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To enter into the thinking of 'Barnabas' and his 
tradition requires great patience and a touch of 
imagination. 

Philip Carrington 
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A note on texts and translations used in this work 

The text of Barnabas used in this work is the one edited by Klaus WENGST 
(1984). When in a few cases I depart from this text, it will be noted. The 
text critical signs are the same as in WENGST'S edition: S = Codex Sinai-
ticus; H = Codex Hierosolymitanus; V = Codex Vaticanus graecus 859; 
L = the Latin translation. 

As a standard English translation I have chosen Edgar GOODSPEED'S 
edition of 1950. If nothing else is noted, this text is used - with the following 
alterations: the Greek word Siaflij/a/ is always rendered "covenant" (and not 
"agreement"); rviroq is translated "type" (not "symbol") and "righteousness" 
is used instead of "uprightness". 

In some instances, however, another text is quoted, the one most fre-
quently used in addition to GOODSPEED being the translation by Michael W . 
HOLMES (revision of LIGHTFOOT/HARMER; 1 9 9 2 ) . This is indicated in the 
footnotes. 

Biblical quotations are taken from the Revised Standard Version. Classical 
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WILLIAMS ' translation is used for the Dialogue, Thomas B. FALLS ' transla-
tion for his other works. Translations from the Pseudepigrapha are quoted 
according to OTP\ rabbinic works according to the editions found in the 
Bibliography. 





Part One 
INTRODUCTION 

1.1. The Epistle of Barnabas in Recent Research 

Barnabas has been characterized as "an extremely important document for 
the student of Christian origins"1 and it has been suggested that it could turn 
out to be a "theologiegeschichtliche Quelle ersten Ranges".2 Nevertheless, 
in recent research Barnabas finds itself "eher am Rande der Forschung";3 

it is appropriately called "a somewhat mysterious and understudied docu-
ment".4 In the last century and at the beginning of this century, however, 
it attracted more interest, and we shall briefly sketch the history of research, 
focusing on the main issues during the last hundred years. 

In the last century numerous contributions to Barnabas emerged. Many 
of them were historically oriented, concentrating on questions of introduc-
tion. Typical was the discussion about whether the apostle Barnabas could 
be the author. Today this is no longer a matter of discussion. With a single 
possible exception, nobody seems to claim an apostolic authorship.5 

Another issue was the dating of the work, a question mainly connected 
with the interpretation of 4:3-6a and 16:3-4. Since both these texts are rather 
ambiguous, the dating is still a matter of dispute.6 

One of the most disputed questions around the turn of the century was the 
integrity of the letter. Far-fetched hypotheses about different redactions and 
interpolations were put forward, e.g. by Johannes Weiss in 1888 and Daniel 
Volter in 1904, but none of them was generally approved. In more recent 
years the theory about interpolations has had few advocates,7 and the inte-

1 KRAFT 1960:336. 
2 VIELHAUER 1 9 7 5 : 6 1 2 . 
3 WENGST 1971:1. This holds true even today. 
4 WILSON 1 9 9 2 : 6 1 0 . 
5 See further below, section 1.5.1. 
6 See further below, section 1.3. 
7 The last example is ROBILLARD 1971. 



2 Introduction 

grity of the writing has been accepted by the great majority of scholars.8 

Related to this question is the source critical approach to Barnabas. This 
was seriously taken up by Hans Windisch in his seminal commentary from 
1920, Der Barnabasbrief in the HNT-series. In fact there are few other 
books which have had a corresponding influence on Barnabas-research. In 
an eminent way he utilized the results of the critical research on Barnabas 
so far, and laid the fundament for most of the research to come for many 
decades. The results of his work may be summarized in the following way: 

1) Barnabas is not a uniform writing; it is made up of different elements. 
In Windisch's view the most secure result of his research was that the author 
utilized two "Vorlagen": "Testimonenstoff und Didachestoff'.9 

2) Barnabas is "eigentlich kein Brief, sondern ein leicht in Briefform ge-
kleideter erbaulicher Traktat".10 

3) There was no concrete occasion behind the writing of Barnabas. "Ein 
aktueller Anlaß konnte nicht entdeckt werden."11 

All later Barnabas-research seems more or less to have accepted these views. 
This is evident in two ways. First: no one has really questioned Windisch's 
opinion on the literary character and occasion of Barnabas. In other words, 
items 2) and 3) have been taken for granted and are barely discussed in 
recent works. Second, recent research has been dominated by the view that 
Barnabas is no uniform writing. Most attention has been given to the sources 
and traditions used by Barnabas. 

8 GOODSPEED is the only important exception. In his view the original Barnabas, 
written about 130, consisted of chaps. 1-17; a generation later it was enlarged by the Two 
Ways material, taken from the Greek original of Doctrina Apostolorum. The original 
edition of Barnabas is thus to be found in the Latin version with its 17 chapters 
(1945:235; cf. 1950:286). This argument is highly doubtful. It is much more probable 
that the Latin translator has shortened the Greek original. The fact that he has transported 
the doxology of 12:7 to the end of chap. 17 points in the same direction: it was obviously 
done to give the shortened version a "klangvollen Abschluss" (WENGST 1984:110). This 
means that the Latin version should not be used as evidence for a shorter edition of 
Barnabas (cf. also ANDRY 1951). Besides, the language and content of the whole letter 
clearly point to the conclusion that Barnabas from the beginning consisted of chaps. 1-21, 
i.e. had its present shape. See on the whole question MUILENBURG 1929:15-16 and 109-
135 . 

9 WINDISCH 1 9 2 0 : 4 1 0 . 
1 0 W I N D I S C H 1 9 2 0 : 4 1 1 . 
11 WINDISCH 1 9 2 0 : 4 1 1 . 



1.1. The Epistle of Barnabas in Recent Research 3 

In the first decades following Windisch's commentary the relation to 
Didache was the focus of scholarly interest. Many contributions, mainly from 
British scholars, dealt specifically with that question.12 Many of these 
scholars held the view that Barnabas was the author of the Two Ways section 
found both in Barnabas and Didache. More recently this theory has been in 
decline, and today there seems to be a growing consensus that both Barnabas 
and the author of Didache are dependent on an earlier Jewish source.13 

More directly related to the question of sources were two major works on 
Barnabas from 1961: Pierre Prigent, Les Testimonia dans le Christianisme 
Primitif. L'Epitre de Barnabe I-XVI et ses Sources,14 and Robert A. Kraft, 
The Epistle of Barnabas, its Quotations and their Sources. Prigent renewed 
Windisch's theory that Barnabas made use of testimonia, and presented a 
rather comprehensive hypothesis about the sources. In his view Barnabas 
was made up of four different types of traditions: 1) anti-cultic testimonies, 
2) 'midrashic' traditions, 3) Messianic testimonies and 4) other material 
(from Jewish apocalyptic writings, Two Ways material and 'targumic' para-
phrases). 

Prigent's theory was met with reservations,15 and the whole testimony-
hypothesis is still debated. With regard to Barnabas it seems justified to say 
that a "modest form of it is defensible".16 

Kraft's dissertation was devoted to the many quotations in Barnabas, their 
text-form and possible sources. His treatment of text-form is very detailed 
and accurate, and is still the standard work on this topic. With regard to the 
question of sources, Kraft concluded that Barnabas utilized traditions "from 
a hellenistic Jewish school tradition" which were "Christianized by means 
of editorial comments which hold the traditional material together."17 

The approach used in the two last-mentioned works reflects common 
methods within New Testament research at the time: form criticism and 
history of tradition. Thus attention was given to what was behind the text 
and not to the final product. Consequently both Prigent and Kraft could 

1 2 S e e MUILENBURG 1 9 2 9 ; BURKITT 1 9 3 2 ; ROBINSON 1 9 3 4 ; CONNOLLY 1 9 3 2 and 
1 9 3 7 a - b ; STREETER 1 9 3 6 ; CADBURY 1 9 3 6 ; GOODSPEED 1 9 4 5 ; c f . s u r v e y in ANDRY 
1949:60-68, 231-253. 

13 Cf. SCHOEDEL 1989:467. See also below 2.5.1.2. 
14 It should, however, be noted that PRIGENT'S book is primarily a work on testimonies 

in early Christianity and not on Barnabas. 
15 Cf . the recension o f STEGEMANN (1962) . KRAFT (1962) was more positive. 
16 SCHOEDEL 1989:469. The most recent discussion of the subject is found in 

CARLETON PAGET 1 9 9 4 : 9 0 - 9 4 . 
17 KRAFT 1961, appended summary, p. 4; cf. p. 286. 
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concentrate on chapters 1-16 without taking the letter as a whole into con-
sideration.18 Typical also is the evaluation of the author of Barnabas -
found in Kraft's commentary on the epistle from 1965: "He has not consis-
tently digested his materials so that they become a part of him; he has not 
integrated them by means of a perspective which may be called, in a special 
way, his own. Rather, his tradition speaks through him."19 

Barnabas' use of traditions was also an important part of Klaus Wengst's 
book Tradition und Theologie des Barnabasbriefes from 1971. His aim was 
to map the theology of the letter, and he asked: What is traditional material 
and what is the author's contribution?20 His approach had thus much in 
common with redaction criticism, at that time flourishing in biblical studies. 
Wengst's conclusion was: "Die Theologie des Barnabas ist also nicht sein 
eigenes Werk, sondern seine Theologie ist nicht anderes als die Theologie 
der Schule, der er angehort."21 In other words: Wengst, too, suggested that 
Barnabas was a product of school tradition.22 In contrast to earlier 
research, however, he stressed the unity of the letter. There was no discrep-
ancy between the traditions and the editorial comments. 

The thread from Wengst is also followed in the latest major work on 
Barnabas, James Carleton Paget's dissertation: The Epistle of Barnabas. 
Outlook and BackgroundP One of his main tasks is to examine the results 
of earlier research with regard to tradition and redaction, especially in 
connection with the works of Prigent and Wengst. With Wengst he argues 
for the theological coherence of the epistle, but denies that Barnabas is 
representative of a single tradition. Following Prigent, he claims that the 
author has made use of different traditions, which were perhaps in tension 
with each other. The specific theological outlook of the epistle is thus due 
to the creativity of its author, "a creativity that may at times lie in the 
combination of traditions, and at other times in his own particular interjec-

18 In his review of PRIGENT'S book STEGEMANN ( 1 9 6 2 : 1 5 0 ) called attention to this 
problem. He also pointed out that Prigent had "forgotten" to deal with chap. 13! (p. 146). 

1 9 KRAFT 1965:2 (with regard to an author-editor of the type we meet in Barnabas and 
Didache). Kraft's commentary is probably the best in the English language, containing 
many useful observations. 

20 The approach of W E N G S T ' S work is undoubtedly based on the proposal of 
STEGEMANN ( 1 9 6 2 : 1 5 1 - 1 5 2 ) . 

2 1 W E N G S T 1 9 7 1 : 7 0 . 
22 Following a suggestion by W . BOUSSET 1915:312f. Cf. also KRAFT 1961 (quoted 

above, on p.3) and LIETZMANN (1949:218) who thinks the Scriptural quotations are 
"derived from the tradition of some catechumen school". 

2 3 CARLETON PAGET 1994. The work was published after the completion of my own 
dissertation. Thus reference to his work is mainly limited to the footnotes. 
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tions".24 In other words, the epistle "constitutes a mélange of traditions and 
ideas, brought together and adapted to form a moderately coherent theo-
logy".25 In stressing the distinctive outlook of Barnabas and the creativity 
of its author, Carleton Paget is in no way typical of recent research.26 

As becomes clear from the survey above, the main focus in Barnabas-
research during the last several generations has been on traditions and 
sources. Also other questions have been dealt with, but few have been 
treated thoroughly. The only exception may be some theological issues, in 
particular the eschatology of the letter.27 But many central questions have 
been more or less ignored. It is those questions which will be in focus in this 
work. 

2 4 CARLETON PAGET 1 9 9 4 : 1 8 2 ; c f . 1 8 4 and 2 6 2 . C f . a l s o AONO 1 9 7 9 : 2 1 3 : "Es s che in t 
uns, dass Barnabas mehr redaktionelle Zufügungen gemacht hat, als Wengst annimt, sei 
es ad hoc oder schon in früherer Bearbeitung der Lehrstücke. Wengst scheint überhaupt 
zu stark am Problem der Ad-hoc-Bildungen orientiert zu sein und, als Folge davon, die 
redaktionelle Fähigheit des Barnabas zu unterschätzen." 

2 5 CARLETON PAGET 1 9 9 4 : 2 4 8 . 
26 Also BARNARD has, however, stressed "the particular theological viewpoint which 

the writer has imposed on his sources" (1966:106). BARNARD has dealt with Barnabas 
in many articles during recent decades; see now his survey in ANRW (BARNARD 1993). 

27 Cf. AONO 1979:211-297 and LOHMANN 1989:195-241 (both contributions are parts 
of bigger works on the Apostolic Fathers); note also HERMANS 1959 and FERGUSON 1990 
(both on the question of millennialism in Barnabas). 



1.2. Approach and Method 

1.2.1. The neglected questions 

Among the neglected questions in recent research we find those which 
concern the occasion, purpose and literary character of Barnabas. The views 
proposed by Windisch seem still to be shared by a majority of scholars. The 
prevailing view is thus that Barnabas is "eine Abhandlung ohne aktuellen 
Anlass und ohne Begrenzung auf ein bestimmtes Publikum".1 To be sure, 
alternative views are found in recent research, but nobody has so far treated 
these questions more thoroughly, despite the fact that "das Hauptproblem des 
Barnabasbriefes diirfte die Veranlassung zu diesem Schreiben sein".2 It is 
thus time to reopen the debate concerning occasion, purpose and literary 
character - questions which are closely connected. This is the starting-point 
for the present work. 

One may ask why these questions have been neglected by most scholars. 
First and foremost it seems to be a consequence of the view that Barnabas 
is mostly dependent on traditional materials. According to a prevailing view 
Barnabas has only to a very limited extent put his own stamp on the mate-
rial3 and his epistle is seen as little more than a "collection of materials".4 

Of course this has important consequences for the interpretation of Barnabas. 
If the writing is regarded as a collection of various materials - and the author 
as a redactor with a rather limited capacity - it is difficult to imagine that 
Barnabas was to be a coherent work with a clear purpose. In fact a one-sided 
source-critical approach has no interest in questions such as occasion and 
purpose: "If one admits that much of the material found in the final form of 
the Epistle already existed in earlier forms, questions such as authorship, 
occasion, date, destination, and place of origin are exposed as, in some 
senses, illegitimate."5 The neglect of questions concerning occasion and 
purpose may thus be seen as a consequence of methodological trends within 
biblical research some decades ago. A new situation with regard to methods 

1 VIELHAUER 1 9 7 5 : 6 0 2 . 
2 VERWEUS 1 9 6 0 : 1 7 3 . 
3 Cf . KRAFT 1965:2 , quoted above (p. 4 ) . 
4 KOESTER 1 9 8 2 : 2 7 8 . 
5 KRAFT 1 9 6 1 : 2 4 . 
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may, therefore, make it easier to justify a new debate concerning Barnabas' 
purpose. 

1.2.2. The purpose of Barnabas - An examination of earlier views 

Even if the question concerning occasion and purpose6 has not been in the 
foreground in recent research, it is nevertheless touched upon by most 
scholars. And there are many different answers to the question. In the 
following we shall briefly examine the most important views proposed in 
Barnabas research. 

The question about the occasion and purpose of Barnabas is most closely 
bound up with the anti-Jewish tendency found in the epistle.7 How shall this 
feature be interpreted? Was Judaism a real problem to the author and his 
readers, or are the statements concerning Jews and Judaism only theoretical? 
To formulate the question in this way brings us directly to the first position 
to be mentioned. 

1) According to some influential, mainly German, commentators Judaism 
in no way caused the writing of Barnabas. This was the view argued in Hans 
Windisch's commentary from 1920,8 and it has often been repeated, e.g. 
by Philipp Vielhauer: 

Es ist heute wohl allgemein anerkannt, daß es keine aktuelle Gefährdung der christ-
lichen Gemeinde durch die Juden war; nichts im Barn weist auf politische Machen-
schaften der Juden oder auf jüdische oder judaistische Propaganda, also auf eine äußere 
oder innere Gefahrdung der Gemeinde durch die Juden hin.9 

The scholars who hold this view do not deny the anti-Jewish polemic in 
Barnabas, but they claim that the discussion of Jews and Judaism is "völlig 
akademisch".10 They think that "die Frontstellung des Barnabas gegen das 
Judentum theoretischer Art ist".11 

6 Occasion and purpose are seldom kept apart, so they will be seen together. 
7 DE LANGE (1978:128) calls Barnabas "das erste erhaltene Werk christlicher antijüd-

ischer Polemik". On the question whether Barnabas is anti-cultic or anti-Jewish, see 
below 2 . 3 . 3 . 2 . 

8 "Ein aktueller Anlaß, eine konkrete jüdische oder judenchristliche Gefahr liegt nicht 
v o r . " (WINDISCH 1 9 2 0 : 4 1 1 ; c f . 3 2 2 - 3 2 3 ) . 

9 VIELHAUER 1 9 7 5 : 6 0 5 . 
1 0 DIBELIUS 1 9 2 6 / 7 5 : 1 3 0 ; c f . VIELHAUER 1 9 7 5 : 6 0 6 . 
11 WENGST 1971:102; cf . WINDISCH 1920:322f; HARNACK 1897/1958:416. 
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With this starting-point further reflections on occasion and purpose may 
lead in different directions. Even if Judaism is discounted as a reason for the 
writing of Barnabas, one may look for another occasion. Or one may argue 
that Barnabas is nothing but an academic work, with no connection to real 
life. Let us look at some proposals along these lines. 

la) Among those who disregard Judaism as a factor in the origin of 
Barnabas, some make a case for an internal polemical front, i.e. against 
other Christians. Wengst takes Barn. 4:6 to be a polemical statement against 
people who hold "die übliche christliche Auffassung von der Schrift und 
Israel" and thinks that this "nicht nur ein theoretisches, sondern auch ein 
konkretes, aktuelles Gegenüber bilden."12 The same polemical front is also 
found in 9:6 and 12:10.13 According to Wengst Barnabas is a "Propaganda-
schreiben" and the author's purpose (announced in 1:5) is to recruit other 
Christians "für seine besonderer Sicht des Christentums".14 

There have also been other proposals which interpret Barnabas in relation 
to an internal Christian debate. Thus Lawson thinks that the epistle is 
addressed to the question about the "position of Old Testament Scripture in 
the Christian system." More specifically he calls Barnabas "an essay in 
allegory and typology, in order to vindicate the Old Testament as a Christian 
book."15 The background for this is found in the debate concerning the Old 
Testament in the Early Church, as seen for example in connection with Mar-
cion.16 

In the last proposal there is in fact no reference to a concrete occasion 
behind Barnabas; it is more a general theological problem taken up by a 
Christian teacher and treated in an essay. This is even more the case in other 
proposals. 

lb) Some scholars stress the didactic character of Barnabas and call it a 
"treatise" or "Abhandlung" - thus indicating that it was not the result of a 
specific occasion and that its purpose is rather general. Koester calls Barna-
bas "a treatise of scriptural gnosis" and thinks that the author's aim is "the 

12 WENGST 1971:102-103; cf . 1984:113. Cf. also VIELHAUER: Barnabas is an attack 
on "das Theologumenon vom Alten und Neuen Bund" (1975:606-607) and BARDENHEWER 
(1913:104) who claims that the author speaks against "die neutestamentlich-christliche 
Auffassung des Alten Testamentes". 

13 WENGST 1971:103; 1984:113. 
14 WENGST 1971:104-105. In this view he is dependent on a proposal by H. STEGE-

MANN (cf. ibid., 105, n. 14). 
15 LAWSON 1961:193 and 198. 
16 Cf. also PAULSEN (1986:231-232) who claims that Barnabas reflects "einer innerge-

meindlichen Auseinandersetzung über den angemessenen Gebrauch des AT". 
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demonstration of the deeper understanding of Scripture".17 A similar view 
is taken by Lietzmann, who maintains: "The purpose of his work is every-
where to prove that the whole of Christianity has been prophesied beforehand 
by the prophets in the Old Testament."18 

2) Other scholars come to quite different conclusions with regard to the 
occasion and purpose of Barnabas. First they will agree with Bousset, who 
claimed that Barnabas is "ein Schreiben, das mit einer bestimmten Absicht 
und Tendenz geschrieben und an Leser in einer ganz bestimmten Situation 
gerichtet ist."19 Second, they will claim that Judaism was an important 
factor behind the writing of the epistle. More precisely: Barnabas writes to 
Christians with clear Judaistic inclinations20 or even to Christians who were 
about to (or at least were tempted to) join the Jewish community. In most 
cases one speaks about a relapse to Judaism,21 which means that the epistle 
is written to Jewish Christians.22 

What prompted this situation? Two possibilities have been mentioned: 
there was some sort of pressure, either from people within the Church or 
from outside - as is indicated in the following proposals: 

2a) The situation which Barnabas warns against was created by a group 
of Judaizers within the community23 or by some Judaizing teachers active 
in the community (or communities) to which he wrote.24 

2b) The threatening situation was the result of Jewish activity: "The author 
of 'Barnabas' felt that the Jewish propaganda was making headway, and that 

17 KOESTER 1 9 8 2 : 2 7 7 ; s o a l s o VIELHAUER 1 9 7 5 : 6 0 2 . 
1 8 LIETZMANN 1 9 4 9 : 2 1 8 . 
1 9 BOUSSET 1 9 1 5 : 3 1 2 ; c f . VEIL 1 9 2 4 : 5 0 3 ; SCHMID 1 9 5 0 : 1 2 1 2 . 
20 Cf. HARNACK 1897/1958:413 "gegen 'judaisierende' Christen". 
21 HEFELE 1840:136 ("Gefahr des Rückfalles in's Judenthum"); VEIL 1904a: 149 ("die 

Gefahr eines Rückfalls von Christen in das Judentum"); KLEIST 1948:34 ("the temptation 
to fall back into Judaism"); SCHÜTZ 1957:880; BARNARD 1958a: 101; cf. 1959a: 177. 

22 At least the polemical front in the epistle is thought to be directed against Jewish 
Christians in the community; cf. WEIZSÄCKER 1863:8-9: "Wir haben daher alle Ursache 
zu der Annahme, dass die vorliegende Gefahr des Judaismus begründet ist in der jüdis-
chen Herkunft seiner Vertreter. Aber sie sind nicht die ganze Gemeinde." 

23 Cf. WEIZSÄCKER 1863:8-9 (cf. quotation in the preceding note). A related proposal -
based on the idea of a conflict between Jewish and Gentile Christians (cf. the Tübingen 
School) - has found an advocate in A. DI PAULI (1903:324), who writes as follows: "Der 
Barnabasbrief ist von einem hochstehenden versöhnlichen Judenchristen an die Gemeinde 
von Jerusalem, bestehend aus Juden- und Heidenchristen, c. 130 bei Gelegenheit eines 
Streites zwischen den genannten Parteien abgefaßt worden." 

2 4 CUNNINGHAM 1 8 7 7 : x v ; BARNARD 1 9 5 9 a : 1 7 7 . 
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there was a danger of some Christians making a shipwreck of themselves 
upon it."25 

3) In some cases these proposals (2a and 2b) are connected with a further 
specification of the historical circumstances which gave rise to the Judaistic 
or Jewish propaganda. In one way or another these are thought to have 
something to do with Jewish expectations and/or political events. The 
following proposals are to be mentioned: 

3a) The circumstance which gave rise to the writing of Barnabas was the 
rise of Jewish messianism. This is maintained by Lowy, who thinks that 

the Epistle was written as an answer to the Jewish messianic movement which prophe-
sied the early reconstruction of the Temple, the ingathering of the exiles, the coming 
of the Messiah, political freedom, etc. These aspirations were given a fillip by certain 
political and social events, which could be explained as favouring Jewish hopes, and 
they were consequently used as a proof that such hopes were going to be fulfilled. The 
Roman Empire was considered as being in favour (consciously or otherwise) of these 
hopes. By its preaching, prophecies and supposed success, the movement drew 
converts and sympathisers to Judaism and the Law, including some from the rank and 
file of Christianity.26 

3b) According to some scholars the expectation of the rebuilding of the 
Temple was even more important. It was not only one element among others; 
it was the very thing that prompted the writing of Barnabas. According to 
this view Barnabas 16 refers to the rebuilding of the Jewish Temple in 
Jerusalem27 in Hadrian's reign. In this solution chapter 16 is seen as the 
"Schlussel zum ganzen Barnabasbrief",28 though also other texts (e.g. 4:3) 
are thought to refer to the same event. 

A similar view is also taken by Shukster and Richardson, but they date 
the letter earlier. In their view Barnabas is best "understood against the 
historical backdrop of the 90s, when the Yavnean consolidation and an 
expectation that the Temple would be rebuilt combined to make Judaism a 
dangerously attractive alternative to Christianity."29 

Carleton Paget is also close to this view. He too thinks that the epistle is 
written against the background of a renewed hope of the rebuilding of the 

25 CARRINGTON 1957:486. 
26 LOWY 1960:32. 
27 VEIL 1904b:223; SCHLATTER 1897; cf. also THIEME 1945:25, 56. 
2 8 VEIL 1 9 0 4 b : 2 2 5 . 
2 9 SHUKSTER/RICHARDSON 1986:30; cf. HORBURY 1988:82-83. See also BARNARD 

1959a: 177, though he places the epistle somewhat later and thinks that the Judaizers were 
"impressed by Hadrian's promise that the Jerusalem Temple would be re-built". 
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