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Preface 

The phenomenon of ancient Egyptian Rituals against enemies can be observed 
throughout the ancient Egyptian history in all of Egypt and sometimes even beyond. It 
is present on different levels of the social hierarchy of ancient Egypt and can be traced 
through various types of sources – texts, images and statuettes, for instance, to name 
just the most obvious ones. The questions addressed to such a broad field of research 
can and have to be manifold. The aim of this volume is to assemble some of these 
questions and to gain an insight into the various approaches by which different re-
searchers set about studying the phenomenon. The reader will therefore find as many 
different research questions, as many different approaches and methods, and as many 
different views and theses in this book as there are individual contributions in the 
volume at hand. By thus illuminating the phenomenon of ancient Egyptian rituals 
against enemies from different perspectives, we hope to gain a more thorough under-
standing of the phenomenon itself and of its connections to neighbouring phenomena.  

The contributions to this volume were presented at the workshop “A Closer Look at 
Execration Figurines” that took place at Heidelberg University in October 2017. The 
workshop was organized within the framework of the Collaborative Research Centre 
933 “Material Text Cultures” and its subproject A03-UP1 “Materiality and Presence of 
Magical Signs between Antiquity and the Middle Ages: Execration Figures and their 
Deposition” which was funded by the German Research Foundation (DFG). The vol-
ume also contains two additional brief contributions (Quack, A Note; Diego Espinel, 
Lost and Found) that were written specifically for this volume. 

We would like to express our thanks to the CRC 933 for supporting the workshop 
and the realization of the conference volume. We are especially thankful to Mohamed 
Sherif Ali, Linda Borrmann, Andrés Diego Espinel, Tori Lee Finlayson, Uroš Matić, 
Vera Michel, Athena Van der Perre and Máté Petrik – the speakers of the workshop 
and the authors of this volume – for their invaluable contributions and their patience. 
We would also like to thank Bethany Hucks for proofreading the English texts, as well 
as Krisztina Hevesi and Julienne Schrauder who helped formatting this volume. We 
are equally thankful to Clara Ward and Philipp Wiesenbach for their help in organising 
the workshop. We would also like to thank the (co-) editors of the ORA series – Ange-
lika Berlejung and Nils P. Heeßel – for giving us the possibility to publish the confer-
ence papers in the ORA series, and we are very grateful to Betina Burkhart and 
Dominika Zgolik (Mohr Siebeck) for finalizing the publication. 
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THEORETICAL MODELS FOR EXECRATION RITUALS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 





 

 
 
 

The Indications of the Book of the Temple Concerning Rituals 
Against Enemies* 

JOACHIM FRIEDRICH QUACK 

The textual basis for my following remarks is the Book of the Temple, a manual of the 
ideal Egyptian temple. I have been working on its reconstruction now for over 20 
years.1 While I have succeeded in identifying many hundreds of individual fragments 
from about 50 different manuscripts, a lot is still missing, given the precarious conser-
vation of most papyri. The text was originally composed in classical Egyptian, but 
there are several manuscripts with an inter-Egyptian translation into demotic, and even 
one or possibly two papyri in which at least part of the text is translated into Greek. 
All manuscripts with one uncertain exception date to the Roman period, but the basic 
text is likely to have been composed considerably earlier. It has sections about the 
architecture as well as about priests and their duties. For my actual topic, primarily the 
latter is of direct relevance. I should first explain the overall structure of the composi-
tion, because that will help to better situate my following quotations. 

The section about priests starts in a lacuna, and several of its first parts are, so to 
say, floating islands, so the absolute position of them is uncertain. Probably to be 
placed here are sections about oaths to be sworn at the occasion of the initiation of 
some especially high-ranking priests, as well as regulations for the material provision 
of priests, including widows and children in case of premature decease. Also, in a 
badly preserved section, some specific priestly titles and occupations are equated with 
deities in certain situations. 

After these more general sections, the particular ones follow. Among them, a fun-
damental difference has to be stressed. A first section concerns the higher-ranking 
people. It begins with the governor and overseer of prophets, followed by the prophets 
themselves, and then the different wꜥb-priests with their individual specializations. 
Typically, each section starts with an indication about the number of people of that 
rank. For the higher ones, most frequently just one person at a time is employed. But 
of course, the Egyptian temple had a system of phylae in monthly rotation. This is also 
applied in the Book of the Temple, which makes use of four phylae, thus reflecting a 
system which was working from the Middle Kingdom (ca. 2000 BCE) until 238 BCE, 
when the Decree of Canopus introduced a fifth phyle. The fact that the Roman Period 

 
* This contribution was written in the framework of the collaborative research centre 933 ’Materi-

al Text Cultures’ financed by the DFG, where I was co-project leader of project A03 ‘Materiality and 
Presence of Magical Signs between Antiquity and the Middle Ages’. 

1 For preliminary reports, see especially QUACK, Buch vom Tempel; IDEM, Organiser le culte idé-
al; IDEM, Wie normativ. 
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manuscripts still follow this system, which was outdated in practical use, is one of the 
indications that they are based on an earlier archetype. After giving the number of 
personnel, each section spells out their duties in detail. Finally, regulations for the 
succession from father to son conclude each section. 

By contrast, the later part of the duty sections is organized according to the room 
units of the temple. Each begins with ‘concerning’ followed by the name of the room 
unit in question.2 Then the people working there are enumerated, with indications of 
their number as well as their duties. In contrast to the higher ranks, no rules of succes-
sion are laid down. 

 
The first section that contains relevant material is the one about the scribe of the god’s 
book:3 He is defined as being of equal rank with the priest of Sakhmet and the scorpi-
on charmer, and he belongs to the higher-ranking priests. In order to situate him better, 
it should be stressed that his period of activity is different from that of most other 
priests. While those normally serve in monthly rotation, there are two incumbents of 
the office of scribe of the god’s book serving in permanence. We can easily understand 
that it makes sense to have specially trained scribes always in the temple, instead of 
using only a quarter of their working time. 

Following a fragmentary part that mentions the twelve hours of the day, we get: 

[ntf] sḫr ꜥꜣpp [ḥnꜥ m]si̯.w bṭš.w ḥr sḫr(.t) ḫft.ı͗w n.w ı͗[..]-⸂nčr⸃ [… … … m] šw m mn[ḥ (?) … …] sẖꜣ m 
sı͗n m šnṭ.t m ḥmꜣ.t m ı͗ḫ.t nb.t r […] m [… … … … …] 
 
“[It is he] who overthrows Apopis [and the ch]ildren of exhaustion, in overthrowing the enemies of 
the god’s … [… … … on] papyrus, on wa[x (?) … …] written on clay, on acacia wood, on almond 
(?) wood, on all objects, in order to […] in [… … …]” 

This passage focuses on the writing process, quite appropriately for a writing special-
ist. The materials indicated can easily be parallelized with those known from scripts of 
execration rituals like pBremner-Rhind 23.6 (less detailed also 26.3; 28.16; 29.13; 
32.43);4 Esna 199.28;5 Urk. VI, 5.9–11,6 as well as the notice about the efficacy of 
such rituals in pJumilhac XVIII, 9 f.7 

Afterward we hear also about the participation of the scribe of the god’s book as 
ritualist conducting feasts of the sky and of the land. Furthermore, he inspects the 
people concerning possible cases of leprosy, and also the animals kept or slaughtered 

 
2 It seems that in at least some cases, like Athribis III, 158, passages from this section were incor-

porated in actual room descriptions in hieroglyphic inscriptions in temples. 
3 For this and the following sections, see my presentation in QUACK, Priestly Scholars. 
4 Edition of the papyrus in hieroglyphic transcription in FAULKNER, Papyrus Bremner-Rhind (BM 

10188); translation of the section with the execration rituals FAULKNER, Bremner-Rhind Papyrus III. 
5 See the edition in SAUNERON, Esna III, 15 f.; and the translation in SAUNERON, Esna V, 25. 
6 Edition and translation by Schott in Urk. VI, 4 f.; GILL, Ritual Books of Pawerem, 279, 304, 

848 f. (with overall remarks on such scripts p. 181–187). 
7 See the edition by VANDIER, Papyrus Jumilhac and the remarks on the translation of parts of the 

section in question in DERCHAIN, Auteur, 25–28 (whose proposal to see a connection with the apoca-
lyptic passage of the hermetic dialogue Asclepius, however, is based on a mistranslation of a crucial 
passage, see QUACK, Corpus, 223). 
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in the temple in order to protect sacred animals and isolate infected ones. As we can 
see, the participation in the execration rituals is only one part of a multi-faceted job. 

The involvement of the scribe of the god’s book in rituals of annihilation can be 
paralleled by attestations in the temple scene Edfou III, 349.5 as well as the Roman 
period8 pLouvre N 3176 (S). This is a ritual script containing the outlines of several 
Osirian festivals. In one of them, which takes place on Khoiak 25, we get the follow-
ing indication: “The morning of day 25, while Osiris has appeared and is resting in the 
dromos of Amun. The Ritual of Overthrowing Seth and his Acolytes and the Ritual of 
Overthrowing the Dark One. The Litany of Osiris by the scribe of the god’s book.” (V, 
31–34).9 Another relevant passage is found in a section headed “the writings which 
one should recite before Osiris at all his procession festivals, until he rests” (VI, 1). 
Among them, we get “Reciting the ‘Fallen upon His Face’ by the scribe of the god’s 
book” (VI, 14). The scribe of the god’s book is also active in the recitation accompa-
nying the slaughtering of a red goat and a red ox at the festival of Behedet (see below). 

 
Directly after the scribe of the god’s book follows the duty section for the priest of 
Sakhmet.10 His specialties are quite a lot of magical rituals for pacifying deities, as 
well as observations of the natural surroundings concerning possible indications of 
pestilence. He is also involved in the job of cattle inspection that I have already men-
tioned, but not with the execration rituals. To some degree, this absence of involve-
ment can be paralleled with the fact that in the festival calendar of Esna (Esna 77), for 
the 1st Payni an execration ritual is briefly described which involves the slaughtering 
of goats without inspection by the priest of Sakhmet.11 However, I will come back 
later to the question of this particular execration ritual and perhaps nuance the non-
involvement of the priest of Sakhmet a bit. 
 
By contrast, the scorpion charmer, who follows immediately after the priest of 
Sakhmet, is again fully relevant for our topic. He is involved in numerous rituals of 
purification and protection, especially protection from dangerous animals of all kinds 
and in all environments. Relatively close to the beginning of his duty sections, there is 
also a passage concerning execration rituals. 

ntf šṭi̯ mčꜣ̣.t [ꜥꜣ.t (?) n.t] sḫr(.t) ꜥꜣpp ḫft.ı͗ n Rꜥ [nt]f sḫr ḫft.ı͗w n.w Wsı͗r ḫft.ı͗w n.w [nsw m] ẖr.t-hrw n.t rꜥ 
nb  

“It is he who recites the [great (?)] Book [of] overthrowing Apopis, the enemy of the sun god. It is 
[he] who overthrows the enemies of Osiris and the enemies of [the king in] the course of every day.” 

The ‘Book of Overthrowing Apopis, the Enemy of the Sun God’ is already well 
known.12 This is exactly the title preserved in pBremner-Rhind 22.1, where also m 

 
8 For the date, incorrectly set in the edition, see QUACK, Übersehener Beleg, 255 n. 2. 
9 Edition and translation in BARGUET, Papyrus N. 3176 (S), 17, 19. 
10 For him, see especially VON KÄNEL, Prêtres-ouâb; see also ENGELMANN/HALLOF, Sach-

metpriester; TORRAS BENEZET, Funciones. 
11 See lastly the translation in GRIMM, Festkalender, 112 f. 
12 SCHOTT, Bücher und Bibliotheken, 106 f. 
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ẖr.t-hrw n.t rꜥ nb is given at the end of the heading. It occurs also similarly in Edfu V 
135.4 and Esna 275.8, where we have more specifically ‘the great book of overthrow-
ing Apopis’. It is possible that in Esna 199.28 we should similarly read ntf šṭi̯ mčꜣ̣.t ꜥꜣ.t 
n.t sḫr(.t) ꜥꜣpp ḫft.ı͗ n Rꜥ, although ꜥꜣpp might be omitted there. Given the uncertainties 
of reconstruction for the Book of the Temple where I have to work from different, all 
quite fragmentary papyri, I cannot guarantee whether ‘great’ was present there or not. 

It is noticeable that the enemies of Osiris and the enemies of the king are conceptu-
ally linked to the archenemy of the sun god. Such a blurring of the distinction between 
political opponents and enemies of the gods is quite typical, and an important factor in 
the practical operation of execration rituals. 

With this specialist, we have a rather clear demarcation of the different areas of 
competence. While the scribe of the god’s book is responsible for inscribing the arte-
facts, the scorpion charmer is the one who recites the actual recitations. That still 
leaves open the manufacture of the figurines as such, and indeed there are other groups 
involved in this process.  

Unfortunately, the section in question is quite badly preserved. It forms part of the 
later sections covering the lower staff of the temple. The last heading preserved before 
the crucial sentences is “concerning the hall/broad room […]”, with the qualifying part 
not preserved. However, some calculation is possible if we accept the quite reasonable 
premise that the sequence of room units in the later part of the duty sections is corre-
sponding closely to the sequence of the building section which is contained in the 
forepart of the Book of the Temple. That one is so largely recovered that I know the 
order of building elements with some certainty. For situating the part in question, it is 
helpful that I have the heading of a section further ahead which is quite well preserved, 
and that is the precinct of the sacred animal (mꜣr.w). But changes in the subject make it 
likely that at least one more section heading is lost before the one I am discussing. 

In the building section, the precinct of the sacred animal is followed by the hall of 
offering litanies. This is limited by pylon towers and contains a number of specific 
shrines. Among them is the ‘house of adoration’, which serves for the purification of 
the king when he enters the temple, as well as the library (pr-mčꜣ̣.t) and the document 
archive (ḫꜣ n sẖꜣ.w). This information turns out to be quite helpful when it comes to 
situating the passage in question. A bit before it, I have remnants of a phrase “[…] of 
the king when he enters the temple”. After it, I have at least three attestations of the 
title ‘scribe’ or the verb ‘to write’, with in one case a clear indication of a title for 
which four people are in service. For that reason I would propose that the passage in 
question belongs to the description of the library, situated between the ‘house of ado-
ration’ for the purification of the king, and the archive, which needs a lot of scribes.  

The passage in question possibly starts with an enumeration of titles, all with one 
man on duty. At least one title is completely lost. The next one is written with a spe-
cial group otherwise attested for a craftsman in the Ritual of Opening the Mouth, writ-
ten with a knife above a basket repeated three times. Due to the demotic translation of 
the Book of the Temple, where this title occurs several times, I know that it corre-
sponds to sẖꜣ ḳṭ ‘draughtsman’, although I cannot guarantee that the phonetic reading 
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is the same.13 The next title is nḥp ‘potter’, and then follows another title known from 
the Ritual of Opening the Mouth, possibly to be read as gnw.tı͗ or perhaps ḳs.tı͗, which 
designates the carver.14 The goldsmith follows, and then the greater part of a line is 
completely lost. Unfortunately, this means that I cannot be sure if the persons indicat-
ed in this sequence of titles are still acting when the next preserved part sets in. The 
text gives [nt]sn ı͗ri̯ twt[.w rs].t n.w ḫft.ı͗ m mnḥ m sꜣt.w […] “They [are the ones] who 
make execration figur[es] of the enemy in wax, in soil […].” One line further down in 
the manuscript, we get the end of a word determined by the fire sign, and then ẖr ꜥ n 
ẖrı͗-ḥ(ꜣ)b ḥrı͗-ṭp ḥr ı͗ri̯(.t) ı͗r.w=f “under the guidance of the chief lector priest in doing 
his duty”. That would at least fit with my proposal to situate this section in the area of 
the library, because within the building section, for the library it is told that something 
which is lost in a lacuna is done there by the chief lector priest. 

Furthermore, it is worthwhile to compare the decoration of the library of the temple 
of Edfu studied in detail by Fabian Wespi.15 There, the six scenes of the lower register 
all concern rituals of destruction of enemies, and of those in the upper register, one 
also shows the burning of effigies of enemies. Such a high concentration of apotropaic 
scenes would find a plausible explanation if indeed a significant production and de-
struction of execration figurines took place in the area of the library. Indeed, one of 
these scenes explicitly mentions the chief lector priest (who at the same time is also 
scribe of the god’s book).16 

Of course, all this must remain quite hypothetical as long as the Book of the Temple 
is so fragmentary for this passage. I can neither formally prove that the craftsmen 
enumerated are the same ones as those who fabricate the execration figurines, nor that 
this section is situated in the area of the library. But both claims have at least some 
probability. 

In any case, we can observe that the manual act of fabricating the actual figurines is 
the job of lower-ranking, more menial workers. Probably also the hot and potentially 
smelly job of being the ‘grill master’ and putting the figurines into the fire fell to some 
low-ranking staff member, while the lector priest only supervised it from a safe dis-
tance. We should take into account that execration rituals could require spitting on the 
figure while it was in the fire, so somebody would have to be quite close to the burn-
ing flames. In some cases, the addition of smelly substances like urine (pBremner-
Rhind 29.15) or certain pungent plants (pBremner-Rhind 26.4; 29.15; Esna 199.28; 
pBM EA 10081, 35.17)17 is prescribed (similarly with faeces and urine probably also 
in the badly preserved passage pRamesseum C vs. 5.2–8 which is the performance 
instruction of a ritual against an enemy).18 So, the actual manual work of the annihila-
tion of the figurines would not be unequivocally pleasant. 

 
13 QUACK, Organiser le culte idéal, 17. 
14 See the discussions in OTTO, Mundöffnungsritual II, 13–14 and DRENKHAHN, Handwerker, 62. 
15 WESPI, Bücherhaus. 
16 Edfou III, 349.3–7, discussed by FORSHAW, Lector, 21 f. 
17 See WÜTHRICH, Formule, 207; and in more detail GILL, Ritual Books of Pawerem, 553 f., 938 f. 
18 MEYRAT, Papyrus magiques, 13 f. has even proposed to understand pRamesseum C vs. specifi-

cally as an execration ritual against Nubian enemies, but in my opinion the wording of the paratextual 
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I can add that there is at least one more section in the Book of the Temple where 
something is put on the brazier (ꜥḫ) under the supervision of the chief lector priest. I 
will come back to that one later. 

 
These three sections cover every area where artefacts are involved which are produced 
for the aim of destroying them. But there is also a second aspect involved. Ritual anni-
hilation of enemies can also be performed on living entities, and there are some cases 
mentioned in the Book of the Temple which I would like to discuss here. They still 
have their considerable problems. Mainly they are about the slaughtering of an animal 
called shꜣ or ı͗shꜣ in the manuscripts. While the word itself is not otherwise known, the 
determinative of the animal hide clarifies at least its overall classification. 

A first attestation is found in a rather badly preserved passage towards the end of 
the building section. There, we are already in the area of the sacred mound. In two 
consecutive lines sḫi̯ ı͗shꜣ ‘to strike the Isha-animal’ is mentioned, but hardly more 
direct context is available. In one case, ‘in the mounds’ follows, but then the text 
breaks off.  

This same animal is mentioned in one of the duty sections, unfortunately in relation 
to a title which is largely lost in a lacuna. From the preserved indications, it must be 
something related to the food provisions of the temple. In a rather fragmentary con-
text, we get the phrase ‘to recognize the shꜣ-animal’.  

This same animal is also mentioned in the next duty section, although I do not real-
ly understand what it could mean there, because the passage is about clothing some 
group of people – the text might have been transmitted corruptly. As a matter of fact, 
there is a word ı͗shꜣ designating some sort of linen strip (WB I, 132.21). It is possible 
that this was intended here and that the scribe, having written the animal in the previ-
ous section, by mistake wrote the wrong determinative here. 

We are on somewhat clearer ground with the following duty section, which con-
cerns the slaughterer or butcher (ḥnč.tı͗). He is actually the very last in the Book of the 
Temple who still belongs to the higher ranks for which a succession rule is laid down. 
This contains as first actual duty the phrase ntf tḫs shꜣ ‘he is the one who slaughters the 
seha-animal’. Then, quite a bit of text is lost before we come to a fragmentary phrase 
“to be given upon the brazier under the direction of the chief ritualist, the priest of 
Sakhmet, and the scorpion charmer”. Further on, the scriptorium (pr ꜥnḫ) is mentioned, 
and at the very end of the section we encounter remains of a phrase ‘overthrowing an 
enemy’. 

This might not amount to very much, but there are some points worth exploring. 
The slaughterer ḥnč.tı͗ is also the principal actor in the execration ritual described in 
Esna 199.19 There, he is slaughtering four red goats,20 and this is connected with the 

 
indication “this means to annihilate an enemy; it means to keep them at bay in every court to which 
one goes” (pRamesseum C vs. 5.8–9; read sḥtm ḫftı͗ pw ṭr st {ı͗}pw m čꜣ̣čꜣ̣.t nb.t šm.t r=s, partially 
correcting the edition of GARDINER, Ramesseum Papyri, pl. XXXII) clearly points towards situating 
this practice in the frame of juridical controversies. 

19 Translation in SAUNERON, Esna V, 25.  
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manufacturing of execration figurines. The slaughterer in this ritual description is 
specifically affiliated with the scriptorium. The goats and the figurines are put on a fire 
and burned, and finally thrown into the water. Summing this up, the title involved, the 
mention of the scriptorium, and the burning would all provide a link between the Esna 
execration ritual and the section in question of the Book of the Temple. One can also 
point to the fact that in pBM EA 10081, 37.15 the butcher is mentioned at the end of a 
substantial collection of spells against enemies.21 Of the people under whose supervi-
sion the butcher places the animal on the brazier according to the Book of the Temple, 
the scorpion charmer is himself clearly involved in execration rituals, as I have already 
demonstrated, and there is a great likelihood that the chief ritualist is involved in the 
supervision of execration rituals also in another passage of the Book of the Temple. 
The priest of Sakhmet, by contrast, has no clear link with execration rituals in his own 
duty section. 

The red color of the goats prescribed in the Esna ritual has a clear intention, given 
the obvious and well-known typhonic associations of this color.22 Perhaps another 
piece of evidence can be adduced here as a parallel, namely the ritual slaughtering of a 
red dog on the festival of Thot, as attested in pJumilhac XVI, 21 f. and XVII, 13.23 
Recently published fragments demonstrate that such a ritual killing of a red dog was 
also mentioned in a passage of the Ritual for Entering the Chamber of Darkness 
(“Book of Thot”), probably even explicitly by the scribe of the god’s book, or rather 
Thot himself in his form of a dog, acting in the capacity of a scribe of the god’s 
book.24 A few lines further in the same composition, also a red hippopotamus is ritual-
ly killed.25 

Also to be noted is a passage in the festival of Behedet where a red goat and a red 
ox are slaughtered (Edfou V, 132.4).26 This is accompanied by the recitation of several 
liturgical texts, including some obviously directed against enemies (Edfou V, 132.5), 
and recitation passages actually quoted in the description of the festival contain the 
theme of the triumph of Re against Apopis (Edfou V, 132.10). The recitation is done 
by the scribe of the god’s book whose involvement in rituals of annihilation I have 
already discussed above. 

Also another red ox is slaughtered at the festival of Behedet, this time accompanied 
by the ritual destruction of a hippopotamus made from red wax, and crocodiles made 
from clay, as well as a ritual trampling of fishes for which a detailed interpretative 

 
20 For the reading of the text, misunderstood here by SAUNERON, Esna V, 25, see QUACK, Review 

of Leitz, 282 f. with n. 21. 
21 See GILL, Ritual Books of Pawerem, 601, 942 f. 
22 POSENER, Encre rouge; GRIFFITHS, Symbolism of Red; PINCH, Red Things. 
23 LEITZ, Auseinandersetzung.  
24 The text is published in JASNOW/ZAUZICH, Book of Thoth II, 216, vers 621, where, however, 

the word “dog” has been misread as “hippopotamus”. I will deal with the paleographical questions 
elsewhere. 

25 JASNOW/ZAUZICH, Book of Thoth II, 217, vers 625. 
26 NAGEL, Neumond- und Behedet-Fest, 621, 655. 
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commentary is given (Edfou V, 133.5–134.8).27 Here, a real red animal and the effigy 
of one occur together. 

For the shꜣ-animal, such cases open up at least possible venues of interpretation. I 
cannot prove that it was of red color, nor that it was a sort of goat or dog. But at least I 
can demonstrate that the ritual slaughtering of animals formed part of the rituals 
against enemies. In the case of the Esna ritual, the killing of the animal and the burn-
ing of manufactured figurines go together.  

Such evidence might indicate that up to now research on execration figurines was 
somewhat one-sided. When it comes to archaeological relics, manufactured objects 
like figurines of at least vaguely human shape, or inscribed pottery shards have been in 
the focus. Much less attention has been given to the animal side, although already 
pBremner-Rhind 32.46–53 indicates the fabrication of a whole array of figurines with 
the heads of different animals. Of course, it becomes a lot more difficult to identify 
remains of actual animals who have suffered such a treatment in an execration ritual. 
Our best chance of distinguishing them from animals just butchered for the meat 
would probably be a complete burning. In principle, that should be recognizable in the 
archaeological record although I am not aware that anybody has pointed out clear 
attestations. So, I can at least ask field archaeologists to look for animal bones show-
ing signs of a thorough burning, and to consider interpreting them along the lines of 
rituals against enemies. 

 
Summing up, I present several different specialists who were each responsible for 
certain acts in the manufacturing of figurines, their inscriptions and the performance of 
the rituals. To know that at least the ideal conception of temple life involved such co-
work provides, I think, some new perspectives for our understanding. But of course, 
we have to keep in mind that what the Book of the Temple lays down is an ideal image 
of a well-funded, fully staffed temple. Realities might have been quite different. Even 
more so, there certainly was room for execration rituals beyond the official cult of the 
temples, and about them no manual tells us. 
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Thutmose I  132 
Thutmose III  45, 58, 108, 124, 126, 134 
Tutankhamun  39, 85, 138 
 
Unas  174 

3. Personal Names 
 
Ahmose (Son of Ebana)  113 
Amenemhat  25, 175 
Amenemipet see Index of Places: Thebes, TT 

29 
 
Bunefer  16 
 
Djehuty see Index of Places: Thebes, TT 11 
 
Henyt  16 
Hery see Index of Places: Thebes, TT 12 
Heryt  16 
 
Imenet  165 
Inyt  16 
Iretnefer  16 
 

Montuherkhepeshef see Index of Places: 
Thebes, TT 20 

Nedjetempet  34, 104 
Neferi  104 
Nefert  16 
Neith  178 f. 
 
Pentawer  136 
 
Rawer (II)  32, 103 
 
Seh  171 
Senwosret  25 
Senwosretankh  33 
Setne Khamwas  105 
Shepset  15 
 
Tita  172, 175
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18th nome of Upper Egypt  46 
 
Abydos  53, 55, 69, 74, 135, 142, 158 
– temple of Seti I, room C  53 
Akhmim  136 
Amarna  137, 170 
Anteapolis (Qaw el-Kebir)  142 
Atfih (Aphroditopolis)  48 
– also see Index of Subjects: execration 

deposits, Atfih Group 
 
Balat see Index of Subjects: execration depo-

sits, Balat 
Beni Hasan  40 
Bubastis see Tell Basta 
Buhen  58 
Buto  41 
Byblos  169 
 
Deir el-Bahari  135, 170 
Deir el-Bersha  40, 141 f., 175 
Deir el-Medina  85, 89, 94, 174 
– also see Index of Subjects: execration 

deposits, Deir el-Medina   
Dendera  67, 77, 168 
Dra‘ Abu el-Naga  123–127 
 
Edfu  7, 74 f., 78, 90, 170 
Elkab  170, 174 
El-Tod  164 
Elephantine  33, 58 f. 
– also see Index of Subjects: execration 

deposits, Elephantine   
Ezbet Helmi  109 
– also see Tell el-Dab’a 
 
Gebel Zeit  169 f. 
 
Heliopolis  46, 72, 174, 176 
Helwan  141 
– also see Index of Subjects: execration 

deposits, Helwan   
Hermopolis  142 
 

Illahun  170 
 
Karnak  70, 74, 137, 145 
– Gate of Montu (Bab el Abd)  74, 78, 80 
– Mut precinct  86, 142 
Kom el-Ahmar  158 
 
Luxor  170 
 
Medinet Habu  85, 106 
Meir  40 
Memphis  90, 94 
– Kom Rabia  170 
– Memphite region  39, 83, 142 
– Mitrahina  83 
– Palace of Apries  90 
Meroe  107 
Mirgissa see Index of Subjects: execration 

deposits, Mirgissa   
 
Philae  74 f., 77, 94 
 
Qaw el-Kebir see Anteapolis   
Quft  170 
 
Rosetau  41 f. 
 
Saqqara see Index of Subjects: execration 

deposits, Saqqara   
Semna  58, 106 
– also see Index of Subjects: execration 

deposits, Semna   
Serabit el-Khadim  105 
Sheikh Abd el-Gurna  126 
Soleb  137 
 
Tanis  86 
Tell Basta  137 
Tell el-Dab’a  103–117, 142–144, 158 f., 

162 f., 170 
– also see Ezbet Helmi 
Tell Dafana see Index of Subjects: execration 

deposits, Tell Dafana 
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Tell Yahudieh see Index of Subjects: execra-
tion deposits, Tell Dafana 

Thebes  40, 85 
– KV 34 (Thutmose III)  45 
– KV 62 (Tutankhamun)  39 
– TT 11 (Djehuty)  108 f., 124–144 
– TT 12 (Hery)  124 
– TT 20 (Montuherkhepeshef)  108, 124–144 
– TT 29 (Amenemipet)  126 f., 133 f., 140–

146 
– TT 60 (Senet)  176 

– also see Deir el-Medina 
– also see Dra‘ Abu el-Naga 
– also see Index of Subjects: execration 

deposits 
– also see Karnak 
– also see Luxor 
– also see Medinet Habu 
Tura see Index of Subjects: execration depo-

sits, Tura Group 
 
Wadi Halfa  105 

 

 



 

 
 
 

Index of Egyptian Terms 

For titles and functions see Index of Subjects, 
titles and functions. 

 
#b.t (‘family’)  177 
#X (‘spirits’)  41, 138 
|w+=f pw (‘It has come to an end’)  62, 72 f. 
|wn.t (‘bow’)  134, 141, 144 
|r.|-|X.t-nsw (‘custodian of the king’s proper-

ty’)  141 
|sh# (sh#; an animal)  8–10 
|t-nTr (‘god’s father’)  141 
w#w# (‘furnace’)  105 
wob (‘wob-priest’)  3 
wrSy.w (‘the watchful ones’)  138 
oDd.t (‘young woman’)  173 
b#wty.w (‘those of the (burial) pits’)  138 
pr-onX (‘scriptorium’)  8 f. 
pD-oHo (a kind of stick)  134, 141 
m#r.w (precinct of the sacred animal)  6 
mn.t (‘furnace’)  105 
mgqsw (a toponym)  136 
nfr.(w)t (‘beautiful woman’)  169, 173 f. 
nmy.w (‘the lying ones’)  139 
nHs|, nHs|.t (‘Nubian’)  75, 104, 155 
nXn.t (‘young girl’)  173 
ng#y.w (‘the impeded ones’)  138 
ntt (‘bind, tie up, fetter’)  59, 72 
nTstyw (‘company, horde’?)  56 f. 
rpw.t, rpy.t (‘female figurine’)  172 
rs (‘to wake up, to watch, to guard’)  164 
rs.t (‘execration figure’)  31, 53–62, 163 f. 
hn (‘chest’)  31, 54 
H#ty.w (‘those of the tomb’)  138 
Hwn.t (‘young girl’)  173, 176 
Hn (‘box’?)  31 
Htp.t (a sanctuary)  176 

X#-n-sx#.w (‘document archive’)  6 
Xb+ (‘destroy’)  139 
Xb.t (‘place of execution’)  46, 67 f., 87, 133 f., 

138–140, 144 
Xb# (‘to dig’)  134 
Xft.| (‘opponent’)  4–8, 58, 60 f., 67, 70 f., 82, 

87, 162–164, 173, 178 
Xnr (‘criminal, prisoner’)  162 
Xnr (an institution)  166, 173–178 
xy.t (‘little girl’)  173 
xnw (‘pectoral spine’)  23 
swnw (‘tower’)  55 
sb| (‘rebel’)  57, 67 f., 75, 88, 140, 155, 162–

164, 173 
sm#.t wr.t (‘wild cow’)  174 f. 
snH (‘bind, tie up, fetter’)  31, 59, 61, 72 
sh# (an animal) see |sh# 
sXt.| (‘castrate’)  60, 68 
sXd (‘upside down’)  104, 107 
sSm-t# (‘leader of the land’)  141 
sqr.w (‘striken ones’)  107 
sD.t|(t) (‘girl’)  173 
Sn (‘encircle’)  38 
Sn+ (‘to curse’)  38 
qrs (‘to bury’)  139 
qs.wy (‘two bones’)  136 
qs.ty (‘place of offering, place of burn-

ing’?)  136 
qs#w#t (a toponym)  136 
gksw (a toponym) see mgqsw 
t# knmt (‘land of Kenmet’)  143 
twr.wy (‘two canes’)  136 
twt n Xft.| (‘figure of an enemy, execration 

figure’)  7, 69, 162, 164, 178 
tkmy (a divinity)  138 
tknw (‘tekenu’)  108, 129–131, 140–144 
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acts (ritually or otherwise) performed with or 
on execration figures 

– also see bound prisoner (as a motif) 
– also see name of the enemy 
– also see ritual utensils 
– bind  30–32, 49, 59, 69–73, 77, 87 
– bind with ropes  25 f., 46, 77 
– bind with sinew of a cow  69 
– break  22, 26, 29, 32, 35, 105 f., 117, 142 f., 

162 
– burn  7–10, 26, 30 f., 59–62, 68–78, 87–89, 

95, 105 f., 137–140, 162 
– bury, see deposit 
– contain (enclose)  29–49 
– contain in box  30–40, 48 f., 53–62 
– contain in clay coffin  22–26, 30–34, 38, 48 
– contain in jar  22, 32, 104, 161 
– cut  31, 57, 69–77, 87 
– damage intentionally  22, 25, 32, 74, 77 f., 

113 
– deposit in context of a fortress  24, 35, 38, 80 

f., 105 f., 117, 158–160 
– deposit in isolated location  24 
– deposit in necropolis  17 f., 23 f., 33, 109 f., 

158 f., 170 
– destroy  7–9, 20, 26, 70, 73, 78, 95, 104–

107, 140, 144, 161 f. 
– encircle  30–32 
– incinerate see burn   
– pierce with spear (or needles)  65 f., 69, 70–

78, 87, 95 
– preserve intentionally  32, 38, 87, 113 
– quench with urine  7, 31 
– reuse of execration figures?  38, 74, 77 f. 
– spit on  7, 69–73, 87, 95 
– stab see pierce with spear (or needles) 
– throw away  71 
– trample with foot  9, 31, 57, 67–78, 87, 95, 

162 
animal (also as a figurine)  4–10, 35, 77 f., 94 

f., 104, 106, 111, 117, 124, 134, 155, 164, 
172, 178 

– antelope  74, 90 
– bird  106, 135, 155, 178 

– bovines  5, 9, 106, 124, 129, 139–142 
– caprids  5, 8–10, 124 
– crocodile  9, 90, 138, 178 
– dog  9 f. 
– donkey  46 
– fish  9 
– fish, Synodontis  23 f., 34 
– hippopotamus  9 f. 
– Isha-animal (|sh#)  8 
– lion  105, 178 
– lizard  46 
– snake  74, 90, 94, 105, 155, 178 
– turtle  46, 74, 90, 94 

 
bound prisoner (as a motif)  25 f., 29, 46, 49, 

57–60, 65, 74–90, 95, 106, 109, 138, 155–
158, 178 

Breaking of the Red Pots  22, 30, 106, 112 f., 
161–163 

 
child  60 f., 68, 109, 113, 166–175, 178 
children of the rebellion (children of exhaus-

tion; ms.w bdS)  4, 94 
Circumvallating the Tomb  129, 140 f. 
control, magical  29–32 
cursing an enemy  23, 25, 38 f. 

 
dismemberment of bodies  141 
 
enemy 
– also see Index of Names: Apopis 
– also see Index of Names: Seth 
– criminal  46, 107 f., 163 
– Egyptian  21, 25, 30, 104, 106, 108, 114, 160 
– foreigner  25, 30, 103 f., 108, 114, 131, 137–

140, 160 
– Libyan  21, 104, 106 
– Nubian  passim 
– rebel  32, 57–60, 67, 88, 104, 108, 140, 160, 

163 f. 
– Syro-Palestinian  77, 82, 104, 106 
– woman  65, 104–108, 113, 117 
execration deposits 
– Atfih Group  30–49, 79 
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– Balat  158 f. 
– Deir el-Medina  65, 81, 89, 94 
– Elephantine  32 f., 39 
– Giza (Old Kingdom)  17, 32 f., 65, 79, 156, 

161 
– Giza (New Kingdom)  89, 94 
– Helwan  104 
– Lisht  30–39, 48 
– Mirgissa  35, 78 f., 103–117, 142 f., 155, 168 

f. 
– Mitrahina  83 
– Naukratis  79, 84 
– Saqqara (Old Kingdom)  78 f. 
– Saqqara (First Intermediate Period)  15–17 
– Saqqara (Middle Kingdom)  19–27, 31–39, 

48, 144 
– Saqqara (Late Period)  84 f. 
– Semna  35, 79, 158 
– Tell Dafana  80–88 
– Thebes (Berlin Group)  20–24, 30, 78 
– Tura Group  30–49, 79 
– Uronarti  35–37, 40, 79, 158 
execution  25, 48, 75, 77, 104–116, 123–144 
– breaking the neck  142 
– decapitation  107 f., 135, 138, 140, 142 
– strangulation  131–144 
– throat-slitting  135 
execution, place of  30, 46, 57, 67, 87 f., 95, 

133, 138–140 
– also see Index of Egyptian Terms: Xb.t 
 
father (e.g. of an enemy)  4, 25, 53, 60, 68, 75, 

88, 106, 174 
feasts of the sky and of the land  4 
Festival of Behedet  5, 9 
filiation  89, 104, 174 f., 178 
foundation ceremony  132, 142 
foundation deposit  105, 170 

 
gates of heaven  174 
girdle  165–168 
 
house of adoration  6 
 
initiation  3, 174 
ink  59, 61 f., 112, 159 
– black  20, 32, 104, 155, 163, 171 
– red (‘green’)  31, 59, 61, 68 f., 82, 88 f., 104, 

139, 155, 162 
 
Kerma culture  105–108, 112 

Khoiak  5 
killing see execution 
 
leprosy  4 
library of the temple  6 f., 75, 77 
lovespell  32, 66 
 
material   
– alabaster (calcite-alabaster)  30, 35–42, 77, 

80, 84, 87, 95, 104, 155, 159 f. 
– clay, fired  155, 162, 170–172 
– clay, unfired  19–23, 32–34 
– clay, unspecified  4, 9, 15, 20–26, 33 f., 80–

89, 94, 105 f., 117, 142, 154–179 
– faience  85, 155–158, 162–167, 177 
– ivory/tusk  85, 158, 160, 164–166 
– limestone  37–39, 48, 77–95, 106, 111, 117, 

127, 143, 155, 164–167, 170–172, 177 
– papyrus  4, 31, 59–62, 69–77, 88, 106, 162, 

172 
– shell  177 
– stone, unspecified  22, 37 f., 53, 83–95, 111, 

117, 142, 162, 172, 177 
– wax  4–9, 19–23, 31–34, 38, 57–96, 105–

107, 116 f., 140–142, 155, 162 
– wood  4, 19–22, 33, 39, 60 f., 69 f., 75–77, 

142, 155, 162–166, 177 
mother (e.g. of an enemy)  25, 60, 68, 88, 106, 

165, 174–178 
mummiform  138 
 
name of the enemy  passim 
– also see acts, writing the enemy’s name 
– also see father (e.g. of an enemy) 
– also see mother (e.g. of an enemy) 
– writing the enemy’s name on a new piece of 

papyrus  31, 59, 61, 69, 88, 106 
– writing the enemy’s name on an execration 

figure  16, 23–25, 31, 34, 60–62, 68 f., 104, 
139, 155, 160–162 

– writing the enemy’s name on the ground  31, 
72 

Napatan culture  136 
 
Opening of the Mouth  6 f., 128, 160 
 
Pan Grave culture  112 
Payni  5 
pestilence  5 
power see control, magical 
proskynesis  137 
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prostration  137 
protection, magical  5, 22 f., 38 f., 48, 67 f., 

160, 167, 178 
purification  5 f., 105, 160, 174 
 
red (as a hostile colour)  5–10, 30 f., 69, 88–

90, 105–107, 117, 162 f. 
– also see Breaking of the Red Pots 
– also see ink, red 
ritual figures (other than execration figures) 
– also see animal 
– boat  106 
– eye, figure of blinded human  106 
– parts of the human body (skull, head, 

bones)  106–117, 132–143, 159 
ritual utensils 
– axe  75, 111 
– earth  140 
– bow (|wn.t)  134, 141, 144 
– brazier (fire altar, furnace)  8 f., 74 f., 78, 89, 

105 f. 
– hoe  132 
– knife (blade)  6, 25, 31, 41, 46, 69 f., 74 f., 

90, 94 f., 107 f., 111, 117, 140, 159 
– mace  74–77 
– nail  25 
– needle  25 f., 66 
– sand  105, 140 
– spear  69 f., 75, 111 
– staff  141 
– stick (pD-oHo)  134, 141 
 
Sed-festival  137 
solar barque  67, 138, 162 
sparagmos see dismemberment of bodies 
 

tattoo  165–167, 176 
tekenu (tknw)  108, 129–131, 140–144 
titles and functions   
– also see Index of Egyptian Terms   
– b#ty-priests (or herders)  137 
– butcher (HnT.t|)  8–10 
– carver (gnw.t|, qs.t|)  7 
– chief lector priest  7 f. 
– chief ritualist  7–9 
– coppersmith (Hmty)  105 
– D#-priest  134, 142 
– director/controller (Xrp)  131 
– draughtsman (sx# qd)  6 
– goldsmith  7 
– governor (H#ty-o)  3, 141 
– Xnt-priest see Ssm-priest   
– |my.w-Xnt-officials  137 
– musician  165, 169 
– nurse (mno.t)  174–178 
– official (in general)  126, 137, 141 
– overseer of prophets  3 
– potter (nHp)  7, 178 
– priest or priestess (in general; ritualist)  3 f., 

67, 74, 109, 137–142, 165, 176 f. 
– priestess of Hathor (Hm.t nTr Ḥw.t-

Ḥr.w)  165, 176 
– priest of Sakhmet  4 f., 8 f. 
– prophet  3 
– scorpion charmer  4–9 
– scribe  56, 61, 72 f., 178 
– scribe of the god’s book  4–9 
– smHr-official  134, 137, 141 
– sr-officials  137 
– sSm(t)-priest  142 
– Ssm(t)-priest (Xnt-priest)  125, 133 f., 139 
– waitress  169 
– wr-officials  137 
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