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Editors’ Foreword

The essays collected in this volume span the scholarly career of Carl R. Holladay,
from an early paper on Ezekiel the Tradegian, presented at the 1976 meeting of
the Society of Biblical Literature, to recent publications and lectures centered on
major topics and interpreters of the New Testament. Throughout, Carl’s keen
eye for detail is as readily apparent as his ability to relate the findings of his me-
ticulous research to issues of broad significance in the study of early Judaism and
the New Testament. As two students from the last phase of his active teaching
career at Emory, we were honored when Carl invited us to compile and edit this
collection of essays.

The purpose of this collection is threefold. First, most of the essays collected
here were originally published in a wide range of edited volumes and journals.
Several of these have now fallen out of print or are otherwise inaccessible to
many readers. This volume thus brings together many of Carl’s essays within a
single, high-quality volume produced by Mohr Siebeck. Readers who have dared
to consult old volumes of SBL seminar papers know what an improvement this
is! Now Carl’s major essays on Hellenistic Jewish literature and the New Tes-
tament are available in one place. Second, the compilation of this volume created
a context for publishing six new essays deriving from recent lectures and confer-
ences (chapters 12, 18, and 22-25). Third, editing this collection has provided an
opportunity to correct errors that persisted in the previously published articles.
The following paragraphs describe the technical aspects of this volume’s creation.

Our guiding editorial principle has been to reproduce the content of the pre-
viously published articles in essentially unaltered form, while conforming them
to a consistent style with regard to primary and secondary source citations, as
well as general formatting of headings, etc. The six new essays are also largely
unchanged from their original forms as conference papers and lectures, although
slightly more liberty has been taken in updating and correcting them.

As much as possible, we have followed the SBL Handbook of Style, second
edition. Thus all essays now use full footnote citations for secondary literature
and consistent abbreviations for ancient sources. Since each chapter fully cites
all secondary sources upon first citation, there is no need for a comprehensive
bibliography. Thus the few chapters that originally included a bibliography no
longer do so. Abstracts have similarly been removed from the few journal articles
that previously included one.



VIII Editors’ Foreword

Several typographical and typesetting errors in the originals have been correct-
ed. In the case of appendix 1 to chapter 15, “Luke’s Use of the LXX in Acts,”
the table has been completely recreated due to the high number of errors in the
Greek text of the original. The second appendix of this chapter also appears in a
revised and enhanced form, now distinguishing scriptural allusions and echoes.
In chapter 20, “Jesus and His Followers in Galilee: Albert Schweitzer’s Recon-
struction,” a block of text that was mistakenly printed in the wrong location has
now been relocated to its correct position. Additionally, chapter 19 now includes
two new appendices. All appendices are located immediately after the chapters
to which they relate.

Despite the technical changes and corrections, neither we nor Carl have at-
tempted to update the previously published essays with regard to content or
incorporating more recent scholarship (the primary exception is the case of cita-
tions of previously “forthcoming” works that have subsequently been published;
the actual publication details are now given). To facilitate locating references to
the previously published essays, we have indicated the original page numbers in
the page headers, with a vertical bar in the text | indicating where the page breaks
occur. But readers should bear in mind the aforementioned adjustments that
result in minor variations between the originals and their forms in this volume.

Both Carl and the editors of this volume would like to thank the original pub-
lishers of the essays for their gracious permission to reprint their copyrighted
work. A full listing of the original publication details follows (see “List of
Original Publications” below), and each essay also contains an initial, unnum-
bered footnote indicating the original publication venue. For each of the new
essays, a similar note explains the context of its original creation.

In producing this volume, the two editors split the chapters between them and
then double-checked each other’s work. We have striven to reproduce, correct,
and reformat the originals as accurately as possible, and it is our sincere hope
that we have achieved the high level of precision for which Carl is known. We
also acknowledge the help of Zane McGee in the substantial task of creating
comprehensive indices for the whole volume. We are most grateful to Henning
Ziebritzki and the rest of the team at Mohr Siebeck for their care in producing
this lengthy and complex volume, and we would also like to thank J6rg Frey for
accepting the volume into WUNT. Carl himself reviewed the full volume once
it was typeset, and readers may thus be assured that this volume represents the
authoritative versions of the essays contained here.

Jonathan M. Potter and Michael K.W. Suh



Author’s Preface

Exploring the ways in which Hellenistic values and traditions informed Judaism
during the Second Temple period has been one of my recurrent research interests.
While doing research for my doctoral dissertation at Cambridge in the 1970s, I
read Martin Hengel’s Judentum und Hellenismus and have been fascinated ever
since with the range of issues he addressed so provocatively.! Trying to figure
out how the complex set of questions relating to Christian origins relates to the
equally complex phenomenon of Hellenistic Judaism has taken me in several
different directions. At an early stage, I spent a good bit of time producing
serviceable text-and-translation editions of Jewish texts written in Greek that
were preserved only in the form of scattered quotations rather than as complete
works themselves. Since then, these fragmentary Hellenistic Jewish texts have
received even closer scrutiny, while at the same time being incorporated into
comprehensive treatments of Second Temple Judaism as well as into monographs
exploring various aspects of Judaism during this period.

This collection brings together essays that I have written over several decades
in which I explore specific interpretive problems arising in Hellenistic Jewish
texts. In some cases, these essays were related to the text-and-translation volumes
that I was preparing; in other cases, they were papers delivered at conferences
devoted to broader themes. It was only inevitable that the two other major
collections of Hellenistic Jewish writings — Philo of Alexandria and Josephus —
would be taken into account in these essays, which was already the case in my
Cambridge dissertation. Equally inevitable was the necessity to take into account
yet another corpus of Hellenistic Jewish writings — the Septuagint.

Along with essays that directly address certain aspects of Hellenistic Judaism
are included several that focus more specifically on the New Testament writings
themselves. Rather than seeing this as a thematic shift in which I move from ex-
ploring one discrete phenomenon — Hellenistic Judaism - to exploring another
social-historical reality — early Christianity, I see greater continuity in these lines
of inquiry. In one sense, the twenty-seven writings of the New Testament, with

! Martin Hengel, Judentum und Hellenismus: Studien zu ihrer Begegnung unter besonderer
Beriicksichtigung Palistinas bis zur Mitte des 2. Jahrbunderts vor Christus, 2nd rev. and en-
larged ed., WUNT 10 (Tiibingen: Mohr Siebeck, 1973); ET Judaism and Hellenism: Studies in
Their Encounter in Palestine during the Early Hellenistic Period, trans. John Bowden, 2 vols.
(Philadelphia: Fortress, 1974).



X Author’s Preface

the possible exception of Luke-Acts — and even that is now highly debatable —
can be read as Hellenistic Jewish writings. Like their roughly contemporary
counterparts Philo and Josephus, and the spate of earlier writers who produced
the Hellenistic Jewish fragmentary texts, along with those who produced the
Septuagint, the writers of the New Testament were Jews writing, and presumably
thinking, in Greek, even if in some cases Aramaic was their mother tongue. They
may have been articulating and promoting a particular form of Jewish mes-
sianism that eventually became a distinctive form of religious belief in its own
right, but in the first century and the early decades of the second century those
Christ-followers who were writing in various genres were operating with many
of the same assumptions as their Jewish counterparts in the land of Israel and in
other places such as Alexandria and Rome. Moreover, they were having to deal
with many of the same political and social challenges facing others who defined
themselves as heirs of Israel’s tradition.

Accordingly, rather than seeing these essays as organized around two sep-
arate themes — Hellenistic Judaism and Early Christianity — I invite readers to
see them as exploring the texts and traditions of the broader phenomenon of
Greek-speaking Judaism during the Second Temple period, in which specific
configurations of belief and practice can be identified.

The main responsibility for editing these essays has fallen to Jonathan Potter
and Michael Suh, and T owe both of them heartfelt thanks for their work. They
have worked hard to ensure precision and accuracy, but naturally I take full
responsibility for the content of the essays and for whatever imprecision and
inaccuracy remain.

March 18,2018 Carl R. Holladay



List of Abbreviations

For the following abbreviations of primary and secondary sources, we have followed the
SBL Handbook of Style, 2nd ed., wherever possible. For journals and series not listed
there, we have consulted Siegfried M. Schwertner, Internationales Abkiirzungsverzeichnis
fiir Theologie und Grenzgebiete, 3rd ed. (Berlin: de Gruyter, 2014). We have not listed ab-
breviations of the biblical books (including deuterocanonical works and LXX titles) nor
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or another language are given in parentheses.

Primary Sources

1 Clem. 1 Clement

1 En. 1Enoch

1QH? Hodayot?

1QM War Scroll

1QpHab Pesher Habakkuk

1QS Rule of the Community

2 Bar. 2Baruch

2 En. 2Enoch
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4QDP Damascus Document® (4Q267)
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Acts Paul Acts of Paul
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Ag. Ap. Josephus, Against Apion (Contra Apionem)

Alex. Plutarch, Alexander

Anab. Xenophon, Anabasis (The March Up Country)

Ant. Josephus, Antiguitates judaicae (Jewish Antiquities)

Apoc. Pet. Apocalypse of Peter

Apol. Plato, Apologia (Apology of Socrates)

Argon. Apollonius of Rhodes, Argonautica

Att. Cicero, Epistulae ad Atticum (Letters to Atticus)

Autol. Theophilus, Ad Autolycum (To Autolycus)

Bar

Baruch
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Bib. hist.
Carm.
CD
Cels.
Chaer.
Cher.
Cic.
Cim.
Cob.
Con. Jul.
Conf.

Contempl.

Cyr.
Decal.
Demon.
Descr.
Det.

Deus

Diatr.
Did.

Ecl.

Eloc.
Ench.
Ep(p).
Ep. Apos.
Epin.
Epitr.
Eth. nic.
Exp. Luc.

Fam.

Fast.

FHJA
Frg(s).

Fug.

Geogr.
Georg.

Gig.

Gk. Apoc. Ezra
Gorg.

Gos. Thom.
Gr. aff. cur.

Haer.
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Diodorus Siculus, Bibliotheca historica (Library of History)
Horace, Carmina (Odes)

Cairo Genizah Damascus Document

Origen, Contra Celsum (Against Celsus)

Chariton, De Chaerea et Callivhoe (Chaereas and Callirhoe)
Philo of Alexandria, De cherubim (On the Cherubim)

Plutarch, Cicero

Plutarch, Cimon

Pseudo-Justin, Cohortatio ad Graecos (Exhortation to the Greeks)
Cyril of Alexandria, Contra Julianum (Against Julian)

Philo of Alexandria, De confusione linguarum (On the Confusion of
Tongues)

Philo of Alexandria, De vita contemplativa (On the Contemplative
Life)

Xenophon, Cyropaedia

Philo of Alexandria, De decalogo (On the Decalogue)

Lucian of Samosata, Demonax

Pausanias, Graeciae descriptio (Description of Greece)

Philo of Alexandria, Quod deterius potiori insidari soleat (That the
Worse Attacks the Better)

Philo of Alexandria, Quod Deus sit immutabilis (That God Is Un-
changeable)

Epictetus, Diatribai (Dissertationes; Discourses)

Didache

Vergil, Eclogae (Eclogues)

Demetrius, De elocutione (Peri herméneias; On Style)

Epictetus, Enchiridion

Various writers, Epistle(s)

Epistle to the Apostles
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Ovid, Fasti (The Book of Days, or On the Roman Calendar)
Fragmentary Hellenistic Jewish Authors

Fragment(s)

Philo of Alexandria, De fuga et inventione (On Flight and Finding)
Strabo, Geographica (Geography)

Vergil, Georgica (Georgics)

Philo of Alexandria, De gigantibus (On Giants)

Greek Apocalypse of Ezra

Plato, Gorgias

Gospel of Thomas

Theodoret, De Graecarum affectionum curatione (On the Cure of
Greek Maladies)

Irenaeus, Adversus haereses (Against Heresies)
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Hom. Beat.
Hom. Hymn
Ign. Epbh.
1L

Inst.

los.

Iph. tanr.
Is. Os.
Isthm.
Jos. Asen.
Jub.

JW.

Leg.

Leg.
Legat.
Let. Aris.
Log.
Lives
LXX

Lys.

m.

Magn.
Mat. med.
Mem.
Men.
Metam.
Midr.
Migr.

Mon.
Mor.
Mos.
Mut.

MT

Names

Nat.

Nic.

NT

Num. Rab.
Od.

Odes Sol.
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Philo of Alexandria, Quis rerum divinarum heres sit (Who Is the
Heir of Divine Things?)

Euripides, Hercules furens (Madness of Hercules)

Various writers, Historiae (Histories)

Eusebius, Historia ecclesiastica (Ecclesiastical History)

Gregory of Nyssa, De beatitudinibus (Homilies on the Beatitudes)
Homeric Hymns

Ignatius, To the Ephesians

Homer, Iliad

Quintilian, Institutio oratoria (The Orator’s Education)

Philo of Alexandria, De Iosepho (On the Life of Joseph)

Euripides, Iphigenia taurica (Iphigeneia at Tauris)

Plutarch, De Iside et Osiride (Isis and Osiris)

Pindar, Isthmionikai (Isthmian Odes)

Joseph and Aseneth

Jubilees

Josephus, Jewish War (Bellum judaicum)

Cicero, De legibus (On the Laws)

Philo of Alexandria, Legum allegoriae (Allegorical Interpretation)
Philo of Alexandria, Legatio ad Gaium (On the Embassy to Gaius)
Letter of Aristeas

Logion (Saying)

Diogenes Laertius, Philosophon Bioi (Lives of Eminent Philosophers)
Greek Bible (Septuagint)

Dionysius of Halicarnassus, De Lysia (Lysias)

Mishnah

Ignatius, To the Magnesians

Pedanius Dioscorides, De materia medica (On Medical Material)
Xenophon, Memorabilia (Memoirs, or Conversations of Socrates)
Lucian of Samosata, Menippus (Necyomantia; Descent into Hades)
Ovid, Metamorphoses (Transformations)

Midrash

Philo of Alexandria, De migratione Abrahami (On the Migration of
Abraham)

Pseudo-Justin, De Monarchia (On the Monarchy of God)
Plutarch, Moralia (Morals, or Moral Matters)

Philo of Alexandria, De vita Mosis (On the Life of Moses)

Philo of Alexandria, De mutatione nominum (On the Change of
Names)

Masoretic Text

Rufus of Ephesus, De corporis humani appellationibus (Peri onoma-
sias [LS]]; On the Names of the Parts of the Human Body)
Tertullian, Ad nationes (To the Heathen)

Isocrates, Nicocles (Or. 3)

New Testament

Numbers Rabbah

Homer, Odyssey

Odes of Solomon
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OF
Op.
Opif.

Or.

Or. Graec.
oT

Per.
Phaed.
Phaedr.
Phaen.
Phoc.
Plant.
Pol.

Pol. Phil.
Pomp.
Post.
Praep. ev.
Pre. Pet.
Princ.
Prob.

[Probl.]
Prot.
Protr.
Prov.
Ps.-Phoc.
Pss. Sol.
Pyth.
QG

Rab.

Rer. nat.
Resp.
Rbet.
Rom.
Rom. Hist.
Sacr.

Sat.
Scorp.

Serm. Dom.

Sib. Or.
Sifre Num.
Somn.
Soph.

Spec.

Stoic. rep.
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Orphica Fragmenta

Hesiod, Opera et dies (Works and Days)

Philo of Alexandria, De opificio mundi (On the Creation of the
World)

Various writers, Oration(s)

Tatian, Oratio ad Graecos (Pros Hellenas; Oration to the Greeks)
Old Testament

Plutarch, Pericles

Plato, Phaedo

Plato, Phaedrus

Aratus, Phaenomena

Plutarch, Phocion

Philo of Alexandria, De plantatione (On Planting)

Aristotle, Politica (Politics)

Polycarp, To the Philippians

Plutarch, Pompeins (Pompey)

Philo of Alexandria, De posteritate Caini (On the Posterity of Cain)
Eusebius, Praeparatio evangelica (Preparation for the Gospel)
Preaching of Peter (Kerygma Petri)
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Rabbah
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Philo of Alexandria, De somniis (On Dreams)

Isocrates, In sophistas (Or. 13)

Philo of Alexandria, De specialibus legibus (On the Special Laws)
Plutarch, De Stoicorum repugnantiis (On Stoic Self-contradictions)
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1. The Portrait of Moses in Ezekiel the Tragedian®

One of the more intriguing facets of religious propaganda is the manner in which
revered figures of the past are interpreted by the adherents and proponents of
the religious heritage in which those figures played a formative role. Critical
analysis of these interpretations yields valuable historical information on at least
two fronts. First, the mirror-image syndrome implicit in such interpretations
makes it possible to achieve greater historical clarity about the personality types
and ethical ideals dominant within a given era and sufficiently popular to elicit or
repel admiration and imitation. This obviously yields valuable information about
the proponents themselves. Second, our understanding of the inner dynamics
of religious propaganda is broadened. Traditions about religious figures are no-
toriously susceptible to historical transgressions. The resulting portraits easily
render the historical figures giving rise to them unrecognizable, but the same
process that tends to detach the portrait from history produces the distinctive
modifications within the traditions. These modifications become the raw data for
reconstructing the distinctive features of the portrait as well as for recognizing
the distinctive stages through which the propaganda has passed.

An unusual tradition about Moses preserved by Ezekiel the Tragedian, a
Hellenistic Jewish author who flourished in the mid-second century BCE in
Alexandria, poses some interesting questions when examined as one of the nu-
merous cameos of Moses which emerged within Hellenistic Jewish propaganda.
The passage is as follows:

3 Néyel 8t adtdg & Muwotig 80 duotBainy mpdg Tov mevBepdy odTwg Twg:
“E80&’ 8povg kot dicpar Zivalov Bpdvoy
5 uéya TV elvou uéypig obpavod TTuyde,
&v 76 xaBjoBou bt yevvaidy Tva
Buadnu’ Exovto kol péyo oxATTPOY YEPL
edwvipy udhioto. debid 8¢ pot
tvevoe, xdyo Tpdobev toTdfny Bpdvou.

10 oxfmTpov 0¢ pot mapédwke kal eig Opdvov péyay
elmey xaBfjoBou Baoihixdy & Edwicé pot
Suddnue el adTdg Ex Bpdvav ywpiletat.
gyt 8 2o€idov Y7y dmaoay EykukAoy

* “The Portrait of Moses in Ezekiel the Tragedian,” in Society of Biblical Literature 1976
Seminar Papers, SBLSP 10 (Missoula, MT: Scholars Press, 1976), 447-52.
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ol #vepBe yautog kol E50mepBey ovpavod,
15 ol pol Tt mhijBog o Tépwy Tpds yolvata
EmT, &yo 0t TdvTog pBunaduny,
Képod Tapiyev &g TapeuBold) Bpotdv.
elt’ gudoPnBeig eEaviotay’ € Hrvov.
6 8¢ TevBepdg adTod TOV Svelpov Emikpivel obTwe:
20 Q) Eéve, kahdv oot TolT Eajunvey Bede:
Lam 8, &ty oot TadTae cvpBal<v>y ToTé.
apd ye péyav T’ Eavaotiiaelg Bpévov
ol abtdg Bpafedaei kol kabnyrioy Bpot@vs
10 8 eloBeacBout Y7y 8Anv T olkovpévyy
25 el Té D1eévepBe kol Hmp odpavdv Beod
8eL ¢ T 8yt 6 Te mpoToD T4 B Yorepov.! |

The passage occurs in the E&aywyy, notable among other things for being the
longest extant fragment of a Hellenistic tragedy. One of several tragedies com-
posed by Ezekiel, it is a five-act drama which probably spanned the events of
Moses’s life from his birth to the encampment at Elim. As one might expect,
Moses is the biblical figure who receives the most attention in the drama, al-
though he is but one of the dramatis personae, along with Zipporah, Raguel (=
Jethro), God, and a member of the pursuing Egyptian army; brief reference is
made at the outset to Jacob. A perusal of the extant 269 lines of the drama reveals
that Ezekiel’s aim was more than simply to depict the life of Moses. The dream
scene apparently served to bridge the gap between the first and second act.

The portrait of Moses in the dream seems clearly intended for outsiders in
spite of Tcherikover’s insistence that Hellenistic Jewish Alexandrian literature
was written to bolster the faith of Jews who were coming to grips with Helleni-
zation.? If Jewish aversion to the theatre still obtained in Alexandria at this time
as the less than complimentary reference to Theodectus in Let. Aris. 316 suggests,
this would hardly have been the ideal way of addressing Jews. Moreover, the
lengthy description of the origin and manner of celebrating the Passover (Denis
212: 30{f.) would be an admirable attempt to explain this apparently strange
custom to persons unfamiliar with it, or perhaps curious about it. Propagandic
intentions are further suggested by the speech of the Egyptian soldier (édyyghoc,
Denis 214: 3) into whose mouth Ezekiel places the description of the crossing of
the Red Sea. Toward the end of the soldier’s speech Ezekiel employs the common
stylistic device of placing a confessional formula in the mouth of a pagan, a point
that would not easily be missed by a pagan reader. But perhaps the most cogent
argument suggesting Ezekiel’s ulterior motives is his choice of Greek tragedy as

!'Text and line numeration from Albert-Marie Denis, Fragmenta Pseudepigraphorum Quae
Supersunt Graeca: Una cum Historicorum et Auctorum Judaeorum Hellenistarum Fragmentis,
PVTG 3 (Leiden: Brill, 1970), 210. References cited to the text in Denis are as follows: page
number in Denis followed by line(s) number.

2 Victor Tcherikover, “Jewish Apologetic Literature Reconsidered,” Eos 48 (1956) 169-93.
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a literary genre. Some idea of the extent of his literary pretensions is the mere
inclusion of the dream scene itself. For the most part Ezekiel adheres closely
to the LXX. Even when he embroiders it, as when he fills in the gap between
Exod 2:10 and 2:11 by including a brief resumé of Moses’s childhood, it is mild
in comparison with the highly embellished birth-youth traditions in Josephus
(Ant. 2.205-237). Neither the dream nor the interpretation is found in the biblical
account, and considering Ezekiel’s usual scrupulous adherence to the biblical
narrative, this is all the more remarkable. The most plausible explanation is pro-
vided by those who have noticed his dependence upon classical Greek models,
Euripides in particular. Since it was a stock stylistic device to incorporate a dream
into the narrative of Greek tragedies, it is clear that Ezekiel includes the dream
scene to impress his readers with a knowledge of Greek literary conventions as
well as his finesse in handling them.

One major interpretive problem is determining the fundamental portrait of
Moses that Ezekiel intends to emerge from the dream scene. Those who see
the image of Moses as king as the dominant element of the portrait point to the
prominence of the heavenly throne (lines 4, 9, 10, 12) and the conferral of the
regal trappings upon Moses. Yet this image is neither undiluted nor pervasive.
If the dominant image of the dream is Moses the king, the dominant image of
Raguel’s interpretation (lines 20-26) is Moses the prophet. The throne motif of
the dream is picked up in Raguel’s interpretation (line 22), yet his subsequent
role in not articulated | with Bacthetew terminology, as one might expect, but in
the somewhat surprising formulation xai adtd Bpafevoeig kot kabnyvion Bpotay
(line 23). Even more remote from the kingship image is Raguel’s final prediction
in line 26. The net result is a double exposure of two distinct images.

The juxtaposition of two distinct images may be intentional as was Philo’s
quintuple portrait of Moses over a century later (Mos. 2.2-3). Or, it is possible
that the prophetic image, being the interpretation of the dream, is intended to
override the monarchical image. Another possibility is that a common portrait
lies beneath both images and that what appear to be separate images are but dif-
ferent aspects of this common image. This third possibility we shall pursue in
this paper.

The question of sources and interpretation are, as always, difficult to separate,
for if the sources upon which Ezekiel drew in composing the dream scene could
be isolated and identified with any degree of certainty, one could perhaps inter-
pret the overall portrait with greater assurance.

The depiction of the heavenly throne in the dream employs OT motifs, but
their final blend results in a peculiarly distinctive image. The OT records fre-
quent exchanges between Moses and God (Exod 3:1-4:17, 21-23; 5:22-7:19;
passim), but the throne of God motif does not figure in them. A throne in the
heavens is common enough in the OT (Pss 9:5, 8; 10:4; 44:7 [?]; 46:9; 88:15; 92:2;
96:2; 102:19), but it is not identified with Sinai. Under the monarchy Israel’s
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kings as God’s appointees in a sense sat upon God’s throne since He established
the throne and since the throne as an institution extended beyond a single ruler
and thus could be called 8pévog Baaihelng xvplov &mt Tov Iopanh (1 Chr 28:5). It is
most often associated with David and Solomon, who figure most prominently in
rabbinic speculations about the throne of God, although the rabbis understood
Moses’s reception of the rod of God (Exod 4:20) to mean that he was given the
royal scepter of God (Midr. Ps 21:2).

Certain motifs Ezekiel may have derived from the dreams that he knows
from the OT, especially the dreams of Jacob (Gen 28), Isaiah (Isa 6), Daniel
(Dan 7), and possibly Joseph (Gen 37), although the differences are striking.
The unadorned throne of the dream scene (lines 4-5) sharply contrasts with
the elaborate and sometimes grotesque imagery that characterizes the throne
descriptions of Isa 6:11f., Ezek 1:26 (cf. 10:1), Dan 7:91ff. (cf. 1 Kgs 10:18; 2 Chr
9:17). The anthropomorphic appearance of the figure seated upon the throne
(line 6) is far closer to the figure in Ezek 1:26 than to the enthroned Lord of Isa
6:1, or even to the Ancient of Days of Dan 7:22. Although it is never explicitly
said that the figure seated upon the throne is God, the fact that the throne reaches
to the vaults of heaven (line 5) makes this identification probable.

As for Moses’s being seated on the heavenly throne on which he assumes the
sceptre and crown, Ezekiel’s rendition of the vision is singular when compared
with other traditions depicting dreams involving the throne of God. In the bib-
lical visions connected with prophetic calls (Ezek 1:4-2:11; Isa 6:1-13) the throne
of God appears but no mention is made of the prophet’s taking a seat upon the
throne. The throne and the accompanying imagery bear no direct connection
with the prophet nor his call except to underscore the majesty and sublimity of
the God who issues the commission. |

The Targum of Jonathan on Gen 28:1, which mentions “Jacob the pious,
whose likeness is inlaid in the throne of glory,” although illuminating because
it shows how the patriarchs were glorified in rabbinic traditions, does not bear
directly upon our passage since Jacob is not made to sit on the heavenly throne.
There are also parallels in the midrashic interpretation of Exod 7:1, in which
God’s declaration to Moses, “I appoint you a god ...” is interpreted as a display
of God’s magnanimity. Unlike a mortal king who allows no one else to ride his
horse, sit on his throne, wear his crown, God “assigns glory to those who fear
him,” i.e., he shares the signs of his dignity with his vicegerents: Solomon sits on
his throne, Elijah rides on his horse (i.e., the whirlwind), Moses holds his sceptre,
Messiah wears his crown, Israel wears his mantle, Moses is called by his own
name (Exod. Rab. 8.1; also Ps. Rab. 21.2). Nevertheless, the distance between
these midrashic passages and the Moses dream in Ezekiel is considerable.

Much closer, both in verbal and conceptual similarity, is the enthronement of
the messianic Elect One in 1Enoch. In almost identical language 1 Enoch tells
of the Lord who seats the Elect One upon His throne from which he executes
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judgment and righteousness upon the earth (62.11f,; cf. 55.4; 61.8; 69.27). Moses’s
vision of the heights and depths of the universe along with his knowledge of
heavenly things (lines 13-14, 24-25) closely resembles the description of Enoch’s
vision in 1 En. 17-18. This raises the interesting possibility that certain features
of Ezekiel’s portrait are derived from apocalyptic traditions, although it should
be noticed that the strong eschatological note of 1 Enoch is absent from Ezekiel.
While it is true that the throne mentioned in Raguel’s interpretation is to be
erected in the future and line 21 may be a cryptic reference to the distance of the
event, there are no indications that Ezekiel has in mind a final judgment scene in
which Moses will be God’s vicegerent who judges all men as is the case in 1 En.
61-62.

Another motif that may have OT antecedents is the submission of the “host of
stars” to Moses (lines 15-16), which may recall Gen 37:9, since the astral motif
within a dream is common to both.

This admittedly sketchy review of the traditions that have been suggested as
the sources upon which Ezekiel draws in formulating the dream scene succeeds
only in underscoring the multiplex nature of the portrait rather than providing a
coherent interpretation of the portrait of Moses that emerges. Although a certain
reluctance is required in proposing yet another tradition that may illuminate the
Moses-portrait, there are justifiable reasons for doing so.

To state the thesis briefly, the portrait of Moses that emerges from the dream
is heavily influenced by the image of the mantis as it had developed in the Greek
classical tradition. This image not only provides the basis for a coherent inter-
pretation of both the dream and interpretation, but also suggests a plausible
explanation for the emergence of this portrait within an Alexandrian Sitz im
Leben. |

Heinemann may be correct in asserting that Ezekiel borrows only the rech-
nigue of including a dream, not the content of the dream itself, from the Greek
dramatists, but there are features of the dream scene that suggest otherwise.?
The prediction that Moses, from the vantage point of his newly erected throne,
will see “the present, the past, and the future” (line 26) is a strikingly non-OT
depiction of the prophetic role. Yet it bears a remarkable resemblance to Homer’s
description of the mantis Calchas: 8¢ jon td T &évta td 7" 2oodpeve mpd T eévta (11
1.70). The identical formula is employed in Hesiod, Theog. 36-39, of the Muses;
also worth noticing in this same connection is Theog. 32 where the inspired
poet’s role as spokesman for the gods is indicated by his reception of the sceptre;
compare lines 7 and 10 of the dream scene. Of Proteus the seer (vates), Vergil,
Georg. 4.392-393 writes: ... novit namque omnia vates, quae sint, quae fuerint,
quae mox ventura trabantur. Similarly, in Ovid, Metam. 1.517-518, it is said of
Apollo: ... guod eritque, fuitque, estque patet.

3 1. Heinemann, “Moses,” PW 16.1: 365.
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By employing what appears to have been an ancient Greek formula for de-
scribing prophecy, Ezekiel clearly intends to locate Moses within the tradition
of the Greek seer. His omission of the actual term mantis may be owing to its
unfavorable connotations in the LXX (cf. Deut 18:10, 14; 2Kgs 17:17; et al.).
In Euripides and the tragedians the mantis is a familiar and respectable figure,
as seen in Euripides, Iph. taur. 711-714, where it is implied that for a mantis to
practice deception is exceptional behavior.

If our suggestion is correct that Ezekiel’s portrait of Moses in line 26 was
drawn from the Greek mantis tradition, it is possible to interpret the throne
motif within the same conceptual framework, thus resolving the apparent con-
flict of two distinct images in the dream scene.

The incorporation of classical Greek depictions of the throne of Zeus into
Jewish depictions of the throne of God is seen as early as Aristobulus, Ezekiel’s
near-contemporary and fellow Alexandrian whose dependence upon Orphic
traditions is indisputable.

In Euripides, Iph. tanr. 1249-1258, in which Apollo’s oracle is being vindi-
cated over against Iphigenia’s dream, the mantis and the throne motif occur in a
combination strikingly similar to what we find in Ezekiel. Phoebus establishes
his right to the oracles and from this “throne of truth” (2v devdel Opéve, Iph.
taunr. 1254) dispenses the divine oracles to mortals (Iph. taur. 1255-1256). Thus
it is from this throne that he executes his mantic role over mortals. The same
combination is seen in Aeschylus, Eum. 616, where Apollo issues his judicial
verdict pavricoiow &v Bpdvorg (cf. also v. 29, Emerta pdvrig & Bpdvoug kabildvw).

A coherent interpretation is achieved if lines 20-26 are seen as portraying
Moses in the role of the Greek mantis, most notably Apollo. The dream and Ra-
guel’s interpretation are logically coherent when it is remembered that as a mantis
Apollo issues his oracles under the promptings of Zeus. In fact, lines 4-17,
especially 10-12, of the dream scene may very well have been inspired by a pas-
sage such as Aeschylus, Eum. 17-19, in which Zeus seats Apollo as mantis upon
his throne with the result that Apollo becomes Awbg mpodvitng. |

As the spokesman for Zeus, Apollo can function in a judicial role as when he
is called upon to be the advocate for Orestes (Aeschylus, Eum. 609-621). Not
surprisingly, the mantic role of Apollo shades off into his legislative role. The
widespread influence of the oracle of Apollo at Delphi was connected with his
role as the one who issued divinely given laws, and he was indeed looked to as
the source of divine law; he was also regarded as the “national expositor.”

Against this background Ezekiel’s portrait of Moses becomes more intelli-
gible. The interchange between Moses and God may be seen as an intention-
al counterpart to the Zeus-Apollo relationship in which Apollo serves as the
spokesman for Zeus. The divine investiture signals the authentication of Moses
as God’s spokesman. By incorporating the dream into the drama, Ezekiel has
no intentions of portraying Moses as a king per se. The throne he is to set up is
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the throne on which he is to act as arbiter and guide of mortals, on which he has
access to the divine secrets of the universe, and to the knowledge of the present,
past, and future; in short, the mantic throne - or, if properly understood, the
prophetic throne. By formulating the dream in these terms he is consciously
placing Moses in direct competition with Apollo, the spokesman of Zeus, the one
who issues divinely given laws, the arbiter and guide of mortals. The ecumenical
tendency, as reflected in the extensive use of universal language (lines 13, 16, 17,
23-24), cannot be unintentional and serves to underscore the universal extent of
Moses’s influence. The audience (readers) would hardly fail to see the point of
the dream scene: Sinai replaces Delphi as the place where the divine oracles are
issued; Moses replaces Apollo as the spokesman for God; accordingly, the whole
of mankind is to seek the divine will not from the oracle of Apollo at Delphi, but
from the law of God given to Moses at Sinai.
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2. Demetrius the Chronographer
as Historian and Apologist*

The beginnings of Hellenistic Jewish propaganda, after the Greek translation
of the Pentateuch, are linked with Demetrius the Chronographer,! whose work
Concerning the Kings in Judaea® was written in Alexandria during the reign
of Ptolemy IV Philopator (ca. 221-204 BCE).? Using the Greek Bible as his
primary, if not his only source,* he composed a chronicle of biblical events
punctuated with chronographical calculations whose complexity is surpassed
only by their ingenuity. The fragments of this chronicle, preserved first by

* “Demetrius the Chronographer as Historian and Apologist,” in Christian Teaching: Studies
in Honor of Lemoine G. Lewis, ed. Everett Ferguson (Abilene, TX: Abilene Christian Univer-
sity, 1981), 117-29.

! In addition to the literature mentioned in Emil Schiirer, Geschichte des jiidischen Volkes
im Zeitalter Jesu Christi, 4th ed. (Leipzig: Hinrichs, 1909), 3:472ff., and Albert-Marie Denis,
Introduction aux psendépigraphes grecs d’ancien testament, SVIP 1 (Leiden: Brill, 1970), 248 ff.,
see Moses Gaster, “Demetrius und Seder Olam: Ein Problem der hellenistischen Literatur,” in
Festskrift i anledning af professor David Simonsens 70-aarige fodselsdag (Copenhagen: Hertz,
1923), 243-52; reprinted in Moses Gaster, Studies and Texts in Folklore, Magic, Mediaeval Ro-
mance, Hebrew Apocrypha, and Samaritan Archaeology (London: Maggs, 1925-1928), 2:650—
59; Ben Zion Wacholder, “Biblical Chronology in the Hellenistic World Chronicles,” HTR 61
(1968): 451-81, esp. 452-58; now incorporated, with further material, in Expolemus: A Study
of Judaeo-Greek Literature, HUCM 3 (Cincinnati: Hebrew Union College-Jewish Institute of
Religion, 1974); Elias J. Bickerman, “The Jewish Historian Demetrios,” in Christianity, Judaism
and Other Greco-Roman Cults, ed. Jacob Neusner (Leiden: Brill, 1975), 3:72-84. Josephus, Ag.
Ap. 1.218, confusing him with Demetrius of Phalerum, lists him among the pagans who attest
the antiquity of the Jews. Eusebius, Hist. eccl. 6.13.7, correctly identifies him as one of the Jew-
ish writers who argue for the antiquity of the Jews. Jacob Freudenthal, Alexander Polyhistor
und die von ihm erbaltenen Reste judiischer und samaritanischer Geschichtswerke (Breslau:
Skutsch, 1875), 80, refers to him as “the first original author among the Jewish Hellenists.” Ben
Zion Wacholder, “Pseudo-Eupolemus’ Two Greek Fragments on Abraham,” HUCA 34 (1963):
87n29, remarks, “Except for the LXX itself, Demetrius the Chronographer (221-204 BCE) is
the oldest known Greek writer on a biblical theme.”

2 On the discrepant titles of the work, see Freudenthal, Alexander Polyhbistor, 205.

3 Contra Freudenthal, Alexander Polyhistor, 57-65, who argues for the reign of Ptolemy III
Euergetes (246-221 BCE), one of the few points Freudenthal seems to have lost. See Alfred
von Gutschmid, “Zeit und Zeitrechnung der jiidischen Historiker Demetrios und Eupolemos,”
Kleine Schriften (Leipzig: Teubner, 1890), 2:186-95, esp. 186-91.

* See Freudenthal, Alexander Polyhistor, 40-41; 50-51; also Henry B. Swete, An Introduction
to the Old Testament in Greek (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1902; repr., 1968),
17-18, 369-70.
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— Use of Homer 148-53, 203
— Walter, N. 183n1

Theognis 95, 142

Theological geography 590

Theomachus, God-fighter 116, 329

Theophilus, Jewish author 156, 182,
185nn12-13, 189

Theosophia Tubingensis, see Tiibingen
Theosophy

Theseus, moral paradigm 305

Third race 605, 605n26

Thomas, Acts of 444n26

Thomas Aquinas, St. 464—68

Timothy, circumcision 608

Timothy, hometown 615n53

Torrey, C.C., Aramaic Acts 315-16

Tubingen Theosophy 59, 63n12, 76-77,
80n1, 84, 99

Tyrannus, lecture hall 604

Tyrant’s death, literary topos 329, 329n89

Universe, single cause 631
Unknown God 604

- Cults 629

— Interpretive options 629-30
Unknown gods, Pausanias 629

Valentinus 444n26

Vaphres, King of Egypt 117n26, 118,
121-22, 137

Via Sebaste 609

Vicarious expiation 236

Virtues, four cardinal 436-37, 447, 454,
456-58, 464

Waelkens, M. 609n32

Water, Cosmic glue 212

Way, showing the 299-300

Wesley, John 473-77

Wheelwright, P., symbols 431n36

Wilcox-Emerton debate 316, 316nn22-24

Wilcox, M., Acts Semitisms 315-16

Wisdom of Solomon 36n1, 37, 45, 105, 173,
234, 236-37, 239, 570

Word of exhortation 611

Wordelman, A., Lystra literary constructions
615-16

Worms, Edict of 468n121

Xenophanes, critique of poetic myths 18

Zeno 613
Zeus 604
- Apollo 8-9
— Aratus, Phaenomena 202,632, 633n46
— Barnabas 615
— Castor and Pollux 604
— Cleanthes, Hymn 633n48
- Jewish authorship 74n19
— Jupiter 616n55
— Lystra 615-16
— Phidias 634n50
— Ps.-Orpheus 74, 86-88, 90-96, 101, 141
— Source of calamities 143
— Temple in Tyre 122, 136
- Two jars 142
— Yahweh 50, 202, 630n31
Zipporah 4,11, 14, 50, 52, 57, 107n7, 108n14
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