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Introduction 

Angelika Berlejung and Aren M. Maeir 

Destructions often write and rewrite history. This is true of “natural disasters” as well 
as “man-made” catastrophes. But they do not merely destroy existing things and kill 
people; they also change spaces and times. This can happen so thoroughly that past 
cultures and their traditions are simply erased from time and space, as if they had nev-
er existed. However, particularly in the case of man-made destructions, there is also 
the method of deliberately destroying in order to eliminate from memory precisely that 
of which one should no longer know anything about. This can be targeted at one’s own 
culture and nature, but also at those of others. The spectrum of human destructiveness 
exceeds that of other creatures’ many times over, and it includes a broad range of acts 
of violence against human beings, their cultures, identities, their fellow creatures, and 
their environment.  

Terms like genocide, defined as “acts committed with intent to destroy, in whole or 
in part, a national, ethnical, racial or religious group” (9.12.1948 UN Convention on 
the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide), politicide, democide, mass 
murder, massacre, terror, or holocaust (on these terms and their definitions see R.J. 
Rummel; http://www.hawaii.edu/powerkills/DBG.CHAP2.HTM) try to grasp and 
systematize different forms of “death by government.” Even if the phenomenon is 
more ancient, the modern term ecocide (Arthur Galston 1970), referring to the massive 
destruction of nature, is co-related as far as the ecological destruction of their natural 
livelihoods leads to the extermination of ethnic groups (as has happened and is still 
ongoing, for example, to several indigenous peoples in the Brazilian rainforest). Thus, 
ecocide can result in genocide; however, ecocide and even ethnic suicide can also 
occur without the influence of foreign peoples or powers when a population fails to 
recognize long-term ecological trends or its own contribution to the destruction of 
their own livelihood and ecology. Ecocide can also result in ethnocide when the eco-
logical destruction of a people’s cultural landscape leads to the forced abandonment of 
its cultural autonomy.  

The somewhat less murderous ethnocide or cultural genocide is the deliberate at-
tempt to destroy the cultural identity of a particular ethnic group without, however, 
killing its members physically, as would be the case with genocide or democide. This 
is achieved by banning and/or destroying the respective language, culture, religion, 
economic system, livelihood, way of life (e.g., forced settlement instead of a nomadic 
way of life), or form of rule of the corresponding ethnic group.  

Repositories of traditions, knowledge, and literature have been targeted throughout 
history in order to eliminate or change a culture’s memory, identity, and history. Since 
antiquity, book burning (e.g., Acta 19:19) and all kinds of text destruction and icono-
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clasm (i.e., the destruction of images or monuments of relevance for the religious, 
cultural, or political identity and collective memory) are possible attempts to revise 
one’s own but also other people’s past.  

The attempts at complete or even pointedly targeted destruction can, therefore, cor-
rect and revise history or rewrite it entirely.  

The authority to act and the sovereignty of interpretation of past and present events 
by no means lies only with the destroyer and victor, a de facto government and its 
rhetoric of superiority. The destroyed and defeated can also integrate the destruction 
into their own history and its interpretation into their identity construction and memory, 
making appropriate selections and corrections. For example, the loss of political inde-
pendence can be dramatized or trivialized by both the victors and the defeated: still, in 
any case, it affects the social construction of identity and collective memory. The ex-
ternal and internal perspectives can be very different, but they can also converge. Con-
tradictory interpretations are preserved only if they are handed down in some way.  

The purposes of a revised interpretation of the past can be very different as well. 
For example, one can mention the aims to get access to and to redistribute landscapes 
and resources, to achieve a political, economic, or religious aim, by transferring war-
guilt, demonizing an enemy, providing an illusion of victory or divine master plan, 
establishing networks and connections or de-establishing existing ones, re-projecting 
constructs of shared origins, shared traditions, or unbridgeable differences. Sometimes, 
the purpose of a revision of the past is to legitimize innovations, to change the collec-
tive memory and identity, and to shift actual social constructions of realities and soli-
darities according to special intentions in the present. A re-written history mirrors and 
serves ideological, religious, political, and economic purposes in the present. And 
destructions can be used purposefully for this purpose, but even if they were not pur-
posefully made (as e.g., an earthquake or collateral damages of marching-through 
armies), they could be interpreted and functionalized accordingly by the survivors.  

These very complex, multi-faceted, and multi-layered interrelationships were the 
subject of the Annual Conference of the Minerva Center for the Relations Between 
Israel and Aram in Biblical Times (RIAB; www.aramisrael.org) held in Leipzig on 
May 14–17, 2018.  

Writing and Re-Writing History by Destruction – with certain stress on the latter – 
was the topic of the meeting of an international group of scholars whose work is ori-
ented on the area of Syria-Palestine-Mesopotamia, in the past and present. The idea 
was to study the topic from a multi perspective and interdisciplinary approach: Ar-
chaeological studies, Ancient Near Eastern studies, and biblical studies focused on the 
destructions of ancient sites in Israel and Judah, mainly committed during the first 
millennium BCE, by the Assyrian, Egyptian, and Babylonian armies. The concrete 
dimensions of these destructions as tangible in the archaeological records and settle-
ment history – as well as later resettlements – were illuminated in the archaeological 
section of the conference. The perspective of the defeated Israelites, Jerusalemites, and 
Judeans, who had to handle the loss and destruction of their political independency, 
economic resources, and cultic centers, are set down in great detail in the biblical writ-
ings of the Old Testament and in post-biblical literature, indicating that the destruc-
tions of the past were a culture and identity generator of the first rank. The connection 
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between past destructions and their interpretation in the present, by writing and re-
writing history, is especially evident in the prophetic writings, which not only intended 
to support actual discourses of their respective present, but also to offer possible mod-
els for the future, including aspects of anthropology, theology, cult, ritual, theodicy, 
education, ethics, morality, social, and religious organization, even discussing a possi-
ble future of the Davidic dynasty – all oscillating between trauma and hopes. 

Examples of re-writing history by destruction in Assyria demonstrated that the Neo-
Assyrian Empire used destructions as an intentional and structural method, with prac-
tical use and symbolical meaning, for constructing an overarching international empire 
according to their strategic intentions and imperial ideology. The longue durée of this 
kind of re-designing the past in order to design the present according to actual interests 
are highlighted in the research on the destruction of cultural heritage and persecutions 
in modern times until today. It is interesting to note that the change of governments 
and their “official” religion does not necessarily result in destruction, revisionist activ-
ities, or immediate persecution of the conquered populations and their culture. The 
Arab Muslim conquest of areas which had been Aramaic speaking and/or Christian for 
centuries shows that there were several phases of convivency of the different lan-
guages, religions, and cultures, which only developed after some centuries and social 
changes into anti-sentiments and persecution. That governmental attempts to counter-
act their own destabilization and failure can become very dangerous and life-
threatening for ethnic, linguistic, and religious minorities and their cultural heritage 
can be observed during the last decade of Ottoman rule over Anatolia and Mesopota-
mia, and the current Turkish policy, that still intentionally destroys, neglects, or delays 
urgent repair and conservation works on the architectural, sacral, and secular heritage 
of the annihilated or expulsed Christians, who are still wiped out of the country’s his-
tory and landscape. 

Our collective memory is filled with images, experiences, emotions, stories, and 
memories of all kinds of past and actual destructions and their consequences. The 
world community even became the witness to the destruction of our shared world 
cultural heritage in Syria by ISIS (Baalbeck, Palmyra) and the Turkish army (Ain 
Dara). Even if these atrocities against the World Heritage Sites could not be prevented, 
the memory of the history for which they stand should not fade.  

With this conference and this volume we wanted to lay the groundwork for future 
research on the policy of destructions, their intentions and their intended and some-
times even not intended side effects. In our conference and in this volume, we do not 
propose an in-depth study of the topic, but we hope to have contributed to the study of 
the phenomenon of writing and re-writing history by destruction, a strategy and phe-
nomenon which apparently belongs to the human condition, and which already has a 
very long history, still has an impact on our present, and regretfully, will presumably 
have a future, as long as humankind exists. 
 

 



   

 



 

 

I. Re-Writing History by Destruction  
The Archaeology of Ancient Israel and Judah 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 
 

Destruction Events 

Their Identification, Causes, and Aftermath – Some Test Cases 

Amihai Mazar 

Very few general studies concerning destructions in the southern Levant have been 
published.1 The following is a quotation from a paper authored by the late Sharon 
Zuckerman: 

Destructions are highly visible in the archaeological record – they “freeze” a site at one moment of its 
existence, and create a window into the dynamic past. The collapsed buildings, the broken vessels and 
objects on the floors, the layers of ashes and burnt wooden beams all bear witness to the dramatic end of 
a settlement … This is the “disaster movie” scenario, jokingly invoked as every archaeologist’s most 
desirable find. But treating destruction as a single isolable event in the history of a site is misleading. De-
struction and abandonment phases identified at a site should be placed within two larger frameworks: 
that of the site’s temporal development on the one hand, and that of the wider social, political, cultural and 
ideological context on the other. This idea forms the basis of abandonment studies, which aim to study 
sites’ destruction and abandonment as complex social phenomena … Given the ubiquity and preva-
lence of destruction layers in ancient Near Eastern tell sites, it is surprising that a systematic treatment 
of this phenomenon is largely neglected and that there is no conceptual paradigm for dealing with it.2 

Zuckerman goes on to analyze the process of destruction of three Late Bronze cities, 
Lachish, Megiddo, and in particular Hazor, using terminology used in Aegean and 
Meso-American archaeology such as “crisis architecture” and “termination rituals.” 

Yet such fatal destructions like that of Hazor is only one of several types or grades 
of destruction that can be defined in the archaeological record. Israel Finkelstein de-
fined three grades of destruction phenomena at Megiddo and other sites and Igor 
Kreimerman suggested an alternative typology of destructions for the Late Bronze 
Age.3 Other studies were devoted to specific severe destruction events, like David 
Ussishkin’s study of the conquest of Lachish by Sennacherib, Aren Maeir’s study of 
the siege system and destruction at Gath, and Assaf Kleiman’s analysis of destruction 
events that may be related to Hazael.4 

Defining the cause of destruction is not an easy task, and in many cases, different 
explanations are proffered to account for a single destruction event. The sacking of a 
city by enemies is often taken as the default explanation for a destruction layer, alt-
hough it is not an obvious explanation, since not all conquests ended in destruction and 

                                                
1 ZUCKERMAN 2007; FINKELSTEIN 2009; KREIMERMAN 2016; IDEM 2017b. 
2 ZUCKERMAN 2007, 3. 
3 FINKELSTEIN 2009; KREIMERMAN 2016; IDEM 2017b. 
4 USSISHKIN 1982; MAEIR 2012, 25–49; IDEM 2016; NAMDAR et al. 2011; KLEIMAN 2016. 
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not every destruction means a conquest.5 It was noted by several scholars that a city 
could be captured without being physically destroyed or perhaps suffered only from 
partial destruction. It was also pointed out that destructions could be caused by social 
upheaval in urban societies, due to either extreme socio-economic exploitation of the 
population or drought, famine, and plagues, which could lead to riots and collapse of 
the traditional governmental structure and annihilation of symbols of power such as 
palaces, temples, or administrative structures. Such factors have been elicited to ac-
count for various destruction events worldwide, examples from the Mediterranean 
region include the end of the Mycenaean palatial system or the destruction of Hazor at 
the end of the Late Bronze Age. Archaeology can do no more than hint at causes for 
destruction events, and they can hardly be confirmed with any certainty. 

In the following, I will briefly discuss several questions and issues related to de-
structions in the archaeology of the southern Levant, based on my own experience in 
the excavation of four mounds – Tell Qasile, Tel Batash, Tel Beth Shean, and Tel 
Reḥov – with occasional references to other sites as well. 

I. Total vs Local Destructions 

In a large-scale excavation with several excavation areas spread throughout the site, it 
is easy to identify a major severe destruction event. Such an event would, in many 
cases, include thick layers of destruction debris, including burnt mudbricks or stone 
collapse, often accompanied by severe conflagration, mainly inside buildings, with 
lesser signs of fire in streets and piazzas. Often the destruction was abrupt, and we find 
numerous artifacts on floors or in the fallen debris. In cases of total destruction, such 
evidence would be identified in almost each of the excavation areas. Examples from 
my own excavations are the destructions at Tel Beth Shean ca. 1140–1130 BCE, Tell 
Qasile, Stratum X ca. 1000 BCE, Tel Reḥov, Stratum IV ca. 830 BCE, Beth Shean ca. 
732 BCE, and at Tel Batash in 605 BCE. Such total destructions have been attested in 
a good number of cases and, in the Iron Age and later periods, they can often be corre-
lated with historical events. Clear examples are the destructions of Jerusalem in 586 
BCE and in 70 CE. In both cases, destruction layers were located in almost every ex-
cavation area in the city. 

Notwithstanding extreme cases such as these, in many cases the definition of de-
struction is much less clear: ash layers or restorable pottery on a floor accompanied by 
stone fall or brick debris are often defined by archaeologists as a “destruction layer,” 
but as already noted by others, such phenomena, when appearing only on a local scale, 
are insufficient to designate a total or even a partial destruction of a site. In archaeo-
logical publications we may often find mentioning of destructions which are insecure, 
but nevertheless are cited in subsidiary literature as a secure identification and some-
times lead to misleading historical conclusions. In addition, in excavations with lim-
ited exposure, in which a specific period is known from only a single excavation area, 

                                                
5 KREIMERMAN 2016, 236–37. 
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it remains unknown whether a destruction in this particular area represents the fate of 
the entire site. I will present three examples of this problem. 

At Tel Batash, Late Bronze Age remains were excavated mainly in Area B, a 
300 m2 large area, and to a lesser extent in Area A, a narrow step trench along the 
slope of the mound. In Area B, a sequence of five destruction layers, accompanied by 
clear evidence of fire and conflagration, was found, starting with Stratum X of the 
sixteenth–fifteenth centuries and ending with Stratum VIB of the thirteenth century.6 
The three intermediate strata (IX–VII), dating from the fifteenth–fourteenth centuries 
BCE, ended in particularly severe destructions. This is a rare case of such intensity of 
destruction events in a time period of some 300 to 400 years. Can we deduce from the 
findings in Area B that the entire town was destroyed five times during the Late 
Bronze Age? Or might this series of frequent destructions have been restricted to Area 
B, caused perhaps by local events such as casual fire, which did not affect the rest of 
the town? We cannot be sure unless another significant area from this period is exca-
vated sometime in the future. 

A second example is the case of Tel Reḥov.7 During the first seasons of excavation 
we revealed tremendous destruction of Stratum V of the Iron Age IIA in a 10×10 m 
area in the south-eastern part of Area C. Radiocarbon dates pinpointed the destruction 
to the last quarter of the tenth century BCE, and we suggested identifying this destruc-
tion with the one caused by Shoshenq I who mentions Reḥob in his list discussed be-
low.8 Only when we expanded the excavation areas during subsequent excavation 
seasons, we realized that this destruction layer, albeit severe, is a local feature and that 
in most of the excavated areas the transition from Stratum V to Stratum IV was a 
peaceful one. I will return to this particular destruction later in this article.9 

A third example is taken from Megiddo, where Israel Finkelstein, Eran Arie, and 
Mario Martin defined a destruction event in Area H phase H-11, which is in-between 
the two well-known destructions of Stratum VIIA in the mid twelfth century BCE and 
the tremendous destruction of Stratum VIA ca. 1000 BCE, detected in every excava-
tion area.10 The excavators admitted that the Phase H-11 destruction cannot be ob-
served in any other excavation area at Megiddo, but nevertheless suggested that this 
destruction had also brought an end to the nearby Canaanite palace of Stratum VIIA, 
and therefore suggested to lower the destruction date of the palace to the Iron Age IB 
(late twelfth and early eleventh centuries BCE), instead of the Iron IA (or LB III ac-
cording to their terminology), around the mid-twelfth century BCE. This argument is 
not convincing. It seems that the destruction of Stratum H-11 was a local feature in a 
domestic area that happened to occur earlier in the duration of Stratum VI, yet its cor-
relation to the destruction of the palace remains unproved. 

These are just examples of what were probably local destructions that did not im-
pact the entire city or settlement. We should take note of such events, which were 

                                                
6 MAZAR 1997; IDEM 2006b; MAZAR/PANITZ-COHEN 2019.  
7 For Tel Reḥov, see also O. Sergi’s contribution in this volume pp. 61–78.  
8 BRUINS/VAN DER PLICHT/MAZAR 2003.  
9 MAZAR 2016, 106; IDEM 2020, 123–24; MAZAR/PANITZ-COHEN 2020, Vol. II, 186.  
10 FINKELSTEIN/ARIE/MARTIN/PIASETZKY 2017.  
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probably local, cannot be related to historical circumstances and in most cases were 
followed by rehabilitation of the destroyed section of the settlement and did not inter-
rupt the continuity of the local material culture. 

Tel Batash (biblical Timnah) also provides an example of partial vs total destruction. 
I refer to the destruction of Stratum III, which we attributed to Sennacherib’s cam-
paign in 701 BCE. The town is mentioned in Sennacherib’s annals, and the excavation 
has shown that indeed it was partially destroyed during the 701 BCE events; yet the 
evidence of destruction was uncovered only in certain buildings, while most of the 
other structures, such as the city wall and gate, the street system and some of the 
dwellings survived, with some changes, in the subsequent Stratum II of the seventh 
century. This is very different from the consequences of Sennacherib’s campaign 
elsewhere in Judah, such as at Lachish, Beth Shemesh, Tell Beit Mirsim, Tel ʿEton, 
Tel Halif, and Beer Sheba which were completely annihilated by Sennacherib, and 
most of them remained unsettled during all or most of the seventh century BCE, ex-
cept Lachish and Beth Shemesh which were resettled perhaps after an occupation gap; 
at Beth Shemesh outside the mound proper.11 

II. Causes of Destructions: Earthquakes vs Human Hand 

Earthquakes are another explanation often provided for destruction. Obvious examples 
are mostly identified in later periods such as the destruction of Scythopolis/Beth Shean 
and some other cities by the severe earthquake in 749 CE. In Bronze and Iron Age 
contexts, however, the identification of earthquakes is more difficult. At Megiddo, six 
possible earthquakes were suggested between the late fourth millennium and the sev-
enth century BCE.12 The evidence consists of tilted walls, cracks in walls, and heavy 
destructions. However, as the authors of the article published in 2006 admit, such 
interpretations are fraught with difficulties. For example, in the case of Megiddo VIA, 
the heavy destruction and human skeletons uncovered in the southern part of the city 
led the University of Chicago excavators, to suggest in 1939 that the city had been 
destroyed by a severe earthquake, and his explanation was accepted by Aaron 
Kempinksi, Marco, Agnon and Finkelstein, and Cline,13 while others like Ussishkin, 
Harrison, and Finkelstein who (changed his opinion), suggested a military conquest as 
the cause of this same destruction.14 This is an example of how uncertain such expla-
nations can be. The destruction of Megiddo VIA is one in a chain of destructions that 
occurred more or less at the same time in large parts of the Land of Israel: these in-
clude Tel Masos in the northern Negev; Khirbet Qeiyafa in the Shephelah; Tell Qasile 

                                                
11 For recent studies of the Shephelah in the Iron Age see the collection of essays in LIP-

SCHITZ/MAEIR (eds.) 2017; for Tel Batash, see MAZAR/PANITZ-COHEN 2001, 273–83. For Tel 
ʿEton see KATZ/FAUST 2012. For Sennacherib’s destruction of Lachish, see I. Kreimerman’s 
contribution in this volume, pp. 39–60 below. 

12 MARCO/AGNON/FINKELSTEIN/USSISHKIN 2006.   
13 Ibid.; Cline (2011) who discuss the subject in detail and cites previous literature.  
14 HARRISON 2004, 108; FINKELSTEIN 2013a, 34; USSISHKIN 2018, 309–11.  
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209; 283 
Covenant with Mot  166 
Creator  106; 108; 113; 115; 117–18; 191; 

204; 214–15; 218–20; 225 
Crimean War  305 
Crisis architecture (see also warchitecture)  7; 

41 
Crypto-Christians  309 
Cyrus Cylinder  123 

D 
Dagon  265 
Declaration of war text (BM 55467)  241–43; 

247 
De-construction  259 
Decree of Yazīd II  288 
De-fertilizing  236 
Deportation, see expulsion 
De-struction  234 
Deutero-Isaia  115–16; 172; 189–98; 201; 

210–11; 214–17 
Deuteronomistic History (DtrH)  84–85; 88; 

90; 159 
Dome of the Rock  134; 300; 301 
Dönme  310 
Dust (of a city)  245; 260; 267 

E 
Earthquake  10–11; 19; 223; 282; 312 
Easter / Palm Sunday procession  286–87 
Eastern hill (Jerusalem)  130–31 
Edict of Cyrus  123–24; 127 
Effigy (damage on / destruction of)  239; 

260; 271 
Egyptian  12; 28; 48; 195; 291; 297 
 Garrison  12; 16–17 
 Control of Canaan  12; 18–19; 67 
Elamite campaign (Assurbanipal’s)  233 

Enuma elish  111; 114; 116–18 
Ephraim (clan)  71–73 
Erra  241 
Erra Epic  241; 246 
Eternal Dweller  219 
Ethnocide, see Genocide 
European Court of Human Rights  307; 318 
Excommunication  163; 278 
Explicit theology  105–108; 113; 116; 118 
Expulsion / deportation  45; 50; 105; 189–90; 

245; 289–90; 305; 308–10; 312 

F 
Fall of Nineveh Chronicle (Babylonian 

Chronicle 3)  237; 241 
Feats of Tabernacles  171 
First World War / Great War / WWI  305–

306; 308; 313 
Flood narrative  112 
Flooding a city (for destruction)  243–47; 249 
Footstool of YHWH (reference to the earth)  

203–204; 213 

G 
Gad (clan)  72 
Garden Scene (Assurbanipal’s)  240 
Genocide / ethnocide / pogrom 231–32; 259; 

297; 300; 305–306; 311–12; 316; 318; 
320 

God / goddess (common noun)  15; 95; 108; 
110; 116–18; 122; 166; 189; 198; 232–33; 
238; 242; 245–49; 261–67 

God, see YHWH   
God of Jacob, see YHWH 
God of heaven(s) (see also YHWH)  107 
Godnapping  249 
Golden calf  143 
Great War, see First World War 
Greek (language), ban of  294; 296; 301; 313 
Greek Orthodox Christian  277; 293; 296; 

299; 306–307; 310–13; 318 
Guilt (see also guilt and punishment)  85; 

100; 181–82; 214–15; 217–27 
Guilt and punishment (see also guilt)  109; 

217–18; 222; 225–26 
Gypsy, Muslim  307 
Ġiyār rules  287–89 

H 
Hagarenes  291 
Hagiography  281 
Haldi  260 
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Ḫepat  264 
High Priest (Jewish)  124; 127; 149–50 
History of the City of Damascus  285 
Horse industry  67 
House of Issachar  63; 65; 72–73 
House of prayer (see also Temple of Jerusa-

lem)  202–204 
House of YHWH (see also Temple of Jerusa-

lem)  161; 182–83; 202 
Human remain / body / corpse / skeleton  10; 

15–16; 40; 44–45; 48; 51; 183; 247 
Ḫumban  238 
Hymn  106; 113; 115–16; 171; 191; 195 

I 
Imperial Orthodox Church (Melkite)  277–

78; 281; 293; 296; 301 
Implicit cosmology  107; 111 
Iron chain  42 
ISIS  297–98 
Islamization  294–97; 300–302 
Israel (people), see Israelite 
Israel, northern kingdom of  17; 20; 62–66; 

69–73; 84; 95; 101; 105–107; 113; 115; 
160; 165; 209 

Israelite / Israel (people)  18; 28; 29; 62; 70; 
71–73; 85; 89; 101; 110–12; 115; 117; 
124; 148; 160–62; 169; 171; 173–80; 182; 
186; 189–92; 194–97; 202; 204–205; 
207–208; 220; 225; 245 

Israelite conquest  18 
Israelite origin myth (cf. state myth)  70–71 
Issacharite (clan)  65; 72–73 
Ištar temple (Nineveh)  240; 256 
Išum  241 

J 
Jachin and Boaz (at the Jerusalem Temple)  

263 
Jackal  112; 191; 193; 198 
Jacob-Laban narrative, see Jacob Story 
Jacob Story / Jacob-Laban narrative  70–72; 

74 
Jeremiah, book of  21; 49; 94–97; 113; 123; 

163; 190 
Jerusalem, destruction of  8; 21; 43; 45; 49; 

83; 85; 91; 94–95; 98–99; 105; 113; 115; 
123; 128; 159; 162; 167; 183; 189; 196; 
220; 222; 247 

Jewish Quarter  130; 132 
Jew  83–84; 97; 122–23; 128–29; 144; 174; 

283; 289–90; 299; 307; 310–11 

Jihad  296 
Josephite (clan)  71; 74 
Judah, kingdom of  17; 20–21; 40–41; 48–50; 

81–82; 84–85; 89; 95; 105–106; 109; 
112–13; 115–16; 132; 159; 162; 165; 167; 
180; 209; 302 

Judah (tribe)  72; 125–26; 128 
Judaism (see also Rabbinic Judaism)  95; 

106; 136; 141; 298 
Judean / Judahite  42; 48; 60; 83; 126; 194; 

205; 215 

K 
Kalb (tribe)  279; 281 
Kemalist  306; 311 
Killing of a capital city  231–32 
King God  213–16; 219; 225–26 
Kingship, divine / of YHWH (see also King 

God)  108–11; 170–71 
Korahite psalms  173; 184 
Kurd  297; 307; 309–10; 313–14; 316 
Kurdish (language)  307; 314 
Kütahya concentration camp  309 

L 
Lachish relief  43; 45; 58–60; 240 
Lakhmid  280; 282 
Lamentations, book of  21; 94; 96; 112; 172; 

232 
Lamentations, cuneiform  125; 232; 245–46 
Law 4305  310 
Law of the priesthood  143 
Laws of the Temple  141 
Laz  307; 314 
Leviathan  110; 190; 198 
Levi’s Apocalypse  143 
Levi’s Initiation  143 
Levite  84; 142–43; 169; 173; 176–78; 183–

85; 206 
Liber Antiquorum Biblicarum  84 
Liberation War (of Turky)  308 
Lightning bolts  233; 266 
Lmlk stamps  41 
Lmlk-type jar  16; 40 
Looting / plunder / scanvenging  15; 33–34; 

45; 237–38; 241; 247; 264; 296; 319 
LORD, see YHWH 
Lunar festival  209 

M 
Maccabees  125 
Machir (clan)  72 
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Manasseh (clan)  71–72 
Mandaean  283; 299 
Marduk  81; 111; 116–17; 194; 242–43 
Marshall Plan  88 
Martyrdom / martyr  281; 290 
Massacre, see genocide 
Maṣṣebah  32; 33 
Medes (Ummān-manda)  237–38 
Menahot  148 
Menorah  145 
Messiah  190; 195; 298 
Messianic aspiration  141 
Michah, book of  18 
Middot  125; 146; 151 
Military campaign, see warfare 
Military destruction, see warfare  
Miracle of the Red Sea  192; 194; 220 
Mishnah  125; 141–42; 145–52 
Monotheistic Creation Theology  105; 115 
Most High, see YHWH 
Mot  166–67 
Muslim Arab dominion  295; 297 
Muslim Brotherhood  297 
Mut  166–67 

N 
National Assembly  316 
Nazi Germany  87; 262; 306; 310 
Nazi pseudo supremacy  87 
Nebuchadnezzar II’s campaign to Judah  13; 

40; 42; 48; 50; 123; 128; 131 
Nergal  239; 254; 261; 267; 271 
Nergal temple, see Temple ‘A’ 
Nestorios  278 
New / second exodus  86; 89; 189; 191–93; 

196–98 
New Kingdom (Egyptian)  17 
New Palace (at Assur)  262  
New Year Festival, Babylonian (Akītu-

festival of Nisannu)  82 
Nimshide  20; 62–63; 65–71; 73–74 
9/11  89–90 
North Palace (Nineveh)  239 

O 
Old Palace (at Assur)  238 
Omride kings / dynasty  62; 64; 67–68; 73 
Order Qodashim  151 
OSCE  308 
Ottoman Empire  297; 299; 305–309; 316–18 
Ostriche  191; 193; 198 

P 
Pact of Umar  284–91; 293–94; 298; 302 
People of the Book  283; 291 
People of the Covenant (see also dhimmīs 

283 
Perforated stone  42; 48 
Persecution (ethnic / religious. See also gen-

ocide)  97; 280–81; 297; 302; 308 
Persian (people)  105; 279; 281–82; 284; 292 
Pillar (stone, wooden)  15; 261–65; 268; 

272–73; 293 
Pit  16; 30–34; 38 
Plunder, see looting 
Pogrom, see genocide  
Pre-Deuteronomistic  70–71; 73–74 
Pre-Priestly  70–71; 74; 192; 195 
Priest / priesthood (see also High Priest)  

124–25; 142–45; 147–52; 160; 165–67; 
169; 172–87; 194; 201; 205–207; 209–
210; 232; 278; 312 

Primeval creation / proto-history  106; 110–
12; 116; 118 

Prophecy  21; 49; 98–100; 126; 136; 160; 
170; 172; 224 

Prophet  95; 97–100; 126–27; 159–60; 162; 
165–67; 174–76; 179; 204; 205–207; 
209–210; 218; 224; 243; 245; 295; 298 

Proto-history, see primeval creation 
Proto-Isaia / first Isaia  159; 162; 166; 246 

R 
Rabbinic Judaism  141 
Rabbinic literature  83; 115; 125; 141–42; 

148–50; 152 
Race Name Law (Soyadı Kanunu)  313 
Rahab  190; 198 
Realpolitik  88; 90 
Rebellion of Megabyzus  129 
Re-member  96 
Removal of the Holy Cross  279 
Report on Minorities  311 
Return to Zion   122–23; 169; 190; 197 
Roman Church  278 
Roman Empire  277–79 
Row of Stelae (at Assur)  261; 272 
Royal tomb, violation of,  237 
Ruin cult  29; 32 
Russian-Ottoman Antagonism  305 

S 
Sabbath  129; 136; 164; 176; 208–209; 211 
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Salt, sowing of (see also ṣīpu-stones)  232–
34; 259; 265–67 

Samaritan  126; 283; 289; 299 
Sanctuary, see temple 
Sanctuary at Delphi  125 
Sarcophagus  238; 253 
Sassanid Persia  277; 282; 287 
Scepter  261; 271 
Sea People conquest  17 
Second exodus, see new exodus 
Second World War / WWII  85–86; 88; 97; 

231; 306; 314 
Seder hatamid  150 
Seder hayom  149–50 
Sennacherib’s campaign to Judah 7–8; 10; 

13; 16; 21; 40; 48–50 
Septembriana  311 
Servant Song  170; 181 
Settlement pit  32 
Seyfo (see also genocide)  297; 300; 302 
Sheol  194 
Shrine, see temple 
Siege  7; 41–44; 48–51; 83; 95; 123; 236–37; 

240; 296 
Simeon (tribe)  72 
Skeleton, see human remains  
Sling stone  42–43; 48; 58 
Solomon’s prayer  202 
Song of Deborah (Judge 5)  63 
Song of Miriam (Exod 15)  192; 195 
Special Commission for Name Change (Ad 

Değiştirme İhtisas Kurulu)  314 
State myth (of Jerusalem. Cf. Israelite origin 

myth.)  108; 116 
Storage facility  14; 32; 40; 42 
South-West Palace (Nineveh)  239–40; 249; 

264; 273 
Suet  148 
Sukkot celebration  124; 127 
Synagogue service  151 
Syriac (ethnonym)  277–302; 305; 306; 313–

19 
Syrian-Israelite crisis (see also Assyrian, 

Sennacherib)  162 
Ṣīpu-stones/mineral, sowing of (see also salt)  

233; 266 
Šamaš  246 

T 
Tabernacle, see temple 
Tabira gate (at Assur)  261–62; 271 
Talion  249 

Talmud  142; 146–47 
Tamid, Mishnaic tractate  142; 145–52 
Tamid (communal burnt-offering)  145–48; 

150; 152 
Tannaitic academy  146 
Tanūkh and Ṭayyiʾ  279 
Targum Jonathan  82; 174 
Temple / sanctuary / shrine (see also temple 

of Jerusalem)  8; 15; 17; 29; 31; 33; 62; 
69–70; 81; 110; 114; 125; 149; 160; 169; 
172; 203; 232; 237–41; 243; 247–49; 256; 
258–59; 261; 263–67; 272; 274; 309 

Temple ‘A’  267; 274 
Temple Mount  112; 130; 133–34 
Temple / sanctuary / tabernacle of Jerusalem, 

First and Second  81; 95; 99; 105; 107–
14; 122–30; 133–36; 141–52; 159–63; 
165–68; 169–70; 173–75; 177–87; 189–
90; 202–204; 206–11; 213–14; 218–19; 
222–24; 226–27; 263; 170 

Teššob  264 
Throne of YHWH  107–109; 112; 160; 184; 

204; 213–14; 219; 223–25 
Tiamat  111 
Tomb  46; 67; 159; 206; 237; 281 
Tradent  159; 162 
Treaties of Lausanne  306–308; 312; 317 
Trito-Isaia  201; 204–205; 207–11; 213–14; 

226 
Turkification  313–16 
Turkish (language)  306–307; 313–14 
Turkish party law  307 
Turkish Republic  305; 314; 318 
Turning upside-down  261–63; 265; 268 

U 
Umayyad dynasty  278; 281; 293–94; 296; 

301 
Ummān-manda, see Medes  
UNESCO  319 
United Nations  135; 307–308 
Urbicide  231–33; 236–37; 239; 245; 247–49; 

259 
Urim  125 

V 
Vassal Treaties (Esarhaddon’s)  241; 247 

W 
Warchitecture  41–42; 48 
Warfare / military campaign / military de-

struction  7–21; 28; 39–51; 62; 66–67; 83; 
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94–95; 105; 122; 127–32; 163; 165; 189; 
193; 231–49; 258–67; 279; 284 

Waw adversativum  110 
Waw copulativum  217 
Waw explicativum  193 
Way (of God)  106; 117; 175 
Weapon (see also arrow, perforated stones, 

sling stone)  40; 42–43; 239; 286–87 
Weapon, divne  233; 266 
Wende  88 
Western hill (Jerusalem)  14; 130–32 
Wide wall (of Jerusalem)  14 
Wirtschaftswunder  88 
Woe oracle  165 

Y 
Yazidi  298 
YHWH / God / LORD / Most High  84–86; 95–

96; 100–103; 106–13; 115–18; 124–25; 
127–28; 131; 136; 143; 147; 150; 161; 
164; 168; 169–71; 173–87; 192; 194; 196–
98; 202–210; 213–27; 245; 283; 298; 319 

Yoma  146–51 

Z 
Zadokite priesthood  185–86 
Zebulunite (clan)  72 
Zeus  243 
Zevahim  148 
Ziggurat  125; 243 
Zoroastrian (Majūs)  283; 299 
Zwölf braunen Jahre  88 
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Akkadian 
bārû 181 
bīt ḫilāni 263–64 
bīt kīli 86 
durmāḫu 114 
kak Aššur 233 
kalû  125; 232 
kalûtu 232 
markasu 114 
nasāḫu  260 
riksu 114 
ṣerretu 114 
ṣīpu 233; 266 
šubalkutu 262 
šupêlu 262 
tīl abūbi 233 
ummān  238 
Ummān-manda   237–38 
 
Arabic 
ahl al-dhimmah 283 
ahl al-kitāb 283 
al-Injīl 283 
al-Tawrāt 283 
ʿanwatan 293 
baqṭ 284 
dār al-islām 293 
dhimmah 283 
dhimmī  284–302 
fuqahāʾ 293 
ġiyār 287–89 
haggar 292 
ḥadīth 289–90 
jihād   296 
jizyah 283; 291 
kunya 285; 288 
Majūs 283 
mawālī 288 
miṣr / amṣār  279–80; 287; 290; 295–

96 
mujtahid 286 
mušrikūn 283 
nāqūs 285; 287 

Naṣārā 283 
qāḍī 291 
rāšidūn 281 
Sāmira 283 
sunna 298 
Ṣābiʾūn 283 
ṣulḥ 280; 292–93 
šahāda 288; 294 
šurūṭ 289 
taʿdīl 291 
taḥrīf 283 
ʿumma 295 
ʿušra 293 
Yahūd 283 
zakat 293 
zunnār 285; 288 
 
Aramaic 
milka 277 
tarba 148 
 263   הפך
 174   נבייא
 
Greek 
stear 148 
ἱερεῖς 174 
Σύριοι 277 
ζωναριον 285 
τὴν αἰχµαλωσίαν Σιων 
  122 
 
Hebrew 
aharei mot 149; 151 
bêt kèlèʾ 86 
marzeah 166–67 
menahot  148 
pader 148 
peḥah  129 
seder hatamid   150 
seder hayom   149–50 
sheol  194 
tamid 145 
torah 174 
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zevahim   148 
 אז
 109 מאז  
 114    אגדה

אדם      161 
 206    אזכרה
ןאז     223 
 118   אור
 אלוהים
 117   אלוהי עולם   

אליל      161 
 215    אמר
 222    אפק
 ארץ
 197      ארץ ציה

אשם      182 
אשר      161 
בבל      193 

      בית
 161      בית אלהי יעקב

 161     בית האלהים 
 161     בית יהוה 

 113   בנה
 217 ;216    בצע
 111    בקע
 225 ;118 ;115    ברא
 116    ברית
 גלות
 122      גלות ציון
שׁגר     219 
 דבר
 175      דבר יהוה
 164    דם
 דעה

 209      ךרדדעת 
 226 ;218 ;217    דרך
 210–209    דרש
    הדם

 203      רגל הדם
 203 ;61–160    היכל
 226    הלך
 209    הֵן
 263 ;15–114   הפך

הר      161 
 161      ציון הר 
 202      שקד הר

 206–205 ;182 ;179    זבח
 220 ;205     זכר
החומ     203 
 208    חלל
 218    חטאה

חטאת      182 
ןחמ      161 

 220    חסד
 209    חפץ
 חצרות

 203      שקד חצרות
 180    חרם
 118   חשׁך
 182    טבח
 86    יהוה
 יום
 220    ימי   קדם
 14–113   יסד

יצא      195 
 18–117 ;115 ;111     יצר

ירד      193–94 
 205     כהן
 205      כהני יהוה
 111    כון
 216    כי
 86    כסא
 223    לב
 205    לוי
 205    ללוי
 177    למד
 117 ;109    למה
 197    מדבר
 203 ;161    מזבח
 166     מות
 מות
 232  המית עיר  
 מכון
 108    מכון לשׁבתך  
שׁולמכ     216 

 מלך
 110   מלכי מקדם  
 209     מן
 207–205 ;179    מנחה
 223 ;216     מסלה
 14–113   מעלות
 203    מקדש
 מקום
 108   מקום לשׁבתך  
 203    מקום קדש  
  203      מקום רגל
 204    מרום וקדוש

רתשמ     205 
 264   משפט
 222     נבט
 117 ;115    נגד
 197    נטבה
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 218   ניב
 205     נסך
 111      נצב
     נצח
 216      לנצח
 נשא

 182      נשא חטא 
 182      נשא עון 

שׁמהנ     217 
 סבל
 182      סבל עון
 216    סלל
 114   סלם
 226 ;217    סתר
 224     עד
להוע     179; 205–206 

 220    עולם
 216      לעולם

 109    מעולם  
 218 ;217     עון
 205 ;195    עלה
 264    עמוד
 197    ערבה
 118   עשׂה
 203    פאר
 פלל
 202      התפלל
 216     פנה
 216      פנה   דרך
 195    פשׁתה
 114   צלמות
 208 ;204    קדוש
 112 ;10–109    קדם
 196    קדמניות
 23–222 ;208 ;203    קדש
 216     קול
 205    קטר
 181    קסם
 226 ;216    קצף
 210–209    קרב
 223    ראה
 196    ראשׁנות

 217     רוח
 220    רחם
 216     ריב
 118    רע
 226 ;218    רפא
 209    שאל
 226    שׁוב
 218    שׁובב
 206–205 ;182    שחט
 115   שׁחר
 שיבה
 122      שיבת ציון

שׁלח      193 
 218 ;118  שׁלום
 113 ;108–107    שׁמים
 112    שׁמם
 224    שׁממה
 207    שמר
 15–114  שׁפך
 208    שקץ
 205    שרת
 72    שר
 220    תהלה
התור     164; 175; 177 
 226    תעה
 23–222    תפארה
 204    תפארת
 202    תפלה
 
Latin 
captivitatem Sion 122 
 
Sumerian 
dur-an-ki 114 
 
Syriac  
Suryāyē 277 
ṭabhʿā ba-qdhālā 293 
zōnārā 285 
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