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Chapter 1

Introduction

1. The Question of Jesus and Judgment in Acts 10:42 and 17:31

When the protagonists of Acts testify about Jesus, what do they say about him?
Among other elements of their proclamation, they say that he is a judge. This
role is of such importance that two speeches conclude with the most direct
statements about Jesus’s judgment in the book. Peter’s speech to the house of
Cornelius, which marks the shift in Acts to proclaiming the message about Je-
sus to Gentiles, declares in 10:42, 00t0¢ 0TIV O GPLOoUEvOg VIO T0D Be0D
koLt Cwviwv kol vekp®v.! Paul’s final mission speech before his arrest
likewise concludes in 17:31 by declaring that God #otnoev fuépav év f
wélher kplvery v olkovuévny év Sikaroovvn, év dvdpl @ OHploev,
TLOTLY TTOPAOY MV TAOLY AVAOTIHONS AVTOV €K VEKODV.

What do these statements say about Jesus? How does Jesus’s role as judge
place him in relation to other eschatological judges in Judaism? How does Je-
sus’s role as judge in Luke-Acts relate to his authority and identity?? Finally,
how does Jesus’s judgment relate to the final judgment of God?

! New Testament quotations throughout are from Barbara Aland et al., eds., Novum Tes-
tamentum Graece, 28th rev. ed. (Stuttgart: Deutsche Bibelgesellschaft, 2012).

2 The designation “Luke-Acts” appears at least as early as Benjamin Wisner Bacon, An
Introduction to the New Testament, NTH (London: Macmillan, 1900). Henry J. Cadbury,
The Making of Luke-Acts (London: SPCK, 1958) later popularized it. In using this designa-
tion, I affirm that the content of Acts presupposes Luke, although I do not assume a view
concerning the unity of narrative structure across Luke and Acts. Acts, if not the second part
of a single literary work, is at least a sequel to Luke. I agree with Markus Bockmuehl, “Why
not Let Acts Be Acts? In Conversation with C. Kavin Rowe,” JSNT 28 (2005): 163-66, who
refines C. Kavin Rowe’s critique of the unity of Luke and Acts in the early reception of these
two books in “History, Hermeneutics and the Unity of Luke-Acts,” JSNT 28 (2005): 131-
57. Rowe provides his own further comments in “Literary Unity and Reception History:
Reading Luke-Acts as Luke and Acts,” JSNT 29 [2007]: 449-57. For a survey of recent
discussion of the unity of Luke and Acts, see Michael F. Bird, “The Unity of Luke-Acts in
Recent Discussion,” JSNT 29 (2007): 425—48. The authorial unity of Luke-Acts has general
consensus. Patricia Walters, The Assumed Authorial Unity of Luke and Acts: A Reassessment
of the Evidence, SNTSMS 145 (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2009) presents the
most notable challenge but has gained little adherence due to its problematic method. See
Mikeal C. Parsons and Heather M. Gorman, “The Assumed Authorial Unity of Luke and



2 Chapter 1: Introduction

This study considers the christological significance of Jesus’s role as judge
in the speeches in Acts 10:34-43 and 17:22-31 by offering a reading of these
speeches according to their place in the book within its first-century Jewish
context. The unique presentation of Jesus as judge in these speeches both ex-
presses his messianic identity and suggests his divine authority.3

The significance of this study lies most directly in answering the question,
what is the christological significance of the way Acts portrays the presentation
of Jesus’s role as judge in these two speeches? The relationship of this question
to wider conversations in biblical studies leads to three further points of signif-
icance. First, this study speaks into three areas of New Testament scholarship
that have lacked integration: the study of the speeches in Acts, of Lukan theol-
ogy, and of early christology. Second, the approach of this study avoids com-
mon pitfalls in the study of early christology, judgment, and Acts’ speeches. It
engages thoroughly with relevant figures from other Jewish texts, gives atten-
tion to the use and influence of scriptural texts, identifies difference within the
similarity of judgment activity, and appreciates the placement of the speeches
within a narrative whole. Finally, this study suggests further work to address
the relationship between messianism and “high” christology elsewhere in
Luke-Acts and in other early Christian texts.

2. The Intersection of Three Fields

Reading speeches in Acts to consider their christological significance advances
three areas of scholarship that have often been separated. First, it follows pre-
vious research of early Christian proclamation and the content and function of
the Acts speeches. Second, by addressing a theological topic in passages of
Acts, it advances discussion of Lukan christology. Third, through its concern
with christology, particularly messianic identity and divine authority, this
study contributes to research of christology in New Testament texts and early
Christianity. A description of its relationship to studies in each of these fields
follows below, showing the need for further work. Those in the first area of
research, when discussing judgment, do not do so in relation to christology.
Those in the second have not offered developed discussions of judgment and
often include little interaction with judgment figures in other Jewish literature.
Those in the third, while at times presenting Jesus’s judgment as a messianic
or a divine function, have neither developed these ideas nor focused attention
on Acts and its speeches.

Acts: A Review Essay,” Neot 46 (2012): 13952 for a critique, including application of Wal-
ters’s statistical method to other material from Luke and Acts with contrasting results.

3 By “divine authority,” I mean authority of the sort that God posesses rather than merely,
for example, “authority from God.” The former may not, however, exclude the latter.



2. The Intersection of Three Fields 3

2.1 Studies of the Acts Speeches and Early Christian Proclamation

Studies of Acts’ speeches and early Christian proclamation have not focused
on judgment in light of the book’s larger narrative. Three categories of research
deserve note: studies of early Christian kerygma, rhetorical analyses of the
speeches, and studies of the speeches that approach their content as part of the
larger narrative’s theology but do not offer developed discussions of judgment.

2.1.1 Form-Critical Studies and Early Christian Kerygma

Many of the major studies of the Acts speeches until the last three decades of
the twentieth century used form-critical methods to construct forms of early
Christian kerygma to which the Acts speeches could provide windows.* This
often involved identifying common elements in the speeches and removing
content that appeared dependent on the speeches’ narrative context. Close re-
lation to narrative context, in this approach, indicates the secondary nature of
speech content, whereas common elements across speeches more likely stem
from early kerygma.® Since direct statements about judgment appear in some
speeches but not others, these studies either do not consider judgment an im-
portant part of early kerygma or they merely identify the motif as an element
of kerygma without developing its christological significance. The studies by
Martin Dibelius, C. H. Dodd, Ulrich Wilckens, and Donald Lee Jones, among
others, illustrate this approach.

4 The questions of the speeches’ historiographical function and the degree to which they
are Lukan compositions or reproductions of historical speeches have directed another area
of research. Henry J. Cadbury, “The Speeches in Acts,” in The Acts of the Apostles, ed. F. J.
Foakes Jackson and Kirsopp Lake, The Beginnings of Christianity 1 (London: Macmillan
and Co., 1920-1933), 5:402—-27 and Martin Dibelius, “The Speeches in Acts and Ancient
Historiography,” in Studies in the Acts of the Apostles, ed. Heinrich Greeven, trans. Mary
Ling (London: SCM Press, 1956), 138—85, which have influenced most later treatments,
argue that they are Lukan compositions functioning like the speeches in Thucydides. See
Craig S. Keener, Acts: An Exegetical Commentary, vol. 1: Introduction and 1:1-2:47 (Grand
Rapids: Baker Academic, 2012), 258-319 for a recent treatment of these questions with ref-
erences. Keener argues that the speeches are Lukan compositions but that they may accu-
rately represent what their speakers said historically. Two points requiring further consider-
ation, however, are (1) how a scripturally derived Jewish historiography may use speeches
in distinction from Hellenistic historiography and (2) what forms of scriptural quotations in
the speeches and comparison of spoken words in Luke to Matthew and Mark may indicate
concerning Lukan reproduction of speech material. See Marion L. Soards, The Speeches in
Acts: Their Content, Context, and Concerns (Louisville, KY: Westminster/John Knox, 1994),
1-11 for a summary of other studies of the Acts speeches.

5 The discussion of the Acts speeches in James D. G. Dunn, Beginning from Jerusalem,
Christianity in the Making 2 (Grand Rapids: William B. Eerdmans, 2009), 87-98 has simi-
larities to this approach, although Dunn’s concern is the use of the Acts speeches as sources
for history.
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Martin Dibelius’s Die Formgeschichte des Evangeliums discusses the Acts
speeches.® Although Dibelius views the speeches as Lukan compositions, he
finds in them a kerygmatic pattern like that in 1 Corinthians 15:3—4 that he
thinks differs from what appears elsewhere in Luke-Acts. He attributes this
pattern to indirect transferal of the earliest Christian kerygma. He does not
mention judgment as part of this pattern, however, nor does he comment further
on Jesus’s judgment in Acts 10:42 and 17:31. His essays in Studies in the Acts
of the Apostles display the same approach, although the isolation of the
speeches from their narrative context is sometimes even more pronounced, par-
ticularly in “Paul on the Areopagus.”’ None of the essays in the book discusses
the significance of judgment in Acts 10:42 or 17:31.

Dodd’s first lecture in The Apostolic Preaching and Its Developments ap-
proaches the speeches similarly, identifying the content of the “primitive”
Christian preaching, which Dodd constructs from portions of the epistles and
from the speeches in Acts 2, 3, 4, 5, 10, and 13.% While he recognizes judgment
by Jesus as a fundamental element of early Christian proclamation expressing
Jesus’s lordship in Paul’s epistles, he considers Jesus’s judgment of less sig-
nificance in the Acts speeches.’ Dodd does not consider the role of the Acts
speeches within the narrative progression of the book, nor does he anywhere
mention the Areopagus speech.

Wilckens places his own study of the “Missionsreden” against the back-
ground of the work of Dodd and Dibelius, and he attempts to determine if a
selection of speeches displays traditional kerygmatic formulae.!” He limits his
study to six speeches in Acts as “Missionsreden” with brief consideration of
three others, placing 17:22-31 among the latter.!! This work considers Lukan
theology across the content of the speeches, but again Wilckens’s concern is to
determine early kerygma and the degree to which it appears in speeches
through comparing them with each other. He views the statement of Jesus’s
judgment in 10:42 as atypical for the speeches and an example of Lukan sub-
ordinationist christology, yet he also sees in 17:31 “daB der wiederkehrende
Jesus in gottlicher Macht das Gericht tiber Lebendige und Tote abhalten

¢ Martin Dibelius, Die Formgeschichte des Evangeliums, 5th ed., ed. Giinther Bornkamm
(Tibingen: J. C. B. Mohr [Paul Siebeck], 1966), 14-23.

7 Dibelius, Studies in the Acts of the Apostles. “Paul on the Areopagus” is on pp. 26-77.
See chapter 5 for further discussion of this essay.

8 C. H. Dodd, The Apostolic Preaching and Its Developments: Three Lectures, 3rd ed.
(1963; repr., London: Hodder and Stoughton, 1970), 9—42.

9 Ibid., 14-16, 40-41.

10 Ulrich Wilckens, Die Missionsreden der Apostelgeschichte: Form- und traditions-
geschichtliche Untersuchungen, 2nd ed., WMANT 5 (Neukirchen-Vluyn: Neukirchener
Verlag des Erziehungsvereins, 1963).

"' The six are 2:14-39; 3:12-26; 4:9-12; 5:30-32; 10:34-43; and 13:16-38, and the ad-
ditional three are 4:24-30; 14:15-17; and 17:22-31.
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wird.”!? He does not develop how subordination and the exercise of “géttlicher
Macht” in judgment relate to each other.

Finally, Donald Lee Jones’s study of christology in the mission speeches in
Acts addresses the speeches in Acts 2, 3,4, 5, 10, and 13 and attempts to locate
the theology of these speeches either in an earlier, Jewish Christianity or in a
Lukan theology reflecting later christological development.'? His examination
of christology focuses on the titles of Jesus in the speeches, which he argues
were all in use at the time of the composition of Acts and therefore do not
demonstrate an early, primitive christology.'* He includes a brief discussion of
the Areopagus speech in Acts 17:22-31, but only to argue that it is a Lukan
composition.!> Although including 10:42 as part of the “christological kerygma”
in Acts 10:34-43, when he describes christological kerygma in his summary of
elements common to the mission speeches, he does not mention judgment.'®
Jones mentions 10:42 and 17:31 as a repetition emphasizing what Luke deemed
important.!” He recognizes Jesus’s judgment in these two verses as part of a
theology of Jesus’s return, and he seems to imply 6 ®pLouEvog Vo 10D Be0d
KOLTNS COVTWV kal vekp®V in 10:42 is equivalent to the title vidg Oeod by
comparing 10:42 to Romans 1:4.'® He does not, however, develop the signifi-
cance of Jesus as a judge.'’

2.1.2 Rhetorical Studies of the Acts Speeches

George A. Kennedy’s New Testament Interpretation through Rhetorical Criti-
cism led to analysis of the speeches in Acts according to the structure and clas-
sifications of classical rhetoric.?? As in the case of form-critical studies, the
interests of these studies led them away from theological analysis of the content
of the speeches in light of their place in a larger narrative. Kennedy himself
observes rhetorical features in the Acts speeches to illustrate the method of
rhetorical criticism, but, although he notes Jesus’s role as judge in 10:42 and

12 Wilckens, Die Missionsreden der Apostelgeschichte, 85, 108, 215-216.

13 Donald Lee Jones, “The Christology of the Missionary Speeches in the Acts of the
Apostles” (PhD diss., Duke University, 1966).

14 See ibid., 126-72 on the titles and the conclusions on pp. 173-75. Later use of titles
does not, however, mean that they could not have been in use earlier.

15 Ibid., 63-66.

16 Ibid., 78, 82.

17 Ibid., 51n4.

¥ 1bid., 131-32, 168n1.

19 G. N. Stanton’s study of early Christian preaching, Jesus of Nazareth in New Testament
Preaching, SNTSMS 27 (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1974), argues that the
early life of Jesus was important in early Christian preaching, but he also does not develop
the significance of what the preaching said about Jesus, including his judgment.

20 George A. Kennedy, New Testament Interpretation through Rhetorical Criticism
(Chapel Hill, NC: University of North Carolina Press, 1984).
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17:31, his concern is not to develop the christological significance of this role.?!
Many subsequent commentaries include structural analyses of the speeches in
Acts 10 and 17 according to rhetorical categories, placing the statement about
Jesus’s judgment in each speech as part of, or immediately preceding, its per-
oratio.?? Other studies, such as those by Robert F. Wolfe, Khiok-Khng Yeo,
and Dean Zweck, provide rhetorical analyses of the content of individual
speeches, further illustrating the tendency to isolate the speeches from their
places in the narrative.?

2.1.3 Studies of the Speeches in the Acts Narrative

With the increase in literary-critical research in New Testament studies, more
writers have considered the content of the Acts speeches as part of a literary
whole, although few studies focused on the speeches have done so. Marion L.
Soards’s The Speeches in Acts commendably emphasizes the need to approach
the Acts speeches as part of the narrative of Luke-Acts in how they each, with
their commonalities and unique content, relate to their narrative surround-
ings.?* Soards’s effort in analyzing all of the speeches in a short volume and
the lack of thematic points of focus results in a running commentary on the
content of the speeches. The book therefore provides simple observations of
similarities across speeches rather than an argument to establish any theologi-
cal theses. Soards notes Jesus’s judgment in 10:42 and 17:31, but he offers no
development of their christological significance.?’ Other studies have ad-
dressed how the Acts speeches play a narrative function rather than analyzing
their content theologically in view of their narrative placement. They therefore
have not addressed christology. Recent studies have, for example, addressed
the significance of the interruption of speeches,?® as well as how Acts uses the

21 Ibid., 114-40.

22 E.g., Daniel Marguerat, Les Actes des Apétres (1-12), CNT 5a (Geneva: Labor et Fides,
2007), 389, who divides Acts 10:34-43 as follows: 34—36 Propositio: Le Dieu de tous; 37—
39a Narratio I: Jésus envoyé a Israél; 39b—42 Narratio II: Kérygme pascal; 43 Peroratio:
Jésus, Seigneur universel.

2 E.g., on Acts 17:22-31, Robert F. Wolfe, “Rhetorical Elements in the Speeches of Acts
7 and 17,” JOTT 6 (1993): 274-83; Khiok-Khng Yeo, “A Rhetorical Study of Acts 17.22—
31: What Has Jerusalem to Do with Athens and Beijing?,” Jian Dao 1 (1994): 75-107; Dean
Zweck, “The Exordium of the Areopagus Speech, Acts 17.22, 23,” NTS 35 (1989): 94-103.

24 See esp. Soards, The Speeches in Acts, 11-16.

% Ibid., 75, 99-100.

26 E.g., Joshua D. Garroway, “‘Apostolic Irresistibility’ and the Interrupted Speeches in
Acts,” CBQ 74 (2012): 738-52, which argues that interruption of speeches in Acts is a device
to allow inclusion of many speeches without contradicting the irresistibility of the apostolic
message. This proposal misunderstands Luke 21:15 to mean that those who hear the full
message will accept it. Better is Daniel Lynwood Smith, “Interrupted Speech in Luke-Acts,”
JBL 134 (2015): 177-91, which proposes that intentional interruptions in Luke-Acts serve
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speeches of “outsiders” to show God’s control, even through non-Christians,
of advancing Christianity and its proclamation.?’

2.2 Studies of Lukan Theology and Christology

Studies of Lukan christology have not offered developed accounts of the chris-
tological significance of judgment, and, when they consider Acts in their dis-
cussions of christology, have given it less attention than Luke. This follows in
part from the narrative presence of Jesus throughout the Gospel, but also re-
flects the perception that Acts has little concern with christology. Dibelius, for
example, distinguishes the two books by saying of the latter, “the cultic-chris-
tological interest is, for the most part, absent,” and “a pious interest in the lives
of holy men predominates™ instead.?® The statements about judgment in Acts
10:42 and 17:31 have not been the subject of focused study.?’ Few studies of
Lukan theology have developed the significance of judgment for christology
even in Luke, and few have considered exalted figures in other Jewish texts
contemporary with Luke-Acts with depth. Martin Hengel’s Acts and the His-
tory of Earliest Christianity and 1. Howard Marshall’s Luke: Historian and
Theologian, for example, contain no discussions of judgment in relation to
christology.’® G. W. H. Lampe’s description of Lukan christology makes little
mention of judgment.3! Even Frangois Bovon’s chapter on christology in Luke
the Theologian neither includes a discussion of Jesus as a judge, nor mentions

the rhetorical purpose of indicating the heightened emotion of their audience due to the sig-
nificance of the things said.

27 Osvaldo Padilla, The Speeches of Outsiders in Acts: Poetics, Theology and Historiog-
raphy, SNTSMS 144 (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2008).

28 Dibelius, “Style Criticism of the Book of Acts,” in Studies in the Acts of the Apostles,
4.

2 See the references at the beginning of chapters 4 and 5.

30 Martin Hengel, Acts and the History of Earliest Christianity, trans. John Bowden (Lon-
don: SCM Press, 1979) only mentions Acts 10:42 and 17:31 once on p. 60. I. Howard Mar-
shall, Luke: Historian and Theologian (1970; repr., Exeter: Paternoster Press, 1979) men-
tions judgment on pp. 95, 96, 124n1 (in Revelation), 159, 165 (Jesus as judge in Acts 10),
176-77 (Acts 10:42 and 17:31), 178 (the Day of the Lord from Joel in Acts 2).

31 G. W. H. Lampe, “The Lucan Portrait of Christ,” NTS 2 (1956): 160-75. While Lampe
associates the sending of Jesus in Acts 3:20 in Peter’s speech with the return of Jesus in
judgment due to 10:42 and 17:31, he does not consider the Lukan writings to be emphasizing
this theme, saying that “this expectation . . . probably plays a relatively minor part in his
theology” (162). In New Testament theology outside of Luke-Acts see, e.g., G. B. Caird,
New Testament Theology, completed and edited by L. D. Hurst (1994; repr., Oxford: Clar-
endon Press, 1995). Caird does not address the christological significance of Jesus as a judge
anywhere and only briefly mentions Jesus playing a role in judgment. See, e.g., pp. 195-96,
which speak of a temporary and non-eschatological judgment of Peter by Jesus, and p. 251,
which mentions eschatological judgment but not Jesus serving as a judge.
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any works devoted to this theme.?? While Petr Pokorny mentions the theme of
judgment on occasion, including in relation to Jesus as savior, he does not con-
sider its relation to other judgment figures in Jewish literature and only curso-
rily relates it to scriptural presentation of divine eschatological judgment. 3
Howard Clark Kee’s discussion of the titles “Christ” and “Son of Man” in his
theology of Acts mentions judgment, but without development.** He also notes
Acts 10:42 and 17:31 when mentioning the future role of Jesus, but he does not
discuss them beyond noting that Jesus is both judge and the model after which
others will be judged.? The following works by Hans Conzelmann, Darrell L.
Bock, H. Douglas Buckwalter, Christopher M. Tuckett, and C. Kavin Rowe,
however, contribute to a foundation in the research of Lukan christology from
which this study can proceed. Their discussions of Jesus’s judgment seem to
consider the theme either a part of Jesus’s messianic activity or of Jesus acting
as Yahweh without developing either idea. They thereby anticipate my own
conclusions.

2.2.1 Hans Conzelmann

Hans Conzelmann’s classic Die Mitte der Zeit, while focused primarily on the
Gospel of Luke, assumes theological continuity of ideas in Acts, including in
the speeches. Conzelmann observes that two kinds of christological statements
seem to occur in Luke-Acts: “In der einen erscheint die Distanz zwischen Gott
und Christus; in der anderen erscheinen beide hinsichtlich ihres Wirkens
weithin als identisch.”3® He attributes these to different stages of develop-
ment.?” Conzelmann notes Jesus’s role as judge in Luke-Acts, but only as that

32 Frangois Bovon, Luke the Theologian: Fifty-Five Years of Research (1950-2005), 2nd
rev. ed. (Waco, TX: Baylor University Press, 2006), 123-223.

3 Petr Pokorny, Theologie der lukanischen Schriften, FRLANT 174 (Géttingen:
Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht, 1998). Mentions of Jesus as a judge appear on pp. 13, 37, 68, 99,
106,107, 108, 119, 130, 131, 152, 174, and 178, as well as throughout the discussion of Acts
17:16-33 on pp. 132-36. He relates judgment by Jesus to Yahweh’s judgment in scripture
on pp. 106 and 135. His limited development of the theme includes Jesus judging as the
representative of God and judging from his “Schliisselposition” after the ascension in view
of God’s full approval of his life (pp. 68, 152).

34 Howard Clark Kee, Good News to the Ends of the Earth: The Theology of Acts (Lon-
don: SCM Press, 1990), 10-26. The only mentions of judgment in this section are an unde-
veloped statement about the ruler in Ps 2 crushing enemies on p. 12 and two sentences about
the use of the Son of Man title when Luke speaks of Jesus as a judge on p. 13.

3 Ibid., 27. Other mentions of 10:42 in the book are on pp. 29, 53 (incorrectly identified
as 10:43), 89; other mentions of 17:31 occur on pp. 64-65.

36 Hans Conzelmann, Die Mitte der Zeit: Studien zur Theologie des Lukas, 3rd ed., BHT
17 (Tibingen: J. C. B. Mohr [Paul Siebeck], 1960), 163—64, quotation from p. 164, italics in
original.

37 1bid., 163-64.
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to which God appoints Jesus in his exaltation for his eschatological return and,
with references to Acts 10:42 and 17:31, by which Jesus acts according to the
plan of God.?®

2.2.2 Darrell L. Bock

Darrell L. Bock’s Proclamation from Prophecy and Pattern proposes that the
christological use of scriptural texts in Luke-Acts presents Jesus, first, as a
royal davidic figure in the early chapters of Luke, and then as divine “Lord”
by doing what God alone does, a progression that culminates in Acts 10 and
13.3° Bock’s treatment of Jesus’s role as judge is brief but significant. He con-
siders the phrase KpLT1|¢ COVIWV Kol vekp®V in 10:42 as part of the culmina-
tion of this progression in that it expresses a “divine prerogative” of Jesus and
presents him as “more than Messiah.”*’ Bock does not consider Acts 17:22-31
in his discussion of the christological use of scripture, which ends with Acts
13.4

2.2.3 H. Douglas Buckwalter

H. Douglas Buckwalter’s study of christology in Luke considers the christol-
ogy of Luke-Acts to be one of lordship for the discipleship of Christians, en-
compassing the other elements of the Lukan presentation of Jesus.*> Buckwal-
ter draws attention to Jesus acting as a judge several times.* He views Jesus’s
eschatological judgment as a function of his lordship and suggestively cites
Acts 10:42 and 17:31 as showing Jesus’s uniqueness as like Yahweh’s unique-
ness.* He does not, however, develop how Yahweh and Jesus uniquely have
the role of judge, nor does he relate Jesus’s role as judge clearly with either

8 Ibid., 141-42, 164, 172.

3 See the summary in Darrell L. Bock, Proclamation from Prophecy and Pattern: Lucan
Old Testament Christology, ISNTSup 12 (Sheffield: JSOT Press, 1987), 261-79, esp. 262—
70.

40 Tbid., 234-37. The messianic concept that Jesus exceeds, according to Bock, is that of
administering a judgment in “political or administrative” form.

41 Bock repeats the assertion that Acts does not use the OT for christology after Acts 13
as though this assertion were self-evident, e.g., at ibid., 12, 215, 238, 261, 277, 279.

42 See esp. H. Douglas Buckwalter, The Character and Purpose of Luke’s Christology,
SNTSMS 89 (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1996), 74-75, 231-71, 281-84, esp.
258-72.

$E.g., Ibid., 116, 130, 162, 209, 280.

4 Ibid., 185, 209. Jesus’s role as judge, according to Buckwalter, is one of three functions
of Jesus in his exaltation in Luke-Acts. See pp. 215-227, 280.
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divine authority or Jesus’s identity as the messiah. He also provides no com-
parison with other Jewish judgment figures.

In another essay on christology in Acts, Buckwalter argues that Luke-Acts
presents Jesus as equal to Yahweh through its descriptions of him and his ac-
tions, but that Jesus also appears unexpectedly as a slave ministering to his
people.”® This essay, however, nowhere mentions Jesus’s role as judge aside
from one sentence: “But Luke greatly enriches this portrait [of Jesus as equal
to Yahweh] by presenting Jesus not only as deity who is all-knowing, powerful
and present, Saviour, Lord of the Spirit, Judge of all the earth and so on, but
by showing that this kind of deity, by nature, behaves toward his people as one
who waits on tables.”¢ While suggesting that Jesus’s judgment has significant
christological implications, Buckwalter does not develop how it does so nor
respond to possible objections to his interpretation.

2.2.4 Christopher M. Tuckett

Christopher M. Tuckett’s assessment of the study of christology in Luke-Acts
challenges the attempt to establish a unified christology and attribute it to the
real author rather than an implied author.*’” He targets this objection more at
synthetic studies of Lukan christology than readings of specific passages, as I
offer in this study. In part responding to Bock and Buckwalter, Tuckett empha-
sizes redefined messianism contrary to Jewish messianic expectations as the
most prominent christological theme of Luke-Acts. He contrasts this with the
view that a prominent theme in Luke-Acts is Jesus as KUpLOG in a way associ-
ating him with what is unique to God. Tuckett mentions judgment only once,
when he says, citing Abel’s activity in Testament of Abraham 13, that it does
not indicate a “high” christology.*

2.2.5 C. Kavin Rowe

C. Kavin Rowe’s significant contributions to the study of Luke-Acts do not
consider the place of judgment in Lukan christology. He devotes one of his
monographs, Early Narrative Christology, to arguing for a “high” kVpLog
christology in the Gospel of Luke by which Jesus and God are distinguishable,
yet have a shared identity as k\)pLog that emerges in the narrative progression

4 H. Douglas Buckwalter, “The Divine Saviour,” in Witness to the Gospel: The Theology
of Acts, ed. 1. Howard Marshall and David Peterson (Grand Rapids: William B. Eerdmans,
1998), 107-123.

4 Ibid., 123.

47 Christopher M. Tuckett, “The Christology of Luke-Acts,” in The Unity of Luke-Acts,
ed. J. Verheyden, BETL 142 (Leuven: Leuven University Press, 1999), 133—64.

4 Ibid., 155. T. Ab. distinguishes Abel’s activity from God’s final judgment, however.
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