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The Intersection of Paul’s Ethics and Hermeneutics 
with Isaiah’s Servant 

Ethics has never featured as heavily in discussions of Paul’s thought as his 
theology, even though he never cordons off his ethics, nor is it less systematic 
than other aspects of his thought.1 The predominant method of examination of 
Pauline ethics within academic discussion has concentrated on the comparison 
of the content of his ethic with that of other contemporaneous sources. The 
older variant of this method examined the similarities of Pauline ethics to those 
of his Greco-Roman counterparts. Here, proponents point to the fact that Paul 
used the forms and content of Greco-Roman ethics,2 as well as the fact that he 
does not quote Scripture as readily in the “ethical” sections of his letters as in 
the “doctrinal.” This then leads to the portrayal of Paul as one who is very 
scriptural in his theology, yet also one who conforms to Greco-Roman morals 
in his ethical injunctions. This view still finds voice in many quarters today, 
whether in the rebuttal of works that seek to downplay the place of Greco-
Roman ethics in Paul or in those who approach Paul’s ethic through a 
sociological understanding of conversion and Christian living in a secular 
world.3 

More recently, others have called for greater recognition of the influence of 
Second Temple Judaism on Paul’s ethics. Here it is claimed that Paul takes the 
morality found within Jewish reflection on the Old Testament and applies this, 
albeit with a degree of reworking, to his gentile converts and the congregations 
to which he writes.4 Connected to this, the complexities surrounding the under-
standing of the nature of Paul’s Second Temple background have continued to 
develop, especially in the debates surrounding the New Perspective on Paul. 
Thompson has noted that many of the recent insights from these debates have 

 
1 Victor Paul Furnish, Theology and Ethics in Paul (Nashville: Abingdon, 1978), 208–

27. 
2 E.g. Abraham J. Malherbe, Moral Exhortation: A Greco-Roman Sourcebook, LEC 4 

(Philadelphia: Westminster, 1986). 
3 E.g. Wayne A. Meeks, The Moral World of the First Christians, LEC 6 (Philadelphia: 

Westminster, 1986), 13. 
4 E.g. Paula Fredriksen, “Judaizing the Nations: The Ritual Demands of Paul’s Gospel,” 

NTS 56 (2010): 232–52, doi:10.1017/S0028688509990294; Brian S. Rosner, Paul, Scripture 
and Ethics: A Study of 1 Corinthians 5–7, BibStL 3 (Grand Rapids: Baker, 1999). 
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not been integrated into Pauline ethics, and he attempts to do so.5 His attempt, 
however, results in the division of the law into boundary markers, which can 
be discarded, and ethical norms, which must be maintained, which effectively 
transposes the problems associated with a tripartite understanding into a new 
bipartite key.6 Thus although more recent work has corrected the earlier ten-
dency to focus exclusively on Greco-Roman backgrounds, no consensus has 
yet been reached on the impact of Second Temple Judaism in Paul’s ethic, let 
alone the place and nature of the role of the Old Testament in the formation of 
his Christian ethical program. 

In both of these variants of modern scholarship that have considered Paul’s 
ethics, the focus has generally remained on the correspondence of ethical 
content. This has created the problem of allowing surface similarities to 
dominate the discussion, even though Paul and the author of any particular 
parallel could command the exact same action for different reasons, even 
theoretically to the point where the two motivations for the identical behavior 
become antithetical to one another. Further, keeping the method of ethical 
investigation at the level of a comparison of content risks reducing the 
conception of Pauline ethics to deontology, as the action commanded becomes 
the fundamental locus of investigation into his ethic. Given that such a 
deontology also artificially limits the influence of the Old Testament on Paul’s 
moral vision to specific commands, this may explain the relative paucity of 
exploration into the function of the Old Testament in Paul’s ethics.7 Few, how-
ever, have probed deeper to examine how Paul uses the ethical backgrounds 
that he does or why he does so. Yet if it is accepted that Paul is a scripturally 
integrated thinker, and that his ethics is the expression of his theology, then the 
influence of the Old Testament on his ethics must be explained at a level deeper 
than a deontological correspondence. Thus why Paul reads particular Old Tes-
tament texts in the way(s) that he does must be established prior to understand-
ing the impact(s) that such texts have on his ethics. That is, any investigation 
of Paul’s use of the Old Testament for his ethics must first be a hermeneutical 
exercise.  

While many sections of either the Old Testament or the Pauline corpus could 
fruitfully be considered with respect to this question, Paul’s use of Isaiah’s 
prophecies about the servant of YHWH (Isa 49–54) suggest themselves as an 

 
5 James Thompson, Moral Formation According to Paul: The Context and Coherence of 

Pauline Ethics (Grand Rapids: Baker Academic, 2011). 
6 For a detailed account of the problems associated with a tripartite view of the Mosaic 

law, see D. A. Carson, “The Tripartite Division of the Law: A Review of Philip Ross, The 
Finger of God,” in From Creation to New Creation: Biblical Theology and Exegesis; Essays 
in Honor of G.K. Beale, ed. Daniel M. Gurtner and Benjamin L. Gladd (Peabody, MA: Hen-
drickson, 2013), 223–36. 

7 Richard B. Hays, “The Role of Scripture in Paul’s Ethics,” in The Conversion of the 
Imagination: Paul as Interpreter of Israel’s Scripture (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2005), 161. 
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ideal candidate for such an investigation for at least three reasons.8 First, Paul’s 
use of Isa 49–54 is hermeneutically complex. As seen in the next section, even 
though many have examined Paul’s use of these chapters, no single work has 
brought all of the explicit uses together, much less considered the 
hermeneutical warrant by which Paul can read these passages in the way that 
he does. Also importantly, even a cursory glance at the explicit quotations and 
the widely accepted allusions to Isaiah’s servant reveals that Paul appears to 
place himself within multiple parts of the prophecy, and this sets him apart 
from the way that other New Testament authors use these same chapters 
(especially Isa 53:4 in Matt 8:17, Isa 53:7–8 in Acts 8:32–35, and Isa 53:4, 5, 
6, 9 in 1 Pet 2:21–25). Flowing out of this, second, Paul involves himself within 
his reading of Isaiah’s servant. That is, these chapters play a fundamental role 
in shaping Paul’s self-understanding and thus his mission as the apostle to the 
gentiles. Given that Paul understood that his mission necessarily involved 
moral transformation of those in his care,9 his hermeneutics of the prophecies 
of the servant are likely to shape his ethics at the level of their framework. As 
confirmation of this, third, explicit ethical instruction from Paul is frequently 
found in the immediate context of his explicit uses of Isa 49–54. This again 
shows the opportunities to connect Paul’s hermeneutics with his ethics. 

Thus, although the influence of Isaiah on Paul’s theology is generally well-
accepted, the prophecies of the servant still present a rich opportunity for the 
exploration of his use of the Old Testament with a particular focus on his 
hermeneutics as it shapes the ethics involved in his mission. A more in-depth 
review of the scholarship of Paul’s use of Isaiah’s servant will further 
demonstrate the appropriateness of focusing on these chapters for this 
investigation and sharpen its aim. 

A. Literature Review 
A. Literature Review 

I. Foundational Works 

Many have investigated the ways in which the New Testament authors read the 
prophecies of Isaiah concerning the servant of YHWH and then interpret them 
in the light of their own experiences of Jesus of Nazareth, even within the 
Pauline epistles. Yet two scholars have particularly shaped the course of these 
investigations. The first is Bernhard Duhm. Although Duhm developed a 

 
8 The choice to limit the prophecies of the servant as Isaiah’s words in Isa 49–54 is due 

to Paul’s choice of particular verses within his epistles, the particular shape of Isaiah’s 
prophecy in Isa 40–55, and the chosen methodology of this project. All are discussed in more 
detail below. 

9 See especially Michael D. Barram, Mission and Moral Reflection in Paul, StBibLit 75 
(New York: Peter Lang, 2006), 10. 
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complex hermeneutic to explain how his religionsgeschichtlich-
wissenschaftliche Kritik could benefit the church of his day,10 his most influ-
ential contribution to biblical scholarship is his identification and separation of 
four Ebed-Jahve-Lieder from Isa 40–55 (Isa 42:1–4; 49:1–6; 50:4–9; 52:13–
53:12).11 Because of the markedly different language used in these sections, 
Duhm concluded that a different, post-exilic hand composed these songs and a 
later redactor of Deutero-Isaiah included them to fill in gaps in the scroll.12 
Both Duhm’s methodology and his idiosyncratic explanation for the presence 
of the so-called servant songs at their particular places in the text have long 
been rejected.13 Yet the separation of these passages out from their Isaianic 
context has continued within scholarship and even appears entrenched in the 
thinking of the wider church. This had led many to approach this section of 
Isaiah with one fundamental question: who is the servant of the Lord? 

The second is Morna Hooker. In her 1959 monograph she rejects the 
argument that the four songs of the servant stand apart from their literary 
context, since the songs evince the same theological emphases as their 
surrounding context in Deutero-Isaiah.14 Yet she still asks the same fundamen-
tal question concerning the identity of the servant and comes to the answer that 
Deutero-Isaiah conceives of the servant as a corporate identity, in which any 
individual takes a secondary place to a collective referent.15 Beyond this, 
Hooker also asks how influential the prophecies about Isaiah’s servant were on 
the authors of the New Testament, particularly in their theology of the atone-
ment.16 Using the criteria that an author’s description of the atonement must 
clearly rely on Isa 53 alone,17 she concludes that no one within the Christian 
tradition conclusively drew from the servant prophecies for the significance of 
Jesus’ atoning death until 1 Peter 2:21–25 at the end of the first century AD.18 

 
10 The best summary of Duhm’s hermeneutic and exegetical method is Charles E. Shep-

herd, Theological Interpretation and Isaiah 53: A Critical Comparison of Bernhard Duhm, 
Brevard Childs, and Alec Motyer, LHBOTS 598 (London: Bloomsbury, 2014), 9–48. 

11 Bernhard Duhm, Das Buch Jesaia: Übersetzt und erklärt, HKAT 3/1 (Göttingen: 
Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht, 1892), xiii. 

12 Duhm, Das Buch Jesaia, 285. 
13 For a treatment of the reception of the servant texts, see Herbert Haag, Der 

Gottesknecht bei Deuterojesaja, EdF 233 (Darmstadt: Wissenschaftliche Buchgesellschaft, 
1985). 

14 Morna D. Hooker, Jesus and the Servant: The Influence of the Servant Concept of 
Deutero-Isaiah in the New Testament (Eugene, OR: Wipf & Stock, 1959), 25–26. 

15 Hooker, Jesus and the Servant, 41–52. 
16 Hooker, Jesus and the Servant, 23–24. 
17 Hooker, Jesus and the Servant, 62–64. 
18 Hooker, Jesus and the Servant, 152. 
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Although Hooker later conceded that Paul might echo Isa 53 in Rom 4:25,19 
her conclusions cemented the idea that vicarious suffering lies at the core of 
the identity of the servant of YHWH. This rules out any identification between 
Isaiah’s servant and the Apostle Paul on the grounds of the uniqueness of 
Christ’s atoning work that Paul himself proclaims (e.g. Rom 4:25; 5:8; 6:10; 2 
Cor 5:21; Gal 2:19–21; Col 1:21).20 This question of the relationship between 
Paul and Jesus in the identity of the servant would become a defining feature 
of the scholarship that followed. 

II. Isaiah in All of Paul 

Only one author has attempted to investigate and synthesize all of Paul’s uses 
of Isaiah: Florian Wilk.21 Wilk sets out in his monograph to investigate the 
objective instances of the thematic influence of the book of Isaiah within the 
“authentic” epistles of Paul.22 Importantly, he does not conceive of Paul’s epis-
tles as disembodied theology but maintains a central place for Paul’s self-un-
derstanding as the apostle to the gentiles within the teaching that Paul gives in 
his letters.23 Wilk moves through three steps in his work: an investigation of 
Isaiah’s words and phrases used by Paul in their original Isaianic context; 
consideration of the exegetical method and hermeneutics of Paul’s use of these 
texts, which also allows for the identification of allusions; and synthesis of 
these uses to bring the significance of Isaiah for Paul to light.24 With respect to 
Paul’s text-type, Wilk concludes that it is unlikely that Paul used a variety of 
different sources but rather shaped each passage from a likely Septuagint text-

 
19 Morna D. Hooker, “Raised for Our Acquittal (Rom 4,25),” in Resurrection in the New 

Testament: Festschrift J. Lambrecht, ed. R. Bieringer, Veronica Koperski and B. Lataire, 
BETL 165 (Leuven: Leuven University Press, 2002), 340. 

20 Even when some connection between the Servant prophecies and Paul’s ministry is 
considered, Jesus’ uniqueness still forms the grounds for dismissing any identification be-
tween Paul and the servant. E.g. Craig A. Evans, “Isaiah 53 in the Letters of Peter, Paul, 
Hebrews, and John,” in The Gospel According to Isaiah 53: Encountering the Suffering 
Servant in Jewish and Christian Theology, ed. Darrell L. Bock and Mitch Glaser (Grand 
Rapids: Kregel, 2012), 161. Vicarious suffering cannot be removed from the characterization 
of the servant, as I demonstrate in chapter 2. Yet the question of the place of vicarious suf-
fering in the prophecies concerning the servant is complex. This also highlights the question 
of vicarious suffering if Paul does identify himself with Isaiah’s servant in some way. 

21 Florian Wilk, Die Bedeutung des Jesajabuches für Paulus, FRLANT 179 (Göttingen: 
Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht, 1998). 

22 Wilk, Die Bedeutung des Jesajabuches für Paulus, 13. This judgment, on the basis of 
critical conservatism, rules 2 Cor 6:14–7:1 out of his investigation also, and with it, the use 
of Isa 52:11 in 2 Cor 6:17. Cf. Florian Wilk, “Isaiah in 1 and 2 Corinthians,” in Isaiah in the 
New Testament, ed. Steve Moyise and M. J. J. Menken, NTSI (London: T&T Clark, 2005), 
134. 

23 Wilk, Die Bedeutung des Jesajabuches für Paulus, 13. 
24 Wilk, Die Bedeutung des Jesajabuches für Paulus, 13–14. 
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type in order to bring out his own train of thought.25 Thus, Wilk argues, Paul 
uses Isaiah with an awareness of its original context.26 Regarding the overall 
influence of the book of Isaiah on Paul’s thought, Wilk discerns four issues 
around which Paul’s use of Isaiah centres: the message of Christ; Paul’s 
apostolic self-understanding; the role of Israel; and the expectation of the 
Parousia.27 With respect to Isaiah’s prophecies concerning the servant, Wilk 
argues that these form the basis of Paul’s self-understanding, as he identifies 
himself with the unique individual of the servant prophecies of Isa 42:6; 49:1–
8; and 52:7–12 (as well as 61:1–3).28 Wilk concludes that this self-understand-
ing represents an intermediary, rather than final, step in the development of 
Paul’s reading of Isaiah. 

The great strength of Wilk’s work is its comprehensiveness. This is seen in 
the sheer breadth of the passages in both Isaiah and Paul’s letters that he 
considers as well as the coherence of Paul’s reading of Isaiah across multiple 
books. While many will rightly question the assumption that Paul’s letters 
demonstrate new developments in his theology from epistle to epistle, the 
distribution of Isaianic uses across Wilk’s four categories shows the strong 
connection between Isaiah’s prophecies of the servant and Paul’s self-
understanding. Yet the decision to exclude 2 Cor 6:14–7:1 from the research 
means that no one work has considered the breadth of Paul’s use of Isa 49–55, 
and Paul’s use of Isa 52:11 in the scriptural catena of 2 Cor 6:16–18 does not 
fit easily within Wilk’s fourfold scheme.29 Moreover, the nature of his work 
means that he cannot delve deeply into any given passage in either Isaiah or 
Paul. One of the implications of this is the choice not to consider the LXX of 
Isaiah as an entity in its own right.30 The breadth of the investigation also limits 
any detailed consideration of the hermeneutical warrant for Paul’s uses of 
Isaiah. Wilk therefore investigates both the exegetical method and 
hermeneutics of Paul and concludes that Paul both read Isaiah as a prophecy in 
line with ancient Jewish interpretive patterns and also fashioned the referents 
by his own experience of the Christ-event.31 Yet this does not answer the ques-
tion of the hermeneutical warrant for why Paul sees such a close connection 

 
25 Wilk, Die Bedeutung des Jesajabuches für Paulus, 58. 
26 Wilk, Die Bedeutung des Jesajabuches für Paulus, 265. 
27 Wilk, Die Bedeutung des Jesajabuches für Paulus, 364–71. 
28 Wilk, Die Bedeutung des Jesajabuches für Paulus, 406. Cf. Florian Wilk, “Paulus als 

Interpret der prophetischen Schriften,” KD 45 (1999): 299. Wilk signals the possibility of a 
development in Paul’s use of Isaiah from his literature review. Wilk, Die Bedeutung des 
Jesajabuches für Paulus, 12–13.  

29 The integrity of 2 Cor 6–7 is addressed in 5.C.I. 
30 Cf. Moisés Silva, review of Die Bedeutung des Jesajabuches für Paulus, by Florian 

Wilk, and of Heralds of the Good News: Isaiah and Paul in Concert in the Letter to the 
Romans, by J. Ross Wagner, WTJ 66 (2004): 436–37. 

31 Wilk, Die Bedeutung des Jesajabuches für Paulus, 379–80. 



 A. Literature Review 7 

between himself and the servant of Isaiah’s prophecy, let alone the ethics that 
flow from this. 

III. Isaiah in Romans 

Shortly after Wilk published his monograph, J. Ross Wagner completed his 
doctoral dissertation, which would be published as Heralds of the Good News: 
Isaiah and Paul in Concert in the Letter to the Romans.32 It remains the most 
comprehensive examination of Paul’s use of Isaiah in Romans. Wagner sets 
out to uncover the reciprocal relationship between Isaiah’s prophecies on the 
one hand and Paul’s understanding of the gospel and his own apostolic mission 
on the other.33 Even phrasing his investigation in this way betrays his close 
reliance on the work of Richard Hays,34 and although Wagner takes a more 
restrained and systematic approach to his investigation than Hays, he still aims, 
like Hays, at illuminating the hermeneutics driving Paul’s use of Isaiah.35 He 
concludes overall that Isaiah has a profound influence on the theology of Paul, 
since Paul reads Isaiah as a prophecy – currently being fulfilled in his ministry 
– about the eschatological salvation of God that extends to the gentiles.36 Im-
portantly, by reading Isaiah, Wagner means both that Paul gives a radical re-
reading of the text with attention to particularities within the text and also that 
he interprets the verses that he uses within their Isaianic narrative frame and 
their broader Old Testament scriptural context.37 With particular respect to 
Isaiah’s servant, Wagner finds that, although never explicit, “Servant = Christ 
… lingers behind the text as a virtually unavoidable implication of Paul’s larger 
reading of Isaiah”;38 in this scheme Paul heralds the gospel as the fulfilment of 
Isaiah 52:7–53:1.  

Wagner provides a careful, rigorous, and detailed exegesis of Paul’s use of 
Isaiah in Romans. Whereas Wilk considered the breadth of Isaianic material, 
Wagner’s choice to focus on Romans allows for a deeper investigation of the 
Isaianic material in both its original context and Paul’s use of it while still 
providing enough breadth to formulate conclusions regarding Paul’s approach 
to the book of Isaiah as a whole. Like Wilk, moreover, he concludes that Paul 

 
32 J. Ross Wagner, Heralds of the Good News: Isaiah and Paul “in Concert” in the Letter 

to the Romans, NovTSup 101 (Leiden: Brill, 2002). 
33 Wagner, Heralds of the Good News, 3. 
34 See especially Richard B. Hays, Echoes of Scripture in the Letters of Paul (New Haven: 

Yale University Press, 1989). 
35 Wagner, Heralds of the Good News, 14–17. 
36 Wagner, Heralds of the Good News, 32–33, 356–57. 
37 Wagner, Heralds of the Good News, 41. 
38 Wagner, Heralds of the Good News, 335. In this, he also follows Hays, who likewise 

sees the equation between Jesus and Isaiah’s servant as an example of metalepsis. Hays, 
Echoes of Scripture in the Letters of Paul, 63. 
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reads the prophecies of Isaiah as a coherent whole and each particular prophecy 
within its particular context. Beyond Wilk, however, Wagner construes this 
coherence as a narrative whole.39 This allows him to delve more deeply into 
the hermeneutics of Paul’s use of Isaiah, although the question of 
hermeneutical warrant is answered only in a broad and expansive manner. 
Further, because of his choice to restrict his main investigation to Romans, 
Wagner does not deal with those passages in which Paul appears to give an 
even closer connection between the servant and himself. Elsewhere, he 
downplays the significance of this question as something that runs against 
Paul’s interpretive method of Isaiah,40 yet this does not answer the why of the 
hermeneutical warrant by which Paul can possibly see both Jesus and himself 
as the fulfilment of the servant at various points. Finally, Wagner’s focus 
means that he can only deal with the ethics that flows from Paul’s use of Isaiah 
in passing.41 

In the same year as Wagner, Shiu-Lun Shum also completed his doctoral 
work on Paul’s use of Isaiah in Romans.42 Yet Shum takes a very different 
methodological approach to either Wagner or Wilk. Shum starts from the 
conviction that Paul’s use of scripture can be understood only in comparison 
to that of other Jewish readers of the Hebrew Bible at the time.43 Thus Shum 
spends a significant amount of his research considering the use of Isaiah in the 
Third and Fifth books of the Sibylline Oracles and selected documents from 
Qumran (especially 1QS, CD, and 1QH), which leaves him less than 100 pages 
to consider all of the quotations, allusions, and echoes of Isaiah in Romans. He 
concludes that each of the authors show an awareness of the original Isaianic 
context, although Paul alone uses Isaiah within a framework that has an 
openness towards the gentiles within God’s plan of salvation.44 Moreover, in 
contradistinction to Wagner, he concludes that none of these authors viewed 
Isaiah’s servant as a messianic figure, although Paul likely begins the process 

 
39 Wagner, Heralds of the Good News, 353–54. 
40 “The question as to whether Paul understood the ‘Servant’ figure to be Christ or himself 

is somewhat beside the point. Paul’s allusive appropriations of Isaiah 49 derive not from a 
sifting of Isaiah for forgotten prophecies patiently awaiting fulfilment, but from a sustained, 
careful reading of the prophetic oracles in the conviction that he has been crucified with 
Christ, that Christ now lives in him, and that Christ’s mission has become Paul’s own. (Gal 
2:20).” J. Ross Wagner, “Isaiah in Romans and Galatians,” in Isaiah in the New Testament, 
ed. Steve Moyise and M. J. J. Menken, NTSI (London: T&T Clark, 2005), 132. 

41 Wagner, Heralds of the Good News, 336–40. 
42 Shiu-Lun Shum, Paul’s Use of Isaiah in Romans: A Comparative Study of Paul’s Letter 

to the Romans and the Sibylline and Qumran Sectarian Texts, WUNT 2/156 (Tübingen: 
Mohr Siebeck, 2002). 

43 Shum, Paul’s Use of Isaiah in Romans, 1. 
44 Shum, Paul’s Use of Isaiah in Romans, 270, 273. 
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of drawing an identification between the servant and Jesus.45 For the purposes 
of this investigation, Shum sounds a clear reminder that exegetes must situate 
Paul’s use of the Old Testament within his Second Temple context, something 
that neither Wilk nor Wagner make a distinct methodological step, even though 
they both venture into that world at various points. Yet Shum must introduce 
numerous assumptions about the reading of both Isaiah and Romans in his 
work because of the lack of depth at which any one instance is considered. 
Moreover, Shum does not cast his vision wider than Romans, nor does he 
consider any hermeneutical warrant operating underneath Paul’s use of Isaiah. 

Although they do not directly consider Paul’s use of Isaiah in Romans – and 
hence the question of hermeneutical warrant is not explicitly considered – 
several other works merit brief review. Foremost amongst them is Lionel 
Windsor’s investigation of Paul’s theological understanding of his own Jewish 
identity.46 Not only does Windsor examine Paul’s uses of Isaiah in Rom 2, 10, 
and 15 as part of his consideration of Paul’s self-understanding of his 
Jewishness, he also draws a direct connection between Paul’s self-description 
as δοῦλος Χριστοῦ Ἰησοῦ (Rom 1:1) and Isaiah’s prophecies of the servant.47 
From this Windsor concludes that Paul conceives of his ministry as a fulfilment 
of national Israel’s ministry to the nations.48 Yet this implicitly introduces an 
ethical dimension to Paul’s hermeneutical warrant – something not seen in any 
of the other examinations into Paul’s use of Isaiah – for seeing himself in 
connection with Isaiah’s servant: since Paul sees his mission to the gentiles as 
the fullness of his Jewish identity, his Jewish identity becomes bound up in his 
fulfilment of Isaiah. Beyond Windsor, several other authors have also argued 
for connections between Paul’s mission plans and his reading of Isaiah. Many 
of these attempt to forge a link between the geography of Paul’s mission and 
his reading of Isaiah, although no particular explanation has gained wide 
acceptance.49 In none of these cases, however, do these scholars consider the 
hermeneutical question of why Paul reads Isaiah, and especially the servant 
prophecies, in the particular way that he does. 

 
45 Shum, Paul’s Use of Isaiah in Romans, 271, 273. 
46 Lionel J. Windsor, Paul and the Vocation of Israel: How Paul’s Jewish Identity Informs 

His Apostolic Ministry, with Special Reference to Romans, BZNW 205 (Berlin: de Gruyter, 
2014) 

47 Windsor, Paul and the Vocation of Israel, 99–12. 
48 Windsor, Paul and the Vocation of Israel, 111–12, 254. 
49 E.g. Allan Chapple, “Why Spain? Paul and His Mission Plans,” JSPL 1 (2011): 193–

212; Richard J. Gibson, “Paul the Missionary, in Priestly Service of the Servant-Christ (Ro-
mans 15:16),” in Paul as Missionary: Identity, Activity, Theology, and Practice, ed. Trevor 
J. Burke and Brian S. Rosner, LNTS 420 (London: T&T Clark, 2011), 51–62; Rainer  
Riesner, Paul’s Early Period: Chronology, Mission Strategy, Theology, trans. Doug Stott 
(Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1998), 245–53. 
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IV. Isaiah in 2 Corinthians 

The most comprehensive examination of Paul’s use of Isaiah in 2 Corinthians 
comes from Mark S. Gignilliat.50 Yet two other works must be considered first, 
since he writes in part to interact with each of them; both concern the place of 
the so-called “interpolation” in 2 Corinthians (2 Cor 6:14–7:1). The first is a 
1989 article from G. K. Beale on 2 Cor 5–7.51 Beale writes with a twofold aim: 
first to investigate the conceptual background to Paul’s doctrine of 
reconciliation; and second to situate 2 Cor 6:14–7:1 relative to this background 
as a measure of the integrity of these chapters as a whole.52 By considering 
both the new creation and restoration language of 2 Cor 5:17–6:2, he concludes 
that Paul’s theology of reconciliation comes from the conceptual world of Isa 
40–66,53 and thus Paul draws from this section of Isaiah, which is also demon-
strated in the explicit quote from Isa 49:8.54 He also finds the same themes in 
the scriptural catena, and therefore concludes that 2 Cor 5:14–7:1 presents a 
literary unity.55 Within this, Beale argues that Paul uses Isa 49:8 (2 Cor 6:2) as 
scriptural proof of his God-given authority as the fulfilment of the promise to 
the servant.56 He notes that this seems to contradict with the identification of 
the servant with Jesus elsewhere in the New Testament, and explains this 
through the notion of corporate representation, in which Paul can take on the 
promise even though this was not his understanding of Isaiah’s original inten-
tion.57 Yet because of the restricted scope of the article, Beale can neither con-
sider Isaiah on its own terms, nor is it clear from whence Paul takes this her-
meneutical warrant of corporate representation in appropriating the servant 
prophecies for his own ministry.  

A few years later, William J. Webb picks up the insights of Beale’s article 
and considers the question of the place of 6:14–7:1 within the letter in a more 
detailed manner.58 Beyond Beale, he aims to show not only a theological con-
nection between the “fragment” (as he calls it) and the surrounding context of 
2 Corinthians, but also verbal and linguistic links between the two. Thus, Webb 

 
50 Mark S. Gignilliat, Paul and Isaiah’s Servants: Paul’s Theological Reading of Isaiah 

40–66 in 2 Corinthians 5:14–6:10, LNTS 330 (London: T&T Clark, 2007). 
51 Gregory K. Beale, “The Old Testament Background of Reconciliation in 2 Corinthians 

5–7 and Its Bearing on the Literary Problem of 2 Corinthians 6:14–7:1,” NTS 35 (1989): 
550–81. 

52 Beale, “The Old Testament Background of Reconciliation in 2 Corinthians 5–7,” 551. 
53 Beale, “The Old Testament Background of Reconciliation in 2 Corinthians 5–7,” 559. 
54 Beale, “The Old Testament Background of Reconciliation in 2 Corinthians 5–7,” 561–

62. 
55 Beale, “The Old Testament Background of Reconciliation in 2 Corinthians 5–7,” 579. 
56 Beale, “The Old Testament Background of Reconciliation in 2 Corinthians 5–7,” 563. 
57 Beale, “The Old Testament Background of Reconciliation in 2 Corinthians 5–7,” 564. 
58 William J. Webb, Returning Home: New Covenant and Second Exodus as the Context 

for 2 Corinthians 6.14–7.1, JSNTSup 85 (Sheffield: JSOT Press, 1993). 
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