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Preface 

[…] aeterna pacta perpetuae salutis neglegant […] quasi vero quemlibet inimicum hominem 
perniciosius sentiat quam ipsum odium, quo in eum irritatur, aut vastet quisquam perse-
quendo alium gravius, quam cor suum vastat inimicando. 

(St Augustine of Hippo, Confessiones, Liber 1, Caput 18) 

My paraphrase: “[…] neglecting the eternal covenant of everlasting salvation […] It is as if 
humanity senses that there is an enemy more destructive than its own hatred, or as if human-
ity could destroy the enemy even more completely than it destroys itself through that same 
hatred.” 

This publication resulted from the pursuit of an eclectic mix of interests in 
Biblical Hebrew, Hebrew poetry, German studies, syntax, semantics, discourse 
analysis and, above all, the notion of the enemy. The enemy in the Psalter is a 
fascinating yet elusive figure, presented only through the subjective depictions 
of the psalmists in their contexts. Notwithstanding this limitation, the psalms 
as poetic texts are rich with semiotic, semantic and syntactic ambiguity and 
ripe for exploring power relations between the people, their opponents and 
their God. Having concentrated on Book III of the Psalter during graduate stud-
ies, the Asaph Psalms became the natural corpus for research. The dissertation 
combines a close reading of the Hebrew and Greek texts and a discourse ana-
lytical framework built on semantic roles with an eye to the process of conflict 
and the state of enmity. At examination, it was highlighted that narrativisation 
is evident in the dissertation. This publication then adds a further sub-chapter 
on the hermeneutic approach toward the Asaph Psalms as a collection and an 
Appendix outlining a theory on the possible semantic shift of an oblique yet 
prominent term, especially in the Asaph Psalms – nৢত. 

I would like to express my profound thanks to those who directly supported 
me in completing my doctoral dissertation. First, I am most grateful for the 
encouragement and gentle steering of my principal supervisor Rev. Dr Lindsay 
Wilson, who never gave easy answers but with great wisdom teased me into 
becoming a researcher, and for the constructive and helpful guidance of co-
supervisor Rev. Dr Jill Firth and temporary supervisor Dr Andrew Malone. 
Second, my thanks to the faculty members, Anglican Institute supervisors, li-
brarians, and Registry staff of Ridley College, Melbourne, who were patient 
with me as I struggled through theological and pastoral studies. Third, einen 
ganz herzlichen Dank an meinen deutschen (noch besser, schweizerischen!) 



 Preface  VIII 

Doktorvater, Prof. Martin Leuenberger, for graciously facilitating and oversee-
ing my research and involvement with the cohort of Hebrew Bible 
Doktoranden during my time at the University of Tübingen, Germany, in 2016 
as well as its Welcome Center für internationale Forschende and the librarians 
at its Theologicum. Fourth, thanks to the Australian and New Zealand Associ-
ation of Theological Studies (ANZATS) for the award for my first paper de-
livered at its 2019 Auckland Conference and for publishing it in its journal 
Colloquium: The Australian and New Zealand Theological Review. Fifth, 
many thanks to my pastor and friend Rev. Dr Mark Durie for his frank feedback 
and lessons on writing with clarity and Lisa Neale for taking on the unenviable 
role of copy-editor. Sixth, I express great appreciation to my examiners, 
namely Rev. Dr David John Cohen (Vose Seminary, Perth, Australia), Rev. Dr 
David Firth (Trinity College, Bristol, UK), and Dr Beat Weber (Basel, Swit-
zerland). In particular, Dr Firth’s monograph Surrendering Retribution and Dr 
Weber’s dissertation and numerous articles on the Asaph Psalms as well as his 
post-examination encouragement have inspired my research efforts. Finally, 
my profound appreciation for all at Mohr Siebeck for considering my disserta-
tion for this series and for their guidance and patience during the editing pro-
cess. 

Many others supported me through this very difficult period in my life. First, 
my lecturers and tutors in the Department of Languages, Literatures, Cultures 
and Linguistics at Monash University, Melbourne. Second, noch einen ganz 
herzlichen Dank an Elke und Gunter aus dem Kreis Böblingen for looking after 
me during my stays in Baden-Württemberg and fostering my understanding of 
German language and culture. Lastly, I am most grateful for the patient endur-
ance of my family and friends and especially of my immediate family, Rev. 
Suzie Ray and children Grace and Lydia, who gave up so much family time to 
enable me to focus on my studies and to whom I firstly dedicate this publica-
tion. 

As a final note, it is most fitting to also dedicate this thesis to my forebears, 
for it is about how future generations mirror their foibles. Yet each of my fore-
bears demonstrated strong faith in very different ways as an example to follow: 
my father Peter and mother Hilary by supporting me as I gave it all up on a 
whim yet still believing in me; my paternal grandmother Phyllis for praying 
for me daily and grandfather Fred for his earnest trust in the betterment of 
things; my maternal grandmother Phyllis for her gentleness and patience and 
grandfather Teddy, who would have loved the opportunity to undertake study 
of the Hebrew Bible but instead had to build houses, including the one I sold 
to pay for my doctoral research. My forebears laid down their tools and left 
them for me to build a new house. And now I shall “stoop and build ’em up 
with worn-out tools” (Kipling, If—).  
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