


Forschungen zum Alten Testament 
2. Reihe

Edited by

Konrad Schmid (Zürich) ∙ Mark S. Smith (Princeton) 
Hermann Spieckermann (Göttingen) ∙ Andrew Teeter (Harvard)

123





Joel B. Kemp

Ezekiel, Law, and 
Judahite Identity

A Case for Identity in Ezekiel 1 – 33

Mohr Siebeck



Joel B. Kemp, born 1976; 2010 M.Div. from Andover Newton Theological School; 2017 PhD  
in Hebrew Bible from Boston College (2017); currently Assistant Professor of Hebrew Bible 
at the Candler School of Theology of Emory University. 
orcid.org/ 0000-0001-6195-4623

ISBN 978-3-16-156579-3 / eISBN 978-3-16-156580-9 
DOI 10.1628 / 978-3-16-156580-9

ISSN 1611-4914 / eISSN 2568-8367 (Forschungen zum Alten Testament, 2. Reihe)

The Deutsche Nationalbibliothek lists this publication in the Deutsche Nationalbibliographie; 
detailed bibliographic data are available at http://dnb.dnb.de.

© 2020  Mohr Siebeck Tübingen, Germany.  www.mohrsiebeck.com

This book may not be reproduced, in whole or in part, in any form (beyond that permitted by 
copyright law) without the publisher’s written permission. This applies particularly to repro-
ductions, translations and storage and processing in electronic systems.

The book was printed on non-aging paper by Laupp & Göbel in Gomaringen and bound by 
Buchbinderei Nädele in Nehren.

Printed in Germany.





Acknowledgements



1.1 The Scope of This Study

1.2 The Organization of This Study

2.1 Authorship, Unity, and Provenance

2.2 Priestly Source, Holiness Code, and Ezekiel

2.3 Feminist Scholarship Overview



Table of Contents

2.4 The Framework for the Present Study

3.1 The Bible, Ezekiel, and Psychology

3.2 Judahite Identity and Psychological Methodologies

3.3 The Erikson Bronfenbrenner Model and Legal Elements

3.4 Conclusions

4.1 Judahite and Neo-Babylonian Legal Procedures

4.2 Forensic Character of Ezekiel

4.3 YHWH’s Judicial Disposition

4.4 Conclusion



 Table of Contents  

5.1 Renunciation, Negligent Supervision, and Divine Abandonment

5.2 Erroneous Punishment and Judicial Misconduct

5.3 A Legal Proposal: The Death of the Prophet’s Wife

5.4 Conclusion

6.1 Legal Elements and Ezekiel

6.2 Judahite Identity

6.3 Conclusion



ABD Anchor Bible Dictionary

AfO 
AHw Akkadisches Handwörterbuch

AYB 
A Hebrew and English 

Lexicon of the Old Testament 
BHS Biblia Hebraica Stuttgartensia

BMO 

CAD The Assyrian Dictionary of the Oriental Institute of the University of Chi-
cago

CBQ Catholic Biblical Quarterly 

CDLJ Cuneiform Digital Library Journal 

CMHE  Canaanite Myth and Hebrew Epic. 

GKC Gesenius’ Hebrew Grammar

HALOT The Hebrew and Aramaic Lexicon of the Old Testament

HTR Harvard Theological Review 
HUCA Hebrew Union College Annual 
JANESCU   Journal of the Ancient Near Eastern Society of Columbia University 
JAOS Journal of the American Oriental Society 
JBL Journal of Biblical Literature 
JBQ Jewish Bible Quarterly 
JHS Journal of Hellenic Studies 
JNES Journal of Near Eastern Studies 



 Abbreviations  

JPS Jewish Publication Society 
JSOR Journal of the Society of Oriental Research 
JSOT Journal for the Study of the Old Testament 

NIB The New Interpreter’s Bible

NRSV New Revised Standard Version 

Die Religion in Geschichte und Gegenwart

TDOT Theological Dictionary of the Old Testament

ThWAT Theologisches Worterbuch zum Alten Testament

TynBul Tyndale Bulletin 
VT Vetus Testamentum 

WW Word and World 
ZAW Zeitschrift für die alttestamentliche Wissenschaft 





Commentaries on the First Twenty Chapters of the Book of the Prophet Ezekiel, 

A Commentary upon the Prophet Ezekiel
Biblical Commentary on the Prophecies of Ezekiel

The Book of the Prophet Ezekiel Theo-
logically and Homiletically Expounded

fact 
how

The Post-Priestly Pentateuch: New Per-
spectives on its Redactional Development and Theological Profiles 

ZTK 

Exile and Restoration: A 
Study of Hebrew Thought of the Sixth Century B.C. 

A Biblical Theology of Exile 
Israel in Exile: The History and Literature of the Sixth Century B.C. 



Chapter 1: Introduction

The Templeless Age: An Introduction to the History, Literature, and 
Theology of the “Exile”

By the Irrigation Canals of Babylon: Approaches to the Study of the 
Exile, 

Exile, Literature, and Theology: The Literature and Socio-Theological Impact of the 
Forced Migrations of the Southern Kingdom of Judah  

The Beginnings of Jewishness

Judah and the Judeans in the Achaemenid Period: Negotiating Identity in the 
International Context

Imperialism and Jewish Society: 200 BCE to 640 
CE

The 
Invention of Judaism: Torah and Jewish Identity from Deuteronomy to Paul 

Exile and Restoration Israel in Exile,
Enduring Exile: The Metaphorization of Exile in the Hebrew Bible

Exile, Literature and Theology



 Chapter 1: Introduction  

self-categorization

Interpreting 
Exile: Displacement and Deportation in Biblical and Modern Texts

JBL
Yahweh as Prosecutor and Judge: An Investigation of the Prophetic Lawsuit (Rîb-

Pattern
Rîb

JBL
ZAW Basic Forms of Prophetic 

Speech,

l ’ y šûb JSOT 

JSOT



Chapter 1: Introduction

legal status Judahite identity

sine 
qua non

 Ezekiel 1–33 



[Type here] 1.1 The Scope of This Study  

  The Need for a Case: Rival Prophets and Obstinate Audiences 

terminus ante 
quem

Ezekiel 38–48: A New Translation with 
Introduction and Commentary

Theology of the Program of Restoration of Ezekiel 40–48

A Prophet Confronts His People: 
The Disputation Speech in the Prophets  

Ezekiel 1: A Commentary on the Book of the Prophet Ezekiel, Chapter 1–24



Chapter 1: Introduction

The Elusive Prophet: The Prophet as a Historical Person, Literary 
Character and Anonymous Artist  

Israel in Exile Ezekiel: A Commentary
An Introduction to the Study of 

Ezekiel
Elusive Prophet  

BHS



[Type here] 1.1 The Scope of This Study  

ipsissima verba

Ezekiel 1–20: A New Translation with Introduction and Com-
menatry



Chapter 1: Introduction

  Historicity of Babylonian Deportation 

Ezekiel 21–37: A New Translation with Introduction and Commen-
tary

The Myth of the Empty Land: Study of 
the History and Archaeology of Judah During the Exile Period 

Leading Captivity Captive: ‘The Exile’ as History 
and Ideology  Israel in Exile

Introduction to Prophetic Literature, Isaiah, Jeremiah, Baruch, Letter of Jeremiah, 
Lamentations, Ezekiel, New Interpreter’s Bible

  The Fall and Rise of Jerusalem: Judah Under 
Babylonian Rule 

By the Irrigation Canals of Babylon: Approaches to the Study of the Exile
Exile and Return: 

The Babylonian Context



[Type here] 1.2 The Organization of This Study  

Identity: Youth 
and Crisis Identity and the Life Cycle

Readings 
on the Development of Children

Making Human Beings Human: Bioecological Perspectives 
on Human Development



Chapter 1: Introduction

milieu

Neo-Babylonian Court Procedure

Gattung



Genesis 

Exodus 

Leviticus 

Numbers 

Deuteronomy 

Judges 

2 Kings 



 Index of References

2 Kings

Isaiah 

Jeremiah 

 
Ezekiel 



 Old Testament

Ezekiel



 Index of References

Ezekiel



 Old Testament

Ezekiel

Hosea 

 

Habakkuk 

Psalms 

Daniel 

Qoheleth 





 Index of Modern Authors 



Index of Modern Authors



 Index of Modern Authors 



See



 Subject Index 


	Cover
	Title
	Acknowledgements�����������������������
	Table of Contents
	List of Abbreviations����������������������������
	Chapter 1: Introduction������������������������������
	1.1 The Scope of This Study����������������������������������
	1.1.1 Ezekiel 1–33�������������������������
	1.1.2 The Need for a Case: Rival Prophets and Obstinate Audiences������������������������������������������������������������������������
	1.1.3 Historicity of the Babylonian Deportation������������������������������������������������������

	1.2 The Organization of This Study�����������������������������������������

	Index of References��������������������������
	Index of Modern Authors������������������������������
	Index of Subjects������������������������



