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Aio 0£I6T!"|TOC; opeE,iq ECTTIV R) TFJQ dAriGeiai; paMcrra 5e TFJQ nepi 
8ewv E^ECTK;, c!)OTT£p avaAri^iv Ispwv Tr|v iid0r|Giv Exouaa KAI TR|V 
i^riTriaiv, ayvEiaq TE Tidar|<; Kai vEWKOpiai; Epyov oaiwTEpov. 

"The search for the truth, especially the truth about the gods, is a yearning 
for the divine. It requires the consideration of sacred subjects for its study 
and investigation, and it is an action more holy than any form of pure 
living or temple service." 

— Plutarch, De Iside et Osiride 35 IE. 





Chapter 1 

Introduction to the Issues and 
Review of Past Research 

In 1 Corinthians 8:1-11:1, Paul mentions several contexts in which food 
offered to idols was encountered by Corinthian Christians: (a) in a pagan 
temple precinct (¿v eiSwAeiw, 8:1-13); (b) at the table of pagan gods 
(TpaTiE^a 5a^ovicov, 10:14-22); (c) at a meal attended by invitation 
which a pagan was hosting (E'I KOCAET UPAQ TWV a m a T w v , 1 0 : 2 7 -
11:1); and (d) in the macellumlmarket ( e v [icxKeAAw, 1 0 : 2 5 ) . It is possible 
that (a), (b), and (c) could be a single setting that is referred to by Paul in 
several ways since, as will be demonstrated in this study, meals attended 
by invitation at the table of a god could occur in pagan temples which 
served as a kind of banquet hall. However, meals held in private homes 
could likewise involve sacrifice to pagan gods and could be attended by 
invitation, also cohering with Paul's description of (c).1 

One of the fundamental interpretative difficulties presented by 1 Cor. 
8:1-11:1 is the seemingly inconsistent instructions given by Paul regarding 
idol-food consumption and the various contexts in which idol-food was 
encountered. Paul prohibits the Corinthian Christians from eating food 
offered to idols in pagan temples (8:9-13) and forbids them from eating at 
the table of pagan gods if they eat at the table of the Lord (10:14-22). 
However, Paul appears to contradict himself by permitting the Corinthians 
to consume idol-food by invitation provided that the diner does not know 
that sacrificial food is being served (10:27-30). His instructions are 
further complicated by his allowance of idol-food consumption when food 
is purchased from the macellum "since the earth and its fullness are the 
Lord's" (10:25-26). 

Many of the scholars who engage in detailed examination of the 
exegetical questions of 1 Cor. 8:1-11:1 do not agree on numerous social-
historical issues that are raised by the text. Because there is a wide range 
of opinion regarding these contextual issues, scholars frequently arrive at 
very different interpretations of the text when conducting their exegesis. 
These numerous interpretative difficulties are evident in the lack of 
scholarly agreement regarding the presence of actual divisions in the 

1 Chapter 6 of this study presents evidence relevant to Greco-Roman dining 
conventions pertinent to pagan sanctuaries and private homes. 
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Corinthian church over idol-food consumption. Some scholars (J. Weiß; 
C. K. Barrett; G. Theissen; J. Murphy-O'Connor; and B. Witherington)2 

assert that there was a division within the Corinthian assembly between 
the "Strong" — those who advocated eating food offered to idols, and the 
"Weak" — those who were opposed to such eating.3 

Conversely, there are other scholars (H. Conzelmann; J. Hurd; G. Fee; 
W. L. Willis; P. Gooch; K. K. Yeo; A. Cheung; J. Smit)4 who do not think 

2 Johannes Weiß, Der erste Korintherbrief (MeyerK; Göttingen: Vandenhoeck & 
Ruprecht, 1910), 211-12; C. K. Barrett, "Things Sacrificed to Idols," NTS 11 (1965): 
138-53; Gerd Theissen, "The Strong and the Weak in Corinth: A Sociological Analysis 
of a Theological Quarrel," in The Social Setting of Pauline Christianity: Essays on 
Corinth (Philadelphia: Fortress Press, 1982), 121-44; trans, of "Die Starken und 
Schwachen in Korinth: Soziologische Analyse eines theologischen Streites," 
Evangelische Theologie 35 (1975): 155-72; Jerome Murphy-O'Connor, "Freedom or the 
Ghetto," RB 85 (1978): 544; Ben Witherington, Conflict and Community in Corinth: A 
Socio-Rhetorical Commentary on 1 and 2 Corinthians (Grand Rapids, MI and Carlisle: 
Eerdmans Publishing Company and The Paternoster Press, 1995), 186-230. 

3 Many scholars refer to those who advocate eating idol-food as the Strong, although 
this term is not used by Paul in 1 Cor. 8:1-11:1 in direct reference to the group 
advocating idol-food consumption. Paul refers to those who advocate eating idol-food 
as those who possess "knowledge" (8:10). The term "Strong," however, is the logical 
opposite of "Weak," a term that Paul uses in 8:7, 9, 10, 11, 12 in reference to those 
opposed to idol-food consumption (e.g. 8:9, Tot<; öctGevectiv). Paul does, though, tell 
those in favor of eating idol-food that God will not let them be tested beyond their 
strength (10:13), and he asks them if they are stronger than the Lord (10:22). He also 
refers to some of the Corinthian Christians as "Strong" in 1:26 (Suva-roi) and in 4:10 
( i a x u p o i ) , whereas he refers to himself and the apostles in 4:10 as "weak " (doOfviTc,). 
Those referred to as the Strong in 1:26 and 4:10 seem to be the same group as those who 
possess knowledge in 8:1-11:1, that is, higher status Corinthian Christians. The term 
"Strong" may also seem appropriate to some scholars in reference to Corinthians 
advocating idol-food consumption since Paul uses this term in contrast to the "Weak" in 
Romans 14 regarding disagreements about meat eating. Alternatively, some scholars 
refer to those who advocate eating idol-food as "gnostics" since this group claims to 
have "knowledge." The term "gnostic," however, is problematic since it is subject to 
misinterpretation and associations with later 2nd century Gnostic movements. 

4 John C. Hurd, The Origins of 1 Corinthians (London: S.P.C.K., 1965; repr., 
Macon, GA: Mercer University Press, 1983), 148; Hans Conzelmann, A Commentary on 
the First Epistle to the Corinthians (trans. J. W. Leitch; Hermeneia 36; Philadelphia: 
Fortress Press, 1975), 147; Gordon Fee, "EiSwAoOoTa Once Again: An Interpretation of 
1 Corinthians 8-10," Bib 61 (1980), 176-79; idem, The First Epistle to the Corinthians 
(NICNT; Grand Rapids: Eerdmans Publishing Company, '1987), 359; W. L. Willis, Idol 
Meat in Corinth: The Pauline Argument in 1 Corinthians 8 and 10 (Chico, CA: 
Scholar's Press, 1985), 93-94; Peter D. Gooch, Dangerous Food: 1 Corinthians 8-10 in 
its Context (Ontario, Canada: Canadian Corporation for Studies in Religion/Corporation 
Canadienne des Sciences Religieuses by Wilfred Laurier University Press, 1993), 62-68; 
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that divisions actually existed between the Strong and the Weak over idol-
food within the Corinthian church. Some of these scholars argue that 
there were indeed Strong and Weak Corinthian Christians, but no 
divisions existed between them over idol-food. Others assert that the 
Strong and the Weak were spoken of hypothetically or rhetorically by 
Paul. Thus, these scholars maintain that there was generally one unified 
Corinthian Christian position in favor of idol-food consumption. 

Scholars have been largely in agreement that the primary focus of Paul's 
instructions in 1 Cor. 8:1-11:1 is idol-food meals occurring predominantly 
within pagan temples, despite Fee's assessment of past scholarship's 
"traditional interpretation."5 Fee asserts that this "traditional 
interpretation" understands 8:1-13, 10:23-11:1, and usually 10:1-13, 
within the context of marketplace idol-food. However, Fee refers to few 
scholars who hold this "traditional" position. Moreover, my review of the 
literature suggests that six prominent scholars who reconstructed 1 Cor. 
8:1-11:1 prior to Fee's work (J. Weiß; C. K. Barrett; J. Hurd; H. 
Conzelmann; G. Theissen; J. Murphy-O'Connor) do not hold such a 
"traditional" view of 8:1-13. Fee, however, does accurately report that the 
"traditional interpretation" generally asserts that there were actual Strong 
and Weak divisions over idol-food in the Corinthian church, a position 
which Fee himself does not accept. 

Most exegetes who acknowledge actual Corinthian divisions over idol-
food interpret 8:1-13 and 10:1-22 as a community conflict over idol-food 
eaten in a pagan temple, while assigning 10:23-11:1 to the context of idol-
food eaten in a home. However, many scholars do not think it necessary 
to distinguish in 10:27-11:1 between: (a) idol-food purchased from the 
market and eaten at a home; or (b) idol-food sacrificed at a home and 
eaten there. In most cases these scholars presume (a) idol-food purchased 
from the market and eaten at a home since this is the context that they 
specify for the Corinthian behavior of 10:23-26, without making clear 

Khiok-Khng Yeo, Rhetorical Interaction in 1 Corinthians 8 and 10: A Formal Analysis 
with Preliminary Suggestions for a Chinese, Cross-Cultural Hermeneutic (BIS 9; 
Leiden: E. J. Brill, 1995); Alex T. Cheung, Idol Food in Corinth: An Examination of 
Paul's Approach in the Light of its Background in Ancient Judaism and Legacy in Early 
Christianity (JSNTSup 176; Sheffield: Sheffield Academic Press, 1998), 87-88; Joop F. 
M. Smit, "About the Idol Offerings": Rhetoric, Social Context, and Theology of Paul's 
Discourse in First Corinthians 8:1-11:1 (Leuven: Peeters, 2000), 10. 

5 Fee, "EiSwAdOuTa Once Again, 173-74. 
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distinctions for 10:27-11:1. A sample of past scholarship on 1 Cor. 8:1-
11:1 is presented below.6 

1. Past Research 

a) Johannes Weiß 

Johannes Weiß, in his commentary on 1 Corinthians published in 1910, 
provided the modern foundation upon which later exegetical studies of 1 
Cor. 8:1-11:1 have been built.7 Weiß asserts that there was an actual 
division in the Corinthian church over meat offered to idols between the 
Strong and the Weak.8 Weiß, however, offers a partition theory in his 
reconstruction of Paul's Corinthian correspondence in order to reconcile 
what he believes to be Paul's contradictory views regarding idol meat. In 
Weiß's reconstruction, he places 10:1-22 within Paul's Previous Letter to 
the Corinthians (referred to by Paul in 5:9) and states that Paul was 
instructing the Corinthians not to eat idol meat in pagan temples and hence 
to flee from idolatry. Weiß argues that Paul had taken this position 
because of his Jewish beliefs about idol meat. However, the material in 
8:1-13 and 10:23-11:1 is considered by Weiß to be Paul's later and 
definitive stance on idol meat. In this case, Weiß understands Paul to 
have changed his former Jewish understanding of idol meat which 
prohibited its consumption, the apostle thus being in ideological 
agreement with the Strong's quotations and theological positions.9 

However, although Paul is in ideological agreement with the Strong, he 
still opposes idol meat consumption. He is now against such eating 
because of the offense taken by the Weak at the Strong's consumption of 
sacrificial food. 

The most obvious difficulty in Weiß's reconstruction is his partition 
theory which serves as his rationale for Paul's apparent change in position. 
Such partition theories of 1 Corinthians, despite some support in modern 

6 The scholars surveyed below are reviewed in chronological order according to the 
original publication date of their work which established their respective positions on 1 
Cor. 8:1-11:1. I have also tried to retain, as much as possible, each author's terminology 
referring to idol-food (e.g. idol meat, sacrificial food, idol-food, et al.) when presenting 
their respective positions since such terminology may indicate something about their 
understanding of the issues involved in 1 Cor. 8:1-11:1. 

7 Weiß, Der erste Korintherbrief. 
8 Weiß, Der erste Korintherbrief, 211-12. 
9 Weiß, Der erste Korintherbrief, 212-13. 
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scholarship,10 have not employed a methodology utilizing rhetorical 
analysis of Greco-Roman prose composit ions" in order to assess issues of 
compositional integrity. Furthermore, the lack of substantial textual 
evidence to support such partition theories of 1 Corinthians makes Weiß's 
partition theory and reconstruction of 1 Cor. 8:1-11:1 problematic. Also 
objectionable is Weiß's assessment that Paul held an earlier Jewish 
"superstitious" understanding of idol meat which he later changed.12 Such 
a negative view of the Jewish thought and identity of Paul is unacceptable, 
not being rooted in sound historical-critical method and in careful 
assessment of the historical Paul. 

b) C. K. Barrett 

C. K. Barrett contends in his reconstruction of 1 Cor. 8:1 -11:113 that the 
issue of idol-food has been raised in two ways: (a) by the Corinthians who 
responded to Paul's Previous Letter (cf. 1 Cor. 5:9-13) which instructed 
them to "cut themselves off from the immoral and idolatrous life of 
Corinth"14; and (b) by an attempt from envoys, "made by or at least under 
the aegis of Peter, to introduce into the Church at Corinth the Jewish-
Christian orthopraxy" of the Apostolic Decree referred to in Acts 15.15 

Regarding (a), the issue of idol-food having been raised by the 
Corinthians responding to Paul's Previous Letter, Barrett maintains that in 
1 Corinthians, Paul corrected Corinthian impressions about their relations 
with outsiders. He sums up Paul's response by stating, "There is to be no 
Christian ghetto."16 Hence, Christians are free to buy whatever is sold in 

10 For example, Jean Hering, The First Epistle of Saint Paul to the Corinthians 
(trans. A. W. Heathcote and P. J. Allcock; London: Epworth, 1962); Walter Schmithals, 
Gnosticism in Corinth: An Investigation of the Letters to the Corinthians (trans. J. E. 
Steely; Nashville: Abingdon Press, 1971); Hans-Josef Klauck, 1 Korintherbrief (Die 
Neue Echter Bibel 7; Würzburg: Echter Verlag, 1984); Yeo. Rhetorical Interaction, 76-
83. 

11 A foundational work demonstrating the compositional unity of 1 Corinthians based 
on rhetorical analysis of Greco-Roman compositions is Margaret M. Mitchell, Paul and 
the Rhetoric of Reconciliation: An Exegetical Investigation of the Language and 
Composition of I Corinthians (Louisville: Westminster/John Knox Press, 1991). 

Weiß, Der erste Korintherbrief, 264. Weiß's thesis is also rejected by Gooch, 
Dangerous Food, 139. 

Barrett, "Things Sacrificed," 138-153; idem, The First Epistle to the Corinthians 
(HNTC; New York: Harper & Row, 1968). 

14 Barrett, "Things Sacrificed," 144. 
15 Barrett, "Things Sacrificed," 150. 
16 Barrett, "Things Sacrificed," 147. 
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the market and might eat with non-Christians, "provided no other 
Christian was hurt thereby."17 Barrett asserts that Paul's position was a 
"view of extraordinary liberalism, the more striking in that it led Paul into 
almost verbal contradiction of Exod. xxxiv. 15."18 In this regard, Barrett 
maintains, Paul may have done a "volte-face" regarding idol-food, but it 
was "in a liberal rather than conservative direction."19 

Regarding (b), that the issue of idol-food was raised by an attempt to 
introduce the Jewish-Christian orthopraxy of the Apostolic Decree under 
the "aegis of Peter," Barrett argues that this meant that there was the 
"existence of a counter-mission, following the geographical lines of Paul's 
activity and undermining his authority"20 in Corinth. Barrett contends that 
1 Cor. 9 can then be understood as Paul's defense of his apostolic 
authority. As such, 1 Cor. 9 explains why Paul has not made use of his 
apostolic authority and why he has changed his position regarding idol-
food. Barrett asserts that "Paul's attitude with regard to £i5wA68uTa 
brought him into uncomfortable controversy with the Cephas group; it also 
brought him into at least equally uncomfortable alliance with the 
Corinthian 'gnostics.'"21 By "gnostics," Barrett refers to a group in the 
Corinthian church who gave great significance to yvtSoiq, which he 
proposes is "practical," "monotheistic" on a "rationalistic basis," and 
"strictly dualistic," leading to "moral indifferentism."22 In Corinth, Barrett 
perceives Paul as having "had to walk the tightrope between the legalism 
of Jewish Christianity and the false liberalism of gnostic rationalism."23 

According to Barrett, Paul's instructions regarding idol-food contradict 
the Apostolic Decree.24 Barrett concludes this because Paul allows the 
consumption of idol-food when it is purchased from the market "since the 
earth and its fullness are the Lord's" (1 Cor. 10:25-26), and when idol-food 
is eaten in a private home (1 Cor. 10:27).25 However, Barrett recognizes 
that Paul forbids idol-food consumption when it involved participating in 

17 Barrett, "Things Sacrificed," 147. 
18 Barrett, "Things Sacrificed," 147. Exodus 34:15 states, "lest you make a covenant 

with the inhabitants of the land, and when they play the harlot after their gods and 
sacrifice to their gods and one invites you, you eat of his sacrifice." 

1 9 Barrett, "Things Sacrificed," 144. 
2 0 Barrett, "Things Sacrificed," 150. 
21 Barrett, "Things Sacrificed," 150. 
2 2 Barrett, "Things Sacrificed," 151-52 
2 3 Barrett, "Things Sacrificed," 152. 
2 4 Barrett, "Things Sacrificed," 149. 
2 5 Barrett, "Things Sacrificed," 146-47. 
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idolatry (8:1-13; 10:1-22).26 Barrett argues that if Paul's instructions 
regarding the consumption of idol-food seem confused or inconsistent, it 
is because Paul still retained the Jewish association of idol-food with 
idolatry, despite the fact that he was no longer a strict Pharisee.27 

According to Barrett, Paul's views also stem from his "new eschatological 
circumstances which gave him a completely new outlook on the demon 
world."28 Because Paul believes that demons still exist in these new 
eschatological circumstances, argues Barrett, he prohibits idol-food 
consumption which constitutes idolatry. However, because demons are no 
longer inimical toward people, Paul allows idol-food consumption 
provided that no Christian is hurt by it. 

Barrett's reconstruction is problematic for several reasons, not least of 
which is his assertion that the introduction of the Apostolic Decree is at 
the heart of the matter. This reconstruction is untenable because there is 
no evidence in 1 Corinthians indicating that the Apostolic Decree was 
being implemented, much less that Jewish-Christian orthopraxy was at 
issue under the "aegis of Peter." There is not even evidence of a Jewish 
faction involved in the Corinthian dispute, much less such a faction under 
the auspices of Peter. If any Jewish Christians, or according to Barrett, a 
particular group of Jewish-Christians imposing orthopraxy under the 
"aegis of Peter," are those opposed to idol-food consumption, why, then, 
would they have been present inside an idol's temple, able to see libertine 
'gnostics' eat (1 Cor. 8:10)? Rather, as scrupulous Jews, it seems 
improbable that they would enter into a pagan temple complex. Moreover, 
Paul does not argue against a counter-mission connected with Peter that is 
undermining his apostolic authority. If that were the case, we would 
expect a vehement apostolic defense in 1 Cor. 9 using the kind of 
apologetic rhetoric that Paul uses in Galatians. Rather, 1 Cor. 9 uses 
deliberative arguments promoting the renunciation of acceptable apostolic 
rights for the sake of common advantage. 

Another difficulty with Barrett's reconstruction is his perception that 
Paul masterfully walks "the tightrope between the legalism of Jewish 
Christianity and the false liberalism of gnostic rationalism."29 Paul is 
able, according to Barrett, to successfully walk this tightrope because of 
his Jewish beliefs and the new eschatological circumstances in which he 
finds himself due to the death and resurrection of Jesus. I agree with 

2 6 Barrett, "Things Sacrificed," 150. 
2 7 Barrett, "Things Sacrificed," 148. 
2 8 Barrett, "Things Sacrificed," 148. 
2 9 Barrett, "Things Sacrificed," 152. 
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Barrett's conclusion that Paul does allow idol-food consumption when 
purchased from the marketplace "since the earth and its fullness are the 
Lord's," while prohibiting idol-food consumption in a pagan temple when 
constituting idolatry. However, it is my position that Paul allows the 
consumption of marketplace idol-food only because there does not seem to 
have been any clear way to identify it as such.30 This allows Paul to 
instruct the Corinthians that no questions should be raised on the grounds 
of moral consciousness regarding the origins of food sold at the macellum. 
However, I disagree with Barrett that at issue was Jewish Christianity 
versus liberal gnostic rationalism. Rather, I contend that Paul is opposed 
to idol-food consumption in temple contexts because of the religious 
koinonia with pagan gods that constitutes idolatry and stands in opposition 
to the exclusive religious koinonia with Jesus in the Lord's Supper. 

c) John C. Hurd 

John C. Hurd effectively argued in his monograph The Origins of 1 
Corinthians that a chronology of Paul's letters and life must be based 
primarily on the evidence presented by Paul's own writings.31 Ironically, 
when dealing with food offered to idols in 1 Cor. 8:1-11:1, Hurd deviates 
from this methodology and asserts that the immediate context for the issue 
stems from Corinthian opposition to Paul's attempt to impose the 
Apostolic Decree, referred to in Acts and prohibiting idol-food 
consumption. Hurd proposes that the Apostolic Decree prohibiting the 
consumption of idol meat was a compromise forced upon Paul by the 
leaders of the Jerusalem Conference since Paul himself had not taken a 
previous position against eating idol meat during his first visit to Corinth. 

In his reconstruction, Hurd maintains that Paul's first attempt to enforce 
the Apostolic Decree occurred in Paul's Previous Letter (cf. 1 Cor. 5:9), to 
which the Corinthians objected in their letter to Paul (cf. 1 Cor. 7:1). Paul 
then answered these Corinthian objections over his previous idol meat 
prohibition with 1 Cor. 8:1-11:1.32 Hurd envisions a Corinthian 
community unified in favor of idol meat consumption without actual 
divisions between the Strong and the Weak. Rather, Hurd asserts that the 
"weak brother appears to have been a hypothetical construction of Paul's, 
created for the purpose of argument."33 Rather, Hurd argues that there is 

3 0 See Chapter 5 of this study on the Peribolos of Apollo and the macellum. 
31 Hurd, Origins, especially 1-42. 
32 Hurd, Origins, 240-62. 
3 3 Hurd, Origins, 148. 
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one united position, that of the Strong, a position that was consistent with 
Paul's own personal stance when he first evangelized Corinth. However, 
Hurd asserts that when Paul went to Jerusalem he accepted a compromise 
f rom the Jerusalem leaders prohibiting idol meat in order to retain his 
control over the Corinthian church, a prohibition he then attempted to 
impose in his Previous Letter (cf. 1 Cor. 5:9) and in 1 Corinthians.34 Hurd 
proposes that in their letter to Paul, the Corinthians utilized principles 
f rom Paul's own earlier preaching in Corinth, placing him in a dilemma 
since he could not affirm or attack these principles, leaving Paul only to 
qualify them and to limit them.35 However, because Paul was not in 
personal agreement with the Jerusalem leadership regarding idol meat, 
Hurd maintains that in 10:1-22, "Paul's condemnation of idolatry is 
equally as hypothetical as his argument concerning the 'weaker brother.'"36 

Hurd understands the "concrete" situations to which Paul is responding 
to be found in 10:23-11:1. Hurd maintains that this section addresses the 
consumption of idol meat purchased from the meat market and "table 
fellowship of the Corinthian Christians with their non-Christian 
neighbors."37 He understands 10:23-26 as referring to marketplace idol 
meat, while 10:27-11:1 is directed at temple meals.38 Hurd views 8:1-13 
and 10:1-22 as addressing idol meat meals in a pagan temple which 
constitute idolatry, a hypothetical context that Hurd alleges simply serves 
Paul's greater strategy of argumentation.39 Hurd concludes that in 1 Cor. 
8:1-11:1, "Paul appears to have permitted the Corinthians to continue their 
current practices concerning idol meat virtually unchanged," so long as the 
Corinthians did not offend a weaker Christian and did not consider 
themselves to be committing idolatry.40 

There are several problems with Hurd's reconstruction, the most 
obvious of which is that the Apostolic Decree of Acts is never alluded to 
in 1 Corinthians. If Paul was imposing the Apostolic Decree on the 
Corinthians, why would he need such a lengthy and complex argument to 
support his case? Rather, we might expect Paul to at least mention that 
the prohibition of idol meat originates from Cephas, James, and the other 
apostles, especially since Paul does not refrain from mentioning Cephas 

34 Hurd, Origins, 244-70. 
3 5 Hurd, Origins, 244. 
3 6 Hurd, Origins, 143. 
37 Hurd, Origins, 143-45. 
3 8 Hurd, Origins, 129, n. 2. 
3 9 Hurd, Origins, 143. 
4 0 Hurd, Origins, 148. 
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and the other apostles when they serve the benefit of his argumentation in 
1 Cor. 9. 

Furthermore, if there were no actual divisions in Corinth, as Hurd 
maintains, Paul would be undermining his own instructions by arguing for 
the Weak's benefit when, in actuality, there were no such people. In that 
case it is difficult to make sense of Paul's argumentation. Rather, 
rhetorical-critical analysis of 1 Corinthians conducted by Mitchell has 
demonstrated from the letter's propositio (thesis statement) in 1:10 that 
Paul is appealing to common advantage, urging that the community lay 
aside their numerous divisions and become united.41 The compositional 
function of the propositio in 1:10 is reinforced throughout the entire letter 
as Paul appeals for unity and urges against factional behavior. It seems 
unrealistic that a letter whose fundamental purpose is to unite a 
community that is divided over numerous issues would address, in one of 
its most extensive sections, an issue over which no division actually 
existed. 

Finally, Hurd concludes that Paul allows the Corinthians to leave their 
behavior basically unchanged regarding the consumption of idol meat. 
However, Hurd's conclusion suggests, in essence, that Paul has created 
hypothetical situations regarding hypothetical divisions over temple dining 
and has condemned hypothetical idolatry for a united community whose 
behavior Paul does not wish to change. 

d) Hans Conzelmann 

Hans Conzelmann's work on food offered to idols is contained within his 
classic commentary on 1 Corinthians.42 Conzelmann regards the primary 
location of idol-food consumption to be in a pagan temple (8:1-13; 10:27-
11:1), while also possibly including a private home (10:27-11:1).43 

Conzelmann views 10:23-26 within the context of idol-food purchased 
from the marketplace and understands these verses as dealing with a 
separate issue not directly connected with 10:27-11:1. Conzelmann 
asserts that "there is no trace of a rejection or circumvention of the 
apostolic decree on Paul's part" and neither Paul nor the Corinthian 
community had any knowledge of the Apostolic Decree.44 Otherwise, 

4 1 Mitchell, Paul and the Rhetoric, see especially 68-80, 197-200. 
4 2 Conzelmann, First Corinthians, 139-80. 
4 3 Conzelmann, First Corinthians, 111. 
4 4 Conzelmann, First Corinthians, 138. 
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