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Chapter 1 

Introduction 

In recent times an area which has attracted a great deal of scholarly 
attention is the development and origin of the early Christian view of Jesus 
as a divine and pre-existent being. The early Christian conviction that 
Jesus of Nazareth, who suffered a shameful death on the cross, is divine 
and pre-existent alongside one God is indeed a very remarkable 
development.1 If the late nineteenth century and early decades of the 
twentieth was mainly dominated by the history-of-religions school's 
attempts to find precedents from Hellenistic and Eastern religions,2 the last 
quarter of a century has seen a growing emphasis on Jewish backgrounds 
to early christology from the Second Temple period. This new trend in the 
discussion of the formative period of Christianity - labelled in some 
quarters as a new religionsgeschichtliche Schule3 - does not only see the 
development of early christology as having taken place within Jewish 
soils, but it also locates the emergence of high christology within the first 
two or three decades after Jesus' death and resurrection. 

Such a renewal of interest in the parallel motifs to early christology 
from Second Temple Judaism has led some scholars to re-evaluate the true 
character of the first century Jewish monotheism. In fact, NT scholars have 
long been puzzled by a seemingly enigmatic relationship between Jewish 
monotheistic belief of one God of Israel and the divine/pre-existent status 
given to Jesus in the early church. What prompted the earliest Christians to 
regard Jesus as divine and pre-existent alongside one God? How was it 
possible for the pious Jews of the first century, who had been brought up 
with a strong monotheistic belief in one God, to be able to accord such a 

' That the early church came to a fuller understanding of who Jesus really is f rom the 
resurrection onwards seems to be beyond question. 

2 They insisted that the divine status of Jesus in early Christianity was the result of 
syncretistic influence from "pagan" religions of the Roman era on "Hellenistic" 
Christians supposedly more susceptible to such influence than were "Palestinian" Jewish 
Christians. 

3 The term was first coined by M. Hengel in his comment on the back cover of 
American edition of L. W. Hurtado, One God, One Lord: Early Christian Devotion and 
Ancient Jewish Monotheism (London: SCM, 1988, 1998). See now L. W. Hurtado, Lord 
Jesus Christ: Devotion to Jesus in Earliest Christianity (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2003), 
5-18, for a quick comparison between the old school of Gottingen and the new. 
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unique status to a man whose life came to an abrupt end on a Roman cross 
as a criminal? 

1.1. The Development and Origin of Jesus' Pre-existence 

Contemporary scholarship has proposed a number of different theories 
about the development and origin of the early Christian understanding of 
Jesus as a divine/pre-existent being.4 Although any attempts to categorize 
the views of others may run the risk of oversimplification, it is nonetheless 
necessary to group them into categories if we are to present and evaluate 
them effectively. We may thus for convenience group the different theories 
into the following categories: (1) Paul's wisdom christology; (2) John's 
pre-existence christology; (3) divine agent or divine identity christology; 
and (4) angelic/angelomorphic christology. 

1.1.1. Paul's Wisdom Christology 

That Paul was indebted to the Jewish wisdom tradition is widely 
recognized among NT scholars today, although to what extent it was 
influential to his understanding of Jesus is still debated. 

Hans Windisch was the first scholar who argued that Paul's christology 
was decisively influenced by the Jewish wisdom tradition, where the figure 
of the Messiah had already become merged with that of Wisdom, and that 
Paul identified the pre-existent Christ with divine Wisdom.5 Windisch 
found the identification of the Messiah and Wisdom from two Jewish 
sources: (1) the description of the Son of Man in terms of Wisdom in 1 
Enoch (48:2,6; 49:3; 92:1; 49:4; 42:1); (2) the LXX translation of Mic 5:1 
and Ps 110:3. He claimed that behind Paul's descriptions of Jesus as the 
Wisdom of God (1 Cor 1-3), the following rock (1 Cor 10:4), the firstborn 

4 Although some studies do not deal with the issue of the origin of Jesus ' pre-
existence specifically, they assume that the concept of Jesus' divinity is closely related to 
that of his pre-existence, and this assumption will be confirmed during the course of our 
study. 

5 H. Windisch, "Die göttliche Weisheit der Juden und die paulinische Christologie" in 
Neutestamentliche Studien: Georg Heinrici zu seinem 70. Geburtstag (ed. A. Deissmann; 
Leipzig: Hinrichs, 1914), 220-34. In 1966, about 50 years later his hypothesis is 
developed in greater detail by A. Feuillet, Le Christ, sagesse de Dieu: d'apres les epitres 
pauliniennes (Paris: Lecoffre, 1966). Recently, W. Horbury, Jewish Messianism and the 
Cult of Christ (London: SCM, 1998) and J. Schaper, Eschatology in the Greek Psalter 
(WUNT 2/76; Tübingen: Mohr Siebeck, 1995), have postulated that there was a tradition 
about a pre-existent messianic figure in Second Temple Judaism. They find evidence of 
such a tradition primarily from the interpretative translation of the LXX. 
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of creation (Col 1:15-20), the head of the church (Eph 1:19-21), and the 
word of righteousness that is near (Rom 10:6-9) lies the figure of Lady 
Wisdom familiar from Prov 8, Sir 24, and Wis 9. 

W. L. Knox popularized Windisch's view with further appeal to 
apocryphal literature, Philo and rabbinic tradition. Rather than claiming 
any direct literary influence of Sirach, Wisdom, or Philo on Paul's letters, 
Knox argued that a common tradition of interpretation lies behind all these 
different speculations about divine Wisdom.6 

Later W. D. Davies revised Windisch's theory by locating the supposed 
source of the Paul's wisdom christology in the Apostle's identification of 
Jesus with the Torah, which itself was already understood as the pré-
existent ootjna of God active in creation and redemption. Davies argued 
that Paul regarded Jesus as the "new Torah" by ascribing to him all the 
attributes of Wisdom (e.g., pre-existence and mediation in creation).7 He 
strengthened his case by bringing in a number of Jewish ideas (such as 
Wisdom, Torah and Messiah) that to a certain degree could be regarded as 
identifiable to one another. Once Paul has replaced the law with Christ, all 
the attributes inherent to Wisdom, says Davies, must have automatically 
transferred to Jesus. 

E. Schweizer argued that the two clauses "God sent his Son" and "in 
order to redeem . . ." in Gal 4:4 (cf. Rom 8:3, John 3:17, and 1 Jn 4:9) 
were the basis of a pre-Pauline "sending formula" which originated from 
the Torah-Wisdom-Logos speculations of Alexandrian Judaism and was 
taken over by Hellenistic Christians to speak about Jesus as the pré-
existent Son of God.8 To support his hypothesis, Schweizer emphasizes the 
parallels between Wis 9:10-17 and Gal 4:4-7 where the verb used for the 
sending of both Wisdom and the Son, k^omélleiv, is a Pauline hapax 
legomenon and the sending of Wisdom/Son in both passages is followed 
by the sending of the Holy Spirit. He also finds parallels from Philo. 

In his 1964 essay "Der vorpaulinische Hymnus Phil 2,6-11," D. Georgi 
discerned behind this pre-Pauline hymn the myth of the humiliation and 
exaltation of the wise man in Wis 2-3, a theme which itself already 

6 W. L. Knox, St Paul and the Church of the Gentiles (Cambridge: CUP, 1939), 55-
89, 111-24. 

7 W. D. Davies, Paul and Rabbinic Judaism: Some Rabbinic Elements in Pauline 
Theology (London: SPCK, 1948, 1970), 147-76. 

8 E. Schweizer, "Zum religionsgeschichtlichen Hintergrund der 'Sendungsformel ' 
Gal. 4,4f., Rö. 8,3f., Jn 3,16f., Un 4,9" ZNW 57 (1966), 199-210; Schweizer, "u lö i , " 
TDNT 8.354-57; E. Schweizer, "Paul ' s Christology and Gnosticism" in Paul and 
Paulinism: Essays in Honour of C. K. Barrett (eds. M. D. Hooker et al.; London: SPCK, 
1982), esp. 118-19. 
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interprets the Suffering Servant of Isaiah as one in whom pre-existent 
Wisdom dwells.9 

M. Hengel attempted in 1975 to explain all of early Christian language 
about Jesus - and especially Paul's - from Jewish wisdom traditions.10 

Taking as his point of departure the title Son of God, Hengel examines the 
historical antecedents to what he calls "the thought-patterns involved with 
[the title Son of God]: pre-existence, mediation at creation and sending 
into the world."11 Hengel builds on Schweizer's theory that the formula 
"God sent his Son" reflects Hellenistic Torah-Wisdom-Logos 
speculations12 by adding his own explanation of the religio-historical 
background of other christological titles and confessional statements. His 
conclusion that "the question of the relationship of Jesus to other 
intermediary figures" was prompted by "the confession of the exaltation of 
Jesus as Son of Man and Son of God" and once the idea of pre-existence 
had been introduced, the attributes of Wisdom was automatically 
transferred to Jesus" was however essentially a revision of Davies' 
explanation.13 

S. Kim located the root of the identification of Jesus and wisdom in 
Paul's own experience of the Damascus Christophany where he became 
convinced that Jesus is the "image of God" and the Son of God.14 While 
Hengel argued that Jewish identification of Wisdom and Torah led early 
Christians to identify Jesus with Wisdom and then with Torah, Kim 
reversed the chronological order of that identification by postulating the 
identification of Jesus with Torah first and then with Wisdom. 

While accepting the influence of the Jewish wisdom tradition on Paul's 
christology, J. D. G. Dunn challenged the majority view15 by arguing that 

9 D. Georgi, "Der vorpaulinische Hymnus Phil 2,6-11" in Zeit und Geschichte: 
Dankesgabe an Rudolf Bultmann zum 80. Geburtstag (eds. E. Dinkier et al.\ Tübingen: 
Mohr Siebeck, 1964), 263-93. 

10 M. Hengel, The Son of God: the Origin of Christology and the History of Jewish-
Hellenistic Religion (London: SCM, 1976), originally published as Der Sohn Gottes: Die 
Entstehung der Christologie und die jüdische-hellenistische Religionsgeschichte 
(Tübingen: Mohr Siebeck, 1975; rev. 1977). 

" Hengel, Son of God, 57. 
12 On Schweizer 's hypothesis see §8.2.1. 
13 Hengel, Son of God, 67, 72. 
14 S. Kim, The Origin of Paul's Gospel (WUNT 2/4; Tübingen: Mohr Siebeck, 1981), 

114-31, 257-60. 
15 Those who discern the idea of Jesus' pre-existence in Paul ' s letters are among 

others: E. Schweizer, "Zur Herkunft der Präexistenzvorstellung bei Paulus" in 
Neotestamentica (Zürich: Zwingli Verlag, 1963), 105-9; R. Hamerton-Kelly, Pre-
Existence, Wisdom, and the Son of Man, 192 and passim; Hengel, Son of God, 48-51, 66-
76; R. Riesner, "Präexistenz und Jungfrauengeburt" TBei 12 (1981), 185-86; Kim, 
Origin, 114-31, 257-60. 
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Paul's wisdom passages were not "intended to assert the pre-existence of 
Christ, or to affirm that Jesus was a divine being personally active in 
creation" but to speak about him as full embodiment of the creative and 
saving activity of God.16 

However, some recent scholars seem to readily accept the majority view 
about wisdom influence on Paul's thought and build their own study into a 
possible relationship of wisdom with another particular tradition or motif 
in Jewish literature and Paul's letters. For example, while J. Davis 
examines the relationship between wisdom and the spirit in 1 Cor 1:18-
3:20, E. J. Schnabel investigates the relationship between wisdom and the 
law in the writings of Ben Sira and Paul and draws his conclusion about 
Paul's ethical teaching.17 C. M. Pate, on the other hand, takes the same 
subject as Schnabel's monograph, but investigates how Paul employs the 
wisdom motif for the purpose of reversing the Deuteronomic curses and 
blessings.18 

Despite such a strong appeal to the Jewish wisdom tradition lying 
behind Paul's theology or more specifically his christology, other scholars 
expressed their scepticism whether wisdom influence on Paul was as 
strong or single an influence, or whether it had direct influence on Paul's 
understanding of Christ as a personal being. 

L. Cerfaux was the first scholar who expressed some reservations about 
the possibility of finding clear evidence of wisdom influence on Paul's 
christology. While accepting that Paul made allusions to wisdom texts and 
traditions, Cerfaux could find in each passage alternative interpretations to 
the one previously argued for. In his view, Paul nowhere specifically 
equates Jesus with the mythological figure of Wisdom, although he was 
certainly familiar with Jewish wisdom traditions and made use of those 
traditions to explain the nature of Christ.19 

Approaching the issue from the argument of 1 Cor 2-3 itself rather than 
from the general question of christology U. Wilckens suggested on the 
basis of Gnostic references to the myth of Sophia that Paul's wisdom 
language does not derive directly from Jewish tradition about personified 
Wisdom, but indirectly from the Valentinian Gnostic language of the 

16 J. D. G. Dunn, Christology in the Making: a New Testament Inquiry into the 
Origins of the Doctrine of the Incarnation (London: SCM, 1980, 1989), 176-96. 

17 J. A. Davis, Wisdom and Spirit: an Investigation of 1 Corinthians 1.18-3.20 Against 
the Background of Jewish Sapiential Traditions in the Greco-Roman Period (Lanham; 
London: University Press of America, 1984); E. J. Schnabel, Law and Wisdom From Ben 
Sira to Paul (WUNT 2/16; Tübingen: Mohr Siebeck, 1985). 

18 C. M. Pate, The Reverse of the Curse: Paul, Wisdom, and the Law (WUNT 2/114; 
Tübingen: Mohr Siebeck, 2000). 

19 L. Cerfaux, Christ in the Theology of St. Paul (New York: Herder, 1959), 271, 
originally published as Le Christ dans la théologie de Saint Paul (Paris: du Cerf, 1952). 
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Corinthians, who wwused ooetua as a title for Christ.20 According to 
Wilckens, Paul responded to the Corinthians' faulty christology not by 
rejecting it altogether but redefining it. In other words, Paul is saying that 
Christ is the Wisdom of God, the Lord of Glory, but he is above all the 
Crucified (1 Cor 2:2). 

About fifty years after Windisch's proposal, H. Conzelmann 
readdressed the question of Paul's relationship to the Jewish wisdom 
tradition from a completely different perspective, and suggested that in 1 
Cor 2-3 Paul is using the vocabulary of the Corinthians and that his 
reworking of wisdom theology and wisdom traditions should be located 
within a school of Paul, located probably in Ephesus, where "wisdom" was 
methodically taught and discussed.21 In his discussion Conzelmann drew a 
distinction between wisdom and apocalyptic speculations. 

In contrast to Conzelmann, R. Scroggs fused both wisdom and 
apocalyptic speculations into what he repeatedly referred to as "Jewish and 
Christian apocalyptic-wisdom theology," without providing any clear 
definition for that term.22 

R. G. Hamerton-Kelly, in his monograph on the concepts of pre-
existence in the NT, examined all the passages formerly invoked in support 
of wisdom christology and a number of others and concluded that 
personified Wisdom did contribute to the early Christian understanding of 
Jesus, but it was Paul who modified that traditional christology 
substantially by means of Jewish apocalyptic categories.23 

Thus, the notion of pre-existence that Windisch and others had found in 
wisdom traditions Hamerton-Kelly discerns in apocalyptic literature as 
well.24 In his view, those "entities" regarded as pre-existent in apocalyptic 
literature, such as The Son of Man in 4 Ezra, the law, the heavenly 
Jerusalem, and personified Wisdom, play a part in Paul's theology.25 For 
Hamerton-Kelly, Paul does not see the wisdom of God primarily as Christ, 

20 U. Wilckens, Weisheit und Torheit: eine exegetisch-religionsgeschichtliche 
Untersuchung zu 1. Kor. 1 und 2 (BHT 26; Tübingen: Mohr Siebeck, 1959); see also his 
"oo<j>ia" in TDNT 7.517-22; on criticisms of Wilckens's view, see E. E. Ellis, "'Wisdom' 
and 'Knowledge' in 1 Corinthians" in Prophecy and Hermeneutic in Early Christianity 
(Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1978), 45-62; R. Scroggs, "Paul: EO$OE and 
ÜNEYMATIKOS" NTS 14 (1967-1968), 33-35; Hamerton-Kelly, Pre-Existence, 112-19. 

21 H. Conzelmann, "Paulus und die Weisheit" NTS 12 (1965-1966), 231-44. 
22 Scroggs, "20i>0S," 33-55. 
23 Hamerton-Kelly, Pre-Existence, 195. 
24 Hamerton-Kelly, Pre-Existence, 105: "the earliest Christian theology used the 

Jewish apocalyptic scheme of things existing in heaven before their eschatological 
manifestation." 

25 Hamerton-Kelly, Pre-Existence, 106-7. 
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but as the whole apocalyptic plan of God for salvation.26 Unlike Windisch, 
he sees wisdom and apocalyptic categories as working together in Paul's 
theology. Thus, the oocjua 9tou, far from being a christological title, is 
Paul's description of God's apocalyptic plan of salvation and his 
"identification" of Christ with the Wisdom of God (1 Cor 1:24, 30) is 
simply his synecdochic shorthand (meaning "the whole is taken to signify 
its parts") for all the salvific blessings present and yet to be revealed 
(2:9).27 

In his 1974 essay A. van Roon presented a sharp criticism of any sort of 
wisdom christology in Paul and offered alternative religio-historical 
sources for Paul's language.28 His examination of these wisdom passages 
led him to conclude that in his letters Paul is using "divine attributes for 
Christ and considers him equal to God. This opinion is consistent with his 
christology."29 So for example, the phrase "and the rock was Christ" in 1 
Cor 10:4 is not parallel to Wis 10:17 but is "a reapplication of the 
identification between God and the rock to Christ."30 He also conjectured 
that behind those passages where attributes of God are applied by Paul to 
Christ lies Paul's "idea of the pre-existence of the Messianic Son of God" 
derived from Ps 110:3 and Mic 5:2.31 

Convinced of the fact that Jewish apocalyptic language and thought play 
a substantial role in Paul's letters, E. E. Johnson examined how the 
different wisdom and apocalyptic elements function together in the largely 
apocalyptic argument of Romans 9-11.32 After an examination of the 
function of confluent apocalyptic and wisdom traditions in Jewish 
literature roughly contemporary to Paul (the Wisdom of Solomon, 1 
Enoch, 4 Ezra, the Qumran documents, and 2 Baruch) she concluded that 
"although each of these documents is fundamentally either apocalyptic or 
sapiential in character, each makes use of material from both traditions."33 

In her view, the wisdom traditions in Rom 9-11 are not so prominent as the 
apocalyptic, and influence from wisdom texts and traditions are discernible 

26 Hamerton-Kelly, Pre-Existence, 117. 
27 Hamerton-Kelly, Pre-Existence, 115-17. Against Wilckens, he suggests that neither 

does Paul adopt any allegedly Gnostic terminology from the Corinthians nor are they 
themselves Gnostics; instead, they are influenced by a type of Philonic anthropology and 
mysticism (pp.114-23). 

28 A. van Roon, "The Relationship between Christ and the Wisdom of God according 
to Paul" JVovT" 16 (1974), 207-39. 

29 van Roon, "Relationship," 233. 
30 van Roon, "Relationship," 230. 
31 van Roon, "Relationship," 234. 
32 E. E. Johnson, The Function of Apocalyptic and Wisdom Traditions in Romans 9-11 

(SBLDS 109; Atlanta: Scholars Press, 1989). 
33 Johnson, Function, 55-109 (quotation from p.207). 
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in two passages (9:20-23; 10:6-8) and in the concluding wisdom hymn to 
God (11:33-36). Having established through the exegesis of the two 
chapters that Paul 's argument in these chapters is substantially influenced 
not only by apocalyptic thought but by wisdom traditions as well, and that 
Paul modified the largely apocalyptic argument with elements from 
wisdom texts and traditions, Johnson draws the conclusion of her study in 
the following words: 

this Pauline "modification" of apocalyptic thought is itself somewhat traditional. Even 
among some of the Jewish documents that define what it means to be apocalyptic, 
wisdom traditions in varying measures contribute to "modifications" of the ideal 
apocalyptic perspective. The use of sapiential traditions is obviously not the only variable 
in the diversity of Jewish and Christian apocalyptic literature . . . But it is clear that 
wisdom language and motifs are one of the means available for expressing one's 
particular sense of apocalyptic reality.34 

Our survey of research into Paul's wisdom christology suggests that, while 
a great number of scholars today recognize that the Jewish wisdom 
tradition has exerted great influence upon Paul 's presentation of his 
christology, the question whether his wisdom christology is to be 
understood as an explicit identification of Jesus with personified Wisdom 
or as speaking of Jesus in terms of Lady Wisdom is by no means settled. 

1.1.2. John's Pre-existence Christology 

Another area which has attracted a great deal of scholarly attention in 
recent decades is the relationship between early christology and Jewish 
monotheism and the concept of "divine agency" or "intermediary figures" 
in Second Temple Judaism. 

As early as the beginning of the 20th century W. Bousset postulated the 
view that early Christianity was influenced by the Greco-Roman pagan 
religions.35 He contended that Jewish monotheism had already been 
considerably compromised during the post-exilic period by the current 
speculations about chief angels and hypostatic beings. He believed that the 
erosion of Jewish monotheistic belief took place even before the flux of 
Gentile converts into Christianity which, at the same time, accelerated the 
same process by elevating Jesus into a divine status and by placing him 
alongside God as another object of faith.36 

34 Johnson, Function, 211. 
35 W. Bousset, Kyrios Christos: Geschichte des Christusglaubens von den Anfängen 

des Christentums bis Irenaeus (Göttingen: Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht, 1913). 
36 W. Bousset, Die Religion des Judentums im späthellenistischen Zeitalter (HNT 21; 

Tübingen: Mohr Siebeck, 1926), 302-357; also idem, Kyrios Christos. 
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The same issue was reviewed by J. D. G. Dunn, who asks "whether 
Christianity began as a departure from Jewish monotheism" or "was in fact 
a monotheistic faith from the beginning."37 Having examined pre-Christian 
Jewish documents to see whether there was any concept or heavenly figure 
which could have constituted some kind of threat or compromise to Jewish 
monotheism, he comes to the conclusion that the language of personified 
divine attributes or any other "speculation about a being other than God" 
did not exercise any real threat to Jewish monotheism.38 

Dunn argues that the personifications of divine attributes such as 
Wisdom and Logos are "ways of speaking about God in his relation to the 
world" and "serve to express his immanence without compromising his 
transcendence."39 In pre-Christian Judaism, Wisdom and Logos did not 
become a hypostasis or a being who existed independently apart from God, 
but remained a vivid metaphor for God's own attributes and activity.40 He 
insists that even with growing speculations about exalted patriarchs or 
principal angels during the inter-testamental period Jewish monotheism 
was not in danger. On the contrary; the great number and majesty of the 
angelic hosts in Jewish apocalyptic speculations did not threaten God's 
sovereign authority, but rather enhanced it.41 In short, Dunn finds no clear 
evidence that pre-Christian Jewish monotheism was in any degree 
influenced or affected by speculations about divine attributes, exalted 
patriarchs or principal angels. 

In Dunn's view, Paul applied the Wisdom category to Jesus (as in 1 Cor 
1:24, 30; 8:6; 10:1-4; Rom 10:6-10; Col 1:15-20) and described the risen 
Christ as the full embodiment of God's Wisdom. Although it may be 
regarded as a significant step, it is still within the Jewish metaphorical 
usage. Paul and other early Christians cannot be said to have worshiped 
Jesus as God, since the development from Christian devotion of the exalted 
Christ towards "full-scale worship" was still on its way until the crisis 
came with the Fourth Gospel where the evangelist pushes the developing 

37 J. D. G. Dunn, "Was Christianity a Monotheistic Faith From the Beginning?" SJT 
35 (1982), 303. 

38 Dunn, "Was Christianity," 321-22. Dunn observed one exception in "one strand of 
esoteric mysticism - a speculation involving the ancient idea of an angel in whom 
Yahweh had put his name, the man-like figure and the empty throne(s) of Daniel's 
vision, and the translated Enoch" (322). 

39 Dunn, "Was Christianity," 319. 
40 Dunn, Christology, 167, who acknowledges that the "tradition of (pre-existent) 

Wisdom has been influential at many points in NT christology." 
41 Dunn, "Was Christianity," 309-13. Neither does he find any threat to Jewish 

monotheism in Philo or Josephus. 
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Wisdom speculation of early Christianity to a totally new dimension.42 In 
adapting what may have been a hymn on Logos/Wisdom within the bounds 
of Jewish metaphorical usage, the writer combines Wisdom christology 
and Son of God christology into one explicit christology of pre-existence 
and incarnation. Dunn concludes that a full-blown idea of pre-existence 
and incarnation of Jesus was limited to John's writings and that "for John 
Jesus was the incarnation not of the Son of God, but of God - God's self-
revelation become flesh and blood."43 

M. Casey stands in basic agreement with Dunn that Jewish monotheism 
was not breached before Paul. He argues that Jesus' exaltation to divine 
status occurred after AD 70 when Jews in the Johannine community were 
expelled from the synagogue. Casey regards the repeated description of the 
people with whom Jesus disagrees as "the Jews" as clear evidence that the 
author of the Fourth Gospel and his community reflected a Gentile self-
identification.44 According to Casey, "John uses the term more than 60 
times, and in the majority of cases it denotes opponents of Jesus, despite 
the fact that all Jesus' disciples at this stage were Jewish."45 The 
continuous elevation of Jesus' status and functions during the first century 
was only limited by monotheism, one of the most important identity 
factors of the Jewish community. With Gentile self-identification the 
Johannine community removed the restraint of Jewish monotheism, and 
declared the deity and incarnation of Jesus. In this way, a "Jewish prophet" 
became a "Gentile God."46 

Without specifically linking to the question of Jewish monotheism J.-A. 
Buhner argues that the "sending" concept in John, the basis for his pre-

42 J. D. G. Dunn, The Partings of the Ways: Between Christianity and Judaism, and 
Their Significance for the Character of Christianity (London: SCM, 1991), 205-206, 
228-229. 

43 Dunn, Partings, 229. 
44 M. Casey, From Jewish Prophet to Gentile God: the Origins and Development of 

New Testament Christology (Cambridge: CUP, 1991), 27. In general terms, Casey denies 
the historical accuracy of the Johannine account and argues that the christology of the 
Fourth Gospel is the product of Johannine community; cf. also M. Casey, Is John's 
Gospel True? (London; New York: Routledge, 1996). 

45 Casey, Jewish Prophet, 27. For other interpretations, see R. E. Brown, The Gospel 
According to John (AB; London: Chapman, 1971), lxx-lxxiii; J. D. G. Dunn, "The 
Making of Christology: Evolution or Unfolding?" in Jesus of Nazareth: Lord and Christ: 
Essays on the Historical Jesus and New Testament Christology ( J. B. Green et al. \ Grand 
Rapids: Eerdmans, 1994), 442-43; N. N. Hingle, Jesus, a Divine Agent: Three 
Christological Comparisons Between the Gospels of Matthew and John (Aberdeen Univ. 
Ph.D. dissertation, 1995), 15. 

46 Casey, Jewish Prophet. In his list of the eight identity factors "monotheism" 
becomes the controlling difference between acceptable and unacceptable christological 
claims. 
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