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Chapter 1

Jewish Worship — Introduction and Methodology

1. Judaism in the First Century

Judaism in the first half of the first century CE at the time of Philo is a
complex and much-studied subject. Jews did not live only in Israel;! but
also — due to the Babylonian exile and because of trade links and other,
more peaceful reasons for emigration —had a history of several centuries of
settlements throughout the Roman empire and outside it, e.g. in Babylonia.
The Jewish settlements outside Israel are especially important for the pre-
sent study, and the term Diaspora will be used in the geographic sense to
describe these settlements, without immediate reference to the practices in
comparison with those in Israel.2

The sources, Jewish, Christian, and pagan, are numerous, and they offer
a wide variety of interpretations of Judaism. The epigraphic evidence sug-
gests that the regional differences were considerable, not only in the inter-
pretation of Judaism, but also in its practice. The archaeological remains
show similar variations from place to place.? Even the rabbinic sources,
written in retrospect, do not depict Judaism as uniform. On the other hand,
the sources all describe people who define themselves as Jewish. The Jews

1 The term Israel refers to the ‘homeland’ of the Jews, without political or precise
geographic implications.

2 The term Diaspora is useful to draw attention to the different perspective (not the
practice!) of Jews who could witness the Temple worship regularly and those who had
to travel to the Temple. As M. HENGEL has shown, esp. in Judentum und Hellenismus,
it is not possible to separate Israel from the Diaspora by applying such terms as ortho-
doxy versus Hellenism. While this view has been strongly disputed by scholars such as
L. H. FELDMAN, e.g. in “Palestinian and Diaspora Judaism”, 19-23, it is not possible to
separate Judaism in the first century CE into mainstream Judaism and a few sects. Al-
though some Jews, such as the Therapeutae and the Essenes, were described by other
Jews (e.g. Josephus) as sects, Philo likens them more to distinctive groups within Juda-
ism. For the present study the various traditions in Judaism will be examined for simi-
larities to those Philo describes.

3 For an attempt at interpreting (later) synagogue buildings cf. A. T. KRAABEL,
“Unity and Diversity”.
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were seen as a uniform group by the pagan environment, and they regarded
themselves as belonging together and as different from the pagan back-
ground. Josephus, for instance, although referring to parties and sects
within Judaism, never doubted that they basically belonged to Judaism.*
The reason for this is firstly their common ethnicity; but by the first cen-
tury CE the Jews also defined themselves — despite all differences in spe-
cific customs or interpretation — by their common traditions, above all the
Pentateuch, their links with Israel and Jerusalem, and especially their
monotheistic worship.> This monotheism is also one of the main features
distinguishing Judaism from the pagan religions

The views of Philo of Alexandria on Jewish worship, as one of the de-
fining aspects of Judaism, are studied here as a prime example of how
highly educated upper-class Jews living in one of the economically and
intellectually most important Hellenistic cities of the Roman empire defined
their Jewish identity in the context of the strong influences of the surround-
ing Greek culture. There is no doubt that Philo draws on the Hellenistic
traditions, but he is above all an exegete, who used a wide variety of reli-
gious and secular concepts in his interpretation of the Jewish Torah.¢ The
question of Philo’s audience cannot be answered here, but neither is it es-
sential to the understanding of his views. It is certain that Philo wrote for
the Jewish community in Alexandria, and whether he also included pagan
readers is not important here, as his Jewish readers, especially in Alexan-
dria, would be familiar with most of the Hellenistic concepts he used.”

Although after the first few centuries the works of Philo appear to have
ceased to be part of the Jewish tradition, in his own time he was seen as a
representative of the Alexandrian Jewish community; his political and eco-
nomic influence at this time is proved by his participation in the embassy to
the emperor Gaius Caligula, and although there is little direct contempo-
rary evidence of his intellectual acceptance, the fact that his writings were
preserved and disseminated for Josephus to draw on and for the Christians
to use shows that they were not rejected during the first centuries.

4 It is impossible to go into detail in this complex subject, but for a comprehensive
evaluation of the various degrees in which Jews in the Diaspora adapted to their envi-
ronment based on an analysis of a wide range of sources, see J. M. G. BARCLAY, Jews
in the Mediterranean Diaspora.

5 Cf. J. M. G. BARCLAY, Jews in the Mediterranean Diaspora, 402—444.

6 The number of introductory books and articles om Philo is immense
cf. D. T. RUNIA, Bibliography, but for a concise introduction to Philo and his writings
cf. R. ARNALDEZ, “Introduction générale”.

7 For a brief introduction to Philo’s writings and a discussion of a possible audience
for each cf. C. MONDESERT, “Philo of Alexandria”.



2. Sources, Methodology and Definition of Worship

2.1 Sources

The present study is aimed at understanding Philo alone, and is not in-
tended as a reconstruction of second Temple worship. Philo’s writings are,
therefore, the main source. Most have been preserved in the Greek origi-
nal, but some writings exist only in Armenian translations. The present
study focuses mainly on the Greek texts. The reason for this is twofold: the
nature of the Armenian texts, and the methodology of this study. The Ar-
menian texts are of two kinds: philosophical treatises and basic exegetical
commentaries on passages of the books of Genesis and Exodus. The phi-
losophical treatises (e.g. De animalibus) offer no insights on Jewish wor-
ship; and the commentaries on Genesis and Exodus cannot be used easily
in this study because of its method, which, as described below, is based on
Greek terms as guides for Philo’s works.! But many parts of the Armenian
commentaries are parallels to the Allegorical Commentary, preserved in
Greek. Therefore the present study uses the Greek fragments of the Quaes-
tiones and refers to the Armenian text of the commentaries only where it
offers important additional evidence.

In order to understand Philo, other sources must also be considered. The
individual problems of dating and regional provenance aside, background
information comes from many Jewish sources of the Hellenistic and Ro-
man period. First and foremost, the Septuagint influenced Philo’s use of
terms and his thought, but similar ideas to those expressed by Philo can
also be found among the sources preceding Philo, such as many Apocrypha
and Pseudepigrapha, the writings from Qumran, Hellenistic Jewish sources
such as Philo’s Egyptian predecessors Aristobulus and the Epistle of
Aristeas. Information can also be gathered from sources of the end of the
first century or later, such as the books of the New Testament and the writ-
ings of Josephus. The Mishnah, too, must be included, although its tradi-
tions are difficult to date and were assembled long after Philo.2

1 Cf e.g. R. MARCUS, Philo, Suppl. 11, 19: in note I he cannot decide which term is
used, whether Aatpela, dtakovia or another; cf. also J. LAPORTE, La doctrine eucha-
ristique, 61, also points out that the Armenian translation only gives limited hints of the
use of a Greek term.

2 J. NEUSNER, “The Use of the Mishnah”, has emphasised the difficulty of using the
Mishnah as a source for pre-70 Judaism, and his scepticism is certainly justified. But the
Mishnah definitely drew on older material and is used in the present study only to find
analogues for the rites and interpretations described by Philo, not for the purpose of pre-
cise dating.
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All these sources are searched according to whether they can offer par-
allels to the customs and interpretations found in Philo. Especially in the
case of the later writings, such as the Mishnah, judgement about the date or
the precise provenance of a tradition and about its relationship to Philo is
suspended: the main purpose is to find parallels to Philo’s views.3

In addition to the Jewish sources, information on pagan (especially an-
cient Greek and Hellenistic) religion is included to complete the back-
ground of Philo’s picture. It goes without saying that the pagan cults in the
Roman Empire cannot be described under a single umbrella. However,
because Alexandria was a Hellenistic foundation, it can be said that the
influences of the Greek way of life on the upper classes were stronger than
either the Roman or Egyptian links. Any attempt to describe Jewish wor-
hip in Philo must consider the pagan equivalents to the rites he mentions
and their interpretation in order to determine the extent to which he uses
Jewish and Greek material. Greek civic cults and popular piety offer an
equivalent to the literal Jewish rites Philo knew, and philosophical writings
frequently present commentaries on Greek religion.

In this context one cannot always determine whether Philo drew on pa-
gan or Jewish sources himself or whether he used material in which that
connection had already been made. It is quite possible that Philo represents
an Alexandrian school of thought which combined Jewish and pagan tradi-
tions.4 The present study cannot solve this problem, but will present
Philo’s perspective independently of the possibility that Philo, to a greater
or lesser extent, followed Alexandrian predecessors. The basic assumption
is that, unless Philo distances himself explicitly from a certain view, every-
thing he wrote corresponds to his own convictions.

Of the sources used here only a small number are directly contemporary
with Philo. But to restrict this study to those would mean to separate Philo
from the intellectual environment in which he lived. Most sources used
here are from the centuries before he lived. Some are later; their use is jus-
tified as they reflect practices and ideas relevant beyond their own time. If

3 For basic background information on Judaism in Greco-Roman times, see
W. Bousser, Die Religion des Judentums, M. HENGEL, Judentum und Hellenismus,
J. Juster, Les Juifs; E. SCHURER, The history; more recently, E. P. SANDERS, Judaism
and Jewish Law.

4 Cf. W. BOUSSET, Jiidisch-chris tlicher Schulbetrieb, argues that it is possible to dis-
tinguish certain school traditions in Philo’s writings; the details of his source criticism
have not been accepted by later scholars. The idea of Philo’s sources has been widely
accepted, see H. CHADWICK, “St. Paul and Philo”, 290 f; “Philo”, 138. There are attempts
to specify Philo’s sources, e.g. R. HAMERTON-KELLY, “Sources and Traditions™;
R. GouLEt, La philosophie de Moise, attempts a reconstruction of pre-Philonic commen-
taries; cf. the sceptic review of D. T. Runia, JTS 40; further literature on the topic is
found in E. B “What Does Philo Mean?”, 537.
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there are parallels they can be pointed out, even if a direct dependence
cannot be proved, In order to understand Philo it is necessary to compare
his solutions to the questions he faced with the approach of others who
wrote before and after him, especially as his social and geographic position
permitted him to tap into a wide variety of oral and written sources,

2.2 Brief survey of scholarship

There are no studies specifically on Philo’s views on worship, Some of the
studies on Philo’s use of Greek and Jewish traditions, however, have
touched the subject, It is not necessary to go into detail about them here, as
their positions on detailed aspects of worship are discussed in this study in
the footnotes in the context of the texts they refer to, But a few general
comments are necessary to identify the general framework of scholarship.
The first scholar to be mentioned in the context of Philo’s views of wor-
ship and of Jewish traditions in general is Isaac Heinemann.® In 1932 he
attempted to reconstruct Philo’s intellectual background and drew to a
great extent on Philo’s attitude to various aspects of worship to argue that
Philo defined himself mainly with recourse to Hellenistic traditions, In
1947, H, A, Woifson expanded this view in his comprehensive work on
Philo as a Hellenistic philosopher.® Similarly E. R. Goodenough’ argued
for a close link with Hellenistic traditions, although he attempted to depict
Philo against the background of a Hellenistic Judaism, which had already
made the connection to pagan traditions and which vanished with the in-
creasing influence of rabbinic Judaism, A few years later, in 1940, Samuel
Belkin,® on the other hand, argued that many of Philo’s references to the
Laws are related to ancient Jewish traditions which have been preserved in
later rabbinic traditions, Since then, scholarship on Philo can be attributed
to one of three basic positions: Philo as a more or less independent Helle-
nistic philosopher, Philo as representing a whole Hellenistic Jewish com-
munity’s approach, and Philo as representative of many proto-rabbinic tra-
ditions Thus Naomi Cohen attempted to find in Philo’s writings references
to ancient rabbinic traditions® in Hellenistic guise, while Richard Goulet
reconstructed a whole Hellenistic commentary from Philo’s books.'® And
Horst Moehring' traces Philo’s arithmological argument back to a Py-

* I. HEINEMANN, Philom Bildung.

S H. A. WOLFSON, Philo.

"E. R. GOODENOUGH, By Light, Light!; “The Political Philosophy of Hellenistic
Kingship”.

8 S. BELKIN, Philo.

*E.g. N. G. CoHEN, Philo Judaeus.

R, GOULET, La philosophie de Moise.

'H. R. MoeHRINO, “Arithmology as an Exegetical Tool”.
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thagorean commentary. These are just a few of the great number of studies
on individual aspects of Philo’s Judaism.

All these attempts have a point, but if Philo is seen as deriving his views
exclusively from one or the other, they miss the mark (although few of
these studies would see Philo from such a strong bias). Philo cannot be
seen exclusively in terms of Jewish or Greek influence, and it is more than
likely that this can also be said about the Judaism he represents. He used
all the traditions at his disposal. It is unlikely that he made distinctions
between the traditions he regarded as true, Greek or Jewish, with the one
exception of the Mosaic Torah, which as divine Scripture held a special
status, as will be seen below. For the present purpose, Philo’s views on
worship are studied and an attempt is made to trace his views to Greek or
Jewish traditions without attempting judgment about Philo’s cultural con-
nections. Philo was a Jew of his time, and he represented a certain aspect
of the Judaism of his time and his community, even if later Jews rejected
him and his writings.

2.3 Methodology

The method used in this study combines commentary and systematic study.
First and above all the Philonic texts are described. This has the advantage
of presenting Philo’s view as a whole. Until now, there has been no sys-
tematic study of Philo’s view on worship; scholars have studied single is-
sues in Philo, such as prayer of petition!2 or thanksgiving;!? single issues in
Philo in the context of a discussion of other writings;'* or they have ex-
tracted pieces of information from Philo for a description of Second Tem-
ple worship.13 As G. Sellin points out, to use Philo as a mere “Steinbruch”
instead of following his train of thought in a lectio continua does not do
justice to his writings.16

Jewish worship is a vast subject under any circumstance, but especially
so in an author such as Philo, whose writings have been preserved in such
great quantity. The texts are selected according to the definition of worship
described below (1.2.4), using G. Mayer’s Index Philoneus and The Philo

12 Thus C. W. LARSON, “Prayer of Petition”.

13 Cf. the comprehensive book of J. LAPORTE, La doctrine eucharistique.

14 H. WENSCHKEWITZ, “Die Spiritualisierung der Kultusbegriffe”, uses Philo to ex-
plain the New Testament.

15 One among the many who draw on Philo for a considerable part of their description
of Judaism and Jewish practices is E. P. SANDERS in Jewish Law and Judaism.

16 G. SELLIN, “Gotteserkenntnis”, 17f, points out the difficulty of a systematic reading
of Philo.
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Index by P. Borgen et al.17 After a brief linguistic introduction Philo’s use
of the Greek terms is described. Passages where Philo merely quotes the
bible or describes a biblical story about worship are mentioned only
briefly.

As far as possible, the passages are presented in context. This means
that when Philo describes topics such as the festivals or the sacrifices in a
certain order, that order is maintained, and only then are other, smaller pas-
sages on the same topic added. The Philonic context takes priority, and
other authors (ancient and modern) relevant to the Philonic text are dis-
cussed, in agreement or disagreement, mainly in the footnotes. This means,
however, that a number of significant modern contributions are not re-
ferred to coherently according to their own system, but are distributed over
a number of different footnotes in various Philonic contexts. On the other
hand, if a Philonic passage contains references to more than one aspect of
worship, it is discussed in several chapters from different perspectives.

At the end of each sub-chapter a conclusion summarises the main points
of the individual topics for Philo’s idea of worship as a whole; and in chap-
ter V the conclusion describes Philo’s view of worship in the context of
Judaism and paganism in the first century CE in order to study Philo’s mo-
tives for presenting Judaism in the way he does. Philo’s approach to the
subject is compared to parallels from his time.

2.4 Definition of Worship

Before beginning the search of Philo’s work a very concise definition of
the question is needed. But the problems start with this definition of the
term worship, for depending on the definition, the results can vary drasti-
cally, as McKay shows in her book Sabbath and Synagogue. She defines
worship as “rites and rituals which pay homage, with adoration and awe, to
a particular god or gods”. These rites include sacrifices, dancing, singing,
“[...] reading or reciting sacred texts, prayers and blessings.” But she adds:
“Reading, studying and explaining sacred texts I do not necessarily regard
as worship unless given a place in a planned session of worship.”18 McKay
insists that her “[...] definition of worship depends on the worshippers’
awareness that they are communally addressing their worship activities to
their god”.'® This definition is derived from modern, external criteria, and
accordingly McKay concludes that “there is no unequivocal evidence that
the sabbath was a day of worship for non-priestly Jews certainly as far as

17 P. BORGEN ef al., Index, was published after the completion of this thesis. It is in
many ways more user-friendly than G. MAYER, /ndex, and it includes the Greek frag-
ments of the Quaestiones; therefore it is quoted with G. MAYER.

184 A. McKayY, Sabbath and Synagogue, 3.

19H A. McKAY, Sabbath and Synagogue, 248.
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the end of the second century of the Common Era, Public, collective wor-
ship was an annual, or daily, but not a weekly, activity”. ° As is apparent in
chapter 11,2 of the present study, most Second Temple Jews, and especially
Philo, would have been surprised by McKay’s conclusion that there was no
worship on the Sabbath, although her conclusion is consistent with her
definition; this demonstrates the danger of applying an external definition
of worship to Second Temple Judaism.

The arbitrariness of defining worship according to modern concepts can
be seen from the absence of a uniform definition of worship: each scholar
defines the subject with greater or lesser recourse to general scholarship.
S, Holm-Nielsen offers another (modern) definition, which differs from
McKay’s: “‘Cult’ and ‘liturgy” together form ‘worship’”, with cult as “pri-
mary concept” and liturgy as “secondary concept” which transforms the
individual cult into the communal worship,?' Collins Dictionary of the
English Language defines worship as “religious adoration or devotion, [...]
the formal expression of religious adoration; rites, prayers, etc,, [...] admir-
ing love or devotion.”? For the present study, the appropriate meaning is
the second, “the formal expression of religious adoration; rites, prayers,
etc,” The possibilities of variation in modern definitions are endless, and
they are not helpful as a guide through the considerable amount of material
preserved from Philo, although they have a certain merit for evaluating
results in retrospect.

A different approach is to follow the use of an ancient term for worship
Although biblical Hebrew does not use nouns for worship as an abstract
concept but rather refers to the acts associated with it,”® the main Hebrew
term used for cultic worship, as R, de Vaux points out, is #7123y, which can
refer to the profane service to a king (1 Chr, 26,30) as well as to serving
God in worship (Ex 3,12; 9,1,13), especially in the Tabernacle (Ex, 30,16)
or the Temple (Ez, 44,14),>* In later times the term was used to describe
the whole of Jewish worship, but Jewish worship specifically, as expressed
in the words attributed to Simon the Just in the Mishnah (Avot 1,2), that
the world depends “[..,] on Torah study, on the worship and on good
deeds” (@70 nyomaa DYy TN PP TINR BY).25

2 H. A. McKay, Sabbath and Synagogue, 251.

21'S. HoLM-NIELSEN, Hodaydot, 333.

2 Cf. P. Hanks (ed.), Collins Dictionary of the English Language, 1750.

B Cf. J. NEUSNER, The Idea of Purity, 2.

24 R. DE VAUX, Ancient Israel, 271.

3 C TavLor, Sayings of the Jewish Fathers, 12, argues that the passage originally
referred to the Temple worship (Simon was High Priest), but that certain later tradition
linked it with Prov. 15.8 and identified prayer with ;173w (Pirg. R. Eliez. 16).
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The Septuagint uses various terms for the translation of 7712y, Aatpeia,
dovleia, or Aettovpyia.?® The term dovicia is closely related to the idea
of slavery, for which reason the Greeks and Philo avoided it in the reli-
gious context.?”” In Philo’s writings it occurs frequently as “slavery”, “ser-
vitude”, but almost never in connection with Jewish worship.?® The term
Aeitovpyia is an important term for worship, for Philo and for the Septua-
gint; however, it refers to the Temple rites as performed by the priests and
Levites, not to the worship of lay-people outside the Temple.” For these
reasons neither term is appropriate to describe the whole of Jewish wor-
ship, and of the three terms used in the Septuagint the closest equivalent
for the concept of worship as service to the Jewish God is Aatpsia.*®

Another potentially important Greek term for worship rituals is
Opnoxkeia, but it occurs only five times in Philo, once as empty ‘“ritual”
before holiness, once as “observance” in general and three times in the
context of pagan worship (once as pagan worship and twice referring to the
Temple before Gaius).? It does not contribute to Philo’s understanding of
worship. The most general term for worship in Philo is Oepaneia,®? but it
refers mainly to general, more abstract and philosophical, veneration of
God, which can at times express itself in the particular rites of Jewish wor-
ship, but can equally be used for pagan veneration of the stars.** On the
whole, Ogpaneia is a positive term, but it does not provide a defining out-
line for specific Jewish worship. Therefore the fundamental terms of the
present study are Aatpsic and Aotpedw®, not Bgpamein, although Philo
uses the former much less frequently than the latter.>

%0Ontheissueofthetranslationoftheroot 7avinthe Septuagint, see S. DANIEL, Re-
cherches, 55-92, 102-117.

2 On the Septuagint use cf, S. DANIEL, Recherches, 102-104; on the general Helle-
nistic and Philo’s specific use cf. A. HILHORsT, ““Servir Dieu’”, 179-181.

28 Cf. G. MAYER, Index, 82; P. BOROEN et al., Index, 95 f.

2 S. DANIEL, Recherches, 104-108; A. HILHORST, ““Servir Dieu””’, 186-189;
G. MAYER, Index, 173; P. BOROEN et al., Index, 205.

3 A. HiLHORST, ““Servir Dieu™, 183-185, 191, calls it the “traduction normale de
‘bd" in the Septuagint (184), although its religious use in Greek is rare, and HILHORST
supposes that its use in the Septuagint is a conscious separation from Greek use.

M Det.21;Fug.41;Spec.Leg. 1315; Leg.ad Galum 232,298; cf. G. MAYER, Index,
144, P. BOROEN et al., Index, 174.

32 In ancient Greek the term is used to describe “servile activities” or in the context of
the cult of Asklepios or in oriental cults it refers to the worshipper as servant of the deity,
see H. W. PLEKET, “Religious History", 159-161.

33 Cf. H.-G. SCHONFELD, “Zum Begriff “Therapeutai’, 222 f, A. HILHORST, ““Servir
Dieu™, 181-183,191.

3 Cf. G. MAYER, Index, 142 on 8spansia and related terms and 172 on Aazpeia
etc.; P. BOROEN et al., Index, 204 and 171 f.



3. Philo’s Use of Aatpeia

The term Aatpeio had a firmly established meaning at the time of the Sec-
ond Temple; it remains to be seen in which way Philo and his environment
use the term.

3.1 Linguistic background

According to the Greek lexicon of Liddell and Scott, there are three differ-
ent meanings in ancient Greek for the verb Aatpevw: firstly, “to work for
hire or pay (Solon 13.48); to be in servitude (Xen. Cyr 3.1,36)” (this refers
to the free employee of a paying master); secondly, “to be subject to, be
bound / enslaved to (Soph. Tr. 35), to serve (Id. E1.131)”; and thirdly “to
serve the gods with prayers and sacrifices (Eur. lon 152; Ib. 129)”. This
can refer to any person serving the gods with sacrifices or in any other
way. The noun has equivalent meanings: “service (Aesch. Pr. 966), servi-
tude and worship (Plat. Apol. 23 B; Phaedr. 244 E, LXX and NT)”.! It is
noteworthy that the Greek term Aatpig is used frequently to describe the
service of priests of a particular deity or Temple servants or slaves, and
there is inscriptional evidence from Argos for Aatpeia as service to the
Jewish God.?

In an attempt to define a “state cult” for Athens, S. Aleshire stresses the
problem that there is no specific term for “cult” in Greek, and that the term
Aatpeia is often used for it indiscriminately, irrespectively of the fact that
the modern concept may not apply to the ancient Greeks’ way of thinking.
She admits, however, that

“[...] the concept of cult is, nevertheless, useful and may be employed to say some-
thing significant about Greek religion if we remember that it is no more than an ana-
lytical tool of modern scholarship. [...] we may define ‘cult’ as a complex of religious
activities concentrated on one or more deities or heroes and including prayer, ritual,
sacrifice, and dedication. We must be careful, however, to avoid an excessive rigid
system of categories.”?

For this reason, the term was eminently suitable for use by the Septuagint
translators to denote the various activities of Jewish worship, as described
above. In this sense it also corresponds to the above-given definition of the
Collins dictionary (p. 8).

The term Aotpeia was not an unimportant term for the Jews of Philo’s
time. Due to the Septuagint the term Aatpeia was used for the specific

1 For the verb and the noun, see H. G. LIDDELL and R. SCOTT, Lexicon, 1032,
2 Proof texts in H. W. PLEKET, “Religious History”, 163-166.
3 S. B. ALESHIRE, “Towards a definition of ‘state cult’”, 12.
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