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Preface

The basic frame of this book was formulated through my postdoctoral project 
“Composition and Redaction of the Wilderness Narratives (Exod 15:22–18:27; 
Num 10:11–20:29) in their Pentateuchal and Hexateuchal Contexts.” The project 
was initiated by Prof. Thomas Römer, who invited me to join him in Lau-
sanne, and was generously supported by the Swiss National Science Foundation 
(SNSF). Although the project period ended already in 2017, I have continued 
working on expanding the scope from a literary-historical analysis to encompass 
both studies of the socio-historical context of Persian Yehud and the literary pre-
history of the wilderness narrative. The broadened scope required more time to 
complete the monograph but brought a few further important perspectives about 
the formation history and meanings of the wilderness tradition. Thus, it was 
worth the extended time that I invested in this subject, while working in parallel 
with another SNSF project on Chronicles and the Priestly literature.

As ancient scribal works on major traditions were enabled by the collective 
efforts of a community, so are our academic works also produced collectively 
through scholarly interactions and support in our academic community. Ac-
cordingly, I am very much indebted to many colleagues for the publication of 
this monograph. First of all, I am deeply grateful for Prof. Thomas Römer, who 
invited me to work on this subject. Throughout my time working in Lausanne, 
he has been an inspiring mentor, good friend, and even like family. His consis-
tent practical, mental, and emotional support and encouragement have enabled 
me to move forward in my academic carrier. I also appreciate the members of 
L’Institut romand des science biblique (IRSB) and Faculté de theologie et de 
sciences religions (FTSR) at the University of Lausanne for their support and 
academic exchanges.

I would like to express my gratitude to Prof. Konrad Schmid, who has always 
been supportive, even since my Ph.D. Regarding this publication in particular, 
he accepted the manuscript to the prestigious series Forschungen zum Alten 
Testament and accelerated the process in kind consideration of my situation. I 
appreciate also Prof. Eckart Otto and Dr. Peter Altmann for reading the manu-
script and kindly commenting on it. My special thanks go to John Will Rice, my 
English editor. From the early stage of drafting the manuscript to the post-typeset 
corrections, he helped me so effectively, consistently, and willingly. When writ-
ing in a language other than one’s mother tongue, the quality of the publication’s 
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language is often highly dependent on the language editor. John Will has been 
accompanying me in recent years as a reliable editor. I would also appreciate the 
efficient work of Bettina Gade, Markus Kirchner and their colleagues at Mohr 
Siebeck who handled my manuscript.

My family has always been my main source of strength. I am grateful for 
Eunshim, who has always been so supportive, and for Hajin and Yeju, who keep 
me alive.

Lausanne, July 7, 2022 Jaeyoung Jeon
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I. Introduction

Despite its quantitative significance in the Penateuch, the wilderness narrative 
has not been amply discussed in terms of its own literary and historical value 
nor of the literary history of the Pentateuch. The narrative connects three lit-
erary units with the major Pentateuchal themes: the exodus (Exod 1–15); the 
revelation at Sinai (Exod 19–Num 10); Deuteronomy and the conquest. Unlike 
these units, the wilderness narrative consists of diverse episodes that are not 
always closely related to each other logically or thematically and are attached 
to a thread of itineraries that is often incoherent. This “episodic” nature without 
a coherent structure or apparent thematic development has made the wilderness 
narrative less attractive for scholarly attention. Throughout the last century, the 
formational models of the Pentateuch and Hexateuch, both classical and newer, 
have been developed and examined mainly through the stories of the patriarchs 
and exodus; the models were simply applied to or imposed on the wilderness 
narrative. The models from other Pentateuchal units nevertheless hardly do jus-
tice to the wilderness narrative. Already Martin Noth admitted that the JEDP 
scheme of classical source criticism cannot be applied to wilderness narrative, 
in particular in the book of Numbers.1 Recent Pentateuchal studies also neces-
sitate developing a formational model for each “larger unit.” This situation has 
been derived from the critical re-examinations of the classical notions of the 
Yahwist and the Priestly Source. First, the notion of a Yahwist was significantly 
modified with suggestions of exilic/postexilic datings or even denied completely 
beginning in the final quarter of the twentieth century.2 The Yahwist hypothesis 
was then dealt another serious blow by the denial of a pre-Priestly literary 
connection between the patriarchal and exodus stories, which is becoming a 
consensus especially in Europe.3 The separation between the two larger units 
has consequently resulted in positing overarching compositions/redactions that 
connected different Pentateuchal units to the Priestly or post-Priestly layers.

A further separation between the units has been accelerated by the new def-
inition of the extent of P(G), which limits P from Creation to the Sinai pericope. 

1 See Noth, Numeri, 8 (ET: 5).
2 See, e.g., Rendtorff, Pentateuch; H. Schmid, Sogenannte Jahwist; Van Seters, Prologue 

to History.
3 See the discussions in the following volumes: Gertz et al., Abschied vom Jahwisten; Schmid 

et al., Farewell to the Yahwist? More recently, see Gertz et al., Formation of the Pentateuch.
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With minor variations, scholars are increasingly accepting the notion of this 
“short P.”4 Theorizing a literary unit by P from Genesis to the Sinai pericope has 
inevitably caused a conceptual “vacuum” in the scholarly reconstructions of the 
formational process between this unit and Deuteronomy. At the same time, it has 
provided a theoretical basis for assigning post-Priestly datings to major parts of 
the narrative after Sinai. The growing skepticism of any pre-P composition or 
redaction of the “post-Sinai” wilderness narrative has also been expanded to the 
“pre-Sinai” wilderness narrative (Exod 16–18). The wilderness narrative thus 
requires its own model explaining its literary history, distinguished from those 
of the preceding and following literary units.

Since the wilderness narrative in its present form is regarded as the youngest 
in the formation process of the Pentateuch, its composition and redaction would 
explain how and when the lengthy formative process of the Pentateuch was 
completed. This means that the thus-far neglected wilderness narrative (or the 
main parts of Numbers) should stand at the core of the study of Pentateuchal 
formation.

Additionally, the relatively late formation of the narrative, mainly during the 
Persian period, would provide methodological justification and new interpre-
tive possibilities to read the narrative against the religious, social, economic, 
and political contexts of the period. Despite our still-limited knowledge of the 
Persian period, recent developments in historical studies and new archaeological 
findings, not only of Yehud but also of the Persian Empire and its different sa-
trapies and provinces, provide fertile soil for fresh and rich interpretations of 
the narrative.

The aim of the present study is thus two-fold: Firstly, it delves into the lit-
erary history of the wilderness narrative and suggests a formational model that 
explains its peculiar literary features, including its diverse subject matter, repe-
titive or conflicting episodes, dynamic intertextual connections, and disagreeing 
voices on important social and political issues. The dominant models in present 
Pentateuchal scholarship of a “linear development” through successive phases 
of expansion and reworking neither satisfactorily explain those features nor suit-
ably reflect the social diversity of Persian Yehud and the diaspora communities. 
Instead of a strictly linear model, the present study suggests a model of scribal 
debate between different scribal circles representing voices and interests of di-
verse social groups in Yehud, Samaria, and diaspora communities. 

This study also endeavors to interpret different episodes of the wilderness 
narrative by reconstructing the socio-historical context of the Persian period. 
To be sure, earlier traditions stemming from the early monarchic or even pre-
monarchic periods may be traced from some of the episodes. Early traditions are 
nevertheless reformulated by later scribes with new meanings for contemporary 

4 For further, see below, III.7.2.
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audiences. It is therefore of vital importance to understand the episodes within 
the socio-historical contexts in which they were (re)formulated and performed.

The basic frame, model, and methodology of this study to achieve this aim are 
further elaborated in what follows. Beforehand, however, a history of scholar-
ship on the formation of the wilderness narrative as well as the currently sug-
gested models and their limitations are discussed.

1. Pentateuchal Formation Models and the Wilderness Narrative

1.1. The Views based on the Classical Documentary Model

According to the classical “Wellhausenian” Documentary Hypothesis, the 
sources J, E, and P were also found in the wilderness narrative. Most major 
commentaries on Numbers have been written based on this classical scheme.5 
For example, from Gray’s commentary (1912)6 to relatively recent ones by 
Baruch Levine7 (1993, 2000) and Horst Seebass (1993–2002),8 the Documentary 
Hypothesis with some modifications served as the basic framework for under-
standing the composition and date of Numbers. Some commentaries presup-
pose significantly modified documentary models. Jacob Milgrom, for instance, 
developed Yehezekel Kaufmann’s view and argued for an early dating of P in 
Numbers in the early or even pre-monarchic period.9 Philip J. Budd’s Numbers 
commentary involves a modified concept of the “Yahwist” as an editor/author 
in the time of Josiah.10 The classical JEDP framework is still accepted by some 
circles for reconstruction of the composition of the Pentateuch.11

Nevertheless, a validity of the classical Documentary model in Numbers ha 
already been denied by Martin Noth. He argued, as seen above, that the classical 
source division does not work well for the wilderness narrative, and in Numbers 
in particular.12 Noth also underestimated the narrative’s tradition-historical sig-
nificance. He claimed that the theme of “Guidance in the Wilderness” is “not a 

 5 The Pentateuchal wilderness narrative is found in Exodus and Numbers, and commentaries 
can therefore hardly cover the whole narrative.

 6 Gray, Numbers.
 7 Levine, Numbers 1–20; idem, Numbers 21–36.
 8 Seebass, Numeri (3 vols.). Seebass, however, significantly modifies the classical scheme 

by suggesting a thorough “Numbers redaction” in the Book of Numbers.
 9 See Milgrom, Numbers; see also Licht, Numbers, XI–XXI; Kaufmann, The Religion of 

Israel.
10 Budd, Numbers, xxii–xxiv.
11 Notably, the recent “Neo-Documentarians” are reviving the classical source criticism in 

a more rigid form than that of Wellhausen. See, e.g., Baden, Composition; idem, Redaction of 
the Pentateuch.

12 Noth, Numeri, 8 (ET: 5).
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very important or really independent theme,” and that it “presupposes an already 
much advanced stage in the expansion of the Pentateuchal narrative.”13 For 
him, therefore, the theme merely bridges the two major themes of “guidance 
out of Egypt” and “guidance into the arable land”14 and “arose simply from 
the narrative desire to tell something concrete about the further fortunes of the 
Israelite tribes after the ‘guidance out of Egypt.’”15 Noth also maintained that 
the narrative was written by southern Judean authors familiar with the caravan 
routes and their few water sites, and that this circle of authors was also respon-
sible for the introducing the “promise to the patriarchs” theme.16

For Noth, the wilderness narrative has two major themes: The primary theme is 
concerned with existential questions from wilderness life, such as thirst, hunger, 
and danger from enemies. The stories of Marah (Exod 15:22–25) and Meribah 
(Exod 17:1–7), as well as the brief note on Elim (Exod 15:27), concern thirst and 
water provision; the stories of manna (Exod 16) and quail (Num 11) are about 
food; the threat of desert raids and natural danger are found in the narratives of 
the battle with Amalek (Exod 17:8–16) and the bronze serpent (Num 21:4b–9).17 
The second theme is the people’s murmurings, a tradition-historically late devel-
opment compared to the guidance in the wilderness. For example, the etiology of 
the name “Kiberoth Hataabah” traces back to a secondary elaboration of an older 
quail story; the story of Dathan and Abiram is a projection of historical rivalries 
among the Jerusalem cultic staffs in a relatively late period and can hardly be 
original; the addition of the elders motif in Num 11 and Num 12 is also late.18

Besides the commentaries, a few studies have focused on the Pentateuchal 
wilderness narrative as a whole. In general agreement with Noth’s tradition-his-
torical approach, Volkmar Fritz focused on the earlier stages of the wilderness 
narrative’s formation.19 Fritz argued that a pre-Yahwistic collection of wilder-
ness stories was formulated and orally transmitted in southern Palestine, together 
with the story of conquest. According to Fritz, Moses is not originally rooted 
in this tradition; the wilderness episodes were collected in Beersheba, a central 
sanctuary in southern Palestine, and formulated literarily as a “proto-Yahwist” 
text.20 The Yahwist then took over this written form and revised it with his own 
material as a story of Moses and of disobedience in the wilderness.21

13 Noth, Überlieferungsgeschichte des Pentateuch [ÜP], 62, 127 (quotation, ET: 58, 115).
14 Ibid., 127 (ET: 115).
15 Ibid., 63 (quotation, ET: 59).
16 Ibid.
17 Ibid., 127–34 (ET: 115–22).
18 Ibid., 139–43 (ET: 125–30).
19 See Fritz, Israel in der Wüste.
20 The “proto-Yahwist” includes the Meribah episode (Exod 17:1–7*), the manna story 

(Exod 16* and Num 11:4–35*), the Hobab tradition (Num 10:29–32), and the story of Dathan 
and Abiram (Num 16*). For details, see Fritz, Israel in der Wüste, 108.

21 According to Fritz, passages added by the Yahwist include Exod 15:22–25a; Num 1:33a; 
11:1–3; 21:4b–9.
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Still based on Noth’s tradition-historical framework, George Coats endeavor-
ed to prove that the negative wilderness traditions were later development upon 
an earlier positive tradition about Yhwh’s aid in the wilderness.22 Coats drew this 
conclusion analyzing the parallel wilderness narratives, such as the spring and 
food narratives. For instance, he assigned the spring narratives of Marah (Exod 
15:22–27) and Massah and Meribah (Exod 17:1–7) to J, and the spring narrative 
of Kadesh Meribah (Num 20:1–13) to P. In the J narratives, Coats detected three 
successive levels of pre-literary development: (1) the earliest local etiology based 
on wordplay, (2) an intermediate level introducing a tradition about Yhwh’s 
miraculous aid in the wilderness, and (3) the late addition of the murmuring 
motif.23 In the Kadesh Meribah narrative (P), Coats found two levels: the earlier 
murmuring story and a later addition explaining why Moses and Aaron could 
not enter the promised land. The Meribah and Massah traditions were, for Coats, 
also accepted and combined by the Deuteronomist (Deut 33:8) and interpreted as 
exemplary cases demonstrating Israel’s lack of faith in Yhwh.24 Coats similarly 
found that the manna and quail in both Exod 16 and Num 11:4–34 were once inde-
pendent traditions originally describing Yhwh’s gracious aid and were only later 
adopted for the murmurings.25 He further supported his claim by demonstrating 
that the short murmuring stories such as Taberah (Num 11:1–3) and the bronze 
serpent (Num 21:4–9) represent later stages of the rebellion’s development, and 
that the murmuring motifs in these narratives were used only secondarily for 
introducing the danger expressed in the etiology.26 Coats often regarded mur-
muring passages as late additions. He argued, for instance, that the murmurings 
in the sea narrative (Exod 14:11–12) were a later addition;27 the murmuring motif 
was also added later to the scout narrative (Num 13–14), despite already being 
negative in tone due to the failed attempt to enter the land.28

David Frankel, in his study of the Priestly murmuring stories of Exod 16; 
Num 13–14; 16–17; 20, has endeavored to prove the originality and pre-exilic 
date of the Priestly texts in these chapters in line with the early dating of P 
by the Jerusalem School.29 Frankel reconstructs the literary development of 
the texts through detailed redaction-critical analysis, concluding that the early 

22 Coats published heavily on various aspects of the wilderness narrative, but here I focus on 
his thesis in Rebellion in the Wilderness. For his other studies, see, e.g., “Wilderness Itinerary”; 
“Legendary Motifs”; “Conquest Traditions”; “Exposition”; “Traditio-Historical Character”; 
Moses.

23 Coats, Rebellion, 70–71.
24 Ibid., 70–71. Coats simply regarded the text as “Deuteronomistic” without a further dis-

tinction within Dtr texts.
25 Ibid., 83–114.
26 Ibid., 127.
27 Ibid., 136.
28 Ibid., 155.
29 Frankel, Murmuring Stories.
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layers include both God’s benevolent provision in the wilderness and the motif 
of sin and punishment, but the stereotypical murmuring speeches (e.g., Exod 
16:3; Num 14:2–3; 16:3) belong to a secondary Priestly layer. Frankel maintains 
that the early Priestly material is unaware of the Sinai complex (e.g., Exod 16), 
including the theophany and the lawgiving, and that those early murmuring 
stories therefore do not address observance of the commandments. For Frankel, 
the Priestly murmuring stories are thus earlier than Deut 8:2 and Ezek 20, which 
envision the wilderness period as a test of obedience to the commandments and 
as a period of unlawful idolatry, respectively.

1.2. The Newer Models

The gradual decline of the classical source-critical framework after the 1970s 
necessitated new models of formation for the Pentateuch. Various models have 
developed for the entire Pentateuch or parts thereof, and basically in two op-
posite directions: simpler, two-layer models and more complex models with 
multiple layers. Since it is neither possible nor necessary in this subsection to 
discuss the newer models comprehensively, I focus only on those relevant to the 
formation of the wilderness narrative.

1.2.1. Two-Layer Models

The two-layer models maintain the fundamental division between the Priestly 
and the non-Priestly layers and identify diverse texts based on this division . 
These models, however, deviate from each other according to their definitions of 
the non-P texts. John Van Seters, for instance, posits a late, post-Dtr Yahwist (J) 
as an author and historian from the exilic period equivalent to Greek historians/
writers such as Homer. This late Yahwist wrote most of the non-P texts from 
Genesis to Numbers as an early history of the people; P is a later redactional 
work attached to this late J. This holds true for the wilderness narrative, for Van 
Seters, wherein he distinguishes between mainly two layers, (late) J and P.

The non-P texts are defined by Erhard Blum as a Deuteronom(ist)ic com-
position.30 He suggests a two-layer model consisting of this Deuteronom(ist)ic 
composition (KD; deuteronomische Komposition) and a Priestly composition 
(KP; priesterliche Komposition). Blum first applied KD to the whole Tetra-
teuch, but later modified it against its presence in Genesis arguing that KD starts 
only in Exodus.31 Similar to Van Seters, Blum reconstructs mostly KD and KP 
in the wilderness narrative. However, he also assumes more written traditions 

30 Blum, Vätergeschichte; idem, Pentateuch.
31 Blum, “Literarische Verbindung.”
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incorporated by KD, though not always specifying them, while Van Seters’s late 
J authored most of the non-P texts himself.

1.2.2. Complex Models

The complex models are based on two methodological presuppositions: the 
denial of a continuous source or overarching redaction at the pre-Priestly stage 
in Gen–Num, and the notion of a “short-P” that ends at the Sinai pericope. These 
two presuppositions are gradually becoming the new consensus in especially 
European scholarship.

Eckart Otto differentiates between two groups of texts, Gen–Exod and Deu-
teronomy(–Josh), which is the point of departure for his model.32 For Otto, the 
primeval history, patriarchal story, and Moses-exodus story were developed 
separately until the exilic period, when they were combined by P (PG). Otto 
argues that P(G) ends at Exod 29*, while PS extends to Lev 9. Through PG and 
PS, therefore, the Priestly “Tritoteuch” was completed and formed approxi-
mately the current form of Gen 1–Lev 9. At the other end of the Hexateuch, an 
early form of Deuteronomy was combined with an early form of Joshua, which 
he designates as the “Moabite Redaction.” Otto’s separation between the two 
literary units, the Priestly redactional work (Gen–Lev) and Moabite redaction 
(Deut–Josh), leaves the wilderness period as a literary gap. This literary gap, 
according to Otto, was filled by two post-Priestly redactional works in the 
postexilic period. The two clusters were first connected by the “Hexateuchal 
Redaction” (“HexRed”) that produced an early form of the Hexateuch. The 
following “Pentateuchal Redaction” (“PentRed”) separated the Pentateuch from 
the Hexateuch, adding several redactional passages into the Pentateuch. Most of 
the wilderness narrative is assigned to these two layers in Otto’s model, though 
he detects some old traditions in Numbers.33

For Otto, both HexRed and PentRed are post-Dtr and post-Priestly and, con-
sequently, presuppose the two literary works. In his reconstruction of HexRed 
and PentRed, therefore, the classical criteria distinguishing between Priestly, 
non-Priestly, and Deuteronomistic texts are not strictly applied. In his two redac-
tional layers (HexRed and PentRed), texts generally regarded as incompatible 
with each other due to differences in language and concept are often mixed 
together. HexRed and PentRed are the formative redactional phases, to which 
he assigns a significant number of Hexateuchal passages. This differs from, for 
example, the models of Thomas Römer and Reiner Albertz, which will be dis-
cussed shortly.

32 Otto, Tora; idem, “Deuteronomium 1–3 als Schlüssel”; idem, Deuteronomium 1–11; idem, 
Das Deuteronomium.

33 See, e.g., Otto, Das Deuteronomium; idem, “Deuteronomium 1–3 als Schlüssel.”
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Based on and modifying Otto’s model, Reinhard Achenbach produced an 
extensive study on Numbers.34 His monograph Die Vollendung der Tora is the 
first extensive effort to fill the gap between the early stages of the Sinai pericope 
and Deuteronomy. For the formation of the wilderness narratives in Numbers, 
Achenbach assumes an old pre-Deuteronomistic strand about the wilderness 
wanderings as a preliminary stage. He assigns to this strand the texts of Hobab 
(Num 10:29–32*), the provision of quail (only some verses in Num 11), the 
scout story (parts of the non-P strand in Num 13), the detour around Edom 
(Num 20:14–21*); the victory at Horma (Num 21:1–3), the bronze serpent (Num 
21:6–9*), the defeat of Sihon (Num 21:21–30*), the settlement in Transjordan 
(Num 32*), and an early version of the Balaam tradition (Num 22–24*). This 
old, pre-exilic and exilic strand was edited and enriched by HexRed at a post-P 

stage, which, according to him and Otto, literarily connected Gen–Exod and 
Deut–Josh (ca. 450 bce). Achenbach assigns most of the non-Priestly texts in 
Num 10–14; 16; 20–25; 32 to HexRed. Achenbach agrees with Otto in assuming 
that the next redactional phase was PentRed (ca. 400 bce). He assigns most of 
the texts with Priestly flavor in the narratives in Num 10; 13; 20 to this redaction. 
Furthermore, he attributes to PentRed the texts containing the non-Priestly Tent 
of Meeting in Num 11–12 as well as some additions to the Balaam story (Num 
22–24*). In post-PentRed stages, he identifies three phases of theocratic revision 
(Theokratische Bearbeitung; “ThB”) by a later priestly group in Jerusalem 
(fourth century bce). He assigns to ThB the remaining Priestly texts, such as 
Num 1–10, late editorial passages in the narratives of Num 13–14; 16–17; 25; 
32, the legal material in Num 5–6; 15; 18; 19, and the chapters for land dis-
tribution in Num 26–36.

Erich Zenger (of the so-called “Münster model”) also agrees with the notion 
of a short-P, finding its end in Lev 9:24. However, he regards most of the Hexa-
teuchal and even Enneateuchal narratives as having been formulated already in 
pre-Priestly stages.35 For instance, according to Zenger, the “Jerusalemite His-
torical Work” (Jerusalemer Geschichtswerk; JG) formed after 700 bce included 
the stories of the patriarchs, exodus, and conquest (Gen 2*–Josh 24*). During 
the exilic period, the Primeval History and Dtn were added to this literary work, 
which was again combined with the Dtr history to form the Enneateuch (Gen 
2:4b–2 Kgs 25* as the Exilische Geschichtswerk; EG). For Zenger, PG and Ps 
were composed separately between 520 and 450 bce and were combined with 
the pre-P texts by the Pentateuch redaction that separated the Pentateuch from 
Enneateuch (around 400 bce). Zenger excludes the non-P wilderness narratives 
from JG and dates them relatively late, but still seems to date them as pre-
Priestly. Therefore, although Zenger assigns many Priestly texts in Exod–Num 

34 See esp. Achenbach, Tora; idem,“Erzählung von der gescheiterten Landnahme.”
35 See, e.g., Zenger, Einleitung, 66–176.
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to Ps, his short-P model does not make any significant changes to the chrono-
logical ordering of the Pentateuchal texts.

Thomas Römer has endeavored to fill the literary gap between the Priestly edi-
tion of Gen–Lev and Deuteronomy quite differently from Otto and Achenbach. 
Through a series of publications,36 he has suggested that the former was already 
complete at both P and non-P levels, which consequently requires a new def-
inition of the non-Priestly texts in Numbers. Unlike Otto and Achenbach, who 
assume two continuous and formative redactional layers from Genesis to Joshua 
(HexRed) and from Genesis to Deuteronomy (PentRed), Römer maintains that 
the main strands in Exodus do not continue into Numbers or further into Deut–
Josh. For him, “the narratives in Numbers, both non-P and so-called P, have 
been formulated in order to make a literary bridge (Brücke) between Gen–Lev 
and the deuteronomistic Deuteronomy.”37 Although he accepts that there were 
redactional phases carried out across the Pentateuchal and Hexateuchal horizons, 
these phases were neither thorough nor formative. Römer therefore applies two 
different formational models to Exodus and Numbers, respectively.

Römer reconstructs the formation process of Exodus mainly in two stages. 
He finds traces of an old Moses-exodus strand in passages such as Moses’s 
birth narrative (Exod 2:1–10) and his return to Egypt (Exod 2:23aα; 4:19). These 
old strands were reformulated and developed by a Dtr version of the Moses-
exodus story beginning with the earlier layer of Exod 3. Relevant to the present 
study, he also assigns to this layer the three wilderness story units: Massah and 
Meribah (Exod 17:1–2*, 5–7*), the battle with Amalek (Exod 17:8–15), and Je-
thro’s visit (18:1–12*). For Römer, therefore, the main strand in Exodus was 
formulated by Dtr at a pre-Priestly stage. Afterwards, P(G) was added to the Dtr 
version, which was again redactionally expanded by the Holiness School (e.g., 
Exod 12:14–20, 43–50; 31:12–17; 35:1–3; 19:3–8; 24:1, 9–11; 29:19–21, etc.). Fur-
ther additions were then made by the Hexateuchal and Pentateuchal redactions, 
yet these phases made only minor contributions to the formation of the Hexa-/
Pentateuch.38

36 Römer’s model has been presented in various articles, such as Römer and Brettler, “Deu-
teronomy 34”; Römer, “Egypt Nostalgia”; idem, “Sojourn”; Römer et al., Introduction, 279 ff.; 
Römer, “Buch Numeri”; idem, “Nombres”; idem, “Mose in Äthiopien”; idem, “Books of 
Leviticus and Numbers”; idem, “Exodus 3–4.” His model has been most comprehensively 
summarized in Römer, “Sojourn” and “Der Pentateuch,” esp. 111–49.

37 Römer, “Der Pentateuch,” 142.
38 Römer assigns to the Hexateuchal Redaction a small number of texts presupposing the 

conquest, such as Exod 13:17; 16:35 [cf. Josh 5:10–12]; 18:1–12 [cf. Josh 2], as well as the 
late additions of 4:24–26; 15:1–18. Likewise, he attributes to the Pentateuchal Redaction only 
minor texts, such as the patriarchal motifs in Exodus (Exod 3*; 4:1–17; 32:13); the Egypt nos-
talgia texts (Exod 14:11–12; 16:3; 17:3–4, etc.); the “belief” motif (Exod 14:31b; 19:9); the 
prolepsis of lawgiving (Exod 15:22–27); the establishment of the legal system (Exod 18:13 ff.). 
See Römer, “Der Pentateuch,” 144–46.
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The formative layers of Exodus (Dtr, P, HS), for Römer, do not continue into 
Numbers. He argues instead that the wilderness narratives in Num 11–25 were 
formulated based on the earlier positive wilderness stories in Exodus 15–18, 
updating them with a negative tone: manna and quail (Num 11; Exod 16), a war 
motif (Num 13–14; Exod 17), and Moses’s wife (Num 12, Cushite; Exod 18, 
Midianite) and father-in-law (Num 10:29 ff., Hobab; Exod 18, Jethro). Indeed, 
those parallels in Exodus and Numbers as well as the negative shift in tone 
in the post-Sinai wilderness stories have been widely recognized. In previous 
generations of scholarship, these aspects were often explained in theological 
perspectives at a synchronic level, within the layers of JE and P.39 Römer’s 
view is distinguished from previous views by his “bridge model” explaining 
them through a diachronic differentiation between the two narrative groups. 
This diachronic perspective is rooted in the idea that earlier prophetic traditions 
remember the wilderness period positively (e.g., Jer 2:1–3; Hos 9; also Deut 8) 
and, therefore, the negative perspective of the period should be seen as a late 
development.40 Additionally, Römer finds Num 11–20 a forerunner of midrashic 
literature formulated as exegesis or commentary of pre-existing texts and tradi-
tions as if a “rolling corpus.”41 He then suggests examples of such midrashic 
reformulation of Num 11 and 20 (vv. 1–13), which form a concentric structure 
around the Kadesh tradition (Num 13–14).42

Römer admits that there are old traditions preserved in Numbers, such as 
the Balaam tradition (Num 22–24*), the story of Baal Peor (Num 25*), parts 
of the conquest of Transjordan (Num 20–22*), and the priestly blessing (Num 
6:24–26). However, these were separate traditions that did not constitute whole 
narrative strands. Römer is skeptical of the existence of an old wilderness 
narrative strand as assumed by Achenbach.43 He argues therefore that Numbers 
was formulated very late, between 450 and 350 bce.

Rainer Albertz previously accepted Blum’s KD-KP model in his socio-his-
torical reconstruction of Israel’s history of religion.44 Recently, however, he 
has developed his own, more complex model.45 Especially for Numbers, he 
accepts Römer’s “bridge model” that emphasizes the diachronic gap between 
Exodus and Numbers in both Priestly and non-Priestly texts and suggests two 

39 See, e.g., Childs, Exodus, 260 ff.
40 See Römer, “Der Pentateuch,” 146.
41 The “rolling corpus” model was suggested by William McKane for explaining the for-

mation of the Book of Jeremiah. See McKane, Jeremiah (ICC), 1:l–lxxxiii; Römer, “Sojourn,” 
427 ff.

42 Römer, “Sojourn,” 433 ff.
43 See Römer, “Der Pentateuch,” 147.
44 Albertz, Religionsgeschichte Israels, 2 vols (ET: Israelite Religion).
45 Albertz, Exodus 1–18; idem, “Late Exilic Book”; idem, “Noncontinuous Literary 

Sources”; idem, “Pentateuchal Redaction”; idem, “Ex 33,7–11”; idem, “Buch Numeri (I)”; 
idem, “Buch Numeri (II).”
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