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Preface 

The idea for this collection of essays was first formulated after Marsha White 
held a lecture on Saul, since published in the Burke O. Long Festschrift, at the 
Association for Jewish Studies Annual Conference in 1997. It was then that 
the editors discovered they had a common interest in Israel's first king and 
initially formulated the idea of publishing a collection of essays devoted to 
him. For various reasons, it has taken longer than expected to complete this 
project. We are grateful to the contributors to this volume, who have waited 
patiently for their work to appear. 

The abbreviations in this volume generally follow the guidelines of the 
Society of Biblical Literature. In distinction to common SBL practice, 
however, titles are not italicized nor are the titles of articles placed in 
quotation marks. This deviation from common SBL norms is done in order to 
bring the volume into harmony with the formatting standards of Forschungen 
zum Alten Testament. Also in accordance with the standards of the series, the 
abbreviation "Art." precedes the names of dictionary and encyclopedia 
articles. 

The attempt has been made to harmonize the formatting and linguistic 
guidelines of the various contributions to this volume. In one or two instances, 
however, we have allowed individual authors to deviate in their transcriptions 
of the divine name. While this engenders some inconsistency from chapter to 
chapter, it does honor the religious sensibilities of the individuals involved. 

The editors of this volume would like to thank the members of the 
planning committee of the Deuteronomistic History Section of the Society of 
Biblical Literature, who devoted their meeting in 2000 to the subject of Saul 
in the Deuteronomistic History. The papers delivered at that session form the 
core of this volume. The publication of this volume was aided by a grant from 
the Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council of Canada administered 
by York University. In addition, we owe our gratitude to Professors Bernd 
Janowski, Mark S. Smith, and Hermann Spieckermann, the editors of 
Forschungen zum Alten Testament, who accepted this volume into their 
publication program, to Dr. Henning Ziebritzki of the Mohr Siebeck Verlag, 
who provided valuable guidance in the publication process, to Tanja Mix, also 
of Mohr Siebeck, who aided us greatly with the drudgery of formatting, to 
Ruth Lockshin of Words That Work for preparing the indices for this volume, 
to Prof. Leonard H. Ehrlich and Dr. Edith Ehrlich for their valuable input, to 
Sahar Rizvi of York University, who did some preliminary formatting, to 
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Professor Ralph Locke and Tanya Sermer of the Eastman School o f Music, 
University of Rochester, who checked over the translation of musical terms 
from German to English, and last, but not least, to Shimi Ehrlich without 
whose expert computer advice this volume would never have been published. 
Any mistakes or imperfections that remain are the responsibility of the editors. 

C S E & MCW 
November 2005 
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Introduction 

Carl S. Ehrlich 

In an evaluation of the legacy of Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin on the 
tenth anniversary of his assassination, Amotz Asa-El wrote that: 

Rabin was therefore neither the Davidic nation builder nor the Solomonic visionary some have 
made of him. Rather, he was a reincarnation of King Saul, the modest man who ruled in spite of 
himself after the people demanded a leader who would protect them from the Philistines; the 
warrior who initially excelled on the battlefield, before prematurely concluding that Israel's wars 
could be halted, and ultimately losing his life in that stubbornly persisting war. The sages said 
Saul's rule could not last because he was too modest, and German historian Leopold [von] Ranke 
said he was history's first tragic figure. Since then, history in general, and ours in particular, has 
had many more tragic figures. Rabin will always be counted prominently among them.1 

Whatever the merits of this comparison of Rabin to Saul, it is intriguing that 
some three thousand years after the traditional date of his demise, the figure 
of Saul continues to exert a hold on the human imagination. Indeed, Asa-El 
deftly and succinctly articulates much that explains this enduring fascination. 
Saul is an ambiguous and contradictory figure. A head taller than any other 
Israelite (1 Sam 9:2), he is seemingly cut from the cloth of kingship. And yet 
he fails, ultimately to be abandoned and betrayed by the God who had chosen 
him as king (1 Sam 9:15-16 [choice] vs. 13:13-14; 15:10, 23 [rejection]), by 
the prophet Samuel who had anointed him as king (1 Sam 10:24; 11:14 
[choice] vs. 15:26, 35 [rejection]), by the people who had acclaimed him as 
king (11:15 [acclamation] vs. 18:7 [rejection]), by his children Michal (1 Sam 
19:11-17) and Jonathan (1 Sam 18:1^1; 23:16-18) who rejected their 
family's claim on kingship, by his servant David who supplanted him as king 
(as of 1 Sam 16:1), and by his own cowardice2 and descent into madness and 
paranoia (as of 1 Sam 18:8). 

The multifaceted nature of Saul and his variegated depiction in the biblical 
text have led to a wide variety of interpretations of Saul in post-biblical 

1 ASA-EL, Legacy. 
2 The reference here is to his fear of facing Goliath in battle (1 Sam 17:11). Indeed, it is 

most ironic that the tallest hero of the Israelites, Saul, is afraid to face the tallest of the 
Philistines in a battle of equal champions, and it is left to the small and inexperienced David 
to fell the Philistine giant. In his noble decision to march to battle against the Philistines at 
Gilboa, in spite of knowing that this will lead to his death, Saul at the end reverts belatedly 
and quixotically to his original heroic nature. 
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tradition up to and including the present day. The brief excerpt from Asa-El's 
essay already presented the reader with interpretations of Saul as modest, 
warlike, misguided, and tragic. Besides these "traditional" images of Saul, the 
twentieth century added a number of additional nuances. In the early part of 
that century, one of the most imaginative, poetic, and effusive portraits of 
Saul was offered by Rudolf Kittel, who wrote: 

King Saul was like a brilliant meteor vanishing as rapidly as it came. Attracting the attention 
of all, making all hearts beat proudly with joy, and arousing great hopes, it appeared on 
Israel's horizon. Hardly risen, not yet having reached the zenith, the meteor turned quickly, 
only to sink and to fall slowly lower and lower. The brilliant hero, like a shining Siegfried, 
had killed the dragon, Ammon, and then in a swift course of victory, cheered by the people, 
with laurels crowning his brow, wearing the sparkling regal crown, having driven the 
country's enemy to the boundary, was suddenly halted and held as if spellbound by an 
invisible hand. Saul was like a steed that is unexpectedly checked in the midst of the joyful 
course, that stops, leaves the road, shies, and is turned from its course. The tall hero, whose 
noble appearance had been the delight of all who saw him, was bowed down. His clear, frank 
countenance was darkened, his sparkling eyes dimmed, clouded the brow that had formerly 
been held so high, that had reflected confidence, good fortune, and success. Furrows of grief 
and care marred his noble visage. Saul was the image of a man suddenly broken, an oak that 
was shattered in a night by lightning, or uprooted by a hurricane.3 

Later historians may have been more sober in their judgment of Saul,4 but 
until the latter part of the century not much changed in the understanding of 
Saul's character. It was only with the rise of modern literary critical 
approaches to biblical literature that old assumptions about Saul and 
particularly his relationship with Samuel were called into question. No longer 
was Saul a heroic, noble, or tragic figure. Now he was reinterpreted as an 
incompetent, indeed as a bumbler, no longer the enemy of Samuel but his 
creation.5 Without evaluating the relative merits of such readings, it is surely 
not coincidental that they were produced during an age in which one of the 
aims of the historical biography became to cut the heroes of old, such as the 
tall Saul, down to size. 

While it is his rival and successor David who is accorded much more 
importance by the biblical text and by post-biblical tradition, the ambivalent 
figure of Saul continues to attract attention. In spite of the recent spate of 
works dealing with the character of David and the debate revolving around his 
historicity and the nature of his rule,6 his hapless predecessor has managed to 

3 K I T T E L , G r e a t , p p . 1 0 3 - 1 0 4 . 
4 See, e.g., MILLER / HAYES (His tory, pp. 1 3 5 - 1 4 6 ) w h o speak of " S a u l ' s popular i ty , 

heroism, and the significance of his reign" (p. 145). 
5 See, e.g., POLZIN, Samuel ; COHEN, Saul. 
6 See, e.g., ALTER, David; HALPERN, Secret Demons; KIRSCH, David; MCKENZIE, David. 
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maintain a steady - albeit not as strong a - presence in both the scholarly 
literature and in popular imagination.7 

The following set of studies devoted to "Saul in Story and Tradition" does 
not attempt to break new methodological ground. In other words, unlike many 
volumes published nowadays, it does not view its subject as the test case in 
the application of a new methodological approach. On the contrary, the 
subject himself is in this instance indeed the major focus of our attention. 
Hence, the attempt has been made to enlist a number of scholars using various 
approaches to write about and view the subject matter of the book from a 
number of diverse methodological perspectives. Eclecticism is the hallmark of 
this enterprise. Nonetheless, reflective of current trends in scholarship, literary 
approaches predominate, although historical/archaeological studies introduce 
the volume, and the concluding essays deal with the Rezeptionsgeschichte of 
Saul in various guises and formats. 

The contents of this volume fall naturally into two parts of somewhat 
unequal length. The first eleven chapters deal with "Saul in Story," in other 
words, with Saul as depicted in the Hebrew Bible. The final six chapters have 
as their subject "Saul in Tradition," thus focusing on Saul as interpreted in 
various post-biblical religious, literary, and artistic corpora. In this manner the 
concept of the book as a whole allows us to look at Saul both synchronically 
and diachronically, in effect acknowledging that - even within the biblical 
texts - there are a number of Sauls. 

The two introductory essays look at the archaeology and at the process of 
state formation in the central highlands of Canaan/Israel/Palestine at the time 
to which Saul is generally dated, namely toward the end of Iron Age I (ca. 
1200/1150-1000 BCE). They thus provide anthropological, archaeological, 
historical, and social perspectives on the putative period of Saul and the rise 
of the Israelite monarchy. 

In the first, Avraham Faust looks at the "Settlement Patterns and State 
Formation in Southern Samaria," namely in that region to the north of 
Jerusalem that became the southern part of the later Assyrian province of 
Samaria and is viewed in the Hebrew Bible in part as the tribal allocation of 
Benjamin, from which Saul claimed descent. A major observation of his is 
that none of the rural villages identified with the rise of the Israelites in the 
central hill country during Iron Age I continued as a village into Iron Age II. 
Either they disappeared or they grew into cities/towns. While he does not 
discount internal factors - including the increasing complexity of society -
enabling this change in settlement pattern, Faust clearly views external threats 
as the impetus for this change. In addition, evidence for the rise of a more 
complex society - including larger, fortified towns - is evident first in the 

7 See, e.g., EDELMAN, Saul; GREEN, Migh ty ; GUNN, Fate; HENTSCHEL, Saul; LONG, Reign; 
NICHOLSON , F a c e s . 
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territory of Benjamin. Hence, he concludes that the process of state formation 
began in this region. Turning briefly at the end of his essay to a comparison of 
the archaeological and biblical evidence, Faust looks at "the Archaeology of 
(a) Saul" and concludes that there are some major points of contact between 
them, among which the location and nature of the process of state formation 
have pride of place. Since such developments in human society need human 
agents, he concludes that there is no reason not to posit the existence of a Saul, 
while remaining cognizant of the dangers of equating archaeological levels 
with individuals mentioned only in later textual traditions. 

In the second, Siegfried Kreuzer offers "A New Perspective on the Rise of 
Kingship in Israel" by arguing that "Saul [was] - not always - at War." In his 
attempt to identify pre-deuteronomistic material in the deuteronomistic 
account of the rise and fall of King Saul, Kreuzer posits the methodological 
criterion of "unintentionality," whereby much valuable information can be 
gleaned by examining offhand comments in the text that do not fit into any 
identifiable theological or ideological pattern, an example of which would be 
the comment in 1 Sam 13:20-21 about the Israelites going to the Philistines to 
have their metal implements sharpened, which could be taken to indicate a 
period of peaceful relations between these peoples. Indeed, Kreuzer posits 
that the initial relations between Israel and Philistia were peaceful and based 
on mutual economic necessities and that Saul originally became king with the 
consent and support of the Philistines. He finds support for this contention in 
the entrusting of David with the city of Ziklag by the Philistines, which makes 
sense in his eyes only in the context of a state of non-war between Israel and 
Philistia at that time. Nonetheless, its purpose was to limit Saul's growing 
power by fostering a counterbalance to it under Philistine control. It was only 
toward the end of his reign that Saul was forced into war against the 
Philistines occasioned by the rash act of his son Jonathan (1 Sam 13:3—4). 

The next two articles deal with the figure of "Saul in the Deuteronomistic 
History." As Steven L. McKenzie points out in his essay of the same name, 
this in effect means Saul in the Books of Samuel, unlike David whose range 
of references is exponentially greater. McKenzie's central thesis is that the 
function of Saul in the Deuteronomistic History is to act as a counterpoint to 
David. Saul first appears obliquely in the narrative in 1 Samuel 1, which -
whether or not one views this as an original birth narrative of Saul - through 
its incorporation of wordplays on the Hebrew root i ' /prepares the reader for 
Samuel's later rejection of Saul. The first true appearance of Saul is in the five 
literary units that comprise 1 Samuel 8-12 and encapsulate an ambivalent 
attitude toward kingship. While Saul is successfully anointed as a nagid 
"designated one" (a type of military leader), the use of this term in reference 
to him in the Deuteronomistic History indicates that he is a transitional figure 
between the period of the Judges and that of the Israelite monarchy. In 
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addition, McKenzie singles out the difference between the ambivalent 
acclamation of Saul as ruler and the later unconditional acclamation of David 
as king. As king Saul can do little right; and the later stories about Saul as of 1 
Samuel 13 deal in various ways with the central theme of his rejection by God 
in favor of David, which leads Saul to a life of madness and murder. 
Ultimately Saul himself is responsible for his fate and that of his house. 
McKenzie's conclusion is that the Deuteronomistic Historian has so greatly 
subsumed the story of Saul to that of David that very little if anything 
historical about Saul can be deduced from this narrative. 

In her essay Yairah Amit has chosen to highlight the tension in the text 
between the need to present Saul as worthy of election as king and conversely 
as worthy of rejection in favor of David. It is this that gives rise to "The 
Delicate Balance in the Image of Saul and Its Place in the Deuteronomistic 
History." According to Amit this is accomplished by means of three literary 
devices: (1) Saul is depicted as a tragic hero; (2) Saul is shown in conflict 
with other major figures, namely Samuel and David; and (3) the 
characterization of Saul is ambivalent, allowing the reader both to empathize 
with him and yet to understand his fall. In accord with the first point, Amit 
identifies all five of Aristotle's characteristic elements of tragedy in the story 
of Saul. In the case of the second point, she argues that all the major figures in 
the story of Saul are painted in tones of gray, which allows for subtlety and 
nuance in their characterization. As for the third point, Amit contrasts the 
nuanced portrait of Saul in Samuel with the one-sidedly negative one in 
Chronicles. She concludes that this "Delicate Balance in the Image of Saul" is 
not characteristic of the Deuteronomist as author, but is indicative of the 
integration of earlier material into the Deuteronomistic History by an editor 
who decided not to change the tenor of his sources. 

The following four essays focus on different aspects of the character and 
nature of Saul within the biblical narratives about him. The first one seeks to 
uncover Saul as a hero, the second one views him in the context of the Persian 
era discussion about prophets and prophecy, the third one deals with him as 
the father of his son Jonathan, and the fourth one looks at the creation of his 
royal body. 

First Gregory Mobley attempts to discover the lost heroic Saul of history 
by comparing and contrasting the narratives of Saul in which he plays the 
leading role (1 Samuel 9-14) with those in which he serves negatively as the 
foil for the David story (1 Samuel 15-31). Mobley's methodological 
assumption is that positive details in the depiction of Saul in the former that 
are mirrored negatively (as in a photographic negative) in the latter must be 
based on authentic tradition and will provide us with "Glimpses of the Heroic 
Saul." Thus he investigates six instances in which facets of the earlier Saul 
narrative are mirrored in the David story in order to turn something positive 
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into a negative: Saul's stature, which is contrasted with that of David; his 
inspiration from the divine, which becomes an evil spirit; his performance in 
battle, which pales in comparison with David's; his spear, which is never used 
to good end; his men, who are implicitly criticized in the story of the raped 
and murdered concubine in Judges 19; and finally his prophetic ability, which 
becomes a sign of his descent into madness. 

The theme of "Saul among the Prophets (1 Sam 10:10-12 and 19:18-24)" 
provides the segue to the next essay, in which Christophe Nihan looks at "The 
Reworking of Saul's Figure in the Context of the Debate on 'Charismatic 
Prophecy' in the Persian Era." As the title already indicates, Nihan dates these 
aetiologies of the saying "Is Saul also among the prophets?" to the Persian 
period (539-332 BCE), in which case they would convey no information 
about a historical Saul. Using redaction-criticism Nihan attempts to show that 
1 Sam 10:10-12 is a later, post-deuteronomic addition to the original story of 
Saul's anointing (1 Sam 9:1-10:16). He finds a historical context for this 
"spiritualization" of Saul's receipt of the spirit of God (originally a military 
motif) in the need for a reinterpretation of the role of leadership in the Judean 
community in the early fifth century BCE after the failure of Zerubbabel's 
attempt to reassert national autonomy in the Persian province of Yehud. 
Nihan traces this text and others like it to ecstatic groups living in Yehud, who 
argued that even those not specifically trained as prophets could be recipients 
of the divine spirit. The second version of the story in 1 Sam 19:18-24 served 
as the response of the classical prophetic school attached to the Jerusalem 
temple to the phenomenon of ecstatic prophecy. Hence, it is phrased in the 
negative and is to be dated slightly later than the first version of Saul's 
prophetic possession. Nonetheless, taken together, these passages present 
evidence of the continuation of a debate between official and charismatic 
prophetic circles, which probably predated the exile. 

In her essay on "Saul and Jonathan in 1 Samuel 1 and 14," Marsha White 
investigates the two chapters framing what she considers to be - minus some 
mainly Deuteronomistic additions - an original History of Saul's Rise, which 
is to be found in 1 Sam 1:1-14:48. In distinction to the prevailing hypothesis 
of the historical-critical school, according to which an original birth narrative 
of Saul - indicated by the prevalence of wordplays on the root s ' l - was 
transferred at some later date to Samuel (1 Samuel 1), White argues that the 
aim of the story was to validate Samuel as a proper priest and prepare the 
reader for his action in anointing the one who was to be the first king of Israel. 
Thus Saul appears in this narrative, but only obliquely through the sevenfold 
use of wordplays on his name, as indeed there are seven wordplays on the 
name of his son Jonathan (using the root ntn) in this chapter. In this pre-
Davidic layer of tradition, Samuel's only function is to doom the Elide priests 
and raise the Saulides to kingship. Saul's near sacrifice of Jonathan in 1 
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Samuel 14 is understood by White as a sign of his great devotion to God and 
is prefigured in Hannah's dedication of her son to God in 1 Samuel 1. Saul's 
readiness to sacrifice Jonathan and Jonathan's last-minute reprieve parallel 
Abraham's near sacrifice of Isaac, who is also rescued at the last moment. The 
king and deliverer of Israel has proven his faithfulness to God. 

In his essay on "The Creation of Saul's Royal Body. Reflections on 1 
Samuel 8-10," Mark W. Hamilton focuses on the treatment of Saul's body in 
the story of his appointment as king over Israel. Basing himself on this 
discussion, he proceeds to draw conclusions regarding the Hebrew Bible's 
view of the king's body and person. He introduces his topic by outlining three 
important conclusions reached by scholars in the field of body studies upon 
which his investigation is based: (1) "the movements and disciplining of the 
body both reflect the values of a culture and shape them," (2) "cultures 
construct bodies through ritual," and (3) "royal bodies reflect the culture's ... 
cosmology, to such a degree that we can say that governance consists of the 
creation and maintenance of a proper body." Although Saul is introduced as 
one of truly regal carriage (1 Sam 9:2), it is only when he receives "another 
heart" (1 Sam 10:9) that he becomes receptive to the divine spirit that will 
transform him (1 Sam 11:6). Drawing on ethnographic parallels, Hamilton 
understands the critique of the institution of the monarchy in 1 Samuel 8 as a 
formalized ritual designed to ward off the very evils being listed. Its success 
in the case of Saul is indicated by the continuation of the narrative about his 
reign. Notably, it is his beheaded and violated body, hung on the walls of 
Beth-shan, that signifies the end of his rule as king. The ritual that Hamilton 
has identified in 1 Samuel 8-10 is the antithesis of this conclusion, namely the 
creation of a royal body capable and worthy of publicly channeling the divine. 

The following two essays are concerned with objects that play an 
important role either by their presence or by their absence in the Saul 
narrative, namely his sword and the Ark of the Covenant. Both of these essays 
employ literary analyses to arrive at an understanding of the object in question 
and its place in the larger narrative. 

Taking as his point of departure Hannah's observation that "The bows of 
the mighty are shattered, but the feeble gird on strength" (1 Sam 2:4), Samuel 
A. Meier looks at "The Sword. From Saul to David." A particular focus of his 
is the ambivalent and oftentimes unexpected use made of weapons in the Saul 
narrative, which Meier ties in with a general biblical theme of the reversal of 
fortune and expectations. The large and mighty are not always the powerful or 
successful. Indeed, as the story of David and Goliath (1 Samuel 17) illustrates, 
the possession of weapons is no guarantee of victory, nor is their absence 
necessarily a precondition of defeat. Saul's spear is wielded against any 
number of people without success, and it is only David's compassion for the 
king that allows Saul to be spared the ignominy of death by his own weapon. 
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He does not, however, escape this fate later in his life, when he turns his 
sword on himself in order to be spared death at the hands of the Philistines (1 
Sam 31:4-5). Indeed, as Meier demonstrates, the theme of the violent death of 
those who use weapons is one that runs throughout the Book of Samuel. The 
only warrior who lives to an old age and dies peacefully in bed in this work 
(extending into 1 Kings 2) is David. Even though David's family bears the 
consequences of his actions, Meier speculates that it is David's frequent 
distancing of himself from participation in bloodshed that allows this to take 
place from the narrator's perspective. Ultimately, Meier concludes that the 
text, part of the Deuteronomistic History, displays an ambivalence toward 
weapons and those who use them. On the one hand they are indispensable 
particularly in the exercise of power, on the other they threaten to consume 
whoever wields them. 

C. Mark McCormick's essay "From Box to Throne. The Development of 
the Ark in DtrH and P" begins with a tension in the biblical text: The Ark of 
the Covenant is missing from the Saul narrative (except for one brief mention 
of "the ark of God" in 1 Sam 14:18, which should be read as "the ephod of 
God" according to the Septuagint), and yet it frames that narrative. In addition, 
the function of the ark is ambiguous, serving both as a divine throne and as a 
container for the covenant tablets. McCormick criticizes those who take a 
phenomenological approach to understanding the ark as an object. For him the 
ark is a textual icon and must be understood in literary terms. In its current 
form the Ark Narrative is a Deuteronomistic composition that concludes with 
the ark's placement in the Temple (1 Kings 8). According to the 
Deuteronomistic picture of the ark, it was a simple box that housed the tablets 
of the covenant, around which the central part of the Temple was built. It is 
Priestly elaboration of this that has added such features as an ornate golden 
cover and poles to this image, transforming it into a portable throne of God. 
Since the interest of the Deuteronomist is in bringing the ark to the Temple, 
there is no need to insert it into the Saul narrative, since he was not associated 
with that movement. 

Fittingly concluding the "Saul in Story" section of this volume is an essay 
by Gary N. Knoppers on "The Place of the Saulide Monarchy in the 
Chronicler's Historiography." Thus far nearly all the essays have dealt with 
some aspect of Saul within the context of the Deuteronomistic History, more 
specifically within the Book of Samuel, which forms the major source of our 
information on Saul and his story. Nonetheless, Saul also appears within the 
Book of Chronicles, the last book in the canon of the Hebrew Bible. 
Knoppers' essay is an attempt to understand Saul and his house within the 
ideology and theology of this latter work. His essay begins with a conundrum. 
In addition to a number of scattered allusions to Saul within Chronicles, the 
Chronicler's main interest in him is in his genealogies (1 Chr 9:35^14) and in 
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his death in battle (1 Chronicles 10). The Chronicler conveniently skips over 
the ensuing civil war as related in 2 Samuel, and implies that David was 
immediately chosen as king over all Israel. In light of the Chronicler's 
ignoring of the history of the northern kingdom of Israel and his contention 
that "the kingdom of YHWH [was] in the hands of the sons of David" (2 Chr 
13:8), why mention Saul at all? One aim was to absolve David in any way of 
participation in the demise of Saul, from whose death in the Chronicler's 
opinion he would not have benefited, as is indicated by the Chronicler's non-
mention of David's relationship to Saul through Michal (except for 1 Chr 
15:29, in which Michal despises David for his dance before the ark). The 
Chronicler's narrative of David avers that he was supported by Benjaminites 
(from Saul's tribe!) while Saul yet reigned. Indeed, while Saul still lives, the 
Israelites turn to David of their own volition. This is justified in part through 
Chronicles' presentation of Saul as an apostate. Ultimately, Chronicles' 
presentation of Saul is situated in the Persian period, when Judah and 
Benjamin were the two non-priestly tribes vying for power. The Chronicler's 
account of Saul acknowledges Saul's primacy, but also his inadequacy. The 
Benjaminites of Saul's day realized this and flocked to David, just as the 
Chronicler hopes that the Benjaminites of his day will flock to the Davidic 
house. 

The six essays that comprise the second part of this volume, the "Saul in 
Tradition" component, fall naturally into two groups of three. The first three 
essays represent investigations into the rewriting of the Saul story in the first 
millennium CE. The final three look at interpretations of the Saul story in 
second millennium music, literature, and art. 

Whereas the other two essays in the first triad examine specifically 
theological interpretations of Saul in midrashic and Quranic literature, the 
essay by Louis H. Feldman on "Josephus' View of Saul" examines the 
rewriting of the Saul story by the first century CE Jewish historian Flavius 
Josephus. Following the traditions of the Isocratean school of historiography, 
Josephus emphasizes Saul's heroic and tragic nature. For Josephus, Saul is a 
pivotal figure in Jewish history; and Josephus' treatment of him is 
disproportionately long when compared with the biblical texts and also much 
more positive. While avoiding the rabbinic "whitewashing" of Saul, Josephus 
nonetheless stakes out a position opposed to that of his contemporary Pseudo-
Philo, whose Saul is a villain. Josephus' Saul embodies the qualities that 
would most appeal to a Greek audience, thus becoming a paradigm of 
Josephus' apologetic aims. In this manner Josephus draws attention to Saul's 
good birth, his physical attractiveness, his embodiment of the four cardinal 
virtues (wisdom, courage, temperance/modesty, and justice), and his sense of 
piety. A somewhat amusing example of Josephus' need to render the biblical 
narrative more palatable for a Greek audience is the change of the Hebrew 
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Bible's bride price for Michal from one hundred Philistine foreskins to six 
hundred Philistine heads. Feldman speculates that Josephus had Homer's 
Hector and Achilles in mind when formulating his portrait of Saul. In spite of 
Josephus' generally positive attitude toward Saul and his rewriting of Saul's 
story in a manner intended to glorify him, Josephus must also explain the 
tragedy of his downfall. His cruelty in the case of the priests of Nob, for 
example, is explained as a consequence of the corruption of power; and it is 
that cruelty together with his disobedience to God in the case of the 
Amalekites that are the direct causes of Saul's downfall. Nonetheless, 
Josephus arouses sympathy toward Saul by emphasizing his remorse for his 
negative actions. Finally, Josephus attributes Saul's descent into madness to a 
medical condition and not to an evil spirit from God, and his antipathy toward 
David is rationalized as the understandable fear of a rival. 

In her essay on "The Innocent King. Saul in Rabbinic Exegesis," Hanna 
Liss attempts to come up with a coherent interpretation of the various rabbinic 
traditions concerning Saul. Her primary observation is that the rabbis were 
much more sympathetic toward Saul than the biblical traditions were. This is 
reflected also in the rabbis' treatment of David, who is hence evaluated in a 
much more critical light than in the Hebrew Bible. In keeping with scattered 
hints in the biblical text, the rabbinic Saul is a modest man. The rabbis play up 
that aspect of his character to such a degree that they have Saul himself 
question his suitability for the role chosen for him by God. In this manner, 
Saul anticipates his failure and cannot be accused of causing it. In keeping 
with a rabbinic tendency to view significant figures from the past as proto-
rabbis, Saul too is cast in this mold, being particularly enamored of legal (i.e., 
halakhic) discussions. In general, the rabbis tried to interpret any ambiguities 
in the biblical text in Saul's favor and to rationalize and temper his biblical 
sins, even ascribing much of the responsibility for them (his mercy in the case 
of Agag, his murder of the priests of Nob) to Samuel and David, i.e., to those 
whom the biblical text depicts as innocent. Saul's bravery in going to battle at 
Gilboa in the knowledge that it would be his last is admired in rabbinic 
writings even by God himself. This inversion of biblical evaluations of 
personality is characteristic of rabbinic interpretation, not only in the case of 
Saul. The larger aim of this process is to evaluate important figures from the 
past in terms of their supposed devotion to Torah and to the people. As Liss 
concludes, "The preeminence of rabbinic Judaism, therefore, can be attributed 
to its adoption of and emancipation from the Hebrew Bible." 

In his article on "King Saul (Talut) in the Qur'an and Post-Quranic 
Literature," Walid A. Saleh uses the example of Saul to formulate a 
methodological critique of Quranic scholarship's understanding of the 
Qur'an's reworking of biblical traditions. The Qur'an's treatment of Saul is 
relatively brief and limited to one sura (Q. 2: 246-253), and it deviates quite 



Index of Sources 

1. Hebrew Bible 

Gen 4 46, 53-54 
22:1-19 128 7-13 27 
22:11-12 338-339 7:9 250 

8-10 139-142 
Exod 8-12 60-62 

25:10-16 182 8:1-7 74 
40:34-35 182 8:19-20 166-167 

9-10 290-291 
Lev 9-14 81-87 

24:7-9 324 9-31 40 
9:1-2 Sam 1:27214-244 

Num 9:1-10:16 92-95 
11 96-101 9:2 246, 336 

9:14-24 319 
Deut 9:16 317 

10:1-5 183 10:5 46 
10:10-12 88-114 

Josh 10:10 337 
7 -8 132 10:23 336 
18:11-20 18 12-14 291 

12 148 
Judg 13-14 48, 50-53 

3:10 82 13-16 122-123, 199-200 
3:12-30 84, 86 13:1 52 
5-12 45-46 13:3 46, 48, 53 
6:34 82 13:7-15 62-63, 72-73, 75 
7:5-8 267-268 13:9-14 250 
11:29 82 13:17 46 
19 84 13:20-21 4 ,41 
20:16 84 13:23 46 

13 322 
1 Sam 14:15 46 

1-31 313-331 passim 14:18 177-178 
1 119-126, 119-136 1 4 : 2 4 ^ 8 267-268 
2 -7 180 14:32 247 
2:1-10 156-157 14 62, 119-126, 119-136 
2:4 173 15-31 81-87 
2:6-7 299 15:1-16:13 62-63 
2:20 311 15:1-16:23 68-69 
4:1-7:2 180 15:3-9 247-248 



50 Index of Sources 

15:15-35 73 11:25 164 
15 101-102, 291,311,319, 12:8 323 

328 13:2, 22 163-164 
16-17 61,73 18:9-15 162 
16-18 292-294 
16ff. 52 1 Kgs 
16:13-14 82 2:28-34 161 
16 63-65,317 6-8 182-185 
17:38—40 167-168 11 77 
17 64 12:25-33 77 
18-19 194-195 14:7-14 77, 253 
18-20 64-65 15:5 77 
18:8 73 
18:20 75 2 Kgs 
18:21-25 160 14:24-25 252-253 
18:28-29 73 21:16 254 
19-31 73 
19:18-24 65, 88-114 Hos 
20:17 75 1:7 157 
20:27 334 
21:9-10 160-161 Mie 
22:6-23 65 6:6-7 128 
23:1 46 
24-26 66 Ps 
25:43 323 33:16-17 157 
26:7-22 168 
26:14-16 321 Eccl/Qoh 
27-31 66-67 9:11 158, 163 
28:3-25 68-69, 203 
28:6 75-76 Ezra 
28 250-252,317-320 2 207 
30:26-31 74 
31:4-5 159-160 Neh 
31 76, 200-201 7 207 

Sam 1 Chr 
1-22 67-68 8 :28^0 208 
1:6 83 10 75-76 
1:22-23 162-163 11-13 193-200 
1:27 173 13:3 203-204 
1 295 15:28-29 205-206 
2-21 204-205 22:8 170-171 
2:18-26 163 28:3 170-171 
3:27 161 
5:1-3 61-62, 167, 187-188 2 Chr 
5 56 13:8 189,210 
6:14-23 205-206 32:7-8 158 
6 180 



Index of Sources 351 

LXX 
1 Sam. 

10:1 93-94 
10:10-13 91-92 
14:23-24 130-132 
17 64 

2. Bible Versions 

Syr. 
1 Sam 

10:13 92 

Vulgate 
1 Sam 

28 317 

3. Pseudepigrapha 

Ps.-Philo, Bib. Ant. 58.2 235 
54.3^1 220 61.2 220 
56.3-6 216-217 

4.Josephus 

Ant. J.W. 
6.45-7.6 214-244 3.361-383 238 

7.405 239 

5. Talmud 

b. Ber. 48b 218 b. Sanh. 104a 249 
b. Pesah. 87b 252-253 b. Yoma22b 217-218,222, 
b. Sabb. 152b 251 230 ,235 ,248-250 
b. Sanh. 95a 249 y. Seb. 3.10.34d 217 
b. Sanh.102b 254-255 

6. Other Rabbinic Works 

Lev. Rab. Midr. Sam. 
26:7 251-252 11:1 247 

Midr. Pss. Pesiq. Rab Kah. 
27:6,227f. 250 3:6 Zakhor 25b 249 



352 Index of Sources 

7. Classical Sources 

Aeschylus 
Persians 
465-470 

Herodotus 
7.60 

Homer 
Iliad 
6.234—236 
9.410-416 
17.465M70 
19.86-90 
22.304-305 

223-224 

228 

234-235 
227 
235 
234 
227 

Plato 
Republic 
2.375A-376E 219 

Thucydides 
2.43 
2.47-54 

Virgil 
Aeneid 
1.198-207 
9.176-502 
9.424-445 
12.676-680 

227 
240 

223 
229 
228 
227 

Livy 
2.5 233 

Xenophon 
Anabasis 
5.8.3 218 

ARAB 

8. Ancient Near Eastern Texts 

170,366,448 170-171 

9. Qur'an 

270-278 2:246-253 261-263,267-269 



Index of Names 

Abert, Hermann, 284-286, 292 
Ackroyd, P.R., 190 
Albright, W.F., 88 
Amit, Yairah, 5, 71-79 
Arnold, W.R., 177, 179 
Asa-El, Amotz, 1 

Bartelmus, Rüdiger, 11, 284-305 
Bell, Catherine, 141 
Bloch, Marc, 142 

Chaney, Marvin L., 15, 44 
Chrysander, F., 292 
Cognets, Jean de, 312 
Coote, Robert B., 18, 44 

Dietrich, W., 89, 102 
Dike, D.A., 329 
Douglas, Mary, 140 
Draper, R.P., 329 

Eagleton, Terry, 309 
Edelman, Diana Vikander, 40-41, 69, 85, 

111 

Ehrlich, CarlS. , 1-13 
Eppstein, V., 89, 107 
Epstein, Marc Michael, 12, 334-345 
Eslinger, L., 143 
Exum, J.C.,245, 315 

Faust, Avraham, 3, 14-38 
Feldman, Louis H., 9, 214-244 
Finkelstein, Israel, 15, 25-27, 31, 44^15 
Flannery, K.V., 32 
Foresti, F., 101 
Frick, Frank S., 44 
Fritz, V., 26 
Frye, Northrup, 71 
Fussell, D.H., 329 

Geertz, Clifford, 141 
Geiger, Abraham, 267-268 

Gibson, J.C.L., 327 
Gibson, S., 25 
Good, E.M., 245 
Gottwald, N.K., 15 
Gunn, D.M., 245 

Hamilton, Mark W., 7, 139-155 
Hauer, C., 15 
Houtman, C., 177-179, 181, 183 
Hylander, I., 121 

Japhet, S., 190 

Kantorowicz, Ernst, 140, 145-146 
Kelso, J.L., 21 
Kittel, Rudolf, 2 
Knoppers, Gary N., 8, 187-213 
Kreuzer, Siegfried, 4, 39-58 

Lawton, R.B., 314, 316 
Lerner, A.L., 314, 327, 330, 331 
Lindblom, J., 89, 107 
Liss, Hanna, 10, 245-260 
Long, V.P., 143 

McCarter, P.K., 86, 107, 121 
McCormick, C. Mark, 8, 175-186 
McKenzie, Steven L., 4, 59-70, 85-86, 91 
Mauss, Marcel, 140 
Mazar, A., 20 
Meier, Samuel A., 7, 156-174 
Miller, P.D., 179-181, 183 
Mitchell, C., 190 
Mobley, Gregory, 5, 80-87 
Mommer, P., 89 
Mosis, R., 190 

Neuwirth, Angelika, 271 
Nicholson, Sarah, 12, 308-333 
Nihan, Christophe, 6, 88-118 
Noth, Martin, 52 



354 Index of Names 

Pederson, J., 142 
Pirazzini, A., 311 
Pollard, P., 314, 316, 330 
Pritchard, J.B., 28 

Rad, Gerhard von, 71-72, 176-177, 185, 
286 

Roberts, J.J.M., 179-181, 183 
Rost, L., 179-181, 183 

Saleh, Walid A., 10, 261-283 
Schmidt, L., 60, 89-95 passim, 102 
Schweik, R.C., 329 
Serauky, W., 296 
Sheridan, A., 331 
Simonse, Simon, 149 
Speyer, Heinrich, 266-271 passim, 277 
Stager, Lawrence E., 39 
Stoebe, Hans Joachim, 40^11 

Sturdy, J., 89, 107 

Toorn, K. van der, 177-179, 181, 183 
Tottoli, Roberto, 268 
Tsevat, M., 122 

Van Seters, J., 68, 183 

Wansbrough, John, 271 
Wellhausen, J., 91, 143 
White, Marsha C., 6, 119-138 
Whitelam, Keith W„ 15, 18, 44 
Williamson, H.G.M., 193 

Zakovitch, Y., 123-124 
Zalewski, S., 191 
Zohar, M., 20 
Zorn, J., 23 



Index of Subjects 

Abner 
- a n d bloodshed, 161, 164-165 
- in modern works about Saul, 320-323 
Abraham, portrayal in art, 338-339 
Absalom, 162 
Achan, Saul compared to, 132-133 
Achilles, Saul compared to, 215, 227, 

228, 234, 242 
Aeneas, Saul compared to, 222, 223, 227, 

229 
Agag, Saul's sparing of, 63, 235-237, 

247-250 
Agamemnon, Saul compared to, 233-234 
Ahimelech, in modern works about Saul, 

321-322 
Alfieri, Vittorio, play about Saul, 308-

332 passim 
archaeological finds 
- Iron Age I sites, 19-30, 45^16 
- and Saul, 30-34, 53-55, 206-207 
- and sociological methodology, 43-45 
- studies of, 14-18 
- See also dating 
Aristotle 
- elements of tragedy in Saul story, 72-73 
- influence on Josephus, 214, 231 
- influence on modern writers, 320, 331 
ark, missing in Saul stories, 175-175 
art, Saul's portrayal in, 334-345 
Asahel, strength of, 163 
Ascanius, Jonathan compared to, 229-230 

Benjaminites 
- ally with David in Chronicles, 195-198 
- geographical boundaries, 18-19 
- importance of, in Chronicles, 206-210 
- settlement patterns, 26-30 
- as warriors, 84-85 
Bible 
- generals in, 161-162 
- Handel as interpreter of, 289-290 
- longest genealogy in, 208 

- and modern literature, 308-309, 331 — 
332 

- Qur'an and, 263-267, 279-282 
- rabbinic attitude to characters of, 255-

258 
- suicides in, 159-160 
- weapons turned against owners in, 161 
birth narrative, Samuel's, 59-60, 120-129 
bloodshed in Saul and David stories, 156-

173 
body of Saul 
- Josephus' view of, 218-219 
- ritualized meaning of, 139-152 
-stature, 81,336-337 

child sacrifice, 128-135 
Chronicles, book of 
- one-sided description of Saul in, 75-76 
-p lace of Saulide monarchy in, 187-210 

dating 
- of archaeological sites and structures, 

20-33 
- o f Saul story, 143-144 
David 
- i n Chronicles, 187-210 
- and Goliath's sword, 160-161 
- in modern works about Saul, 314-316 
- negative features contrast with Saul, 74-

75 
- in oratorio "Saul," 288 
- and Philistines, 50-51, 55-56 
- portrayal in art, 340-344 
- positive features contrast with Saul, 59, 

63-69, 80-87, 129-130, 189-190 
- Saul's enmity to, 64-65 
- Saul's enmity to, in Josephus, 240-242 
- true subject of Voltaire's "Saul," 312 
- trust in YHWH, 64 
- weapons, use of contrasts with Saul, 

156-163 
Deuteronomist 



356 Index of Subjects 

- attitude to ark of the covenant, 175-185 
- attitude to kingship, 171-173 
- author or editor, 76-78, 119 
- older texts used by, 42, 143 
- perspective on Saul as foil for David, 

59-69 
- post-Dtr attitude to inspiration, 92-95, 

106 
divination tools, 177-179 

Endor, witch of, 66-68, 225-226, 250-
252,317-320 

ephod, divination tool or garment?, 177-
178 

etymology 
- of Quranic Taltit, 262 
- of Samuel, Saul, and Jonathan, 123-126 

foreshadowing, of Saul and Jonathan 
story, 120-126, 156-157 

genealogy, in Chronicles, 192, 195, 207-
208 

Gibeah, importance of location, 46-50 
Gide, André, play about Saul, 308-332 

passim 
God 
- in ark and Temple, 182-185 
- attitude to fighting in Qur'an, 276-277 
- balance between election and rejection 

of Saul, 71-78 
- in birth narratives, 121-128 
- breath/spirit of, 82, 95-115 
- legitimation of Saul's kingship, 129-

136 
- in modern Saul stories, 310, 326-330 
- in oratorio "Saul," 284-305 passim 
- perspective on Saul, in rabbinic view, 

246-258 
- rejects Saul in favor of David, 61-69, 

209-210 
- Samuel represents in art, 336-337 
- and Saul's body, 145-152 
- Saul's obedience to, in Josephus, 232-

239 
- trust in, in Qur'an, 268-269 
- will of, in Chronicles, 199-200, 202-

204 
Goliath, sword of, 160-161 

halakhah, Saul's obedience to, 247-252 
Handel, George Frideric, 284-305 
Hannah 
- prayer foreshadows Saul and Jonathan 

story, 156-157 
- vow foreshadows Saul and Jonathan 

story, 120-126 
Hardy, Thomas, novel about Saul, 309-

331 passim 
Hebrew terms, discussed 
- tthl ("seek"), 203-204 
- VyB ("transgress"), 202-205 
- nagid ("designated one"), 60-61 

"to request"), 120-126 passim, 
203 

Hector, Saul compared to, 215, 227, 228 
Hellenistic values of Josephus, 215, 217, 

226 
heroism of Saul 
- in 20th century view, 2 
- ancient tradition reconstructed, 80-87 
- in Josephus, 214-214 
homosexuality, 325-326 

icon, verbal, 176, 181-182 
Iron Age I sites, 19-30, 4 5 ^ 6 
- See also archaeological finds 
Isocratean school 
- predecessor to Josephus, 214, 226, 231, 

232 

Jabesh-Gilead, and Philistine threat, 4 0 -
41 

javelin. See weapons 
Jehovah. See God 
Jennens, Charles, 284-305 
Jereboam, rabbinic view of, 252-253 
Joab, 161-162 
Jonathan 
- Josephus' view of, 229-230 
- name connected with Samuel's birth 

narrative, 125-127 
- Saul's near sacrifice of, 128-135 
- s t rength of, 162-164 
- weapons of, 167 
Josephus Flavius, grandiose view of Saul, 

73-74 ,214-244 
Judahites, allied with David, 195-196 



Index of Subjects 357 

Lamartine, Alphonse de, play about Saul, 
308-332 passim 

La Taille, Jean de, play about Saul, SOS-
SSI passim 

Lucius Junius Brutus, Saul compared to, 
233 

Manasseh, King of Judah, 254-255 
manuscripts, illuminated, Saul in, 3 3 4 -

338 
marriage, David 's claim to kingship 

through, 194-195 
"Mayor of Casterbridge," 309-331 passim 
metal monopoly, Philistine, 41, 50 
Michal, 205-206 
midrash. See rabbis 
m 7 ("transgress"), and Saul 's fall, 2 0 2 -

205 
modesty of Saul 
- Josephus' view of, 230-231 
- midrashic view of, 246-247 
- s h o w n by reluctance, 145, 149, 151 
monarchy 
- and bloodshed, 166-173 
- i n Chronicles, 187-210 
- duration of Saul 's, 51-53 
- nature of opposition to, 149-150 
- Qur 'an ' s attitude to, 278-280 
- Saul story's attitude to, 143, 150-151 
- theories about development of, 15-18, 

39-56 

nagid ("designated one"), meaning of 
term, 60-61 

Nahash the Ammonite, 220-222 
naming 
- etymology of Quranic "Talut," 262 
- etymology of Samuel, Saul, and 

Jonathan, 121, 123-127 
- of oratorio "Saul," 287-290 
nazirite status, 122-123 

oath 
- o f Saul, 130-136 
- Saul 's respect for, in Josephus, 232-233 
oratorio "Saul" 
- relation to biblical sources, 284-295 
- score, meaning of, 296-305 

TTEpiTTETEicx, ("reversal of fortune"), 7 2 -
73, 226 

Persian era 
- image of Saul, 96-115 passim 
- importance of Benjaminites to 

Chronicles in, 206-210 
Philistines 
- Israelite coexistence with, 50-51 
- Israelite monarchy and, 15-34 passim 
- Jabesh-Gilead and, 40—41 
- metal monopoly of, 41 
- and Saul, in Josephus' view, 223, 228 
post-Quranic attitude to Saul, 280-282 
Priestly attitude to the ark, 182-185 
prophecy 
- Qur ' an ' s attitude to, 278-280 
- Saul, Samuel, and early Israelite 

prophecy, 88-114 
- Saul 's as sign of foolishness in 

Josephus, 234-235 
prophets 
- Saul among, proverb, 85-87, 107-110 
Pseudo-Philo, view of Saul, 215-227, 

235 ,242 -243 

Qur 'an, Saul in, 261-262 

rabbis 

- midrashim of used in Qur 'an, 281-282 
- see Saul as positive, 215-243 passim, 

246-258 
Rabin, Yitzhak, compared to Saul, 1 
Rembrandt, portrayal of Saul, 334-345 
royal body. See body of Saul 

s ' l ("to request") 
- for consulting with soothsayers, 203 
- in Samuel and Saul stories, 120-126 

passim 
sacrifice, child, 128-135 
sages. See rabbis 
Samson, and Saul stories, 122-123 
Samuel 
- birth narrative, 59-60, 120-129 
- e t y m o l o g y of name, 121, 123-127 
- J o s e p h u s ' view of, 215-216, 232 
- negative features contrasted with Saul, 

74-75 
- portrayal in art, 336-337 
- prophecy of, in Chronicles, 199-200 



358 Index of Subjects 

- in prophetic community, 104-106 
- Saul's alter ego, 246 
Saul 
- among the prophets, 65, 85-87, 88-114 
- anointing, 60 
- archaeology of, 30-34 
- ark not mentioned in stories of, 175-175 
- as bad king, 113-114 
- b o d y of, 139-152, 218-219, 342-344 
- i n Chronicles, 187-210 
- dating of story, 143-144 
- duration of kingship, 51-53 
- elected or rejected, balance between, 

71-78 
- enmity to David, 64-65 
- error of, in Chronicles, 200-206 
- etymology of name, 123-127 
- Handel and Jennens' oratorio, 284-305 
- heroism of, 2, 80-87, 214-244 
- and Jonathan, relationship 

foreshadowed, 120-126 
- Josephus' view of, 214-244 
- kingship, new view of, 53-56 
- location of residence, 46-50 
- in modern literature, 308-312 
- m o d e s t y of, 145, 149, 151,246-247 
- multifaceted character of, 1-2, 61-63, 

334-345 
- nakedness of, 103 
- near sacrifice of Jonathan, 128-135 
- negative features contrast with David, 

59, 63-69, 129-130, 189-190 
- obedient to halakhah, in rabbinic view, 

247-252 
- origin of birth narrative, 59-60 
- Persian era image of, 96-115 passim 
- portrayal in art, 334-345 
- in post-Quranic literature, 280-282 
- Pseudo-Philo's view of, 215-227, 235, 

242-243 
- in Qur'an, 261-263, 267-270, 274-280 
- rabbinic view of, 215-243 passim, 246-

258 
- stature of, 81, 336-337 
- strength of, 162-163 
- sword of, 83-84, 341, 344 
- tragedy of, 71-74, 245-246, 320 
- treatment of priests of Nob, 65-66 
- trust in YHWH, 64 
- warriors of, 84-85, 220 

- use of weapons, 156-163 
settlement patterns 
- rural, in Iron Age I, 16-25 
- unique to Benjamin, 26-30 
sexual competition between Saul and 

David, 323-326 
sociological methodology, and 

archaeology, 43^15 
suicide 
- i n the Bible, 159-160 
- Josephus' view of Saul's, 238-239 
sword, Saul's, 83-84, 341, 344 

Talmudic rabbis. See rabbis 
Talut (Qur'anic name for Saul) 
- in post-Quranic literature, 280-282 
- in Qur'an, 261-263, 267-270, 274-280 
Temple, ark story and, 180-181 
Torah, rabbinic notion of, 255-258 
tragic figure, Saul as, 71-74, 245-246, 

320 
Turnus, Saul compared to, 215, 227, 228 

Uriah, sword of, 164 

verbal icon, 176, 181-182 
Voltaire, play about Saul, 308-331 passim 

war and the military 
- Chronicles' attitude to, 187-210 
- Josephus' Saul and, 219-225, 235-237 
- k i n g as warrior, 166-173,335 
- not constant in Saul's time, 39-56 
- parallels between Joshua and Saul 

conquests, 132-133 
- Qur'an uses Saul to justify, 261-262, 

267-270, 273-278 
- in Samuel's commission, 85-86, 95 
- Saul transformed into warrior, 145-152 
weapons 
- importance in Saul and David stories, 

156-173 
- Jona than ' s , 167 
- S a u l ' s , 83-84, 341,344 
- U r i a h ' s , 164 
witch of Endor, 66-68, 225-226, 250-

252,317-320 

YHWH. See G o d 



Forschungen zum Alten Testament 
Edited by Bernd Janowski, Mark S. Smith 

and Hermann Spieckermann 

Alphabetical Index 

Barthel, Jörg: Prophetenwort und Geschichte. 1997. Volume 19. 
- : see Hermisson, Hans-Jürgen. 
Baumann, Gerlinde: Die Weisheitsgestalt in Proverbien 1-9. 1996. Volume 16. 
Bodendorfer, Gerhard und Matthias Miliard (Hrsg.): Bibel und Midrasch. Unter Mitarbeit 

von B. Kagerer. 1998. Volume 22. 
Chapman, Stephen B.: The Law and the Prophets. 2000. Volume 27. 
Diße, Andreas: see Groß, Walter. 
Ego, Beate: see Janowski, Bernd. 
Ehrlich, Carl S. / White, Marsha C. (Ed.): Saul in Story and Tradition. 2006. Volume 47. 
Emmendörffer, Michael: Der ferne Gott. 1997. Volume 21. 
Finlay, Timothy D.: The Birth Report Genre in the Hebrew Bible. 2005. Volume 11/12. 
Finsterbusch, Karin: Weisung für Israel. 2005. Volume 44. 
Frevel, Christian (Ed.): Medien im antiken Palästina. 2005. Volume 11/10. 
Groß, Walter: Die Satzteilfolge im Verbalsatz alttestamentlicher Prosa. Unter Mitarbeit von 

A. Diße und A. Michel. 1996. Volume 17. 
Hanhart, Robert: Studien zur Septuaginta und zum hellenistischen Judentum. 1999. 

Volume 24. 
Hardmeier, Christof: Erzähldiskurs und Redepragmatik im Alten Testament. 2005. 

Band 46. 
Hausmann, Jutta: Studien zum Menschenbild der älteren Weisheit (Spr lOff). 1995. 

Volume 7. 
Hermisson, Hans-Jürgen: Studien zu Prophetie und Weisheit. Hrsg. von J. Barthel, H. Jauss 

und K. Koenen 1998. Volume 23. 
Huwyler, Beat: Jeremia und die Völker. 1997. Volume 20. 
Janowski, Bernd und Ego, Beate (Hrsg.): Das biblische Weltbild und seine altorientalischen 

Kontexte. 2001. Volume 32. 
Janowski, Bernd und Stuhlmacher, Peter (Hrsg.): Der Leidende Gottesknecht. 1996. 

Volume 14. 
Jauss, Hannelore: see Hermisson, Hans-Jürgen. 
Jeremias, Jörg: Hosea und Arnos. 1996. Volume 13. 
Kagerer, Bernhard: see Bodendorfer, Gerhard. 
Kiuchi, Nobuyoshi: A Study of Hata' and Hatta't in Leviticus 4-5. 2003. Volume II/2. 
Knierim, Rolf P.: Text and Concept in Leviticus 1:1-9. 1992. Volume 2. 
Köckert, Matthias: Leben in Gottes Gegenwart. 2004. Volume 43. 
Köhlmoos, Melanie: Das Auge Gottes. 1999. Volume 25. 
Koenen, Klaus: see Hermisson, Hans-Jürgen. 
Kratz, Reinhard Gregor: Kyros im Deuterojesaja-Buch. 1991. Volume 1. 
- : Das Judentum im Zeitalter des Zweiten Tempels. 2004. Volume 42. 
Lange, Armin: Vom prophetischen Wort zur prophetischen Tradition. 2002. Volume 34. 
Liess, Kathrin: Der Weg des Lebens. 2004. Volume 11/5. 
MacDonald, Nathan: Deuteronomy and the Meaning of „Monotheism". 2003. Volume 11/1. 



Forschungen zum Alten Testament 

Marttila, Marko: Collective Reinterpretation in the Psalms. 2006. Volume 11/13. 
Michel, Andreas: Gott und Gewalt gegen Kinder im Alten Testament. 2003. Volume 37. 
- : see Groß, Walter. 
Miliard, Matthias: Die Komposition des Psalters. 1994. Volume 9. 
- : see Bodendorfer, Gerhard. 
Miller, Patrick D.: The Way of the Lord. 2004. Volume 39. 
Müller, Reinhard: Königtum und Gottesherrschaft. 2004. Volume 11/3. 
Niemann, Hermann Michael: Herrschaft, Königtum und Staat. 1993. Volume 6. 
Otto, Eckart: Das Deuteronomium im Pentateuch und Hexateuch. 2001. Volume 30. 
Perlitt, Lothar: Deuteronomium-Studien. 1994. Volume 8. 
Podella, Thomas: Das Lichtkleid JHWHs. 1996. Volume 15. 
Pola, Thomas: Das Priestertum bei Sacharja. 2003. Volume 35. 
Rösel, Martin: Adonaj - Warum Gott 'Herr' genannt wird. 2000. Volume 29. 
Ruwe, Andreas: „Heiligkeitsgesetz" und „Priesterschrift". 1999. Volume 26. 
Sals, Ulrike: Die Biographie der „Hure Babylon". 2004. Volume 11/6. 
Schapen Joachim: Priester und Leviten im achämenidischen Juda. 2000. Volume 31. 
Schenker, Adrian (Hrsg.): Studien zu Opfer und Kult im Alten Testament. 1992. Volume 3. 
Schmidt, Brian B.: Israel's Beneficent Dead. 1994. Volume 11. 
Schöpflin, Karin: Theologie als Biographie im Ezechielbuch. 2002. Volume 36. 
Seeligmann, Isac Leo: The Septuagint Version of Isaiah and Cognate Studies. Edited by 

Robert Hanhart and Hermann Spieckermann. 2004. Volume 40. 
- : Gesammelte Studien zur Hebräischen Bibel. Herausgegeben von Erhard Blum mit 

einem Beitrag von Rudolf Smend. 2004. Volume 41. 
Spieckermann, Hermann: Gottes Liebe zu Israel. Volume 33. 
Steck, Odil Hannes: Gottesknecht und Zion. 1992. Volume 4. 
Stuhlmacher, Peter: see Janowski, Bernd. 
Süssenbach, Claudia: Der elohistische Psalter. 2005. Volume 11/7. 
Sweeney, Marvin A.: Form and Intertextuality in Prophetic and Apocalyptic Literature. 

2005. Volume 45. 
Vos, Christiane de: Klage als Gotteslob aus der Tiefe. 2005. Volume 11/11. 
Weber, Cornelia: Altes Testament und völkische Frage. 2000. Volume 28. 
Weippert, Manfred: Jahwe und die anderen Götter. 1997. Volume 18. 
Weyde, Karl William: The Appointed Festivals of YHWH. 2004. Volume II/4. 
White, Marsha C. : see Ehrlich, Carl S. 
Widmer, Michael: Moses, God, and the Dynamics of Intercessory Prayer. 2004. Band 11/8. 
Willi, Thomas: Juda - Jehud - Israel. 1995. Volume 12. 
Williamson, Hugh: Studies in Persian Period History and Historiography. 2004. Volume 38. 
Wilson, Kevin A.: The Campaign of Pharaoh Shoshenq I into Palestine. 2005. Volume 11/9. 
Young, Ian: Diversity in Pre-Exilic Hebrew. 1993. Volume 5. 
Zwickel, Wolfgang: Der Tempelkult in Kanaan und Israel. 1994. Volume 10. 

For a complete catalogue please write to the publisher 
Mohr Siebeck 'P.O. Box 2030 • D-72010 Tubingen/Germany 

Up-to-date information on the internet at www.mohr.de 


	Cover
	Titel 
	Preface
	Table of Contents
	CARL S. EHRLICH: Introduction
	Index of Sources
	Index of Names
	Index of Subjects



