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On Dealing with Slight

by
Joachim Gauck



Uber den Umgang mit Krinkungen

von

Joachim Gauck



ear Rector, dear Dean, dear Honorary Senator

Dr. Frank Lucas, dear Mr Vice President of the
Federal Constitutional Court, dear Ladies and Gen-
tlemen,

First and foremost: I am delighted for the honour
bestowed on Mr. Dahan Fan and would like to ex-
tend my wholehearted congratulations to him on this
wonderful achievement!

To accept the Leopold Lucas Prize today gives me
double reason to express my gratitude. It is a pleasure
and it is moving to learn that the Faculty of Protes-
tant Theology of the Eberhard Karls University of
Tiibingen has bestowed this prize on me, particu-
larly when one considers the line of great thinkers
and politicians that have received this prize before
me, such as Karl Popper, Karl Rahner, Paul Ricceur,
Michael Walzer, the Dalai Lama, and Richard von
Weizsicker. Yet it is an even greater pleasure and
much more moving when I think of the man who
initiated this prize.

Franz D. Lucas was born in Silesian Glogau in
1921, and because he was Jewish, he fled the Nazis in
1938 for England, where he died in London in 1998.
This Franz D. Lucas was of such great character, that



Sehr geehrter Herr Rektor, Magnifizenz, sehr ge-
ehrter Herr Dekan, Spektabilis, sehr geehrter Eh-
rensenator Dr. Frank Lucas, sehr geehrter Herr Vi-
zeprisident des Bundesverfassungsgerichtes, sehr ge-
ehrte Damen und Herren,

zunichst: Ich freue mich iiber die Ehrung, die
Dahan Fan zuteil geworden ist und gratuliere von
Herzen!

Wenn ich heute den Leopold Lucas-Preis in Emp-
fang nehme, ist das Anlass fiir einen Dank aus dop-
peltem Grund. Es freut und bewegt mich, dass mir
die Evangelisch-Theologische Fakultit der Eberhard
Karls Universitit Tiibingen diesen Preis zuerkannt
hat — in einer Reihe mit so groBen Denkern und Po-
litikern wie Karl Popper, Karl Rahner, Paul Ricceur,
Michael Walzer, dem Dalai Lama oder Richard von
Weizsicker, die diesen Preis vor mir erhielten. Es
freut und bewegt mich aber umso mehr, weil ich
auch an den Mann denken muss, der diesen Preis ge-
stiftet hat.

Franz D. Lucas, geboren 1921 im schlesischen
Glogau, als Jude 1938 geflohen vor den Nationalso-
zialisten, gestorben 1998 in London, dieser Franz D.
Lucas hat die GréBe besessen, im Lande derer, die fiir
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he offered a grand and unique gesture to the country
that was responsible for the uprooting and annihila-
tion of his family. He endowed a prize in memory of
his father, Rabbi Leopold Lucas, who had been lead-
ing the traditional Jewish community of Glogau for
forty years, and had died in the concentration camp
of Theresienstadt.

We can put it like this: the prize came forth out
of generosity, but also from the deepest conviction
that the memory of evil, of millionfold injustice and
millions of cases of murder does not have to result in
hate, rage, and final renunciation of the homeland.
Therefore, I am most grateful for the wisdom of a
man who could have hated, but instead sought to
heal. And his work is continued until today by his
son, Dr. Frank Lucas.

On the one hand, it is a mystery how the desire for
reconciliation has spread in the hearts of the displaced
and persecuted that survived. On the other hand, it
is alarming how in our time again people are being
hurt, insulted, marginalised, and even destroyed; de-
spite the lessons that could have been learned from
humanity’s guilt-ridden and atrocious past. There-
fore, I find myself today addressing a phenomenon
that has accompanied for ages the stigmatisation of,
assault on, and obliteration of others: the phenome-
non of slight.
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