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Introduction

Everyone who studies Scriptures sooner or later realises how great the range of 
hermeneutical problems is within biblical studies. The main problem concerns 
the interaction between text and reader and, therefore, such issues like text 
production, text mediation and text reception. Increasingly noticeable, the shift 
in scholars’ interest from questions relating to the text’s form, content, or ‘ori-
ginal settings’ to those concerned with the Bible’s wider impact on individuals, 
cultures, or societies prompts us to give more attention to the reception his-
tory of Scripture. The apocalyptic literature, for example, with its symbolism, 
cryptic language and dramatic scenario is a suitable material for such study, 
because its various interpretations and receptions over the centuries opens our 
eyes for a fascinating journey of the biblical texts. The passage which fits our 
endeavour is 2 Thess 2:3–12. According to Charles Holman, this pericope de-
monstrates that in the first-century church there was a custom of re-reading and 
christological interpretation of traditional Jewish apocalyptic motifs.1 The apo-
calyptic nature of 2 Thess 2:3–122 and its complex content or, in other words, 
its many cruces interpretum, raise various questions in an ordinary reader’s 
mind, who usually, after a while, leaves it aside perplexed, realising that certain 
issues of this prophecy remain unanswerable. Even the great church father, Au-
gustine, wrestling with this passage, stated: “I frankly confess that the meaning 
of this completely escapes me.”3 Beverly Gaventa concludes the same, but put 
it in a more poetic way: 
Readers of the New Testament stumbling for the first time into the middle of 2 Thessalonians 
may be forgiven if they feel like Alice tumbling down a dark hole in Wonderland. The resi-
dents of this Wonderland are new and mysterious, their relationship to one another unclear 
and the stranger responds with a sense of disorientation.4 

1 See Charles L. Holman, Till Jesus Comes. Origins of Christian Apocalyptic Expectation 
(Peabody, MA: Hendrickson, 1996), 103–110. 

2 “Nothing in the Pauline letters is closer to the genre of apocalypse.” James D.G. Dunn, 
The Theology of Paul the Apostle (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1998), 304.

3 Augustine, The City of God, trans. Marcus Dods (Peabody, MA: Hendrickson, 2009), 
20.19.

4 Beverly R. Gaventa, First and Second Thessalonians, Interpretation (Louisville, KY: 
Westminster John Knox, 1998), 107; Michael W. Holmes, 1 & 2 Thessalonians (Grand Rap-
ids: Zondervan, 1998), 228 notes that this passage is “by common consent one of the most 
obscure in the Pauline corpus.” 
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Many church fathers, ancient authors, and contemporary scholars have attemp-
ted to solve the unclear issues of 2 Thess 2:3–12, proposing very diverse ways 
of reading this passage.5 In this book, we shall focus on a relatively unknown, 
maverick theologian and exegete, Tyconius, whose spiritual approach to 
2 Thess 2:3–12 is original and suggests directions in the search for theological 
insights. Before we enter into the world of his reception it will be useful to 
have a general survey of the passage and of some scholarly discussion about it. 

The author of 2 Thessalonians 26 addresses the misconception of the Thes-
salonian community on the parousia of Christ (vv. 1–2) instructing it that the 
“Day of the Lord” is a future event (vv. 3–12), not as some believed as already 
a reality described in the words ὡς ὅτι ἐνέστηκεν ἡ ἡμέρα τοῦ κυρίου (v. 2b). 

5 See, for example, Anthony C. Thiselton, 1 and 2 Thessalonians Through the Centuries, 
ed. Judith Kovacs (Oxford: Blackwell, 2010). 

6 The dubious authorship of 2 Thessalonians has provoked an unfished discussion among 
the scholars. It started in 1801 with Johann E. Christian Schmidt who noticed inconsisten-
cies between 1 and 2 Thessalonians. In 1903 William Wrede argued against authenticity of 
2 Thessalonians (see Charles A. Wanamaker, The Epistles to the Thessalonians. A Commen-
tary on the Greek Text, NIGTC [Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1990], 17–19). Before Wolfgang 
Trilling’s work Untersuchungen zum Zweiten Thessalonicherbrief, EThSt, 27 (Leipzig: St. 
Benno, 1972), the main evidence against Pauline authorship was based on comparing two 
different eschatologies of 1 Thess 5:1–11 (no timetable of events preceding the parousia) and 
2 Thess 2:3–12 (concrete though unclear description of scenario before the parousia). Trill-
ing’s study brought new arguments against Pauline authorship grounded on style, form crit-
icism and theology. They were opposed by Wanamaker who defended Paul as the author of 
the letter (see The Epistles to the Thessalonians, 1990: 21–38). Apart from Wanamaker some 
other scholars arguing for the authenticity of 2 Thessalonians: Béda Rigaux, Saint Paul: Les 
épitres aux Thessaloniciens (Paris: Librairie Lecoffre, 1956); Ernest Best, A Commentary on 
the First and Second Epistles to the Thessalonians, Reprinted with additional bibliography, 
BNTC (London: Black, 1977); I. Howard Marshall, 1 and 2 Thessalonians, NCBC (Grand 
Rapids: Eerdmans, 1983); Robert Jewett, The Thessalonian Correspondence (Philadelphia: 
Fortress Press, 1986); Abraham J. Malherbe, The Letters to the Thessalonians: A New Trans-
lation with Introduction and Commentary, AB 32B (New York: Doubleday, 2000); Gregory 
K. Beale, 1–2 Thessalonians, NTCS (Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 2003); Ivor 
H. Jones, The Epistles to the Thessalonians (Peterborough: Epworth, 2005); Ben Wither-
ington III, 1 and 2 Thessalonians, SRC (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2006); Gordon D. Fee, 
The First and Second Letters to the Thessalonians, NICNT (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2009). 
Among scholars disputing or denying Pauline authorship are mainly German scholars. Apart 
from Trelling see, for example, Willi Marxsen, Der zweite Brief an die Thessalonicher, ZB 
11.2 (Zürich: Theologischer Verlag, 1982); Franz Laub, Erster und zweiter Thessalonicher-
brief, 2nd ed. (Würzburg: Echter Verlag, 1988); Eckart Reinmuth, “Der zweite Brief an die 
Thessalonicher,” in Die Briefe an die Philliper, Thessalonicher und an Philemon, N. Walter, 
E. Reinmuth und P. Lampe, NTD 8.2. (Göttingen: Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht, 1998); see also 
Maarten J.J. Menken, 2 Thessalonians, NTR (London: Routledge, 1994); Tobias Nicklas, 
Der zweite Thessalonicherbrief, KEK 10:2 (Göttingen: Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht, 2019). 
The authorship of the letter and the scholarly dispute about it does not affect our study of 
reception of 2 Thess 2:3–12 by Tyconius, therefore, we neither confirm nor reject Paul as the 
author of the letter and simply speak of “the author.”
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The interpretation of this statement determines the overall understanding of the 
entire letter. Most scholars presuppose that v. 2 characterises the “Day of the 
Lord” in futuristic terms. Mary Ann Beavis notes that it can be a reaction to “a 
contemporary doctrine that living believers had already spiritually ascended to 
the ‘heavenly places’ with Christ, as expressed in the Deutero-Pauline letters 
Colossians and Ephesians (Col 3:4; Eph 2:6).”7 Tobias Nicklas and Michael 
Sommer, criticising two monographs by Norbert Baumert and Maria-Irma See-
wann who claim that 2 Thess 2:2 is not concerned with matters of parousia, ar-
gue for the text’s pseudepigraphy. Nicklas and Sommer, analysing the context 
of vv. 1–2 in light of a parallel in Hippolytus’ Commentary on Daniel, develop 
their own interpretation of the statement, from which emerges the possibility 
that the “Day of the Lord” can become apparent to everyone not in the same 
way.8 The “Day of the Lord,” however, cannot come before the “rebellion” 
(v. 3b: ἡ ἀποστασία), along with the Revelation of the “Man of Lawlessness,” 
(v. 3c: ὁ ἄνθρωπος τῆς ἀνομίας) whose identification is one among various 
problems of the above pericope. He is also labelled as the “Lawless One” (v. 
8a: ὁ ἄνομος) and the “Son of Destruction” (v. 3c: ὁ υἱὸς τῆς ἀπωλείας), who 
is presented as an arrogant being (v. 4a: ὁ ἀντικείμενος καὶ ὑπεραιρόμενος) to 
the point of establishing himself in the temple of God and declaring himself to 
be God (v. 4b: ὥστε αὐτὸν εἰς τὸν ναὸν τοῦ θεοῦ καθίσαι ἀποδεικνύντα ἑαυτὸν 
ὅτι ἔστιν θεός). At present, however, he is restrained by something (v. 6a: τὸ 
κατέχον) or someone (v. 7b: ὁ κατέχων), that is, held back from being openly 
revealed, but he continues to work through the mystery of lawlessness (v. 7a: 
τὸ γὰρ μυστήριον ἤδη ἐνεργεῖται τῆς ἀνομίας). He is the agent of Satan (v. 
9a: οὗ ἐστιν ἡ παρουσία κατ᾽ ἐνέργειαν τοῦ σατανᾶ) and comes with power, 
false signs, and miracles (v. 9b: ἐν πάσῃ δυνάμει καὶ σημείοις καὶ τέρασιν 
ψεύδους), brings wicked deception (v. 10a: καὶ ἐν πάσῃ ἀπάτῃ ἀδικίας) and 
those who follow him will perish (v. 10b: τοῖς ἀπολλυμένοις). God is sending 
(v. 11: πέμπει) a deceiving force (ἐνέργεια πλάνης) that brings error on them 
and uses the deceit of the “Man of Lawlessness” in order to ultimately defeat 
him and his followers who do not believe the truth, but consent to iniquity 
(v. 12: εὐδοκήσαντες τῇ ἀδικίᾳ). Jesus, who is the future judge par excel-
lence, will destroy the “Lawless One” and make him ineffectual (καταργήσει) 
by the appearance of his parousia (v. 8: ἡ ἐπιφάνεια τῆς παρουσίας αὐτοῦ).9 

7 Florence M. Gillman, Mary Ann Beavis, and HyeRan Kim-Cragg, 1 and 2 Thessa-
lonians, gen. ed. Barbara E. Reid, WC 52 (Collegeville, MN: Liturgical Press, 2017), 141.

8 See Tobias Nicklas and Michael Sommer, “‘Der Tag des Herrn ist schon da’ (2 Thess 
2:2b) – Ein Schlüsselproblem zum Verständnis des 2. Thessalonicherbriefs,” HTS 71 (2015): 
1–10 (Art. 2874 – http:/dx.doi.org/10.4102/hts.v71i1.2874).

9 The use of the definite article in the important concepts of the passage (ἡ ἀποστασία, 
ὁ ἄνθρωπος τῆς ἀνομίας, ὁ υἱὸς τῆς ἀπωλείας, τὸ κατέχον, τὸ μυστήριον τῆς ἀνομίας, ὁ 
κατέχων, ὁ ἄνομος, ἡ ἀγάπη, τῆς ἀληθείας, τό ψεῦδος, ἡ ἀλήθεια) indicates that the addresses 
of the letter are to some degree familiar with them (cf. v. 5) or the terms have the connotation 
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The parousia of the “Lawless One” (cf. v. 9a: ἡ παρουσία) is clearly presented 
in this passage as “a parody of the parousia of Christ”10 and seems to refer to 
two Satanic beasts in Rev 13, which imitate some features of the Lamb of God. 
As expressed by Robert Charles, “Thus as the Revelation of God culminat-
ed in Christ, so the manifestation of evil will culminate in Antichrist, whose 
parousia (2 Thess 2:9) is the Satanic counterfeit of the true Messiah.”11 For 
Thessalonians, as Edgar Krentz notes, the salvation (v. 10b: εἰς τὸ σωθῆναι) is 
vindication at the parousia of the Lord Jesus.12 Furthermore, he points out that
2 Thessalonians does not present abstract or theoretical theology; it is rather a response to 
human need, hope, and aspiration in a time of persecution. The fundamental conviction that 
God is a God of justice who will vindicate his suffering church underlies this theology and 
gives it unity.13

Jesus in 2 Thessalonians is the κύριος, the agent of God’s ultimate vengeance, 
whom Frederick Danker and Robert Jewett describe as an apocalyptic benefac-
tor (cf. 2 Thess 2:13–3:5).14 A fixed apocalyptic schema which we find in this 
letter assures a peaceful life of the community that otherwise could be shaken 
by apocalyptic enthusiasm.15 Hans LaRondelle observes that 2 Thessalonians 2 
forms an important link between the synoptic Apocalypse and the large-scale 
Apocalypse of John. The basic chronological order of the prophetic events 
presented in 2 Thess 2:3–12 “can be in harmony with, and complementary 
to, one another.”16 As well, Fritz Röcker demonstrates that passages from the 
Thessalonian Letters “are connected with the synoptic Apocalypse down to 
individual linguistic parallels.”17 Although neither of the Thessalonians Letters 
contains explicit quotations from the Old Testament, they undoubtedly refer 
to various terms and motifs of the Jewish Scriptures. The comparison of some 
key linguistic expressions in 2 Thessalonians 2 with some passages from the 

of ultimacy. See Daniel B. Wallace, Greek Grammar Beyond the Basics (Grand Rapids: 
Zondervan, 1996), 217–18; 222–25.

10 J. Terence Forestell, in The Jerome Biblical Commentary, ed. Raymond E. Brown, et. 
al. (Englewood Cliffs, NJ: Prentice Hall, 1968), 235.

11 Robert H. Charles, Eschatology: The Doctrine of a Future Life in Israel, Judaism and 
Christianity: A Critical History (New York: Schocken, 1963), 439. 

12 See Edgar Krentz, “Traditions Held Fast: Theology and Fidelity in 2 Thessalonians,” 
in The Thessalonian Correspondence, ed. Raymond F. Collins (Leuven: Leuven University 
Press, 1990), 509.

13 Ibid., 505.
14 See Frederick Danker and Robert Jewett, “Jesus as the Apocalyptic Benefactor in 

Second Thessalonians,” in Collins, The Thessalonian Correspondence, 486–98.
15 Cf. Helmut Koester, “From Paul’s Eschatology to the Apocalyptic Schema of 2 Thes-

salonians,” in Collins, The Thessalonian Correspondence, 457.
16 Hans K. LaRondelle, “Paul’s Prophetic Outline in 2 Thessalonians 2,” AUSS 21:1 

(1983): 61.
17 Fritz W. Röcker, Belial und Katechon. Eine Untersuchung zu 2 Thess 2,1–12 und 

1 Thess 4,13–5,11, WUNT 2:262 (Tübingen: Mohr Siebeck, 2009), 5.
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prophets Daniel, Ezekiel, and Isaiah strongly suggests that the author of the 
letter describes the “Lawless One” by combining three OT Revelations about 
anti-God powers: the rise and desecrations of the Anti-Messiah in Dan 7:25, 
8:10–13, 11:36–37; the demonic character in the self-exaltation and self-divi-
nisation of the kings of Tyre and Babylon in Ezek 28:2.6.9, and Isa 14:13–14; 
and the final annihilation of the wicked one by the glorious appearance of the 
royal Messiah, in Isa 11:4. An interesting observation is proposed by Marvin 
Pate who recognises in the divine struggle between the “Lawless One” and 
Christ depicted in 2 Thess 2:1–12 Adamic theology. He believes that the passa-
ge presents the Urzeit – Endzeit (the beginning – the end) schema in which the 
serpent in the garden (cf. Gen 3) is eschatologically personified in the figure of 
the Antichrist, who attempts to oppose Christ’s fight for recovering Adam’s lost 
dominion and glory. This apocalyptic theme is, according to Pate, connected 
with the theme of the suffering people of God who will share Christ’s, the true 
Adam’s, future glory.18 Sigve Tonstad observes that the author of 2 Thessalo-
nians 
is not merely featuring Old Testament passages in a metaphorical or typological sense. The 
evil power that is to have a personal manifestation before the coming of Jesus, traces its roots 
to a source that is primordial as to its origin and personal as to its cause.19 

This Old Testament perspective reflected in the myth of cosmic rebellion (cf. 
Isa 14:12–20 and Ezek 28:12–19), according to Tonstad, “is harnessed to ex-
plain the delay of the parousia and the eschatological unveiling of evil, unders-
tood as a process that will afflict the church from within.”20 

This preliminary information and scholarly overview paints for us a horizon 
of this challenging pericope, of which the worldview is “thoroughly apocalyp-
tic and envisions a conflict between good and evil that has a cosmic scope.”21 
We shall explore 2 Thess 2:3–12 more as we go through this book and observe 
its reception by Tyconius. 

Anthony Thiselton is right when he notices that some receptions shape the 
“pre-understandings of subsequent generations of interpreters” or have “held 
particular influence in theology and the life of the church.”22 Tyconius’ recep-
tion of 2 Thess 2:3–12 certainly belongs to this category and should not be 
overlooked. This book will hopefully remind the academic world about his 
important contribution to the fields of biblical and theological studies and let 

18 See C. Marvin Pate, The Glory of Adam and the Afflictions of the Righteous: Pauline 
Suffering in Context (Lewiston, NY: Mellen, 1993), 291–312.

19 Sigve K. Tonstad, “The Restrainer Removed: A Truly Alarming Thought (2 Thess 
2:1–12),” HBT 29 (2007): 141.

20 Ibid., 141.
21 J. Christiaan Beker, Paul’s Apocalyptic Gospel: The Coming Triumph of God (Philadel-

phia: Fortress Press, 1982), 14–15.
22 Anthony C. Thiselton, The First Epistle to the Corinthians: A Commentary on the 

Greek Text (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans; Carlisle: Paternoster, 2000), 196.
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us see him not only through the eyes of Augustine, but through a close study 
of his extant texts. It is worth noting that Augustine initially had many reser-
vations about the value of Tyconius’ writings, but these reservations decreased 
during his episcopacy. The bishop of Hippo refers to Tyconius several times 
in his writings, for example, in Contra Epistulam Parmeniani,23 De doctrina 
Christiana,24 or in Epistula 41,25 93 (43–44),26 and 249,27 but he was not always 
able to understand Tyconius’ hermeneutical theories. Augustine’s strategy of 
fighting the Donatists, based on getting closer to an alliance with the Roman 
Empire, unjustly made Tyconius a heretic. We should be grateful to Augustine 
for letting us remember Tyconius, who otherwise could be forgotten, but we 
also have to recognise how much Augustine has benefited from the wisdom of 
his older fellow citizen and theologian.28

In this study, we shall see that 2 Thess 2:3–12 plays a crucial and decisive 
role in Tyconius’ interpretation of Scripture and verses 3 and 7 become for him 
his world-constructing verses. On the themes that he draws from them he builds 
his vision of the church, the human being, and ultimate realties. We shall dis-
cover it while examining his reception of this passage in the Liber Regularum 
and in the recently reconstructed text of the Expositio Apocalypseos. Based on 
that analysis, we shall be introduced to an innovative structure of reception his-
tory articulated in three levels: historical context, literary themes, and theologi-
cal insights. This book intends to fill a gap in the research on the importance of 
2 Thess 2:3–12 in the North African context at the end of the fourth century. It 
is hoped that a holistic and structural approach to the reception history present-
ed in this work can become relevant for biblical and theological scholars who 
deal with the reception history of the New Testament texts. 

The first to notice a particular role of 2 Thessalonians 2 in Tyconius’ Liber 
Regularum was an American scholar Pamela Bright (1937–2012). She notes 
that this letter, although not quoted as often by Tyconius as the letters to the 
Romans or to the Galatians, plays a significant role, especially in his presen-
tation of the Antichrist. She mentions also that the two phrases in medio (“in 

23 See 1.1.1–1.2.2 and 2.13.31 (CSEL 51.19–20 and 83).
24 See 3.30–37 (CCSL 32.102–16).
25 See CSEL 34:2.83.
26 See CSEL 34:2.486–87.
27 See PL 33.1065.
28 See, for example, Peter Consensus, Augustine of Hippo: A Biography, 2nd ed. (Berke-

ley: University of California Press, 2000), 269; Catherine Brown Tkacz, “Typology,” in 
Saint Augustine through the Ages, ed. Allan D. Fitzgerald et al. (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 
1999): 855. Pamela Bright discusses the ways in which Augustine adapted Tyconius’ rules 
for his own purposes. See her article “‘The Prepondering Influence of Augustine’: A Study 
of the Epitomes of the Books of Rules of the Donatist Tyconius,” in Augustine and the Bible. 
The Bible through the Ages, ed. and trans. Pamela Bright, vol. 2 (Notre Dame: University 
of Notre Dame Press, 1999): 103–18 (orig. pub. Saint Augustin et la Bible. Bible de tous les 
Temps, ed. Anne-Marie La Bonnardière, vol. 3 [Paris: Beauchesne, 1986]).
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the midst”) and de medio (“from the midst” [cf. 2 Thess 2:7c]) and the motif 
of mysterium facinoris (“mystery of iniquity” [cf. 2 Thess 2:7a]) are crucial 
for Tyconius’ ecclesiology.29 More than that, she shows that the theme of the 
mysterium facinoris has a structural function in the Liber Regularum: 
Positioned at the point of transition between one rule and the next, the theme of the ‘mys-
tery of iniquity’ in the Church is integrated into the argument of the next rule. In this way 
Tyconius not only achieves the pedagogical and stylistic purpose of alerting the reader to the 
next stage of the argument, but he deepens this theme as he moves through the frame of the 
seven rules.30

Her observation is an important impulse for the present study, because it di-
rects our attention to the ecclesiological dimension of Tyconius’ exegesis and 
prompts us to verify the centrality of the theme of the mysterium facinoris in 
his Expositio Apocalypseos. Bright, in her studies, considers the background 
of the debates and schisms among the African churches in the third and fourth 
centuries and indicates some factors which initiated such tensions like, for 
example, the problem of recognition of the “mystery of iniquity,” the signs 
of the Antichrist’s presence, the locus of evil, or the question of the separa-
tion of the just from the unjust. She explains Tyconius’ ecclesiological point, 
who in opposition to his fellow-Donatists, maintains that evil is enthroned not 
outside but inside the church, and the separation between the good and the 
evil members of the community will not take place until the Judgment which 
has already been revealed in the Scriptures. She emphasises that the goal of 
Tyconius’ scriptural interpretation is to present a subtle working of the Spirit in 
the church who, on the one hand, encourages her, but, on the other hand, admo-
nishes her and calls her to repentance. The Spirit reveals that lovelessness and 
separateness are signs of the “mystery of iniquity.”31

Another important scholar who influences this work is Eugenio Rome-
ro-Pose (1949–2007). He analyses the importance of 2 Thess 2:7 in both the 
Liber Regularum and the Expositio Apocalypseos in light of the eighth centu-
ry Commentary on the Apocalypse written by the Spanish monk Beatus from 
Liébana.32 Romero-Pose notices an important eschatological dimension of this 
verse in the context of the end of the fourth century in Northern Africa and its 
influence on the idea of “Antichrist.” For Tyconius, as we will further discuss, 

29 See Pamela Bright, The Book of Rules of Tyconius. Its Purpose and Inner Logic (Notre 
Dame: University of Notre Dame Press, 1988), 42, 49, 142, 155. This book is a rewriting 
of Bright’s doctoral dissertation entitled, Liber Regularum Tyconii: A Study of the Herme-
neutical Theory of Tyconius, Theologian and Exegete of the North African Tradition, and 
presented in 1987 at the University of Notre Dame.

30 Ibid., 115.
31 See Pamela Bright, “The Church and the ‘Mystery of Iniquity’: Old Testament Proph-

ecy in Fourth Century African Exegesis,” Consensus 23 (1997): 39–49.
32 See Eugenio Romero-Pose, “2 Tes 2,7 en la literatura donatista,” Burgense 37 (1996): 

247–63.
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his understanding of the term “Antichrist” is parallel to the literary motif of 
homo peccati (cf. 2 Thess 2:3c). Similar to Bright, Romero-Pose also notices 
the significance of the phrases in medio / de medio and recognises their appli-
cability to Tyconius’ theology. 

Kevin Hughes, the historical theologian, explaining Tyconius’ spiritual exe-
gesis of 2 Thessalonians 2,33 suggests that Tyconius’ interpretation of this bib-
lical text in the Liber Regularum is a response to the problems of the North 
African Church. Hughes observes that Tyconius consults 2 Thessalonians 2 for 
his hermeneutical insights, especially in dealing with the theme of the bipartite 
church and uses different elements scattered throughout the text in order to 
create an innovative typology suitable for explaining ecclesiological problems. 
Without doubt, Hughes, like the previously mentioned scholars, stresses both 
the ecclesiological and eschatological dimensions of Tyconius’ theology.

It is also worth mentioning the young historical theologian David Robinson 
who recognises a particular importance of the literary motif of mysterium fa-
cinoris in Tyconius’ interpretation of the Book of Revelation. He considers the 
present activity, restraint, and future Revelation of this mystery as dominant 
themes of Tyconius’ exegesis.34

The present book proposes, along with ecclesiological and eschatological 
dimensions, the anthropological one, because, as we shall see, it is the human 
being who is at the centre of the present life of the church and it is the human 
being who in the church defines his or her eschatological future. During the 
development of the argument, it should become clearer that the anthropologi-
cal dimension has a central and ingenious place in the theological systematic 
application of Tyconius. Undoubtedly, further investigation of the multifaceted 
texts of the African theologian can result in an appreciation of other theological 
dimensions like, for example, pneumatology or Christology, but in this work, 
we shall limit ourselves to the ones mentioned above.

A systematic theology requires an identification of its systemic nucleus. In 
the structure of the present study, we understand reception as such a nucleus 
which is composed of historical, literary and theological levels. From the fact 
that the systemic nucleus is inclusive and dynamic, we assume that the recep-
tion justifies the unity of the three above-mentioned levels, and we will notice 
it in the course of reading. In other words, the structure of the work reflects the 
methodological process. 

33 Cf. Kevin L. Hughes, Constructing Antichrist: Paul, Biblical Commentary, and the 
Development of Doctrine in the Early Middle Ages (Washington, DC: Catholic University of 
America Press, 2005), 82–94.

34 David C. Robinson is the author of the introduction and notes of Tyconius: Exposi-
tion of the Apocalypse, translated into English by Francis X. Gumerlock (Washington, DC: 
Catholic University of America Press, 2017) from the Latin edition of Roger Gryson who 
reconstructed Tyconii Afri Expositio Apocalypseos, CCSL 107A (Turnhout: Brepols, 2011). 
See introduction and p. 82, n. 150.
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The aim of the first chapter is twofold. Firstly, we shall identify the episte-
mological elements of the reception history, briefly discuss its relation to the 
historical-critical method and attempt to advocate a reconciliation and collab-
oration between both approaches. Secondly, we examine Tyconius’ hermeneu-
tics, the understanding of which is indispensable for following his interpre-
tative logic of biblical texts, especially 2 Thess 2:3–12. Both endeavours are 
related, because it is precisely the reception of the Bible that helps Tyconius to 
interpret his historical context, and at the same time, the hermeneutics which 
he applies guarantee him conditions for biblical reception.

The second chapter focuses on the historical context of Tyconius which be-
comes for him an impulse for the reception of 2 Thess 2:3–12. By analysing the 
historical situation of the fourth century North African church, we shall ‘put 
ourselves in Tyconius’ shoes’ and attempt to understand the factors that pushed 
him to approach this passage in his own specific way. We shall, therefore, ex-
amine some historical facts of the so-called Donatist-Catholic35 controversy in 
Northern Africa and its consequences, namely persecutions, martyrdom, and 
separatist expectations, which should help us to better see the encounter of 
horizons between Tyconius as a reader and 2 Thess 2:3–12 as a text.

In the third chapter we make a dia-textual examination of the Liber Regu-
larum and the Expositio Apocalypseos by identifying all traces of reception, 
namely cases in which Tyconius cites, alludes to, or echoes 2 Thess 2:3–12. 
They are organised in thematic groups, taking into consideration their contexts 
within the dynamic of the author’s presentation, in view of drawing from them 
a coherent meaning. This literary analysis results in identifying several mo-
tifs, among which homo peccati (the “Man of sin”), mysterium facinoris (the 
“mystery of evil”), and discessio (the “departure” or “separation”) are most 
important for Tyconius. He interprets, elaborates, and reads them as a response 
to his own historical context and uses them for his theological purposes. All 
motifs are joined together into a logical wholeness by the theme of the presence 
of evil in the church. 

The theological insights that emerge from Tyconius’ reception of 2 Thess 
2:3–12 and their applicability are discussed in the fourth chapter. We shall 
explore the functionality of bipartition, the central concept of Tyconius, which 
appears to be not only an essential element of the church’s nature, but also of 
the human being and temporality. We shall read his insights theologically by 
putting him into dialogue with some contemporary theologians who might help 
us to discover actuality of the problem presented by Tyconius.

This study is constituted on the basis of the  heuristic structure  which is 
composed of two dynamisms:  emergence  and  convergence. In this sense all 
the involved levels (historical, literary and theological) are mutually related, 
but at the same time respect their own position in the course of analysis. It is 

35 For a detailed explanation of the nomenclature see pp. 63 n. 48 and p. 64 of chapter II.
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why we speak of the historical level first, literary second and theological third. 
From the historical level emerges the literary level and from these two the theo-
logical one emerges. At the same time each level holds its own dynamism, in 
which internal elements converge with each other. Therefore, we should be at-
tentive to the historical context of the fourth century North Africa, intelligent in 
examining the construction of the literary world presented in Tyconius’ writ-
ings, his morphological, semantic and syntactic work on 2 Thess 2:3–12, his 
inner logic while dealing with this passage, and reflective upon the theological 
insights that emerge from the previous two operations.
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