaterland” (1917)
437n256, 437-438

— support for Bethmann Hollweg and 303

— Troeltsch and 27, 378, 390, 408

— on Troeltsch’s limit of hope 554

— University of Freiburg and 481

— walks in the Grunewald and 204-205,

378

— works

— — “Culture, Power Politics, and
Militarism” 177

— — “The Reform of the Prussian
Franchise” 7

— — “Social Democracy and Power
Politics” 222-223

— — “What Goods are We Fighting For?”
60n57

Meineke, Stefan 7

Metternich, Paul Graf Wolff 258, 259
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438
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Central European block and 295-298,

338
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— Ludendorff and 493

— Manifesto of the 93 and 120
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Peace and 325

— People’s League and 434

— Rathenau and 295n229

— on revolution 493
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— Troeltsch’s democratic Protestantism
and 40-41
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Norton, Kurt 56
Noske, Gustav 217, 228-229

Ockham, William of 564

Oncken, Hermann

— on Central European block 290-291

— on domestic crisis of 1916-1917 321
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— Labor Force in the New Germany

and 217,223

— People’s League and 434
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United and Free Nation” 221-222

— — “On the Threshold of the Third Year
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War 176, 177, 188

— — on World War I 53, 106, 177
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Planck, Max 120, 171, 214
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— — Marx and Hegel 264

— — The War and the National Econo-

my 264-65

Plessen, Hans von 239

Plessner, Helmuth 344

Plettenberg, Karl Baron von 123-125

Pohl, Hugo von 306

PreuB3, Hugo

— on authoritarian state 6, 94n189,
345-348, 349, 351, 383, 482
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— Burgfrieden and 6, 346, 347

— on competitive envy 57n50

— domestic crisis of 19161917 and

345-346

— onduty 351

— on general conscription 94n189

— German College for Politics and 559

— on German democracy 3, 6, 103n8, 346

— on German freedom 351-352, 356-357

— on German state 383, 482

— on hatred of Germans 102

— international opinion and 102

— parliamentarianism and 349, 394n70

— People’s League and 434, 533

— power of public opinion and 278n170

— Scheler on 103n8

— Troeltsch and 6, 347-348
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— — “Deutsche Demokratisierung” 394n70

— — The German People and Politics
(Das deutsche Volk und die Politik)
6n20, 6-7, 57050, 103n8, 278n170,
343n155, 345-347, 482

— — “Innere Staatsstruktur und duflere
Machtstellung” 351n185

— — “Volksstaat oder verkehrter Obrigkeits-
staat?” 6, 6n21

Pufendorf, Samuel von 565

Radbruch, Gustav 3

Rade, Martin 172

Ranke, Leopold von 4, 165, 487

Rathenau, Walther. See also levée en masse

— assassination of 485, 554-558

— Bethmann Hollweg and 283-284

— Central European block and 283n185,
283-286, 289

— Meinecke and 205

— Naumann and 2951229

— peace and 285, 516

— revolution and 555

— Troeltsch and 28, 516, 5160250, 522,
555-557

— working classes and 555
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— — Of Coming Things 377

— — “ADark Day” (1918) 516, 516n250

Rathje, Johannes 550

Reicke, Georg 122

Reinhardt, Max 120

Retzlaw, Karl 460, 464-466

Reventlow, Ernst Count zu 108, 163n247,
370

Richthofen, Hartmann von 534

Rickert, Heinrich 23, 244

Riezler, Kurt 124, 219, 237-238, 248, 286,
287, 290, 297, 2971239, 306, 306n16,
314, 367

Ritter, Gerhard 49n26, 71, 186

Rive, Richard Robert 426

R6hl, John C. G. 238

Rohrbach, Paul 163-64, 249, 322-323, 359,
377,415
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— — The German Idea in the World

163n249, 163-164
— “The Peace, Foreign Countries, and
the Pan-Germans” 322-323

Rontgen, Wilhelm 120, 126

Rosenberg, Arthur 97, 420, 458459, 497,
498, 529

Rousseau, Jean-Jacques 565

Rupprecht, Crown Prince of Bavaria 453,
498-499

Salomon-Delatour, Gottfried 25

Saunders, George 110-111

Sayce, Archibald 101

Schifer, Dietrich. See also Royal Library
Meeting (1918)

— on annexation 520

— covert activities of 303, 310-311

— on defensive war 521

— Fatherland Party and 427, 483

— on feared Allied invasion (1918) 517

— German government legitimacy and 518

— Independent Committee for a German
Peace and 326

— levée en masse and 519

— onpeace 311

— submarine warfare and 310-311,
313-314

— on territorial seizures 208

— on Wilson 521

Scharnhorst, Gerhard von 93-94, 145

Scheer, Reinhard 525
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— assassination attempt and 485-486

— on democratization 416

— January Strike (1918) and 466

— Labor Force in the New Germany
and 217

— Max von Baden’s resignation and 536

— people’s government and 365

— on Social Democrats (1915) 234

— “troops rid of fear” and 229

— Wilhelm II abdication and 529-530

— Wilhelm IT on 537
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— “On the Reorientation of Domestic
Politics” 228

Scheler, Max 103, 103n8, 104, 146

Schéuch, Heinrich 317, 435, 517

Schiffer, Eugen 206n121, 252

Schleiermacher, Friedrich 61, 203, 204,
204nl114, 275

Schmidt, Gustav 334n130, 340n149,
343n156, 345n160, 432n240

Schmidt, Robert 217

Schmidt-Ott, Friedrich 176-79, 186,
188-89, 517

Schmitt, Carl 2, 3, 4nll

Schmitz, Oskar A. H. 105-112

Schmoller, Gustav von 119, 120, 121, 321,
434n245

Schréer, Arnold 107

Schulze-Gaevernitz, Gerhard 159-160

Schumacher, Hermann 176

Schwabe, Klaus 13, 15-16, 63n67, 64n69,
135n126, 414n171

Schwerin-Lowitz, Hans Graf von 71

Seeberg, Reinhold 84, 208, 256

Seeckt, Hans von 293

Sering, Max

— on American democracy 397-400

— on authoritarian state 396

— on British democracy 397, 409

— on French democracy 397-398

— on Prussian franchise 401

— Seeberg Address and 211

— speeches of

— — “German Freedom” (lecture series,

Prussian House of Representatives,
1917) 385, 388

— “The State and Social Structure Among
the Western Powers and in Germany”
(Prussian House of Representatives,
1917) 396-402

Shakespeare, William 108

Siebeck, Paul 468

Siehr, Ernst 67

Siemens, Carl Friedrich von 252

Simmel, Georg 22, 84, 244

Simon, Helen 434, 434n245, 447

Sloane, William Milligan 398

Solf, Wilhelm. See also German Society
1914 (the “Club”)

— on annexation 259, 499, 500

— on Bethmann Hollweg’s submarine
policy 370

— on colonialism 177-178, 499n172, 513

— considered as candidate for Imperial
Chancellor 498-500

— Dernburg and 533

— detractors of 469

— on German democratization 439, 526

— Ludendorff and 500, 528

— on peace negotiations 259

— on reorientation 370

— speeches of

— — on foreign policy (German Society

1914) (1915) 499-500
— — Rede zur Griindung der Deutschen
Gesellschaft 1914 260-262

— Troeltsch and 499

— Wilhelm II and 263, 530-531, 538

— Wilson and 526, 528-529

— works
— “German Colonial Politics” 177, 258

Sombart, Werner 22, 30, 30n89, 65, 84,
184n41, 200, 200n103, 265, 266, 281

Sésemann, Bernd 32n97, 212n51, 432n240

Spengler, Oswald 569, 569n111

Steffen, Gustaf 7, 7n25

Stegmann, Dirk 283, 432n240, 439,
439n267

Stern, Fritz 32

Strachan, Hew 18, 18n57

Stresemann, Gustav 421

Stuck, Franz von 120

Studt, Conrad von 241
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Sudermann, Hermann 121-122, 126
Siiskind, Hermann 99, 99n206

Thaer, Albrecht von 495-496
Thimme, Friedrich 186,216-217,217n169,

234, 434. See also The Labor Force in the
New Germany (Thimme and Legien, eds.)

Thoma, Hans 120

Thoma, Richard 3

Thyssen, August 286, 325

Tirpitz, Alfred von. See also Royal Library

Meeting (1918); Tirpitz Plan

on annexation 520

Bethmann Hollweg and 74, 76n120, 314,
463

ceasefire (1917) and 460

on defeatism 521

on educated elites 376

Erzberger on 469

Fatherland Party and 427, 436

on feared Allied invasion (1918) 517
Holzendorft and 309

as candidate for Imperial Chancellor 427,
4271224

Imperial Navy Office and 113

on invasion of Belgium 74, 76n120
levée en masse and 518-519

lies and 306, 306n16, 313n45

on military victory 304, 520-521

on peace negotiations 520-521

on Prussian franchise 520

resignation of 314-316, 319

should be shot 469

Solfand 469

submarine warfare and 304, 307-308,
313-320

Troeltsch and 330n119, 463-464, 522
M. Weber on 430

Tonnies, Ferdinand 22, 30, 217, 276
Tocqueville, Alexis de 39, 410

Traub, Gottfried 167

Treitschke, Heinrich von 34

Treutler, Karl Georg 308

Troeltsch, Elise (sister) 378, 422-23
Troeltsch, Ernst. See also Berlin period;

educated elites, German (Bildungsbiirger-
tum); German culture; German democra-
cy; German freedom; historical develop-

ment and inevitability; ideas of 1914;

internationalism; political ethics; Volks-

heer (People’s Army) (Volk in Waffen)

character of 31-32, 88, 93, 140, 549

daily life of (1922) 66, 553, 556558,

557n72

death of 573

education and career of 27-32, 171-175

as example postscript

neglect by scholars of 26-27, 52n37, 148

obituaries of 28,29, 31, 550

personal finances and 173, 558, 572-573

personal losses 98-99, 99nn204,206, 132,

455,552

political activities of 29-32, 53, 55n45,

235-236, 550-552

as polymath 21-27

reputation of 28-32, 171, 205, 440, 551

scholarly activities of 551-554

speeches and lectures

— After the Declaration of Mobilization
(Nach Erkldrung der Mobilmachung)
53n37, 53-66, 55n45, 221, 281

— The Culture War (Der Kulturkrieg)

(Berlin) (1915) 191-202

— to Democratic Student Union of Berlin
(1918) 5,538

— “Ethics and Cultural Philosophy”
(Berlin) (1915) 203

— The German Essence (Das Wesen des

Deutschen) (Karlsruhe) (1914) 129,
138-147, 181, 182,241, 278-279

— “The German Idea of Freedom”
(“Die deutsche Idee von der Freiheit,”)
(Vienna) (1915) 129, 129n103, 251,
251n54, 338-357, 340n149, 391, 392,
405

— “History of Modern Philosophy”
(University of Berlin) (1922-1923) 553

— “The Ideas 1914” (“Die Ideen von
1914”) (German Society 1914)
(1916) 251, 268n132, 268-282, 301,
341, 357, 446

— “The Inner Connection of Political

Demands” (“Der innere Zusammen-
hang der politischen Forderungen”
(Prussian Landtag) (1918) 440n271,
440-451, 441n274, 443n285, 463, 467,
470,471-472, 473, 478, 510



616

Index of Names

Natural Law and Humanity in World
Politics (Naturrecht und Humanitdt in
der Weltpolitik) (Kiel, Berlin, Diissel-
dorf) 558-572, postscript

“The Onslaught of Western Democra-
cy” (“Der Ansturm der westlichen
Demokratie”) (Prussian House of
Representatives, 1917) 402411,
403nn111,113, 405n123, 445

“On the Criteria for Judging Historical
Matters” (“Uber MaBstibe zur
Beurteilung historischer Dinge”)
(Kaiser’s birthday address)

(1916) 142-143,241-251, 341, 406
“Political Ethics and Christianity”
(Politische Ethik und Christentum)
(Protestant Social Congress) (1904)
32-40, 95, 276, 350, 355, 405n118, 446
“Private Morality and State Morality”
(“Privatmoral und Staatsmoral”)
(Berlin, January 1916) 251, 251n54,
378-379, 379n14

on Industrialists’ Petition (1915) 212,
212n51

“Unser Volksheer” (Mannheim)
(1914) 89-98

— works

The Absoluteness of Christianity and
the History of Religion (Die Absolutheit
des Christentums und die Religions-
geschichte) 24,243

analysis of 32n97

“Die Aufklarung” (“The Enlighten-
ment”) 24n65

Augustine, Christian Antiquity and the
Middle Ages (Augustin, die christliche
Antike und das Mittelalter) 203
Bethmann Hollweg’s obituary 370—
372,373

“Church and Religious Politics in
Relation to Social Democracy”

(“Die Kirchen- und Religionspolitik
im Verhéltnis zur Sozialdemokratie™)
229-235

collections of 26n74

The Culture War (Der Kulturkrieg)
191-202

“Denunciations of Defeatism”
(“Anklagen auf Defaitismus™) 473—
475, 477-481, 489

“The End of Militarism” (“Das Ende
des Militarismus ) 545-546

German Faith and German Custom
(Deutscher Glaube und Deutsche
Sitte) 131, 132-138, 135n126, 139,
140, 181

German Future (Deutsche Zukunft)
251

Historicism and its Problems (Der
Historismus und seine Probleme) 22,
25,27,35n105, 249, 482n103, 553, 572
Das Historische in Kants Religions-
philosophie. Zugleich ein Beitrag zu
den Untersuchungen tiber Kants
Philosophie der Geschichte 203n113
“Imperialism” (“Imperialismus™)
(1915) 158-169, 201, 341

“The Inner Connection of Political
Demands” (“Der innere Zusammen-
hang der politischen Forderungen™)
440nn268,271, 440-451, 443n285, 463,
467,470

“Der Krieg und die Internationalitét
der geistigen Kultur” 87-89

“Meine Biicher” 24n65

“Moderne Geschichtsphiloso-

phie” 204n114

“On Several Peculiarities of Anglo-
Saxon Civilization” 405n123
“Politics of Courage and Politics of
Sobriety” 327-334, 334n129, 422, 423
The Social Teaching of the Christian
Churches (Die Soziallehren der
christlichen Kirchen und Gruppen) 22
Spectator Letters (Spektator-Briefe)
(1918-1922) 542-550

“The Spirit of German Culture”

(“Der Geist der deutschen Kultur”)
(1915) 129, 178-186, 184n41, 189—
190, 198, 201, 250, 333n127, 339, 341
“Two Kinds of Realpolitik” (“Zweierlei
Realpolitik™) (1918) 487-492

Unser Volksheer 89-98

“Was man vor einem Jahre in Berlin
von der Revolution personlich erleben
konnte” 539n1, 539-546
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— — “Why do I Pledge Myself to Democra-
cy?” (“Warum bekenne ich mich zur
Demokratie?”) (1920) 544

Troeltsch, Ernst, Senior 98, 455

Troeltsch, Eugenie (mother) 98, 455

Troeltsch, Marta (wife) 172, 173, 556, 557

Troeltsch, Wilhelmine (sister) (m. W. Weber)

99
Trott zu Solz, August von 241

Valentini, Rudolf von 156-157, 358, 459,
502

Vico, Giambattista 25

Vierkandt, Alfred 205

Vietinghoff-Scheel, Leopold von 151

Volkelt, Hans 470-475, 484-485, 489

— “Denunciations of Defeatism” (“Denun-
ciations of Defeatism”) (Troeltsch) and
472-481, 489

Wahnschaffe, Arnold 220, 360, 363364,
416

Waldstein, Felix 534

Wallenstein, Albrecht von 463

Walz, Emst 52, 57

Wartenburg, Heinrich Yorck von 366

Webb, Clement 128-129

Weber, Alfred 240, 434, 551

Weber, Marianne 27, 172, 214

Weber, Max

— Below and 481

— Delbriick-Dernburg Petition and 214

— on democracy 543n10

— Fatherland Party and 429-430, 431, 435

— German College for Politics and 559

— Herrenvolk and 476086, 476-477

— memoranda

— — “The Intensified Submarine War”

(1916) 311-313

— National Committee for an Honorable
Peace and 325

— on Naumann 297n240

— People’s League and 434

— on Prussian franchise 430

— speeches

— — inaugural address of 1895 271

— Tirpitz and 313n45, 315

— Troeltsch and 22,27, 30, 172, 442,
4764717, 543n10

— on will of the people 346

— works

— “Parliament and Government in the
Reordered Germany” 5-6, 476477

— — Die protestantische Ethik und der Geist

des Kapitalismus 30n89
— — “Voting Rights and Democracy in
Germany” 5-6

Weber, Wilhelm 99

Weisbach, Werner 45, 205, 206, 467,
522n268, 529, 573

Weizsdcker, Karl von 422

Wells, H.G. 110

Wenck, Martin 440, 487, 487n125

Werner, Anton von 258

Westarp, Kuno Count von 8, 8n26, 262,
365, 366

Wilamowitz-Moellendorft, Tycho 485

Wilamowitz-Moellendorft, Ulrich von 84,
120, 128n101, 171, 485

Wile, Frederic William 51, 69, 80, 105

Wilhelm I 46, 54

Wilhelm IT

— abdication of XIIL, 5, 529-531, 537-538,
540

— barbarism/brutality and 78, 111

— Bethmann Hollweg and 371, 423

— birthday celebration of (1916) 241-251,
341, 406

— Central European block and 283

— change of Imperial Chancellors and 423

— conquest and 70, 92

— flight to front of 238-240, 538

— German armed forces and 239-240

— on German collapse 537

— German democracy and 96, 494
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economic factors. See also Central European

block (Mitteleuropa); class interests;

imperialism; industrialists; naval power;
Plenge, Johann; starvation and shortages;
working classes

— abstract versus practical 277-278

— Anglo-Saxon freedom and 143

— as cause of war 45, 46, 561
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— consequences of war and 536-537

— democracy and 193

— European liberalism and 35

— Fatherland Party and 513

— Fourteen Points and 460461

— ideas of 1914 and 277

— Industrialists’ Petition and 207-208

— military victory and 479480

— peace and 55-56, 448-449, 516

— Troeltsch on 135, 277-278, 405,
448-449, 478, 513

— unification and 145-146, 344

— Weimar Constitution and 448n298

Western franchise and 397n81

— WWIand 45, 46

educated elites, German (Bildungsbiirger-
tum). See also culture war; Delbriick Hans
and other educated elites; “German
Freedom” lectures and other public
statements; German Society 1914 and
other organizations; Germany and the
World War (Hintze and Meinecke, eds.)
and other publications; ideas of 1914;
intellectual civil war; Royal Library
Meeting (1918); Wissenschaft

— assassination and 485486

— courage of 402

— future of 552

— internationalism and 82-89

— public opinion and 61-62, 192-193

— spirit of 1914 and 20-21

— Tirpitz on 376

— Troeltsch on 22-26, 27-28, 30-31, 62,
175, 179, 190-202, 491-492, 550,
556-557, 559

— war of words and 100-105, 120-129

educated elites, international 139, 180.
See also culture war (Kulturkrieg),
internationalism

education and cultivation (Bildung) 183,
193, 353, 552. See also Sonderbildung
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spirit of 1913; spirit of 1914

— culture war and 65, 65n71, 138-139,
192-193

— Fatherland Party and 442

— Germany and the World War and 176

— nationalists and 488

— reason versus 55n45, 56, 142

— Troeltsch on 55n45, 56, 65, 65n71,
139-140, 146, 564

Enlightenment 11, 24, 86, 208, 267, 281,
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Entente and Allies. See also America
(United States); Britain (England); culture
war (Kulturkrieg); deaths and casualties;
Eastern Front; France; peace; Russia; war
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culture; Western freedom; Western Front

— blamed for causing war 527-528

— censorship and 386387

— freedom and democracy and 386, 436

— “German Freedom” lectures and (1917)
and 388

— German militarism and 145

— Germany and the World War and 187

— feared invastion (1918) and 494, 517

— peace and 386, 387, 404, 407408, 464

— propaganda and 133-134

— Prussian franchise and 444-445
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— Troeltsch on 407

— view of Germany of 279-280
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envy 43,57, 57n50, 84, 102-103
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ity; League of Nations; natural law;
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— American versus French 351
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— “German Freedom” lectures and 402
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— justice versus 267

— new Germany and 265
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— social democracy and 546

— among states 85, 185, 347, 450451

— Troeltsch on 36, 37, 63—64, 250, 276,
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equal rights. See Prussian franchise; rights
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Estonians 493

ethics. See political ethics (morality)
(values)

ethnicities 40, 165-166, 184, 198-199,
338-339, 351, 354-355. See also Central
European block (Mitteleuropa); Vélker-
individualititen (nationalities)

European culture. See Western culture
(European and American)

Evening Post (British newspaper) 314

existence of Germany 55. See also
defensive war

expansionism. See annexation, conquest and
expansionism

experience versus abstract laws 24. See also
Realpolitik

farmers 45, 289, 363, 410, 416417,
434n243, 436, 523

fascism (“Faszistentum™) 549n36, 556,
556n62

fatherland 260-261, 522

— Troeltsch on 442, 556

Fatherland Party, German (Deutsche
Vaterlandspartei). See also intellectual
civil war

— Below and 483

— critics of 431432

on feared Allied invasion (1918) 517

— German democracy and 423—430,
435-436
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— German government legitimacy and 518

— German state and 437, 444
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— Ludendorff and 428n228, 463
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— membership statistics 433n242
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— Wilhelm II abdication and 530-531

Federal Republic of Germany 447

feminism 12, 434n245, 447

Finland 493

Flanders 453, 496

food. See blockade, British; starvation and
shortages

Fourteen Points (Wilson) 460462, 463,
514, 516, 533-534. See also Wilson,
Woodrow

France. See also Battle of the Marne (1914);
Entente and Allies; Franco-Prussian War
(1870); French Revolution (1789);
Heidelberg; Napoleon; Western culture;
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can); Western democracy; Western
freedom; Western Front
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— blamed for causing war 54-55

— Central European block and 286, 287

— constitution of 36

— culture war and 104

— declaration of war on 66

— Fourteen Points and 461
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German hatred and 106

Germany and the World War and 178
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historical ideas and 300
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National Guard militia 95

national individuality and 181
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Schlieffen plan and 49, 68, 493
Seeberg Address and 209

social democracy and 400
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133,179, 181
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democracy and 445448

established 526, 528

German freedom and 184
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historical development and 417, 567
public opinion and 363, 364

Troeltsch on 445-448, 567

Western versus German 396-397, 397n81
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British blockade and 131-132
“defeatism” and 474
Fatherland Party and 426

as heroic 174, 291

historical necessity and 57, 82
1914 compared 54, 69, 91
spirit of 1914 and 52
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— abstract versus exercise of 274-276
— historical development and 183-184,
350, 405-407
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— political ethics and 35-36, 298

— Troeltsch on 35, 274-276, 338-357, 411
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freedom of the press 218-219, 466—467.
See also Burgfrieden and military
censorship

freedom of speech and assembly 465,
466467

freedom of spirit 546547

freedom of the seas. See naval power and
freedom of the seas

free-market theory 320. See also capitalism

Free Patriotic Association 252-257, 325,
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Free Trade Unions 470471

freiheitlich 438n263, 438-439, 444, 512, 514
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French Revolution (1789) 11, 93-94,
94n189, 265-266, 409, 438n263, 565.
See also Levée en masse
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demokratie 476

future Imperial Chancellor 434

future of Germany (new Germany). See also
German democracy; The Labor Force in
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eds.); The Labor Force in the New
Germany (Thimme and Legien, eds.);
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— German freedom and 300

— historical thinking and 545

— ideas of 1914 and 265

— the people and 546
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geographical situation 344-345, 390

German army. See also Battle of the Marne
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strikes and mutinies; Volksheer (People’s
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— “black day” (August 8, 1918) 492

— crumbling from within (1918) 495
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— surrender of (1918) 495
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development; Meinecke, Friedrich and
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revolution; social democracy; trust;
Volksheer (People’s Army) (Volk in
Waffen); Weimar Republic

— argument for XIII-XV

— culture war and XIV, 12-16, 193-194,
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507-511, 538, 543n10, 543-544,
546-547, 550-555

— Western democracy compared 93-94,
143-147, 279-280, 348, 396411

— Wilson, Woodrow and 11-12, 381-402,
525-527

— World War I and 1, 4-5, 95-96

— as World War I cause 80

German Democratic Party 29, 534, 544,
545, 550, 551, 555. See also Weimar
Coalition

German Empire. See also Bismarck, Otto
von; Hintze, Otto; Hohenzollern dynasty;
World War 1

— fall of 1, 535-536, 545

— founding (unification) of 9, 54, 55-57,
184, 230, 260, 344, 451-452
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— Troeltsch on 64-65, 535-536

German essence. See German culture
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— Western freedom compared 147,
182-186, 200, 279, 280-281, 340,
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“German Freedom” lectures (Prussian
House of Representatives) (1917) 385—
412, 412n161, 416, 429
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military elites, German; monarchism;
political elites; Reichstag; reorientation
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— constitution of 222, 239, 335-338, 457,
526-527, 532
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— Troeltsch and 179, 282, 332-333, 378,
545

German idealism 166, 182, 391

German identity 199

German literature, art, and music 182

German military dictatorship 459—460
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German National Union (1860s) 451452
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Imperial Naval Cabinet; Imperial Naval
Office; military elites, German; naval
power and freedom of the seas; submarine
(U-boat) warfare; Tirpitz, Alfred von and
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German-Prussian Imperial constitution 545

German Revolution. See November
Revolution (1918)

German Social Democratic Party 7-8

German Society 1914 (the “Club”) 257—
264, 268, 269, 301, 330, 370, 440, 455,
498-500, 555, 556. See also Solf,
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— Troeltsch’s address to (1916) 263-282,
301, 342

German state 3, 6, 9, 39, 89, 131, 137, 182,
197,231, 249, 265, 276, 331, 337, 345,
376, 383, 386, 401, 448, 527. See also
authoritarian (autocratic) state (Obrig-
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Germany and the World War (Hintze and
Meinecke, eds.) 176-190, 186n53, 189,
198, 258, 339

Gleichberechtigung 347

goal of history 242-243, 247

God 43,59, 64-65, 70, 91, 140, 157,
390-391
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England) 105, 108
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postscript
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Heidelberg 56-57, 82,91, 172-173
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— Heidelberg University public gathering
(1914) 52-66
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Heidelberg

“Heil dir im Siegerkranz” (Hail to Thee
in Victor’s Wreath) (German national
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476477
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freedom, idea of; humanity; international-
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defensive war and 56, 65, 169

— democracy and 279-280

— domination and 567, postscript
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— Troeltsch on 35, 56, 65, 169

humanitarianism 244, 480, 513-514
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rights; the people (the masses) (das Volk);
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— essence of 246-247
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(Kulturkrieg); Enlightenment; freedom,
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38-41
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— German freedom and 280-282
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— National Socialism and 15-16
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— peace and 420

— Plenge and 103n7, 265-266, 267-269
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— political awakening of the people

and 275-276, 524

relativism, cultural and 242-251, 279

scholarly misinterpretation of 13—19

— spirit of 1914 versus 13-21, 90, 301-302

— Troeltsch on 20, 242-251, 268n132,
268-302, 341, 357, 446, 524

ideological purity 230-233

imperialism. See also annexation, conquest
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colonialism; self-determination; world
domination

— Allies and 407

— American 160, 270
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— British 159-160, 185, 270, 271, 405
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— Central European block and 298
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independence of others 166
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Peace 326,517, 519-520

Independent Socialist Democratic
Party 227, 264, 462, 525
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the people (the masses) (das Volk)

— decline of West and 569

— historical development and 22

— the state and 137, 147, 182, 301,
351-355,357,390-391, 409, 446447,
478

individual freedom. See also autonomy;
equality; France; human rights; liberalism
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— collective freedom and 167, 406407

— common culture and 571

— German constitutional monarchy and 401

— German essence and 145

— historical thinking and 342-344
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242, 244,278-279, 353, 569

industrialists 211, 220, 289, 325, 416417,
433, 463, 466, 488, 507, 545-546.
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Industrialists’ Petition 207-208, 213, 233

industrial workers 184, 230-231, 364, 464

industriousness 145-146

inequality. See also great men; Prussian
franchise; world domination
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— Troeltsch on 38, 564, 567
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mobilization of opinion; propaganda
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nation (introspection)
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intellectual civil war (partisanship and
polarization). See also “Berlin Declara-
tion” (1917); culture war (Kulturkrieg)
and other causes; demobilization of
minds (cultural disarmament) (intellectual
armistice); Fatherland Party and other
participants; future of Germany (new
Germany); peace; reorientation (reform);
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war aims; war of words (international
opinion); Weimar Republic

— Burgfrieden and 149, 151, 251, 468

— culture war and 190-191, 481, 561-562

— future of Germany and 571

— ideas of 1914 and 251-255, 265,
273-274,278-281
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— winter of 1915 and 254-255
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schaft, Kunst und Technik 83-97, 101, 186

internationalism. See also annexation,
conquest and expansionism; cosmopoli-
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(international opinion)

— British 82-83

— culture war and 189-190

— death of 82-89

— German culture and 82-83, 85-86,
179-185

— German freedom and 168, 438
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403, 461, 510. See also Peace Resolution
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international opinion. See culture war
(Kulturkrieg); war of words
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Italy 46,47, 160, 178, 187, 188, 287, 323,
474
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Jews 548. See also anti-Semitism
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July Crisis (1914) 44-45, 90
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Junkers 392-393, 427n224, 548. See also
Beerfelde, Hans-Georg von

justifications for war. See defensive war;
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just wars 52, 134-135
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paper) 559
Kiel uprisings 464, 465, 525, 532, 536, 540,
558. See also strikes and mutinies
Kriegspublizistik (intellectual war journal-
ism) 16
Kulturkrieg. See culture war
Kulturwissenschaften (cultural sciences) 25
Der Kunstwart (journal) 543, 547

labor. See working classes

The Labor Force in the New Germany
(Thimme and Legien, eds.) 216-218,
217n169, 221n186, 221-236, 330, 333,
482, 482n103

— Troeltsch on 234-235

Lake Starnberg 557-558

“La Marseillaise” (French national
anthem) 59

Latvians 493

League of Nations 36-37, 40, 397, 461,
533n317, 561

“League of Nations and Peace” (People’s
League public meeting, 1918) 532-538,
535n126

Le Figaro (French newspaper) 126

Leipziger Volkszeitung (newspaper) 49, 233,
502

Le Temps (French newspaper) 368

levée en masse (1918) 514-525, 522n268,
555

liberalism and liberals. See also cosmopoli-
tanism; Delbriick, Hans and other
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liberals; German Democratic Party and
other parties; German Society 1914 and
other organizations; The Labor Force in
the New Germany (Thimme and Legien,
eds.); reorientation (reform); Vossische
Zeitung (newspaper); Western freedom

— German democracy and 3, 565

— imperialism and 159-160, 162—-166

— Labor Force in the New Germany
and 217

— Max von Baden and 29

— national 324, 367

— Realpolitik and 39-40, 269n132, 490,
544

— reorientation and 219, 438

— social 163, 163n247

— the state and 35, 329

Troeltsch on 35,3940, 147, 269n132,

490, 544, 565

— unification and 344

Liberal Party (Britain) 111

Liege (Belgium) 68-69, 81, 81n141

lies 126-127,278, 278n170, 306, 306n16,
430

“light” (of reason, hope, life) 546

Lincé (Belgium) 81n141

Lithuania and Lithuanians 456n13, 493

London Society for the Study of Reli-
gion 31

Louvain (Belgium) 77-79, 81-82, 123

loyalty. See patriotism and loyalty

RMS Lusitania 188, 190, 307-308, 309,
309n29

“Luxembourgization” 222-223, 417

Manifesto of the 93 (To the Civilized
World!) (An die Kulturwelt!) 120-129,
126n96, 177, 214

— Troeltsch and 128n101, 128-129, 132

Manifesto of the Three (“The Imperative of
the Hour”) 233-234

Marburg School 23

Marxism 264, 265. See also Bernstein,
Eduard

mass culture, democratic 331

the masses. See the people (the masses)
(das Volk)

mass events. See also anti-war protests;
strikes and mutinies

— Berlin (1914) 46-47

— British declaration of war and 105

— against international opinion 102

— invasion of Belgium and 67

— mobilization and 51-52

— songs and 58

— spirit of 1914 origins and 48-51

— Wilhelm II’s addresses (Berlin)
(1914) 43-44, 50-51

“master race.” See Herrenvolk

“melting pot” 272-273

Middle Ages 564, 566

middle classes 216, 316, 363, 465-466, 547

milieu theory (Balzac) 551

militarism. See also barbarism, brutality, and
atrocities; discipline, order and organiza-
tion; imperialism; military power/victory;
police state; violence and destruction;
world domination

— class interests and 545-546

— Fatherland Party and 438

— geopolitical necessity and 390

— ideas of 1914 and 14, 16, 280

— Meinecke on 390, 392-393

— political moderation and 152-153

— Troeltsch on 58, 64n69, 130, 132,
134-135, 146, 545-546

— Western powers and Germany com-
pared 279

— words into deeds and 61-62

military elites, German. See also authori-
tarian state (Obrigkeitsstaat); censorship;
Falkenhayn, Erich von and other military
elites; military power/victory; Prussian
army

— Battle of the Marne and 117

— Bethmann Hollweg and 358-360,
372-373

— civilian authority over 528

— class interests and 491

— H. Delbriick on 359-360

— Fatherland Party and 433

German democratization and 417

January Strike (1918) and 466, 467

— levée en masse and 524-525

— liesand 126-127
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— People’s League and 433, 459

— public opinion (1918) and 523

— Realpolitik and 488, 492

— submarine warfare and 358, 369,
372-373,417-418

— Wilson on 527

military honor 372n284

military power/victory. See also German
army; German navy; militarism; military

elites, German; naval power and freedom

of the seas; Schlieffen plan; Seeberg
Address (“Intellectuals’ Petition”) and its
organizers; submarine (U-boat) warfare

— armistice (1918) and 542

— as cause of war 561

— defeat and revolt versus 327

— economic factors and 479-480

— Fatherland Party and 435, 463

— peace and 43, 70, 76, 156-157, 164, 207,

209, 210, 222, 258-259, 280, 303, 310,
311,358,368, 413, 418-423, 435, 456,
493494

— Troeltsch on 332, 377-378, 411, 448—
449, 454, 463, 470, 475, 479480, 520

militia 95, 97, 139

Mitteleuropa. See Central European block

Mittwochabend (Wednesday Evening circle)

(H. Delbriick) 206-207, 211, 252, 324,
377,396, 433, 434, 459, 503, 504, 504.
541, 541, 550. See also Delbriick-Dern-
burg Petition

mobilization of minds 12, 191. See also

culture war (Kulturkrieg); demobilization

of minds; intellectual civil war (partisan-
ship and polarization)

mobilization of opinion 14, 112-115,
115n57, 133, 192-193, 199-200, 558.
See also propaganda

monarchism. See also aristocratic idea;
German government; patriarchy;
Wilhelm 11

— end of 526, 528-530

— German army and 64n69, 95, 97

— German democracy and 1, 2,34, 7,219,

226,227,277, 279, 333, 365, 366, 413,
494, 508-511

— parliamentary democracy and 145, 365

historical development and 144—145, 146

— peace and 395, 404, 411

— Prussian 3,9, 9n32

— Russian 143

— social 277, 346 346, 387, 395, 401, 413

— social democracy and 277, 413

— Social Democrats and 219

— socialists and 227, 387, 413

— Troeltsch on 39, 95, 97, 144-145, 146,
195,277,279, 404, 411, 508-510

money 48, 133, 200, 275, 305, 360, 387,
399, 463, 465, 522, 557

morality. See political ethics (morality)
(values)

Moroccan Crisis, second 149

most-favored-nations treaties 289

“mother earth” 38

“‘My army and My navy’” 94-95

National Committee for an Honorable
Peace 324-35, 363

national individualities. See Volkerindivi-
dualitiiten (nationalities)

nationalism. See also annexation, conquest
and expansionism; Central European
Block (Mitteleuropa); culture war
(Kulturkrieg); imperialism; militarism;
Pan-German League and other organiza-
tions; patriotism and loyalty; Seeberg
Address (“Intellectuals’ Petition) and its
organizers; unity, German; Weltmacht
(world power)

— anti-Semitism and 548

— Britain and 107

— educated elite and 552, 554

— German national anthem and 44n4

— German democracy and 227-228,
254-256, 355, 416417

— ideas of 1914 and 14-15

— Tdégliche Rundschau and 48

— Troeltsch on 32, 35,95n194, 130,
135n126, 142, 355, 480, 488

nationalities. See Vélkerindividualititen
(nationalities)

National Liberal Party 206n121, 212, 252,
421, 425. See also Schiffer, Eugen and
others
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National Socialism (Nazism) (rise of Hitler)
(swastika-ism) 11, 14-16, 427, 473n75,
549

“national will to power” 210

natural law 558n74, 558-573. See also
historical development

naval power and freedom of the seas.

See also blockade, British; German navy;
military power/victory; Royal Navy
(Britain); submarine warfare

— Britain and 196, 284

— Central European block and 284, 290

— competition between powers and 105,

146, 156, 418

imperialism/world domination and 84,

160-162, 164-165

— Troeltsch on 133, 167-168, 198-199

Nazism. See National Socialism

Near East 461

Neo-Kantianism 22-23

Die neue Rundschau (journal) 67, 147-159,
210, 251n54, 267n127, 269, 338, 405n123

Neue Ziircher Nachrichten (Swiss news-
paper) 499

neutrality and neutral countries 74n114, 75,
178, 187,292, 307, 309. See also Belgium

new Germany. See future of Germany

News Bureau of the Imperial Navy
Office 113

newspapers and journalism, American 304,
314

newspapers and journalism, German. See
also Berliner Tageblatt and other
newspapers; censorship; freedom of the
press

— agitating 57

— Beerfelde and 507

— Bethmann Hollweg and 422

— Bethmann Hollweg on submarine warfare
and 313

— Bethmann Hollweg’s peace negotiation
offer (1917) and 368

— on democratic revolution 540

— demonstrations and work stoppages
and 362

— hatred of Germany and 478

— international opinion and 414

— public response to WWI and 44

— shortages and 362n233

— Troeltsch on 30, 468, 478

— on Troeltsch’s address on Kaiser’s
birthday 248

— words into deeds and 61

“Nine Upstanding Men” 416

nonpartisanship 41, 144, 188, 252-253,
412. See also Free Patriotic Association

November Revolution (1918) XIII,
432n239, 452, 462, 539-546, 549

— as Troeltsch experienced it 539n1,
539-546

objectivity 24-25, 140, 146-147, 154, 180,
201, 388, 470. See also Realpolitik;
Wissenschaft

order. See discipline, order and organization

original sin 564, 565

The Oxford Magazine 128-129

Oxford University 31, 8283, 110. See also
Sayce, Archibald

Palais Pringsheim 257-258, 259, 269, 440

Pan-German League. See also Alldeutsche
Blitter; ClaB3, Heinrich; Reventlow, Ernst
Count zu; Seeberg Address (“Intellectuals’
Petition”) and its organizers

— annexation and 115, 151, 215-216

— Beerfelde compared 505

— Bethmann Hollweg and 150, 158,
158n227, 163n247, 210211, 215-216,
323-324, 326, 370

— Central European block and 288

— counterrevolution and 548-549

— Easter Message (1917) and 508

— Erzberger on 419-420

— Germany and the World War and 186

— Hitler and 427

— January Strike (1918) and 466

— obscurity of 149n186

— peace and 322-323

— public opinion and 487n125

— Schéfer and 208

— Solfand 500

— submarine warfare and 370

— Tirpitz resignation and 316-317

— Troeltsch on 159, 167, 168, 202

— war aims and 150-151, 152, 153, 154
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Paris Commune of 1871 95
parliamentary democracy. See also German

democracy; Hintze, Otto and other elites;
reorientation (reform); Weimar Republic
American democracy versus 398

H. Delbriick on 349-50

established XIV, 525-532

French 409

German freedom and 11n38, 184
history of 3

idea of democracy and 348-350
monarchy and 145, 365

Realpolitik and 490

revolution and 537, 542

Troeltsch on 145, 184, 340n149, 350,
350n180, 432n240, 463, 475-478, 511
Weber on 476-477

Wolff on 365

— working classes and 409, 463

particular character (Sondercharakter) 247,

249-250. See also historical development;

Vélkerindividualitiiten (nationalities)

particularism (Kleinstaaterei) 401
partisanship. See ideas of 1914; intellectual

civil war; reason and rationality;
reorientation; unity, German

Passchendaele (Third Battle of Ypres)

(1917) 453,454

paternalism 267
patriarchy 36, 345, 389, 391
patriotism and loyalty 20-21, 86, 92, 93,

216, 261, 437. See also defeatism,
accusations of; fatherland; mass events;
Social Democrats; spirit of 1813; spirit of
1914; unity, German

Troeltsch on 35, 552, 553

peace. See also anti-war protests; Berlin

Declaration; Delbriick-Dernburg Petition
and other petitions and declarations;
demobilization of minds (cultural
disarmament); Erzberger, Matthias and
other elites; People’s League for Freedom
and Fatherland and other organizations;
Treaty of Versailles (1919) and other
treaties; world domination

democracy and 194, 217,219, 220, 385,
388, 439

Index of Subjects

— economic factors and 55-56, 448449,
516

— freedom and 382-383

— German democracy and 11-12, 382-383,
385, 386, 387, 404-405, 407, 411, 507

— ideas of 1914 and 420

— military power/victory and 70, 76,
156-157, 164, 207, 209, 210, 222,
258-259, 280, 303, 310, 311, 358, 368,
413,414, 418-423, 435, 456, 493494

— Russia and 454, 490, 493, 505

— Troeltsch on XV, 36-38, 55-57, 65,
128n101, 134-135, 140, 161-164, 169,
185, 194, 280, 335, 404, 407408, 411,
423, 450, 455, 477, 479, 510-511, 521,
522

— Volkerindividualititen (nationalities)
and 185, 194

— working classes and 459-460

peace agreements. See armistice of 1918;
demobilization of minds (cultural
disarmament); Fourteen Points (Wilson);
Treaty of Brest-Litovsk; Treaty of
Versailles (1919)

Peace Resolution (Friedensresolution)
(Erzberger) (1917) 424-426, 428430,
433, 448, 453, 456, 483, 490, 500-501.
See also Erzberger, Matthias; intellectual
civil war

the people (the masses) (das Volk). See also
civilians at home; franchise, equal; the
individual; January Strike (1918); levée
en masse; popular state (Volksstaat);
public opinion and mood, German;
revolution; rights; Volksheer (People’s
Army); will of the people; working
classes

— American democracy and 398—400

— fatherland and 522

— Fatherland Party and 444

— German freedom and 64, 394

— German state and 182-183, 329-330,
331-332, 386, 394-396

— individual personalities and 36, 147

— Meinecke on 393, 395-396

— peace and 134-135, 448, 522

— People’s League and 433, 436, 439, 444,
479, 490-491, 513-514
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political awakening of 275-276, 524
principles (ideologies) and 232-233
reorientation and 229, 526

say in peace and 448

the state and 351, 443444, 534-535, 565
Troeltsch on 64, 64n69, 134135,
275-276, 331, 448, 479-480, 522, 536,
560, 571-572

unity and 275

Volkelt on 472, 479-480

Wilson and 382

“people’s army.” See Volksheer (People’s

Army) (Volk in Waffen)

People’s League for Freedom and Fatherland

(Volksbund fiir Freiheit und Vaterland).
See also the people (the masses) (das Volk)
criticism of 439, 439n267, 471-472
demise of 490-492, 555

educated elites and 431n218, 431435
Fatherland Party versus 432n240,
435-439, 443n285, 443445, 446,
4471297, 487-492, 513, 517-520, 523
on feared Allied invasion (1918) 517
Fourteen Points and 461

German democracy and 431439,
451-452, 459, 489-491

“League of Nations and Peace” (public
meeting) (1918) 532-535

levée en masse and 517-519, 522-523
membership statistics 433n241
military elite and 433, 459

November Revolution and 432n239
peace and 533-535

Prussian franchise and 444-445, 490
Troeltsch and 29, 431, 431n218, 432,
439-451, 443n285, 452, 462463,
467-468, 472-476, 486-487, 489492,
510, 513, 517-520, 535-536

workers’ groups and 434, 434n243, 465,
470471, 523

“people” versus “sword” 50n29
personal responsibility 39, 570
philosophical faculty (University of

Berlin) 172,173

philosophy of history 25, 141, 244. See also

historical development; relativism,
cultural

“place in the sun” 238, 301

pluralism 246, 255-256, 340-341. See also
diversity, individual; relativism, cultural

pluralism, cultural 349-350, 354

plutocracy 145, 409410

Poland 212n150, 287, 313, 461, 493

police 303, 464, 466, 536

police state 345, 389, 401

political elites. See also Bethmann Hollweg,
Theobald von and other political elites,
German government; Wednesday Evening
(Mittwochabend) circle (H. Delbriick)

— American democracy and 398-399

— blaming Central Powers for war 505

— democracy and 194-196

— German Society 1914 and 263

— “Imperialism” (Troeltsch) and 148

— inequality and 567568

— lévee en masse and 516-517

— parliamentarianism and 395

— peace offers and 464

— public opinion and 195-196

— reorientation and 220

— Troeltsch on 165,202, 540, 559

— Wilhelm IT on 497

— will of the people and 346

political ethics (morality) (values). See also
Christianity; democracy, idea of; equality
and other values; freedom; historical
development; humanity; imperialism;
Kant, Immanuel; peace; propaganda and
other issues; Realpolitik; relativism,
cultural

— “anarchy of” 203, 203n113

— German democracy and 36-37, 143-147

— German freedom and 280-281, 356,
439-440

— Greek culture and 203

— help for enemies and 154

— peace and 36, 37, 404, 449450

— “place in the sun” and 301

— power elites and 195-196

— principles (ideologies) of 35n104,
232-233

— private versus state 168, 195, 231, 251,
251n54, 378-379, 543

— specter of civil war and 462-463

— Troeltsch on 33-40, 92-93, 142, 233,
439451, 462463, 463n37, 479,
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512-514, 551, 552, 559-561, 570,
postscript

— World War I and 508, 512-514

political parties 34, 39, 70-71, 222,
253-254, 410. See Social Democratic
Party and other parties

political representation 97, 97n199, 221,
222,223-224, 226, 255. See also Prussian
franchise

Political Society of 1915 261

popular state (Volksstaat) 345, 346-347.
See also the people (the masses)
(das Volk); Volksheer (People’s Army)
(Volk in Waffen)

population growth 34

Potsdam regiments 97

power 14,225,394, 450. See also
capitalism; imperialism; militarism;
military power/victory; political elites;
power elites; Realpolitik (pragmatism)
(compromise); the state

— Troeltsch on 370, 513, 561

— as World War I cause 404-405, 561

power elites. See class interests; great men;
industrialists; military elites, German;
political elites; Realpolitik

practical idealism 233

practical politics 39, 40

Praetorian Guard 548

pragmatism. See Realpolitik

Preufische Jahrbiicher (journal) 152, 186,
214,226, 255-256, 335, 376, 415416,
419. See also Delbriick, Hans

PreufSische Zeitung (newspaper) 241, 249,
257

price gouging 49, 63

progress 247, 280, 342, 567. See also
historical development

Progressive People’s Party 425, 457, 498.
See also HauBBmann, Conrad

proletarianization 552

propaganda. See also censorship; informa-
tion; mobilization of opinion

— Allied 129, 133,197, 200

— British 86, 104, 110, 115, 115n57,
139-140, 178, 192-193, 196-199,
278n170, 278-281, 405

— German 115n57, 200

— on German naval expansion 288-290

— political ethics and 133, 197, 560-561

— Troeltsch on 129, 200, 559-560

property ownership 223, 397n81

Protestants and Protestantism 12, 22, 4041,
64, 182, 391. See also Barth, Karl;
Reformation; religion

Protestant Social Congress 32—40, 95, 105,
161, 167,276, 350, 404-05n118, 558.
See also Baumgarten, Otto

protests. See also anti-war protests; strikes
and mutinies

— against Prussian unequal franchise 4647

Prussia 57, 93-96, 144-145, 174-175, 182,
284, 368. See also Franco-Prussian War
(1870); Hohenzollern dynasty; monarch-
ism; Prussian franchise

Prussian Academy of Sciences 171-172

Prussian army 54, 93-94, 94n189, 97-98.
See also universal conscription

Prussian franchise. See also Anschiitz,
Gerhard and other educated elites; Berlin
Declaration (1917); German army;
German democracy; reorientation
(reform); working classes

— accomplished 458459

— “Berlin Declaration” and 415-416

— Fatherland Party and other opponents of
reform 416417, 444,519

— German freedom and 228, 385

— overview 223-225

— protests and 4647, 362

— response to Wilson and 526, 528

— Troeltsch on 337-338, 444445, 448,
463, 490, 551

Prussian Guard 96

Prussian House of Lords 217,223, 366,
380, 426, 514

Prussian House of Representatives
(Landtag) (Abgeordnetenhaus)

— annexation and 211-212

— Bethmann Hollweg’s speech to
(1917) 366-367

— class interests and 224-225

— “German Freedom” lectures 385-412,
412n161, 416, 429

— People’s League speeches (1917)
and 432, 440451
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— Social Democrats and 217, 225

— Troeltsch and 551

Prussian Ministry of Culture 551-552

Prussian Ministry of Religious and
Educational Affairs 29

public celebrations 240, 536-537. See also
spirit of 1913

public opinion, American 410, 418-419, 443

public opinion and mood, German. See also
Heidelberg University public gathering
(1914) and other reactions; intellectual
civil war (partisanship and polarization);
mass events; newspapers; newspapers and
journalism, German; Pan-German
League; the people (the masses); trust

— Bethmann Hollweg and 210-211,
317-318, 369, 371

— Burgfrieden and 80, 115, 121

— Central European block and 294,
297-298

— deaths and causalities and 240

— democratic ethics and 195

— educated elite and 192-193

— equal franchise and 363, 364

— Erzberger’s address before Reichstag
(1917) and 420

— Falkenhayn on 117

— Fatherland Party and 535

— Fourteen Points and 461-462

— German democracy and XIII, XIV-XV,
416, 490

— Germany and the World War and 188

— Hindenburg and 358, 359

— League of Nations and 533

— levée en masse (1918) and 523

— management of 278n170

— Moltke on 176

— 1916 shortages and 361-362

— outbreak of war and 43-51

— Pan-German League and 487n125

— Peace Resolution (1917) and 428,
429-430

— power elites and 195-196

— reforms and 471

— scholars and 13-16, 60, 60n57

— the state and 410n148

— submarine warfare and 304, 306,
310-311, 312, 418-419, 424-425, 430

— Treaty of Versailles (1919) and 547
— Weimar and 2

— Wilhelm IT abdication and 530, 538
— World War Iand 12-13, 16-20

racial identity 135-136, 571

rational democrat (Vernunftdemokrat) 543—
544. See also Realpolitik (pragmatism)
(compromise)

rational republicans (Vernunftrepubli-
kaner) 1n2, 1-2

rationing 132, 274. See also hoarding;
starvation and shortages

Realpolitik (pragmatism) (compromise). See
also economic factors; sober calculation

— German democracy and 490491,
507-514, 543-544

— idealism and 195-196, 231-233, 479,
489, 554

— ideological purity and 230-233

— Labor Force in the New Germany
and 235

— liberals and 39-40, 269n132, 490

— Max von Baden’s candidacy and 502

— peace and 479

— People’s League and 474475, 487492

— political ethics and 34, 40, 449, 488-492,
510-511, 543-544, 570

— Troeltsch on 39-40, 166, 195196,
230-233,269n132, 329-330, 442, 443,
479, 490, 507-514, 554

reason and rationality 14, 184, 254-255,
259, 370, 372n284, 546, 564, 565.
See also emotions (passions); natural law;
“rational democrat”; “rational republi-
cans”

Red Cross 53

reform. See reorientation

Reform Act of 1832 (Britain) 397n81

Reformation 24

Der Reichsbote (newspaper) 466—467

Reichstag. See also Noske, Gustav and other
representatives; Peace Resolution (1917)

— appointment of Vice-Chancellors

and 457,478

ClaB and 157

equal franchise 526, 528

— Free Patriotic Association and 252
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— Imperial Chancellor (1918) and 528

— mass demonstrations and 46

— mass religious service and 51

— Max von Baden and 532

— meeting of August 4, 1914 69-76

— meeting of July 6, 1917 419

— People’s League and 433

— People’s League speeches (1917)
and 437438

— Prussian franchise and 366

— recess of (1918) 532

— Social Democrats and 225

— Troeltsch on 509, 551

Wilhelm IT and 69-71, 457-458

relativism, cultural 24, 203n113, 242-251,
278-279, 406. See also historical develop-
ment; human (common) culture;
pluralism; Vélkerindividualititen
(nationalities)

religion. See also Christianity; God,
Protestants and Protestantism

— “Americanism” versus 271

— democratic principle and 37

— differences in 48

— German contributions to 182

— German freedom and 280-281

— political ethics and 450

Realpolitik and 231-232

— Social Democrats and 33, 229, 232

— Troeltsch on 64-65, 450

Renaissance 77, 565

reorientation (reform). See also annexation
and other issues; Bethmann Hollweg,
Theobald von and other elites; future of
Germany (new Germany); The Labor
Force in the New Germany (Thimme and
Legien, eds.); parliamentary democracy;
the people (the masses) (das Volk);
People’s League for Freedom and
Fatherland and other groups; Prussian
franchise; Realpolitik

— annexation and 220, 414n171

— educated elite and 333, 335-338, 401402

— inner 414, 430

— international opinion and 413-414

— military power/victory and 456

partisan positions on 415418

— public opinion (1918) and 471

Realpolitik and 231-232

revolution versus 537

submarine warfare and 335-338, 414—
415

Troeltsch on 232-233, 277-278, 373~
374,378-379

war outcomes and 97n199, 378-381, 438

reparations 155, 449, 463, 465, 516, 547,

573

republic 1-2, 518
revolution. See also January Strike (1918);

Kiel uprisings; levée en masse; November
Revolution (1918); Umwdlzung (revolu-
tion); Volksheer (People’s Army) (Volk in
Waffen)

from above 459, 463, 525, 547

from below 464, 547

German democratization and 417, 529,
537, 542, 547

parliamentary democracy and 537, 542
peace and 448, 521, 522, 529

Prussian franchise and 336

reorientation versus 537

right to 564-565
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192, 199-200, 250, 408, 569, 571-572

— after the war 104n10
war of words and 103n7, 103—105

self-formation (Selbstbildung) 353

separation of church and state 232

September Program 283n182, 287-288

Serbia 46,47, 53, 66, 178

Seven Years’ War 5657

Siegfried Line 395, 395n74

Silver Jubilee of Wilhelm II’s reign
(1913) 46, 135, 253

“Slavic malice” 54, 55n45

sober calculation 312, 324, 327, 329, 508,
513

social classes 40, 357. See also working
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state parliaments (Stdndehaus) 401

states, European system of 85, 89, 185

St. Louis World’s Fair (1904) 30, 30n89

strikes and mutinies 316, 362, 412, 462,
464, 465, 470, 495, 525, 540. See also
January Strike (1918); Kiel uprisings;
revolution, from below

submarine (U-boat) warfare. See also
military power/victory

— America and 307-308, 309, 311-312,
335-336, 373, 381-384, 387, 403

— Beerfelde’s conferences and 507

— Bethmann Hollweg and 306-307,
313-314, 315-316, 368n260, 368-369,
372n284, 372-373

— Britain and 308, 312

— Burgfrieden and 313, 320

— economic future and 449

— Erzberger on 418-420

— Harnack on 414415

— July Cerisis, second (1917) and 417418

— Kapp and 319-320

— Meinecke on 372

— National Committee for an Honorable
Peace and 325

— negotiated peace and 335-338

— Preuflische Jahrbiicher and 335

— public opinion and 418-419, 430

— reorientation versus 414415

— Schéfer on 310-11

— shortages and 361

— Solfand 469

— support for Bethmann Hollweg and 320—
326

— Tirpitz and 427

— tonnage sunk by 418

— Troeltsch on 377, 403, 403n113, 422—
423, 449

— M. Weber on 310-11

— Wilson and 309n29, 373, 381-382, 525—
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