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Part 1

Editor’s Introduction





Preface

This book contains annotations on the books of Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, 
Canticles (also known as the Song of Songs or Song of Solomon), Jeremiah, 
and Isaiah, written by the eminent New England theologian and scholar Cotton 
Mather (1663–1728).1 The annotations on these five books are part of Mather’s 
Bible commentary, which he entitled “Biblia Americana: The Sacred Scriptures 
of the Old and New Testament Illustrated.” Mather intermittently worked 
on this commentary from 1693 to his death, never succeeding in securing the 
necessary support to publish the extensive manuscript that, in its final form, 
amounted to more than 4,500 folio pages. Had it been published at the time, 
the “Biblia” would have been the first comprehensive Bible commentary to be 
produced in British North America. After the American Revolution, Mather’s 
heirs bequeathed the manuscript to the Massachusetts Historical Society where 
it has slumbered in the archives almost untouched for over two centuries. Since 
2010, the “Biblia” is now being published as a scholarly edition. Three volumes 
have been published so far: volume one, Genesis (2010, ed. Reiner Smolinski), 
volume three, Joshua-Chronicles (2013, ed. Kenneth P. Minkema), and volume 
four, Ezra-Psalms (2014, ed. Harry Clark Maddux). Although fourth in the 
sequence of publication, this book thus constitutes volume five of the edition.

The following introductory remarks will be kept relatively brief. While 
aiming to provide the reader with the information necessary to explore Mather’s 
commentaries, I also attempt not to overlap too much with what can be found 
elsewhere. These remarks should be read in dialogue with Reiner Smolinski’s 
extensive and magisterial “Editor’s Introduction” to volume one of the edition,2 
as well as with the shorter but also very insightful introductions to volume 
three and four from Minkema and Maddux, respectively. At the same time, 
this introduction is in conversation with, and will make frequent reference to, 
my interpretative monograph Prophecy, Piety, and the Problem of Historicity: 
Interpreting the Hebrew Scriptures in Cotton Mather’s Biblia Americana (2015), 
which serves as a companion piece to this volume of the edition.

1  The two standard scholarly treatments of Mather’s life and work are Kenneth Silverman, 
The Life and Times of Cotton Mather (1984) and David Levin, Cotton Mather: The Young Life of 
the Lord’s Remembrancer 1663–1703 (1978).
2  Reiner Smolinski, “Editor’s Introduction” (BA 1:1–210).
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The introduction to volume one gives a detailed account of the “Biblia 
Americana” project in the context of Mather’s life. It also presents the manu-
script’s development through its several phases of composition and explains the 
reasons for Mather’s ultimate failure to have it published. Besides examining 
a number of topics specific to the Genesis commentary, Smolinski also offers 
an excellent discussion of the main characteristics and sources of the “Biblia” 
against the backdrop of the history of biblical interpretation during the early 
Enlightenment and the contemporary market for scriptural commentaries. To 
this broader picture painted by Smolinski, Minkema and Maddux have added 
many details and new facets specific to their sections of the manuscript, which 
have additionally enriched our understanding of the “Biblia” as a whole.3 So has 
the collection of essays on Cotton Mather and the “Biblia Americana” (2010), 
in which I also offer an overview of the “Biblia” project and its significance.4 
Readers looking for general background information and a first orientation on 
the history and nature of the “Biblia” are referred to these publications. That 
which is presented in the second part of this introduction about the composi-
tion process and the sources employed by Mather is, for the most part, only 
concerned with the part of the manuscript covered by this volume.

My interpretative conclusions are laid out in detail in the monograph 
Prophecy, Piety, and the Problem of Historicity, which grew from my editorial 
work on the materials contained in volume five. Especially in its first part it 
seeks to address some of the larger questions that have arisen from Mather’s 
commentaries on the Hebrew Bible. The other parts of the book are primarily 
focused on Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, Canticles, Isaiah, and Jeremiah, but also 
make a consistent effort to move from the specific to the more general. Based 
on close readings of examples from volume five, the book discusses some of the 
overarching themes and underlying issues in the “Biblia” commentaries on the 
Old Testament, the methods and approaches that Mather employs, as well his 
responses to and interventions in the larger theological and scholarly debates of 
his time. In many respects, the monograph therefore speaks directly to volume 
five of the edition. It examines in detail Mather’s annotations on the biblical 
books covered in volume five and discusses specific subjects or hermeneutical 
problems that figure prominently here. At the same time, it attempts a first 
synthesis and overall appraisal of Mather’s engagement with the Hebrew Bible 
in the history of the Christian interpretation of the Old Testament. Moreover, 
some reflections are offered in this context on the ways in which the findings 
from the “Biblia” so far challenge the established views of Mather and American 
Puritanism more generally. For anyone interested in probing the deeper signifi-

3  Kenneth P. Minkema, “Editor’s Introduction” (BA 3:1–80); Harry Clark Maddux, “Editor’s 
Introduction” (BA 4:1–80).
4  Reiner Smolinski and Jan Stievermann, eds., Cotton Mather and Biblia Americana  – 
America’s First Bible Commentary: Essays in Reappraisal (2010).
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cance of Mather’s annotations on the wisdom books, Canticles, and Jeremiah 
and Isaiah, it is recommended that they read the book alongside volume five. 
However, to ensure that this volume can also be used independently, a distil-
lation of those findings will be presented in section one of this introduction.

Before we go there, it seems helpful to say a few words about how the 
commentaries covered in this volume relate to each other and to Mather’s other 
commentaries on the Hebrew Bible. Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, Canticles, Jeremiah, 
and Isaiah do not constitute a natural whole in either the Jewish or Christian 
traditions of ordering the canon. Mather’s commentaries on these books came 
to be subsumed in one volume for organizational and editorial rather than 
historical reasons. In the Tanakh, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, and Canticles belong 
to the third and final section of the Ketuvim (“Writings”). Proverbs (with Psalms 
and Job) belongs to the subsection of the Writings which is called Sifrei Emet 
(“Books of Truth”). Ecclesiastes or Koheleth and the Song of Solomon (with 
Ruth, Lamentations, and Esther) are grouped under the Hamesh Megillot (“The 
Five Scrolls”). In the Old Testament, Proverbs and Ecclesiastes are commonly 
grouped together with Psalms and Job as belonging to the “wisdom books,” 
while Canticles has always been regarded as sui generis in the Christian tradition. 
Within these larger groupings of the canon, both Jewish and Christian exegetes 
in Mather’s day generally understood Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, and Canticles as 
being tied together not just by their overarching theme of moral and spiritual 
instruction but also by their common Solomonic authorship. For these rea-
sons, Mather’s contemporaries often approached them together and published 
commentaries that contained annotations on more than one of them. Mather 
himself clearly worked on the three “Solomonic books” during the same periods 
of time and did the bulk of entries in the same rounds of annotations.

The books of Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, and Canticles thus would have formed 
an interpretative unit but had no special connection to the prophecies of Isaiah 
and Jeremiah. According to both Jewish and Christian traditions, Isaiah and Jer-
emiah not only belong to a different section of Scripture: the Nevi’im Aharonim 
(“Latter Prophets”) of the Tanakh and the “Major Prophets” of the Old Testa-
ment. They are also, at least prima facie, concerned with quite different subjects, 
centered on God’s particular relationship and dealings with Israel during specific 
parts of its history and, from a Christian point of view, the new covenant with 
the church and the promises of Christ (Isaiah often being called the “Fifth Gos-
pel”). Within the larger groupings of prophetic writings, Jewish and Christian 
exegesis traditionally saw close affinities between Isaiah and Jeremiah, not only 
because of their special eminence but also because of their assumed succession 
as God’s foremost prophets before the Babylonian exile. Just as many scholars 
before Mather had written commentaries on both Isaiah and Jeremiah, he too 
seems to have viewed the two prophets as being in close conversation with each 
other, even though he clearly gave priority to Isaiah. He appears to have gone 
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back and forth between the respective sections of the “Biblia” when making his 
annotations.

This volume thus comprises five biblical books that can be grouped into 
two interpretative units of sorts, but which in many ways are very different from 
each other in terms of genre, subject matter, and historical context. For Mather, 
both units and each book came with particular questions, interpretative chal-
lenges, and debates attached to them, which will be briefly surveyed in section 
one. As I will also argue, however, the two units are very much connected in 
Mather’s interpretative practice by certain overarching themes and underlying 
issues. They, in the final analysis, all revolve around the struggle over how to 
maintain or modify the Christian view of the Hebrew Bible as the Old Testa-
ment in the face of a growing awareness of the historicity of the Scriptures. All 
of these overarching themes and underlying issues are thus broadly relevant as 
well for Mather’s annotations on the other books of the Old Testament. Because 
the three Solomonic books and the two major prophets provide such a wide 
cross-section from the Hebrew Scriptures in terms of genre, subject matter, and 
historical context, many of these issues are also addressed in other volumes of 
the “Biblia.”

Mather’s commentaries on Proverbs and Ecclesiastes, for instance, have 
much in common with those on Jobs and Psalms (BA 4) in how they conceptu-
alize the spiritual wisdom of the Hebrew Scriptures in relation to the Christian 
gospel. But Mather’s Christian understanding of Solomonic wisdom also owes 
much to his interpretation of the figure of Solomon in the commentaries on the 
books of Chronicles and Kings (BA 3). In contrast to the prophetic writings, 
the authorship of Proverbs and Ecclesiastes (traditionally ascribed to Solomon) 
was already hotly debated at the time, which links these commentaries to 
those on Job, Psalms, and especially the Pentateuch, whose provenance was 
similarly discussed by Mather and his contemporaries (BA 1). Furthermore, 
Mather’s annotations on Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, and in particular on Canticles 
considerably intersect with those on Job and Psalms in how they struggle to 
reconcile traditional forms of prefigurative exegesis, specifically allegory, and 
pious christocentric applications with the new attention to the historicity of the 
Hebrew Scriptures. Mather’s commentaries on Canticles also showcase his use 
of a historico-prophetic approach to parts of the Hebrew Bible that were not 
prophetic writings in the narrower sense of the term. This, too, is something 
that we see repeatedly in the sections on Job and Psalms.

In turn, Mather’s commentaries on Isaiah and Jeremiah have much in com-
mon with his commentaries on the other Old Testament prophets. They contain 
the essence of his theology of substitution and his conceptualization of the rela-
tionships between law and gospel, the old and new covenant, and between the 
natural, ethnic Israel and the new spiritual Israel of the church. They illustrate 
Mather’s understanding of Christ’s pre-incarnate presence in ancient Jewish 
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history, as well as his heavy involvement in the debate over prophetic evidence 
and his prioritization of prophecy as the essential historical tie between Old and 
New Testament. They show how Mather, in response to historical critics, worked 
out a hermeneutics of multiple fulfillments. Moreover, the annotations on Isaiah 
and Jeremiah reveal his strong investment in a specific form of premillennialist 
eschatology informed by a radical literalism. All of these are consistent themes 
in the sections on Daniel, Ezekiel, and also the minor prophets, which will be 
covered in volume six of the “Biblia.” Mather’s frequent discussion of the latter-
day events in quasi-scientific terms is also connected to his similarly oriented 
discussion of the beginning of the world in the Genesis commentary.

This present volume should therefore open up many potential avenues for 
further comparative, cross-canonical studies of Mather as an Old Testament 
exegete. Pursuing these avenues will hopefully pave the way for even more 
comprehensive appraisals of his work as a biblical interpreter as the edited 
volumes of the New Testament commentaries are published. Even on its own, 
however, volume five stands as a monument to a scholarly theologian who was 
more widely read in the period’s most astute biblical scholarship than most of his 
ministerial colleagues in British North America at the time and for a long time 
afterwards.5 He was also more courageous in engaging with the arguments put 
forth by skeptical voices. Long before such concerns became more widespread 
among New England theologians, he was dealing with questions of authorship, 
historical transmission, and the integrity of the biblical texts. As one of the 
very first theologians of the British colonies, he pondered the quintessentially 
modern questions surrounding the Christian Bible and its relation to the 
Hebrew Scriptures – questions which continue to preoccupy those who seek to 
harmonize academic inquiry with a traditionalist faith. Mather himself was fully 
convinced that his “Biblia” offered just such a harmonization and effectively 
defended the authority and integrity of the canon as well as the basic legacy of 
seventeenth-century Reformed theology.

5  Jonathan Edwards (1703–1758) is the only other colonial minister whose biblical exegesis 
was of comparable breadth and depth. On Edwards’s exegetical work, see Robert E. Brown, 
Jonathan Edwards and the Bible (2002); and Douglas A. Sweeney, Edwards the Exegete: Biblical 
Interpretation and Anglo-Protestant Culture on the Edge of the Enlightenment (2015).





Section 1

Main Issues and Topics

On the most fundamental level, the commentaries contained in this 
volume show Cotton Mather’s struggle to read the Hebrew Bible as Christian 
Scripture in ways that he thought were intellectually justifiable as a highly edu-
cated scholar and which also felt satisfying and nurturing as a devout believer.1 
In Mather’s period, the traditional Christian understandings of the Hebrew 
Bible, including its prophetic and, more broadly prefigurative character, had 
come under growing pressure from new forms of biblical criticism.2 These forms 
were simultaneously informed by and contributing to a rising awareness of 
what we today would call the historicity of the Scriptures. The term, on the one 
hand, implies intensified scrutiny of the history of the scriptural texts as texts, 
that is, of their original composition, provenance, transmission, and canoniza-
tion. On the other hand, and more importantly, the term implies heightened 
attention to the ways in which the contents of the Bible are inextricably tied 
into their particular moments in history, shaped or even determined by their 
original cultural and communicative contexts, and thus to the human dimen-
sion of Scripture. Many different intellectual developments contributed to this 
awareness. Among them was the rise of the natural sciences that were giving 
birth to a new understanding of the universe. This new understanding at many 

1  I borrow this phrase from the title of Brevard S. Childs’s book The Struggle to Understand 
Isaiah as Christian Scripture (2004).
2  The best recent history of biblical interpretation in the early modern period can be found in 
the two volumes of Henning Graf Reventlow, Epochen der Bibelauslegung, Band III: Renaissance, 
Reformation, Humanismus (1997) and Band IV: Von der Aufklärung bis zum 20. Jahrhundert 
(2001). For good general discussions of the important developments in the history of biblical 
interpretation in the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries, see Richard A. Muller, “Biblical 
Interpretation in the Sixteenth and Seventeenth Centuries” (1998); Gerald T. Sheppard, “Bibli-
cal Interpretation in the Eighteenth and Nineteenth Centuries” (1998); and Jonathan Sheehan, 
The Enlightenment Bible: Translation, Scholarship, Culture (2005). For the Hebrew Bible/Old 
Testament in particular, a wealth of knowledge is provided by the essays in Magne Sæbø, ed., 
Hebrew Bible /Old Testament: From the Renaissance to the Enlightenment (2008). Hans-Joachim 
Kraus’s Geschichte der historisch-kritischen Erforschung des Alten Testaments (1969), pp. 7–103, is 
still very helpful, if somewhat dated in its theological assessments. This is even truer for Ludwig 
Diestel’s Geschichte des Alten Testaments in der christlichen Kirche (1869), pp. 317–554, which 
nevertheless contains many useful insights.

Section 1: Main Issues 
and Topics
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points proved hard to reconcile with cosmological notions to be found in the 
Scriptures, and thereby worked to distance the biblical worldview from a self-
consciously modern outlook. The sheer growth of knowledge about ancient 
history and civilizations, triggered by the recovery of textual corpora since the 
Renaissance, was also a significant factor.3

Most directly, however, this rising awareness of historicity appears as an 
outgrowth of the ways in which post-Reformation Protestant exegesis, especially 
Reformed and Arminian exegesis, had increasingly combined its prioritization 
of the literal sense with a humanistic hermeneutics. Besides philological analysis, 
this made inquiries into authorial intention and the original historical-commu-
nicative contexts the key to determining the meaning of scriptural texts. By the 
mid-seventeenth century some Reformed scholars, notably the Dutch Arminian 
Hugo Grotius (see section two), had already found such inquiries leading them 
to debate freely the soundness of many of the standard ways of finding Christ in 
the Hebrew Scriptures, because they appeared to disregard the religious and cul-
tural particularity, that is the “Jewishness,” of texts and what these would have 
intended to communicate to their original audience in their specific historical 
situations.4 Grotius’s Annotationes ad Vetus Testamentum (1644) is of crucial 
importance to the “Biblia” project and influences the entries of this volume at 
every turn.5 Although Mather had a grudging respect for Grotius’s scholarship, 
he regarded many of its results and implications as eminently dangerous and 
worked to defuse their explosive potential. In more than one way, the “Biblia” 
does in fact appear as an attempt to formulate a convincing answer to Grotius 
and those contemporary intellectuals, such as Benedict de Spinoza (Baruch 
Spinoza, 1632–1677),6 who were pushing the historical-contextual approach to 
ever more radical conclusions. As he started his project in the 1690s, in Mather’s 
mind this alarming trend was probably most prominently embodied by Jean 
LeClerc (Johannes Clericus, 1657–1736), whose writings not only challenged 
the predominant understanding of the inspiration and authorship of the biblical 
texts but also the role of some of the Hebrew Scriptures in the Christian canon.7

3  On the notion of the historical revolution of the seventeenth century, see Amos Funken-
stein, Theology and the Scientific Imagination from the Middle Ages to the Seventeenth Century 
(1986); and Klaus Scholder, The Birth of Modern Critical Theology (1990).
4  Grotius and his followers were thus frequently attacked by their critics (including Mather) 
for what was perceived as his “Judaizing” tendencies. The term “Judaizer” was applied “to Chris-
tians who consciously or unconsciously interpret an Old Testament passage after the fashion of 
the Jews. Usually this entails seeking an immediate historical reference to a prophecy deemed 
messianic by Christian tradition.” Childs, The Christian Struggle, p. 233.
5  The Annotationes were subsequently incorporated into the Opera omnia theologica (1679), 
from which I also cite. The best recent general treatments of Grotius as an exegete are by Hen-
ning Graf Reventlow in his Epochen der Bibelauslegung, Band III, pp. 211–25.
6  On Mather’s engagement with Spinoza, see Reiner Smolinski, “Authority and Interpreta-
tion: Cotton Mather’s Response to the European Spinozists” (2006).
7  LeClerc’s most influential work was Sentimens de quelques theologiens de Hollande sur 
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176–83, 219, 445, 545–6, 587, 867
Aelianus (Aelian), Claudius ​ 338, 487, 

494, 522, 681
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472, 478, 635, 648–9, 742, 778, 809, 
912, 923, 938

Ager, Thomas ​ 55
Agur ​ 19, 333–4, 336
Ahaz ​ 18, 36, 42, 388, 567, 570, 601–3, 

608–15, 619, 626, 654, 665, 689, 691, 
724, 729, 748, 771
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Ahimelech ​ 410
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on Isaiah ​ 571, 657, 672, 811, 820, 
841
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Alchemy. See also Hermeticism; Kabbalah ​
37–8, 44, 98, 445, 855–6, 887

Alcuin (Alcuinus, Alhwin, Albinus, 
Flaccus) ​
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on Canticles ​ 493
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Alexandria ​ 65, 69, 159, 198–9, 634, 

646, 848, 938
Alleine, William ​ 508
Allix, Pierre ​ 82, 304, 575, 739, 743–4, 

844
Almonacir, Jerónimo ​ 501, 522
Almond(‑tree). See also Tree ​ 34, 450–3, 

861–3
Alms-(giving) ​ 161, 205, 218, 232, 286, 

291, 445
Aloe(s). See also Spices ​ 496, 542
Alsop, Vincent ​ 58–9, 440
Altar. See also Sacrifice(s); Offering(s); 

Idolatry ​ 482, 521, 593–4, 670, 677–8, 
694, 706, 714, 727, 767, 772–3, 815, 
836, 847–8, 896, 945

Alting, James (Jacob) ​ 82, 91, 831–2, 929
Amalekites ​ 927
Amama, Sixtinus ​ 61, 74, 177, 300, 425, 

711
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Pseudo-Ambrose ​ 291, 341–2
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31, 45–7, 80–1, 97, 452, 455, 856
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Ammianus Marcellinus ​ 909
Amorites ​ 557, 655
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Animal(s) ​ 16, 28, 58, 141, 171, 182, 
259, 297, 315, 333–4, 338, 346–8, 
382–3, 386, 412, 451, 493, 504, 530, 
615, 640–1, 647, 701, 713, 719, 723, 
736–7, 775, 796, 824, 834, 856, 890, 
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Bee ​ 494, 544
Bird ​ 33, 146–7, 182, 197, 223, 295, 
314, 323, 337–9, 371, 439–41, 450, 
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737, 824
Donkey ​ 314
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664, 755–6, 782
Goat ​ 153–4, 171, 326, 348, 388–9, 
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Fox ​ 319, 480–1, 534, 542, 737, 890
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597, 634, 657, 683–4, 690, 865, 882, 
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726, 740, 796, 811, 900, 918
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684, 719, 722, 739, 759, 890, 940–1, 
943
Mule ​ 485, 683
Mouse, Bear-Mouse ​ 344–6, 857
Oxen ​ 234, 246, 283, 615, 636, 730, 
759
Reptiles ​ 346, 641
Serpent, Snake ​ 179, 208, 286, 289, 
297, 339–42, 412, 435, 477, 480, 641, 
654, 719, 759, 799, 920
Spider ​ 345–6, 833–4
Wolf ​ 632, 737, 891
Worm ​ 758–9, 858–9
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443, 465, 477, 483–4, 509, 532, 536, 
594, 598, 600, 635, 638, 651, 677–8, 
687, 690, 725, 732, 744, 760, 774, 
803, 815, 829, 841, 843–4, 864, 916, 
919, 940
Cherubim ​ 393, 408, 538, 598, 633, 
726, 743, 837
Heavenly Host ​ 465, 508, 735, 743
Seraphim ​ 592–3, 595, 598

Anglicanism, Anglican, Church of 
England ​ 57–8, 62, 65–6, 68, 70, 78, 
83–5, 90, 95, 97–8
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682, 688, 826

Antichrist ​ 59, 180, 238–41, 534, 543, 
551–5, 557, 560, 573, 695, 702–3, 
724, 736

Apologetics ​ 77–8, 86, 89–90, 92, 97, 
100, 259
and Biblical Criticism ​ 11–3, 24, 27, 
31, 40, 42, 95
Anti-Jewish ​ 61, 77, 163, 258, 261, 
802, 909, 920
Against Modern Skepticism ​ 448, 614, 
873

Apokatastasis panton ​ 159–60, 597
Apple(s), Apple-tree. See also Fruit, Tree ​

181, 303–5, 477, 530–1, 548, 558, 
561

Application. See Interpretation, Methods 
of ​

Apuleius (Lucius Apuleius Madaurensis) ​
314, 351, 785

Augsburg, Peace of ​ 559
Rabbi Aquiba ​ 524
Aquinas, Thomas (Thomas of Aquin, 

Tommaso d’Aquino) ​ 65
on Proverbs ​ 170, 201, 203, 267, 318
on Ecclesiastes ​ 366, 423, 429

Arabia, Arabians, Arabic ​ 14, 51, 57–8, 
77, 83, 89, 335–6, 344–5, 348, 453, 
494, 496, 510, 526, 541, 544, 655–8, 
660, 664–5, 675, 680, 685–6, 694, 
699, 711, 737, 766, 771, 848, 870, 
878, 881, 896, 910

Arian, Arianism ​ 58, 97, 187, 202, 545, 
550, 610, 834

Aristophanes ​ 440, 639, 785
Aristotle (Aristoteles) ​ 32, 85, 145, 199, 

214, 363, 431, 437, 488, 513, 777, 
782, 858, 879, 942–3

Pseudo-Aristotle ​ 782
Arias Montanus, Benedictus (Benito Arias 

Montano). See Antwerp Polyglot ​
Arich Anpin. See also Kabbalah; Zeir 

Anpin ​ 194–5
Ark. See Covenant ​
Arminianism ​ 10, 58, 65, 71, 89

Arm(s) ​ 41, 135, 157–8, 230, 347, 422, 
446, 449, 454, 502, 520, 561, 565, 
580, 627, 648, 673, 681, 687–8, 705, 
730, 754, 781, 853–4
Arm of the Lord, of God. See God ​

Army ​ 33, 139, 506–7, 509, 550, 552, 
554–5, 557, 590, 598, 612, 614, 618, 
627–8, 639, 654, 661, 669, 671, 681, 
683–4, 691, 695, 703, 708, 723–4, 
729, 731, 735, 769, 776, 888, 922, 
947
Army of the Lord, of Heaven ​ 185, 598

Arndt, Johann ​ 37, 80, 456–7, 469
Arnobius Afer (the Elder) ​ 778
Arrowsmith, John ​ 90, 571, 820
Art(s) ​ 45, 144, 189, 201, 241, 287, 319, 

372, 500–1, 549, 693
Artaxerxes ​ 774, 779, 791
Ashtoreth. See also Venus ​ 417
Asia ​ 308, 541, 644, 646, 663, 713, 753, 

776
Assyria, Assyrians ​ 18, 89, 93, 282, 317, 

410, 600–1, 608, 612, 614–5, 618, 
623, 627–30, 635, 639, 653–4, 657, 
659–60, 663, 668–71, 676–81, 684, 
691, 694, 698–701, 706, 709, 711, 
715, 717–23, 729–36, 740–2, 744, 
751, 769, 937, 947
Assyrian Captivity ​ 623, 664, 681
Assyrian Religion ​ 698, 857, 876

Astrology, Astrologers. See also Magical, 
Magician(s); Idolatry ​ 73, 366, 783, 
834, 855

Astronomy, Astronomers. See also 
Comets; Moon; Natural Philosophy; 
Planets ​ 33, 35, 38, 89, 374, 648, 650, 
784, 862, 880

Atbash. See also Kabbalah ​ 911
Athanasius ​ 315
Pseudo-Athanasius ​ 54
Atheism, Atheist ​ 411, 442
Athenaeus of Naucratis (Athenaeus 

Naucratita, Naucratites) ​ 246, 273, 
307, 372, 451, 469, 476, 496, 912

Athens, Athenians ​ 649
Atlantic Ocean ​ 373, 648
Atlantic World ​ 16, 46, 50, 446

Transatlantic ​ 46, 84
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Atlas ​ 372, 649, 755
Augustus, Caesar ​ 139–40, 664, 672, 

753, 758, 847
Augustine of Hippo (Aurelius Augusti-

nus, Austin) ​ 64
on Proverbs ​ 159, 167, 174, 177, 226, 
233–4, 265–7, 290, 294, 296, 300, 
352–3
on Ecclesiastes ​ 386, 406, 410, 415, 
423, 431, 434, 437, 447
on Canticles ​ 472, 547
on Isaiah ​ 595
on Jeremiah ​ 868, 908

Pseudo-Augustine ​ 297, 353
Pseudo-Aurelius Victor ​ 680–1
Avarice ​ 186, 449
Avicenna (Abu Ali al-Husain Ibn Abdul-

lah Ibn Sina) ​ 297, 347

Baal, Bel ​ 230, 563, 611, 676, 782
Baal-Peror. See Chemosh ​

Babel, Babylon(ian), Babylonish, 
Chaldaea(n), Chaldee ​ 14, 21, 34, 40, 
151, 239, 266, 466, 470, 586, 589–90, 
600, 634, 644, 649, 651, 664, 682–3, 
694, 699, 709, 744–5, 751–2, 759, 
766, 770, 772, 783, 788–9, 814–5, 
824–5, 886–8, 903, 910–12, 937, 940, 
946, 950
Fall of Babylon ​ 32, 40, 94, 637–43, 
653–4, 682–3, 755, 757, 760–1, 764, 
766–7, 774–6, 792, 843, 941–7
Babylonian Captivity, Chaldaean 
Captivity ​ 5, 19, 39, 94, 96, 151, 543, 
555–6, 566, 575, 577, 583, 586, 589, 
596, 602, 611, 619, 621–3, 637, 643, 
652, 660, 666, 747, 752, 754, 759, 
765–6, 775, 778, 780, 788–91, 795, 
798, 817, 821, 824–5, 852, 860, 886, 
890, 892, 895, 898, 905–6, 908, 915, 
918, 926, 928, 933, 946–53
Babylonian Religion ​ 652, 744, 748, 
782, 848, 886–7, 912, 944
Mystical Babylon ​ 240, 569–70, 
651–2, 702, 725

Bachiarius of Spain ​ 408
Backbiting, Backbiter ​ 265–6, 309

Bacon, Francis (Lord Verulam). See also 
Evidentialism ​ 68
on Proverbs ​ 140–2, 207

Bagshaw, Edward (the Younger) ​ 59, 414
Balaam ​ 661, 927
Baldwin of Forde (Balduinus Cantuarien-

sis) ​ 249
Baptism ​ 483–4, 495, 511, 637
Bar Hebraeus, Gregory (Abu al-Faraj ibn 

Harun) ​ 396
Barlaeus, Caspar (Caspar van Baarle) ​ 80, 

489–90
Baronius, Caesar (Cesare Baronio) ​ 421, 

552–3
Bartholin, Thomas (Bartholinus) ​ 306–8
Baruch. See Jeremiah ​
Basil the Great (Basilius Caesariensis) ​

167, 901
on Ecclesiastes ​ 434
on Canticles ​ 466, 469, 484
on Isaiah ​ 590, 834

Basil of Seleucia (Basilius Seleuciensis) ​
500

Basnage, Jacques ​ 82, 98, 749, 839, 887, 
912

Bayle, Pierre ​ 98, 858, 861
Beart, John ​ 808
Beast (Apocalyptic) ​ 547, 560, 562
Beck, Matthias Friedrich ​ 759
Bede the Venerable (Beda Venerabilis) ​ 65

on Proverbs ​ 151, 209, 225–6, 274, 
277, 325, 354
on Ecclesiastes ​ 418

Bedingfield, Philip ​ 418
Beersheba ​ 275, 687
Belon du Mans, Pierre (Petrus Bellonius 

Cenomanus) ​ 765, 896
Belshazzar ​ 653, 682, 915
Benjamin, Benjaminites ​ 380
Benjamin of Tudela (Benjaminus 

Tudelensis) ​ 641, 928–9
Berengar of Tours (Beringerius Turonen-

sis) ​ 553
Berengaudus Ferrariensis ​ 269, 283
Bernard of Clairvaux (Bernardus Clarae-

vallensis) ​ 60, 69, 884
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on Proverbs ​ 152–3, 170, 177, 186–7, 
203, 217, 244, 248–9, 259, 281, 286, 
301, 308, 319, 355
on Ecclesiastes ​ 385, 396, 412, 420, 
433–4, 443, 446
on Canticles ​ 471–2, 480–1, 513, 553

Pseudo-Bernardus ​ 259
Pseudo-Bernadus (Oglerius of Trino) ​ 186
Bernardine of Siena (Bernardinus 

Senensis) ​ 412
Berosus (Berossos) ​ 32, 945
Bethlehem ​ 369–70, 475, 495, 918
Beza, Theodor ​ 55, 175
Bible, Scripture, Word of God, Oracles ​

Authorship of. See Canticles; Ecclesias-
tes; Proverbs; Isaiah; Jeremiah ​
Authorial, Original Intention of. See 
also Divine Intention ​ 10, 17–8, 23, 
26–9, 38–9, 42, 50, 69, 87, 94, 96, 
282, 357–9, 463, 523–4, 604, 610–1, 
672, 687–8, 699–701, 733, 763–4
Authority of ​ 7, 11–2, 27, 31, 36, 44, 
72, 95, 100
as Book of the Messiah ​ 27, 30, 163, 
787
Canon, Canonization of ​ 5, 7, 9–10, 
13–4, 18–21, 25–6, 49, 69, 71, 462
Chronology of ​ 18, 52, 591–2, 665, 
743–4, 866, 903, 950–53
Divine Intention. See also Authorial 
Intention; Holy Spirit ​ 27, 30, 291, 
573, 672, 701, 712, 856
Geography of ​ 32, 58, 73, 78, 98, 473, 
475, 481, 493, 496, 500, 574, 621, 
633–5, 640–2, 645–7, 655–6, 668, 
675–6, 680, 692, 743, 791, 892, 938, 
944
Interior Sense of ​ 305
See Interpretation, Methods of ​
Proposals for Revised Translations of ​
15–6, 57, 82, 88–9, 150, 156, 160, 
162, 164–6, 168, 173, 187, 189, 192, 
201, 203, 206–8, 210, 217–9, 226, 
228, 232, 242, 244, 247, 249, 252, 
254, 257, 262–3, 267, 271, 274, 278, 
280, 284, 287, 290, 299, 301, 304–5, 
308, 312, 316–7, 319, 322, 331, 
352, 363, 368, 371, 373, 381, 386, 

399, 408–9, 411, 416, 422, 425, 442, 
459–60, 471, 506, 644, 652, 666, 680, 
684, 689, 702, 712–3, 728–9, 767, 
788, 791, 796, 808, 849, 857–8, 864, 
867, 878, 889, 900, 925, 937
Verified by Natural Philosophy. See 
also Evidentialism ​ 33–8, 58, 78–9, 
98, 214–5, 410, 446, 854–5, 861–2, 
879–82, 935–6
Verified by Pagan Sources. See also 
Evidentialism ​ 64, 86, 326, 364, 372, 
448, 513–4, 683, 782, 805, 886, 
910–1, 942–3, 945
Relation to Pagan Philosophy. See also 
Euhemerism and prisca theologia ​ 20, 
86, 145, 158, 198–9, 282, 331, 372, 
437, 477, 494, 513, 644–51, 704, 758, 
777–8, 783–6, 860–1, 901, 918, 922
Unity of ​ 12, 27, 39–40, 72, 241
Text (Variants, Corruptions) ​ 13–4

Bible, Versions or Translations of ​
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780, 789, 794, 805, 807–8, 812–4, 
818, 824, 829, 859, 871, 874–5, 886, 
896–7, 901, 906, 935, 950–1

Wife, Wives. See also Bride ​ 171, 197, 
271, 301, 324, 355, 371, 416, 463, 
465, 493, 507, 515, 648–9, 664, 681, 
815, 783, 817, 927, 947
of Bishops and Elders ​ 617
of the Jews ​ 935
Lot’s Wife. See Lot ​
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Old Wives Fables ​ 880
Solomon’s Wives. See Solomon ​

Wilcox, Thomas ​ 55, 58, 235
Wilderness ​ 255, 286, 479, 537, 561, 

586, 615, 629, 660, 682, 693–4, 730, 
739, 760, 766, 773, 927, 950

Wilkins, John ​ 78, 214
William of Saint Thierry (Guillelmus de 

Sancto Theodorico) ​ 513
Williram of Ebersberg (Willeramus 

Eberspergensis) ​ 79, 471, 512
Wilson, Bernard ​ 559
Wine. See also Vine ​ 301, 306–8, 438–9, 

517, 520, 524–5, 531, 533, 541, 
543–4, 558, 560, 570, 589, 662, 696, 
708, 776, 820, 910, 928
as Destructive, Temptation ​ 165, 275, 
297–8, 351, 368, 437

Wings ​ 197, 295, 440, 439, 469, 520, 
592, 598, 668–9, 672, 726, 755–6, 
759, 879

Wisdom(e), Wise ​
Books ​ 5, 19–21, 26, 28, 68, 96, 160
as Christ. See Christ, as Wisdom ​
Divine ​ 180, 287, 294, 374
of God ​ 147, 179–80, 190, 733, 754, 
882
and the Heart ​ 242, 255, 366, 368, 
430
Heavenly ​ 153, 201
Hidden ​ 196
Maidens of ​ 201
Maxims of ​ 164–5
Personified as Female ​ 30, 158–9, 164, 
196, 200
of Solomon. See also Wise Man ​ 366, 
465, 885
as Tree of Life ​ 159
Way of ​ 164–5, 233
Word(s), Sayings, Oracles of ​ 144–5, 
160, 166, 254, 312, 321, 428, 457–8

Wise Man, Men. See also Solomon ​
141–4, 146–7, 154, 157–8, 160–1, 
164, 171, 173, 176, 185, 209, 214, 
217, 221, 235, 237–8, 242, 252, 
255, 260, 262, 264, 269, 274–7, 
287, 300–2, 321, 330, 333, 339, 340, 
343, 364, 373–6, 379, 385, 388, 393, 

401–2, 405–7, 411, 415, 421, 424–8, 
430, 432, 439, 449, 457,461, 565, 
595, 763, 804, 829, 885

Witsius, Hermann (Herman Wits) ​ 91, 
184, 202, 596–600, 763, 844, 926–30

Woman, Women. See also Mother; 
Prophetess; Virgin; Wife ​
Adulterous, Harlot ​ 153, 168, 172, 
176–7, 179–82, 219, 337, 398, 527, 
570
Daughters of Zion. See Virgin ​
Foolish ​ 180, 203, 298,
Godly, Virtuous] ​ 351–5, 417, 527
Mystery of ​ 179
Strange ​ 153–4, 172, 298, 524, 921
Widow(s) ​ 232, 527, 783, 817, 940, 
947

Womb. See also Embryo ​ 79, 336, 340–1, 
445–6, 477, 511, 786, 790

Woodward, John ​ 859, 880
Woodward, Josiah ​ 85, 457
Wool(en). See also Garments ​ 352, 487, 

503–4, 570
Word of God. See Bible ​
World. See also Earth ​

Old World (Prediluvian) ​ 154, 725, 766
New World ​ 478

Worldly ​ 285, 399, 459, 488, 528, 533, 
553, 574, 833

Wrath, Wrathful ​
Day of ​ 186, 216, 250
of God. See God ​
of Men ​ 57, 140, 242, 244, 253, 321, 
330, 426, 557, 731, 939

Wright, Samuel ​ 827
Wycliffe, John ​ 554–6

Xenophon ​ 32, 307, 372, 395, 494, 776, 
779, 792, 918, 943

Xerxes ​ 639, 652

Youth ​ 153, 290, 329, 340, 342, 385, 
434, 437, 447–8, 450, 453–4, 601, 
817, 820, 850, 867

Zachaeus ​ 392
Zanchi, Girolamo (Hieronymus 

Zanchius) ​ 363
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Zechariah (Father of John the Baptist) ​
584

Zechariah, Book of ​ 296, 398, 570, 
583–4, 947

Zedekiah ​ 18, 295, 577, 895, 903–4, 
908, 947, 951–2

Zehner, Joachim (Joachim Decimator) ​
56, 60–1, 146–7, 261–2, 273, 278, 
317–9, 323–4

Zeno of Verona (Zenon Veronensis) ​ 154, 
437

Zeir Anpin. See also Arich Anpin and 
Kabbalah ​ 194–7

Zeus. See Jupiter ​
Zohar, Book of ​ 37, 191–4, 196, 473, 

593, 704, 805
Zoroaster, Zoroastrism ​ 777
Zorobabel, Zerubbabel ​ 357–8, 583, 619
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