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Introduction 

The history of early Christian teachers has been a subject of scholarly attention 
for over a century, though only one book and a few articles have focussed on 
them. The interest of this topic rests on the plausible assumption that teachers 
played a significant role in the emerging of Christianity. Filson wrote:  

I find, however, that I cannot formulate a view of the beginnings of Christianity without at 
least a working hypothesis concerning the place and work of the teacher. Moreover, I note 
in examining many books on the NT period that others also find it practically impossible to 
proceed in the study of this field without such a working hypothesis.1  

Four decades later Christian teachers came to be identified as the main carriers 
of the traditions associated to Jesus and therefore charged with the task of 
vouchsafing the reliability of the Gospels as a historical source.2 

Christians from the first generations considered teachers together with 
apostles, prophets, bishops, presbyters and deacons as one of the forms through 
which community-leadership was exercised and the gospel proclaimed. Paul 
stated solemnly that “God has appointed in the church first apostles, second 
prophets, third teachers” (1 Cor 12:28). Teachers were the earliest leaders of 
Christians in Antioch (cf. Acts 13:1–3). The author of the Letter of James was 
a teacher (Jas 3:1). Teachers are mentioned in works whose location ranges 
from Syria (James, Didache) to Rome (Shepherd of Hermas). We have enough 
clues to suggest that teachers were an important factor for the shaping of first 
and second century Christianity.  

At the same time, teachers remain enigmatic figures. References to them are 
not so numerous as one would expect and almost everything concerning them 
is the object of speculation. Moreover, contrary to those who can be roughly 
considered their Jewish counterparts, the rabbis, Christian teachers did not 
come to play a major role in the subsequent history of their religion.  

The challenges the inquirer faces are multiples. The main one regards the 
teachers’ very existence. Can we talk of teachers as a clearly identifiable role 
or does the word only designate one of the functions carried out by community 

 
1 FLOYD V. WILSON, “The Christian Teacher in the First Century,” JBL 60 (1941): 317–

28, 318. 
2 ALFRED F. ZIMMERMANN, Die urchristlichen Lehrer: Studien zum Tradentenkreis im 

frühen Urchristentum (WUNT II/12; Tübingen: Mohr Siebeck, 1984). 



2 Introduction  
 
leaders? The passage from 1 Corinthians, which I examine in detail later, seems 
to suggest that the first is the case. It neatly distinguishes three roles and places 
them not within a local church, but within the church as a whole. Teachers, 
together with apostles and prophets, were a God-given gift. The references to 
teachers studied in this book and especially the polemic some authors carried 
against them further support Paul’s statement that indeed teachers were a 
driving force among early Christians. A related problem is how to understand 
and study them. Within sociology one finds role theory as an important branch 
with a long history and a large bibliography.3 Roles can be described as 
“characteristic behavior patterns,” a definition based on the idea that “persons 
are members of social positions and hold expectations for their behaviors and 
those of other partners.”4 In other terms, roles are characterised by a set of 
rights and obligations, which are expected by the society in which the role is 
situated. This was the case for Paul’s teachers in 1 Cor 12:28. They are assigned 
a precise position within the Christian communities and in relationship to two 
other roles. By leaving out additional details, Paul implies that his readers knew 
what to expect of teachers and what teachers should expect of them. The 
Didache seems to explicit some of these expectations: teachers have the right 
to be welcomed (11.1) and to be given food, while they are supposed to deliver 
doctrines in tune with the teaching of the Didache itself (13.1–2). Biblical 
scholars have already resorted to role theory to throw light on prophets, sages 
and priests in the Old Testament.5 One of these authors is Joseph Blenkinsopp, 
who lists the advantages of this approach:  

Were the roles in question ascribed or achieved? What skills were required for their 
performance, and how did one go about acquiring them? How was the individual recruited 
to fill the role? What part did such important variables as gender and class play? What 
resources and sanctions did society have to discourage role deviance?6  

 
3 BRUCE J. BIDDLE, Role Theory: Expectations, Identities and Behaviors (New York: 

Academic Press, 1979), and “Recent Developments in Role Theory,” Annual Review of 
Sociology 12 (1986): 67–92; DANIEL D. MARTIN and JANELLE L. WILSON, “Role Theory,” 
Encyclopedia of Social Theory (ed. GEORGE RITZER; Thousand Oaks: SAGE Publications, 
2005), 1: 651–55; MARISKA VAN DER HORST, ‘Role Theory,’ Oxford Bibliographies, 
http://www.oxfordbibliographies.com [24.02.2019]. 

4 BIDDLE, “Recent Developments,” 67; italics in original. 
5 E.g. JON L. BERQUIST, “Constructions of Identity in Postcolonial Yehud,” in Judah and 

the Judeans in the Persian Period (ed. ODED LIPSCHITS and MANFRED OEMING; Winona 
Lake: Eisenbrauns, 2006), 54–66, 58–59; JOSEPH BLENKINSOPP, Sage, Priest, Prophet: 
Intellectual and Religious Leadership in Ancient Israel (Louisville: Westminster John Knox 
Press, 1995); LESTER L. GRABBE, Priests, Prophets, Diviners, Sages: A Socio-Historical 
Study of Religious Specialists in Ancient Israel (Valley Forge: Trinity Press International, 
1995). 

6 BLENKINSOPP, Sage, 4. 
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Role theory seems to open an interesting avenue of research, but the study 
of antiquity in general and of the early Christian teachers in particular is fretted 
with challenges that sociologists do not need to face. The sources are often 
difficult to date, to place and to ascribe, and they usually mention teachers only 
to illustrate other topics.7 Furthermore, different sources may understand 
teachers in different ways, so that teachers in Rome and in Antioch, for 
instance, may not necessarily have been the same thing.  

Because of the nature of the evidence, this book does not purport to be a 
sociological study, but it takes from sociology the definition of role and tries 
to answer the questions asked by Blenkinsopp whenever the sources allow it. 
Its principal aim is to put a selection of texts from early Christianity under the 
magnifying glass of the historical-critical method and to try to squeeze out of 
them all the information they are able to provide. 

The texts have been selected according to two criteria. The first is lexical 
and, with a few exceptions whose reasons I shall explain later, follows on the 
footsteps of Alfred Zimmermann’s work on early Christian teachers:8 only 
those passages containing the word dida,skaloj as addressed to others than 
Jesus are taken into account. Jesus as teacher has already been the topic of 
ponderous studies and it is not addressed in this work.9 The choice of the word 
dida,skaloj has the advantage of giving a clear focus and of avoiding the risk 
of drowning in a sea of texts. When tackling the role of teachers, the temptation 
would be to address teaching in general before moving to the investigation of 
a precise group of people. This would entail a survey of the entire New 
Testament and of the rest of early Christian literature as it would be hard to 
find books that could not be rubricated in one way or another as teaching. 
Moreover, within the New Testament it would be necessary to identify the Sitz 
im Leben of the passage under scrutiny in order to discriminate between the 
teaching of Jesus and that of his followers. The criterion I have chosen reduces 
the corpus of evidence to a manageable size and ensures that the texts are 
consistently approached from the same perspective. It may be objected that 
teachers could be called in different ways in different texts, such as for example 
“scribes” (Matthew) or “evangelists” (Ephesians). However, it is not always 
clear how far the word dida,skaloj is interchangeable with grammateu,j or 
euvaggelisth,j and it is safer to examine this and similar cases only when they 
can be connected to dida,skaloj. The second criterion concerns the time-frame. 

 
7 Some of these problems are mentioned in BLENSKINSOPP, Sage, 5–6. The sets of data 

sociologists can draw upon are of a very different character (BIDDLE, Role Theory, 79–84). 
8 ZIMMERMANN, Lehrer, 68. 
9 For instance RAINER RIESNER, Jesus als Lehrer: Eine Untersuchung zum Ursprung der 

Evangelien-Überlieferung (WUNT II/7; Tübingen: Mohr Siebeck, 1981), and more recently 
VERONIKA TROPPER, Jesus Didaskalos: Studien zu Jesus als Lehrer bei den Synoptikern und 
im Rahmen der antiken Kultur- und Sozialgeschichte (ÖBS 42; Frankfurt am Main: Peter 
Lang, 2012). 
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I concentrate only on those works written before the middle of the second 
century. Once again, there is a practical advantage to consider. The teachers to 
whom the early Christian sources make reference were a phenomenon that 
developed over a long period of time and reached well into the third century, 
as we shall see in the first chapter. By concentrating on roughly the first one 
hundred years after Jesus’ death, the amount of material to sift remains within 
reasonable boundaries. Moreover, the first one hundred years are also the time 
when the answer to two important questions is to be sought. Were teachers 
tradents of the material pertaining to the life and teaching of Jesus, which we 
find in the New Testament? Why did teachers not come to play the same role 
within Christianity as their counterparts, the rabbis, did within Judaism?  

The present study is divided into three parts. The bibliographical survey 
following below lays the methodological foundations for the rest of the book. 
The second part contains a survey of Jewish and Greco-Roman literature with 
the aim to place the topic of early Christian teachers within the history of the 
teachers of philosophy and religion in the first centuries of our era. The 
remaining chapters form the third part. They examine the primary sources and 
distribute them according to the geographical location of the communities to 
which they bring witness. This means, for example, that 1 Cor 12:28 is placed 
in the Syrian section because it is considered a witness to the community of 
Antioch. Acts 13:1–3 is placed in the same section for the same reason. The 
order of the sources does not necessarily correspond to the date of their 
composition, but to the time of the traditions they employ. For this reason, the 
description of the original leadership of the community in Antioch in Acts 
13:1–3 is the first source of the Syrian section. 

Early Christian teachers make for a fascinating topic of research with far-
reaching consequences for our understanding of the beginnings of Christianity 
and of the structures of today’s churches. The following chapter shows how 
these consequences have been pointed out in modern scholarship. 



   

Chapter 1 

Scholarship on Early Christian Teachers 

1. Introduction 

When reading previous scholarship, there are at least three factors that should 
be kept in mind.1 To begin with, very few works focus on early Christian 
teachers. Instead, teachers are usually studied along with apostles and prophets 
and seen in the larger context of the different roles in primitive Christianity. In 
this case secondary literature is legion, though the space devoted to teachers 
may vary a great deal. Secondly, the question of charisma and office, within 
which teachers are very often mentioned, is largely confessional. Many 
scholars have thought of recovering an ecclesiastical structure mirroring or 
justifying the modern organisation of their respective churches. Thirdly, 
teachers have been assigned a number of tasks, such as preaching, debating 
with non-Christians, transmitting Jesus traditions, etc., which were essential 
for the life of the early communities. These attributions have been made in spite 
of the fact that our sources say very little about what teachers actually did.  

2. Beginnings: 1883–1920s 

2.1 Adolf von Harnack  

The starting point of modern research on early Christian teachers was a literary 
discovery. In 1883 bishop Philoteos Bryennios published a book, which he had 
found ten years earlier in the library of the Convent of the Holy Sepulchre in 
Constantinople.2 The recovery of the Didache made a tremendous impact on 
contemporary scholarship and triggered a wealth of translations and studies. 

 
1 The first two points are illustrated by ZIMMERMANN, Lehrer, 36–37. 
2 PHILOTEOS BRYENNIOS, ed., DIDACH TWN DWDEKA APOSTOLWN (Constantinople, 

1883). A photographic reproduction was published shortly afterwards by JAMES RENDEL 
HARRIS, The Teaching of the Apostles: Newly Edited with Facsimile Text and a Commentary 
for the Johns Hopkins University (London: C. J. Clay; Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University, 
1887). A brief history of the discovery and scholarly reactions to it are found in AARON 
MILAVEC, The Didache: Faith, Hope, & Life of the Earliest Christian Communities, 50–70 
C.E. (New York: The Newman Press, 2003), 3–5. 
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One of the most influential monographs was written – it goes almost without 
saying – by Adolf von Harnack.3 Harnack published the Greek text with 
translation and robust Prolegomena, a long section of which he dedicated to 
the triad apostles, prophets and teachers in the Didache and in the rest of early 
Christian literature.4 This section was revised in Mission und Ausbreitung.5 
Harnack hailed the Didache as the document that could at last throw light on 
the texts mentioning apostles, prophets and teachers: 1 Cor 12:28–29; Acts 
11:27; 13:1–2; Eph 2:20; 3:5; 4:11; Rev 2:2; Matt 10 par.; Jas 3:1; Hebr 
13:7.17, and so on.6 All the members of the triad were “freie Lehrer”7 and their 
authority was based on charisma.8 The similarities between the Didache, 1 Cor 
12:28 and Acts 13:1–2 show that the triad was acknowledged by the universal 
church and that its origins are to be dated in the year before 50 and placed in 
the post-Easter community of Jerusalem.9 The role of apostles was of Jewish 
origins,10 focussed on mission, and disappeared in the beginning of the second 
century.11 Prophets, contrary to apostles, were not missionaries, but preachers 
who spoke in the spirit and built up the communities.12 They operated until the 
excesses of Montanism and the challenge of impostors put an end to their work 
at the closing of the second century.13 For what concerns teachers,14 the 
importance attached to them is demonstrated by references in texts stretching 
from the first to the third/fourth century. Eusebius (Hist. eccl. 7.24.6) records 
that in the fourth century Dionysius, bishop of Alexandria, visited some 

 
3 In the couse of time HARNACK changed his views about church structure in early 

Christianity: see JAMES T. BURTCHAELL, From Synagogue to Church: Public Services and 
Offices in the Earliest Christian Communities (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 
1992), 82–87.  

4 Die Lehre der Zwölf Apostel nebst Untersuchungen zur ältesten Geschichte der 
Kirchenverfassung und des Kirchenrechts (TU 2.1; Leipzig: J. C. Hinrichs’sche 
Buchhandlung, 1884), Prolegomena, 93–158.  

5 Die Mission und Ausbreitung des Christentums in den ersten drei Jahrhunderten (4th 
ed.; Leipzig: J. C. Hinrichs’sche Buchhandlung, 1924), 1:332–78. HARNACK dealt briefly 
with our subject in Entstehung und Entwicklung der Kirchenverfassung und des 
Kirchenrechts in den zwei ersten Jahrhunderten nebst einer Kritik der Abhandlung R. 
Sohm’s: “Wesen und Ursprung des Katholizismus” und Untersuchungen über 
“Evangelium,” “Wort Gottes” und das trinitarische Bekenntnis (Leipzig: J. C. 
Hinrichs’sche Buchhandlung, 1910), 18–19 and 86–96. 

6 HARNACK, Lehre, 93–94. 
7 HARNACK, Lehre, 96.  
8 HARNACK, Lehre, 96–98. 
9 HARNACK, Lehre, 98–99 and Mission, 357.  
10 HARNACK, Mission, 340–43. 
11 HARNACK, Lehre, 111–18. 
12 HARNACK, Lehre, 119–31. 
13 HARNACK, Mission, 363. 
14 HARNACK, Lehre, 131–37.  
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villages where he met presbyters and teachers (presbute,rouj kai. didaska,louj). 
One became teacher as the result of a personal decision, which was made on 
the basis of a charisma.15 The community had the task of acknowledging the 
presence of a divine commission, but not that of appointing.16 Teachers were, 
like prophets, devoted to building up the communities,17 but, unlike prophets, 
they were entitled to possessions. Moreover, they were not itinerant, but 
resident.18 The most competent teachers soon began to address only the better 
educated Christians, opening the way for a model of instruction along the lines 
of the Greco-Roman philosophical schools. Because teachers lacked from the 
beginning the “enthusiastic element”19 of apostles and prophets, they 
functioned within the communities for a longer time and disappeared only 
between the third and the fourth century, when bishops took upon themselves 
the responsibility for teaching.  

The offices of bishops and deacons were not universal but local and 
concerned administrative tasks.20 When the Didache recommends that bishops 
and deacons should not be disregarded because they carry out the service of 
prophets and teachers (Did. 15.1–2), it shows that they took teaching functions 
only at a subsequent stage. The authority that bishops eventually exerted did 
not stem from their administrative tasks, but from assuming the attributions of 
apostles, prophets and teachers.21 Harnack believed the proclamation of the 
word to be the main task of the triad.  

Harnack must be understood in the context of late nineteenth century 
scholarship. He was the leading representative of liberal theology, promoting 
a non-institutionalised form of Christianity, which would match the 
contemporary results of historical criticism.22 The Didache seemed to lend 

 
15 HARNACK, Lehre, 97. 
16 HARNACK, Lehre, 98. 
17 HARNACK, Lehre, 97. 
18 HARNACK, Mission, 365. Right to property and residency is an addition of HARNACK, 

Mission, to the corresponding text in HARNACK, Lehre, 131. The statement in HARNACK, 
Lehre, 96, that apostles, prophets and teachers “wandered from community to community 
with their preaching” is absent from the corresponding passage in HARNACK, Mission, 347. 

19 HARNACK, Lehre, 134. 
20 ZIMMERMANN, Lehrer, 38, considers HARNACK’s distinction between a universal and 

a local organisation to be a development of EDWIN HATCH’s positions stated in a work 
HARNACK had translated into German: Die Gesellschaftsverfassung der christlichen Kirchen 
im Alterthum: Acht Vorlesungen (vom Verfasser autorisierte Übersetzung von Adolf 
Harnack) (Giessen: Ricker, 1883). Excerpts in Das kirchliche Amt im Neuen Testament (ed. 
KARL KERTELGE; Wege der Forschung 439; Darmstadt: Wissenschaftliche 
Buchgesellschaft, 1977), 19–29.  

21 HARNACK, Lehre, 155–57. 
22 Cf. WILLIAM BAIRD, History of New Testament Research. 2. From Jonathan Edwards 

to Rudolf Bultmann (Minneapolis: Fortress Press, 2003), 5–136. 
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support to this endeavour, but subsequent scholarship did not share Harnack’s 
enthusiasm for his ally. The Didache is not the key, but one key to unlock the 
history of the earliest church structures. Moreover, virtually everything in the 
Didache is still debated and there is no consensus about the exact nature of the 
roles it mentions. In spite of its shortcomings, Harnack’s works determined the 
scholarly agenda for years to come. The charismatic element in the triad, the 
administrative function attributed to bishops and deacons, the passage from the 
triad of apostles, prophets and teachers to the triad of bishops, presbyters and 
deacons have been the object of continuous research. Moreover, his collection 
of passages about teachers from the first to the fourth century is not only a most 
useful tool, but a pivotal one.23 This list made it possible for the first time to 
identify a role of teachers in early Christianity.  

2.2 Rudolph Sohm and the Debate with Adolf von Harnack  

The debate between Harnack and Rudolph Sohm is a good illustration of how 
sensitive and confessionally charged the question of the triad was. According 
to Harnack, the replacement of the charismatic triad with the administrative 
triad was a linear process of development.24 In 1892, shortly after Harnack’s 
Lehre, Sohm, a canonist, wrote a classic book on church law in which he 
belligerently stated: “Das Kirchenrecht steht mit dem Wesen der Kirche im 
Widerspruch.”25 Since the essence of the church is spiritual, legal regulations 
should not find place in it. “Ecclesia” is a spiritual entity, the gathering of all 
Christians, of which local gatherings are only a particular form. Therefore, the 
church as such cannot be a formally regulated organisation, but only a 
charismatic one, where charismas are freely acknowledged.26 Since the word 
of God is the foundation of the church, the charisma of teaching plays the main 
role and teachers, an umbrella term for apostles, prophets and teachers, are also 
the leaders of the community.27 Teaching is divided in prophecy, didaskali,a 
or teaching in the proper sense, and exhortation. Apostles are missionaries who 
possess all three forms of teaching and are, therefore, also prophets and 
teachers.28 Prophets are Christians who are gifted with spiritual speech and 
who exercise the functions of preachers, lawgivers and community-leaders.29 
Prophets are also teachers. Teachers in the strict sense are community based, 

 
23 HARNACK, Lehre, 110–12 n. 23; 132–36. 
24 HARNACK, Lehre, 107–110. 
25 SOHM, Kirchenrecht, 1; Die geschichtlichen Grundlagen (Systematisches Handbuch 

der Deutschen Rechtswissenschaft 8; Berlin: Duncker & Humblot, 1892), 1 and 700.  
26 SOHM, Kirchenrecht, 16–28. 
27 SOHM, Kirchenrecht, 29 and 41. 
28 SOHM, Kirchenrecht, 42–45 and 46.  
29 SOHM, Kirchenrecht, 45–46. 
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provide authoritative teaching, and are subordinated to prophets. In due course 
prophets and then teachers were replaced by bishops.30 The communities tested 
the gifts of each member of the triad and were responsible for acknowledging 
their authority.31 Beside this threefold charismatic organisation, there was the 
administrative organisation of bishops and deacons. The Didache shows that, 
in absence of prophets and teachers, bishops were those who were in charge of 
the administration of the eucharist and the offerings.32  

Harnack and Sohm held opposite views with regard to the origins of 
Catholicism, though Harnack came to accept some of Sohm’s ideas.33 Harnack 
considered the formal elements of church organisation to be present from the 
start, whereas Sohm judged them to be contrary to the original spiritual essence 
of the church. With regard to teachers, their views overlapped in several 
respects. All the members of the triad are teachers, though some of them are 
teachers strictu sensu. It is the teaching charisma that singles teachers out, and 
the community’s acknowledgement that validates their decision to be teachers. 
Teachers were residential, exercised some form of leadership and were 
eventually superseded by bishops. These points of contact are all the more 
significant because Sohm and Harnack differed in the final assessment of the 
evidence.  

The idea that apostles and prophets too were teachers should be highlighted. 
This confusion is one of the reasons why subsequent scholarship often paid 
little attention to teachers in the proper sense.34 Another reason is that Harnack, 
Sohm and later scholars studied the triad in the larger context of early church 
organisation.35 

2.3 Max Weber on Charismatic Leadership 

Harnack and Sohm influenced Max Weber’s famous observations on 
authority.36 Weber distinguished three types of authority: rational, traditional 

 
30 SOHM, Kirchenrecht, 47–48. 
31 SOHM, Kirchenrecht, 52–56. 
32 SOHM, Kirchenrecht, 83–88. 
33 The main stages of the debate were RUDOLF SOHM, Wesen und Ursprung des 

Katholizismus (Leipzig: Teubner, 1909); HARNACK, Enstehung, 121–86; SOHM, Preface to 
Wesen (2nd ed.; Leipzig: Teubner, 1912), III–XXXIII. This debate can be followed in 
BURTCHAELL, Synagogue, 89–94.  

34 ZIMMERMANN has detected in this overlapping and in the difficulty of drawing precise 
boundaries between the members of the triad the cause for the small number of specific 
studies on teachers (Lehrer, 41). 

35 Cf. ZIMMERMANN, Lehrer, 49. 
36 MAX WEBER, Wirtschaft und Gesellschaft: Grundriss der verstehenden Soziologie (ed. 

JOHANNES WINCKELMANN; 2 vols.; 4th ed.; Tübingen: Mohr Siebeck, 1956), vol. 1, 124 
and 140–48; vol. 2, 662–95. First edition published posthumously in 1922. 
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and charismatic. The first type is based on the acceptance of the legal order, 
the second appeals to some tradition recognised as holy, the third is grounded 
in the extraordinary talents of the leader, which are freely acknowledged by a 
group of followers.37 In the course of time, the third type, which by its nature 
is very unstable, undergoes a process of routinisation and becomes either 
traditional or rational authority or both. Weber’s tripartite model was 
promising but also of difficult application. For instance, he examined the 
authority of the rabbis38 and proposed that, before the year 70, it was 
charismatic.39 Then, he twisted his argument by placing its origins in their 
intellectual knowledge and training,40 which are connected with traditional and 
rational authority.  

Intriguingly, Weber’s observations on charismatic leaders recall the triad of 
the Didache. Apostles, prophets and teachers were respected because they were 
endowed with talents that were acknowledged by the community. In the course 
of time, these roles disappeared in favour of a church organisation based on 
rational and traditional authority. These similarities are not a vagary of chance: 
Weber informs his readers that he derives the idea of charismatic authority 
from early Christian literature and makes explicit reference to Sohm’s 
Kirchenrecht.41 His dependence on contemporary scholarship is likely to 
include Harnack as well. Jonathan A. Draper has observed that Weber mentions 
Harnack’s work in Wirtschaft und Gesellschaft.42 As a matter of fact, Weber 
did not only know Harnack’s scholarship, he knew Harnack himself.43 Draper 

 
37 WEBER, Wirtschaft, 124. He speaks actually of domination (“Herrschaft”), but this can 

also be interpreted as “authority” because authority is the external manifestation of 
domination (see BENGT HOLMBERG, Paul and Power: The Structure of Authority in the 
Primitive Church as Reflected in the Pauline Epistles [ConBNT 11; Lund: C. W. K. Gleerup, 
1978], 136).  

38 MAX WEBER, Gesammelte Aufsätze zur Religionssoziologie. 3. Das antike Judentum 
(Tübingen: Mohr Siebeck, 1921), 408–419. For a critique of WEBER see CATHERINE 
HEZSER, The Social Structure of the Rabbinic Movement in Roman Palestine (TSAJ 66; 
Tübingen: Mohr Siebeck, 1997), 450–52, with bibliography; HOLMBERG, Paul, 139–48. 

39 WEBER, Gesammelte Aufsätze, 409. 
40 WEBER, Gesammelte Aufsätze, 411. 
41 WEBER, Wirtschaft, vol. 1, 124. 
42 JONATHAN A. DRAPER, “Weber, Theissen, and ‘Wandering Charismatics’ in the 

Didache,” JECS 6 (1998): 541–76, 544–45. 
43 They exchanged some correspondence (MAX WEBER, Briefe 1906–1908 [ed. M. R. 

LEPSIUS and WOLFGANG J. MOMMSEN; Max Weber-Gesamtausgabe 2/5; Tübingen: Mohr 
Siebeck, 1990], 32–33). I have been informed on WEBER’s acquaintance with HARNACK by 
Prof. Paolo Pombeni (Bologna University), during a conversation in October 2005 and in a 
communication dated 17 October 2006. Wolfgang Mommsen, in a conversation probably 
dating September 1983, told Pombeni that Weber and Harnack had lived in the same 
building. 
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