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Proem

The present monograph is based on my dissertation for the degree of Doctor of
Theology, which was accepted by the Faculty of Theology at the University of
Zurich in the autumn semester of 2024 under the deanship of Prof. Dr. Chris-
tiane Tietz. While minor amendments were made as the manuscript was pre-
pared for publication, the book remains in essence identical to my dissertation.
I would like to thank the editors of the Forschungen zum Alten Testament for
admitting my work into their series, and I am grateful to the staff at Mohr
Siebeck, especially Mr Tobias Stidbler and Mr Markus Kirchner, for their kind
support in the publication process.

Looking back on the past years during which this book was written,
I owe a profound debt of gratitude to many people, of whom three deserve
particular mention here. First and foremost is Prof. Dr. Konrad Schmid. Since
we first discussed the idea of a doctoral dissertation on conceptions of time
in Ecclesiastes, he has shown exceptional commitment to me and this project
through his generosity, interest, productive critique, and extraordinary support.
As an Assistent at his chair and throughout the last years, I was provided
opportunities, responsibility, and great freedom to develop as an academic, as a
university teacher, and also personally. For this I am immensely grateful.

Second, I would like to express my appreciation to Prof. Dr. Hindy Najman.
Both during my time as a student in Oxford as well as after my move to Zurich,
Prof. Najman took a keen interest in my work, and most recently acted as the
external examiner of my dissertation. She has a special talent for bringing a wide
range of scholars and her own students together in a community which has
helped me and many of my colleagues exceedingly, especially at the moment of
transition from being a student to being a scholar.

Third, I would like to thank Dr. John Jarick, who was my first teacher at the
University of Oxford and to whom I owe in no small part the decision to take a
deeper interest in the study of the Hebrew Bible, which reaches back to my very
first week as a university student. With him, I first studied the book of Ecclesiastes
in depth, which over time led to my decision to choose this enigmatic, sometimes
difficult, but intellectually stimulating and challenging work as the subject of my
first book.

Besides my studies in Oxford and my doctorate in Zurich, the third place of my
academic development is the Hebrew University of Jerusalem, where I worked
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as a Fellow. Especially in the current times and in spite of transient present
circumstances, enduring solidarity, friendly ties, and close cooperation with
Israel, not only in my field, are to me a moral obligation, a professional necessity,
and a personal gain. I would like to express my sincere gratitude to Prof. Dr.
Noam Mizrahi and Prof. Dr. Michael Segal for their hospitality in Jerusalem.

The promotion to Doctor of Theology also formally concludes the course
of my academic education. In addition to those mentioned above, I would like
to acknowledge a number of teachers and friends from whom I have learned,
whose advice and support I value, and from whom I have greatly benefitted over
the years: In Oxford Prof. Dr. John Day, Prof. Dr. Nathan Eubank, Prof. Dr. Sue
Gillingham, Dr. Philip Kennedy, Prof. Dr. Katherine Southwood, Prof. Dr. Jenn
Strawbridge, Dr. Andrew Teal, and Prof. Dr. Hugh Williamson; in Ziirich Prof.
Dr. Jorg Frey, Prof. Dr. Tobias Jammerthal, Prof. Dr. Stefan Krauter, and Prof.
Dr. Thomas Kriiger; and elsewhere, Prof. Dr. Sonja Ammann (Basel), Prof.
Dr. Arjen Bakker (Cambridge), Prof. Dr. Jonathan Ben-Dov (Tel Aviv), Prof.
Dr. Katharine Dell (Cambridge), Prof. Dr. David Hamidovic (Lausanne), and
Prof. Dr. Bernd Schipper (Berlin). Further, I am grateful to my colleagues in the
research community at the Faculty of Theology in Zurich, including Dr. Hans
Decker, Dr. Kishiya Hidaka, PD Dr. Matthias Hopf, Prof. Dr. Michael Jost, and
Prof. Dr. Daniel Maier.

The journey through higher education and towards a doctorate cannot be
travelled without friends, both locally and in very different places. Here, in no
particular order and without claiming to be exhaustive, I would like to thank
Rasmus Conrad, Gavin Fleming, Ellie Hamilton, Tony Metger, Jan Ringling,
Violet Smart, and many others.

It is a fine tradition to dedicate a doctoral dissertation to one’s parents. In this
spirit, I would like to express my heartfelt thanks to my parents, Margarete and
Thomas Adam, for their support, their encouragement for intellectual openness,
their understanding, and their trust in me. This book is dedicated to them.

Herrliberg am Ziirichsee,
am Schweizerischen Bundesfeiertag, 1. August 2025.  Dr. Moritz F. Adam



Table of Contents

Chapter 1: Introduction ..............ccoiiieeiiiiniiiiiinaiiinnaan. 1

Chapter 2: The Date and Compositional History of the Book

Of Ecclesiastes . .......ooouuuuuiii e 9
A Composition . ..oui i 9
B.Structure ... 17
CoDating . ..o 34

D. Excursus: The Problem of the Abstract Orientation of the Book
of Ecclesiastes and Its Deliberate Avoidance of Historical and
Contextual References .........ooouiiiiiiiiii i 42

Chapter 3: The Status Quaestionis in Scholarship on Ecclesiastes,

Time, and Apocalypticism ...............ooiiiiiiiiiiiii i, 51
A. Ancient Perspectives on Apocalyptic Dimensions in Ecclesiastes ....... 51
B. Categories and Problems in the Modern History of Scholarship ........ 55
C. On the Approach of this Overview on the Status Quaestionis .......... 63
D. Wisdom and Apocalypticism Since the Middle of the 20t century ...... 65
E. Ecclesiastes and Apocalypticism in Recent Scholarship ................ 70
E. Scholarly Engagements with the Subject of Time in Ecclesiastes ........ 71
G.ConclUSIONS .. v ettt e 73
Chapter 4: Reflections on Method ................................... 75
Chapter 5: Polemic, Critique, and Intellectually Constitutive

Interaction: Eccl 4:17-5:6 asa Test Case ...................ooooiii.. 85
A. Dreaming as a Mode of Revelation ..................cooviiiiione. 89

B. Mediation by Angels ..... ...ttt 96



X Table of Contents

Chapter 6: Rhetoric and Discourse in Ecclesiastes and

4QInstruction: A Comparative Test Case ...............c..coveenee.. 107
A Prolegomena ........iuiii i 110
B.DiSCOUTSE ..o vvit i 112
C.Rhetoric ..oovu i 116
D. Conclusions .........oouiuiiniiiiiiiii i 118
Chapter 7: The Genre Apocalyptic: Rethinking Morphologies ........ 121
A. What is Apocalypticism? Problems in Taxonomy ..................... 122
B. Prototype Theory .........cuiuiiiininii i, 126
C. Constellations . .........ouiiii 130
D. Discourses in Ancient Jewish Thought — Three Propositions ........... 139

Chapter 8: The Category of Time in the Book of Ecclesiastes

and Its Place in the History of Ideas .......................coouvoe... 147
A. Time as a Total Category in the Hellenistic Period .................... 147
B. Time as Ordered and Arranged ............... ..ot 161
I. The Cyclic Dimensions of Natural Things: Eccl 1:4-11 ............. 162
II. The Poemon Timein Eccl3 ..., 169
IT1. Time and Epistemology .. ........oooviiiiiiiiiiiiin it 172
IV. Allis Transient . .. .....oouvnii i 177
V. Death in the Book of Ecclesiastes .............cooovuviiinien.... 189
C. Comparative Reflections .............coviiiiiiiiiiiiiniiineninne. 196
D.Conclusions ...........oiuiiniiiiiiiiiii 204

Chapter 9: Time and Abstraction: Moving Across Traditions

as a Mode of Literary Authorisation .................c.coovvuueeee... 207
A. Authorisation by Ascription .............oiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiien 208
Lo o Homer ..o 209
IL SOlOMON ...\ttt e 215
B. The Historical Blending of Ideas ................c..coiiiiiiiiiint, 222

Chapter 10: Pluriformity and Pluralism: Literary Diversity,
Hermeneutical Openness, and the Function of Texts in Second

Temple Jud@ism ..........oooiii i 227
A. Ecclesiastes and Pluriformity ..., 228
B.Method ... .o 232

C. Calendars and Total History ...........coviiiiiiiiiiiiin ... 233



Table of Contents XI

D. Variety and Vitality in the Dead Sea Scrolls........................... 235
E. New Cultural HIiStOries . . ...ttt 237
F. Intellectual Pluralism in Ecclesiastes ............covviiiiiiiennnn... 239
G. Excursus: Literary-Theoretical Points of Comparison ................. 245
H.ConclUSIONS .. oottt e e e 247
Chapter 11: CONCIUSIONS .. .....ooiee et 249
A CORBIENCE vttt ittt e 249
B. GemrE ittt e, 251
C. Context, Discourse, and Rhetoric ..........c.oiiiiiiiiiiiiiinnnnn. 253
) 20 15T o =R 254
E. Outlook ..ot 258
Bibliography ... 261
INdeX Of SOUICES .« . vvviit et e et et 305
Index of AUthOrS ..o e e e 315

Index of SUbJeCts ... vvnii e 323






Chapter 1

Introduction

Tempora mutantur, nos et mutamur in illis.
- Times change, and we change with them.

Just as times change, so does the way in which time is thought about. Within
the history of Judaism, the book of Ecclesiastes occupies an important space in
this dynamic. It is the earliest case in ancient Jewish literature of a treatment of
this subject in its own right which explicates its temporal thinking and takes the
engagement with time as more than an implicit assumption.

Ecclesiastes asks itself important questions about the world, life, order, mean-
ing, and the human condition. What is that which remains for a man in all his toil
at which he toils under the sun? Is there anything new under the sun? What are
the limits of knowledge? What can humans do in a world in which they experi-
ence but glimpses of what orders and determines it?

The study of the book of Ecclesiastes, here with attention to the subject of
time in particular, can operate on three levels. First, there are the intellectual
dynamics of the text itself. Ecclesiastes is a notoriously complicated and puzzling
book, which does not afford its readers the benefit of straightforward standards of
coherence in its plot, structure, or argument. These challenges, which Ecclesiastes
puts to its readers, must be negotiated so as to establish what the book’s aims are,
how it can be read without the risk of superimposing external assumptions onto
the text, and whether modern standards of coherence and propositionality about
its argument need to apply for the study of this ancient text. Second, there is the
question of the intellectual contributions of the book at large. It invites inquiries
into the function of the book, its overall rhetorical dynamics, its label as Solo-
monic as well as its modes of literary authorisation, and crucially its recurring
interests. With respect to the subject of time, the question of “transience” (5277) -
the book’s Leitmotif — imposes itself especially and is complemented by concerns
on order and the place of humanity under the sun vis-a-vis broader unchanging
and unknowable dynamics of the world, on epistemology and humanity’s ca-
pacity for agency, the role of the divine, and a look beyond an individual life as
the timespan for reflection. Third, there are the dialogues, interdependencies,
and critical entanglements between Ecclesiastes and surrounding literatures, as
well as the wider history of thought in Hellenistic Judaism. Especially on the
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question of time and other associated subjects, the book of Ecclesiastes asks it-
self questions which are also of concern for many of its literary contemporaries.
While the texts which are studied here in comparison with Ecclesiastes may have
arrived at different answers to these questions and availed themselves of dif-
ferent forms, manners of historical contextualisation, or directions of argument,
they are mutually illuminating in a profound way and invite comparative study.
In this respect, one encounters the intriguing dynamic that Ecclesiastes seeks
to avoid being contextually and historically referential - thus lending itself to
be abstract, hermeneutically open, and to some extent timeless for its readers -,
whilst its temporal thinking is to be understood as a product of its time within
the framework of the Hellenistic Period. The advent of conceptions of time and
history in the Eastern Mediterranean which were decoupled from events con-
tained therein is a central force for new dimensions of thought to be introduced
into ongoing vital traditions, here especially of the literature of ancient Israel. It
speaks further to the intellectual and literary interdependencies across linguistic
registers at this time. The central interlocutor for this innovation to temporal
thinking in the history of thought in Israel is the contemporary emergence of what
is usually labelled apocalyptic thinking. It looked beyond the limits of experi-
ential reasoning which Ecclesiastes, too, acknowledged, considering history in
its totality from its beginning to its end whilst ridding itself of the constraints of
earlier temporal thinking which constructed history referentially. Most crucially,
though, apocalyptic thinking sought to establish authority within existing dis-
courses by means of recourse to transcendental revelation. Within this frame-
work and dynamic of thought, the book of Ecclesiastes takes on an expositional
or critical rather than a propositional function. It weighs and nuances questions
on meaning, the extent to which knowledge is available, as well as time and his-
tory. It goes to great lengths to delimit the broader circumstances of reality from
what humanity can grasp, let alone act upon. While it does not make explicit use
of revelation, it only dismisses recourse to it when it is excessive, and there are
subtle threads throughout the book which acknowledge that there is more to be
known than what can be experienced and reasoned about. Crucially, it puts its
thoughts, in self-contained experiential and exemplary pericopes of reasoning,
yet with resonances to thought known from contemporary discourses, to the
reader for them to grapple with it, seeking not to give the reader definitive answers
but rather to charge them to ask themselves these important questions. Indeed,
Ecclesiastes, this fashion of literature, and its embeddedness in the history of
thought of its time are a microcosm of the vitality and intellectual pluralism which
characterises ancient Jewish thought. The juxtaposition of various angles onto a
subject - in this case especially the subject of time — and the openness to discuss
it without resorting to proposition or polemic, to synthesis or systematisation
over a negotiation of nuances, without closing an argument but leaving it open
whilst limiting its appropriate scope, constitutes the profound richness of this text.
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The study of time and corresponding elements of thought in Ecclesiastes
oscillates between these three levels. Fourth, there is, in addition, the ques-
tion of metacriticism. The discourses which are studied in this book traverse
the boundaries of what in scholarship is commonly labelled wisdom and
apocalypticism. It is important that both categories are inventions of modern
scholarship in the 19% century and build up distinctions which this study seeks
to break down. While these categories have a heuristic place, the proximities,
interdependencies, and engagements, specifically on the subject of time, between
texts commonly labelled as wisdom or apocalyptic literature, are a helpful indi-
cator that the relationships, points of contact and dynamics between texts from
Second Temple Judaism are too varied, vital, and multiperspectival as to be ad-
equately described by conventions of genre. The ongoing process of an interplay
of interpretation, discourse, and production, rather, allows the reader to bring
texts, and especially motifs and themes therein, into dialogue by forming them
into intellectual constellations, whose focal points, selection of materials to be
compared, and accentuations are dependent not on the texts being part of con-
sistently imposed categories but on the constellating practice of reading, and the
way in which texts avail themselves to the relative vantage points of their readers.
The appreciation of this openness, vitality, and hermeneutical availability can
provide a helpful problematisation of overly teleological assumptions in the his-
tory of scholarship about the meaning, function, and place of texts and ideas in
Jewish antiquity and provide a more nuanced approach towards them.

The main body of the book is overall divided into nine chapters. Chapters 2,
3, and 4 provide a background to the study from different angles and set out the
structures within which it is undertaken.

Chapter 2, “The Date and Compositional History of the Book of Ecclesiastes”,
provides an overview and discussion of the formation, structure, and dating of
Ecclesiastes. It is understood - with exceptions - for the most part to represent
one literary consciousness behind the text, which is embodied not least by the
first case in Hebrew literature of a consequently maintained narrative T through-
out the book, which on critical grounds can be taken seriously. Further, it is sug-
gested — especially on the grounds of linguistic dating due to the Ecclesiastes’
deliberate avoidance of positively traceable historical and contextual references —
that the book came about in the 3" century BCE. Its deliberately abstract and ex-
emplarised orientation, combined with a subtle blending of contextual referents,
is discussed in an excursus.

Chapter 3 discusses “The Status Quaestionis in Scholarship on Ecclesiastes,
Time, and Apocalypticism”. It surveys critically the development of the thought
about the central issues of concern in this study from the earliest engagements
with the book of Ecclesiastes in antiquity, across the advent of the modern con-
ceptions of ‘wisdom’ and ‘apocalypticism’, and towards recent priorities, findings,
and accentuations in the study of time in Ecclesiastes, its relationship to those
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realms of thought commonly labelled apocalyptic, and associated problems in
exegesis and criticism, especially inasmuch as these indicate a potential which
they yield to further study.

Chapter 4, “Reflections on Method”, is the most abstract chapter of this book.
It sets out a number of underlying conversation partners, which particularly
comprise theoretical approaches towards history and literature that inform
the following discussion. These include discussions, critique, and nuancing
engagement with the study of the history of ideas in the Cambridge School, the
question of the significance of authorship for the study of texts, the impact of the
linguistic turn for the study of history, and the problems of Traditionsgeschichte.
This discussion, though abstract, engages these theoretical interlocutors,
especially inasmuch as they speak to the sources of concern here. Undoubtedly,
authorship and the construction of history, for instance, can be understood in
different shadings in the study of modern literature and of historical sources,
and can, in modern cases, be studied from angles, especially with respect to their
composition and background, which are obscured in the case of ancient ma-
terials. Nevertheless, these reflections on method speak beyond the immediate
constraints of the study at hand and thus deserve treatment in their own right.

Chapters 5 and 6 are test cases which approach the specific questions on time
and tradition in Ecclesiastes and its relationship with the book’s contemporary
history of ideas with respect to specific thematic constellations.

Chapter 5, “Polemic, Critique, and Intellectually Constitutive Interaction:
Eccl 4:17-5:6 as a Test Case”, devotes close attention to a passage in Ecclesiastes
which exhibits two features in particular that illustrate how the book engages
apocalyptic thinking. After a study of the structure of the passage, the discussion
focuses on two motifs in it, namely the subjects of dreams and recourse to inter-
mediation by angels. Both are important components of the passage, although
the latter requires some text critical operation in order to bring it to the fore. The
discussion elaborates, firstly, on how readings of the text fall short which label
it as solely anti-apocalyptic, and accentuates the dialectic relationship between
Ecclesiastes and the surrounding Geistesgeschichte. In focusing on dreams and
angels, the passage attests to an interest in looking beyond immediately available
realms of experience and towards access to revelation which elucidates broad-
er perspectives on time as well as space and pervaded much contemporary lit-
erature.

The second test case in the following chapter 6, “Rhetoric and Discourse in
Ecclesiastes and 4QInstruction”, takes a somewhat different angle. It focuses on
the subjects of seeing, hiddenness and knowledge between Ecclesiastes and this
interlocutor from among the Dead Sea Scrolls. It is established that the texts ex-
hibit proximity to one another inasmuch as they share vocabulary, resonate with
each other in a set of passages, and employ incoherence as an important element
of their structure. The second part of the chapter then explores the differences
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which are detectable besides the texts’ overlaps and shared worldviews. It is
shown how the intended rhetorical functions of the texts give them cause to ac-
centuate different elements of the shared questions which they ask themselves
and discuss before the background of their probable intended audiences.

Chapter 7, “The Genre Apocalypse: Rethinking Morphologies”, serves as a
hinge between the chapters which precede and those which follow it. It raises
the question of metacriticism and provides a broader exposition of the findings
to which the test cases of chapters 5 and 6 attested. It is proposed, namely, that
the category of apocalypticism, which is taken centrally to entail discussions on
time and associated questions, fails to encompass the full dynamic of this topic
in Second Temple Judaism. Further, it indicates how taxonomies in the study
of ancient Jewish literature implicitly or explicitly exhibit features of prototype
theory in which thematic discussions as well as the relationships between texts
are observed with a rather rigid starting point, a textual prototype, relative to
which all others are understood. This teleology is problematised inasmuch as
it is necessary to understand texts which participate in shared discourses in a
more historically contingent manner than a taxonomy relying on prototype
theory or variations thereof allowed. In the chapter, a set of features associated
with temporal thinking is discussed in its recurrence across a set of texts from
the Second Temple period, which demonstrates the iterability of an intellectual
constellation on time beyond those texts commonly labelled apocalyptic and in-
cluding the book of Ecclesiastes.

Chapter 8, subsequently, on “The Category of Time in the Book of Ecclesiastes
and Its Place in the History of Ideas”, contains a detailed discussion on time and
the various engagements with this subject in the book of Ecclesiastes. It builds
on the preceding discussions especially of the two test cases and the endeavour
to establish constellations around temporal thinking beyond commonly held
generic boundaries. The frame of this chapter situates this thinking in light of
innovations to conceptions of time in the Hellenistic period, which allowed to
read it as a total category and allowed for the possibility to speak about time in
a manner which is not necessarily and immediately referential and bound to
context in the history of events. centrally, the study accentuates the premise in
Ecclesiastes of time as ordered and arranged. It highlights frameworks of order
to the world and activities therein as epitomised in the poems of Eccl1 and 3,
nuances the discussion on epistemology and determinism in the book, con-
siders reflective outlooks in Ecclesiastes beyond generations and the lifetime of
the individual as the primary measure within which deeds, accomplishments,
legacies, and aspirations were evaluated, and probes nuances of the book’s
Leitmotif 927, which, it is proposed, is best understood as meaning “transience”.
The chapter shows the book of Ecclesiastes to be literature of circumstances, an
attempt to delimit whence meaning, knowledge, order, and expectations about
the world and the human condition can be derived. It challenges readings which
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take Ecclesiastes’ argument primarily in propositional, morally evaluative terms.
Finally, it shows how there is importance specifically to the function, rather than
the object of temporal thinking, which allows to situate the seemingly idiosyn-
cratic argument of the book before a wider set of contemporary interlocutors.

The concluding two chapters, 9 and 10, explicate elements which had pervaded
the preceding reflections primarily in an implicit manner, and warranted ex-
plication.

Chapter 9, “Time and Abstraction: Moving Across Traditions as a Mode of
Literary Authorisation”, attends to the negotiation of authority and tradition in
Second Temple Judaism. First, it considers the phenomenon of authorisation by
ascription, which brings Hebrew literature into dialogue with comparable and
influential dynamics in Greek, especially the role of Homer. It is suggested that
the ascription of a text to a supposed author or an authorising figure whom any
reader would easily identify as a central authoritative figure of the history of Is-
rael - in the case of Ecclesiastes the figure of Solomon - constitutes a blending
of tradition across time within which past, present, and future are taken to
be mutually illuminating. Second, it discusses the historical blending of ideas.
With respect to the book of Daniel in particular, which bears similarities with
and also notable differences from Ecclesiastes, the modes of authorisation in
apocalyptic literature are considered. These, in contrast with one another, speak
to the authorising and generative dynamics of literature and tradition across the
history of thought in Israel.

Chapter 10, “Pluriformity and Pluralism: Literary Diversity, Hermeneutical
Openness, and the Function of Texts in Second Temple Judaism”, finally, accentu-
ates pluralism as a characteristic element of Hebrew thinking. With attention
to Ecclesiastes in particular, it is observed that the engagement with the book
of Ecclesiastes in antiquity is limited, while its entanglement in the history of
ideas is profound. The chapter, in turn, highlights the hermeneutical potential
of the juxtaposition of varying, at times conflicting ideas within ancient Hebrew
literature. A glance at the Dead Sea Scrolls further suggests that the practice of
accumulating a collection of literature which exhibits different perspectives on
shared topical interests is not merely a circumstance with which modern readers
are confronted, but rather an inherent phenomenon which characterises the
history of literature in ancient Judaism. It is demonstrated further that the jux-
taposition of ideas, which remain not propositional postulations but invitations
to readers for intellectual engagement with them, is not a feature which only
impacts the comparative reading of multiple ancient Jewish texts, but that there
is a hermeneutical openness, in the case of Ecclesiastes in particular, which is
detectable even to the smallest level of individual verses and expressions within
a composition.

The discussions in these chapters are aimed to be more than the sum of their
constituent parts. Of course, the set of interlocutors with which Ecclesiastes is
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brought into conversation here is selective, and it is a central argument of this
book that to read texts in a constellating manner is necessarily subjective. It is
precisely a result of this approach, however, that the manner in which a text,
namely the book of Ecclesiastes, and a thematic focus, namely the subject of time,
are studied here is applicable methodologically in a broader sense.

At the same time, this book is an attempt at shifting accents in the study
of Ecclesiastes. It is often taken to be an obscure, puzzling, or idiosyncratic
text at the fringes of ancient Jewish thought, which is in need of dissection or
disambiguation. The varieties of proposed readings, of suggested answers and
resolutions to the problems which it raises, of specific events it allegedly spoke of
despite its abstract outlook, and of attempts to equate it with the thought or sys-
tematics of other texts, schools, and thinkers are perhaps unparalleled for a text
of a seemingly manageable quantity of 222 verses. In response to these approach-
es towards Ecclesiastes, this book is an attempt to take a step back, an attempt
at appreciating the problem rather than seeking to propose the priority of one
answer to it. The book of Ecclesiastes is an invitation to the reader to enter a dia-
logue with it, to think independently about important questions for which it sets
out the determining circumstances, timeless conditions, epistemic limitations,
and productive scope within which this dialogue can take place. Its argument is
not merely a problem whose one solution can be extracted or which applies to
but one context. Rather it attests to the timelessness of the subjects which it dis-
cusses, and to the transience of all outcomes which might come out of thinking
about them and acting accordingly.

Finally, time is an exciting and immensely relevant subject. In religion and
literature, it was for a long time not regarded as a subject which was studied in
its own right, but rather only inasmuch as it related to phenomena, events, and
people in time. At the face of the argument of the book of Ecclesiastes, it is not
important for the evaluation of everything as transient, for acknowledging the
absence of a lasting benefit or remembrance of one’s accomplishments and lega-
cy, or for the appreciation of constant patterns which make the earth stand in time
as generations come and generations pass, whether the reader who engaged with
these questions lived in antiquity or today. It is, however, important for the study
of the history of literature and for the understanding of Ecclesiastes in particular,
that the ability to articulate these timeless questions, the presence of a semantic
repository which made it available to language, thought, and writing, did not
always exist. Ecclesiastes stands at a crossroads between earlier referential and
contextually bound engagements with time and new total conceptions of time
and history which made texts of the Hellenistic period revisit and engage with
the traditions in which they were culturally embedded whilst availing themselves
of the new horizons of temporal thinking before which they participated in these
traditions in generative, vital, and invigorating ways. It is this dynamic of inter-
dependencies, interpenetrations, and interrelations which this book studies.






Chapter 2

The Date and Compositional History
of the Book of Ecclesiastes

A. Composition

The compositional, redactional, and also rhetorical unity of the book of Eccle-
siastes is rather a complicated matter.!

It is clear that a redaction-historical study stands somewhat apart from the
primary aim of this book, and is more at home in the realm of an introduction
or acommentary.? Nevertheless, it is important to go to the necessary depth with
respect to the compositional stages of the book of Ecclesiastes here in order to

! For the purposes of disambiguation, the reader may note that throughout this book I use the
terms “Ecclesiastes” or “Book of Ecclesiastes”, rather than “Qoheleth” or Book of Qoheleth”, un-
less I am specifically citing sources. This should not be taken to imply any interpretative stance
but rather to further coherence in the usage of terms throughout this book. There are approach-
es which distinguish between the two terms and label the biblical book with one term and the
literary character or monologist with the other, thus e.g. WEEKsS, Ecclesiastes 1-5, p. 6.1 take it —
as is discussed in greater depth in chapter 4 below and elsewhere - that it is a problem in the
interpretation of texts to seek the reconstruction of a personalised, coherent, propositional agent
in and behind the text of whom one can speak in personalised terms. This is why in this study,
rather, I have elected to label the narrative T’ of the text — in itself one of the features which sets
the book of Ecclesiastes apart from other literature — as ‘the speaker’, ‘the monologist’, or the
‘literary consciousness implied in the text’, especially when discussing aspects of the function
of the book’s argument being advanced through first person discourse. The preference for the
consistent usage of the term “Ecclesiastes” over “Qoheleth” is foremost a matter of preference.
Also, given the priority of attention devoted to the book of Ecclesiastes in this study, the reader
may assume when verse numbers are quoted without positive identification of their biblical
book that these are references to verses within the book of Ecclesiastes.

2 Broader introductions which reflect important stages in recent scholarship on the book in-
clude BARTHOLOMEW, Ecclesiastes, pp.17-99; CRENSHAW, Ecclesiastes. A Commentary, pp. 23—
54; Fox, A Time to Tear Down and a Time to Build Up. A Rereading of Ecclesiastes, pp.147-157;
IDEM, Ecclesiastes. The Traditional Hebrew Text with the New JPS Translation, pp. ix-Xxxv;
KoHLMOOs, Kohelet. Der Prediger Salomo, pp.27-36; KRUGER, Kohelet (Prediger), pp.11-67;
LoHFINK, Kohelet, pp.5-17; MICHEL, Qohelet, pp. 9-45.112-115; very differently PERRY, Dia-
logues with Kohelet. The Book of Ecclesiastes. Translation and Commentary, pp. 3-50; SCHOORS,
Ecclesiastes, pp.1-25; SCHWIENHORST-SCHONBERGER, Kohelet, pp. 41-134; SEOw, Ecclesiastes.
A New Translation with Introduction and Commentary, pp.3-69; WEEKS, A Critical and Ex-
egetical Commentary on Ecclesiastes (vol.1), pp.1-228. These represent especially the con-
tributions of the last few decades, and in them contain a broader exposition and discussion of
the contributions in preceding generations.
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establish a framework based on which a thematic and comparative study such as
the one at hand can be attempted, particularly to set the scene for the endeavours
of the present project that are dependent on insights about the place, date, and
structure of the text in question. Especially in a project in which many primary
texts of concern are diachronically so close as to be almost contemporaneous
with Ecclesiastes, small distinctions within the material of either book may aid
discussions of the relationships between texts and ideas, as well as help under-
stand the broader framework in which the literary discourse constellations in
question are encountered.

It is a problem in both the history and present of biblical scholarship, indeed,
to approach any text either with great vigour to disentangle a plethora of
redactional layers, thereby rendering the material in such an atomistic fashion as
to make it practically unintelligible, or with preference for broad strokes and an
alleged final text for the benefit of readability for the modern reader, readily dis-
missing subtle yet distinctive divisions in the textual material.® This is not a ques-
tion of qualitative evaluation of one element of biblical exegesis over the other,
and both steps in the approach towards biblical texts serve important purposes
in interpretation. The dissection of biblical texts as they present themselves to
the modern reader is especially necessary if texts exhibit significant traces of re-
vision, expansion, and redaction over time as well as indications as to their oral
pre-history which inform how they are to be read and understood.* The discus-
sion on composition, further, hinges on the complicated question as to what
constitutes coherence in a text,” on the one hand, and authorship on the other.
In the case of the latter, it is further significant that the potential import of the
search of origins of texts is more limited than is sometimes assumed, and that the
dynamics of their participation in discourses is more essential to understanding
their place and time.®

It is argued here, and shall be justified on textual and literary grounds in
greater detail below, that, unlike in the case of other biblical books, taking the

3 Cf. e.g. SIEGFRIED, Prediger und Hoheslied, and WEEKS, Ecclesiastes -5, pp. 45-53. For fur-
ther discussion, cf. SCHELLENBERG, Kohelet, pp. 13-17.

* Cf. e.g. STECK, Exegese des Alten Testaments, pp. 46-51. The place of rewriting and how it is
best understood is explored in depth in ZAHN, Genres of Rewriting in Second Temple Judaism.
Scribal Composition and Transmission, esp. pp. 74-97. More generally, cf. CARR, The Formation
of the Hebrew Bible. A New Reconstruction; Kratz, Die Komposition der Erzihlenden Biicher
des Alten Testaments; DE TROYER, Rewriting the Sacred Text. What the Old Greek Texts Tell Us
about the Literary Growth of the Bible; SCHMID, Literaturgeschichte des Alten Testaments, esp.
pp-15-58.

5 On this point, cf. TEETER and TooMAN, “Standards of (In)coherence in Ancient Jewish Lit-
erature”, pp. 94-129. Further BERLIN, “Lexical Cohesion and Biblical Interpretation”, pp. 29-40;
Lyons, “Standards of Cohesion and Coherence. Evidence from Early Readers”, pp.183-208;
SaMELY, “How Coherence Works. Reading, Re-Reading and Inner-Biblical Exegesis”, pp. 130—
182; STACKERT, “Pentateuchal Coherence and the Science of Reading”; pp. 253-268.

¢ Cf. NajmAN, “Textual Unities and Poetic Processes in Ancient Judaism”, pp. 266-290.
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