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Introduction

This book presents my views on biblical historiography� By historiography I mean 
date of composition of biblical texts that deal with the “history” of Ancient Israel, the 
stage-setting behind them and the goals of their authors – both ideologically and theo-
logically� I put the term “history” in quotation marks because I use it to refer to the 
biblical authorsʼ perceptions of the past, which do not correspond to modern scholar-
shipʼs use of the term� Biblical “history” embraces mythical eras and even for historical 
periods close to the time of the authors, it is dictated by theology and royal ideology�

The study of the history of Ancient Israel – and hence biblical historiography – is 
based on three pillars: biblical exegesis, archaeology and the records of the ancient 
Near East� I was not trained in biblical exegesis; I entered this field gradually, increas-
ingly over the last two decades, almost always from the vantage point of archaeology� 
The power of archaeology is evident; unlike many of the biblical texts, which were 
written centuries after events (or alleged events) took place, archaeology – if practiced 
properly in the field – supplies “real time” evidence� Once the spade is in the ground, 
and the archeologist is in control of chronology – relative and absolute – the finds 
speak the economic, social and material culture of the given period�

Twenty years ago, I published my book (together with Neil A� Silberman) The 
Bible Unearthed: Archaeologyʼs New Vision of Ancient Israel and the Origin of Its 
Sacred Texts, which focused on biblical historiography in the days of King Josiah of 
Judah� Since then, I have taken two significant steps – one backward and one forward� 
My step backward is that I now see the beginning of biblical historiography as reflect-
ing the realities and ideology of the Northern Kingdom in the first half of the 8th 
century BCE� This is a major change in my perception both chronologically and the-
matically� Chronologically, it “closes” the gap between early phases in the history of 
Israel and Judah and the first composition of biblical texts� Thematically, it explains 
the incorporation of Northern texts in the Southern Bible and sheds light on the emer-
gence of central concepts in the text, such as the Conquest of Canaan and the United 
Monarchy� In the step forward I refer to my interest in late biblical historiography – the 
Books of Ezra, Nehemiah and Chronicles� To differ from the conventional wisdom of 
recent scholarship, which locates their composition in the Persian and/or early Helle-
nistic periods, I suggest they be understood as representing the territorial ideology of 
the Hasmoneans in the late 2nd century BCE� The reader should note that because of 
my emphasis on early North Israelite and Hasmonean compositions, the most import-
ant phase in biblical historiography – Judah of the late 7th century – is somewhat 
under-represented; this can be remedied by reverting to The Bible Unearthed�

The book consists of 30 chapters, most of which were published as articles, mainly 
in recent years (only three were published before 2010, only seven before 2015; see the 
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2 Introduction

List of First Publications at the end of this volume)� I have left the articles and their 
bibliographies basically as originally published, but they were standardized in terms 
of style for this volume; in particular, toponyms that occur in the Bible now as a rule 
follow their spelling in the Revised Standard Version (RSV)� I added some cross-ref-
erences in the notes; in many chapters I have also added an addendum which updates 
the reader about data from the field and my views on the matters discussed� Seven of 
these chapters were co-authored and in these cases the name of the co-author appears 
under the title� One chapter – on the Philistines in the Bible (ch� 27) – was written 20 
years ago; I have therefore decided to update it� Two chapters – on Nehemiah (ch� 29) 
and Chronicles (ch� 30) – present newly written, updated summaries of my views, 
based on past articles; I decided not to reprint the original papers, as they already 
appeared in my 2018 SBL book Hasmonean Realities behind Ezra, Nehemiah, and 
Chronicles: Archaeological and Historical Perspectives� In addition to the introduction 
and summary, two chapters – on writing in Ancient Israel (ch� 2) and the Acts of 
Solomon in 1 Kings (ch� 26) – were written especially for this book�

In structuring the volume I needed to decide between two options� The first was 
to follow the biblical concept of the history of Ancient Israel – from Patriarchs to 
Exodus, the rise of Ancient Israel, the “period” of the Judges, the monarchic era and 
the events following the destruction of Jerusalem� The second was to adhere to my 
understanding of biblical historiography – from the Northern Kingdom of the early 
8th century, via Judah of the late 8th to late 7th century, to Hasmonean times in the 
late 2nd century BCE� The second option – the more logical from the scholarly point 
of view – is difficult to realize, as many of the chapters deal with stratified texts that 
represent different periods (see, for instance, the chapters on the major judges)� I 
therefore took the middle road: in the first parts of the book (Parts II to V), I follow 
the biblical notion, starting with Pentateuchal historiography and then move on to 
the rise of Early Israel, the heroic tales in Judges and the Saul–Benjamin traditions� In 
the last parts of the book (Parts VI to VIII) I adhere to my understanding of biblical 
historiographic compositions – from Jeroboam II to John Hyrcanus�

Before I close this short introduction, I wish to thank Oded Lipschits, Thomas 
Römer, Neil A� Silberman and Lily Singer-Avitz for allowing me to reprint the articles 
which I co-authored with them� Special thanks go to Thomas Römer, who co- authored 
four of the articles which appear in this book� My work with Thomas is perceived by 
many as an example of critical and fruitful cooperation between a biblical scholar and 
an archaeologist, not to mention that we have recently expanded this cooperation to 
work in the field – in the excavations of Kiriath-jearim� Many of the views expressed 
in this book were shaped by discussions with friends, colleagues and students� Among 
the former I wish to mention Oded Lipschits, Nadav Naʼaman and Benjamin Sass� 
 I am also grateful to the editors of the journals and books in which my articles orig-
inally appeared for permitting me to reprint them here� Finally, special thanks go 
to Samuel Arnet for his meticulous, high-quality and uncompromising copyediting, 
typesetting and indexing�
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1

History, Historicity and Historiography in Ancient Israel

1. A Brief History of Research

In the reconstruction of Ancient Israelʼs history, the pendulum has swung back and 
forth in the last two centuries between the two poles of traditional and critical inter-
pretations� The tense dispute preceded archaeological research� It commenced with 
Spinozaʼs critical exegesis over three and half centuries ago and peaked in the 19th 
century with Wellhausen and others� On the side of archaeology, much of the early 
work in Palestine, by Sellin and Petrie, for example, had been professional, that is, 
not subjected to an uncritical reading of the biblical text� This changed with the rise 
of the Albright-dominated traditional biblical archaeology in the early 1920s, which 
was aimed at fighting-off critical theories and proving biblical history to be an accu-
rate account of the past� Israeli archaeologists, first and foremost Yadin, joined this 
camp in the 1950s for cultural rather than theological reasons� Conservative biblical 
archaeology held the upper hand for much of the 20th century� The reaction has been 
an ultra-critical (“minimalist”) approach that appeared in the 1990s, arguing against 
the traditional use of archaeology in reconstructing the history of Ancient Israel in 
the Iron Age and advocating the view that biblical texts which refer to the history 
of Ancient Israel were all compiled in the Persian and Hellenistic periods and thus 
have no real value for understanding earlier periods�1 And since minimalism is about 
oneʼs approach to the biblical text, “accusing” archaeologists of being minimalists2 
demonstrates a misunderstanding of the entire discipline� Parallel to the work of the 
minimalists, a school which can be described as promoting a “view from the center” 
has developed� Members of this school, to which I belong, take a critical attitude 
toward both text and archaeology, but differ from the minimalists in arguing that a 
significant number of biblical records date to late-monarchic times, and that some 
accounts preserve memories of earlier days in the Iron Age�3 Needless to say, the “view 
from the center” group is far from being homogeneous�4

As could have been expected, the expansion of the critical approach, especially the 

1 E�g�, Davies 1992; Thompson 1999�
2 Garfinkel 2011�
3 For this approach, which has recently been ingeniously described by Jean-Marie Durand 

in French as deconstruction positive, see, e�g�, Finkelstein and Silberman 2001; Liverani 2005; 
Miller and Hayes 2006; Naʼaman 2006; Knauf 2013�

4 See, e�g�, Naʼaman 2010a; Finkelstein 2010�
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6 Part I: Overviews

one “from the center,” which has been conceived, in a way, as posing a greater threat, 
brought about a series of attempts to prove it wrong and to re-establish a conservative 
reconstruction of the history of Ancient Israel� Ironically, though the neo-traditional-
ists are all archaeologists, their interpretation is text-based; their advances can be seen 
as a revival of the Albright schoolʼs assault on late 19th/early 20th century develop-
ments in critical biblical research in Europe and yet again, they come from different 
cultural milieus� The current conservative trend is best demonstrated by recent claims 
that:

– The palace of King David has been found in the City of David in Jerusalem;5
– Finds at Khirbet Qeiyafa in the Shephelah provide evidence for a developed king-

dom in Judah in the 10th century BCE and can be read against the background of 
biblical texts ostensibly describing events which had taken place at that time;6 the 
ostracon retrieved there demonstrates the possibility of composition of biblical texts 
as early as the 10th century BCE;7

– Copper production at Khirbet en-Naḥas and Timnaʽ in the Arabah is connected to 
the economic endeavors of King Solomon�8

More subtle but no less misleading are interpretations of sets of data from past exca-
vations, for instance regarding the “Israelite fortresses” in the Negev Highlands,9 and 
concerning an ostensible change in the settlement patterns of the 10th century BCE 
which was interpreted as indicating the organization of a developed kingdom in 
Ancient Israel�10 Both examples demonstrate incorrect methodology, because they 
select and set the data in a way that leads to the requested result�11

2. How to “View from the Center”?

Traditional biblical archaeology and reconstruction of the history of Ancient Israel 
are based on accepting the most basic perception of the author of the text – that the 
history of Ancient Israel from the patriarchs in Genesis to the Return in Ezra and 
Nehemiah is a genuine description of a sequential history of the nation� This is not 
the case;12 I tend to look at biblical history from a point of view once described by the 

5 E� Mazar 2007; 2009; rejoinder in Finkelstein et al� 2007�
6 E�g�, Garfinkel, Kreimerman, and Zilberg 2016; rejoinders in Naʼaman 2012a; Finkelstein 

and Fantalkin 2012; Fantalkin and Finkelstein 2017; Finkelstein and Piasetzky 2015�
7 Galil 2009; Puech 2010; rejoinders in Rollston 2011; Millard 2011�
8 E�g�, Levy et al� 2008; Ben Yosef 2016, returning to Glueckʼs 1940s ideas about Solomon the 

copper king�
9 Faust 2006, proven wrong by recent radiocarbon dates that put the sites in the 9th cen-

tury BCE, see Boaretto et al� 2010�
10 Faust 2006�
11 Finkelstein 2005�
12 Römer 2014�

FAT148-Finkelstein_2021-10-17.indb   6FAT148-Finkelstein_2021-10-17.indb   6 17.10.21   14:5117.10.21   14:51



71. History, Historicity and Historiography in Ancient Israel

French annals scholar Marc Bloch as histoire regressive� The idea is that in a situation 
of uncertainty (and stories such as the patriarchs, Exodus and conquest clearly belong 
to this category) the researcher must base him/herself in a period for which the tes-
timony – historical, economic, social and material culture – is well-defined, and only 
then start reconstructing back, step by step� In the case of Ancient Israel, the safest 
period to serve as a point of departure is the time of the first authors in Jerusalem, that 
is, in late-monarchic days (more below)� Keeping to the “rules” I will describe below, 
this reconstruction must be done with as reliable a grip as possible over the question 
of transmission of traditions, oral and/or written and the ideological/theological goals 
of the authors�

In certain cases, intuitively traditional biblical archaeologists and historians inher-
ited another concept from the authors – that episodes in the history of Ancient Israel 
were unique in the chronicles of the Levant� Yet the history of Canaan/Israel cannot 
be detached from events and processes in the surrounding lands in the ancient Near 
East and the eastern Mediterranean� The most obvious example is the necessity of 
dealing with the destructions at the end of the Late Bronze Age not as singular local 
(“conquest”) occurrence, but rather as part of the broader phenomenon of the “Crisis 
Years” in the eastern Mediterranean�13 I believe that archaeology – especially what it 
tells us about settlement history, forces the researcher to view the history of Canaan/
Israel along the lines of another French annals concept, that of the longue durée� 
According to this notion, many of the processes that characterize the region in the 
Bronze and Iron Ages – at least until the Assyrian takeover – were of a cyclical nature, 
influenced by geographical conditions� This is true for waves of settlement and periods 
of decline in the highlands and the arid zones, as well as cycles of urban growth and 
collapse in the lowlands�

The crucial question, of course, is what to do when archaeology and the biblical 
text provide conflicting stories� In such a case, which of the two has the upper hand, 
and do we need to seek a “winner”?14 For archaeology, two factors are dominant: 
(1) intensity of the evidence, including the size of the area exposed and, in the case 
of a large site, good representation of the different parts of the settlement;15 (2) good 
control over the data; only in the case of secure stratigraphy, clear ceramic assem-
blage and good radiocarbon dates does archaeology provide reliable, unbiased, real-
time evidence� Yet, it goes without saying that even in near perfect conditions the 
archaeological evidence may be open to different cultural and historical interpreta-
tions� Regarding the text the most important question is the time span between the 
ostensible events described and the period of composition� In the case of chrono-
logical proximity and texts of a chronistic nature (that is, free of theological stances 
expressed in, e�g�, speeches and prophecies), the text may be regarded as providing 

13 Ward and Sharp Joukowsky 1992; Cline 2015�
14 See the discussion in Naʼaman 2010a; Finkelstein 2010�
15 For the case of Bethel, see in Naʼaman 2010a; Finkelstein 2010�
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dependable evidence� When the ostensible events are centuries earlier than the time of 
authorship, and the account is not chronistic in nature, the text is less likely to provide 
reliable testimony of the past� All this means that in the case of Ancient Israel we are 
not dealing with a black-and-white situation and there is no single, checklist attitude 
to the question of historicity; each case must be dealt with according to its specific 
circumstances (examples below)�

Having set the stage, I now wish to turn to what I see as the basic rules of thumb 
that must be taken into consideration when dealing with biblical history�

2�1 Itʼs All about Dating

In order to properly use archaeology in historical reconstruction one needs to be in 
full control of absolute chronology� By “full control” I mean the following inseparable 
trio: data must come from secure stratigraphic context, with good command of rela-
tive chronology, that is, of the ceramic assemblage that originates from this context, 
which must be radiocarbon dated� In other words, since the association of a historical 
event with archaeological finds such as destruction layers is a tricky endeavor and 
because some of the biblical texts on which scholars build their theories cannot be 
dealt with as straightforward historical accounts, reliable and independent absolute 
chronology is mandatory� It can be achieved mainly by deploying a rigorous program 
of radiocarbon dating�

The problem is that radiocarbon dating typically results in an uncertainty of several 
decades, which – in the case of biblical history – may lead to utterly different histori-
cal reconstructions� One obvious example is the dating of the late Iron IIA palaces at 
Megiddo: a difference of 70–80 years (say, between ca� 940 and 860 BCE) puts them 
in utterly different settings: either at the time of the supposed United Monarchy or in 
the days of the Omride Dynasty of the Northern Kingdom� An even tighter situation 
is the dating of finds in the north to the first or second half of the 9th century (e�g�, 
between ca� 850 and 830 BCE!), the former in the days of the Omrides and the latter 
in the period of Damascene hegemony in the region� A third example is the dating 
of activity in the Negev Highlands sites; putting their main period of occupation in 
the mid-10th century or in the first half to the middle of the 9th century results in a 
different geopolitical situation vis-à-vis the Sheshonq I campaign, copper production 
in the Arabah and the period of Damascene hegemony in the southern Levant�16 Here, 
then, is what needs to be done in order to deploy radiocarbon dating successfully:

– Only short-lived samples (grain seeds, olive pits, etc�) should be dated� Charcoal is 
risky because it may lead to “old wood effect,” that is, the sample may come from a 
piece of old timber, reused many decades if not centuries after the tree was felled�

16 Boaretto et al� 2010; Shahack Gross et al� 2014�
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– The sample must include more than a single item (seed, olive pit), which may have 
been displaced in antiquity�

– Dating according to a single radiocarbon determination is not reliable because a 
sole result can always be an outlier�

– Dating of a site should preferably be done in a sequence of ceramic phases or strata, 
because setting the results in a Bayesian model and imposing the stratigraphy on 
the data can significantly diminish uncertainties� This can be achieved by arranging 
dates from different (preferably neighboring) sites whose relative sequence can be 
correlated according to their pottery assemblages,17 or by deploying data for a dense 
sequence of well-separated strata at a single site�18

– In the case of a single-layer site, the results should best be set into a regional context, 
with layers representing a sequence of ceramic phases� Note, for example, Khirbet 
Qeiyafa in the Shephelah: when dated alone, the results fall in the second half of the 
11th century;19 when put in context (especially versus Iron I sites in its vicinity) the 
site is dated in the first half of the 10th century BCE�20

– Averaging of results can be done only when there is reason to believe that the sam-
ples represent a short period of no more than a few years in the history of a given 
settlement� If this is not the case, the results must be plotted rather than averaged�21

Diverting from these rules may lead to mistaken dates, that is, erroneous historical 
settings�

2�2 The Israel–Judah Dichotomy

When reconstructing the history of Ancient Israel, differences between southern and 
northern traditions embedded in the Bible must be taken into consideration�22 Of 
course, the biblical text reflects a southern perspective; this is discernible, for example, 
in the arrangement of the Book of Genesis: the patriarchal narrative opens with the 
southern Abraham who is made the grandfather of the northern Jacob� In the so-called 
Deuteronomistic History all northern kings are evaluated negatively and in the Books 
of Chronicles the Northern Kingdom is almost totally ignored� This southern rework-
ing of Israelite traditions has influenced scholars, who in many cases “inherited” the 
southern perspective�

Yet, extra-biblical texts and archaeology both demonstrate that historically, Israel 
had been the leading force among the Hebrew kingdoms� Israel was demographically 
and economically developed long before Judah� The northern territories on both sides 

17 E�g�, Finkelstein and Piasetzky 2010�
18 For Megiddo, see Toffolo et al� 2014�
19 Garfinkel et al� 2012�
20 Finkelstein and Piasetzky 2015�
21 Opposing views in Garfinkel et al� 2012; Finkelstein and Piasetzky 2015�
22 E�g�, Fleming 2012�

FAT148-Finkelstein_2021-10-17.indb   9FAT148-Finkelstein_2021-10-17.indb   9 17.10.21   14:5117.10.21   14:51



10 Part I: Overviews

of the Jordan River had already been densely settled in the Iron I, when the marginal 
Judean highlands were still depleted demographically� At that time the population 
ratio between the highlands parts of Israel (including the Gilead) and Judah can be 
estimated at 25:1! Even in the mid-8th century (that is, before the takeover of the 
Gilead by Damascus), the demographic ratio between Israel and Judah can be esti-
mated at ca� 4:1�23 Judah started developing in a significant way in the end-phase of 
the late Iron IIA (late 9th century),24 and reached a real peak of prosperity only in the 
Iron IIB–C, that is, starting in the late 8th century BCE�25 Population can, of course, 
be translated to military and economic strength; indeed, the power of Israel in the 
days of the Omrides is clearly depicted in Shalmaneser IIIʼs list of participants in the 
Battle of Qarqar in 853 BCE and hinted at in the Tel Dan and Mesha inscriptions; it 
is also portrayed in sparse biblical references to both the reign of the Omrides and 
the somewhat later days of Joash and Jeroboam II� In addition, Israel controlled more 
fertile regions, such as the Jezreel Valley, and trade routes, such as the international 
highway along the coast and northern valleys and the Kingʼs Highway in Transjordan� 
It was also better connected to the coast and other neighboring regions� All this pro-
moted the Northʼs agricultural output and revenues from trade� In short, demographi-
cally, economically, militarily and geopolitically Israel was the dominant power during 
most of the time when the two Hebrew kingdoms existed side by side� These factors 
must be taken into consideration when analyzing biblical narratives�

2�3  No Evidence for Compilation of Complex Texts before  
the Early 8th Century

In a recent article Benjamin Sass and I studied afresh the West Semitic alphabetic 
inscriptions from the Levant that date from the Late Bronze to the early phase of 
the Iron IIB, that is, until the early 8th century BCE�26 We concluded that Hebrew 
inscriptions appear for the first time in the late Iron IIA/1 at Gath in the south and 
Rehob in the north� But at that time (first half of the 9th century BCE) they are not 
found in the heartland of Israel and Judah� It is especially significant that not a single 
Hebrew inscription comes from the major cities of the Omride period, Megiddo, 
Samaria, Jezreel, Yokneam and Hazor and the inscriptions that do appear in the 9th 
century do not testify to the ability to compose elaborate texts� Monumental stone 
inscriptions appear in the late 9th century BCE� But here again, the ability of dynastic 
scribes to compose royal inscriptions (or, theoretically speaking, of administrators to 
put together lists of commodities) cannot be compared to authoring complex literary 
biblical texts� The first significantly long and elaborate inscriptions in a genre which 

23 Broshi and Finkelstein 1992�
24 Fantalkin and Finkelstein 2006; Fantalkin 2008; Sergi 2013�
25 Jamieson Drake 1991; Finkelstein and Silberman 2006a�
26 Finkelstein and Sass 2013; somewhat updated in Sass and Finkelstein 2016�
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Ar  118
Arabian trade routes
 Assyrian control of  56, 95, 96, 98
 Israelite control of  103, 401, 402, 404, 547, 

567
Arad, fort of
 in conquest traditions  357
 construction of  427, 433, 435
 Iron IIB strata  311, 315
 location  163
 sanctuary at  442–443, 445
 and scribal activity  26
 see also Negeb of the Kenites
Arad ostraca  27–31, 62, 494, 498
Arair  422
Aram Beth-rehob  15, 153, 513
Aram Zobah  15
Aram-naharaim  60
ʽArʽara, Khirbet  422
Arav, Rami  155
Arbela  162
archaeology, biblical  5–7, 306
Argob  478
Arie, Eran  314n
Arimathea  294
Ark narrative  363–382, 502
Ark traditions  137n, 395
armor of Goliath  492–497
Arnon, River  111–112, 356
Aroer (in Ammon)  222, 225, 231, 251
Aroer (in Beer-sheva Valley)  98, 312, 419, 

422
Aroer (in Moab)  114, 215, 543
Arumah  213n, 234, 236, 240
Asa  554
Ashan  423
Ashdod  366, 374, 375, 379–380, 490, 555
 see also Pentapolis (of the Philistines)
Ashdod, Tel  374, 490
Ashdod Yam  374, 490
Asherah  75
Ashkelon  165, 490
 see also Pentapolis (of the Philistines)
ashlar masonry  37, 371, 393, 443, 468
Ashtara, Tell  354n, 355
Ashtaroth  157, 229, 353, 354
Ashurite district  259
Asriel, clan of  139

Assmann, Jan  123
Atach  423
Ataroth  112, 114, 275, 370
Ataruz, Khirbet  112, 355, 370
Athach  158, 416
Athaliah  327, 557
ʽAufar, Khirbet  213n
Aven  177
Avvim  440
Ayyah  543
Ayyaluna  414, 424
Azekah  415n, 418, 419, 421, 428, 546, 549
Azmaveth  528, 529, 543

Baal-meon  543
Baalah  364
Baalath  477
Balaam tale  117–118, 119, 160
 see also Deir ʽAlla inscription
Balak  118, 124
Balaṭah, Tell  150, 235n, 238, 244, 252
Baluʽ, Khirbet  112, 118, 119, 120, 160, 165
Balua see Baluʽ, Khirbet
Banat Barr, Khirbet  240
Barak, territory covered by  253
Barsina, Tell  162
Bartlett, John R�  115n
Bashan  229, 353, 354, 479
Becker, Uwe  177, 179n, 187n, 

203–209 passim, 219n, 224n, 249n
Beer-sheba
 altar at  443–444, 445
 city-wall at  275
 fortress at  276, 416, 427, 433, 435
 inscriptions from  28, 33
 temple at  356, 393–394, 397
Beer-sheba, Tel  31–32, 35, 311, 393, 423
Beer-sheba Valley  92, 97, 98, 356, 416, 419, 

547
 see also Isaac tradition
Beera  212, 236, 243
Beerayim  212, 236, 243
Beeroth  528, 529, 530
Beit Lei inscription  75, 100n
Beit Mirsim, Tell  34, 304–305, 310, 311, 423
Beit ʽUr el-Tahta  270, 271
Beitin  73, 303, 307, 313, 329
Ben-Shlomo, David  374
Benjamin highlands/plateau  258, 259, 

267–278, 287–299, 291–294, 342
Bergren, Theodore A�  535
Bernhardt, Karl-Heinz  119n
Bernick-Greenberg, Hannah  92

FAT148-Finkelstein_2021-10-17.indb   578FAT148-Finkelstein_2021-10-17.indb   578 17.10.21   14:5217.10.21   14:52



579General Index

Besor, Nahal  271n, 426n
Beth-anath  270
Beth-arbel  162
“Beth-aven”  315
Beth-haccherem  527
Beth-horon  270, 271, 477, 531, 543, 546, 548
Beth-millo  235
Beth-rehob  15, 152, 154, 512, 513, 514
Beth-shean  35–36, 151, 163, 226, 259, 272, 

289
Beth-shean Valley  315, 337
Beth-shean–Jezreel Valley  337
Beth-shemesh
 in Ark narrative  366, 375–376, 380
 battle of  328, 340, 355, 387
 fortification of  275, 276, 433
 inscription from  28, 34
 in list of Solomonic districts  343
 location  375
 stratum III  27, 28, 33, 417, 478n
Beth-shittah  214
Beth-zur  270, 526, 543, 546, 547–548
Bethel
 in Abraham story  58, 79
 altar at  337
 archaeology at  303–319, 529
 as Baal cult center  242
 conquest narrative of  356
 in days of Jeroboam I  339
 fortified by Bacchides  548
 hypothetical identification  423
 Jacob tradition and  73, 74, 329–330
 legend of Jacob’s dream at  280n
 location  528, 543, 546
 Naʼaman on  270, 279–280
 settlement history  304–317
 temple at  76, 100, 388–389, 392, 396, 397
 see also Ephraim, land/hill country of; 

Gibeon–Bethel plateau
Bethlehem (of Judah)
 archaeology at  529
 hometown of Ibzan  256, 342
 at Jerusalem border  270
 location  419, 528, 543, 546
 Philistine garrisons stationed at  291, 298, 

421
Bethlehem (of Zebulun)  256, 342
Bezek  296, 356, 357
biblical archaeology, approaches to  5–7, 306
biblical historiography  567–570
biblical Israel, emergence of  267–282
biblical traditions, memories preserved in  

11–15

Bickert, Rainer  118
Bietak, Manfred  101
Bira, Wadi  147, 148, 195, 197
Bire, el-  271
Birzaith  543
Bīt NIN�URTA  270
Bloch, Marc  7
Blum, Erhard  67, 68, 365n
Böhler, Dieter  535
Bor-ashan  419, 423
Bozrah  92, 157, 229, 402, 403
Brandl, Baruch  36, 310n
Briend, Jacques  357n
Broshi, Magen  439
bullae  34, 35
 see also seals and seal impressions
Burin  212, 236
Buseirah  92, 95, 98, 402, 403, 480
Busra esh-Sham  229
Byzas of Megara  470

Cabul, land of  479–480
Cahill, Jane M�  292
Canaan
 biblical authors’ knowledge of  143–167
 cities in  163
 conquest of  143–144
 Sheshonq I’s campaign in  13, 102, 136, 

271, 289, 297–299, 428
 Shishak’s campaign in  340, 553
 territorial history  131–139
Caphtor  497, 499
capitals, Proto-Ionic  468
Caquot, André  190, 369n
carbon dating see radiocarbon dating
Carmel  421, 423
Carmel, Mount  192, 259, 419
Carnaim  157, 229
 see also Karnaim
central highlands  293–294, 295, 335
centralization of cult see cult centralization
chariots  188, 198, 493
 see also horses and stables
Chephirah  528, 529
Cherethites  497–499
Chinnereth see Kinnereth
Chouf mountains  236
Chronicles, books of
 archaeological background  541–560
 inclusion in canon  560
 material not in Kings  451
 unparallel texts on expansion of Judah  

550–558
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cities
 fortified by Rehoboam  545–550
 in Iron I and Iron IIA  165
 of the Philistines  490–492
City of David  6, 291–293, 433, 435, 436, 459, 

521–522
 see also Jerusalem; Stepped Stone 

Structure
city of palms  176
city-states  164
city-wall of Nehemiah  523–526
coastal plain of Acco  328, 342
Cohen, Rudolph  92
conquest traditions  13, 352–357
copper industry
 in Iron IIA  8, 91, 94, 423
 at Khirbet en-Naḥas  6
 at Timnaʽ  6, 93
 at Wadi Faynan  36, 112, 119–120, 403, 

426
 see also Masos, Tel
Court History see Succession History
Crete  497, 499
Crowfoot, John Winter  522, 523–524
Crüsemann, Frank  209n
cult activity
 in Northern Kingdom  388–394
 in Southern Kingdom  394–396
cult centralization  394, 396, 451n, 468–469
cult reform
 by Hezekiah  441–447, 451
 by Josiah  451n

Dagan, Yehudah  418, 466
Daliyeh, Wadi ed-  530
Damiyah, Khirbet  192
Dan
 in days of Jeroboam I  16, 73–74, 339
 destruction of  156
 temple at  76, 337, 393–394, 397
Dan, Tel, gate at  274, 276n
Daphnae  495
Darb el-Ghazza  92, 98, 99, 100, 401
dating methods see radiocarbon dating
David story
 David’s Rise to Power narrative  424–428, 

447–450, 568
 literary layers  413–428
 see also Apiru bands
Davidic dynasty, early days of  298
 see also Succession History
Davis, Brent  489n
Dawwara, Khirbet ed-  271, 295, 297, 309, 421

De Castelbajac, Isabelle  136, 150
De Groot, Alon  524
Dead Sea  402n
Debir  355
Defenneh, Tell  495
Deir ʽAlla inscription  18, 121, 134, 220, 358, 

365
 see also Balaam tale; plaster inscriptions
Deir Dibwan  529
Deir el-ʽAzar  370
Deir el-Qamar  236
Deir Hanna  236
Delcor, Mathias  380n, 498
Derʽa  229, 354
Dhahab esh-Sharqi, Tell edh-  331n, 389
Diaz Solano, Mila  535
Dibon, land of  114, 120, 121, 145
Dion, Paul-Eugène  494n
districts of Solomon see Solomonic districts, 

list of
Dor  163, 328, 354
Drew–McCormick excavations  138
Duncan, J� Garrow  523, 524
Durand, Jean-Marie  5n, 71

Ebenezer  137n, 367n
Edelman, Diana  259, 520
Edenburg, Cynthia  488
Edom  91, 94–95, 402–406
Edrei  353, 354
Eglon (in Judah)  342, 355
Eglon (king of Moab)  175
 see also Ehud tale
Ehud, territory covered by  253
Ehud tale  145–146, 175–182, 250
Eilat/Elath/Eloth  56n, 93, 98, 404, 405n, 481
ʽEin Dor  251n, 393
ʽEin el-Qudeirat  91
 see also Kadesh-barnea
ʽEin Fara  257
ʽEin Gedi  54, 421, 527
ʽEin Gev  156
ʽEin Ghadian  404n
ʽEin Ḥaṣeva
 archaeological background  91, 94, 95–96
 as Assyrian fort  93, 98, 407
 in Genesis 14   56n
 location  92
 in Persian period  97
Ekron
 in days of Jonathan  533
 in Iron I  367, 418n, 425, 426
 location  419
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Ekron (continued)
 memories in books of Samuel  158–159
 ruler of  486–488
 Ussishkin on  382
 see also Pentapolis (of the Philistines); 

Philistine cities
El-paran  56n, 98
Elah, Valley of  289, 291, 296, 415, 418, 421
Elath see Eilat/Elath/Eloth
Elephantine papyri  530
Eliezer  60n
Elmattan  212
Elon  256
 territory covered by  253
Eloth see Eilat/Elath/Eloth
Eltekeh  477
Emerton, John A�  209n
Emmaus  546, 548
Enmishpat  56n, 98
Ephes-dammim  421n
Ephraim, land/hill country of
 in days of Jonathan  533, 554
 and major judges  177, 187, 205
 and minor judges  254, 256–257, 258, 334
 part of Saulide territorial entity  259, 294
Ephron  255, 257, 554
Erickson-Gini, Tali  95n
Erlich, Zeʼev  213n
Esau narrative  50, 77–78, 82
Esdar, Tel  422
Eshel, Hanan  213n
Eshtaol  477, 543
Eshtemoa  33, 419, 422, 543, 548
Etam  543, 546, 547
ʽEton, Tel  423
Eusebius  162, 179–180, 221, 222, 240–241
Exodus tradition  12, 75, 89–104, 330–331
Ezion-geber  91, 92, 93–94, 404n, 405, 

480–481

Fantalkin, Alexander  289, 418, 494n
Farʽah, Tell el-  241, 290n, 378
Farʽata  213
Farber, Zev  358n
Farkha  213n, 257
Faynan, Khirbet  91, 94
Faynan, Wadi  36, 94n, 97, 112, 120, 402n, 

426
foundation myths  329–332
“from Dan to Beer-sheba”  393–394
Ful, Tell el-  257n, 277n, 288
Fulton, Deirdre  535
Funk, Robert W�  526

Gaʽal episode  136, 151, 236, 239
Gad  113–114
Galilee  259, 328, 342, 357
Galilee, Lower  258
Galling, Kurt  67, 493, 497n
Ganor, Saar  489n
Garfinkel, Yosef  489n
Gashmu  530
Gaß, Erasmus  117n, 180, 214n
Gath (in Shephelah)
 in 10th century BCE  291
 in 8th century BCE  367
 in David stories  157–159
 destruction of  280
 fortification system at  548–549
 importance of  167, 417
 inscriptions from  10, 19
 location  92, 164, 165, 419, 546
 power of  425, 426
 ruler of  486–488
 Sheshonq I and  298
 territory of  295–296, 418–420
 see also Moresheth-gath; Pentapolis (of the 

Philistines); Ṣafi, Tell eṣ-
Gath (near Ophrah) see Gath-piran
Gath of Sharon  166
Gath of the Philistines see Gath (in 

Shephelah)
Gath-piran  213
Gaza  92
 see also Pentapolis (of the Philistines)
Gazara  548
Geba/Gibeah of Saul/Benjamin
 archaeology at  529
 battle of  289
 confusion in biblical texts  288
 conquest of  276
 location  419, 528, 543
 part of Saulide territorial entity  294, 295, 

298
 Philistine garrisons stationed at  291, 291n
Geder  357
Gedor  357, 543
genealogical lists, in 1 Chronicles  541–545, 

558
Gera, Dov  531n
Gerar  54n, 501–502
Gerizim, Mount  212, 214n, 236, 243
Gertz, Jan Christian  56n, 67
Geshem the Arab  530, 531, 534
Geshur  153, 154–157, 164, 513
Geva, Hillel  466
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Gezer
 account of construction of  339
 conquest of  355
 cuneiform tablets from  440
 fortified by Bacchides  548
 location  163, 164, 165, 543, 546
 memories in books of Samuel  159
 memories of golden age  343, 476–477
Gibbethon  477
Gibeah see Geba/Gibeah of Saul/Benjamin; 

Gibeon–Gibeah polity/plateau
Gibeon
 archaeology at  529
 battle of  353, 355
 confusion with Geba, Gibeah (of Saul/

Benjamin)  291n
 location  419, 528, 543
 part of Saulide territorial entity  288, 294, 

295, 298
 in Persian period  526
 Philistine garrison stationed at  291
 and Sheshonq I campaign  271, 297, 309
 temple at  391–392, 396, 397
Gibeon plateau  281, 289, 290, 296, 421
Gibeon–Bethel plateau  179, 288, 294
Gibeon–Gibeah polity/plateau  102, 132–133, 

135–137, 138, 420, 421, 428
Gideon, territory covered by  253
Gideon tale  203–215, 251, 333
Gihon Spring  34, 36, 460, 465, 521, 522
 see also Siloam Tunnel; Stepped Stone 

Structure
Gilboa, battle of  133, 138, 242, 272, 289, 296, 

335
Gilboa, Mount  148, 192, 193, 259, 296
Gilead (person)  222, 223, 224
Gilead (region)
 in Jeroboam I narrative  337
 location  229–230
 in Saul narrative  335
 in savior tales  251, 258, 259, 261
Gilead (town)
 location  226–227
 see also Jair
Gilgal  176–177, 205, 389–390, 396, 397
Giloh  135
Gimtu  490
Givati Parking Lot  465, 521–522, 524n
Glueck, Nelson  93, 227
Gob  158, 416, 418
Gog  497n
golden age, memories of  16, 325, 343, 476–477
 see also United Monarchy ideology

Goliath
 armor of  492–497
 name of  497n, 500, 503
Golub, Mitka R�  470
Gomes, Jules Francis  314n
Granerød, Gard  62n
Great Summary Inscription (Sargon II)  13, 

417
Groß, Walter  204n, 206n, 223n, 236n
Guillaume, Philippe  209n, 235–236n, 254n, 

457n, 464n
Gyges  497n

Hachilah, hill of  158, 416
Hadadezer  15, 153, 154, 512, 514
Hadadidri  15, 154, 514
Hadar, Tel  156
Ḥadid, Tel  440, 528, 529, 530
Ḥaiyan, Khirbet  529
Hajjaj, Tell  227
Ḥalif, Tel  423
Hallstatt Plateau  407, 458
Halpern, Baruch  448
Ḥammah, Tell el-  315
Ḥammam, Tell el-  180
Haran  50, 70–71
Haredan, Khirbet  214n
Harem el-Sharif  460
Haritiyye, Khirbet el-  147, 196
Harod, spring of  206, 213, 214, 234
Harod/Harodites  214
Haror, Tel  54, 501
Harosheth-ha-goiim  146–148, 191–194, 

196–198, 251, 252, 332
Ḥashavyahu, Meṣad  325n, 494, 495
Hasmonean state  533, 544–545, 547–550, 

558–559
Ḥattin, Horns of  191, 354n
Hauptmann, Andreas  94
Havvoth-jair  255
Hazael  373, 378, 379, 380, 491, 514
Hazazon-tamar  56n, 98
 see also ʽEin Ḥaṣeva
Hazeva  480
Hazor
 absent from early biblical traditions  166
 account of construction of  339
 inscription from  10, 35, 36
 Iron IIA destruction  156, 315
 in Joshua 11   342
 location  163
 memories of golden age  343, 476–477
 see also Omride sites
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Hebron
 archaeological background  421–423, 548n
 in Iron Age  428
 in Joshua 10   342, 355
 location  163, 419, 543, 546
 and Mamre  51–52
 ostracon from  32
Hebron, hills of  291, 295
Hebron highlands  420–422
Helck, Wolfgang  489
Heltzer, Michael  494n
Hepher  357
Hereth, forest of  158, 416
Hermon, Mount  356
Herodotus  489, 493, 494n, 497n, 498, 500
heroic tales (in Judges 3–12)  12, 144–151, 

332–334
 see also savior tales (in book of Judges)
Herzog, Zeʼev  29, 31, 434–435, 442–443
Ḥesban, Tell  116n, 146
Heshbon
 conquest of  117, 327
 in Judges 3   145–146, 181–182, 250, 332
 location  164, 226
 in Numbers 32   114
Hezekiah  17, 451, 556, 557
 see also cult reform
Ḫinzīre  255
Hiram  479–480
histoire regressive (Bloch)  7
historiography, biblical  567–570
history, vs� theology  16–17
History of David’s Rise to Power  424–428, 

447–450, 568
Hitchcock, Louise A�  489n, 497n
Hoffmeier, James K�  492n
Homer  493n, 496
Hoop, Raymond de  196n
hoplites  493–497
Hormah  353, 356, 357, 419, 423
Horonaim  112, 118, 120, 121, 145, 531
horses and stables  15, 339, 343, 392, 405, 478
Horshah  158, 416
Hurowitz, Victor Avigdor  280n
Ḥuṣn, Tell el-  72, 161, 355, 402

Ibzan of Bethlehem  256, 342
 territory covered by  253
ideological programs see United Israel 

ideology; United Monarchy ideology
Ikausu  486–487, 492, 500n, 501, 503
Immatin  212
incised inscriptions  26, 27–28, 33–34, 35, 37

ink inscriptions  28, 33, 35, 37
inscribed seals see seals and seal impressions
inscriptions
 from Beer-sheba  28, 33
 from Beit Lei  75, 100n
 from Beth-shemesh  28, 34
 from Gath (in Shephelah)  10, 19
 from Hazor  10, 35, 36
 incised  26, 27–28, 33–34, 35, 37
 ink  28, 33, 35, 37
 from Kerak  120
 from Kfar Vradim  28, 328n
 from Khirbet Raddana  74
 from Medinet Habu  492–493, 498
 from Megiddo  10, 28, 328n
 on Mesha Stele  13, 36, 69, 357, 377
 monumental  26, 35, 437
 from Nimrud  221, 338
 from Ophel (Jerusalem)  28, 33n, 328n
 plaster  11, 34, 36, 97, 186, 476
 from Rehob (in Beth-shean Valley)  10, 19
 from Samaria  10
 by Sargon II  13, 417
 from Siloam  27, 35
 from Tel Miqne  501
 from Tel Reḥov  82
 from Tell eṣ-Ṣafi  25, 28, 33, 82, 315
 see also Deir ʽAlla inscription; Kuntillet 

ʽAjrud inscriptions
ʽIr Moab  118, 120, 160, 164, 165
ʽIra, Tel  30, 422
Irbid, Tel  162
Irbid–Ramoth plateau  355
Iron I and Iron IIA cities, location  165
Irwin, Brian P�  242, 243
Isaac tradition  55–56, 57
Ishmael tradition  55, 56, 59–60
Israel
 conflict with Moab  119–121
 first extra-biblical reference  138
 narratives of origin  331; see also Exodus 

tradition; Jacob narrative
 superiority over Judah  435
 territory  261, 327, 328, 334, 387, 401–408
 see also ancient Israel; biblical Israel; 

United Israel ideology
Israel–Judah border see Benjamin highlands/

plateau
Israel–Judah dichotomy, Northern vs� 

Southern traditions  9–10
Israelite refugees in Judah see migration
Israelite traditions, in days of Jeroboam II  

325–345
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Israelite … see also Northern …
Issachar  334
itineraries see wilderness narrative
Izbet Sartah  135, 367n

Jaba  277n, 288, 294
Jabbok River  226, 271, 272, 289, 329, 420
Jabesh-gilead  162n, 228, 296
 see also rescue of Jabesh (in Saul narrative)
Jabneel Valley, location  192
Jabneh  555
Jacob, burial place of  60, 74, 79, 330
Jacob narrative  12, 49–50, 67–82, 329–331
Jahaz  112, 114, 120, 275, 353, 355, 370
Jair  255, 334
 territory covered by  253
Jalʽad, Khirbet  227
Jamnia  555
Jans, Edgar  242n
Jarmuth  342, 355
Jatt  165
Jattir  419, 422, 548
Jebel ed-Dahi  214
Jebus  290
Jehoash  557
Jehoram  557
Jehoshaphat  555
Jehu revolution  76–77, 241, 242, 260, 

337–338
Jelud  227
Jenson, Philip Peter  80n
Jephthah, territory covered by  253
 see also Apiru bands
Jephthah tale  219–231, 251, 333
Jepsen, Alfred  340n
Jericho
 archaeology at  529
 conquest narrative of  356, 357
 in Hasmomean period  548
 location  163, 226, 528, 546
 traditions regarding  342
 see also city of palms
Jeroboam I  138, 298, 335–337, 392n
Jeroboam II  334, 339, 387–397, 401–408
Jerusalem
 city-wall in  523–526
 demography of  278, 436, 463–466
 in Hellenistic period  520–526
 highlands north of see Benjamin 

highlands/plateau
 highlands south of  466–467
 in Iron I  159
 in Iron IIB  458–459

Jerusalem (continued)
 in Joshua 10   342, 355
 in Judges 1   356–357
 location  164, 375, 419, 459–461, 528, 546
 in Persian period  269, 520–526
 rock-cut tombs in  436n
 territory of  270, 296
 see also City of David
Jezreel  10, 275, 337
Jezreel Valley
 destructions in  272
 garrison forces stationed at  298
 Israelite re-expansion into  328
 in Karnak list of Sheshonq I  271
 location  192
 part of Saulide territorial entity  296
 prominent sites in  195
 in savior tales  185–199, 198, 213, 

258–261, 332
 temples in  392–393
 see also Moreh, hill of
Jezreel–Beth-shean Valley  337
Jib, el-  271, 277n
Jinsafut  213n
Jit  213
Jogbehah  215
John, Gospel of
 19:38   294
John Hyrcanus I  533, 544, 547, 548, 550, 556
Jokneam  195, 357
Jonathan Apphus  533, 544, 554
Jordan River/Valley  179, 192, 226, 251, 259, 

328, 342
Josephus
 Against Apion  479
 Jewish Antiquities: I 52n; IV 180, 222; V 

214, 227; VI 369; XI 530, 531; XII 531; 
XIII 547, 548, 554, 556, 559; XIV 61

 Jewish War  52n, 526
Josiah  451n, 558
Jotham  557
Jotham’s fable  243n
Jubilees, book of  558–559
Judah, kingdom of
 demography of  438–441, 568
 dominated by Israel  404
 expansion of, in 2 Chronicles  550–558
 in Iron IIB  458–459
 material culture  467–469
 rise of  433–441
Judah Aristobulus  545
Judah–Israel border see Benjamin highlands/

plateau

FAT148-Finkelstein_2021-10-17.indb   584FAT148-Finkelstein_2021-10-17.indb   584 17.10.21   14:5217.10.21   14:52



585General Index

Judah–Israel dichotomy, Southern vs� 
Northern traditions  9–10

Judea, territory of  269, 532–533
 see also Yehud
Judeideh, Tell  545
Judges, book of
 historical background of Northern 

accounts  249–261
 literary layers in chapters 4–5   187–190
 old tales in  144–151
 places mentioned in chapters 4–5   192
 see also heroic tales (in Judges 3–12); 

savior tales (in book of Judges)
judges, major, territory covered by  253
judges, minor  252–258, 333
 territory covered by  253
Juttah  548

Kadesh-barnea
 archaeological background  91–93, 97, 

312, 401
 Judah and Judahites involved at  55, 98
 location  92
 ostraca from  30, 56n
Kamon  191, 255
Kamoun  255
Karkor  215
Karmelo  423
Karmil, Khirbet el-  421, 422n
Karnaim  56n, 161, 259, 355, 356, 401–402, 

478
 see also Carnaim; Solomonic districts, list 

of; Amos 6:13
Katz, Hayah  274n
Kedem, land of  50, 72, 229
Kedesh (in Galilee)  187, 191, 192
Kedesh (in Naphtali)  187, 191, 194
Kefrein, Tell el-  180
Kefteu  498, 499
Keilah
 in Amarna letters  157, 270, 414, 424
 archaeological background  418–419
 in David stories  415, 418, 425
 location  159, 419, 420, 543
Keisan, Tell  165, 166, 195, 354
Kelso, James L�  303, 304–306, 308
Kennett, R�H�  552n
Kenyon, Kathleen M�  523
Kerak  112, 118, 120, 160
Kerak inscription  118, 120, 160
Kfar Vradim inscription  28, 328n
Kheleifeh, Tell el-
 fort at  98, 275n, 401, 405, 406, 407, 480–481

Kheleifeh, Tell el- (continued)
 Israelite influence on  328, 379
 location  91, 92, 93, 404n
 in Persian period  97
Khirbeh, el-  354n
Kinnereth  156, 165
Kir, land of  121
Kir Hareseth see Kir Moab
Kir Moab  118, 119, 120, 145, 160
Kiriath-baal  395, 477
Kiriath-jearim
 archaeological background  370–371, 529
 in Ark narrative  364, 380–382, 391, 392
 excavations at  281–282, 363n, 477
 location  375, 528
 temple at  394, 396, 397
 see also Kiriath-baal
Kishon/Kishion  147, 191, 192, 194, 197
Kishon, Nahal  146, 148, 149, 190, 191, 192, 

193
Kitchen, Kenneth A�  298
Kleiman, Assaf  37, 156, 373n, 374n, 378
Kloner, Amos  549
Knauf, Ernst Axel  55, 115n, 180, 213n, 215, 

433n, 444n, 457n, 460, 522
Knittel, Ann-Kathrin  376n
Koch, Ido  460
Kochavi, Moshe  367n, 418
Kratz, Reinhard Gregor  205n, 207–208
Krause, Joachim J�  19, 104
Kufrinje, Wadi  214, 215
Kuntillet ʽAjrud  92, 96
Kuntillet ʽAjrud inscriptions
 Exodus tradition and  19, 97, 104
 Israelite domination over Judah evident in  

297, 328, 356, 379, 401, 404, 406
 and scribal activity  18, 121, 134, 220, 358, 

365
 YHWH mentioned  357n
 see also ink inscriptions; plaster 

inscriptions; “YHWH of Samaria”; 
“YHWH of Teman”

Kurkh monolith (Shalmaneser III)  138, 153, 
512

Kutsch, Ernst  205n

Labu  153
Lachish
 in 9th century BCE  417, 433
 in 8th century BCE  434
 absent from early biblical traditions  166
 emergence of literacy  33, 34
 finds at  28, 32, 35, 275, 444–445, 531n
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Lachish (continued)
 fortification at  276
 in Iron IIB–C  310, 312, 315, 316
 in Joshua 10   342, 355
 location  163, 546
 stratum I  549
 stratum IV–III  435
Lapp, Nancy  526
Lapp, Paul W�  526
Lebanon, valley of  328
Lebo Hamath  143, 152–153, 512
Lebwe  153, 512
Lehun, Khirbet el-  111n
Lejjun, Wadi el-  111
Leuchter, Mark  188n
Levy, Thomas E�  402n
Libnah  355
Lidebir
 conquest of  122, 161
 in days of Jeroboam II  73, 230
 location  72, 164, 355, 401–402
 see also Amos 6:13
Lipiński, Edward  153n, 494n
Lipschits, Oded  317–319, 460, 521
lists
 of genealogies in 1 Chronicles  541–545, 

558
 of returnees from exile  527–530
 see also Solomonic districts, list of
literacy, spread of
 in Israel  186, 204, 220, 233n, 249
 in Judah  33–35, 62, 448, 450, 485, 536
 see also scribal activity; text production, 

early evidence for; writing in Israel/
Judah, evidence for

lmlk seal impressions  27, 34, 35, 37, 268, 
311, 437

Lo-debar  355
 see also Lidebir
Lod  528, 529, 530, 533, 543, 554
Logan, Alice  219n

Maacah  153, 154–157, 164, 513, 514
Macalister, Robert Alexander Stewart  523, 

524
Macchi, Jean-Daniel  81
Machinist, Peter  486, 498
Machpelah  51–52, 60, 74n
Madaba  112
Madon  354
Maeir, Aren M�  489n
Mahanaim  72n, 162, 329, 389
Maʽin, Khirbet  421, 422n

major judges, territory covered by  253
Makir, Transjordanian possessions of  113
Makkedah  14, 355
Malḥata, Tel  30, 435n
Mamre  48, 51–52, 79
Manahath  543
Manasseh (half-tribe)  113–114
Manasseh (king of Judah)  17, 557
Manasseh highlands  258, 259
Manetho  123n
Maon  419, 421, 543, 548
Marc the Deacon  500
Mareshah  532, 533, 543, 545, 546, 547, 549
Marisa  547
Marj Ayyun  354
Marjameh, Khirbet  311
Marun er-Ras  354n
Maṣfā, Tell el-  72, 228
Maskhuta, Tell el-  530
Masos, Tel  296, 419, 423, 428
Matthew, Gospel of
 27:57   294
Mayes, Andrew D�H�  331
Mazar, Amihai  147, 151, 196, 311, 512n
Mazar, Benjamin  522
Mazar, Eilat  292n, 522, 523, 524
Mazar, el-  148, 193
McCarter, P� Kyle  363, 380n, 448, 497n
Medeba  114
Medinet Habu inscription  492–493, 498
Megiddo
 account of construction of  339
 dating of  8
 horses and stables at  478
 inscription from  10, 28, 328n
 in Joshua 12   357
 in Judges 5   148–149, 193, 198
 location  163, 164, 165, 188n, 192, 194
 memories of golden age  343, 476–477
 Sheshonq I� stele found at  271, 272n, 298
 shrines at  76n
 traditions regarding  166
 see also Jezreel Valley
Melchizedek  61
Merenptah Stele  131, 137n, 308
Merom, Waters of  342, 352, 353, 354
Meroz  148–149, 192, 193, 258n
Mesha Stele  112, 121n, 124, 192n
 see also inscriptions
Mesha the Dibonite  112
Mesopotamia  60
Michmash  528, 529, 530
Michmash, battle of  138, 289, 335
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Midian  212
migration, of Israelites into Judah (after 

720 BCE)  457–470, 568
Minnith  179, 221, 222, 225, 226, 231, 251
minor judges  252–257, 257–258, 333
 territory covered by  253
Miqne, Tel  165, 501
Misgav, Haggai  489n
mishor of Moab see Moab
Mittmann, Siegfried  228n
Mizpah (of Benjamin)  223, 269, 274, 276, 

392, 547
Mizpah (of Gilead)  72, 222, 223, 226, 228, 

229–231, 329
Mizpeh, valley of  342, 354
Moab
 in days of Jeroboam II  406–407
 in days of Mesha  179, 180, 352, 357
 in Judges 3   177–178, 250, 332
 Northern Israel memories on  111–124
monumental inscriptions  26, 35, 437
Moreh, hill of  214, 234
Moreh, oak of  214, 235n
Moresheth-gath  545
Moriah  58, 60n
Moza  543
Mudaybi, Khirbet  407
Mudayna ʽAliya, Khirbet el-  111n
Mudayna el-Muʽarrajeh, Khirbet el-  111n
Mudayna eth-Themed, Khirbet el-  112, 355, 

370
Mukharkhash, Tell  147, 197
Muʽmmariyya, Khirbet el-  111n

Naʽam, Tell en-  192
Naʼaman, Nadav  31, 33, 92, 143–160 passim, 

395, 418, 423, 443–444, 476, 546
 on Benjaminite territory  267–281 passim
 on Bethel  317–319
 on conquest traditions  352, 354n
 on David’s wars  327n, 402n, 405
 on Exodus tradition  101
 on Jacob narrative  68, 70
 on Jerusalem  295
 on Kuntillet ʽAjrud  11, 19, 97, 104
 on migration of Israelites into Judah  122, 

457–469 passim
 on Solomonic districts  478, 479
Naaran  543
Naḥas, Khirbet en-  6, 94
Naphtali  258n
Naṣbeh, Tell en-  268, 273, 274–275, 276, 295, 

309

Naʽur  222
Naveh, Joseph  35n, 486–487, 494n
Nebi Samuel  527
Nebo  112, 123, 332n, 357, 392, 527, 543
Necho II  494n, 497n, 500
Negeb of the Kenites  423
Negev highlands  26, 33, 273, 428
Nehemiah
 adversaries of  530–534
 book of  519–536
 wall of  523–526
Nehemiah Memoir  525, 526, 535–536
Nelson, Richard D�  355n, 358n
Netophah  527
New Testament
 Arimathea in  294
 Shechem in  60, 79
Nimrud inscriptions  221, 338
Nimshide dynasty  331, 334, 336, 337–338, 

339n, 378, 392–393
 see also Jehu revolution
Nob  392, 527
Nobah  215
Nodet, Etienne  535
Northern history of Israel  339–340
Northern Kingdom see Israel
Northern traditions
 in book of Judges  249–261
 in books of Samuel  13
 of conquests  341–342, 351–359
 in Hebrew Bible  68–69
 impact on Judah  343–345
 merging with Southern traditions  16, 

57–58, 123
 see also Israelite traditions; Jehu 

revolution; Jeroboam I; Saul narrative
Northern United Monarchy ideology see 

United Monarchy ideology
Northern … see also Israelite …
Noth, Martin  118n, 219, 227, 352n, 363

O’Connell, Robert H�  241
Oeming, Manfred  542n
Ofer, Avi  435n, 466
Og  113, 352, 353
olive oil production  436, 437, 463, 468, 

487–488
Omride dynasty  132, 137, 139, 334, 338, 

416n, 477
 see also Ahaziah; Athaliah; Jehoram; Jehu 

revolution
Omride sites, fortification system at  275, 337
Ono  528, 529, 530, 543
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Ophel
 excavations at  34, 465, 470, 523
 inscription from  28, 33n, 328n
Ophir  480
Ophrah  191, 206, 213, 235, 257, 543, 554
Ornan, Tallay  99
ostraca  30, 32, 35, 56n, 152, 511
 see also Arad ostraca; Samaria ostraca
Othniel  254
 territory covered by  253
Otto, Eckart  114, 115n

Paddan-aram  74, 78n
palace of King David  6
pan-Israelite ideology see United Monarchy 

ideology
papyrus, as writing medium  34, 36, 38, 536, 

569
Papyrus Amherst 63   316, 441
Pas-dammim  421n
Pelethites  497–499
Pella  255
Pentapolis (of the Philistines)  366, 374n, 

490–492
Penuel
 in Jacob tradition  72–73
 in Judges 8   208
 in 1 Kings 12   16, 20, 74, 138, 336, 337
 lacking in Abraham tradition  79
 temple at  82, 241, 329, 331, 389, 392, 397
 texts from  123
Peraea  533
Persian period  19, 305–306, 313, 451n
personal names, theophoric  76, 461–462, 470
Pethor  118, 160
Phaeno  94
Pharao’s daughter, married by Solomon  480
Pharathon  256–257, 546, 548
Philistine cities  166
 see also Pentapolis (of the Philistines)
Philistines  485–503
 see also seranim (Philistine rulers)
Piasetzky, Eliezer  25
pillared buildings  468
 see also horses and stables
Pintore, Franco  489
Pirathon  191, 213n, 256–257
Pitru  118, 160
plaster inscriptions  11, 34, 36, 97, 186, 476
 see also Deir ʽAlla inscription; Kuntillet 

ʽAjrud inscriptions
Polybius  255
Poriah  191

pottery items  468
Pratico, Gary D�  93
Pritchard, James B�  526n
Punon  91, 94, 101
Pury, Albert de  48, 67, 206n

Qadas/Qades, Tell  191
Qadish, Khirbet el-  191
Qam  255
Qarnei Ḥittin, Tel  191, 354n
Qarqar, battle of  188
 see also Kurkh monolith (Shalmaneser III)
Qasyun, Khirbet  191
Qedish, Khirbet el-  191
Qeiyafa, Khirbet
 dating of  6, 9
 destruction of  297, 298
 fortification at  281, 288
 territorial affiliation of  275n, 289–290, 

296, 421, 428
Qiltu  270
Qitmit, Ḥorvat  94
Qosanal seal impressions  93
Qudadi, Tell  275n
Qudeirat, Tell el-  91, 92, 97
 see also Yehud seal impression
Qumēm  255
Qurayyah ware  91, 93

Rabbah of the Ammonites  161, 215, 222, 226
Racal  423
Raddana, Khirbet  74, 271, 308, 421
radiocarbon dating  8–9, 458
Rahtjen, Bruce Donald  491n
Rainey, Anson F�  147, 196
Ramah  187, 205, 274, 276, 277n, 528, 529
Ramallah  337
Ramat el-Ḫalil  52
Ramat Raḥel  269, 527
Ramath-negeb  419, 422
Ramathaim(-zophim)  177, 294, 533, 554
Ramle  477
Ramoth plateau see Irbid–Ramoth plateau
Ramoth-gilead  73, 122, 188, 226, 228, 230, 

328
Rantis  294
Ras Abu Tabat  214
Ras et-Tahune  271
Ras Karkar  295
Raviv, Dvir  213n
Redford, Donald B�  101
refugees in Judah see migration
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Rehob (in Beqaʽ of Lebanon)  152–153, 
512–513, 514

 see also Beth-rehob
Rehob (in Beth-shean Valley)
 in books of Samuel  151–154, 156, 229n
 confused with Beth-rehob  15
 destruction of  327
 inscriptions from  10, 19
 location  164
 memories of  167
 mentions in the Bible  511–514
Rehoboam
 in Chronicles  553
 fortresses of  545–550
Reḥov, Tel  25, 82, 151–152, 195, 327, 337, 

511–512
Reḥovot  477
Reich, Ronny  27n
Rekhesh, Tel  147, 165, 195, 197
religious thought in Judah see Ark traditions; 

cult centralization
Rendsburg, Gary A�  501n
Rendtorff, Rolf  67
Rephaim Valley  487
rescue of Jabesh (in Saul narrative)  133, 138, 

289, 335
Reshuni, er-  227
Reuben, Transjordanian possessions of  

113–114
Richelle, Matthieu  328n
Richter, Wolfgang  203–205 passim, 209n, 

219, 220, 233n, 249n, 251n
Rijal el-Arbaʽin  212
Rimah, Tell el-  99, 401n
roads in the south, location  92
Robert, Philippe de  369n
Robker, Jonathan Miles  340n
Rofé, Alexander  339n, 493n, 497n
Rogelim  161–162, 164
Römer, Thomas  67, 101, 391, 405
Rösel, Hartmut N�  208
Rost, Leonhard  363
royal traditions see Jehu revolution; 

Jeroboam I; Saul narrative
Rubutu  424
Rujeileh, Wadi  162
Rujm el-Gubehah  215
Rumeida, Tel  422, 548n
Rumeith, Tell er-  402, 406–407

sacred trees  51, 235n
Ṣafi, Tell eṣ-
 inscriptions from  25, 28, 33, 82, 315

Ṣafi, Tell eṣ- (continued)
 location  13, 165
 prominence of  490–491
 vessels from  434n
Ṣafuṭ, Tell  215
Sahl ʽAskar  214
Saʽidiyeh, Tell es-  215
Salt, es-  227
Salt, Valley of  404, 405
Samaria (area)  337, 440n
 see also Shechem–Tirzah–Samaria area
Samaria (place)
 fortification system at  275
 hinted at in Judges 9   241
 inscriptions from  10
 location  375
 temple at  76, 100, 330, 331, 388, 392, 397
Samaria ostraca
 earliest Hebrew script  25, 28, 74
 evidence of advanded administration  325, 

387, 435
 and “Israel”  137n, 139
 written by two scribes  26, 35
“Samaritan input”  122
Samuʽ, es-  33, 422
Samuel, books of
 old materials in  151–157
 southern cites in  157–159
Sanballat the Horonite  530–531, 534
Sapuma  414, 424
Ṣarem, Tell eṣ-  151, 511
Sargon II, Great Summary Inscription  13, 

417
Sarha  414, 424
Sarid  149, 188n, 192, 193, 258n
Sass, Benjamin  25
Saul narrative  13, 335
Saulide territorial entity  259, 272–273, 

287–299
savior tales (in book of Judges)  249–261
 see also Ehud tale; Gideon tale; heroic 

tales (in Judges 3–12); Jephthah tale
scaraboids  468
Schmid, Konrad  67
Schmidt, Ludwig  114, 116, 118n
Schneider, Thomas  298
scribal activity
 establishing origins of  26
 evidence for  74, 325, 448, 520, 536, 551, 

569–570
 gaining prominence  158, 166, 204, 416
 in Israel  74
 need for  37–38
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scribal activity (continued)
 see also literacy, spread of; text production, 

early evidence for; writing in Israel/
Judah, evidence for

Scythopolis  241, 544–545
Sea peoples  486, 488n, 492, 498, 499–500
seals and seal impressions  33, 35, 269, 437, 461
 see also lmlk seal impressions; Qosanal 

seal impressions; Uzziah seals; Yehud 
seal impression

Seebass, Horst  114
Seir, Mount  179
Seirah  145, 179, 250
Sela  404
Selaʽ, es-  404
Sellin, Ernst  214n
Senaah  527
Seraʽ, Tel  418, 419, 488
seranim (Philistine rulers)  366, 367, 379, 489, 

492, 503
Sergi, Omer  291–294, 405
Shaalim, land of  294
Shadud, Tell  149, 193
Shalishah, land of  294
Shalmaneser III  10, 69, 138, 153, 512
Shamgar  254
Shamir  177, 191, 254, 256
Sharon  259
Shechem
 in Abimelech story  234–244
 in Amarna period  102, 131, 132, 297
 archaeological background  134–137, 

237–239
 conquest narrative of  356
 in Ephraim hill country  177
 garrison forces stationed at  298
 in Genesis 12   58, 79
 in Genesis 33   74–75
 in Genesis 34   81
 and “Israel”  136–137, 139
 Jacob’s burial place and  60, 74, 79, 330
 in Judges 9   149–151
 in 1 Kings 12   16, 20, 74, 138, 336, 337
 location  163, 164, 165, 543
 part of Saulide territorial entity  296
 power change to Gibeon–Gibeah area  138
 sacred trees and  235n
 temple at  390–391, 392, 397
 traditions regarding  166
Shechem, Migdal  136, 151, 237, 239, 241
Shechem–Shiloh polity  135, 136–137, 139
Shechem–Tirzah area  102, 272
Shechem–Tirzah–Samaria area  133

Sheikh er-Riḥab  511
Sheikh Madhkur  418
Sheikh Saʽad  161, 355, 402
Shephelah territories  342, 355, 357, 418–420, 

462–463, 466, 467–469
Sherdani people  485–486
Sheshonq I
 campaign in Canaan  13, 102, 136, 271, 

289, 297–299, 428
 Karnak list of  260, 271, 272, 327, 420, 511
Shiloh
 archaeological background  11–12, 

133–134, 372–373, 376–378
 Ark of YHWH at  390, 392, 395
 cult activity at  12, 20, 121, 124, 137n, 167, 244
 destruction date  309
 in Iron I  314
 location  375
Shiloh polity see Shechem–Shiloh polity
Shimron  342, 354
Shishak
 campaign in Canaan  340, 553
 see also Sheshonq I
Shoshenq see Sheshonq I
Shual, land of  294
Shukron, Eli  27n
Shumuʼil  55
Sidon  342
Sihon  113, 181, 352, 353n
Sikila people  485–486
Silberman, Neil Asher  405, 414, 475, 569
Siloam inscription  27, 35
Siloam Tunnel  27n, 436, 437
Simeon Thassi  533, 544
Simons, Jan Jozef  255
Singer, Itamar  486
Singer-Avitz, Lily  315, 434–435
Siphmoth  158, 416
sites in the south, location  92
Soco (in Hebron hills)  543
Soco, Socoh (in Shephelah)  415n, 418, 419, 

421, 428, 545, 546
Soggin, J� Alberto  224n
Solomon, figures of, in 1 Kings  475
 see also Acts of Solomon
Solomonic districts, list of  342–343, 358, 394, 

408, 478–479
Song of Deborah  190
Song of Heshbon  115–116
Sorek Valley  418n, 419
Southern traditions
 in books of Samuel  13
 in Hebrew Bible  68–69

FAT148-Finkelstein_2021-10-17.indb   590FAT148-Finkelstein_2021-10-17.indb   590 17.10.21   14:5217.10.21   14:52



591General Index

Spinoza, Baruch  5, 552n
Spring Tower  293
 see also Gihon Spring
stables  468
 see also horses and stables
Staerk, Willy  67
Starkey, James  32
Steiner, Margreet  292
Stephan of Byzantium  500
Stepped Stone Structure  291–293, 435n, 

465n
 see also City of David
Stern, Ephraim  520, 526
Subat  15, 153, 154, 512, 513, 514
Succession History  447–450, 568
 see also 1 Kings 1–2
Succoth  72, 123, 208, 223, 226, 329
Sūf  72, 228
“supra-regional cursive”  25, 28, 82
Ṣur, Khirbet  213n
Syro-Ephraimite War  274, 276, 278n

Taʽanach
 in Joshua 12   357
 in Judges 5   148, 193, 194, 258n
 location  149, 188n, 192
 prominence of  195
 shrines at  76n
Tabbath  214
Tabor, Mount
 in Judges 4–5   191, 194, 198, 213, 251, 332
 in Judges 8   208
 location  192, 214n
Tahpanhes  495
Taiyiba, et-  153, 157, 229, 255n, 257, 513, 554
Tal, Oren  313n, 549
Tamar  95, 98, 477n
Tappuah  357, 543
tarwanis  489
Tavor, Nahal  147, 148, 195, 197
Tawil  212
Tawilan  95, 403
Tekoa  543, 546
Tell  212
Tell, (Khirbet) et- (Ai)  271, 290n, 295, 297, 

308, 421
Tell, et- (Bethsaida)  155, 156
Teman  100
Temple Mount  60n, 282, 296, 433n, 459–461, 

470, 522–523
temples, built in days of Jeroboam II  

387–397
Tephon  546

Testaments of the Twelve Patriarchs  556, 
558–559

text production, early evidence for  10–11, 
158, 220, 233n, 249, 327–328, 416

 see also literacy, spread of; scribal activity; 
writing in Israel/Judah, evidence for

Thamnatha  546
Thebez  136, 151, 237, 239, 240–241, 242, 244
theology, vs� history  16–17
theophoric personal names  76, 461–462, 470
Thucydides  499
Tibneh, Khirbet  177
Timnaʽ  6
Timnath-heres/Timnath-serah  177
Tirzah  138, 241, 271, 337, 357, 378, 425
Tirzah polity  132, 137, 139
 see also Shechem–Tirzah area; Shechem–

Tirzah–Samaria area
Tishbe of Gilead  228
Tob  153, 156–157, 164, 226, 228–229, 513, 514
Tobiah the Ammonite  530, 531, 534
Tola  254–255
 territory covered by  253
tombs, rock-cut  436n, 468
Toorn, Karel van der  102, 330–331
Torah, latest revision of  122n
Toubion  157, 229
“tower” in toponyms  237
Tower of Shechem see Shechem, Migdal
trade routes see Arabian trade routes
trees, sacred  51, 235n
Tubas  240–241
Tubeiqah, Khirbet et-  270
Tubu  157, 229
Tunyogi, Andrew C�  342n
tyrannos  489, 492, 503

Ula, el-  531
Umeiri, Tell el-  161, 165, 166, 295n
Umm el-Biyara  403n
Umm el-Guzlan, Khirbet  255
Umm el-Ḥanafish  180, 221
United Israel ideology  381, 382, 393–394, 397
United Monarchy ideology
 in days of Jeroboam II  282, 341, 343, 345, 

351, 358
 in days of Josiah  497
 historicity of  476, 479
 origin of  426, 428
 rise of  433–451
 Saul royal tradition and  297, 299
 see also History of David’s Rise to Power; 

Succession History
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ʽUrma, Khirbet el-  213n, 236, 240
Ussishkin, David  32, 434–435, 442–444, 

445n, 520–522, 524
ʽUza, Ḥorvat/Khirbet  37, 476
Uzziah  555, 557
Uzziah seals  33, 37, 38, 436

Van Seters, John  52, 115n
Vaux, Roland de  491n
Veijola, Timo  205n

wall of Nehemiah  523–526
Waydenbaum, Philippe  48
Weingart, Kristin  394
Wellhausen, Julius  56n
Wen-Amon tale  485
wilderness narrative  89–104
Wilson, Charles William  372n
Wiseman, D�J�  221
Wolff, Hans Walter  390n
Wright, Jacob L�  529n
writing in Israel/Judah, evidence for  25–38, 

476
 see also literacy, spread of; scribal activity; 

text production, early evidence for
Würthwein, Ernst  119n
Wüst, Manfried  114

Xanthus of Lydia  500

Yadin, Azzan  493n
Yadin, Yigael  5, 492
yahu and yo in personal names see 

theophoric personal names
Yama, Khirbet  192
Yarkon Basin  490
Yarmuk River  259, 328, 352, 354, 355, 356
Yattir, Khirbet  422
Yavneel  191
Yehud  269, 527–536, 543–544, 551

Yehud seal impression  93, 97n, 269, 526, 527, 
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Yemini  294
yhw and yw in personal names see theophoric 
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“YHWH of Jerusalem”  75
“YHWH of Samaria”  51, 75–76, 77, 96, 100, 

330, 388
“YHWH of Teman”  51, 75, 77, 96, 100, 356, 

393
Yinʽam, Tel  192
Yokneam  10, 163
Yotvata  404n
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Za-anannim  187, 191–192
Zanoah  543
Zanton, Nahshon  213n
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Zarethan  214
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Zemaraim, Mount  243, 271
Zenon papyri  531, 532, 547
Zeredah  240, 295, 337
Zererah  214
Zertal, Adam  439–440
Zevit, Ziony  527n
Zhu-En Wee, John  156n
Ziemer, Benjamin  56n
Zif, Khirbet/Tell  421, 422n
Ziklag
 location  159, 418, 419, 420
 in 1 Samuel 27   54, 415, 488, 502
Zimhoni, Orna  434–435
Ziph  419, 421, 543, 546
Zobah  15, 153, 512, 513, 514
 see also Aram Zobah
Zorah  414, 424, 477, 543, 546
Zorn, Jeffrey R�  493n
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