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Preface

The appearance of this book is the consequence of a failure on my part. Some
years ago I had thought of writing an intellectual biography of Albert Schweitzer.
Intermittent periods of leave were devoted to that aim, and progress of a kind, at
least in terms of words read and notes taken, was made. Encouragement in the
task was increased with the ongoing publication of further volumes of Schweit-
zer’s ‘Nachlass’ by C.H. Beck, along with other previously unavailable material.
But in the end, in spite of much endeavor, I ran out of energy. In part this was
attributable to a lack on my part of imagination and no doubt of intelligence,
too. I struggled to get a clear purchase on Schweitzer, a view of his intellectual
background and development, which both differed from the mound of previous
work, or seemed to unravel the phenomenon that is Schweitzer in a way that
was illuminating. I also became perturbed by the sheer amount of subjects I
needed to master in order to write a book of the kind I had originally conceived;
and I despaired of ever doing so (my training, such as it is, was not in modern
history or in philosophy or in music but in biblical studies, a subject whose very
narrowness allows one to read most of the primary literature on a single sub-
ject and most of the secondary, something which in relation to a biographer of
Schweitzer, is simply not possible). Moreover, a good and thoughtful biography
of Schweitzer, written by Nils Ole Oermann, appeared during the course of my
labours, which argued a number of points I had wanted to argue and did so
effectively and intelligently, rendering me even less confident of publishing my
own account of Schweitzer’s life.1

My failure to complete the task I had set myself appears especially disappoint-
ing in that even taking account of Oermann’s volume, and other significant
recent work, mainly but not exclusively, written by German scholars,2 there is,
in spite of the plethora of literature on Schweitzer, still room for another biog-

1 Oermann, Schweitzer. For a detailed review of this important book, see Carleton Paget,
‘Theologians in context.’

2 I would especially highlight Günzler, Einführung; Mühlstein, Helene Schweitzer Bresslau;
Brabazon, Albert Schweitzer; Ohls, Improvisationen; Barsam, Reverence for Life; Cicovacki,
Restoration; Zager, Liberaler Theologe; Suermann, Homo Politicus; Arnold, Albert Schweitzer;
Ohls, Albert Schweitzer Arzt; Fetscher, Tröstliche Tropen; and a series of essays by Ruth Harris
(Harris, ‘Allure’; and Harris ‘Schweitzer and Africa’). Suermann, Homo Politicus, 5, suggested
that at the time he was writing in 2012, there was a renaissance in Schweitzer studies. There is
some truth in this if one simply looks at quantity of publication and the length of some of the
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raphy of the man. Contrary to his own self-presentation, which tends, as will be
shown, to emphasize his opposition to the times he lived in and to make much
of moments of individual revelation somehow disembodied from the world in
which they took place, Schweitzer reflects both in his own person and in the
way people reacted to him, important and striking aspects of the intellectual,
cultural and political atmosphere of the tumultuous era he inhabited. Too often,
especially within the context of his African setting, students of Schweitzer have
endorsed the self-image of a man almost transcending his own setting, a view
which has rightly been criticised.3 As the late Ben Pimlott noted in a short essay
defending biography, the major purpose of such a genre should lie in bringing
to life a particular period of history through the prism of one of its significant
participants.4 As he states, “The kind of biography that is worth reading, and
writing, illuminates a changing environment by revealing the way in which a
particular character interacts with it.”5 Schweitzer’s long life lends itself well to
the Pimlottian vision of biography. After all, that life converges with a range of
issues. Relevant here are the history of Alsace, fin de siècle Germany and France,
the history of music, theology, philosophy, social, political and other tenden-
cies within Weimar Germany, African and colonial history more generally, in
particular mission history and decolonisation, the two World Wars, the history
of nuclear disarmament, the evolving concept of humanitarianism, and the
cultural and political history of the periods following the First and the Second
World Wars, in the latter of which Schweitzer became a complex icon reflecting
shifts and changes in a variety of contexts.6 While moves have been made in this
direction, these have tended to focus on particular facets of Schweitzer’s life.7 It
saddens me that I was not equal to fulfilling such a task. My hope, however, is
that what I have written above and elements of the current volume below, will
persuade a brighter, more effective and more knowledgeable person than myself
that this is both a real desideratum and so a task worth undertaking.

In the current volume, which in some ways is an unsatisfactory hodge-podge
of this and that, I have brought together a collection of articles, which is prefac-
ed by a long introductory essay. In the latter I discuss Schweitzer in relation

books mentioned above. But the effect of these publications in promoting the life and thought
of Albert Schweitzer, except perhaps in Germany, has been minimal.

3 Harris, ‘Schweitzer and Africa’, 1110, notes: “Perhaps because Schweitzer cut such a
titanic figure in the West, the biographies seem strangely de-contextualized, detached from
the larger histories of tropical medicine, and even from fashionable trends in imperial history,
transnational history, and humanitarianism.” See chapter 7 in this volume.

4 Pimlott, ‘Contemporary Biography.’ See also Suermann, Homo politicus, 17–19, who ad-
dresses the controversy relating to the writing of biography, arriving at a view of the genre as a
balance between societal and individual concerns. See further chapter 9 in this volume.

5 See Pimlott, ‘Contemporary Biography’, 39.
6 The first to write in a scholarly way about this subject was Mbondobari, Archäologie. See

also now for the specifically German context, Fetscher, Tröstliche Tropen.
7 See esp. the work of Oermann, Suermann and Harris.
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to his different identities, understood both geographically and intellectually,
and conclude by showing what might unify these. The chapters which follow,
with the exception of one, have been published before, often in difficult-to-ac-
cess journals. They appear here in a considerably revised form, so as to include
insights from more recent publications and my own developing thoughts. This
section of the volume takes up and expands upon observations made in the in-
troductory essay. The first two chapters deal with Schweitzer’s New Testament
work as this relates to Jesus and Paul, focusing in more detail upon comments in
the introduction about Schweitzer as a New Testament critic. The chapters on
Schweitzer’s theology and piety show how his attachment to the New Testament
and in particular to the figure of Jesus, reveals certain things not only about his
own Jesus-centred theology but also his philosophical thinking. The chapter on
Schweitzer’s relationship with Adolf von Harnack touches upon observations
made in the introduction about Schweitzer’s own distinctive brand of liberal
theology, through the prism of a perhaps surprising relationship, while at the
same time exploring Schweitzer’s interaction with the prevailing post-First
World War theological atmosphere in Germany, especially as evidenced by Karl
Barth and his followers. It is contended that Harnack and Schweitzer shared
a deep suspicion of the Swiss theologian’s ideas and this in part explains the
warmth of their contact from the early 1920s onwards. Chapter six concerns
Schweitzer’s relationship with Jews and Judaism. In what is a strangely overlook-
ed subject, given that Schweitzer was married to a Jewish woman who converted
to Christianity, and lived through the Holocaust, an attempt is made to discuss
Schweitzer’s engagement with Judaism in his scholarly work, especially as this
relates to the New Testament, and also his attitudes towards the former more
widely, not least in the Second World War and afterwards. The picture which
emerges shows a complex disjunction between Schweitzer’s public role as a
moral critic of the west and his apparent failure to express himself publicly on
anti-semitism and the Holocaust. Chapter 7 examines Schweitzer’s relationship
to Africa, referred to in the introduction but explored here in its different facets,
a subject which has become increasingly controversial in a developing postco-
lonial setting. The eighth chapter on Schweitzer’s relationship with Cambridge
takes further observations in the introduction about the nature of Schweitzer’s
fame and its decline. The final chapter, which addresses, at least indirectly, the
challenge of chapter eight, asks why, if at all, attention should continue to be
paid to Schweitzer. The answer it provides is ambivalent, as it contends both
with Schweitzer’s anachronistic paternalism, which reflects the colonial setting
in which he worked as a medical missionary, harking back to comments made
in chapter seven, and those aspects of his thought, which seem burningly actual
and pertinent. It is hoped that from these chapters, which inevitably converge at
certain points, a set of themes and stimuli for further research emerge. Another
aim of the volume is to encourage greater interaction between German-language
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research, which dominates the field of Schweitzer studies, and that found in the
English language. Too often they seem to pass each other like ships in the night.

The writing of this volume has been greatly enriched by the fact that a decade
ago, together with the talented and energetic Prof. Michael Thate, now of the
University of Princeton, I co-edited a collection of essays on Schweitzer, which
cover many of the different facets of his life and thought.8 Insights contained
within these essays have proved fruitful in allowing me further to develop my
own ideas in relation to the most recent Schweitzer scholarship. Also important
in spurringme on has been Ben Rattigan, who was instrumental in setting up the
British Schweitzer Institute and kind enough to ask me to be one of its trustees.
Its journal, together with the three conferences which have taken place under
its auspices and through Ben’s personal generosity, have reminded me that
Schweitzer and his life still resonate in circles which are not narrowly academic.

Many people have been important in the writing of this book. I am especially
grateful to Tobias Stäbler at Mohr Siebeck and other members of staff, not least
Markus Kirchner, SusanneMang andConstanze Braun for seeing the book safely
to publication and continuing to believe in the project when it seemed like the
book would never appear. I am particularly honoured that it is being published
by the renowned Verlag of Tübingen, not least because a number of Schweitzer’s
most important books appeared with the same press well over a hundred years
ago. Moreover, Tübingen is a place to which I feel special bonds of attachment,
having spent an immensely happy four months there in 1990 when a research
student. My book does not replace but complements, I hope, Erich Grässer’s
important and erudite work, which was the last book dedicated to Schweitzer to
be published by Mohr Siebeck almost fifty years ago.9

I would like also to thank Christophe Chalamet, Predrag Cicovacki, Caroline
Fetscher, Ruth Harris, William Horbury, George van Kooten, Julius Lipner,
David Maxwell, Justin Meggitt, Isgard Ohls, Brendan Simms, Brian Stanley,
Anna Steppler, and Werner Zager, either for reading the whole work or sections
of this monograph and making important suggestions for its improvement;
or simply for stimulating conversation about Schweitzer. I am also grateful to
Romain Collot of the Archives Centrales Albert Schweitzer, Gunsbach, who has
provided me with much help in accessing letters by and to Schweitzer.

Many years ago, when I was a teenager, I remember watching with rapt
attention Don Cupitt’s six-part BBC television series entitled The Sea of Faith.
In the third program, entitled ‘Going by the Book’, Cupitt looked at various
challenges, direct or indirect, to the authority of the Bible, as these had occurred
in particular in the 19th and early part of the twentieth centuries. The bulk of

8 See Carleton Paget and Thate, Albert Schweitzer.
9 Grässer, Albert Schweitzer. Thate, Remembrance, which was also published by Mohr Sie-

beck, although making Schweitzer’s work on Jesus central to his thesis, is not strictly speaking
a book dedicated to the study of Albert Schweitzer.
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the program focused on Albert Schweitzer about whom I had heard nothing
at the time. The account Cupitt gave of Schweitzer all those years ago sowed
in me the seed of my fascination with the Alsatian; and so I wish to express my
thanks to Don, whose colleague I was eventually to become at the University of
Cambridge.

Luke Hase, whose fine Ph. D. thesis I had the privilege of supervising and
which was successfully submitted as I concluded the writing of this volume, has
managed, with accuracy and skill, to help me create a more or less consistent
text, a burdensome task, given that several chapters appeared in journals with
different house styles. I also want to extend my thanks to the Faculty of Divinity
in the University of Cambridge and my college, Peterhouse, for helping to fund
Luke’s work.

In the mid-1990s Simon Gathercole used to sit at my feet in supervisions after
changing subjects from Classics to what was then called Theology and Religious
Studies. I am now much more his pupil than he ever was mine; and this book
has benefited hugely from the immense amount of time he has spent in helping
me organize and think through its contents. Without his enduring belief, often
opposed by me, that I should move forward with its publication, I doubt the
book would have seen the light of day.

Above all else, I wish to thank Susanna Avery-Quash, my partner for many
years, and nowmy wife. She has been a massively stalwart support in times good
and bad. Not only have I benefited from her advice about writing (as an accom-
plished scholar herself she has been able to empathise with the ups and downs
of the writing process) but I have learnt a great deal from her optimistic and
affirmative approach to life and been helped by her great human intelligence
and patience. She has been a constant encouragement to me in the writing of this
volume and its appearance owes more than I can say to her.

Finally, I want to remember my beloved eldest daughter, Emily, who, sadly,
died on May 27th, 2021, aged just twenty-four. Since that terrible day, I have
never once woken up and not thought about her and reflected on what shemight
have been. I dedicate this book to her memory.

James Carleton Paget, June 11th, 2024
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Introduction

Albert Schweitzer: Thoughts and Reflections

1. Prelude: A Stained Glass Window

In the small American town of Deerfield, some twenty-five miles north of Chi-
cago, and not far from the western shores of picturesque Lake Michigan, slightly
set back from the busy central thoroughfare of the town, sits the handsome First
Presbyterian Church. Built in the early 1960s, mainly as a result of the energetic
leadership of the man who was to be its minister for some twenty-eight years, the
Revd. BernardDidier, the church boasts a finewest window, created by theWillet
Studios of Philadelphia, and entitled the ‘Window of the Four Gospels’. Rising
up some twenty feet, its four panels develop, respectively, the themes of govern-
ance, teaching, healing, and missionizing. In the third of the panels, devoted
to healing, moving downward, there is a depiction of the evangelist Luke, the
Physician, and the symbol associated with his Gospel, the head of an ox. Beneath
this are depictions of Christ’s miracle in Capernaum from the Gospel, and from
the Acts of the Apostles the raising of Eutychus by Paul and the farewell of Paul
spoken to the elders at Ephesus. This is followed by a depiction of St. Francis of
Assissi giving clothes to a poor man on a road. Then come some scenes from the
Reformation, including Calvin’s welcoming of a group of refugees to Geneva,
and the depiction of various nineteenth-century Protestants associated with
healing, including Florence Nightingale and David Livingstone. At the foot of
the panel, its final section, the viewer is presented with an image of a senescent
Albert Schweitzer, his sleeves rolled up, disporting his signature moustache and
bow tie, attending to an African patient, prostate beneath him, while another
African sits to the side. In the background is the Strasbourg hospital in which
Schweitzer trained as a doctor, and where Calvin preached during his exile in
that city. Immediately to the left of this depiction of Schweitzer (as you look at
the window), the foundation as it were of the section of the panel devoted to
teaching, is a picture of the owlishly bespectacled Karl Barth, seated reading a
book and representing Christian learning.

This little known stained glass window, found in the church of a modest
American mid-western town is but one example of many in the United States,
Britain, Germany and elsewhere, which present depictions of Schweitzer. It
raises important points for those interested in the study of Albert Schweitzer.
First, it gives evidence of a time when the name of Schweitzer was widely known



2 Introduction

(sufficiently well known for him to be depicted in a church in small-town Deer-
field), and his reputation extraordinarily high, especially in the United States1
and Germany.2 From the end of the Second World War through the 1950s and
1960s (the Deerfield window dates from 1963) books and articles about him,
in a variety of media, rattled off presses, stretching from the US to Japan;3 and
although his stock began to fall towards the end of his life,4 his death was still a
major event eliciting extended obituaries in newspapers around the world, and
laudatory comment from many heads of state.5

While today Schweitzer’s achievements are still remembered by some
(interestingly, President Obama, in his acceptance speech for the Nobel Peace
Prize of 2009, compared himself unfavourably with four previous Laureates, one
of whom was Albert Schweitzer),6 and while there are many schools, streets,
professorships, and institutions named after him, the adulation and fame sur-
rounding him, especially as this was witnessed after 1945, is a distant memory.7

1 Schweitzer only visited the United States once, in 1949 (on this see esp. Fetscher, Tröstliche
Tropen, 59–86 and 107–32, here focusing on his visit to the Goethe Festival at Aspen; and Oer-
mann, Schweitzer, 165–70). While his popularity in Europe, especially Germany, is perhaps
easier to explain (on this see n. 8 below), his popularity in the U. S. is perhaps more surprising.
Ruth Harris, ‘Review’, 217, has tentatively suggested that the growing issue of race relations
in the U. S. may have played a role with Schweitzer’s hospital seeming like a conservative, but
humanitarian, intervention that prescribed a cautious and paternalist pace to emancipation.
Fetscher, Tröstliche Tropen, 59–87, suggests that after the Second World War the allies, led by
the United States, were especially keen to promote the idea of the good German in an attempt
to elevate the disgraced reputation of the German nation at a time when the Federal Republic of
Germany (better known as ‘West Germany’) was a lynchpin in its ‘Cold War’ strategy. Goethe
was especially important in this respect, being seen as a symbol of the cultivated and ethical side
of German life. In 1949, to celebrate the 200th year since Goethe’s birth, there was a conference
held in Aspen in 1949. Schweitzer was invited to speak at the conference. His appearance was
important, not least because he was thought to be helpfully like Goethe (here as a polymathic,
‘good’ German, even though since 1919 he had been a Frenchman) and so an aid to the message
the organisers were trying to propagate. Fetscher, citing a book by Allen, Romance, 166, notes
the comments of one advertising agent: “We all recognize that it is rather hard to make Goethe
understandable to the so-called average guy, but working with Schweitzer who can provide us
with flesh and blood, I think that the job can be done … [Y]ou could almost call Schweitzer
an incarnate Goethe.” The association of Goethe and Schweitzer was echoed in a number of
publications, e. g. Lind, Die Universalmenschen Goethe und Schweitzer.

2 See Fetscher, Tröstliche Tropen. See n. 8 below.
3 For the growth of both Lambarene and Schweitzer as a symbol see Oermann and Suer-

mann, ‘Albert Schweitzer’s Lambarene’; Oermann, ‘Idea’; Mbondobari, Archäologie; Suermann,
Homo politicus, 195–204; Ohls, Improvisationen, 281–88; Ohls, Albert Schweitzer Arzt, 303–4;
Hörisch, ‘Megaprominenter’; and Fetscher, Tröstliche Tropen.

4 See esp. Oermann, ‘Idea’; and Mbondobari, Archäologie.
5 See Ohls, Improvisationen, 280–81, citing Suzanne Oswald’s publication on the obituaries

written at the time of Schweitzer’s life, found in Oswald, Urwaldspital, 200 f.
6 Barack Obama, “Remarks by the President at the Acceptance of the Nobel Prize”, Oslo,

Norway, December 10, 2009 (see https://obamawhitehouse.archives.gov/the-press-office/re
marks-president-acceptance-nobel-peace-prize).

7 This is truer for the Anglophonic world than the German-speaking one. See Friedrich
Schweitzer, ‘Von Vorbildern’, 40–41, who quotes a press report of the Allensbacher Institut für
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Much discussion has been given to explaining such adulation8 and and its dis-
appearance.9

Secondly, the image of Schweitzer presented by the window is accurate but
limited. It is accurate in the sense that in the minds of many of Schweitzer’s
admirers, his main achievement lay in the foundation of his hospital in Lam-
barene where he lived for extended periods from 1913 to his death in 1965; but
it is limited in the sense that for some of the same admirers, what was truly
remarkable about Schweitzer was that he had chosen to do such work when

Umfrageforschung of January 2013, in which it was claimed that 88 percent of the German
population had heard of Schweitzer and 26 percent counted him as one of the three most
important models. The same author also notes that at least 300 social institutions (‘soziale
Einrichtungen’), like schools, are named after Schweitzer in Germany. Strikingly, 16 percent of
those aged between 16 and 29 counted him as a significant model. Fetscher, Tröstliche Tropen,
by revealing the depth and extent of Schweitzer’s post-war popularity in Germany (she does not
discuss his more recent reception), shows indirectly why Schweitzer might continue to resonate
with Germans.

8 See n. 1 above for reception in the United States. Partial explanations for the post-war
adulation lie in the desire for a western moral hero, who appeared to oppose the nihilism of
that conflict. In this respect see a letter dated 16.iv.1954, where Georg Wehrung, a former pupil
of Schweitzer at Strasbourg and Professor of systematic theology in a variety of German uni-
versities, voices this viewpoint (Schweitzer, Briefwechsel, 737). See Kantzenbach, Schweitzer, 8,
who mentions the quest on the part of politicians for ideals, and the fact that German moral
integrity, in the wake of the war, was something rare and therefore precious. Also significant
was the need for a figure who showed up the more benign side of European colonialism. On
this see the comments of Claus Jacobi in Der Spiegel in 1960: “Denn Albert Schweitzer dient
der westlichen Welt als fleischgewordenes Alibi: Stellvertretend für sie soll er die Sünden des
Kolonialismus sühnen, abendländische Kultur verkörpern und im Urwald die in Europa ein-
gestürzten Bastionen der Humanität gegen die Unmenschlichkeit wiederaufrichten.” (‘Albert
Schweitzer, Mythos des 20. Jahrhunderts’, in Der Spiegel from 21.12.1960, 50). See Mühlstein,
Helene Schweitzer, 256: “In den Nachkriegsjahren wird er (Schweitzer) zu dem ‘guten Men-
schen’ schlechthin, der sich während der finsteren Jahre des zweitenWeltkrieges seine Integrität
bewahrt hat. Dass sich hinter dieser Verehrung häufig auch der Wunsch verbirgt, die eigene
unschöne Vergangenheit zu verdrängen, steht auf einem anderen Blatt.” Fetscher, Tröstliche
Tropen, in what she describes as a social-psychological study, gives the richest andmost detailed
account of the role of the symbol of Schweitzer and Lambarene in post-war Germany, dividing
his reception into three different periods, and showing how, in various ways, that symbol,
allowed Germans to negotiate their Nazi past without straightforwardly confronting it. See esp.
ibid., 52–54; and 207–25. Some of what Fetscher has to say in her highly informative study is
captured in Suermann’s reference to Schweitzer as a ‘Kollektivalibi’ (Suermann,Homo politicus,
201), here in the context of a discussion of the decision to award Schweitzer Der Friedenspreis
des Deutschen Buchhandels in 1951.

9 The gradual disappearance of Schweitzer’s world renown is partly accounted for by
changing attitudes to colonization. Against this background Schweitzer has come to be seen
as entertaining anachronistic views and to symbolize a colonial past, which many had come to
view sceptically. In Germany the population began in the 1960s to take on issues to do with the
Second World War in a more direct way as a younger generation confronted their leadership
with the atrocities of that period and so the function of Schweitzer/Lambarene as a symbol came
to play less of a role. West Germany also began to recover from the War economically. Fetscher,
Tröstliche Tropen, 56–57, sees both factors as contributing to the diminishing prominence of the
Schweitzer/Lambarene symbol. Further on this see chapters 7 and 8 in this volume.
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an apparently distinguished career lay before him either as an academic or as
an organist. As some of Schweitzer’s detractors pointed out, there was nothing
exceptional about his activity as a medical missionary – after all, scattered
throughout the European colonies, there were many others like him.10What was
remarkable, many contended, was that his work in Africa appeared to be an act
of striking self-denial when one considered the kind of career in a variety of fields
he might have had in Europe, a point which Schweitzer, indirectly, encouraged,
though also sought to deny.11 Many of those same people were not aware, in any
informed way, of Schweitzer’s work as philosopher, theologian, or even as an or-
ganist and writer on music;12 and yet his academic work in all its manifestations,
was connected, either directly or indirectly, with his work in Lambarene, which
could be seen as the endpoint and embodiment both of his particular form of
Jesus-centred theology and his activist philosophy, which were intimately linked.
Schweitzer was a ‘healer’, if one is thinking in terms of his representation on
the stained glass window in Deerfield’s First Presbyterian Church, as a result
of what he thought, that is, there is a clear link between Schweitzer’s thinking,
both theological and philosophical, and his decision to engage in the kind of
activity he did in Africa.13 Thinking and action were a unity, or as he stated to

10 See Audoynaud, Docteur Schweitzer, who makes this point polemically. See chapter 7 in
this volume.

11 In what is his earliest autobiographical publication, appearing in English as Schweitzer,
Primeval Forest, 1 (AW 1, 315), Schweitzer emphasizes this point, though it is not clear that
when he left for Africa in 1913, he assumed that he would never again return to the life he had
before. On this seeWoytt, ‘Albert Schweitzer scheidet’, and chapter 7 in this volume. Schweitzer
was also to express this point in various letters, including one to Anna Schäffer, a friend from
his days at grammar school in Mühlhausen, dated October 1905, where he speaks of having to
forego “eine glänzende Laufbahn als Universitätslehrer und Schriftsteller.” (quoted in Scholl,
Albert Schweitzer, 19). See also Schweitzer, ‘Selbstdarstellung 1929’, 34. Here he describes the
intellectual activities he engaged in between 1919 and 1924 (the year he returned to Africa for
the second time) as “Wunderbares”, noting that when he went to Africa he had to give up his
work as an organist, his academic work, and his financial independence. He goes on to state:
“Diese drei Opfer hatte ich zu bringen begonnen. Nur meine Vertrauten wussten, welches Weh
es mir bereitete.” For the importance of seeing his decision to go to Africa as the relinquishing
of a brilliant career, see F. Schweitzer, “Von Vorbildern”.

12 As Ohls, Improvisationen, 280–84, notes, after reading the obituaries compiled by Os-
wald, what is clear is that it was Schweitzer’s personality and his practical work, which had
impressed itself upon the majority of those who assessed his career, and especially the public
at large, but not his thought. See also her comment that “der Schweitzermythos der human-
istischenWeltanschauung schuf eine moralische Leitfigur”, as well as her view that Schweitzer’s
own presentation of himself as a ‘Humanitätsimago’ led to the onesided concentration on his
personality and character rather than his thought (see Ohls, Improvisationen, 303). See also
Suermann, Homo politicus, 4: “Der Grund für die unzureichende Würdigung des Geistes-
wissenschaftlers Schweitzer liegt sicherlich darin, dass die meisten Menschen in Schweitzer
eher den gütigen Humanisten denn einen wegweisenden Denker sahen;” and Kantzenbach,
Schweitzer, 9: “In dem enormen Schrifttum über Schweitzer hat die Würdigung des Menschen-
freundes eindeutig den Vorrang.”

13 See Ohls, Improvisationen, 280, who correctly notes that Lambarene was what she terms
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Norman Cousins, one of his greatest advocates in the United States, he wished
to make his life his argument.14 So to present him as a healer is only a partial ac-
count of the man, though, as will be argued below, without his work in Africa he
would not have attracted the interest and celebrity he did, or become a symbol of
humanitarian beneficence.15 The stained glass window, then, raises the question
of how to understand Schweitzer, how to categorise him when he combined in
himself a number of identities.

Schweitzer’s placement next to Karl Barth raises a related point. Both Barth
and Schweitzer were theological rebels, men who in their youth and beyond
foundmuch that was inadequate in the prevailing liberal/theological and cultur-
al mood.16 Barth’s rebelliousness was exclusively associated with the period after
the First World War, where Schweitzer’s had preceded that cataclysm (Schweit-
zer was ten years older than Barth), even if his major philosophical writings
were penned after the First World War and in partial reaction to them. Barth
insisted that theology claim as its proper subject the reality of God and adopted a
dialiectical way of thinking in which the otherness of God was emphasized over
against an anthropocentric theology associated with the liberal tradition. His
distinctive interpretation of the Christian tradition took place exclusively from
within the church and the academy. Schweitzer, on the other hand, carried out
his task not by writing a commentary on a biblical book, or a Church Dogmatics,
or seeking to emphasize God’s difference fromman, but through the writing of a
‘Kulturphilosophie’ in which he attempted to forge a universal ethic, based upon
a central principle, which arose from reflection upon the character of man’s will

‘die Gestaltwerdung’ of ‘reverence for life.’ Much of her Improvisationen is an attempt to argue
that case.

14 Cousins, Schweitzer, 125.
15 This is made clear in some of the most recent contributions to literature on Schweitzer,

especially in the work of Suermann and Fetscher. In this context note should be taken of the
fact that in terms of sales, Schweitzer’s volumes on Africa and his biographical works were the
most popular.

16 Relatively early on (certainly in Barth’s career), they attracted some comparison. As an
early instantiation of this, see Werner, Weltanschauungsproblem, which was published in 1924.
The publication begins by noting: “Charakteristisch für den Gang, den in neuester Zeit die
Entwicklung des theologischen Denkens genommen hat, ist das Aufkommen einer Opposition,
die sich immer energischer dagegen verwahrt, dass die Theologie sich in Historismus und
Psychologismus verliere. Karl Barth und Albert Schweitzer stehen beide in den vorderersten
Reihen dieser Opposition und gehören zu denen, deren Mahnruf am kräfigsten gewirkt hat
und zur Stunde weithin vernommen wird.” (Werner, Albert Schweitzer, 1). While Werner out-
lines similarities between Barth and Schweitzer, he and, later, his compatriot, Fritz Buri, saw
Schweitzer as a helpful buffer against a dominant Barthianism in Switzerland in particular. For
responses to the book, see Werner’s own remarks in a letter addressed to Schweitzer, dated
29.xii.1929, in Schweitzer, Briefwechsel, 768–69. He claims a broadly warm reception except
from the Barthians, highlighting in particular Barth’s own response in his journal, Zwischen
den Zeiten. He notes, inter alia, the latter’s expressed reluctance to engage in argument with
Schweitzer until such time as the latter engages in an argument with him. For further discussion
see chapter 5 in this volume.
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and the way that such reflection led to a sense of the latter’s absolute connect-
edness to the world of which he was a part and for which he was meant to feel a
sense of unlimited ethical responsibility. Many of the influences which contrib-
uted to the development of his idea of ‘reverence for life’ were self-confessedly
philosophical. God-talk, though a pallid presence but, some would argue, essen-
tial, to his ideas, was not themajor subject of discussion – in fact it was often con-
sciously avoided. For Schweitzer, Christian dogma was something from which,
at least in its traditional sense, one was to liberate oneself. While Schweitzer was
keen, like Barth, to assert the difference, indeed the almost alien nature of the
Christian life over against a maligned ‘Kulturprotestantismus’, this was not pred-
icated upon a dialectical theology, but rather upon an exclusively ethical set of
assertions, which he saw through the mirror of a reconceived understanding of
eschatology.17 Schweitzer’s theology in the end remained liberal in a way that
Barth’s never did.18 Indeed it is striking how Schweitzer became a firm opponent
of Barth, in part throughMartinWerner, and felt the need, late in his life, to write
a restatement, which he never completed, of his own liberal-theological creed.19
The juxtaposition with Barth reminds us both of Schweitzer’s identity as a Chris-
tian intellectual but in a contested way, which, in part at least, stood at odds with
academic theology andwider society, as that developed after the FirstWorldWar.

The stained-glass window not only raises questions about Schweitzer’s
different identities but also highlights the role of place in his life. From 1913
Schweitzer’s life oscillated between the region in which he was born, Alsace,
represented by the hospital in Strasbourg, where he was to work both before
his departure to Africa in 1913 and for a period after his return in 1918; and
Africa, represented here by the patient to whose needs he is depicted as attend-
ing. Schweitzer’s affiliation to the former remained profound20 and arguments
from an early stage were to be put forward highlighting the role of this so-called
‘Grenzland’ in the formation of Schweitzer’s personality and attitudes.21Can we,

17 See Sommer, ‘Einleitung’, 29–30. See also Grässer, Albert Schweitzer, 247–49. For further
discussion of the relationship between Barth and Schweitzer see chapters 2 and esp. 5 in this
volume.

18 See Tietz, Barth, 89–90.While she notes that Barth’s cultural critique reflects the spiritual
situation of the wartime and postwar period as seen in Spengler and Schweitzer, she writes:
“Barth however placed no hope in a cultural reconstruction through which a ‘new world’ could
arise. Culture belonged entirely on the side of the old; human beings were not themselves in the
position to create something new.”

19 Schweitzer, Reich Gottes.
20 Lassus, Albert Schweitzer, 62–64, notes that Schweitzer did not have to make his head-

quarters in Gunsbach, the village in which his father served as a Protestant pastor from the
late 1870s to his death in 1926. His decision to do so implies a considerable attachment to
his homeland. His home address was in Königsberg in Germany, where his wife and daughter
resided when they were in Europe.

21 For the first example of this see Barthel, Elsässische, 217–79. For the most recent discus-
sion, see Steinhoff, ‘Nest’ and discussion below.
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for instance, best explain his profound distaste of nationalism22 by the fact that
he was brought up in a dual culture, speaking German and French and engaged
with German and French institutions, even believing himself, for a time at least,
as a cultural bridge between the two?

And what of Africa?23 The window depicts Schweitzer dispensing care to a
passive African, with another crouched by the side, his imperial-style clothing,
emphasizing the distinction between himself and the patient, reinscribing
a colonial image of benevolence, one which some have argued Schweitzer
exemplified, both in the apparently paternalistic manner in which he ran his
hospital and in his attitude to the imperial system of which he was a part.24 To
others, who emphasize Schweitzer’s distance from the African culture of which
he was a part, seen, for example, in his failure to learn any of the local languages
and to train Africans as doctors, the image can most easily be read as a vision
of the African as the subject of Schweitzer’s Nietzschean desire for ethical self-
fulfilment, rather than as a profound representation of empathetic engagement
with a respected culture.25 Here the resonances of the image on the window in
the mid-twenties of the 2000s, over a century after Schweitzer’s departure for the
Gabon in 1913, can appear very different from the message, which was intended
at the time of its construction, more than sixty years ago. In such divergent inter-
pretations, indelibly influenced by their respective contexts,26 one gains a sense
of the ambivalent icon that Schweitzer has become as the ‘postcolonial’ era has
witnessed changing attitudes and sensitivities to European involvement in Africa
and elsewhere. The intended message of the window, the sense of Schweitzer as

22 For an early expression of this, see a sermon dated 15.xii.1907 in Schweitzer, Predigten,
870: “Der Begriff Mensch existiert in unserer Zeit nicht mehr. Die Menschen unserer Zeit sind
füreinander Deutsche, Franzosen, Engländer, Russen oder Polen, aber nicht mehr Menschen.
Die Scheidung zwischen den Völkern ist eine so tiefe wie noch nie. So sicher es ist, dass ein
Mensch sich zu einem Volke natürlich zugehörend empfinden muss, so gewiss ist, dass unsere
Zeit sich auf einer bösen Bahn befindet mit dem aufgeblasenen Nationalitätsstolz und dem
falschen Patriotismus …” See also Schweitzer,Wir Epigonen, 82 f.

23 See Ohls, Improvisationen, 218–22 and passim. See chapter 7 in this volume.
24 Criticism of the extent to which Schweitzer embodied imperialist assumptions began in

his own lifetime. For a strikingly revisionist view (striking because it is in a commemorative
volume dedicated to Schweitzer), see Du Bois, ‘Blackman’. For more recent accounts of the
controverted nature of Schweitzer’s African activity see Oermann, Albert Schweitzer; Harris,
‘Allure’; eadem, ‘Schweitzer and Africa’; and Thate, ‘Anachronism.’ The shifting views on this
matter are helpfully delineated by Mbondobari, Archäologie. An important contribution has
also beenmade to the subject by Ohls, Improvisationen and eadem, Albert Schweitzer Arzt. Ohls
presents Schweitzer both as a “convinced paternalist” (Ohls, Improvistationen, 288) imposing
his own views upon a culture of which he was deeply critical, and someone who took seriously
its particularities. See chapter 7 in this volume.

25 See Harris, ‘Allure’.
26 “Alle Formen der Schweitzerrezeption (Verehrung und Verurteilung; Mythisierung,

Demythisierung und Entmythisierung) lassen einen strukturell-ontologischen Zusammenhang
erkennen zwischen der Reaktion auf Schweitzers Person und Lebenswerk und der jeweiligen
sozial-geistigen Situation in den einzelnen Ländern.” (Ohls, Improvisationen, 303, n. 1361).
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a selfless healer, emerged out of a particular post-war context but now seems
to contain more ambiguous and complex resonances.27 The symbol, which
Schweitzer embodied at the time in which the stained glass window was con-
structed, can seem strangely distant, even jarring, raising questions about the
endurance of his legacy and the uses to which he can continue to be put both
generally and specifically in the twenty-first century.28

The rest of this chapter will develop some of the observations, which are
suggested by consideration of the stained glass window at Deerfield’s First Pres-
byterian Church. After some opening remarks which set Schweitzer broadly
within his cultural, political and intellectual setting, I shall go on to consider
Schweitzer’s different identities, whether in ways suggested by the different
physical locations of his life (Alsace and the Gabon) or by his different intellec-
tual and aesthetic activities (theologian, philosopher andmusician). Throughout
the discussion the sense of Schweitzer as a complex mixture of characteristics,
what one distinguished commentator on Schweitzer has dubbed a ‘complexio
oppositorum’,29 will be emphasized. I shall conclude with remarks which will
seek to draw out some unifying threads from what has preceded.

2. Schweitzer’s Cultural Identities

2.1 Schweitzer: Maverick Rebel and/or Cultural Traditionalist

Just as Schweitzer’s Jesus was the product of his own environment, so was
Schweitzer himself. And yet there is a tendency in writing about Schweitzer to
lose sight of the particular settings of his complex life and write about him as if
he somehow transcended them. This, to some extent, is encouraged by the way
Schweitzer wrote about himself. His tendency is often to a form of self-presen-
tation, which concentrates upon broadly spiritual and intellectual developments
without highlighting the role of the wider environment upon his character and
beliefs, through the pinpointing of specific influences upon his development.30

27 “In many respects, Schweitzer became a symbol in a war of representations as the many
sides of the colonial debate were pointed against each other as opposed to Schweitzer him-
self. Schweitzer reflecting on his many representations and symbolic functions – both positive
and negative, suggested that they all tended to be more ‘imagined than correct.’” (Thate, ‘Ana-
chronism’, 297). See chapter 9 in this volume.

28 A sense of the difficulties of the ‘African’ Schweitzer emerges in the work of Ohls where
a complicated balance is drawn between what can and cannot be retained in the Schweitzer
legacy. See esp. Ohls, Albert Schweitzer Arzt, 395–8. See also chapter 7 in this volume.

29 See Groos, Albert Schweitzer, 17–77.
30 For the complex nature of Schweitzer’s self-presentation, see Oermann, Albert Schweit-

zer; and especially Moll, Albert Schweitzer, 34–36. As well as emphasizing both the educative
nature of Schweitzer’s autobiographical works (they belong, as Groos pointed out, to ‘Erbau-
ungsliteratur’; see Moll’s view that Schweitzer appears in them as a “pädagogische Vorbildfunk-
tion” [ibid., 36]), and the way in which they exemplify well-known autobiographical tropes,
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Indeed a striking element of these works is the way in which Schweitzer presents
his own significant intellectual discoveries as moments of quasi-revelation, en-
couraging, albeit indirectly, this sense of the genius who rises above his own
setting.31

2.2 Schweitzer’s Context and Influences

At the very beginning of the German edition of his work on Bach, Schweitzer
distinguishes between two types of genius. One which he dubbed the objective
genius is the perfect embodiment of all that has preceded (Bach himself falls
into this category, but so also, according to Schweitzer, does Kant). He is not
a conscious rebel against his times but brings unique perfection to the period
of artistic creation of which he is a part. “It is,” as Schweitzer writes, “not he
who lives, – but the spirit of the times that lives within him.”32 The other, who
Schweitzer names the subjective genius, breaks away fromwhat has preceded and
makes his mark by being consciously different – his work is almost independent
of the epoch in which he lives. “A law unto themselves, they place themselves in
opposition to their epoch and originate new forms for the expression of their
ideas.”33 Schweitzer thinks Wagner to be a genius of this kind. The categories
are problematic and reflect Schweitzer’s love of binaries. But precisely because
they are categories given to us by Schweitzer, it is a useful exercise to see how he
would have seen himself in relation to these crudely drawn typologies.

At one level Schweitzer presented himself as a man fighting against the pre-
vailing tendencies of the culture of which he was a part and which he saw as
showing clear signs of decline. He portrayed the new industrialised age, with its
expanding cities, mass culture and controlling governments, as a direct threat to

Moll also questions at many points their historical reliability (here in part, though to a much
greater degree, following Oermann, Schweitzer). Moll also makes the important point that at
the beginning of the twentieth century Germany experienced a renaissance in autobiographical
literature and he shows how this was reflected in the series published by Felix Meiner called
“Wissenschaft der Gegenwart in Selbstdarstellungen.” Moll notes how the preface to the sev-
enth volume of the philosophical series, written by the editor, Raymund Schmidt, highlighted
the need to seek out new intellectual leaders, not in the past but the present. Schweitzer was to
contribute to the volume edited by Schmidt.

31 Note Harris, ‘Allure’, 805, n. 2, commenting here on the way people write about Schweit-
zer’s involvement in Africa: “Above all, work on Schweitzer often remains unconsidered and de-
contextualised, strangely detached from emerging histories of tropical medicine and even from
fashionable trends in imperial history, transnational history and humanitarianism.” This to
some extent is encouraged by Schweitzer’s own telling of his biography. As Steffahn, Schweitzer,
25, notes, here commenting on Schweitzer’s autobiographical account of his childhood and
youth (Schweitzer, Jugenderinnerungen), Schweitzer is more interested in telling the tale of how
a person has developed rather than taking account of the historical context in which this devel-
opment occurred.

32 Schweitzer, Bach, 1.
33 Ibid., 1.
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the integrity of the individual, to his or her capacity to act as independent agents
capable of independent thought and moral action. Everywhere, according to
Schweitzer, society threatened to crush the aspirations of the individual and it
was precisely Schweitzer’s aim to seek to reverse that process, or at least to show
the way out of the collectivist malaise.34 The intellectual culture of the time did
little to ameliorate the situation – philosophy had abrogated its responsibility
to think about what Schweitzer took to be the central questions of how we can
progress (progression understood ethically) and had become little more than a
‘Luxusbeschäftigung’, concerned simply with itself and its history and not with
wider questions of existence and its role as a guide in these areas.35 Consistent
with this, intellectual culture had become ‘epigonic’, inclined to regurgitate what
had gone before and showing itself no longer capable of generating new, and
enlivening thought. ‘Epigonenschaft’, which is difficult to translate into English,
haunted Schweitzer from an early age, as he himself relates,36 and appears to
some extent to lie in the background, in complex ways, of much of what he
writes.

Consistent with these tendencies, Schweitzer is keen to present himself as a
person set against the world, or wanting at least to break away from its values –
indeed central to his own philosophical position, sometimes understood as a
kind of secularised eschatology, is the idea of being different from the world,
precisely so one can act upon it, the key feature, as he sees it of the outworkings
of Jesus’ will.37 Indeed many of Schweitzer’s heroes are rebellious types – Her-

34 In the work which Schweitzer never published, but which preceded Decay and upon
which Decay was partly based, Schweitzer draws out the tension between the individual, who
acts upon the impulses of ‘reverence for life’, and society. “Nur wenn wir in der Hingebung an
die Gesellschaft zugleich in geistiger Spannung mit ihr verharren, ist unser Verhältnis zu ihr ein
sittliches; nur so können wir in ihr sittliche Persönlichkeiten bleiben und sie selber in der Ent-
wicklung zur Sittlichkeit erhalten.” (Wir Epigonen, 214 f.). For further comment on this tension
see, Schweitzer’s 6th Gifford Lecture, in Schweitzer, Vorträge, 158; and Schweitzer, Life, 220–22
(AW 1, 229–31). For discussion of Schweitzer’s view of society see Thate, ‘Third Moralist’,
196–97, showing how there are parallels between Schweitzer’s depiction of the routinized and
overorganized life of the city dweller (Schweitzer, Decay, 15–34; AW 2, 32–44) and material in
Marx and Engels’ Manifesto of the Communist Party, though Thate does not propose a direct
influence of the latter on Schweitzer. See further discussion in this chapter.

35 See below.
36 See Schweitzer, Wir Epigonen, 19–20, for the earliest evidence of the epigonic nature of

society (the text was written in September of 1915). See also Schweitzer, Life, 146 (AW 1, 158),
for his assertion that such a view of society first struck him at a social event with the Curtius
family in Berlin in 1899, where an unnamed guest uttered the words, “Why, are all of us just
nothing but ‘Epigoni?’” This differs from the passage in Wir Epigonen, which claims that such
thoughts afflicted Schweitzer when he was at school. In a letter dated October/November 1904,
Schweitzer expresses his desire to write a book with the title, Wir Epigonen. See Sorg, Cor-
respondance 1, 151; Schweitzer/Bresslau, Jahre, 75.

37 In this view eschatology becomes a way of looking to an idealized future, which is at once
in tension with a present. See also his words in a lecture of 1906, entitled ‘Jesus und wir’: “Wir
suchen einen, der aus Wassertropfen ein Feuer und Kraft machen kann. Von der Welt innerlich



Index of Authors

Allen, J. S. 2
Allison, D. 483
Applegate, C. 137, 138, 142
Arendt, H. 498
Arnaut, R. 409, 429, 430, 454
Arnold, M. vii, 32, 35, 72, 153, 251, 267,

270, 273–75, 277, 278, 279, 280, 288,
371

Aschheim, S. 20
Ashton, J. 239–40, 244
Audoynaud, André 4, 494
Aujoulat, L.-P. 435

Bähr, H. 31, 100
Balsiger, U. 84, 85
Bambach, C. 21, 328, 329, 339
Bammel, E. 315
Baranzke, H. 118, 492
Barnett, M. 419, 441
Barrett, C. K. 161
Barsam, A. vii, 51, 79, 80, 87, 93–94, 114,

116, 117, 118, 119, 122, 192, 193, 250,
256, 257, 258, 259, 262, 263, 295, 303,
343, 388, 490, 492

Barthel, E. 27, 33, 35, 38, 43, 261
Basch, S. 34
Bauer, W. 17
Bavink, B. 38
Beiser, F. 21. 328
Bentley, E. 391
Bernault, F. 402, 424
Bethune-Baker, J. 458, 474
Boswell, L. 38–39, 41, 43
Boundzanga, N. 404, 441
Bowden, J. 159, 162
Bowman 202
Brabazon, J. vii, 53, 162, 204, 305, 436
Bret, G. 135

Brown, C. 71, 357, 486, 487
Bümlein, K. 394–96

Carleton Paget, J. vii, x, 57, 153, 250, 411,
467, 481

Caron, V. 374–75
Carrol, A. 42
Chalamet, C. 56, 76–77, 105, 269, 270,

303, 339, 488
Chapman, M. 15, 18, 20, 57, 159, 160,

161, 196, 211, 330, 458, 459, 464,
473

Cicovacki, P. vii, 82, 89, 91, 94, 104, 105,
109, 115, 116, 117, 119, 124, 256, 432,
478, 489, 490, 498

Cinnamon, J. 414, 428, 429
Clark, H. 51, 250, 258, 259, 262, 269,

295–96, 303
Clarke, J. 80, 81, 88, 96, 97, 98
Comaroff , Jean 444
Comaroff, John 444
Cooper, D. 80, 82, 90
Cousins, Norman 5
Craig, J. 30, 84
Cupitt, S. 159

Davenport, M. 433, 436
D’Costa, G. 97
Dillistone, F. 465, 467
Dougall, L. 461
Dubuisson, D. 92, 98
Dungan, D. 444
Dunn, J. D. G. 467

Emane, A. 439–40, 493–94
Emmet, C. 461
Etherington, N. 415
Evans, C. 71, 357, 486, 487



536 Index of Authors

Fernandez, J. 425, 428, 441, 446, 450, 452,
455, 497

Fetscher, C. vii, viii, 2, 3, 5, 26, 42, 45, 48,
156, 351, 380, 384, 386, 387, 388, 389,
390, 393, 394, 396, 402, 403, 405, 408,
410, 413, 414, 426, 428, 429, 430, 432,
433, 436, 438, 439, 440, 441, 442, 448,
451, 454, 455, 474, 478, 481, 494

Fischer, C. 29, 38, 41, 42, 43
Fredriksen, P. 247
Frey, C. 14, 48, 194, 195, 258, 259, 263,

272, 390, 391, 412, 443, 444
Fuhrmann, H. 379

Gathercole, S. 70, 172, 173, 484
Gerdmar, A. 352, 355, 362, 365, 366, 372,

396, 400
Gerrish, B. 177, 186
Giambrone, A. 70–71, 172, 173, 357,

484–85
Gilman, S. 454
Glasson, T. Francis 63, 359, 459, 483
Goodin, D. 250, 269
Gordon, P. 23, 339
Gräb, W. 279
Graf, F.W. 307, 342
Grässer, E. vii, x, 6, 20, 51, 55, 61–65, 76,

151, 162, 186, 202, 211, 212, 216, 219,
229, 231, 236, 238, 239, 242, 243–245,
250, 254, 255, 265, 269, 271, 275, 279,
281, 343, 369, 389, 482, 483, 498

Gray, C. 414
Groos, H. 8, 72, 77, 162, 173, 174, 198,

214, 225, 230, 239, 250, 268–69, 270,
271, 279, 299, 304, 439, 456, 483, 488

Grundmann, C. 415, 416
Gunther, J. 425, 450
Günzler, C. vii, 21, 24, 27, 38, 45, 48, 65,

79, 80, 82, 84, 94, 95, 98, 103, 104, 112,
116, 117, 118, 119, 120–133, 250, 256,
265, 294, 329, 384, 442, 443–4, 445, 446

Halbfass, W. 96
Hanheide, S. 33, 132, 133, 134, 137, 138,

139, 140, 141, 143, 145, 146-, 147
Hardiman, D. 415, 416
Harries, P. 403, 419, 424, 426, 428, 429,

432, 455

Harris, Ruth vii-viii, 2, 7, 9, 14, 33, 34,
44 f., 46, 48–49, 80, 85, 87, 88, 90, 93,
155, 351, 373, 374, 375, 377, 378, 402,
409, 412, 414, 420, 429, 430, 434, 439,
441, 443, 445, 446, 448, 450, 455, 479,
480, 493, 495, 497

Hastings, A. 435
Hatcher, B. 92
Headrick, R. 40, 415, 423, 425, 447, 448,

449, 455, 494
Hege, B. 186, 314
Heschel, S. 352, 354, 355, 356, 361
Hiers, R. 305, 311, 327
Hinrichsen, H.-J. 33, 131, 132, 135, 136,

137, 141, 147, 148, 482
Holladay, C. 160, 162, 163, 166, 174,

175 f., 190, 192, 198, 317, 354, 464, 488
Holtmann, S. 344
Horbury, W. 223, 243
Horrell, D. 447
Hutchison, W. 87

Ice, J. 79, 81, 250
Igbokwe, A. 15, 51, 197, 200, 202, 238,

250, 259–64, 269, 292, 294, 295, 299,
303

Iliffe, J. 425
Isichei, F. 403

Jacobi, Claus 3, 495
Jacobs, M. 253, 303
Joy, C. 33, 132, 134

Kaempf, B. 79, 88–89
Kalusa, W. 419, 426
Kantzenbach, F. 3, 4, 30
Kennedy, H. A. A. 244
Kiesel, H. 29
Kinzig, W. 321–23
Kleffmann, T. 122, 130, 262
Koch, W. 162, 194
Kóhak, E. 119
Kopf, D. 93
Körtner, U. 20, 105, 114, 116, 118, 119,

154, 257, 258, 259, 295, 490, 492
Koshar, R. 339, 345
Kraftchik, S. 122, 190–91, 196, 258
Kraus, O. 14, 25



Index of Authors 537

Krempper, M. 375, 376, 382
Krieger, K. 380
Krois, J. 21
Krüger, H. 392
Kümmel, W.G. 160, 163, 168, 205, 211,

214, 217, 218, 223, 232, 236, 241

Lagrange, M. J. 485
Lange, D. 324
Lannert, B. 160, 178, 185
Lassus, P. 6, 31, 34, 41, 390, 402
Lauster, J. 303
Lawrence, A. 136
Lipner, J. J. 93

Mähl, H.-J. 57
Mandani, M. 432
Manen, H. 409
Marchand, S. 211, 334, 366
Markschies, C. 313, 317, 320, 331
Marshall, G. 477
Martin, M. 114, 116, 117, 438
Matlock, B. 72, 210, 214, 216, 218, 226,

236, 242, 243–5, 486, 488
Maxwell, D. 403, 429, 435
Mbondobari, S. viii, 2, 3, 7, 40, 41, 105,

402, 403, 421, 422, 427, 441, 443, 452,
481

Mbuvi, A. 447
McCormick, J. 23, 339
McGillicuddy, Á. 43
McKnight, G. 452
Meurer, G. 113, 122, 125
Minder, R. 30, 31
Moeller, B. 305
Moll, S. 8–9, 16, 18, 20, 21, 49, 59–60, 65,

162, 176, 177, 187, 193, 196, 204, 235,
279, 282, 401, 404, 405, 442, 445

Morgan, R. 51, 75 f., 186, 193, 202, 238,
265, 287, 294, 295, 299, 302, 352

Moule, C. F. D. 243
Mühlstein, V. vii, 3, 27, 35, 37, 38, 39, 323,

351, 378, 379, 380, 381, 382, 383, 384,
385, 386, 387, 428, 442, 457

Murray, M. 131, 134, 135, 139, 141

Ndombet, W.-A. 404, 441
Near, J. 136

Neill, S. 245
Nelson, E. 88
Neunschwander, U. 23, 55, 122, 125
Ngolet, F. 414
Nineham, D. 159, 163, 467
Nottmeier, C. 321–22
Novenson, M. 244, 245, 246–47, 368
Nowak, K. 324, 327, 329, 339

Oermann, Nils Ole vii-viii, 2, 7, 8, 9, 27,
37, 71, 122, 131, 133, 135, 153, 204, 249,
268, 279, 305, 324, 351, 378, 383, 385,
389, 404, 405, 406, 417, 424, 432, 436,
447, 450, 451, 452, 453, 454, 455, 477,
479, 480, 481, 482, 493, 495, 497, 498

Ohls, Isgard vii, x, 2, 4, 7, 8, 25, 37, 40, 41,
44, 45, 46, 47, 49, 52, 167, 392, 403, 408,
409, 410, 412, 415, 419, 420, 421, 423,
424, 426, 428, 429, 430, 431, 433, 434,
435, 440, 444, 445, 446, 449, 450, 453,
494, 498

O’Neill, J. C. 195
Osterhammel, J. 43
Oswald, S. 433–34

Pelikan, J. 225, 345
Pels, P. 413
Peterson, P. S. 344, 346
Peterson, W. J. 135–36
Picht, Werner 53, 171, 203, 241, 294, 295,

296, 450, 479, 482, 493
Pimlott, B. viii, 479–80
Pleitner, H. 15, 18, 58, 59, 60, 61, 162, 168,

176, 177, 180, 183, 185, 190, 191, 194,
196, 197, 200, 201, 258, 303, 318

Pohling, D. 477

Raphaël, F. 374
Ratschow, C.H. 163
Rebenich, S. 321, 329
Reumann, J. 63 f., 70
Robertson, E. 43
Robinson, J.M. 162, 163, 170, 186, 190
Roetz 88, 91
Rohls, J. 15
Roscher, S. 376
Rössler, A. 55, 268, 269, 270, 282, 284,

285, 288, 292, 293, 296



538 Index of Authors

Rowland, C. 483
Rumscheidt, H.M. 339

Schäffer, C. 394–95
Schechter, A. 394
Schneider, J. 21, 22
Schoeps, H. J. 243
Scholl, J. 4
Schorlemmer, F. 498
Schrade, L. 131, 140, 144
Schützeichel, H. 131, 133, 144–46, 148,

157
Schüz, M. 117
Schweitzer, Friedrich 2, 478
Scott, C. 233, 243
Seager, R. 80
Seaver, G. 131, 162, 457
Silverman, D. 30
Simpson, M. 472
Sommer, A. 6, 20, 22, 105, 196, 492
Sorg, J.-P. 35
Souter, A. 458
Sparks, H. F. D. 162
Spear, O. 48
Spitta, P. 138, 142
Stanley, B. 83, 87
Steffahn, H. 9, 43, 53, 259, 266, 405
Stegemann, E. 366, 369
Steinberg, S. 379–80
Steinhoff, A. 6, 17, 29 f., 36, 41, 374, 375,

376, 490
Stendahl, K. 368
Stiehm, L. 373
Strohl, H. 17
Suermann, T. vii-viii, 2, 3, 4, 5, 11, 12, 13,

26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31, 33, 34, 36, 37, 39,
41, 43, 45, 47, 156, 251, 325, 327, 351,
377, 382, 383, 385, 386, 387, 389, 390,
392, 399, 403, 404, 412, 434, 436, 438,
440, 450, 451, 452, 454, 477, 480, 481,
498

Thate, M. x, 7, 8, 10, 11, 12, 47, 49, 70,
106, 122–24, 150, 172, 173, 437, 480,
484, 493, 494

Thomson, A. 34
Tietz, C. 6, 298, 342
Tofighi, F. 224, 236–37, 239

Ungern-Sternberg von, J. 321
Ungern-Sternberg von, W. 321
Usarski, F. 79, 89, 90, 92, 96, 98

Vaughan, M. 415, 418, 421, 425, 445
Vermes, S. 372
Vinck, H. 429

Ward, M. 391
Watson, F. 59, 65, 71, 191, 483, 484–85
Weaver, W. P. 162, 179, 187
Wehler, H.-U. 42
Weir, T. 179
Weitz, E. 21
Wernle, Paul 16
Wiese, C. 352, 356, 357, 358, 362
Williams, C. P. 416, 417
Williamson, G. 177–78, 179, 182, 183,

186, 192, 199, 200, 201, 202, 314, 315,
358–60, 361

Windisch, H. 162, 168
Winkler, R. 239
Winnebeck, J. 306
Wolf, J-C. 119
Wolfes, M. 253, 303
Woytt, G. 4, 37, 167, 404, 407, 412, 430
Wright, N. T. 245, 247, 484

Zager, D. 267, 283
Zager, W. vii, 64, 71, 132, 139, 141, 145,

146, 240, 270, 283, 284, 395
Zahn-Harnack von, A. 305, 306, 320
Zimmerman, E. 136
Zorn, J.-F. 409, 414, 417



Index relating specifically to Albert Schweitzer1

1 This index highlights subjects as they relate specifically to Albert Schweitzer. Inevitably,
there are convergences with the main index of subjects. On occasion I simply refer readers to
the latter as it would have been superfluous to create another index entry.

Academic career and attitude towards
academy 6, 11, 18, 55, 71–72, 103 f.,
150–52, 234–35, 250–52, 406, 479

Africa 6, 7–8, 44–48, 401–56
– criticism of colonial powers in 422 f.
– decision to go to 404–13
– distance from culture 44 f., 428 f.
– the exotic 421–22
– importance for thought 47–49, 442–47
– languages of (Pahouin and Fang) 428
– legacy of work there 435–41, 450–56
– music of 428
– names given to inhabitants 432
– place in his thinking 44 f., 402, 441–47
– polygamy 431
– religions of 428
– social observations about 422–23
– subject of writing 421 f.
– see also Racism
Alsatian identity, understanding of 29–44
Ascension, understanding of 287
Atonement, understanding of 286,

295–96, 418–21

Bach, Johannes 132–49
– chorales 136
– ethics of 144–46
– French lack of familiarity with 136
– interpretation of 153–42
– and Jesus 142–46
– as mystic 142–46
Barth, Karl 339–47
– relationship to 5–6, 25, 76, 78, 241–2,

249, 341–47, 487, 497
– view of his Römerbrief 221, 223, 224
– see Barth, Karl, below

Biblical critic, 55–72 (see also Jesus; New
Testament; Paul)

Bresslau, Helene 15, 29, 31, 35, 36, 50,
72, 99, 100, 125, 132, 144, 147, 148,
149, 150, 155, 160, 161, 166, 209, 218,
277–78, 283, 379–83, 398, 405, 415,
447, 457, 463

Bridge between German and French
culture 32–34, 37–38, 41

Buber, Martin 372–74

Christian identity, 267–304
– contested issue, 268–70
– see also Doctrine, Christian
Christology 202, 236, 238–39, 259, 263,

268, 295 f., 309
Clergyman (Vikar) 51, 267 f., 271 f., 274 f.
– attitude to divine service and its role

276–77
– see also Preaching
Colonialism 44–48, 157, 422 f.
Correspondence of 25, 27

Decolonization, attitude towards 432–33
Democracy 22, 27–28, 327, 489
Dialectical Theology (see below)
Development and decline of image 2–4,

347
Doctrine, Christian 57, 76, 264–65,

268–69, 282 f., 285–87, 300, 309–10
Dreyfus/Dreyfusards (see below)

Early life 270–74
Enlightenment, importance of 28–29
– place in his thought, 101 f.
– see Enlightenment below
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Eschatology (see below)
Expulsions, of Germans after Second

World War, attitude towards 393–94

Family background 30–31
Father’s influence 273–74
First World War (see below)
France
– awards from 40
– criticisms of 33
– increasing discontent with 38–41
– relationship with in aftermath of First

World War 38–40
– see also de Gaulle, Charles below
Francophile sentiments of family 30–31, 37

Gabonese
– attitude towards 424–26
– response to him 439 f.
Germany
– nationalism of 36–37
– Nazis, 383 f. (seeNazis and Nazism

below)
– opposition to 31–32, 37
– philosophical tradition of 104 f.
– positive attitude towards culture 32–33
– reception in 2 f., 160–61, 168, 394, 399,

450
God 77, 272, 292 (see God below)
Goethe
– influence upon 127–31
– place of and comparison with 2
Guilt, European, of Schweitzer 114, 116.

117, 390–96

Harnack von, Adolf
– relationship with 305–49
– seeHarnack, Adolf von, below
Hermeneutics 58, 185 f., 190 f. (seeHer-

meneutics below)
Hellenization (see alsoHellenization

below)
Historicism, critical attitude towards

58–63, 184 f., 195, 342–43
Historiography, Schweitzer’s use of 13,

65 f. 68–72, 168

History
– belief in 58–63 (see alsoWahrhaftig-

keit)
– difficulties emerging from 59 f.
– modern theology’s fixation with

184–85
History of religions 215, 217, 244–45
Hospital at Lambarene 447–50

Image
– curation of 26, 155–56, 443, 481
– development and decline of 2–4, 347
Internment in World War 1 38–39, 321,

389–90, 412, 453

Jesus, account of life 352–53
– appropriation of (see hermeneutics)
– Christology (see below)
– commitment to 59, 273–74, 288 f.,

402 f., 411–12
– comparison with Bach 142–46
– development of thoughts about 163
– anti-dogmatic stance towards 285–86
– eschatology of 62–63, 72, 73–74, 83,

226, 281, 290, 312–14
– existence of 69–70, 177–79, 199,

313–16, 357–58
– heroic vision of 193
– as historically reconstructible figure

61 f. (see alsoMark and Matthew below)
– Jewish character of 352–62
– as Messiah 75, 226, 295–96, 352–53,

363, 402
– particularity of 318 f.
– personality of 60, 192 f., 318–319
– in philosophy 115, 193 f., 295, 326
– redemption 297 f.
– in relation to revelation 293
– and Paul 228 f.
– strangeness of 58–59, 158, 187–88, 198,

253, 341
– superior to other religious figures

91–92
– symbol 185–87
– titles of 59, 295
– will of 11, 59, 148, 176–77, 188–95,

265, 289, 295
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– exemplar of will-to-love 115, 193 f.,
258, 262–63, 295, 326

Jews/Judaism, 353–99 (see also Anti-
Judaism; Anti-semitism; Dreyfus/
Dreyfusards; Jews/Judaism below)

Kant, 20–21, 101–2, 107, 119–21, 127, 130,
155, 307, 490

Kultur, attitude towards and understand-
ing of (see Civilization below)

Lambarene 401–49
– co-workers at 387
– as escape for Schweitzer 14, 155–56
– history of 414
– hospital 447–50
– research at 25, 445, 449
– place in Schweitzer’s life and thought

5, 14, 44 f., 445–56
– symbolic understanding 2–3, 47, 155,

452, 481
Liberal theology (see Liberal theology

below)
– in Alsace 17–18, 278
– criticism of 5, 14, 18, 73 f., 171,179,

184 f., 318 f.
– essential identification with 6,17,

19–20, 57, 59–61, 74–78, 194 f., 270,
347–49

– piety of 299–304
– problem of modernization (see also

Modernization)

Medical studies, decision to become
doctor 407 f.

Medical missionary, understanding of 4,
13, 44, 157, 268, 413–19 (seeMedical
Missionary below)

Missions
– attitude towards 418 f.
– interest in 408
– subject of sermons 408
Modernization, problem of in biblical

study, 14, 18, 19, 58, 73, 76, 144, 459–60
Music 132–49
– organs, interest in construction of

134–35
– place in his life 132–33

– relationship with Widor 32–34, 135–37
– sunaesthetic approach to 32–34, 52,

132–149, 482
– Wagner, influence of 140–41
Mysticism (Mystik)
– as Christ mysticism 62, 66, 73–74, 148,

189, 289–90, 335–38
– as eschatological mysticism 228–32,

237–39
– as ethical mysticism 95, 110–115,

151–152, 257–63, 366–667, 488–89 (see
also Reverence for life).

Nationalism, opposition to 37–38, 321–22
(seeNationalism below)

New Testament
– exegesis of 63–64
– features of scholarship concerning

61–72
– hermeneutical issues raised by 72–75,

187–95
– Jewish character of 352–69
– subject of sermons 280 f.
– theology of 75 f.
– importance of work on 483–88
– see alsoHermeneutics; Jesus; Paul
Nietzsche
– changing views concerning, 383 f.
– importance of 11, 12, 122–27
– see alsoNietzsche below
Nobel Peace Prize (seeNobel Peace Prize

below)
Non-Christian religions 78 f.
– attitude toward non-Christian religions

78–98 (see alsoNon-Christian
religions; Buddhism; Hinduism; Islam
below)

– Christianity’s superiority over 84
– importance for thought 94 f.
– origins of interest in 80 f.
– relationship to philosophy 81 f.
Nuclear Testing, opposition to 26, 46

Old Testament, lack of concern with 280.
Organ, player of and builder of 134–35
Overbeck, Franz 19–20, 169, 196, 206,

262, 315, 327, 349
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Paternalism 46
Paris Evangelical Missionary Society,

Relationship with 37–40, 167, 408 f.
Paul 203–47, 332–38, 363–69
– absence of Christological concern 238
– central questions in study of 209–10
– de-judaization of 210
– eschatology of 212 f.
– Hellenized Paul, criticism of 210 f.
– importance for 54
– Jewish identity of 212, 363–69
– legacy of work on, 243–47
– mysticism of 236, 239
– parallels with study of Jesus 240
– place within Christian origins 66,

209–10, 211
– psychologizing interpretations of 212
– reception of Schweitzer’s work on

214–18, 232 f.
– relationship to Bach 147
– relationship to earliest Christianity 206
– relationship to later Christianity

229–30
– relationship to Jesus 207, 228–29
– relationship to philosophical ideas

242–43
– unified nature of thought of 63, 211–13
Philosophy 107–119, 488–92
– assumptions of 111 f.
– early work on 100
– engagement with post-war 23–24
– evolving ideas about project 100
– failures of 101–103
– influences of 119–30
– lack of interest in among professional

philosophers 105
– lasting achievements of 490–92
– main tenets of 107–116
– modern philosophy, criticisms of 22,

24, 99 f., 101–2
– as public undertaking 103
– purpose of 10, 22, 53, 99 f., 102–5
– self-understandingasphilosopher 103–7
– theology, relationship to 51–52, 151,

204, 249–66, 311
– vision of 103
– as watchman 101
– weaknesses of 116–119

Piety of 267–304 (see also Liberal
Theology)

Politics 26 f., 438
Post-modernity, relationship to 490
Prayer, understanding of role in Christian

life 276–77
Preaching of 55, 277 f.
– contents of 280 f.
Principal of Lutheran Stift in Strasbourg

251, 267, 275–76
Progress, understood in moral terms 103,

106, 328–29, 439, 491
Protestantism 77, 280, 284, 287
Public theology, Schweitzer as exemplar

of 17–18

Rabbinic Judaism 359–60, 365, 398 (see
also Late Judaism)

Racism, signs of 434–41
Reception of scholarly work, in Britain

and Germany 160 f., 168, 316–17,
457–75

Redemption, idea of 214, 228–32, 238,
262–63, 297–300, 333 f.

Religion 13
– importance of 300
– understanding of 81–83
Religiosity 267–304
– reluctance to discuss 273
Resurrection, understanding of 176–77,

205, 206–8, 226–29, 268, 282, 286–87,
363, 486

Revelation, trope in self-presentation 9,
442

– scepticism concerning 78, 189, 200,
293

Reverence for life, logic of 116–19, 254 f.,
294–95

– origin of 442–43
– philosophical coherence of 116–19
– in sermons 302
– relationship to Christian ideas 257–58
– see Reverence for life below
Revolution, attitude to 12

Schopenhauer (see Schopenhauer below)
Society, view of and relationship to, 10 f.,

28–29 (see Society below)
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Spengler, Oswald, 19–22, 106, 328, 339,
342

Strasbourg (see Strasbourg below)

Theologian, identity as 50–78, 249–76
– ongoing importance of 53, 250–52
– reasons for study 55
– relationship to philosophy 249–66
– reluctance to call himself 50 f., 488

Wahrhaftigkeit, importance of concept for
57–58, 282

Weimar Republic, attitude to 21, 323,
382–83

Wrede, Willliam, influence of 65, 235–36
– interaction with scholarly work

169–72, 213–14
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Achebe, Chinua 435, 494
Adenauer, Konrad 439, 478
Advaita Vedanta 92
Africa 44–49, 401–56
– distance from culture 44
– importance for Schweitzer’s legacy

7–8, 493–96
– place in Schweitzer’s thought 44–49,

441–47
– religions of 83
– see also Gabon; Schweitzer, Albert,

Africa; Gabonese; Racism).
Ahimsa 92, 93–94, 95, 98
Alsace-Lorraine 6, 17, 29–44 (see also
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