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Preface 

Despite my very early interest in physics and mathematics, it was not until my 
undergraduate studies in theology that I began to understand the vital role 
one's 'frame of reference' plays also for literary and historical studies. During 
six years of teaching New Testament and Greek at a Russian seminary, I came 
to see more clearly the limitations of my own culturally conditioned reading of 
the Bible. From there, I left to begin doctoral studies at Cambridge where I 
gradually became fascinated with ritually-based notions of purity. Though 
quite foreign to my conventional way of thinking, I was surprised at the 
frequency with which the Gospel writers employ these categories, particularly 
in connection with spirits and demons. Thus began the investigation which 
eventuated in the present study, submitted to the Faculty of Divinity at the 
University of Cambridge in 2003 as a Ph.D. dissertation. Apart from minor 
updating and its reformatting to conform to the preferred style for publication, 
the work is unchanged. 

Along the way, I have received much encouragement and support from a 
variety of people who deserve recognition for their valuable and very tangible 
contribution. First, I would like to thank Prof. Dr. Jörg Frey who read the 
manuscript immediately upon receiving it and recommended it the next day 
for publication in the WUNT II series. I am appreciative also of the rapidity 
with which Dr. Henning Ziebritzki and his colleagues at Mohr Siebeck 
arranged for its publication, despite the delay in receiving the finished form of 
the book. 

Those who have supervised my research, officially and unofficially, have 
helped me to see much that otherwise I would have overlooked. Foremost 
among these is Dr. Markus Bockmuehl, who guided my research throughout 
this time. I am indebted to his wise and ever-gracious suggestions. He has 
been a very important mentor for me, on a personal as well as on an academic 
level, and I treasure his continued friendship. While in Tübingen, Prof. Dr. 
Hermann Lichtenberger and others of the Evangelisch-Theologische Fakultät 
provided me with a supportive environment for study, the opportunity to 
present the kernel of what became chapter two of this work, and helpful 
feedback concerning it. Deserving special mention is Prof. Dr. Rainer 
Riesner, who truly became a Doktorvater to me, opening up his study and his 
home while I was so far away from my own home and family. Particularly 
helpful in shaping the final form of my dissertation were the assessments of 
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my examiners, Dr. Peter Head and Dr. Larry Hurtado. The final product is 
better for the help of all of these individuals; its remaining deficiencies are 
solely my responsibility. 

I am grateful for the travel awards which I received from St Edmund's 
College and the Faculty of Divinity, enabling me to study in Germany for six 
months, as well as other financial help, especially from Andrews University. 
Dr. Bruce Winter, Warden of Tyndale House, opened the door for me to live 
and work at a library famous for its collegial atmosphere and ideal facilities 
for biblical studies. It was an unforgettable pleasure and privilege. 

I also received invaluable encouragement and support from many relatives 
and friends. Notable among these are Dr. Tom Shepherd and Mrs. Peggy 
Wahlen of Union College who read some of my work and encouraged me to 
persevere at a particularly difficult point and Mrs. Ivy Ambat who, despite 
being just days away from giving birth to a third child, transformed my mass 
of cards for the indexes into a more manageable electronic form. 

Finally, I am grateful to God from whom these opportunities have come 
and without whom I would have faltered many times. To my wife Gina and to 
my children, Daniel and Heather, who have experienced along with me this 
unique time and who have brightened the path in many ways, I affectionately 
dedicate this book. 

Silang, Cavite, Philippines 
June 11,2004 Clinton Wahlen 
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Chapter 1 

Introduction 

One of the more puzzling features of early Christian attitudes toward purity is 
the Gospels' frequent reference to spirits as impure.1 The absence of similar 
language in Graeco-Roman literature up through the second century C.E. is 
striking.2 How might early Christian readers of the Gospels have understood 
the unusual reference to TTVEuyaxa dcKciQapTa? A study of the Synoptic 
usage provides clues as to how the Gospel writers understood the activity of 
demons in Israel and, more specifically, how they understood Jesus' and their 
own relation to Israel. The particular contribution made by this study will be 
to describe how each Gospel's distinctive portrayal of 'unclean spirits' fits 
within its overall perspective on purity. A by-product of this inquiry will be 
the shedding of light on some early attempts at 'Christian' self-definition in 
relation to ethnic Israel. 

1.1 Unclean Spirits: The Status Quaestionis 

Remarkably few scholars have seen anything of significance in the description 
of spirits as 'unclean'.3 Connections are occasionally made with Christology4 

1 Their mention of 'unclean spirits' (TrvEu^aTtx ccKaSapTa) accounts for 18 of 22 NT 
occurrences. 

2 A search using the TLG indicates that the earliest extant reference to unclean spirits in 
pagan literature comes from a third century quotation of Mark 5.8 by Porphyry (Christ. 49.5). 
Cf. Kleinknecht's observation that rrVEÛpa ayiov is absent from what he calls 'secular Greek' 
(1968, 6:338). 

3 E.g., Twelftree deals with all four Gospels (1999; cf. 1985, 96-131) but says little about 
the issue on which our study is focused. Str-B 4:503, based on usage in T. Benj. 5.2 and Jub. 
10.1, 3, regard 'unclean spirits' or 'unclean demons' as identical to 'evil spirits': 'Man nannte 
sie aber "unreine" Geister, weil sie als böse Geister nicht von Gott ausgehende, also nicht 
heilige oder reine Geister waren'. Similarly, Böcher 1972a, 16-17; Flis 1990, 89-91; Reiling 
1999, 882. Reflecting the same widespread view, the NIV consistently translates the 
designation as 'evil spirit ' , indicating only in the notes the literal translation. Cf. 
Kirchschläger 1992, col. 38: 'On ne peut affirmer qu'il y ait une difference de sens entre 
daimonion et les combinaisons varies de mots avec pneuma (à tout le moins dans les 
Evangiles); l'emploi des termes chez les Synoptiques n'est pas systématique'. Its prevalence 
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but such a conclusion depends almost exclusively on Mark's Gospel.5 It will 
be useful, in fact, to take into account how the expression has been interpreted 
in commentaries on Mark in order to illustrate the principal options which 
have been seriously entertained over the years in relation to our topic. Then 
we will turn to the relatively few investigations which discuss unclean spirits 
in some detail. 

1.1.1 Commentaries on Mark 1.21-28 

The first reference to an unclean spirit in Mark occurs in the story of the 
Capernaum demoniac (1.21-28) and it is here that the commentaries' principal 
discussion of the expression is generally found. A survey of commentaries 
over the past hundred years or so reveals that remarkably little attention has 
been given to its explication. Among those who do give it consideration, 
many see it as just another name for demon. Others take the reference to 
impurity more seriously. Among the latter, some only vaguely associate the 
term with impurity. A few, however, relate it more specifically to the 
transmission of defilement. 

Unclean Spirit' As Synonymous with 'Demon'. Many consider the expression 
TTveupa axcxQapTov as equivalent to demon6 or evil spirit,7 which seems 
plausible in view of the fact that the expression sometimes appears to be used 
interchangeably with Saiyoviov (Mark 3.15; 6.7, 13; 7.25-26; Luke 8.27, 29; 
9.42; Rev. 16.13-14).8 By contrast, Luke seems to have understood 'unclean' 
in moral terms (i.e., as equivalent to 'evil') which helps to explain why we 
find ttveGhcx novripov only in Luke-Acts (see p. 87, n. 94 and appendix 1). 
Undoubtedly, the meaning of all three expressions overlap to some extent. 

throughout the Synoptic Gospels and at various stages in the transmission of the tradition 
suggest that the unusual designation may reflect an important and coherent conception which 
is not suggested by the more generic term Scupoviov (pace Dunn and Twelftree 1980, 222). 

4 Berger 1984, 12:178: demons are unclean spirits over which Jesus' pure spirit can rule; 
similarly, Page 1995, 178; Davies 1995, 95-96. 

5 Indeed, Christology is one of two important elements in the Markan presentation of the 
subject, as we shall see in chapter three. Our study gives due weight to its usage in Mark, 
which represents more than half of the Synoptic references to trveupa aKoiSapxov. Whether 
the phrase arises from Markan redaction (so Pimentel 1987) is given detailed consideration in 
§3.2. 

6 Gould 1896, 29; Branscomb 1937, 31; Haenchen 1968, 87; Gnilka 1978, 1:80; Hooker 
1991, 63-64; Muller 1995, 29 n. 9; Reiling 1999, 882; France 2002, 103. Eitrem calls them 
'mostly identical' but never explains in what sense they differ (1966, 2, n. 3). 

7 Hoffmann 1904, 57; Rice 1917, 38; cf. Pesch 1976, 1:121. 
8 Previous studies of the subject seem to have been hampered by an imprecise use of the 

relevant terminology, even in scholarly translations of ancient texts where occasionally 
'demon' , 'evil spirit' and 'unclean spirit' are utilised interchangeably irrespective of the 
underlying Greek and Semitic language expressions. 
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The critical issue for this study will be to discover whether or not the Synoptic 
writers deliberately associate spirits with impurity in order to convey 
something that 'demon' and 'evil spirit' do not. In short, is the difference 
merely stylistic as Schweizer would have us believe (1976a, col. 692) or is it 
more significant? One reason for this investigation is to provide an adequate 
answer to this question. 

Spirits Associated with Impurity. Some commentators refuse to adopt the 
stylistic explanation, preferring to understand the expression more in keeping 
with the Jewish religious context suggested by the term 'unclean'. Lowrie, for 
example, calls it an 'unholy spirit', asserting that possession by such can be 
avoided by practicing 'an elementary hygiene of the soul'.9 Hurtado interprets 
'unclean' to mean that the spirit is 'associated with evil and with things 
regarded as impure from a religious perspective' (1989, 33). Others go further 
in speaking of the demon possession as 'defiling' (Clarke 1881, 25) or 
'polluting' (Broadus 1905, 16,-17). Unfortunately, these explanations proceed 
no further. The nature of the impurity and the object of defilement is left 
unclear. Admittedly, the passages containing TTVEupa a x d S a p T o v often 
appear to be ambiguous. But usually, as this study shows, the passages 
themselves or the way they are arranged within the narrative provide clues as 
to the expression's significance. 

Spirits As a Means of Transmitting Impurity. Others are more specific in their 
attempts to clarify the nature of the impurity. Klostermann (1936, 14), for 
example, asserts that the adjective 'unclean' tells us not so much about the 
spirit as about its victim. He notes the expression's similarity to the 'deaf and 
dumb spirit' [TO aXaXov KOU KCO(})OV TTveG|JA] of Mark 9.25 where it clearly 
refers to the consequences of the spirit possession.10 In a similar vein, several 
commentators consider that the demon may convey some form of impurity to 
its victim. Johnson, for example, states that 'the evil spirits are probably 
unclean by nature and may render their victims unclean' (1960, 48; cf. Hauck 
1965a, 428). Taylor considers the reference to spirits as 'unclean' to be a 
religious judgement by Mark: 'In his view possession exposes men to a 
pollution which unfits them for worship and fellowship with God'." Long 
before, Swete had taken a comparable position. Noting the usage of 
aKaBapxos' and c x K a G a p a i a in Leviticus for 'the ceremonial pollution which 

9 Lowrie 1929, 79; similarly, Morison 1892, 23. 
10 In this passage, however, as Lagrange notes, it is the spirit who seems to be speaking 

(1920, 21): 'Me n' eût pas marqué aussi énergiquement que l'homme était au pouvoir de 1' 
esprit. Aussi anthropon pu se demander ... si ce n' est pas 1' esprit qui a crié, avsKpccÇev, et 
d 'une façon sauvage'. 

11 Taylor 1966, 173-74; similarly, Nineham (1968, 78-79); also Twelftree (1993, 144), 
who places it within the context of the historical Jesus. 
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banishes from the Divine presence', he considers that the reference to an 
'unclean spirit' emphasises the demon-possessed person's resulting state of 
'estrangement from God' (1909, 19; cf. Allen 1915, 205). Several recent 
commentators reach similar conclusions.'2 

We will of necessity give detailed consideration to Mark 1.21-28 along 
with how the other Markan references to unclean spirits have been understood 
in chapter three. 

1.1.2 A Sampling of Research Touching on the Impurity of Spirits 

Turning to more narrowly-defined investigations reveals the unfortunate fact 
that extensive discussions of our topic are difficult to find. Nevertheless, 
some studies do address one or more of the questions we have posed even if 
their principal concern lies elsewhere. As with the commentaries, we here 
present a sampling from a variety of approaches in order to show the range of 
opinions which have occasionally been expressed on our topic. 

Demons as a Source of Disease and Defilement. Otto Bocher has written 
extensively on the demonology of the ancient world, despite receiving only 
scant attention in the English-speaking world. He concludes from his research 
that belief in demons is grounded in primitive notions of sexuality and that 
defilement results from contact with the demonic, particularly in the sexual 
realm.13 Bocher views many of the Jewish ritual laws, including circumcision, 
as originally apotropaic in nature, contrasting the purity of God's sphere with 
the impurity of the demonic (1970, 117-18; 1990, 271). Jews, he says, see the 
Gentiles as unclean because their gods are demons. Other threats to Israel and 
to its religion are categorised similarly (1970, 137-52). Further, according to 
Bocher, because the ancients also believed that demons were the cause of 
disease, healing necessarily involves exorcism (1970, 152-56). These ideas 
are fundamental to his treatment of the Jesus tradition (1972a) and of the NT 
more generally (1972b; 1981; 1990). 

One can only admire the wealth of diverse material which Bocher marshals 
for his synthesis, which rests on the assumption of a widespread uniformity of 
belief with respect to demons in the ancient world. Unfortunately for his case, 
there is almost no explicit biblical evidence in its support.14 There is a broad 
and longstanding consensus that the monotheistic outlook of the HB is not 

12 Mann (following Turner) declares that the possession leaves people 'at the mercy of a 
nonritual uncleanness which makes them unfit for communion with God' (1986, 212). 
Marcus speaks of 'fusion' of the possessed man's identity with that of the demon, going on to 
observe that 'since normal human beings keep their distance from uncleanness or dirt, this 
picture of "a man in an unclean spirit," enclosed by that which contaminates him, is 
horrifying' (Marcus 2000, 192). 

13 Bocher 1970, 27, 33-39; cf. 120-36; cf. already Thompson 1908, 130-41. 
14 See Yamauchi 1986, 92-93 for a similar critique. 
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amenable to a demonological interpretation:15 'Der in der alttestamentlichen 
Literatur durchgängig vertretene Alleinigkeitsanspruch Jahwes hat die 
Ausbildung einer ausgeprägten Dämonologie verhindert'.16 Dualistic ideas 
came later and only gradually,17 as our study also helps to confirm. It is a 
surprising fact that reference in the NT epistles to 5ai|Jovia is limited to just 
four verses (1 Cor. 10.20-21; 1 Tim. 4.1; Jas. 2.19). The distinct impression 
from this is that although many problems confronted the earliest Christian 
congregations, a fear of demons or oppression by them was not one of them. 
In the Synoptic tradition the terminology is far from standardised. But among 
the other NT writers the situation only becomes more complicated and 
uncertain (see appendix 1). Böcher's appeal to an ancient demonological 
aetiology of disease likewise appears to be an overgeneralisation. As we shall 
see, Mark in particular distinguishes disease from demon possession, evident 
not only from the distinct terminology used to describe the maladies but also 
from the differing remedies Jesus is said to have employed (see p. 88). 

More recent contributions attempt to understand Jesus' activities within its 
Palestinian Jewish context. One of these examines Jesus' relation to purity 
halakhah (Kazen 2002). Like Böcher, Kazen believes that the demonological 
concepts of the ancient world 'permeated' Jewish culture also. Citing 
Milgrom and Levine, Kazen sees vestiges of exorcisory practices preserved in 
the rites involving the scapegoat and the red cow, in the bird rite for lepers, 
and even in the hattä't sacrifice (2002, 301, 307-10). This is only one 
possible explanation for the origins of these rituals which are dissimilar from 
each other and which seem to be prescribed to accomplish vastly different 

15 So-called 'vestiges' of a popular belief in demons may be nothing more than façons de 
parler (Gaster 1962, 819). Hillers describes the role of demons in the OT as 'practically nil' 
(1971, col. 1522). Page calls the OT 'remarkably free' of the fear and fascination toward the 
demonic which were prevalent in surrounding cultures (1995, 82. Similarly, Ringgren 1958, 
col. 1301; Kuemmerlin-McLean 1992, 140). Even Langton, who thinks that belief in demons 
was widespread in ancient Israel, describes the demonology of the Old Testament as 'slight' 
compared with that of the surrounding peoples (1949, 10, 58). Theologies of the OT render a 
similar verdict (e.g., Eichrodt 1967, 2:226-27; Preuss 1995, 1:258-59). The entry for 
'demons' in the Dictionary of Judaism in the Biblical Period leaves the OT out completely, 
beginning the discussion with 1 Enoch (Neusner and Green 1996, 1:162); cf. Hamilton 1980, 
906. 

16 Wanke 1981, 275; cf. Maier 1976, col. 580. 
17 In Jewish literature from ca. 200 BCE to 200 CE a wide variety of names and terminology 

are used for demons and varied aetiologies for their existence appear, suggesting no unified 
system of belief. There is, however, widespread agreement on the gradual increase in Jewish 
demonological reflection in the STP. See Langton 1949; Gaster 1962; Haag 1974, 141-80; 
Maier 1976; Wanke 1981; Page 1995, 43-86. More specifically with regard to later Jewish 
literature of the STP, see Haag 1974, 218-46; Alexander 1999; Mach 2000. By contrast, 
Milgrom thinks that monotheism gradually displaced a prevailing popular belief in demons 
(1991, 1:43-44). 
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objects.18 Ultimately, Kazen's conclusion rests on the unproven assumption 
that certain kinds of impurity necessarily involve the demonic realm. Still less 
satisfactory is his cursory treatment of Mark's references to impure spirits 
(Kazen 2002, esp. 332-39). To take one example, Kazen fails to find any hint 
of gentile impurity involved in the exorcism of the Syro-Phoenician woman's 
daughter 'since the possessing spirit is called "demon" rather than "impure 
spirit'" The reference to TTVEupa a x a Q a p T o v in 7 . 2 5 is apparently discounted 
as from the tradition, despite Kazen's own acknowledgement of the deliberate 
Markan juxtaposition of this exorcism story with the discussion of clean and 
unclean (7.1-23) and its 'relevance ... for the gentile question'.19 Overall, 
Kazen seems to regard the references to impure spirits as vestiges of tradition 
with little relevance for the Markan community. Our discussion in chapter 
three exposes this conclusion as rather too sweeping. 

Demonic Spirit Possession as a Source of False Prophecy. Another study, 
focusing more particularly on the miracle traditions in light of their Jewish 
background (Eve 1999), considers 'spirit-possession' to be the appropriate 
paradigm for understanding the exorcisms. Jesus would be classed either as a 
true or a false prophet, depending on whether his activity was inspired by the 
spirit of YHWH or an evil spirit (1999, 314-15, 326-27). The reference to 
'unclean spirits' in the Gospel traditions are understood in terms of Zech. 13.2 
and the evil spirit which took possession of Saul and which 'inspired' his 
(misguided) prophesying (1999, 311). However, this reductionistic 
interpretation of the exorcisms fails to address the central place accorded them 
by the Synoptic writers. Besides, the demons of the Synoptic Gospels, when 
they do speak, cannot be classed as sources of false prophecy because, from 
the perspective of the Evangelists, what they say is true despite its 
unhelpfulness at times. To be fair, Eve's slender discussion is subsidiary to 
his main purpose of illuminating the nature of Jesus' miracles, which no doubt 
accounts for his failure to substantiate this particular point.20 

18 E.g., despite some similarities, the hatta't sacrifice and the scapegoat ritual contrast 
sharply with each other. Jenson considers that the first deals more with purification while the 
second (which is also called a hattat) deals primarily with sins (1992, 208). Time and spatial 
differences also separate the two rituals: the hattat sacrifice is performed daily and the ritual 
progresses from outside into the tabernacle; the scapegoat ritual is done only once a year and 
sends the goat away from the camp. 

19 Kazen 2002, 334, 333. Further, see the discussion on this pericope in §3.2.2.3. 
20 As our study will show, the larger context of the verse in Zechariah connects the 

removal of the 'unclean spirit' not with a cancelling of prophecy (as Eve proposes and which, 
if true, would seem to undermine his basic contention about Jesus' aims) but with the 
eschatological purification of Israel mentioned in the previous verse (see §2.1.2). 
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The Demonisation of Impurity. We conclude our survey with a consideration 
of the work of two researchers who find a principally sociological significance 
to the exorcisms. Todd Klutz, in an essay which examines the Christological 
significance of the exorcisms, finds a 'demonization of impurity' in Israel 
comparable to Qumran's attitude toward leprosy.21 He argues that people with 
skin diseases and uro-genital disorders became caught up in a vicious cycle of 
deviance-labelling that made them into 'demoniacs'. On the one hand, this 
proposal is attractive because it integrates Jewish demonology into the larger 
system of ritual purity. Unfortunately, the fragments from Qumran can by 
themselves hardly bear the weight of this hypothesis. Another drawback is 
that Klutz's suggestion fits certain cases but not others. On his reading, it is 
unclear, for example, why the spirit dominating the 'epileptic' boy is called 
unclean (Mark 9.25). There is no question that people with these physical 
disorders were ostracised to some extent. Whether this led to their being 
demonised by their fellow Jews is another matter. 

Reaching similar conclusions to that of Klutz is Eric Sorensen in his study 
of possession and exorcism in the NT and early Christianity (2002).22 The 
Synoptic writers are said to depict demon possession in terms of separation from 
one's community: in Mark 5, the demoniac withdraws to Gerasa; Jesus is 
excluded from Jewish circles as a 'Samaritan' (John 8.48); Judas parts 
company with the disciples (John 13.26-31) and Ananias and Sapphira 
separate from the early church. Sorensen labels the Synoptic exorcisms 
'broadly soteriological' in the sense that physiological wellness enables social 
reintegration and a return to a state of purity (2001, 156-57). Early 
Christianity moved the soteriological process a step further by interpreting 
spirit possession in terms of the Pauline notion of an ethical conflict between 
sin and the Holy Spirit within the believer. Just as through exorcism a person 
is restored to a 'pure though profane condition' so through the 'invocation of 
the divine Spirit' one is elevated 'from a profane condition to sanctification' 
(2001, 202). Sorensen's attempted synthesis of the NT evidence to help 
explain the appeal of Christianity within Graeco-Roman society is both useful 
and commendable. Unfortunately, his analysis of the NT itself is often 
gratuitous, seemingly driven more by his larger thesis than by the textual data 
upon which it is erected. For example, he notes various physical symptoms 
which give rise to a demonological interpretation of a person's illness 
(deafness, dumbness, bent double, and emotional or mental disturbances) but 
fails to articulate a basis for this and indeed to account for why not all such 

21 Klutz 1999, 161-62, citing Avalos, who thinks that the sect viewed illnesses as demon-
induced, owing to their eschatology and the practical considerations of living in a harsh desert 
environment (1995, 375-76); cf. 4Q266 6 1.5-13 (the reference given by Klutz is incorrect). 

22 The title is somewhat misleading as more than half of the work deals with possession 
and exorcism in the ancient Near East, in Israel up through the STP, and in the Graeco-Roman 
world. 



8 1. Introduction 

cases are treated as demon possession requiring exorcism (Sorensen 2001, 
153-54). A more careful study of the Synoptic presentation of the subject is 
needed. Nevertheless, both Klutz's and Sorensen's connection of 'unclean 
spirits' with Jewish ideas of purity is a potentially important insight which 
deserves more attention. 

1.2 The Need for the Present Study 

Our survey of literature has provided little in the way of a 'consensus' and 
leaves us with a number of unanswered questions. 

1. Are TTVEuya axaSapxov and Saiyoviov essentially synonymous or do 
the references to spirits as 'impure' tell us something more substantial about 
early Christian views toward purity? This study provides evidence for the 
latter. 

2. We found that some commentators connect unclean spirits with some 
form of religious impurity but seem reluctant to specify the nature of that 
impurity. Should we look to Jewish halakhah for an understanding of the 
impurity associated with spirits?23 Or is it more likely that the Synoptic usage 
can be better understood within the broader Christian context of purity, which 
stresses the importance of an individual's inner motivations and conscience?24 

Another possibility is that, by the time the Gospels were written, the expression 
no longer held much significance for Christians, reflecting the concerns of 
an earlier time.25 Which of these possibilities is the more likely is not 
immediately obvious. Therefore, a second task will be to identify which 
explanatory context is most helpful toward an understanding of the Synoptic 
references to the impurity of spirits. We will accomplish this task in two 
stages: (1) A study of purity and impurity in early Jewish and Christian 
literature to elucidate the range of possible meanings for the gospel 
terminology; (2) An examination of each Gospel's perspective with respect to 
purity. The first stage we will take up presently, reserving the second for the 
appropriate point in our study of each Gospel. 

23 It is insufficient, as some have done (e.g., Taylor 1966, 173-74), to deny a relationship 
between the two without offering evidence to support the assertion. 

24 Further, see §1.3.3. 
25 E.g., Chilton finds the expression helpful in understanding the concentration of Jesus' 

activity among the small Jewish villages of Galilee: 'to that which is outside Jesus' Israel, to 
the world of unclean spirits, of swine and cemeteries, of that all the legion represent, Jesus' 
purity is a threatening practice' (1999, 236; see also Chilton 2000, 91-92; cf. Chilton 1994a, 
34). Not without some justification, Evans goes so far as to assert that all of Jesus' activities 
(healing, eating, fraternisation) are set within a context of purity concerns (1998, 375; cf. 
Chilton and Evans 1998). However, it should be observed that any significance the 
expression might have had for the historical Jesus or in the Jesus tradition does not preclude 
the possibility of its having significance (whether similar or different) also for the evangelists. 
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3. Is it possible that reference to the 'impurity' of the spirit has more to do 
with the impure condition of the victim brought about by the spirit (as the 
similar construction in Mark 9.25 might suggest)? Related to this question are 
the physical symptoms associated with the possession. Are they conceived of 
as being caused by the spirit (or demon)? One strand of research on this 
question tends to interpret the symptoms of disease in the light of modern 
medicine. But the association of a physical condition with certain symptoms 
does not necessarily imply a cause-effect relationship. Perhaps we have 
overemphasised the physical symptoms and overlooked other aspects which 
may have been just as important to first-century observers. A more important 
question may be the demon-possessed individual's relation to worship within 
the community of faith. 

4. A related issue, to which Page gives some attention (1995, 138), 
pertains to the meaning of the apparently Semitic expression, avSpcoTro? ev 
TTVBUPCTTI C(Ka0apTCO. (Mark 1.23; 5.2). This is almost universally 
understood to mean 'possession' in the sense of being totally under a demon's 
control. In view of the fact that other formulations also appear (e.g., E'XCOV + 
TTVEU|ja or S a i y o v i o v ) , 2 6 could it be that 'spirit possession' is not always per-
ceived in exactly the same way? Are such variations simply inconsequential 
stylistic or linguistic differences or might they indicate varying views with 
regard to impure spirits and the effects they exert on their victims? Another 
important task, then, is to identify each Gospel's terminological preferences in 
this area and to discover whether the variations from one writer to the next 
suggest any significant differences in how impure spirits are understood. 

5. One final point which deserves reemphasis is that a study of the 
Synoptic exorcism stories in relation to Jewish and early Christian ideas of 
purity has never been pursued in detail. It is the aim of this study to fill that 
lacuna. Are the exorcism stories connected with a more comprehensive notion 
of purity? If so, how are they related? 

In order to address these questions adequately, we must briefly consider 
how purity is described in early Jewish and Christian literature. We will then 
be in a better position to present a more formal definition of terms, methods to 
be employed and the steps which we will pursue in the remainder of this 
study. 

1.3 Purity in Early Jewish and Christian Literature 

It will be helpful to consider the questions we have raised in relation to the 
various conceptions of purity which obtained in first-century Judaism and 

26 See Luke 4.33; 7.33; 8.27; 13.11; Acts 8.7; 16.16; 19.13; cf. Matt. 11.18; Mark 3.30; 
9.17; John 7.20; 8.48-49, 52; 10.20. 
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Christianity. Understanding what 'impurity' could mean in various Jewish 
and Christian contexts may inform our study of what such a term in relation to 
spirits might mean in the Synoptic Gospels. The topic of purity is so vast that 
all we can do here is to highlight those aspects most relevant for our study and 
to understand how the various perspectives develop into the NT period.27 We 
will begin with a discussion of purity terminology found in the HB, which 
constituted the basis for the divergent views attested in the Second Temple 
period (STP), before examining the major primary sources in Greek, including 
the LXX, Philo, Josephus and, finally, the NT. 

1.3.1 Notions of Purity, Impurity, and Holiness in the Hebrew Bible 

Purity is usually defined in relation to the halakhic (legal) rather than 
haggadic (contemplative) portions of the HB. The latter material, which 
places greater emphasis on ethical concerns, generally receives less attention 
in Jewish treatments of halakhah.2g Important for this study are some basic 
definitions. First, while scholars differ in their understanding of the precise 
relation between purity and holiness,29 it is generally agreed that they are not 
synonymous.30 Jenson seems to reflect best the Hebrew conceptualisation of 
these terms when he argues that they denote two distinct cultic spheres of 
activity: purity pertains to the human sphere and holiness to the divine. These 
spheres overlap in harmony with the biblical conception of God's (holy) 
presence dwelling in the temple, which is situated in the midst of His (pure) 
people.31 Purity characterises normal life for the ordinary Israelite and is the 
presupposition for approaching that which is holy.32 A second assertion, 

27 Listed here are those discussions of purity which have been most useful throughout this 
study. For the HB: Douglas 1966; Wright 1991; Wright 1992; Jenson 1992; and major 
commentaries on Leviticus (Wenham 1979; Levine 1989; Milgrom 1991-2001). For Qumran 
and Rabbinic literature: Meyer 1965; Tomson 1990; Harrington 1993; Klawans 1995; 
Klawans 1997; Harrington 2000. For Greek literature, including the NT: Hauck 1965a; 
Sanders 1985; Sanders 1990; Tomson 1990. 

28 This does not seem to hold for Christian readings of the OT as our NT survey below 
suggests. 

29 Wright (1992, 246) considers that all four possible combinations are to be found in the 
HB: holy/pure, holy/impure, profane/pure, profane/impure. Milgrom (1991, 1:732, cf. 638) 
holds a similar view, but objects to the holy/impure pairing as impossible. Wenham (1979, 
19), by contrast, understands these pairs as a continuum: holy sanctify/pro fane-» clean 
<-cleanse/pollute-> unclean. 

30 See Milgrom (1991, 1:616-17, 731-32), Wright (1992), Jenson (1992, 47-48). Neusner 
(1973b, 18, 22) appears to be the exception in finding them synonymous in some cases. 

31 See Jenson 1992, 47-48. Lev. 10.10 identifies two 'opposed pairs': holy (t£np)/profane 
(^il) and clean (~nnO)/unclean (KQB). The two positive (holy, clean) and two negative pairs 
(profane, unclean) are aligned but not identified (Jenson 1992, 44, following Barr 1972, 15). 
Wenham integrates these pairs into a spectrum: holy-clean-unclean. 

32 Jenson 1992, 53, 139; similarly, Milgrom 1991, 1:732. Persons or things can be made 
holy but only by a special act of God (Jenson 1992, 48). 
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