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Preface 

This s tudy began as my doctoral dissertation, "Li turgical Elements in Early 
Jewish Mysticism: A Literary Analysis of Ma'aseh Merkavah," presented to the 
Depa r tmen t of Near Eas tern Languages and Li tera tures of New York Uni-
versity in M a y 1986. I have added an int roduct ion and revised several 
chapters . In the introduct ion, which is based on the textual analysis carried 
out in the body of the study, the implications of Ma 'aseh Merkavah for the s tudy 
of the history of J u d a i s m are assessed. 

M y interest in Ma'aseh Merkavah grows out of my longstanding interest in 
the language and history of Jewish prayer and in the history of J u d a i s m in 
Late Ant iqui ty . U p o n reading Gershom Scholem's compell ing account of 
Merkavah mysticism, I became interested in the possibilities the Hekha lo t 
texts held for these areas and for examining the relat ionship between religious 
experience and literary expression. Upon confront ing the texts themselves, 
and in light of the work done by Peter Schäfer and others on these texts, I 
became aware that methods needed to be developed for deal ing with the 
historical and textual problems presented by the l i terature. This s tudy is an 
effort to address such questions. 

Portions of Chap te r 11 appeared in my article, '"Alay le-Shabbeah: A Liturgi-
cal Prayer in Ma'aseh Merkavah" ( J Q R 77 [1986-87]) . Portions of Chap t e r 16 
appeared as "Pat terns of Mystical Prayer in Ancient J u d a i s m : Progression of 
Themes in Ma'aseh Merkavah," in New Perspectives on Ancient Judaism, edited by 
Paul V. M . Flescher (Lanham, M D : Universi ty Press of America , 1990). 

M a n y teachers, colleagues, and friends have contr ibuted to my work. I 
have had wise and at tent ive advisers at New York Universi ty. Professors 
Baruch A. Levine, Francis E. Peters of New York Universi ty, Ross R. Brann , 
now of Cornell Universi ty, and Mar t in A. Cohen of Hebrew Un ion College-
Jewish Ins t i tu te of Religion, served as readers of my thesis. As my principal 
adviser and as a colleague, Professor Lawrence H. Schiffman, has been 
exceptionally generous with his time, advice, and knowledge. I a m especially 
grateful for his counsel and encouragement . M y research has also benefited 
f rom conversations and communicat ions with the late Professor Alexander 
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Altmann and with Professors Peter Schäfer, Martin S. Cohen, Elizabeth 
Waller, Carol Newsom, Morton Smith, and David Blumenthal. At the Uni-
versity ofVirginia, my colleagues Professors Gary Anderson, Benjamin Ray 
and Robert Wilken have made helpful suggestions and criticisms. My thanks 
also to Professor Schäfer for his interest in this book, and to Ms. Leslie 
Kobayashi for preparing the indexes. Of course, I alone am responsible for 
any errors or shortcomings in my work. 

This book is also a product of deeper influences. Rabbi Elihu Schagrin, 
Emeritus of Temple Concord in Binghamton, New York, is responsible for 
much of my interest in Jewish religion and its sources. I will always be grateful 
to my parents, Bernard and Marcella Swartz, for their support, and to my 
brother Steven for his friendship. It is my hope that my work reflects their 
integrity and love of learning. This book is dedicated to my wife, Suzanne 
Silver, whose work and life continue to enrich mine immeasurably. 

Jerusalem, November 1990 Michael D. Swartz 
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Introduction 

Prayer is an impor tan t pa r t of religious discourse and practice. Yet apa r t f rom 
the disciplines of liturgical history or theology, the s tudy of prayer as a 
phenomenon in the history of religions has not often received systematic 
at tent ion. In recent years, scholars have begun to ask how prayer funct ions in 
the context of a religious culture. New emphasis has been placed on examin-
ing the active or performat ive function of the language of prayer as against its 
informational or expressive function. Prayer, we have learned, is not only to 
supposed to say something; it is supposed to do something. 

This study is a form-critical and historical analysis of Ma'aseh Merkavah, an 
anthology of Jewish mystical prayers of La te Antiqui ty. I t is pr imari ly an 
evaluation of the place of this text and of the forms of religion it reflects in the 
history o f j e w i s h religion, and of the relationship of its ideas and li terary forms 
to other liturgies and themes of ancient J u d a i s m . But it is also an inquiry into 
the changing funct ions of prayer texts within a t radi t ion of visionary mystic-
ism, and how their l i terary forms reflect these funct ions. 

I. Prayer and Religious Traditions 

Contempora ry s tudents of prayer have done much to revise the views of the 
role of prayer in religion proposed by earlier historians of religion, notably by 
Frederich Heiler. Heiler, in his classic comparat ive s tudy Prayer,1 disting-
uished personal prayer f rom ritual prayer as set forth in prayer texts and 
liturgies. H e considered the former to be true, au thent ic prayer , the lat ter 
secondary developments , artificial and of little value for the s tudy of the 
dynamic relat ionship of the individual to God: 

1 F. Heiler, Prayer: A Study in the History and Psychology of Religion; trans. S. McComb and 
J . E . Park (1932). 
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Prayer is at first a spontaneous, emotional discharge, a free outpouring of the heart. In 
the course of development, it becomes a fixed formula which people recite without feeling or 
mood of devotion, untouched both in heart and mind.2 

Theorists such as Heiler saw such features as the use of repetition, stock 

formulae, and scriptural citations as marking the degeneration of prayer f rom 

the purely spiritual to the merely ritual. In fact, these very characteristics of 

the language of prayer actually constitute important evidence for the religious 

meaning and purpose of prayer . Such formulae are essential components of 

the cultural vocabulary of participants in traditional religions, often insepar-

able f rom their common vocabulary . Car l Kel ler , evaluating the place of 

prayer in mystical texts, observes: 

Prayers always give voice to a deep sense of God's presence, but they are formulated in 
traditional religious and theological language, and the praying believer never separates 
himself from the solid conceptual framework of his spiritual life.3 

Not only are such formulae integral components of religious expression, 

they fulfill important functions in achieving the goals of prayer . Cur rent 

studies of prayer have assigned a new importance to the formulaic language of 

prayer . Influenced by J . L .Aust in 's categories of performative language, 4 

these scholars stress the power of words and formulae to do what the speaker 

intends over the information conveyed by those words . 5 A prayer not only 

expresses the worshipper's state of mind, or proclaims or teaches doctrine; it 

is an actor in a ritual context. 6 A given prayer is often intended to alter the 

2 Heiler, Prayer, 64. 
3 C. Keller, "Mystical Literature," in S. Katz, (ed.), Mysticism and Philosophical Analysis, 

(1978), 94. 
4 Austin, J . L., How to Do Things with Words, edited by J .O. Urmson and Marina Sbisa 

(1975). Cf. M. Silverstein, "Language Structure and Linguistic Ideology," in P. R. Clyne, 
W. F. Hanks, and C.L. Hofbauer, The Elements: A Parasession on Linguistic Units and Levels 
(1979), 193-247. 

5 For a survey of current research on prayer, see Gill, "Prayer," in The Encyclopedia of 
Religion. An very useful recent consideration of the problem of prayer and its poetics in 
anthropology is P. Metcalf, Where are you, Spirits (1989); see especially the introduction, 
1-27. The following studies are based on fieldwork and are primarily concerned with the 
function of ritual language in nonliterate societies: R. Finnegan, "How to Do Things with 
Words: Performative Utterances among the Limba of Sierra Leone," Man, n.s. 4 (1969) 
537-52; S. Gill, "Prayer as Person: The Performative Force in Navaho Prayer Acts," History 
of Religions 17 (1977), 143-57; Gill, Native American Religious Action: A Performance Approach to 
Religion (1987); Sacred Words: A Study of Navaho Religion and Prayer (1981); B. Ray, "Performa-
tive Utterances in African Ritual," History of Religions 13 (1973), 16-35; see also S . J . 
Tambiah, "The Magical Power of Words," Man, n.s. 3 (1968) 177-208; cf. W. Wheelock, 
"The Problem of Ritual Language: From Information to Situation," JAAR 50 (1982), 
49-71. On the study of Jewish prayer, see below, n. 8. 

6 On this point see especially Gill, "Prayer as Person." 



Prayer Texts in Juda ism and Diachronic Analysis 3 

mood or state of mind of the worshipper or communi ty of worshippers; it may 
also be intended to affect the relationship between the worshipper and God, 
the Divine forces, or the world. Analysis of rhetorical and conventional 
features of a prayer text can uncover these funct ions. 

T h e role of prayer in mysticism bears on these quest ions in significant 
ways. For as mysticism is seen as having its roots in an individual 's experi-
ence, prayer in mysticism is often seen in terms of its effect on this experience.7 

Prayer may express a mystical state, but it may also serve to engender a 
mystical state. As we shall see, the lat ter function has been ascribed to prayer 
in ancient Jewish mysticism by earlier scholars of the phenomenon . Th is 
hypothesis is quest ioned and tested below in the case ofMa'aseh Merkavah. 

II . Prayer Texts in Judaism and Diachronic Analysis 

T h e earlier views of prayer described above have also come under criticism 
f rom s tudents of ancient Jewish prayer . R. Sarason argues that prayer in 
classical J u d a i s m , far f rom being the "very hear ths tone of all p ie ty ," 8 mus t be 
seen in the context of the Rabbin ic system of worship, which stresses s tudy 
and the per formance of s ta tu tory obligations. T. Zahavy argues for a distinc-
tion between the s tudy of prayer texts and the t rea tment of and evidence for 
prayer as an act . 9 

7 I t is not the purpose of this study to address the problem of the terms mysticism and 
magic. For our purposes the term mysticism will be used heuristically to refer to the active 
effort of a person or persons to apprehend God directly, especially by means of a vision. The 
term magic in the context of ancient Juda i sm will refer to the use of ritual procedures 
involving divine names for practical purposes. On the problem of magic in ancient and 
medieval Judaism, see briefly M . D . Swartz, "Scribal Magic and Its Rhetoric: Formal 
Patterns in Medieval Hebrew and Aramaic Incantation Texts from the Cairo Genizah" 
HTR 83 (1990), 163-80 and L . H . Schiffman and M . D . Swartz, Hebrew and Aramaic 
Incantation Texts from the Cairo Genizah: Selected Texts from Taylor-Schechter Box K1 (in press), 
Introduction. There an argument is made that the term magic is useful in the context of 
ancient and medieval Juda i sm as a category describing a distinct set of rhetorical and 
literary forms. It is not supposed here that there is an essential dichotomy between magic 
and religion. 

8 Heiler, Prayer, quoted in R. Sarason, "Religion and Worship," in J . Neusner (ed.), Take 
fudaism, for Example (1983), 49-65. 

9 T. Zahavy, "A New Approach to Early Jewish Prayer," in B. Bokser (ed.), The History 
ofJudaism: The Next Ten Years (1980), 45-60. Gill also urges the consideration of prayer as an 
act. See "Prayer;" Religious Action-, see especially pp. 89-146 on the problem of textuality in 
relation to prayer acts; and Sacred Words. On methodology in the study o f j ewish prayer, see 
R. Sarason, "The Modern Study o f j e w i s h Liturgy," and "Recent Developments in the 
Study o f j e w i s h Liturgy," in J . Neusner (ed.), The Study of Ancient Judaism, vol. 1 (1981), 
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These scholars argue rightly for an approach which stresses placing the 
texts of prayer in the context of systemic analysis. Yet if the prayer in its legal 
or liturgical context plays its par t in expressing the system of the communi ty 
doing the praying, the prayer texts themselves often express something 
different. They express, among other things, the dynamics of the perceived 
relat ionship between the worshipper and God. God is referred to in one set of 
rules of discourse or activity - those of theology or law. But He is approached , 
addressed, entreated, praised, threa tened, or thanked in another - the rhetor-
ical canons of prayer . 1 0 Texts of prayer can have their own histories, and their 
own intrinsic formal and substant ive characterist ics which allow them to be 
set into their various contexts. T h e internal rhetoric of a prayer allows it to do 
something, while subsequent use of the text often makes it do something quite 
different. In such cases this dispari ty between a prayer ' s rhetorical dynamic 
and its contextual funct ion is often manifest in how that prayer has been 
altered, t runcated , or o rnamented to serve its new role. 

This problem calls for a distinction between the prayer and its rhetor ic on 
the one hand , and its legal or li terary context on the other. Such a distinction 
is m a d e in the case of an ancient anthology of prayers such as Ma'aseh 
Merkavah through diachronic form-critical analysis of the text. By separa t ing 
prayer passages f rom their redact ional context, such an analysis can reveal 
the criteria and purposes for which the prayers were initially composed, and 
go on to describe how they were used in the system of the redactors . In 
addit ion, this analysis yields evidence for discrete layers of development of a 
religious phenomenon . It will be seen that prayer was used in Ma'aseh 
Merkavah for several distinct purposes, and that these purposes s tand in 
significant contrast to the role of prayer in classical Rabbin ic J u d a i s m . 1 1 

Ma'aseh Merkavah also provides evidence for the use of literary units of 
prayer in contrast ing contexts, tha t of Merkavah mysticism and tha t of the 
s ta tutory liturgies of R a b b i n i c j u d a i s m . T h e text contains parallels to prayers 
known from the t radi t ional Jewish Babylonian and Palestinian liturgies. T h e 
value of these parallels is both historical and phenomenological ; they allow us 
to determine whether the prayers originated in the mystical or liturgical 
tradit ion, and they allow us to see how the prayers operate in both contexts. 

T h e purpose of this analysis of Ma'aseh Merkavah is thus twofold. It is an 
effort to i l lumine the historical quest ion of the development of M e r k a v a h 

107-187; see also S. Reif, "Jewish Liturgical Research: Past, Present, and Fu tu re , " JJS 34 
(1983), 161-170. 

1 0 O n this problem cf. the discussion in Metcalf , Where are You, Spirits, 3 - 4 . 
1 1 O n the form-critical methodology employed in this s tudy and its implicat ions for the 

study of Hekhalo t l i terature, see Chap te r 1 below. 
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mysticism as a system of apprehens ion of and communica t ion with the Divine 
in J u d a i s m of Late Ant iqui ty . I t is also an assessment the role of prayer in this 
process of development . 

III . Merkavah Mysticism 

Ma'aseh Merkavah is a central example of the texts of Merkavah mysticism, the 
visionary Jewish mysticism which flourished in Palestine and Babylonia in 
the second through eighth centuries, C. E. These texts are known as Hekhalo t 
l i terature. T h e significance of Merkavah mysticism was first b rought to the 
a t tent ion of scholars by Gershom Scholem in his Major Trends in Jewish 
Mysticism12 and Jewish Gnosticism, Merkavah Mysticism, and Talmudic Tradition.13 

Scholem demons t ra ted its impor tance in the context of J u d a i s m of Late 
Ant iqui ty and suggested its implications for the s tudy of classical, Rabbin ic 
J u d a i s m . As Scholem demonst ra ted , the Hekhalot texts contain some of the 
earliest evidence for Jewish mysticism and theurgy. Unl ike other contempor-
ary texts of Rabbin ic religion, these texts center not on law, theology, or 
biblical exegesis, bu t on journeys purpor tedly under taken by their au thors 
through the Hekhalot, the seven heavenly "palaces" or chambers , to the Divine 
Char io t -Throne , the Merkavah. This journey, how to achieve it, and its 
dangers and rewards, are the hear t of the l i terature, its organizing principle. 

In Ma'aseh Merkavah prayer plays an active role, more so than in any other 
Hekhalot text. Prayers are seen in the text as the ins t ruments by which the 
protagonists ascend, experience the vision of the upper realm, and protect 
themselves f rom the dangers of that vision. Because of the centrali ty of 
prayers and the qualities claimed for them in the text, Ma'aseh Merkavah can 
i l luminate the question of the relationship of prayer to religious experience 
and mysticism in ancient J u d a i s m . 

Ma'aseh Merkavah also provides evidence for the changing funct ion of prayer 
within the Hekhalot t radit ion. T h e form-critical analysis under taken here 
demonst ra tes that the text underwent a process of evolution f rom a collection 
of prayers to be recited in communi ty with the heavenly hosts, to a prescrip-
tion for the active cultivation of the individual 's ascent to and vision of the 
upper realm - that is, an evolution from liturgy to theurgy. 

12 Seconded. (1954). 
13 Second ed. (1965). For an account of the modern study of Merkavah mysticism, see 

chapter 1 below. 
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IV. Prayer in Hekhalot Literature 

Prayer is generally regarded as an impor tan t test imony to the experiential, 
mystical character of Hekhalo t l i terature. Merkavah prayer has been seen to 
be character ized by the use of repetit ion of synonyms, a hypnot ic rhy thm, and 
a numinous quali ty. P. Bloch first advanced the idea that M e r k a v a h prayer 
employed these qualit ies to induce a t rance . 1 4 H e noted tha t strings of 
synonyms appear in the prayers wi thout reference to specific concepts or 
deeds of God, and wi thout any logical progression. These passages were, 
according to Bloch, 

Purely pleonastic and unisonous words which do not in the least assist the process of 
thought but merely reflect the emotional struggle.15 

These characterist ics were thus seen as more impor tan t to the prayers t han 
semant ic and theological considerations. 

Scholem took this idea fu r ther in his description of the prayer of M e r k a v a h 
mysticism. Inspired by Rudolf Ot to ' s category of the numinous , 1 6 Scholem 
saw in the strings of synonyms and wha t he termed the "pompous" rhetoric of 
the prayers a "polylogy" directly in tended to aid the mystic in his vision of 
God. 

Almost all the hymns from the Hekhaloth tracts, particularly those whose text has been 
preserved intact, reveal a mechanism comparable to the motion of an enormous fly-wheel. 

In cyclical rhythm the hymns succeed each other, and within them the adjurations of 
God follow in a crescendo of glittering and majestic attributes, each stressing and reinforc-
ing the sonorous power of the world. The monotony of their rhythm - almost all consist of 
verses of four words - and the progressively sonorous incantations induce in those who are 
praying a state of mind bordering on ecstasy.17 

Several of the precise pa t te rns which comprise this style have been analy-
zed in an impor tan t series of articles b y j o h a n n Maie r . 1 8 Maie r shows that the 
specific forms utilized in Hekhalot Rabbati and related texts - simple repeti t ion, 
litanies of at t r ibutes , short clauses describing God, and the like - generate an 

14 P. Bloch, "Die Yorde Merkavah, die Mystiker der Gaonzeit und ihrer Einfluss auf die 
Liturgie," MGWJ, O.S. 37 (1893), 18-25, 69-74, 257-66, 305-11. 

15 Bloch, Yorde Merkavah, 306, cited in Scholem, Major Trends, 58; Scholem's translation. 
16 R. Otto, The Idea ofthe Holy (second ed., 1950). 
17 Scholem, Major Trends, 59-60. 
18 J . Maier, " 'At tah hu 'Adon (Hekhalot Rabbat i X X V I 5)," Judaica 22 (1966), 209-33; 

"Hekhalot Rabbat i X X V I I , 2 - 5 J u d a i c a 21 (1965), 129-33; "Poetisch-liturgische Stüc-
ken aus dem 'Buch der Geheimnisse' ," Judaica 24 (1968), 172-81; "Serienbildung und 
'Numinoser ' EindrucksefFekt in den poetischen Stücken der Hekhalot-Literatur," Semitics 3 
(1973), 36-66. 
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accumulat ive rhy thm which, according to Maier , aids in the process Scholem 
describes. T h e literary forms can thus be positively identified by these con-
spicuous features. 

T h e descriptions of the character and funct ion of M e r k a v a h prayer 
described above were based to a great extent on Hekhalot Rabbati, the text 
which has been used most often as evidence for Merkavah myst icism. 1 9 

Prayers in Hekhalot Rabbati may indeed have been composed for the purposes 
of engendering a mystical t rance. Ma'aseh Merkavah, however, exhibits a 
ra ther different set of stylistic dynamics, with different implicat ions for the 
role of prayer in Merkavah mysticism. The prayers which formed the basis for 
Ma 'aseh Merkavah were not mean t primarily to lift the worshipper f rom earthly 
contemplat ion to heavenly ascent, bu t to express his par t ic ipat ion in an 
earthly liturgy corresponding to the angelic liturgy. T h u s their p r imary 
purpose was evocative ra ther than ins t rumental . Only later did the au thors of 
the narra t ive of the text a t t r ibute to the prayers the funct ion of producing a 
vision of the Divine world. 

In order to explain this process of evolution, it is necessary to describe 
Ma'aseh Merkavah, its subjects, themes, and s t ra ta of redaction. O n c e this has 
been accomplished, the charac ter and funct ion of prayer in the text will be 
analyzed, and the role of the text in the phenomenon of M e r k a v a h mysticism 
will be evaluated. 

V. Ma 'aseh Merkavah 

In 1946, Alexander A l tmann published, f rom an impor tan t manuscr ip t of 
Hekhalo t l i terature, excerpts of a previously unpubl ished Hekhalo t text .2 0 

Later Gershom Scholem published the entire text in Jewish Gnosticism21 

giving it the n a m e Ma'aseh Merkavah, " the work of the [Divine] Cha r io t " on 
the basis of a citation f rom Eleazar of Worms ' Sode Razaya'.22 Ma'aseh Mer-

1 9 O n Hekhalot Rabbati see Scholem, Gnosticism, 6; I . G r u e n w a l d , Apocalyptic and Merkavah 
Mysticism (1980), 150-173; a n d M . Smi th , "Obse rva t i ons on Hekha lo t R a b b a t i , " in A. Alt-
m a n n , (ed.) Biblical and Other Studies (1963), 142-160; D. B lumen tha l , Understanding Jewish 
Mysticism 1 (1978). 

2 0 . A. A l t m a n n , "Shire Qedushah be-Sifrut ha-Hekhalot ha-Qedumah," Melilah 2 (1946), 1 - 2 4 . 
Scholem, however , did not acknowledge A l t m a n n ' s p r ior publ ica t ion . 

2 1 Pp . 103-17. O n the manusc r ip t s used by A l t m a n n a n d Scholem, see C h a p t e r 2 below. 
2 2 See Gnosticism, 76, 101. O n this title, see C h a p t e r 1, n. 18 below. T h e t e rm Ma'aseh 

Merkavah is used in R a b b i n i c l i te ra ture to denote the s tudy a n d descr ip t ion of the grea t 
C h a r i o t - t h r o n e of God , first descr ibed in the p rophe t ic visions of I sa iah a n d Ezekiel. T h i s 
th rone is descr ibed in grea t deta i l in several of the Hekha lo t texts, especially Hekhalot 
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kavah is included in Peter Schafer 's definitive synoptic edition of Hekhalot 
l i terature. Schafer 's edition forms the basis for this s tudy. 2 3 

A l t m a n n unders tood Ma'aseh Merkavah as an anthology of Hekhalot pray-
ers to be recited in conjunct ion with the liturgical qedushah, the "sanctifica-
tion," in which Isa. 6:3 is recited. H e pointed out the longstanding relation-
ship between visionary l i terature and hymn, and emphasized the liturgical 
references in the hymns . 2 4 H e also dated the hymns in the first section of the 
text2 5 to an earlier stage of Hekhalot l i terature, preceding the second section 
and preceding the prayers in Hekhalot Rabbati.26 

A discussion of Ma'aseh Merkavah appears in I. Gruenwald ' s Apocalyptic and 
Merkavah Mysticism.21 Gruenwald distinguishes between two types of prayers 
in Ma'aseh Merkavah: tha t type which "lacks the ecstatic quali ty of the hymns 
we meet in Hekhalot Rabbati and thus resembles common religious poetry," 
and those at the end of the text (§ 586—596) which contain extensive magical 
names and thus "expose their magical funct ion ." Gruenwald differed with 
Al tmann ' s view of the priority of the former type and suggests that the latter 
type may "represent a more original phase of Hekhalot hymnology than do 
their counterpar ts in Hekhalot Rabbati,"28 Gruenwald ' s case is in par t built on 
Scholem's assertion tha t theurgic elements of the Merkavah phenomenon are 
as old as other e lements 2 9 and on the idea described above that the p r imary 
purpose of Merkavah prayer is to induce a mystical t rance. It will be seen that 
this s tudy comes to different conclusions about the history and funct ion of 
prayers in Ma'aseh Merkavah. 

Ma'aseh Merkavah is the subject o f a recent s tudy by N. J anowi t z . 3 0 In Poetics 

Rabbati and the later t reat ise Massekhet Hekhalot. But paradoxica l ly , this descr ip t ion is not 
p reva len t in Ma'aseh Merkavah. 

2 3 P .Schäfe r , Synapse zur Hekhalot-Literatur (1981). Ma'aseh Merkavah ex tends in the 
Synopse f r om § 5 4 4 - 5 9 6 . All references to Ma'aseh Merkavah in this s tudy will follow the 
n u m b e r i n g of the Synopse. O t h e r references to Hekha lo t l i t e ra ture will also follow the Synopse 
unless o therwise noted . O n the impl ica t ions of Schäfer ' s edi t ion a n d his m e t h o d s for the 
s tudy of Hekha lo t l i te ra ture , see C h a p t e r 1 below. 

2 4 A l t m a n n , "Shire Qedushah," 4 - 5 . 
2 5 O n the divisions of the text, see below. 
2 6 A l t m a n n , "Shire Qedushah" 8. Th i s da t i ng is based on Scholem's opin ion (Major 

Trends, 4 6 - 4 7 ) tha t the t e rm 'aliyah, "ascent [to the M e r k a v a h ] , " which is p reva len t in the 
first p a r t of Ma'aseh Merkavah, p receded the t e rm yeridah, "descen t . " Scholem's j u d g m e n t is 
based on his unp roven theory of the an t iqu i ty of Hekhalot Zutarti, whe re 'aliyah is used, in 
re la t ionship to Hekhalot Rabbati, in which yeridah p r edomina t e s . I n chap te r 18 of this s tudy 
the da t i ng of Ma'aseh Merkavah is based pr imar i ly on stylistic cr i ter ia . 

2 7 G r u e n w a l d , Apocalyptic, 181-90. 
2 8 G r u e n w a l d , Apocalyptic, 182. 
2 9 Scholem, Gnosticism, 75. 
3 0 N . J a n o w i t z , The Poetics of Ascent: Theories ofLanguage in a Rabbinic Ascent Text (1989). 
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of Ascent, m e t h o d s developed in s t ruc tu ra l a n d e t h n o g r a p h i c l inguist ics a re 
b r o u g h t to bea r on Ma'aseh Merkavah for the pu rposes of examin ing the 
theories of l anguage in the text. J a n o w i t z sees Ma'aseh Merkavah as express ing 
a dis t inct ideology of l anguage in wh ich the e m p l o y m e n t of the n a m e a n d the 
reci t ing of the h y m n s accompl ishes ascent . I n the na r ra t ive , which f r a m e s 
repor ted speech, R a b b i s I s h a m e l a n d Akiba serve as mode ls for the r eade r , 
a l lowing the r eade r to pa r t i c ipa te in the act of ascent . 

J a n o w i t z ' s s tudy is no t ab l e for its analysis of h o w mag ica l l a n g u a g e a n d 
divine n a m e s a re used in the text as a whole, a n d of the impl ica t ions of these 
concept ions for l inguist ic a n d r i tua l theory. I t does not p r imar i ly addres s 
ques t ions of the his tor ical impl ica t ions of the l i terary n a t u r e of Ma'aseh 
Merkavah, of the pr ior deve lopmen t of the text or of the i m m e d i a t e contex t in 
wh ich the p raye r ma te r i a l s a rose . 3 1 As is expla ined in C h a p t e r 1 below on the 
tex tua l s tudy of Ma'aseh Merkavah, such ques t ions a re occas ioned by the 
compos i te n a t u r e of the H e k h a l o t l i tera ture , reflected in the l i terary evidence 
for the text. I t will be shown tha t gross var ia t ions be tween the recensions a n d 
the inner dynamics of ind iv idua l un i t s allow us to look in to the r edac t iona l -
a n d thus the his tor ical - process. I n addi t ion , it will be seen tha t the l i terary 
style of the prayers , such as para l le l i sm and the a c c u m u l a t i o n of synonyms , 
reflect specific poet ic t echn iques consciously employed by the i r compose r s . 3 2 

Al though J a n o w i t z acknowledges t ha t textual va r i an t s a n d the p resence of 
c o m p o n e n t ma te r i a l s do charac te r ize Ma'aseh Merkavah,33 he r focus is on 

31 Janowitz notes that Ma'aseh Merkavah is "a contextless text that cannot be placed in a 
specific historical community" (Poetics of Ascent, 15). Her approach to this problem is to see 
the text as "context creating" by virtue of the speech constructions in the narrative which 
attribute the power of ascent to the name of the deity in the prayers (ibid., 16). While this 
makes possible her analysis of the narrative's view of the function of the prayers and their 
magical names, it leaves open the question of the immediate context (the form critic's Sitz im 
Leben) in which the prayers arose. Cf. her discussion (ibid., 10-11) of Silverstein's distinc-
tion between purposive function and indexical function, based on M. Silverstein, "The 
culture of language in Chinookan narrative texts; or On saying that . . . in Chinook," in 
J . N i c h o l s a n d A . C . W o o d b u r y , Grammar Inside and Outside the Clause (1985) , 132. 

32 J . Fox, "Roman Jakobson and the Comparative Study of Parallelism," in D.Arm-
strong and C. H. van Schooneveld (eds.), Roman Jakobson: Echoes of His Scholarship (1977), 
59-90, following R. Jakobson, "Parallelism and its Russian Facet," in S. Rudy (ed.), Roman 
Jakobson: Selected Writings (1981), 98, distinguishes between the idea of parallelism as a way 
of structuring rhetorical language and "canonical parallelism" as a specific poetic tech-
nique. Although the parallelism used in Ma'aseh Merkavah is not "compulsory," that is, not 
strictly followed, the term will be used in this latter sense. This analysis will thus deal with 
the implications of the canonical parallelism of Hebrew poetry in Late Antiquity for 
Ma 'aseh Merkavah in its cultural context. Cf. Janowitz, Poetics of Ascent, 11-12. 

33 Poetics of Ascent, pp. 4 and 22. Manuscript variations and problems of internal 
coherence are discussed in an appendix, pp. 113-26. 
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analyzing those mater ials in the narra t ive context of one manuscr ip t ' s recen-
sion. T h u s Ma'aseh Merkavah is t reated in effect as a uni tary document , 
reflecting a coherent ideology. In Janowi tz ' s view, all elements and genres 
within the text - prayers, names, and narrat ive - contr ibute to this ideology.3 4 

Janowi tz thus sees homologies between the various stylistic elements of the 
text and its ideological aspects - for example, between the poetic parallel ism 
of the hymns and the f raming s t ructure of the narra t ive which reflects the 
text 's concept of ascent. Likewise, synonyms are piled u p in the n a m e for-
mulae and poetry in the way the heavens are piled u p in the cosmology.3 5 

T h e present s tudy takes a different approach . I ts goals are to uncover the 
process of development of the text, place Ma'aseh Merkavah pr imari ly in 
historical context, and f rom there to consider the contrast ing ways in which 
prayer is used by its composers and redactors . Ma'aseh Merkavah is therefore 
analyzed here form-critically and diachronically, wi th par t icular at tent ion to 
the role of liturgical l i terature in the text. Li terary and text-critical quest ions 
are thus placed at the center of this s tudy. In addit ion, l i terary forms and 
styles, par t icular ly of the prayers in Ma'aseh Merkavah, are analyzed in com-
parison with their proximate sources in Jewish liturgical l i terature, the 
Hekhalot corpus, and the poetry of the Rabbin ic period. It will be shown that 
these corpora are directly relevant for unders tand ing the funct ion of the 
prayers in Ma'aseh Merkavah as their composers unders tood it. T h e results and 
implications of this inquiry are described in this In t roduct ion below. 

A. T h e D e v e l o p m e n t of t h e T e x t 

Ma'aseh Merkavah actually consists of three texts, each composed of sayings 
a t t r ibuted to Rabbis of the second century C. E. These texts are designated as 
Sections in this study. These texts consist of prayers f ramed by narrat ive. T h e 
narra t ive purpor t s to tell how the these Rabbis acquired Divine visions and 
secrets. Section I tells how Rabb i Akiba learned the secrets of ascending 
through the layers of heaven, the Hekhalot , to witness God in His heavenly 
court and His Merkavah . Sections I I and I I I tell how Rabbi Ishmael con-
ju red the angels who impar ted to h im the secrets of acquir ing wisdom. These 
angels are known as the "Prince of the T o r a h " (Sar ha-Torah) and the "Angel 
of the Presence" (Mal'akh ha-Panim) ,36 

3 4 O n J a n o w i t z ' s a p p r o a c h to the p rob lems of composi te composi t ion a n d his tor ical 
context , see Poetics of Ascent, 15—16. J a n o w i t z sees m a n y of the componen t s as ref lect ing 
"di f ferent tactics bu t s imilar genera l s t ra teg ies" (p. 16). 

3 5 ibid. , 8 7 - 8 8 . 
3 6 O n T h e Sar ha-Torah t r ad i t ions see Scholem, Major Trends, 77 -78 ; a n d G r u e n w a l d , 

Apocalyptic, 143-44 , 185-86. 



Indexes 

Bible 

I. Sources 

Exodus 
8:5 
15:11 
16:18 

33:23 
34:6 

Numbers 
23:21 

137 
135,136,236 
123 
69,118 
120,123,127,128 

123 

Deuteronomy 

4:39 
6:4 
33:5 

1 Samuel 
6:12 

2 Samuel 
7:2 

1 Kings 
18:39 
19:12 

Isaiah 
6:3 

30:7 
44:6 
45:23 
51:13 
55:12 

122, 123 
123 
123 

193 

51 

120,123,229 
157, 247 

8,17,18, 70,71,73,74,120, 123, 
129,141,142,145, 159,163,177, 
200, 232,240 
119.122.229 
123 
120.122.230 
119,122,229 
162 

Jeremiah 
10:5-16 

Ezekiel 
1:10 

3:12 
23:23 
34:6 

Obadiah 

1:21 

Nahum 
1:4 

Psalms 
22:29 
24:7-10 
41:14 
89:53 
91:1 
93:1 
104:1 
106:48 

Proverbs 
8:31 

Daniel 
2:37 
7:10 

122 

163 
127-128,129,231 
115 
120,230 

123 

162,250 

Zechariah 
14:9 120,123,150,229 

123 
123 
130 
130 
149,150 
123 
151,153,154,172 
130 

147 

119 
20 



260 Indexes 

Ezra 

7:12 119 

1 Chronicles 

16:36 130 

Rabbinic Literature 

Mishnah 
Rosh Ha-Shannah 
4:6 124 
Avot 
3:1 83,87 

Palestinian Talmud 
Rosh Ha-Shannah 
1:3 122 

Avodah Zarah 
1:2 122 
2:7 108 

Babylonian Talmud 

Berakhot 
6a 
7a 

Shabbat 
118a 

Pesahim 
104a 

Hagigah 
13b 
15a 

69,82 
29,69,118 

98 

198 

69,92 
184 

Sanhédrin 
4b 135 

Avodah Zarah 
24b 191, 193 

Menahot 

35b 69,118 

Midrash 

Avot de-Rabbi Natan 
fol. l i a 29 
ch.34 223 
Bereshii Rabbah 
40 193 
Vayiqra Rabbah (Margulies) 
p. 668 122 
Mekhilta 
Beshallah 1 115 
Midrash Mishle 
34a 67 
Pesiqta'de-RavKahana (Mandelbaum) 
p. 333 122 

Tanhuma 
Ha'azinui 122 

Hekhalot Literature (according to Synopse number) 

3 Enoch § 199-200 25 

§4 51 §201 96,108 
§22 70,71,72 §204 152 
§20 16,184 §204-248 214 
Hekhalot Rabbati §206 51 
§81-105 16 § 2 1 ? 5 1 

§81-306 56 § 2 1 ° 5 1
r 

§ 8 3 - 9 3 98 §217 205 
93-106 16 § 2 4 9 2 0 6 

599 1 5 §251 155,199 

156 148 § 2 3 7 2 0 2 > 2 0 3 

§160 148 § 2 6 0 1 5 5 

§ 191 205,206 § 2 6 6 2 0 2 

§ 195 152 § 2 6 8 5 1 

§ 198-228 23 § 2 7 2 1 0 9 



S o u r c e s 2 6 1 

§ 2 7 8 9 6 

§ 2 7 8 - 2 7 9 8 6 

Pirqe Rabbi Nehuniah ben Ha-Qannah 
§ 3 1 1 9 8 

§ 3 1 3 8 9 

§ 3 1 3 - 3 1 4 7 7 , 8 6 , 8 7 , 8 9 , 9 4 

§ 3 1 4 8 7 

Hotam Gadol!Keter Nora 
§ 3 1 8 - 3 2 0 8 5 

§ 3 1 8 - 3 2 1 5 6 

Hekhalot Zutarti 
§ 3 3 5 3 6 , 4 4 

§ 3 5 5 - 3 7 4 5 6 

§ 3 3 6 4 4 

§ 3 4 0 - 3 4 5 4 3 

§ 3 6 6 - 3 6 7 5 7 

§ 3 7 5 - 4 0 6 5 6 

§ 3 7 7 9 8 

§ 4 0 7 - 4 2 6 5 6 

§ 4 1 0 5 1 

§ 4 2 5 9 8 , 9 9 

Seder Rabbah de-Bereshit 
§ 4 2 9 

O t h e r 
§ 4 6 9 - 4 9 9 

§ 4 7 3 - 4 7 4 

§ 4 8 8 - 4 9 9 

§ 4 8 9 - 4 9 6 

§ 4 9 7 - 4 9 9 

§ 4 8 9 - 4 9 9 

§ 4 9 9 

§ 5 0 0 

§ 5 0 1 

§ 5 0 1 - 5 1 7 

§ 5 1 2 

§ 5 1 3 - 5 1 7 

4 7 

5 6 

108 

5 6 

5 7 

5 7 

4 3 , 5 7 

4 5 , 4 6 

5 6 , 5 7 

4 3 , 5 6 , 5 7 

5 6 

4 3 , 5 6 , 5 7 

4 4 

Seder Rabbah de-Bereshit 
§ 5 1 8 - 5 4 1 5 6 

§ 5 2 2 7 3 

§ 5 4 2 - 5 4 3 5 6 , 5 7 

Ma 'aseh Merkavah 
§ 5 4 4 

§ 5 4 4 - 5 5 1 

§ 5 4 4 - 5 5 9 

(Sect ion I) 
§ 5 4 4 - 5 9 6 

§ 5 4 5 

§ 5 4 5 - 5 4 6 

2 3 , 2 5 , 4 4 , 4 7 , 4 9 , 5 4 , 5 5 , 5 8 , 6 7 , 

7 6 , 1 0 7 , 1 1 0 , 1 1 5 , 1 1 8 , 1 2 5 , 1 6 6 , 

1 6 7 , 1 7 7 , 1 7 8 , 1 8 3 , 2 1 6 , 2 2 4 

4 2 , 4 4 , 5 4 , 6 5 , 6 7 , 1 0 3 

1 0 , 1 1 , 1 2 , 1 4 , 1 9 , 2 0 , 2 4 , 2 7 , 6 5 , 

6 6 , 1 8 4 

3 4 , 5 4 

4 2 , 4 9 , 5 3 , 5 4 , 6 2 , 6 8 , 7 6 , 

2 2 4 - 2 2 5 

20 

5 5 4 6 

; 5 4 6 - 5 4 7 

5 5 4 7 

5 5 4 7 - 5 4 9 

5 5 4 8 

§ 5 4 8 - 5 4 9 

; 5 4 9 

; 5 5 0 

5 5 5 1 

§ 5 5 2 

? 5 5 2 - 5 5 3 

; 5 5 3 

5 5 3 3 - 5 5 5 

) 5 5 4 

5 5 5 4 - 5 5 5 

j 5 5 4 - 5 5 9 

5 5 5 4 - 5 7 0 

>555 

] 5 5 6 

5 5 5 7 

s 5 5 8 

§ 5 5 8 - 5 5 9 

§ 5 5 9 

§ 5 6 0 

§ 5 6 0 - 5 7 0 

(Section I I ) 
§ 5 6 0 - 5 6 2 

§ 5 6 1 

§ 5 6 2 

§ 5 6 3 

§ 5 6 3 - 5 6 4 

§ 5 6 4 

§ 5 6 5 

§ 5 6 5 - 5 6 8 

§ 5 6 6 

4 9 , 5 0 , 5 1 , 5 2 , 5 4 , 6 8 , 7 0 , 7 1 , 2 2 5 

7 0 , 7 2 

2 4 , 2 5 , 3 6 , 4 9 , 6 8 , 6 9 , 7 0 , 7 1 , 7 2 , 

1 0 2 , 1 0 7 , 2 1 6 , 2 2 5 - 2 2 6 

6 8 

1 4 , 1 2 4 , 1 3 3 , 1 5 9 , 1 7 2 , 1 7 3 , 1 7 5 , 

1 7 7 , 1 8 0 , 1 8 4 , 2 0 6 , 2 1 8 , 2 2 1 , 

2 2 6 - 2 2 7 

5 9 , 6 9 , 7 1 , 7 2 , 1 1 1 , 1 1 8 , 1 6 7 , 1 7 1 , 

1 7 2 , 1 7 8 , 1 8 2 , 1 8 3 , 2 1 5 

7 6 , 1 1 2 , 1 2 5 , 2 2 7 - 2 2 8 

2 3 , 2 4 , 6 9 , 1 0 7 , 1 1 1 , 1 1 8 , 2 2 9 

6 9 , 7 3 , 1 1 4 , 1 1 8 , 1 6 6 , 1 6 7 , 1 7 3 , 

1 7 5 , 1 7 7 , 1 7 8 , 1 8 0 , 1 8 3 , 2 1 2 , 2 1 8 , 

2 2 9 - 2 3 0 

4 1 . 4 7 . 4 8 . 4 9 , 5 0 , 5 3 , 5 4 , 5 5 , 5 9 , 

7 3 , 7 4 , 1 0 3 , 1 0 4 , 1 1 9 , 1 2 6 , 1 7 2 , 

1 7 7 , 1 7 8 , 1 8 3 , 2 0 0 , 2 3 0 - 2 3 1 

6 5 , 6 7 , 7 3 , 1 2 6 - 1 2 7 , 1 6 7 

4 1 . 4 7 . 4 9 . 5 0 , 5 3 , 5 4 , 5 5 , 5 9 , 7 3 , 

1 0 4 , 1 2 7 , 1 7 7 , 1 7 8 , 1 8 3 , 2 0 0 , 2 3 1 

5 4 

2 0 , 2 1 , 4 2 , 4 6 , 4 9 , 5 1 , 5 3 , 5 5 , 6 2 , 

7 3 , 7 6 , 1 0 4 , 2 3 1 - 2 3 2 

5 4 , 6 5 , 6 7 , 7 4 , 7 5 

5 4 , 6 7 

4 2 , 4 4 , 5 4 

5 0 , 5 1 , 5 4 , 5 5 , 7 0 , 1 0 4 , 1 1 9 , 1 2 7 , 

1 2 8 , 1 7 2 , 1 7 7 , 1 7 8 , 1 8 0 , 1 8 3 , 

2 3 2 - 2 3 3 

4 9 , 6 4 , 6 5 , 2 3 3 

2 0 , 6 4 , 6 5 , 7 4 , 1 3 2 , 1 8 4 , 1 9 6 , 2 3 3 

2 5 , 4 8 , 4 9 , 5 1 , 5 5 , 7 4 , 7 6 , 1 1 7 , 

1 1 9 , 1 3 1 , 1 3 2 , 1 3 3 , 1 3 5 , 1 4 7 , 1 6 6 , 

1 6 7 , 1 7 9 , 1 8 3 , 1 8 4 , 1 9 5 , 2 1 4 , 

2 3 3 - 2 3 4 

6 5 , 7 4 , 7 5 , 9 2 

4 8 , 4 9 , 5 0 , 5 1 , 5 5 , 7 4 , 7 6 , 1 3 1 , 

2 3 4 - 2 3 5 

2 6 , 7 8 , 7 9 , 8 7 , 1 3 7 , 2 3 5 

1 0 , 1 2 , 1 9 , 2 1 , 2 4 , 2 5 , 2 7 , 6 5 , 6 6 , 

1 8 4 

6 5 , 7 7 , 7 9 

2 6 , 7 7 , 7 9 , 8 0 , 8 2 , 8 8 , 1 3 4 , 2 3 5 

2 4 , 2 6 , 7 8 , 8 0 , 8 4 , 8 8 , 1 3 4 , 1 3 5 , 

1 3 7 , 1 7 9 , 1 8 5 , 1 8 6 , 1 8 7 , 2 3 5 - 2 3 7 

8 8 , 2 3 7 

6 6 , 7 7 , 8 0 , 8 1 , 8 2 

8 2 , 8 4 , 8 8 , 1 0 8 , 1 4 0 , 2 3 7 

2 6 , 8 8 , 1 3 4 , 1 3 8 , 2 3 7 - 2 3 8 

6 6 , 7 7 , 8 1 , 8 2 

8 3 , 8 4 , 1 3 8 , 1 4 0 , 1 4 2 , 1 7 9 , 1 8 5 , 

2 3 8 



262 Indexes 

§567 46,83,84,138,139,140,142, 
179, 185,186,238-239 

§ 568 83,84,138,139,140,142,179, 
185, 186,239 

§569 24,46,85,117,141,142,179, 
180,185,186,187,239-240 

§569-570 66,79,85 
§570 46,47,62,85,134,240 
§571-577 53 
§571-578 41,44,54,62,219 
§571-592 48 
§577 102 
§579 45,51,91,92,240 
§579-582 52,54,55,66 
§579-585 41,96 
§579-591 10,12, 19,20,21,22,24,25, 
(Section III) 26-27,41,47,53, 54,65,66,91, 

184 
§ 579-592 47 
§ 579-596 42,44 
§580 91,92,99,240-241 
§581 22,91,92,241 
§582 51,55,91,216,241 
§583 22,93,94,100,216,242 
§ 583-585 66,144 
§ 583-586 93 
§ 584 22,93,100,242 
§ 584-585 94 
§ 585 93,99,144,172,179, 180, 183, 

204,242 
§586 95,97,242-243 
§ 586-587 86 
§586-591 66,95 
§ 587 95,133,136,146,148,166,167, 

172, 174, 176, 179,181,182,183, 
184,216,243 

§587-591 171 
§588 95,148,151,172,175,179,183, 

206,244 
§589 95,149,172,177,178,179,180, 

183,244-245 
§590 59,95,136,151,173,174,176, 

179,182,183,202,214, 245-246 
§591 14,59,62,95,153,172,178,180, 

183,199,200, 205,214, 246-247 
§591-593 53 
§591-594 46 
§591-596 54 
§592 15,24,45,47,101,136,156,173, 

174,175,180,183,203, 247-248 

§592-594 156,160,171,181,182 
§592-596 12, 19,24,27,54,66,101, 184, 
(Section IV) 247 
§593 157,177,180,183,203,248 
§594 158,180,183,201,202,203, 

248-249 
§ 594-596 54 
§595 24,101,102,161,165,249 
§596 44,45,46,47,58,102,115,136, 

161,171,174,177, 178,180,183, 
194,197,212,249-251 

Akhatriel story 
§597 44,56,58 
Harba' de-Moshe 
§ 598-622 56 
Sarha-Panim Incantation 
§ 623-639 56,57,58 
Harba' de-Moshe 
§ 640-650 56 
Merkavah Rabbah 
§651 46 
§651-653 85 
§651-654 56 
§654 69 
§655 92 
§657 46 
§659 107 
§675 111, 166,216 
§675-676 109,110,177 
§677 96 
§677-678 86 
Seder Rabbah de-Bereshit 
§717 57 
§722 51 
Merkavah Rabbah 
§821 69,118 

Other 
§854 57 

3 Enoch 
§856 16,184 
§873 70, 76 
§874 76 
§929 97 
Shi'ur Qomah 
§977 202 



H e b r e w Terms 263 

Prayers and liturgical compositions 

'Alenu le-Shabbeah 14, 35,118,119, 122-125, 
150,165,191,200 

'Amidah 192,180,192,197 
'Atahyodea'raze 'olam 116,166,175,218 
'El'Adon 163-165,212-213 
'Elbarukhgedol 164 
ge'ulah 197-198 
Minhah, Afternoon prayer, 

Sabbath 127 
Musaf, Additional prayer, 

Festivals 152 
Rosh Ha-Shannah 121,122 
Sabbath 148 

Nishmat kol hai 165 
Pesuqe de-zimra' 174,203 
Qedushah see subject index 
Qedushah de-'Amidah 17,140 
Qedushah de-Sidra' 127,177 
Qedushah de-Yoser 17, 140,163,164 
Shaharit, Morning prayer 

Sabbath 127, 149,163,165,203 
Weekday 164,174,203 

Shema' 197 
Shomer Yisra 'el 197 
Tahanun 197 
Zikhronot 144 

Other texts 

4Q,ShirShabb (Qumran Sabbath Songs) 21,28, 
29,148, 176,222-223 

Ezekiel Targum 

3:12 127,177 
Harba' de-Moshe 42 ,43 ,44 ,56 ,157 
Havdalah de-Rabbi Akibah 42 
Ma 'aseh Bereshit 47 
Massekhet Hekhalot 49 
'Otiot de-Rabbi Akiba 47 

Pirqe Hekhalot 49 
Pirqe Rabbi Nehuniah ben Ha- Qannah 98 
Razo shel Sandalfon 43 ,44 ,58 
Seder Rabbah de-Bereshit 47,49 
Seder Rav Amram Gaon 192 
Sefer ha-Razim 109,150 
Sefer Yesirah 42 ,45 ,47 
Sheva'Zutarti 42 
SiddurRavSa'adia Gaon 192 
Sode Razaya' 7 ,34 ,42 ,53 ,92 ,216-217 

II. Hebrew Terms 

'aliyah 8 (see also "ascent" in subject index) 
•md 82 
br' 173,174 
familia 87 
gevurah 20,149,222 
gibbor 115 
hokhmah 81,116 
kbs 108 
ki 82 
kwn 173, 174 
meshartim 148 (see also index of angels and 

divine names) 
nefesh 138 
'otiot 81,97,134 

p'r 137 
perishot 149,150,206 
qomah 135 
raz 85,95,108,127 
reshut 26, 185-86 
shelish 115, 117 (see also index of angels and 

divine names) 
shevah 23,70,107,125 
sym 173, 174 
yoser bereshit 121 
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Elyon 150 
'Forty-two letter name 44,79,83 
Galgalim (Wheels of the Merkavah) 15, 159 
Giddudim (Troops) 132,136,146, 159,186 
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C h a m b e r s o f h e a v e n 6, 7,67, 108, 180 
Ch ia smus 12 
Circles, d rawing of 137 
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Eleazar ha-Kal l i r 191 
Enoch 214 
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G e h i n n o m 9 7 - 9 9 , 1 4 5 , 1 4 7 - 1 4 8 
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G e r m a n y 54 ,220 
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- , a t t r ibutes of 14,121,151,154,159,211, 

202 
- , creative powers of 12 ,15 ,17 ,120-121, 

124,146,158, 159, 163, 173, 175, 181-182, 
184-185 ,194 ,196 ,198 ,212 

- , Divine Presence of see Shekhinah 
- , n a m e o f 15,96, 108,117,135,147,150, 

152,153,153, 154, 168, 174,177 182, 187, 
213-14 

- , omniscience of 14 
- , sovereignty of 108,115, 120,122,124, 

125,141,149,153,154,157, 159, 174,184, 
203 

- , tefil l inof 23,69,111,118 
- , t r anscendance 15,121,147, 174, 181, 212 
- , uniqueness of 16 
Grea t Assembly, men of 122 
Grea t Seal see H o t a m Gadol 
Greco -Roman religions 18,31 
Greek texts 19 

Ha i G a o n 49 
H a l a k h a h 3 0 - 3 2 
Has ide Ashkenaz 4 2 - 4 3 , 4 9 , 5 3 , 216-217, 

220 
Heavenly court 18,23,24, 28 
Hekha lo t 20,67, 75 ,128 -129 
Hekhalot Rabbati (see also source index) 6, 7, 

8 , 1 2 , 1 4 , 1 6 , 2 0 , 2 2 , 2 3 , 2 7 , 2 9 , 3 2 , 8 4 , 1 3 1 , 
152, 155,176, 193-94 ,207 ,211 ,214-15 , 
217 ,219,221,222 

Hekha lo t l i terature 5 ,30, 3 5 , 3 6 , 4 2 , 4 3 , 70, 
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Hellenism 31,219 
Honi the Circle-Drawer 137 
Hotam Gadol (Great Seal) 46, 57,83,84-85, 

98, 140,187 

Idolatry 124 
Immersion 89,222 
Islam 30 
Islamic period 190 
Israel 108,124 
Italy 50,220 

Joshua 82,108,109,122 

Kingofkings 119,122,185 

Late Antiquity 30,31,37,165,192 
Liturgy (see also prayer, doxologies, and 

source index) 
- Correspondence between earthly and 

angelic 5, 7 ,11,15,16,23,25,28-29, 118, 
146, 182,184,221,223 

- Earthly 15,17-18,121,154,177-178, 
182, 186,204,212,222 

- Heavenly 15, 17, 27,152,158-159,163, 
176-177, 222 

- High Holiday 35, 116, 117, 125,175,197, 
218,221 

- Rabbinic 4,16-17,32, 34, 36,127,193 

Magic 3, 11,18, 19,27,83,98, 137,165,219 
Malkhiyot 122-123 
Master-disciple relationship 22-23,25,66, 

86,214,216 
Memorization see under Prayers 
Merkavot offire 20-21, 75,128 
Messianic hope 178 
Meter 6-7,12,13,115,116,121, 124,142, 

163,191,192,195, 196,200,206,207,211, 
213,217 

Medieval Juda ism 31 ,35 ,42 ,43 ,47-48 ,50 
Merkavah Mysticism 4 ,5 ,6 , 7,22,28,33, 

35,37,184,220 
- in modern study 30—32 
- andHekhalothymnology 193,207 
Midrash 22,50,190-191,197,219 
Military terminology (see also Troops, Cap-

tains) 115 
Mishnah (see also Sources Index) 36, 223 
- Berakhot 35 
- Division of Purities 31-32 
Moses 82,108-110 
Mysterium tremendum 18 

Mysticism (see also Merkavah Mysticism) 
3 ,5 ,28 

- and prayer 1,2—3,5 

New Testament 32 

Oral transmission 212—213 

Palestine 4,5, 11, 16, 190,207,217,218,220, 
221 

Parallelism 9,10,13, 116,121,142,145, 
150-154,158, 163,191,192,194, 196,200, 
202,204,206,207,211 

Paries (see also Gan Eden, Paradise) 81 
Paths 20,70,71 
Persian period 119 
Piyyut, Synagogue poetry 12-13,121,163, 

190,191,211,217 
Pleroma 31 
Praxis 25,26, 27,84,85,89,94, 110, 136, 

215,221 
Prayer 
- and relationship with God 4 
- as instrument of ascent 5,11, 22-25,29, 

1 1 1 

- as praise 12, 17,25,100, 115, 120,121, 
124, 125,128,139-140,142,145-147, 154, 
155, 159-160,163, 167,175-176,182, 184, 
185,212 

- as protection 5 ,11 ,19 ,23-27 ,67 ,69 ,85 , 
90,96,99, 100 

- confessional 13,14,115-117,125,159, 
166,218,221 

- formercy 23-24,69,72,111,112,117, 
118, 125,133,159,167,171,172,173, 175, 
184,206,221 

- for wisdom 24,86,109-110,142, 
186-188,216 

- , function of 1 - 3 , 5 , 7 ,9 ,11,12, 23, 25 
- in morning (see also Prayers Index) 94, 

109, 111, 117 
- in mystical texts 2—3 
- , memorization of 25, 36,69,109,111,117 
- numinous 6 ,11 ,14 ,27 ,29 ,125,155,193, 

222 
- of petition 12, 18,26,86, 110, 128, 

131-133, 142,185-187, 192 
- of thanksgiving 23-24,118 
- performative 2,24 
- , repetition of 2 ,14,181,214,221 
- , rhetoric of 4 ,24 -26 ,182 , -84 ,188-89 
- , study of 1 -4 
Priests 28,223 
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Prince of the Torah see Sar ha-Torah 
Psalms 203,211 
Pseudepigraphy 216,218-219 
Purity 20,25,28,107, 118, 125, 131, 137, 

187,214,222 

Qedushak(see also index of prayers) 8, 16, 17, 
73, 127-130, 131,140,142, 144, 145,148, 
152,159, 163, 177,178,181, 192,211,218 

Q u m r a n 13,21 ,28 ,32 ,136,176 
Sabbath Songs 21,28, 29, 148,176, 222-223 

R. Ishmael, priestly descent of 96 
Rabb in i c juda i sm 4 - 5 , 28-29 ,30 ,31 , 32, 

25,184, 191, 194,216,218, 223 
Rav 116,122,220 
Razim, Secrets 26-27, 110,125,222 
Reshut, Permission 15, 26,140,185, 186, 188 
Riddles 121,191 
Rivers offire 11 ,20 ,23 ,67 ,72 
Roman Empire 218 
Rosh Ha-Shannah 118,121, 122,124,125 

Sacrifice 29,223 
Sar ha-Panim, Angel of the Presence 
- Incantat ion 46 ,57 ,66 
Sar ha-Torah, Prince of the Torah 
- Praxis 24 -25 ,41 ,44 ,62 ,65 ,77 ,80 ,81 , 

86 ,89 ,96 ,98 ,103,104, 185,188, 214-217, 
220 

Seals 23, 26, 27, 77, 78 ,84 ,85 ,93 ,96 ,100, 
134-137,140,142,167, 186,187,218 

- Seven seals 138,142,187 
Secrets see Razim 
Shekhinah, Divine Presence 13,14,22,28,29, 

71 ,79 ,85 ,86 ,97 ,99 ,101 ,102 , 156,177,223 
Sheol 97 
Shi'urQomah (see also source index) 57,98, 

108,115 
Shofarot 122-124 

S o n g o f t h e K i n e 194,217 
Synagogue poetry see Piyyut 
Synonyms 6,9, 10,14,199,121 
Syntax 195 

Ta lmud 
- Babylonian (see also Source Index) 32, 

219,220,223 
- Palestinian (see also Source Index) 217, 

219,223 
Talmudic period 13,35,83,121, 190,220 
Tanna im and Amoraim 30,213,217,218 
Tannai t ic period 32,191,213,218 
Temple 18 ,28-29 ,223 
Te t ragrammaton 19, 123, 152-153,159 
Theurgic names see Divine names 
Theurgy 5 ,8 ,11 ,14 , 18 -19 ,27 ,29 ,213-14 , 

219,222 
Throne of Glory 20, 102,103,108,112,115, 

126,156, 159,160, 177, 182, 193-194,199, 
200 

Torah 
- acquisition of 19 
- study of 3 ,29 ,65 ,110 ,223 
Trance 6 ,7 ,8 ,12 ,17 ,18 ,207 
Twelve utterances 86,134 

Wisdom 
- , acquisition of 28,81,110, 141-142 
- , angels of see under Angels 
—, chambers of 26,136 
esoteric 108 
- , prayer for see under Prayer 
- s e c r e t s of 26,108 
World to come 107,111,216 

Yom Kippur 115,116,118 
Yose ben Yose 191 

Zikhronot 122-124 



Texte und Studien zum Antiken Judentum 
A l p h a b e t i c a l I n d e x 

Becker, Hans Jürgen: see Schäfer, Peter 
Chester, Andrew: Divine Revelation and Divine Titles in the Pentateuchal Targumim. 1986. 

Volume 14. 
Cohen, Mar t in Samuel: The Shi t :ur Qomah: Texts and Recencions. 1985. Volume 9. 
Gleßmer, Uwe: Einleitung in die Targume zum Pentateuch. 1992. 
Grözinger, Karl: Musik und Gesang in der Theologie der frühen jüdischen Literatur. 1982. 

Volume 3. 
Halperin, David J . : The Faces of the Chariot . 1988. Volume 16. 
Herrmann , Klaus: see Schäfer, Peter 
Instone Brewer, David: Techniques and Assumptions in Jewish Exegesis before 70 CE. 1992. 

Volume 30. 
Kasher, Aryeh: The Jews in Hellenistic and Roman Egypt. 1985. Volume 7. - J e w s , Idumaeans, 

and Ancient Arabs. 1988. Fo/«me/<?.-JewsandHellenisticCitiesinEretz-Israel. 1990. Volume21. 
Kuhn , Peter: Offenbarungsst immen im Antiken Juden tum. 1989. Volume 20. 
Luttikhuizen, Gerard P.: The Revelation of Elchasai. 1985. Volume 8. 
Mendels, Doron: The Land of Israel as a Political Concept in Hasmonean Literature. 1987. 

Volume 15. 
Mutius, Hans Georg von: see Schäfer, Peter 
Ot terbach, Rina: see Schäfer, Peter 
Prigent, Pierre: L e j u d a i s m e et l ' image. 1990. Volume 24. 
Reeg, Gottfried (Hrsg): Die Geschichte von den Zehn Märtyrern. 1985. Volume 10. 
Renner, Lucie: see Schäfer, Peter 
Rohrbacher-Sticker, Claudia: see Schäfer, Peter 
Samely, Alexander: The Interpretat ion ofSpeech in the Pentateuch Targums. 1991. Volume 27. 
Schäfer, Peter: Der Bar-Kokhba-Aufstand. 1981. Volume 1. - Hekhalot-Studien. 1988. Volume 19. 
Schäfer, Peter (Hrsg): Geniza-Fragmente zur Hekhalot-Literatur. 1984. Volume 6. 
Schäfer, Peter, Reeg, Gottfried, Her rmann , Klaus, Rohrbacher-Sticker, Claudia, Weyer, Guido 

(Hrsg): Konkordanz zur Hekhalot-Literatur. Volume 1. 1986. Volume 12. 
Schäfer, Peter, Ot terbach, Rina, Reeg, Gottfried, Her rmann , Klaus, Rohrbacher-Sticker, 

Claudia, Weyer, Guido (Hrsg): Konkordanz zur Hekhalot-Literatur. Volume 2. 1988. Volume 
13. 

Schäfer, Peter, Schlüter, Margarete , Mutius, Hans Georg von (Hrsg): Synopse zur Hekhalot-
Literatur. 1981. Volume 2. 

Schäfer, Peter, Becker, Hans-Jürgen, Her rmann , Klaus, Rohrbacher-Sticker, Claudia, Siebers, 
Stefan (Hrsg): Übersetzung der Hekhalot-Literatur. Volume 2: §§ 81-334. 1987. Volume 17. 

Schäfer, Peter, Becker, Hans-Jürgen, Her rmann , Klaus, Renner, Lucie, Rohrbacher-Sticker, 
Claudia, Siebers, Stefan (Hrsg): Übersetzung der Hekhalot-Literatur . Volume 3: §§ 335-597. 
1989. Volume 22. 

Schäfer, Peter, Becker, Hans-Jürgen, Herrmann, Klaus, Rohrbacher-Sticker, Claudia, Siebers, 
Stefan (Hrsg): Übersetzung der Hekhalot-Literatur. Volume 4: §§ 598-985. 1991. Volume29. 

Schlüter, Margarete: see Schäfer, Peter 
Schmidt, Francis: Le Testament Grec d 'Abraham. 1986. Volume 11. 
Schwartz, Daniel R.: Agrippa I. 1990. Volume 23 
Shatzman, Israel: The Armies of the Hasmonaeans and Herod. 1991. Volume 25. 
Siebers, Stefan: see Schäfer, Peter 
Swartz, Michael D.: Mystical Prayer in Ancient Juda ism. 1992. Volume 28. 
van Loopik, Marcus (Übers, u. komm.): T h e Ways of the Sages and the Way of the World. 1991. 

Volume 26. 
Wewers, Gerd A.: Probleme der Bavot-Traktate. 1984. Volume 5. 
Weyer, Guido: see Schäfer, Peter 

For a complete catalogue please write to 
J. C.B. Möhr (Paul Siebeck) • P.O.Box 2040 • D-7400 Tubingen 




	Cover
	Titel 
	Preface
	Introduction
	Indexes
	Sources
	Hebrew Terms
	Authors
	Angels and Devine Names
	Subjects




