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Vorwort zur zweiten Auflage'

Gott hat Macht.

Die paulinische Theologie ist von der Ohmacht des Gekreuzigten geprigt.
An der Schande von Golgatha hatte Saulus Anstoff genommen, ihr weicht er
als Apostel nicht aus, weil Gott diesen Jesus, der einen verfluchten Tod hat
sterben miissen, von den Toten auferweckt und ,,in‘““ ihm offenbart hat, dass er
ihn den Volkern als Gottes rettendes Wort verkiinde.

Gott hat Macht.

Sein Wort erreicht die Grenzen der Erde: Gebildete und Ungebildete, Grie-
chen und Barbaren, Juden und Heiden, Sklaven und Freie, Ménner und Frauen.
Gottes Evangelium hat die Kraft, Menschenleben zu retten; es hat sie durch Men-
schen, die den Glauben verkiinden und selbst glaubwiirdig sind, weil sie sich
von Gott gesandt wissen und mit all ihrer begrenzten Kraft dieser Sendung treu
bleiben.

Gott hat Macht

Seine Kraft kommt in Schwachheit zur Vollendung. Gottes Macht muss
die Menschen in all ihrer Weisheit, all ihrem Lebenswillen, all ihrer Stirke
an ihre Grenzen fiihren und dariiber hinaus, um ihnen die ganze Fiille seiner
Gnade zu schenken.

Gott ist Liebe.

Der Satz aus dem Ersten Johannesbrief (1Joh 4,8.16) wiirde bestens zu
Paulus passen: Gott sat Macht, aber er ist nicht Macht; doch er hat Liebe, wie
er Liebe ist. Wire allerdings seine Liebe nur guter Wille, kénnte sie keine
Hoffnung begriinden. Nur wenn der Allgiitige auch der Allméchtige ist, um es
traditionell auszudriicken, kénnen Schuld und Tod vergeben und {iberwunden
werden.

Petrus Gribe hat eine Monographie geschrieben, die dem Motiv der Kraft
Gottes in den Paulusbriefen gewidmet ist. Er wirft auch einen Blick auf die

! An English translation follows after this German preface.



vili Vorwort zur zweiten Auflage

Paulusschule und das lukanische Doppelwerk; aber er konzentriert sich auf
die paulinischen Hauptbriefe an die Korinther und die R6mer. Als guter Exe-
get, der sein Handwerk versteht, geht er den Text entlang und von den siche-
ren Belegen aus. Aber er weill von Anfang an um die Brisanz seiner Studie:
Der Kreuzesprediger Paulus — soll er eine Theologie der Macht vertreten? Der
christusfromme Apostel — soll er substantiell zur Rede von Gott beitragen?
Der Missionar der Agape — soll er der ,,Power huldigen?

Petrus Gribe gibt auf diese Fragen erhellende Antworten. Thm ist mit sei-
ner Monographie ein mehrfacher Briickenschlag gelungen.

Die Entstehung der Dissertation verbindet die siidafrikanische Heimat
mit der akademischen Szene in Deutschland; die zweite Auflage schligt den
Bogen iiber den Atlantik: von Nordamerika nach Europa und zuriick. Das
ist fiir die Paulusforschung hochst bedeutsam, die zwischen soziologischen
und anthropologischen, religionswissenschaftlichen und theologischen Deu-
tungsmustern einen Weg der interkonfessionellen, interdisziplindren und in-
terkontinentalen Verstandigung suchen muss. Karl Kertelge und Ferdinand
Hahn, Graham Stanton und Christopher Rowland, Alexander Wedderburn
und Jorg Frey haben das Werden der Studie gefordert, die Andrie du Toit an-
geregt und promoviert hat. In Pretoria liegen die Wurzeln; Miinster und Miin-
chen sind Studienorte und Forschungsstitten, die der Deutsche Akademische
Austauschdienst dem Stipendiaten aufgeschlossen hat; Virginia Beach ist das
gegenwirtige Wirkungsfeld des Lehrers und Forschers.

Das Buch verbindet Exegese und Hermeneutik. Die Basis bildet die phi-
lologische Analyse; das Ziel ist die theologische Kldrung. Der Autor arbeitet
drei wesentliche Bedeutungsdimensionen heraus: die theologisch-christologi-
sche, die pneumatologische und die ekklesiologische — in dieser signifikanten
Reihenfolge.

Petrus Gribe hat eine nicht nur exegetisch, sondern auch okumenisch er-
hellende Arbeit vorgelegt. Seine Prigung durch reformierte Traditionen leug-
net er nicht; die Begegnung mit katholischer Theologie in der Miinsteraner
Fakultdt hat ihn inspiriert; seine Sympathie mit der Pfingstbewegung lésst
ihn die Ekklesiologie von der Apostolatstheologie her begreifen, die sich im
,.EBrweis des Geistes und der Kraft* (1Kor 2,4) verwirklicht.

Konsequente Exegese wird zur Biblischen Theologie. Gottes Kraft im Licht
des Todes und der Auferstehung Jesu vom Wehen des Geistes her zu verste-
hen, wie Paulus es vorgibt, ist elementare Trinititstheologie. Mit dieser These
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endet Petrus Gréabes Dissertation und beginnt eine neue Gespriachsrunde iiber
die Macht der Liebe, das Wirken des Geistes und den universalen Heilswillen
Gottes in Jesus Christus.

Juli 2008 Thomas Soding
Ruhr-Universitit Bochum



Preface to the Second Edition'

God is powerful.

Pauline theology is shaped by the powerlessness of the Crucified. Saul
was offended by the shame of Golgotha. As apostle he, however, did not eva-
de this shame, because God raised this Jesus, who had to die a cursed death
and revealed in him that the apostle would preach Jesus to all peoples as
God’s saving word.

God is powerful.

His word reaches the ends of the earth: Educated and uneducated, Greeks
and barbarians, Jews and heathen, slaves and free people, men and women.
God’s gospel has the power to save human lives; a power that becomes a re-
ality through human beings, who proclaim the faith and who are trustworthy
themselves, because they know they have been sent by God and remain faith-
ful to this mission with all their power, limited though it may be.

God is powerful.

His power is made perfect in weakness. God’s power must lead people in
all their wisdom, in their desire to live, in all their strength to the limits of their
existence and beyond, in order to bestow on them the fullness of his grace.

God is love.

The statement from the First Letter of John (1 John 4,8.16) is most rele-
vant to Paul: God has love, because he is love. If his love were only a positive
attitude, it could not have established hope. Only when the One who is all-
loving is also all-powerful, to state it in traditional terms, can guilt and death
be forgiven and overcome.

Petrus Gribe wrote a monograph, devoted to the theme of God’s power in the
letters of Paul. He also gave an overview of the remaining Corpus Paulinum
and the two writings of Luke (the Gospel and Acts). He focused, however,
on the main letters of Paul to the Corinthians and to the Romans. As a good

! Translated: PJG
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exegete, who understands his trade, he finds his point of departure in the text
and in the most certain and important instances in which the concept of power
occurs. From the beginning, however, he is aware of the explosive force of
his study: Paul the messenger of the cross — would he support a theology of
power? The Christ-devoted apostle — would he contribute substantially to the
discourse about God? The missionary of “agape” — would he render homage
to “power”?

Petrus Gribe sheds light on these questions. He succeeded in his mono-
graph to forge several links.

The emergence of this dissertation linked his South African home count-
ry with the academic scene in Germany; the second edition reaches over the
Atlantic: from North America to Europe and back. This is very significant
for Pauline research, which has to find between sociological and anthropo-
logical, science of religions and theological models of interpretation a way
to interconfessional, interdisciplinary and intercontinental understanding.
Karl Kertelge and Ferdinand Hahn, Graham Stanton and Christopher Row-
land, Alexander Wedderburn and Jorg Frey have all contributed to this study.
Andrie du Toit suggested the theme and was supervisor for this doctoral dis-
sertation. In Pretoria lie the roots; Miinster and Munich were places of study
and research, enabled by scholarships from the German Academic Exchange
Service (DAAD). Virginia Beach is the present field of activity of this teacher
and researcher.

The book connects exegesis and hermeneutics. Textual analysis forms the
basis; the goal is theological exploration. The author explores three essential
dimensions of meaning: the theological-christological, the pneumatological
and the ecclesiological — in this significant order.

Petrus Gribe has not only shed light on exegetical issues in this study, but
it also has a significant ecumenical dimension. He does not deny his formati-
on through Reformed traditions; the encounter with Catholic theology at the
University of Miinster inspired him; his sympathy with the Pentecostal move-
ment led him to understand ecclesiology from the perspective of the theology
of the Apostle, which realizes itself in “a demonstration of the Spirit’s power”
(1Cor 24, NIV).

Rigorous exegesis becomes biblical theology. To understand God’s power in
light of the death and resurrection of Jesus from the blowing of the Spirit,
as Paul presents it, is basic Trinitarian theology. With this thesis ends Petrus
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Gribe’s dissertation and begins a new round of conversation about the power
of love, the work of the Spirit and God’s intention of universal salvation in
Jesus Christ.

16 July 2008 Thomas Soding
Ruhr-Universitit Bochum
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Introduction

The concept of God’s power functions in key passages of Paul’s letters and
is intrinsically linked to his theology of the cross and its soteriological
explication in his message of justification. Because this concept is so closely
related to the message of the cross,! Paul often speaks of “power” in a
paradoxical context? — compare for example the following two passages:
In 1 Cor 1,18 Paul states that the message of the cross is foolishness to
them that perish, but to us who are saved, it is the power of God (1 Cor
1,18); and in the context of his own apostolic ministry, he affirms that he
will rather glory in his weaknesses (infirmities), that the power of Christ
may rest upon him (2 Cor 12,9). Owing to the rhetorical function of
alienation,? these paradoxical contexts have caught the attention of exegetes
(especially as far as the relation between weakness and power in 2
Corinthians is concerned). Although “power” is generally assumed to be an
important motif in Pauline theology (cf infer alia Forster [1950:178]:
“Power ... dinamis ... is a favourite word of St. Paul ...”; Nielsen
1980:140), the concept has not yet been fully explored.

For the concept of God’s power, Paul exclusively uses the Greek word
Sdtwaueg. It is noteworthy that kpdroc appears within the broader Corpus
Paulinum only three times: Eph 1,19; 6,10 and in Col 1,11. In Eph 1,19
and Col 1,11 xparog is used synonymously with Siwauig, while in Eph
6,10 it is (together with ioxdg) linked with the verb évdvwapdw. 'loxic
occurs only three times in the Corpus Paulinum: synonymously with
kpatog and diwauic in Eph 1,19, as already mentioned in Eph 6,10 and in

1« . die wohl der stirkste Ausdruck von Paradoxalitit bei Paulus ist” (Hotze
1997:345).

2 Broadly speaking, a paradox can be defined as a phenomenon which contradicts the
general understanding of an issue. (Cf Hotze 1997:26: “Im weitesten Sinne 1aBt sich das
Paradox definieren als Phdnomen, das dem landldufigen Vorverstindnis von einer Sache
widerspricht.™)

3 Cf Lausberg (1982:39—41), referred to by Hotze (1997:35).
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2 Thess 1,9, referring to the glory of the Lord’s might (rij¢ 86éng tiig
ioxtoc avrov). In Paul’s letters dtwapg (“power”) and éEfovoia
(“authority™) also function quite differently. While Stvauic refers to the
divine power of the crucified and exalted Lord, the Pauline use of é£ovoic
does not have a christological dimension (cf however 2 Cor 10,8; 13,10).4

It should be noted that the Greek term Sivauig occurs for a whole
range of meanings in the Pauline letters: “ability”; “power”; “mighty
deed”; “ruler”; “supernatural power”; “meaning” (cf Louw & Nida
1988b:67).% The present investigation is devoted to divauig in the sense of
power — specifically with reference to the power of God.

Brief overview of the history of research

In 1927 Schmitz wrote an article on the concept svrapuig in Paul. His article
bears the sub-title, “Ein Beitrag zum Wesen urchristlicher Begriffsbildung,”
and he sets himself the goal of pointing out the “religionsgeschichtliche
Eigenart” of this concept. Schmitz’s conclusions will be discussed in
chapter 6.

During 1932 and 1935 the results of Grundmann’s penetrating research
into 8iwauic were published. Up to the present day Grundmann has done
the most extensive research on diraug, paying special attention to the
religio-historical background of this concept.

Forster (1950) proposes two foci around which Paul’s thinking about
power revolves: His conviction that Jesus had risen and his own personal
experiences as a missionary. A critical evaluation of this important issue
will be given in section C of this monograph.

4 Cf Scholtissek’s comparison between Paul’s use of étovoior and divopeg in his
study, Die Vollmacht Jesu (1992:67—71).

5 A few examples of passages in which Siwauic occurs for some of these meanings
may be mentioned: “ability” — 2 Cor 1,8; 2 Cor 8,3; “mighty deed” (or, as Louw & Nida
[1988a:681 put it] — “deed manifesting great power, with the implication of some
supernatural force — ‘mighty deed, miracle’ ”) — 1 Cor 12,10.28.29; Gal 3,5; “ruler” —
Rom 8,38; “supernatural power” — 1 Cor 15,24 (it is also possible to interpret ddvoyuic in
Rom 8,38 as meaning a supernatural power, cf Louw & Nida 1988a:479); “meaning” — 1
Cor 14,11 (cf also Nielsen 1980:140 note 13).

The different meanings of divauic are relatively far apart in semantic space. Only the
meanings “power” and “mighty deed” belong to the same semantic domain (Louw & Nida
1988a:680—1; 1988b:67; cf also 1988a:ix emphasising the importance of the context to
signal which of the various meanings may be involved).
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Fascher (1959) published valuable information on diwayuic both in a
profane as well as in a Christian context. He discusses the use of divaug in
the New Testament, the Apostolic Fathers, Gnosticism magic and concludes
with a section on the Christian power of the apostles and martyrs.

Both exegetical as well as religio-historical aspects receive attention in
Karl Primm’s (1961a; 1961b) research on siwapic. He not only focuses on
Sdtwoyug in the Greek-Hellenistic religion and philosophy, but also strives to
render a contribution to a “dynamis-Theologie” (Primm 1961b:643).

In 1980 two important essays on dirauig appeared. i. Friedrich in his

article in the “Exegetisches Worterbuch zum Neuen Testament” discusses
the appearance of diwaucc in the New Testament and the different meanings
to which it is applied. He also refers to certain themes, namely God’s
diwaueg, the dvwaug of Christ, of the disciples, miracles, word and power,
Spirit and power as well as supernatural powers (“Geisterméichte”).
ii. Nielsen wrote an informative article on “Paulus’ Verwendung des
Begriffes Suowauic”. This article focuses on the implications that Paul’s
view of ddroueg has for a theology of the cross (cf the sub-title: “Eine
Replik zur Kreuzestheologie™).

Valuable contributions have more recently been made to the
understanding of “weakness” and its relation to “power” in 2 Cor. In 1993
Ulrich Heckel’s important dissertation on Kraft in Schwachheit,
Untersuchungen zu 2 Kor 10—13 was published. Timothy Savage made an
important contribution to our understanding of Christian ministry with his
monograph Power through weakness. Paul’s understanding of Christian
ministry in 2 Corinthians (1996). In 1998 Gruber’s extensive work on
Herrlichkeit in Schwachheit. Eine Auslegung der Apologie des Zweiten
Korintherbriefs 2 Kor 2,14—6,13 appeared.

Our understanding of the pneumatological dimension of power in
Paul’s theology has been broadened by Gordon Fee’s God’s empowering
presence. The Holy Spirit in the letters of Paul (1994).6

The above-mentioned scholars made important contributions to our
understanding of Siwapeg in Pauline theology. Two observations can
however be made:

6 Cf also the literature on exegetical investigations of the paradoxical passages in Paul
given by Hotze (1997:21—3).
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i. As far as the older works are concerned I need to point out that progress
in the field of linguistics has made the New Testament scholar of today
sensitive to issues which were not so sharply distinguished in studies up to
1961.

ii. The more recent works (with the exception of Fee’s study of Pauline
pneumatology) focused primarily on the paradoxical relationship between
weakness and power in 2 Corinthians.

Methodological observations

Recognising the importance of both a synchronic and a diachronic study,
these two should, however, not be confused. A diachronic study is
important, since it provides the only background against which the specific
nuances Paul attached to his use of diwapic can be distinguished. In order
to understand the function of power in Pauline theology, the point of
departure must, however, be the pericopes in which suvwauic occurs in
Paul’s letters. The intended contribution of this study is to lay special
emphasis on the Pauline use of diwauic and to do it mainly from an
exegetical viewpoint through a responsible exegetical investigation of the
different pericopes in which the concept of power occurs in the Pauline
letters. This procedure has not been followed yet. The nature of Friedrich’s
study, as a contribution to an exegetical lexicon, does not allow such an
intensive study of the different pericopes in which diwauic occurs, while
Nielsen and Savage deal with specific aspects of Sivauig/power in Paul,
namely the implications for a theology of the cross (Nielsen) and for
Christian ministry (Savage).

Section A is devoted to a lexico- and conceptual-historical survey of
Sdtwaueg. Attention is paid to the Hellenistic (profane Greek) use of
Siwaug, to the Old Testament background concerning the concept of power
in Paul’s letters and to concepts of power in early Judaism, Philo and
Qumran. The purpose of this section is not to provide an exhaustive
investigation into the concept of power in these contexts, but to establish a
few relationships in order to cast light on power in Paul’s letters. A lexico-
and conceptual-historical investigation of 8iwvaui is also meaningful in the
sense that it gives the reader an idea of the relevance of this concept (e g as
power of salvation in early Judaism and Hellenism) without implying any
direct influence on Paul. As this lexico- and conceptual-historical aspect of
“power” has been dealt with most extensively in existing studies on
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dtwaug, special attention will be paid to the results of these enquiries.
However, the present writer wishes to endorse Eichholz’s (1985:227)
statement:

“ ‘Entscheidend ist nicht die Begriffsgeschichte, sondern der
Kontext’ ... Die Vorgeschichte des Begriffs kann nur in
Grenzen hilfreich sein, weil der jeweilige Kontext bei Paulus
ein anderer ist und dieser der eigentliche Verstehenschliissel
sein muB.”?

Many of the pericopes in the Pauline letters in which Siwauig occurs, are
pericopes which confront the exegete with numerous problems of
interpretation. It is, therefore, not strange that entire dissertations and
monographs have been devoted to some of these pericopes or even sub-
pericopes.?

The purpose of the exegetical section (section B) is to provide a
responsible exegetical overview of the pericopes that constitute the context
in which the concept of power has to be interpreted. The reader will
observe that throughout this section the writer has applied a fairly strict
pattern. After locating a pericope within the macrocontext of the letter in
which it occurs, its structure is analysed. A discourse analysis proves to be
helpful in this regard, although it has not been considered necessary in
chapters 8, 9 and 11. As a first step in analysing the structure, all pericopes
have been divided into colons (used in the sense of a syntactic unit,
comprising an independent verbal and nominal element [cf Louw
1976:77—38]). One colon can be divided into several commata (subordinate
phrases). Colons may also be grouped together in “clusters”. The structural
analysis is followed by an exegetical overview of the pericope, focusing on
the immediate context in which diwauig occurs. The length and nature of
the discussion will determine whether or not a conclusion will be added.

As “power” in Rom 9,17 occurs in a quotation from the Old
Testament, the reader is referred to the section dealing with the use of

7« ‘Crucial is not the history of a concept, but its contexs’ ... The history of a
concept has only limited value, because the specific Pauline contexts are different and these
should be the real interpretative key” (freely translated:PJG).

8 Cf for example Lang (1973); Smith (1983). Betz (1972), McClelland (1980) and
Zmijewski (1978) may also be mentioned in this regard.
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dUwauig in the Old Testament (Septuagint). The context in which 1 Cor
6,14 occurs, does not seem to justify a detailed discussion of this passage in
the exegetical section. In the discussion of God’s resurrection power
(chapter 24.3.2) this passage will however be dealt with.

In the light of the exegetical study, it is clear that the ways in which the
concept of power functions in specific pericopes in Paul’s letters are related
to one another. In Section C these pericopes will be grouped together in the
discussion of certain themes. To emphasise the fact that the way this
grouping has been done has emerged from a thorough exegetical
investigation and has not been decided upon beforehand the pericopes in
section B will not be grouped but will be arranged chronologically.®

The purpose of section C is to distinguish the nuances present when
Paul relates the concept of God’s power to specific themes and to integrate
the results with Pauline theology in a broader sense. A theological-
christological as well as a pneumatological emphasis has been distinguished.
Paul’s ministry within the christological perspective on weakness and power
will also be discussed.

The purpose of this section is not to provide a “scheme” into which all
the passages in which the concept of power occurs, can be fitted. The
themes discussed in this section emerged from an intensive exegetical study
of the relevant passages and reveal the emphases in Paul’s understanding of
power. It is perhaps in this regard that the weaknesses of previous studies
of 8ivauig are most clearly evident. (It will, e g, become clear from the
following discussion that Forster affirms that there are two foci around
which Paul’s thinking about power revolves, namely the conviction that
Jesus was risen and his own personal experiences as a missionary. This
view is highly inadequate.)

In the ensuing discussion it will be emphasised that the concept of
power is intimately related to various other crucial themes in Paul’s
theology, for example: “righteousness” (Rom 1,16—17, 1 Cor 1,24.30);
“sanctification”, “redemption” (1 Cor 1,30); “hope” (Rom 15,13); “faith”
(1 Cor 2,5); “the life of Jesus” (2 Cor 4,10.11); “grace” (2 Cor 12,9);
“immortality” (&pbapoia), “glory” (86¢a) (1 Cor 15,42.43); “kingdom of
God” (1 Cor 4,20) (cf Fascher 1959:437—38; Friedrich 1980:861—2;

9 For a recent discussion of Pauline chronology, cf Séding (1997:3—30). Extensive
reference to literature on this subject is also given in this essay (cf note 1 on page 3).
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Forster 1950:180; Nielsen 1980:140—1; Priimm 1961b:647.649.657—S8.
676—7; Schmitz 1927:164).

Although this work focuses on the main Pauline letters,!® an overview
is also presented of the way in which the concept of the power of God
functions in the rest of the Corpus Paulinum. This study is also placed
within the context of the New Testament as a whole, taking into account the
motif of the power of God in Luke (as an example from the synoptic
tradition),!! Acts as well as in Revelation. The overview of this broader
context makes it possible to distinguish more clearly the specific Pauline
interpretation of the power of God.

10 Romans, 1 & 2 Corinthians, Galatians.
1 Juke has been selected as the concept of power (Sowapuig) occurs most in this
Gospel.
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