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Preface

This book began as a doctoral thesis, written at Oxford University under
the supervision of Prof. H.G.M. Williamson at the Oriental Institute. I have
subsequently completely revised my thesis and added substantial amounts
of material. Hence, the present work is in many respects a very different
work than my original thesis.

Neither a doctoral thesis nor a book is written in a vacuum. Therefore,
there are many people who have participated in the creation of this work
and whose help I have treasured.

My greatest thanks go to my former doctoral supervisor Prof. H.G.M.
Williamson who guided the thesis from which this book has sprung, from
its very small beginning to its complete form. His comments and help, both
with the research and with the writing of the final form of the thesis, have
been an invaluable source of support and knowledge. I am also indebted to
my present colleague Dr Joachim Schaper who read through the final draft
of the book and who drew my attention to several articles related to my
research.

In order to write a doctoral thesis, economic support is very important. I
wish to thank the Theology Faculty at Oxford University and St Hugh’s
College that together gave me a complete scholarship during my years in
Oxford. Money, however, is not everything in life. It is also significant to
be able to study in a friendly and comfortable environment. For that, the
librarians in the Theology Faculty library, in the Oriental Institute and in
the Lower Camera provided much help and, especially in the first case,
also laughter. Thanks also go to the librarians at George Fox Evangelical
Seminary, Portland, Oregon, who, while I was transforming my thesis into
a book, never tired of ordering yet another inter-library loan.

Gratitude also goes to Dr Ina Déttinger, an invaluable friend who taught
me how to construct a convincing argument. Likewise, I wish to thank Mr
Jonathan Norgate who proof-read the final version and helped erasing as
many oddities in my treatment of the English language as he could find.

I would also like to express my gratitude to the editors of the series
Forschungen zum Alten Testament, Prof. Bernd Janowski, Prof. Mark S.
Smith and Prof. Hermann Spieckermann, for accepting this work for
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publication. Furthermore, I am indebted to Ms Tanja Mix at Mohr Siebeck
for quickly and patiently answering all my questions concering issues of
text formatting.

Finally, a congenial home environment is priceless. My husband
Andreas, who by now knows much more about post-exilic prophecy than
he previously thought was necessary for a fulfilling life, both encouraged
me in my work and cooked wonderful meals to sustain me. This book is
dedicated to him.

Aberdeen, Scotland, July 2006

Lena-Sofia Tiemeyer
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Introduction

Priestly Rites and Prophetic Rage

At some stage in the late sixth or early fifth century BC, a prophet named
Malachi criticized the Jerusalem priesthood. He proclaimed that the
priests, rather than giving God the respect He deserved, were deriding Him
by their unworthy sacrifices (1:6ff.). Besides this, their teaching was not
guiding the people to worship God but instead was causing them to
stumble (2:5-8). As a result of this, God promised to come to His temple
and purify the priests (called “the sons of Levi”) in order to enable them
once again to bring sacrifices to Him (3:1ff.). He would testify in court
against the sorcerers, the adulterers and the perjurers who did not fear Him
and against those who cheated their workers and who mistreated those
least protected in society.

Malachi’s severe accusations against the priesthood in Jerusalem might
appear to lack background, yet during the period described in the book of
Malach it is obvious that the priests were already well versed in their
disregard for God. This situation thus prompts the question, when did it all
start? When did the priests begin to show God disrespect? When did their
teaching begin to cause the people to stumble? Moreover, is there a
precedent to their purification which in the past enabled them to renew
their sacrificial service to God? As this study will show, the sentiments
expressed by Malachi were not novel: they had been voiced before by the
authors of Haggai, Zechariah 1-8 and Isaiah 56—66. In fact, as shall
become apparent throughout this study, a position critical of the priesthood
is a characteristic shared by all post-exilic prophecy. Thus, we should not
regard these accusations as unique to the post-exilic period but rather as an
integral part of the whole prophetic tradition. As I shall demonstrate in this
book, nearly all types of criticism may be found in the whole of the pre-
exilic prophetic material, although not to the same extent as that found in
the period of the present study.

With its origin firmly anchored in pre-exilic Israel and Judah, the
prophetic critique of the priesthood reached its peak in the post-exilic
period. The prophets and the priests together formed the religious
leadership. Sometimes, the concemns for Israel’s cult placed the priests and
the prophets side by side. In fact, there are cases recorded where the
identity of the prophet and the priest coincide: the exilic Ezekiel is the
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most well-known example of a prophet of priestly descent, but there are
strong reasons to suspect that Jeremiah, Zechariah and Malachi also belong
in this category. At other times, their different understanding of God and
His cult made them each other’s opponents. The Biblical texts tell us that,
throughout the recorded history of Israel and Judah, the prophets and the
priests sometimes disagreed about the way in which God should be
worshipped. In this dispute, the opinions of the prophets are transmitted to
us more fully: as recorded in the prophetic books and also in the
Deuteronomistic history, the prophets are reported to have cried out
against what they perceived to be the priests’ failings.

The increase in prophetic criticism of the priestly parties is likely to
have been triggered by the historical circumstances of early post-exilic
Judah, and we must therefore seek to comprehend it against this particular
background. The early post-exilic period was in many respects a time of
soul-searching for the people of Judah. The majestic promises of Isa 40-
55, of a mighty return from exile, accompanied by lavish blessings upon
Judah, were not yet fulfilled. It was a delay which caused the people of the
period to look for an explanation. The prophetic literature left to us from
this era bears witness to the various attempts to find such reasons for the
setback. Did God tarry because the people of Judah had sinned? Did the
Judahites’ attitude towards God constitute an obstacle to the execution of
God’s plans? In the present work, I will demonstrate that the shared factor
of most of the explanations posited is the idea of a culpable priesthood.
The reasons given are varied, ranging from the priests’ performance of
their ritual duties to their attitudes and personal behaviour. Among other
things, the priests are accused of failing to function well as leaders and of
having neglected their obligation to teach the people about God’s law. The
prophets deemed the priests’ performance of the sacrifice to be
unsatisfactory and they regarded the priests’ worship of God as
unorthodox. The priests are accused of being haughty, taking pride in thetr
own righteousness, and of committing acts of social injustice. Finally, their
intermarriages with the surrounding people were frowned upon.

When reading these accusations, we must bear in mind that we are
dealing with subjective views of the situation. In practical terms, this
means that while the result of our inquiry will tell us a lot about how the
priests were perceived by the prophetic writers, we shall learn significantly
less about the actual behaviour of the priests in this era. In other words,
given the polemic nature of the speeches of the authors of Isa 56-66,
Haggai, Zechariah, and Malachi, we should hesitate at drawing definite
conclusions about the historical situation in post-exilic Judah. In addition,
we have to consider the theological aspects of the situation. The Biblical
text represents almost exclusively the prophets’ attempts to explain the
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absence of God’s blessings in Judah, and remains mainly silent about the
priests’ viewpoint. In view of this unequal representation, there is a real
possibility that the priests endorsed alternative interpretations of the
situation, and advocated different solutions concerning how best to ensure
God’s blessings.

Furthermore, it would be incorrect to see the prophetic critique of the
priesthood as a sign that the priests and the prophets were incompatible
with each other, or that the prophets sought to discredit and discard the
temple cult.' Rather, what we have often are attempts at reform: the
prophets desired to bring the priesthood closer to what the prophets
perceived to be the ideal; priests that excelled in teaching, that provided
social justice, that worshipped YHWH alone and whose performance of
the cult satisfied the most rigorous cultic demands.

The explicit aim of this study is to explore the criticism of the priests
found in the post-exilic prophetic corpus, here limited to Isaiah 56-66;
Haggai, Zechariah 1-8 and Malachi.? From time to time, I shall also look
at the contemporary Ezra-Nehemiah when it has bearing on the issues
discussed. These texts attest to a comparable critical disposition towards
the priesthood and voice some of the same sentiments. As we shall see,
each prophet speaks with his own distinct voice and focuses on distinct
aspects of the priests’ manners of conduct. At the same time, some
concerns of the clergy’s behaviour were shared by them all.

The book is structured as follows. There are two main parts. In the first
part, consisting of chapters 1-3, I discuss general aspects relating to the
question at hand: the first chapter gives an overview of past research, and
the following two chapters deal with matters of literary and rhetorical
criticism. Their dual purpose is to determine the outer limits of the relevant
textual units where the priests form the main target audience and to date

' In this regard, I agree with Z. Zevit, “The Prophet versus Priest Antagonism
Hypothesis: Its History and Origin”, The Priests in the Prophets. The Portrayal of
Priests, Prophets, and Other Religious Specialists in the Latter Prophets (eds. L.L.
Grabbe and A.O. Bellis, JSOTS 408, London, New York, 2004), pp. 189-217, who
argues that the earlier viewpoint of placing the prophets and the priests in opposing
camps receives little support from the Biblical texts. At the same time, Zevit’s claim that
there is only “prophet-priest cooperation” in the post-exilic period cannot be accepted, as
it derives from too brief a reading of Hag 2:10-14; Zech 3; 6:9-15 and 7:4 (pp. 207-8),
passages that will be discussed in detail further below. Furthermore, Zevit’s investigation
suffers from the fact that he only looks at passages where the Hebrew word 175 occurs,
thus omitting the evidence from Isa 56-66.

% While it is likely that other prophetic books also come from this period, e.g. the
books of Joel and Zechariah 9-14, I have chosen not to include this material in the
present discussion due to their uncertain dating and their lack of explicit references to a
critical disposition towards the priesthood.
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these units. These two chapters serve as a reference point for the rest of the
book, and should be consulted accordingly. The second part opens with
chapter 4, which explores the priests’ point of view. The remaining
chapters (5-14) discuss the various types of prophetic critique of the
priesthood. They are structured so that the different accusations against the
priesthood appear type by type, beginning with a brief analysis of the pre-
exilic examples followed by a more detailed discussion of the post-exilic
examples. Rather than discussing each individual author and his various
critiques towards the priests separately, similar kinds of criticism will be
discussed and evaluated together. When the same type of criticism is found
in more than one place in the writings of a particular author, these
instances will be discussed together. This structure serves to show that the
sentiments expressed against the priesthood do not reflect the individual
opinion of merely one particular writer but instead mirror the shared
position held by most of the prophetic voices of that time. In addition, they
also stand firmly in the tradition of their pre-exilic predecessors. In this
way, I aim to show that a critical disposition towards the priesthood is not
a marginal phenomenon, limited to scattered remarks here and there, but
rather represents a consistent trend, attested throughout the post-exilic
prophetic corpus and with its roots in pre-exilic prophecy.



Chapter One

History of Research: A Divided Society

1. Introduction

The goal of the present study is to demonstrate how the different groups of
people castigated by the post-exilic prophetic writers can all be identified
with the priesthood. Most prophetic texts stemming from the post-exilic
period bear witness to a divided society, in which the prophets pitched
themselves against opposing groups of people. The prophets claimed that
their own way of worshipping God was the only way and they condemned
their opponents’ practices. In some of these texts, such as Haggai and
Zechariah 1-8, there are mere traces of such criticism. In others, most
notably Isaiah 56—66 and Malachi, the references to the conflict are more
blatant.

A key problem is the identification of this other group. Who were the
people that the prophets railed against and criticized so severely? In some
cases, notably in the book of Malachi, the prophets’ opponents are clearly
identified as the priesthood. In other cases, an identification of the
prophets’ opponents is less than straightforward. As a result of this
uncertainty, the quest for the identity/identities of these people has been
the topic of several studies, but while various suggestions have been
presented, a definitive interpretation has yet to be found. In this chapter, I
shall provide a brief outline of the past research of the issue and conclude
with my own proposition that, contrary to the commonly held opinion, the
authors of Isaiah 56-66, Haggai, Zechariah 1-8 and Malachi all opposed
the same group of people, i.e. the priests.

In view of the particular difficulty of identifying the opponents within
the different sections of Isaiah 5666, the larger part of this chapter will be
devoted to past interpretations of the conflict found in the Isaianic
material. Following on from this, I shall provide an overview of the ways
in which scholars have understood this material to relate to Haggai,
Zechariah 1-8 and Malachi.
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2. Isaiah 56-66

The identification of the unnamed enemy in Isa 5666 has been the focal
point of more than one study and remains a hotly debated issue. Since it is
also an important aspect of the present work, it is appropriate to begin this
overview by outlining the different theories concerning the schism in Isa
5666, and the ensuing identification of the prophet’s opponents. The
following discussion is arranged both topically and chronologically,
beginning with the earlier scholarly attempt to identify the prophets’
opponent, and proceeding to more recent proposals. As shall become
apparent, some identifications achieved popularity at different times, but
have now mostly been abandoned on the basis of advances made in the
understanding of post-exilic Judah. Others, especially those presented in
Rofé’s and Hanson’s works, while being rejected by several scholars,
deserve to be re-examined and reassessed.

2.1. A division between the returned exiles and the Samarians

Several scholars identify the prophetic protagonist with the returning exiles
and their antagonists with either the Samarians or the people who had
remained in Judah during the exile.! This view is based primarily on Ezra
4:1-5, a text that tells of the exilic leadership’s rejection of the Samarians’
request to participate in the rebuilding of the temple; a rejection which led
to the Samarians opposing bitterly those in exile. The more contemporary
Haggai and Zech 1-8, however, bear little evidence for a division along
such lines. Thus, it is probable that the attitudes displayed in Ezra 4,
written a long period after the events themselves, reflect the issues facing
the writers rather than those of the time described. Furthermore, there are
no identifiable allusions to the Samarians within Isa 56-66. For these
reasons, this interpretation is not widely accepted today.*

2.2. A division between the Pharisees and the Sadducees (Holtmann,
Mantel and Beckwith)

Others interpret Isa 56—66 as an early witness to the later split between the
Sadducees and the Pharisees, written from a proto-Pharisean point of view.

1E.g., B. Duhm, Das Buch Jesaia (Géttingen, 1922), p. 423, K. Marti, Das Buch
Jesaja (KHAT, Tiibingen, 1900), p. 367.

2 See also P.A. Smith, Rhetoric and Redaction in Trito-Isaiah, The Structure, Growth
and Authorship of Isaiah 56-66 (VTSup 62, Leiden, 1996), p. 190, who provides a
concise summary of some of the reasons put forward for arguing that the tension between
the exiles and the people who had remained in the land was not as strong as previously
supposed.
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Holtzmann, for example, traces the origin of the division between the
Sadducees and the Pharisees to Malachi. Dating Malachi to the time of the
first Diadochen, he identifies the Pharisees with the '7 *®3 (“those who
fear YHWH”) in Malachi and suggests that the meeting of the 1 *R7
described in Mal 3:16 is a reference to the Great assembly.3

Favouring a slightly earlier dating, Mantel and Beckwith link the
controversy between the Sadducees and the Pharisees to the time of Ezra.*
In Mantel’s view, Ezra’s standpoint was at complete variance with those of
the high priest. Mantel notes that the latter is not listed as present during
the reading of the Torah in Neh 8, and further regards him as responsible
for the denial of the tithes to the Levites (Neh 13:10). In addition, the fact
that the high priest did not sign the document cited in Neh 10, in contrast
to “our priests” (2°172), points in Mantel’s opinion to two groups of
priests.” Compared with the group around Ezra and Nehemiah who stressed
personal piety rather than cultic behaviour and who claimed that the Torah
was a universal obligation for every Israelite, together with the belief that
it had a deeper meaning than the literal one, the high priest represented a
more traditional and literalist group, which regarded the sacrificial cult to
be their supreme duty. As such, Mantel argues that Ezra and Nehemiah
stood in the tradition of the prophet who condemned the priests’ teaching
(cf. Ezek 22:26; Mal 2:8).5 Mantel concludes that the high priest and his
priestly followers developed into the Sadducees while their opponents
became the Pharisees.’

Along similar lines, Beckwith claims that the Pharisees are the heirs of
Ezra in their manner of biblical exegesis and in their stand against
assimilation with the people around them. Due to the exogamous marriages
of the high priestly families in the time of Ezra (Ezra 10:18-19; Neh 13:4—
9, 28-29) and the negligence of the priesthood (Mal 1:6-14; 2:1--9),
Beckwith argues that the teaching of the law begun by Ezra threatened to
come to an end after the death of Nehemiah. This priestly apostasy caused
the lay elders, being followers of Ezra, to supplant the priests as the
upholders of the Law. The priesthood subsequently drew further away
from the path of Ezra, a development culminating around 330 BC when
Manasseh, the brother of the high priest Jaddua, married a Samarian

* 0. Holtzmann, “Der Prophet Maleachi und der Ursprung des Pharisierbundes”, 4R
29 (1931), pp. 14-15, 21.

*H. Mantel, “The Dichotomy of Judaism during the Second Temple”, HUCA 44
(1973), p. 57.

° Mantel, “Dichotomy”, pp. 64, 74.

¢ Mantel, “Dichotomy”, pp. 78-81.

7 Mantel, “Dichotomy”, p. 84.
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princess.® In conclusion, Beckwith argues that while the high priestly
family at the time of Ezra should not be identified with the not yet existing
Sadducees, they were already a force opposing the Pharisaic movement.’

2.3. A division between the prophets’ followers and the priests (Smart,
Rofé and Blenkinsopp)

The theories of Holtzmann, Mantel and Beckwith have not been widely
accepted, yet this neglect is not altogether justified. The biblical material
in Ezra 7-10 and Nehemiah, supported by Mal 1:6-2:9, does allude to a
tension between the two main characters and the Judahite priesthood. The
intermarriages of the latter, together with their general attitude of
negligence and perhaps even idolatry, caused other people in Judah to
oppose their leadership. There is evidence, therefore, of a rift between the
priests on the one side and Ezra and Nehemiah on the other. Even so, it is
doubtful if the later split between the Sadducees and the Pharisees can be
traced to this time. Hence, a modified picture of the division between the
priests and the people criticizing them is needed. Moreover, there are hints
within Ezra 7-10 and Nehemiah, especially in Neh 5, that a division
between the people and the leaders of the community existed before this
time.

This gives rise to the question of whether the origin of this rift can be
sought even earlier than 450 BC. This question is partly dealt with by
Smart and Rofé who trace the origin of the later split between the
Sadducees and the Pharisees to Isa 56—66 and especially to 66:1-6. In
Smart’s view, the author of Isa 66:1-6, together with his followers,
underwent persecution at the hands of the Judahite authorities, thus
attesting to a rift between conservative forces who favoured organized
religion and a “deeply spiritual group [...] passionately devoted to the
prophetic ideals”.'° Similarly, Rofé argues that Isa 66:3-4 targets the
priesthood.!' According to him, Isa 56-66, Malachi and Ezra-Nehemiah all
testify to an opposition to the aristocracy and the priestly supremacy in
Jerusalem. While this polemic has a social background (cf. Isa 58 and Neh
5), “at the heart of the matter lies a religious antagonism as the priestly

¥ R.T. Beckwith, “The Pre-History and Relationships of the Pharisees, Sadducees and
Essenes: A Tentative Reconstruction”, RQ 41 (1982), pp. 17-24. See also Josephus,
Antiquities, 11, 8, 2:306-9.

® Beckwith, “Pre-History”, pp. 25, 32.

1°3.D. Smart, “A New Interpretation of Isaiah lxvi 1-6”, ExpTim 46 (1934-35), pp.
423-24.

' A. Rofé, “Isaiah 66:1-4: Judean Sects in the Persian Period as Viewed by Trito-
Isaiah”, Biblical and Related Studies Presented To Samuel Iwry (eds. A. Kort and S.
Morschauer, Winona Lake, 1985), pp. 205-17.
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aristocratic party is repeatedly charged with its idolatrous practices (Isa
66:3; cf. 65:3-5) and intermarriage (Mal 2:10-12; Ezra 9, 10; Neh 13:23—
28)”.!2 Likewise, Blenkinsopp, searching for the identity of the opponents
in Isa 56-66, focuses on Isa 66:5. Acknowledging that “the brothers” in Isa
66:5 include the temple authority, identical to the priests referred to in
66:3—4 and addressed in 57:1-10; 65:1-16 and 66:17,'* he concludes that
“the conditions favoring the emergence of sectarianism were present from
the beginning of the Second Commonwealth™.'*

As noted, Smart’s theory concentrates primarily on Isa 66:1-6, while
Rofé’s and Blenkinsopp’s interpretations include other parts of Isa 56-66.
This raises the question of whether there are allusions to a critical
disposition towards the priests throughout Isa 56-66 rather than in very
limited sections only. Furthermore, in view of the textual history of Isa 56—
66, it must be asked if there are differences between the different authors
of Isa 56-66 and/or if an inner development of the critique can be traced.

2.4. A division between parties (Ploger and Hanson)

Ploger may be cited as one of the first scholars who held the two-parties
thesis, i.e. that the groups of people were representative of different
interpretations of the nature and status of “Israel”. He suggests that a
conflict between the theocratic establishment and an apocalyptic
movement is traceable in Isa 24-27, and in parts of Joel, Daniel and Zech
9-14. He further argues that the members of this last group, while probably
being part of the theocracy, regarded the re-establishment of a YHWH-istic
society under Ezra and Nehemiah, limited to Judah and Benjamin, as a
compromise lacking eschatological hope. According to Ploger, their hope
of a complete restoration, based on the prophetic promises, caused
disagreements with the theocratic leaders, a conflict which much later
culminated in the schism between the Sadducees and the Hasidim during
the Maccabean revolt."

Tracing this conflict further back to the late sixth century BC, Hanson
proposes that Isa 56—66 is an attack on the leading exilic priestly party and

2 A. Rofé, “The Onset of Sects in Postexilic Judaism: Neglected Evidence from the
Septuagint, Trito-Isaiah, Ben Sira, and Malachi®, The Social World of Formative
Christianity and Judaism: Essays in Tribute to Howard Clark Kee (ed. J. Neusner,
Philadelphia, 1988), pp. 41-42.

13 J. Blenkinsopp, “A Jewish Sect of the Persian Period”, CBQ 52 (1990), pp. 9-11.

'* Blenkinsopp, “Jewish Sect”, p. 20. See also his book Sage, Priest, Prophet.
Religious and Intellectual Leadership in Ancient Israel (Library of Ancient Israel,
Louisville, Kentucky, 1995), p. 92, in which he identifies the priests as the prime target
of the prophetic criticism in Isa 56-66.

1 0. Ploger, Theokratie und Eschatologie (WMANT, Neukirchen, 1959), 129-42.
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their programme of restoration by the heirs of Deutero-Isaiah.'® Hanson
argues that the origin of this conflict goes back to 586 BC when the
destruction of Jerusalem left society in confusion. The former hegemony of
the Zadokite-dominated priestly party over the temple crumbled and left a
power vacuum which caused tension between the different factions of
society. The heirs of the ruling classes reacted by seeking the preservation
of the former social structure, thus enabling them to remain in power,
while the poorer classes sought change and revolution. The latter, labelled
“visionaries” by Hanson were people who had remained in Judah. They
took the message of Isa 40-55 to heart and placed their hope in God’s
direct intervention through the course of history.!” These visionaries joined
forces with the Levites whose power was curtailed by the exilic Zadokite
priesthood.18 These Zadokites belonged to the upper stratum of the pre-
exilic society. They had been exiled to Babylon where they kept their
social position, planning a restoration which would enable them to
continue in power. At the time when the exiles were allowed to return to
Judah, these priests wielded leadership positions in the exilic community.
Furthermore, they were empowered by the Persian Empire to realize their
restoration programme and to rebuild the temple. Hanson interprets the list
in Ezra 2 // Neh 7 which records 4289 returning priests compared with 74
Levites as symptomatic, indicating that the Babylonian Levites saw no
future in returning to Judah where they would have had no part in the
leadership of the restored cult.”

2.4.1. Critique of Hanson's theory (Schramm, Williamson)

Hanson’s theory, in particular, has been criticised by several scholars.”
Schramm offers one of the more severe attacks, questioning Hanson’s
identification of the two groups found in Isa 56—66. First, since no-one
denies that the authors responsible for Isa 56-66 were strongly influenced
by Isa 40-55 (DI), and that they developed its views to fit their own
contemporary conditions, Schramm points out that these later authors
would have been unlikely to oppose the return of the exiles which DI had

' p.D. Hanson, The Dawn of Apocalyptic (Philadelphia, 1975), pp. 71-76.

" Hanson, Dawn, pp. 212, 217-18.

'® Hanson, Dawn, pp. 220-21. In support of a Levitical movement opposing the
priests, Hanson quotes, among other places, Ex. 32:26-9 where the Levites are singled
out as the faithful ones, in contrast to the idolatry of Aaron (p. 223).

' Hanson, Dawn, pp. 225-27.

X E.g., R.P. Carroll, “Twilight of Prophecy or Dawn of Apocalyptic?”, JSOT 14
(1979), pp. 3-35.
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