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Introduction

In this volume of studies (entitled: Biblical Text and Exegetical Culture: Col-
lected Essays) I have collected a broad range of my smaller academic writings 
in the areas of ancient Biblical Studies, Qumran and Dead Sea Scrolls, and 
the literature of classical rabbinic Judaism. The ensemble is presented in an 
overall historical sequence, and variously subdivided into thematic clusters. 
Taken altogether, they represent the interests, concerns and methods that have 
occupied my scholarly work and attention for nearly five decades. A variety of 
related writings with some topical or thematic additions have not been included, 
in order to minimize duplication. In addition, studies that originally appeared 
in Hebrew language journals or annuals, or in Hebrew language encyclopedias, 
also do not appear in this collection (e. g., the essay “Ha-’Ot Ba-Miqra’ ” [“On 
Biblical Omina”] in Shnaton Ha-Miqra’, volume 1 [1976]; and the articles on 
“torah” and “teshuvah” [“repentance”] in the Encyclopedia Biblica / Entziklope-
dia Miqra’it, volume 8 [1978]).

Part One of this collection comprises, first, a selection of essays on bib-
lical composition in diverse genres – highlighting both stylistic and redactional 
features which demonstrate the interrelationship between technique, selection, 
and thematic concerns. Thus, the art and poetics of these works are analyzed 
as both literary and cultural documents (that is, works of personal and editorial 
composition). The role of editing is also evident in the scribal techniques that 
occur in different forms – thus showing how colophon-like summary elements 
tag certain ritual texts or laws, and even reveal the inner-history of a text or 
anthology. Links with ancient Near Eastern literature is repeatedly shown. A 
second broad area deals with topics in biblical religion and religiosity, with 
special attention to the mentalities involved and how they relate both to ancient 
mythological notions and to related features in ancient Israel. Thus, the diverse 
forms are given typological and phenomenological consideration (particularly 
as they relate to Israel’s awareness of pagan deities and beliefs, and to forms of 
prophecy, polemic, and expression). Finally, this first part also includes shorter 
essays related to the issue of inner-biblical exegesis, showing considerations of 
the emergence of diverse interpretations of older traditions (legal, prophetic, 
and theological) within the cultural-literary circles of ancient Israel. All this is 
part of the larger phenomenon of redaction and reception history, and shows the 



emergence – already in biblical antiquity – of a textual and exegetical culture 
built off of received authoritative sources and traditions.

Part Two functions as a kind of transitional unit, and is focused primarily on 
the types of textual exegesis in Qumran and the Dead Sea Scrolls – some types 
of which derive from ancient Near Eastern exegetical models; others display-
ing modes of interpretation emergent from ancient Israel and anticipating the 
vast textual and exegetical culture of ancient rabbinic Judaism. Other types of 
redaction and reception history are evident through various thematic arcs and 
motifs. All this material fills in the cultural space between ancient Israel and its 
various rabbinic heirs.

Part Three of the collection puts on display the range of Jewish exegetical 
culture in rabbinic antiquity. Midrashic creativity is the major hermeneutical 
mode or technique, and its structures and reach are notable. They include the 
theological revival and expansion of myth and mythic motifs; and they display 
how Judaism transformed old sacrificial sources or themes in light of its post-
Temple reality – including notions of divine suffering and the reuse of old judg-
ment motifs to articulate new redemptive hope. A series of chapters show how 
the sages gave new meaning to such topics as death and joy, or to the meaning 
of action and spiritual values. Exegesis is the font for expanding law and artic-
ulating virtues – in short, establishing a viable religious culture and religiosity. 
The dynamics of tradition and tradition-building are evident throughout, with 
concomitant issues of authority and dynamic change in full view. The series of 
chapters concludes with a retrospectus on the forms of biblical textuality and 
textual cultures during the past century, particularly their exegetical and social 
shapes. The terminus ad quem for these studies is the end of the classical period 
of Jewish creativity in late antiquity (notably the fifth-sixth century ce).

I am grateful to Dr. Henning Ziebritzki of Mohr Siebeck for his invitation to 
collect my smaller writings in this distinguished format. During the course of its 
production, I have benefited from the expert and efficient technical assistance of 
Mr. Marshall Cunningham and Mr. Samuel Catlin. A second volume will present 
other researches dealing with Jewish thought, theology, and hermeneutics from 
the early medieval period through contemporary modernity; and as is the case 
with this volume, the materials will be arranged historically and thematically. I 
am hopeful that, through these two publications, the present and future genera-
tions can observe a distinct turning point in biblical and rabbinic studies – one 
focused on the dynamic diversity of scriptural exegesis as a multivalent prism 
for understanding biblical and rabbinic cultures.

December 2020 Michael Fishbane
 The University of Chicago
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Biblical Israel





1. Composition and Structure in the Jacob Cycle  
(Genesis 25:19–35:22): Formations of Epic Narrative

I.

Approaches to the patriarchal narratives in the Book of Genesis have been as di-
verse as the biases and concerns of biblical text study. Indeed, the first preserved 
“interpretations” of the narratives dealing with the patriarch Jacob (Gen. 25:19–
35:22) are already textured into various biblical reflections on the moral and his-
torical relations found in the Cycle. Nor is it surprising that the Jacob traditions 
should have been reused and reappraised. Just as Abraham became both a model 
of trust and hope in divine beneficence to later generations (e. g., Isa. 29:22; 41:8, 
51:2; cf. Ezek. 33:24), the patriarch Jacob was also significant – particularly 
insofar as he was renamed “Israel.” Because Jacob was Israel, every reading of 
the particular life history of Jacob could be deepened by a national reading of 
the same contents. Thus for later biblical traditions the original relations between 
Jacob-Israel and his brother Esau-Edom were but the surface level of numerous 
layers of allegorical possibilities.

But it would seem that this later apprehension of a national dimension to 
the Jacob Cycle is, actually, a primary motivational feature of the narrative. 
Since the epical Genesis narratives took shape largely during the United Mon-
archy, it is not surprising to find there historical retrojections.1 Thus the oracle 
of Esau-Edom’s subjugation to Jacob-Israel (Gen. 25:23) may reflect Judah’s 
suzerainty over Edom after David conquered it and set up military garrisons 
(2 Sam. 8:13 f.; 1 Kings 11:15 f.). Similarly, the oracle of Edom’s eventual in-
dependence (Gen. 27:40) most probably reflects the temporary break in Judah 
to hegemony near the close of Solomon’s reign (1 Kgs. 11:14–22, 25; cf. LXX).2

With such a political motivation at its core, it is even less surprising to wit-
ness the use of the Jacob-Esau scenario to depict later historical episodes in 
the national life of Israel-Judah and Edom, both singly and in combination. 
Thus in the oracles against the nations preserved in Amos 1:2–2:6 there is an 

1 For a study of this matter, see Benjamin Mazar, “The Historical Background of the Book 
of Genesis,” JNES 28 (1969), 73–83.

2 On this oracle as a retrojection, see Menahem Haran, “Observations on the Historical 
Background of Amos 1:2–2:6,” IEJ 18 (1968), 207, and n. 18; Michael Fishbane, “The Treaty 
Background of Amos 1:11 and Related Matters,” JBL 89 (1970), 315.



oracle against Edom (1:11–12) of which the following condemnation is pertinent 
(v. 11): “He chased his ally (’āḥ) with sword/and broke fealty with his partner 
(raḥamāv).”3 This stich deals with an historical occurrence of covenantal mal-
feasance by Edom, as both ’āḥ and raḥam(āv) are ancient parallel terms, known 
from Akkadian and Aramaic sources, whose technical sense is “treaty-partner.”4 
But the pun is obvious: the first word, ’āḥ literally means “brother”; the second 
raḥam(āv) plays on the homonym reḥem “womb.” Thus the oracle condemns 
Edom in language reminiscent of his struggle with Jacob at birth (Gen. 25:22–
26). There are similar references to the fraternity of Edom and Israel in Obadiah 
10 and Malachi 1:2 ff.

In addition to the above situations of international treaty relations, there are 
further explicit references to this tradition in texts dealing with the national 
covenantal relations between Israel and YHWH. In these cases the tradition is 
not used to condemn Edom but to criticize the duplicity and perfidy of Israel 
(Judah) itself. Accordingly, the theme of deception comes to the fore in these 
texts, thereby affording some insight into a traditional reading of Jacob’s wily 
character – the negative evaluation of which is, as shall be seen, largely muted 
in the extant pentateuchal sources. Thus in Hos. 12 in addition to indicating 
various episodes of the Jacob Cycle scenario, Judah’s covenantal malfeasance 
is characterized as mirmāh “deceit” (v. 7).5 This term also appears in Jer. 9:5, in 
the context of various references to Judah’s covenantal perfidy (vv. 3–5):

Watch out, each one from his fellow; don’t trust; 
For every brother (’āḥ) is a conniving trickster (‘aqôv ya‘aqov) … 
Secrecy within secrecy, deceit within deceit (mirmāh), they refuse to know Me ….6

There can be little doubt of the background of this castigation. Indeed the pro-
phet has not only played on the name Jacob (ya‘aqov) but has used other terms 
which appear in the Genesis source.7

It is thus clear that the pentateuchal tradition anent Jacob enjoyed a lively 
place in ancient Israelite imagination, which did not repress reflections that 

3 For the possible historical background of this verse cf. Haran, op. cit., 207–12 and Fish-
bane, op. cit., 313–318. On 201–07, Haran has argued plausibly that Amos 1:6–9 do not deal 
with Edom.

4 I advanced this interpretation in the above-cited article and added “Additional Remarks on 
Rhmmyw (Amos 1:11),” JBL 90 (1971), 391–93.

5 On Hos. 12 see, e. g., Yehezkel Kaufmann, Toledot ha-‘Emunah ha-Yisra’elit III/I., 134–36; 
M. Gertner. “The Masorah and the Levites.” VT 10 (1960), Appendix, 272–84; and Peter Ack-
royd, “Hosea and Jacob,” VT 13 (1963), 248–59.

6 This follows the LXX reading where the consonants šb of MT šbtk were assumably linked 
to the preceding v. 4. The resulting tk was read as tok, a word after parallel to mirmāh (cf. 
Ps. 10:7; 55:12). A structural interpretation of Jer. 9 occurs in my book Biblical Text and Texture 
(Oxford, 1998).

7 In addition to ’āḥ and ‘aqov, stem tll (hetel) appears in Gen. 31:7, mirmāh appears in 
Gen. 27:35; 34:13, and the verbal stem rmy in Gen. 29:25.
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suggest a reading of Jacob’s behavior in less than elegant moral terms. Indeed, 
as we shall see, a moral critique of Jacob’s actions is textured into the Cycle it-
self. But later Jewish tradition was far more gracious to “Israel.” On occasion the 
very linguistic basis of this treachery was undercut, and the palpably disquieting 
way that he acquired the blessing of first-born was controverted.8 In addition 
to these exegetical apologetics, the relationship between Jacob and Esau bit at 
the root of Jewish imagination with the result that Israel’s historical encounters 
with Rome and Christendom were often depicted as an extenuation of an ancient 
enmity with Edom.9

II.

In more recent times, when the documentary hypothesis has often formed the 
conceptual framework for a critique and interpretation of Genesis 25:19–35:22, 
the putative repetitions in the narrative, the variations in style, and the diversity 
of content and motivation were felt to attest to an original diversity of courses. 
Otto Eissfeldt presented an elaborate reconstruction of the Jacob Cycle and, 
through his isolation of various parallel strands, constrained to account for the 
confusions and contradictions of the present text.10 Other commentators, like 
John Skinner11 and Ephraim A. Speiser,12 have also assigned various labels to 
the separate strands, but without reconstructing the separate documents as ex-
haustively.

This analysis of the Jacob Cycle by Eissfeldt, first presented as part of his 
influential work in text-criticism, was re-presented in elaborate form in the 
Festschrift for Hermann Gunkel.13 Eissfeldt criticized Gunkel’s earlier literary-
folk analysis on the ground that any literary analysis must be based on the be-
drock of firm textual criticism. But in actual fact, Gunkel had himself assumed 

 8 Onqelos translated bemirmāh in Gen. 27:35 as beḥokma “with wisdom”; see also TJI, 
R. Yoḥanan in Bereshith Rabbah 67:4 and Midrash Hagadol (ed. Margulies), 482. Onqelos also 
translated ye‘aqveni (v. 36) by the same verb. Of a piece with this tendentiousness we might 
point to those midrashim which understand “Israel is my first-born” in Exod. 4:22 as referring 
to Jacob, thereby giving a post hoc legitimation to Jacob’s appropriation of Esau’s birthright; 
cf. Bereshith Rabbah 86:2 and Exodus Rabbah 15:7. The problem of selling the birthright is 
noted in Midrash HaGadol, 445.

 9 Cf. Gerson Cohen, “Esau as Symbol in Early Medieval thought,” Jewish Medieval and 
Renaissance Studies, ed. A. Altmann (Brandeis Texts and Studies IV; Cambridge, 1967), 19–48.

10 Hexateuch-Synopse. Die Erzählung der fünf Bücher Mose und des Buches Josua mit 
dem Anfange des Richterbuches in ihre vier Quellen zerlegt und in deutscher Übersetzung 
dargeboten (Leipzig, 1922).

11 ICC, Genesis, 1910.
12 AB, Genesis, 1964.
13 “Stammessage und Novelle in den Geschichten von Jacob und von seinen Söhnen,” 

Eucharisterion für H. Gunkel, ed. H. Schmidt (Göttingen, 1923), I, 56–77.
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the results of earlier textual work on the Cycle and felt that there was substantial 
agreement between the results of source criticism and his analysis. In his study, 
he isolated two Jacob-Esau folk-tales, a Jacob-Laban tale, genealogies and 
various shrine sagas.14 From each of these text units Gunkel then tried to isolate 
a core tale (Einzelsage) around which the other narratives, genealogies, and his-
torical details were integrated.

But even though Eissfeldt’s analysis was highly critical of the literary con-
clusions drawn by Gunkel, and controverted him at various points, the irony was 
that both proceeded from similar methodological assumptions of text-criticism 
and sought to recover the original literary sources (strands) of a received text. 
Such an approach is genetic, insofar as it considers the isolation of the “origins” 
of a narrative to be a sine qua non of textual inquiry. Gunkel, on the other hand, 
showed a firmer sense of style and appreciation of the form of literary units. 
Nevertheless, in his search for the Einzelsage, he too was firmly rooted in the 
diachronic thrust of the folk-tale analysis of his day which searched for the 
genetic origin of a saga-unit, and attempted to follow its peregrinations and uni-
fication with other saga-units.15

Whatever the conceptual and analytic merits of these methods with regard to 
the Jacob Cycle, the discussion is now frozen into various degrees of hyper-re-
finement of the one approach or the other. Accordingly, it is my assumption that 
any critical advance can only proceed by shifting the entire ground of discussion. 
Thus without denying the assured results of a critical scholarship, which has 
painstakingly isolated diverse materials in Genesis 25:19–35:22, I shall attempt 
to investigate the entire Cycle as a structural unity, i. e., as a synchronic whole.

Whatever the “original” shape of the various traditions “underlying” the 
Jacob Cycle, any serious analysis must also consider their morphological unity. 
We must ask: are there grounds for investigating the structural coherence of 
the received Cycle? Is the Cycle merely a patchwork of narrative strands, or 
have these been integrated by a sustained literary imagination? In other words, 
is there ground for assuming a skillful intentionality behind the editing and, if 
so, may we extrapolate any positive implications regarding the “composition” 
and “editing” of biblical traditions? Let me note at this point that this methodo-
logical shift – from a diachronic to a synchronic analysis – is a shift which has 
also assumed increased importance in the continuing critical study of folk and 
epic narratives.16 A few background remarks may serve to place my analysis in 
perspective.

14 What Remains of the Old Testament (London, 1928 = Preussische Jahrbücher, Bd. 176, 
1919), ch. 5, “Jacob,” 150–86.

15 Alan Dundes, “From Etic to Emic Units in the Structural Study of Folktales,” J. Am. 
Folklore 75 (1962), 95–97.

16 Op cit., 95–105 and below, Part IV.
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In Homeric scholarship, the analytic insights of Friedrich A. Wolf 17 and Ulrich 
von Wilamowitz-Moellendorff 18 led both to skepticism regarding the unity of the 
Homeric epics, and to a treatment of its contents as diverse literary units. But the 
celebrated innovations of Milman Parry19 and Albert B. Lord20 have gone a long 
way in restoring respect for the oral techniques which underlie these epics; and 
John L. Myres21 and Cedric H. Whitman22 have given considerable attention to 
the editorial techniques and coherence of the Iliad. In a bold hypothesis, Myres 
demonstrated the remarkable symmetry of the 24 books of the Iliad, and sug-
gested that this editorial technique is a literary cognate of the bilateral symmetry 
in late-Minoan pottery decoration. Whitman deepened this insight, and further 
elaborated upon an even more complex symmetry between the sub-units com-
prising the “dramatic action.” It is, moreover, noteworthy that a chiasm has been 
detected for a sub-unit in the Akkadian Atrahasis epic as well.23

Withal, interest in the structural unity of a narrative has neither been as strong 
nor as developed in literary investigations of the Hebrew Bible. Certain initial 
steps in this direction were taken by Nils Wilhelm Lund, who attempted to reveal 
the presence of chiasm in various literary texts.24 Yehuda Radai has continued 
this approach and offered various possible examples of chiastic structure in the 
biblical narrative.25 Many of their suggestions, and those of others, will have to 
be further analyzed before over-all conclusions can be reached.26 The following 
study of Genesis 25:19–35:22 will hopefully give a firm attestation of this tech-
nique in the Hebrew Bible and suggest a method of analysis. What follows, then, 
is a structural outline and analysis of the Jacob Cycle.

17 Prolegomena ad Homerum, 1795, ed. I. Bekker (Berlin, 1872).
18 Homerische Untersuchungen (Berlin, 1884).
19 L’Epithète traditionelle dans Homère (Paris, 1928) and Les Formules et la mètrique d’ 

Homère (Paris, 1928).
20 The Singer of Tales (Cambridge, 1960); cf. Lord, “Composition by Theme in Homer and 

South Slavic Epos,” Transactions of the American Philological Assn. 82 (1951), 71–80, and in 
the same collection James Notopoulos, “Continuity and interconnection in Homeric Oral Com-
position,” 81–101.

21 “The Last Book of the ‘Iliad’,” J. of Hell. Stud. 52 (1932), 264–96; he acknowledges his 
debt to John Tresidder Shepard, Pattern of the Iliad.

22 Homer and the Heroic Tradition (Cambridge, 1958), esp. Ch. XI
23 See William L. Moran, “The Creation of Man in Atrahasis I 192–248,” BASOR 200 (1970), 

75–86.
24 “The Presence of Chiasmus in the Old Testament,” AJSL 46 (1930), 104 ff; 49 (1932), 281 ff. 

Cf. his Chiasmus in the New Testament (Chapel Hill, 1942).
25 “Chiasm in the Biblical Narrative,” Beth Mikra 20–21 (1964), 48–72 [Hebrew].
26 For other uses of this technique, cf. Albert Condamin, “Symmetrical Repetitions in Lam-

entations 1–2, JTS 7 (1905), 137–40; Norbert Lohfink, “Darstellungskunst und Theologie in Dtn. 
1, 6–3, 29,” Bib 41 (1960), 120–123; Ad. Lenglet, “La Structure littèraire de Daniel 2–7,” Bib 53 
(1972), 169–90; and Jack Lundbom, “Elijah’s Chariot Ride,” JJS 24 (1973), 39–50.
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III.

1. The Jacob Cycle, Genesis 25:19–35:22

A oracle sought; Rebekka struggles in 25:19–34 
 childbirth; bekhorah-birthright; birth; 
 themes of strife, deception, and fertility

B interlude; strife; deception; berakhah- 26 
 blessing; covenant with foreigner

C deception; berakhah stolen; fear of 27:1–28:9 
 Esau; flight from land

D evening encounter with divine beings at 28:10–22 
 sacred site, near border; berkahah

E internal cycle opens; arrival; kisses; 29 
 Laban at border; wages; deception

• Rachel barren; Leah fertile

F  30

• Rachel fertile; Jacob breeds the herds

E' internal cycle closes; departure; kisses; 31 
 Laban at border; wages; deception

D' evening encounter with divine beings 32 
 at sacred sites, near border; berakhah

C' deception planned; fear of Esau; 33 
 berkahah-gift returned; return to the land

B' interlude; strife; deception; covenant 34 
 with foreigner

A' oracle fulfilled; Rachel struggles in 35:1–22 
 childbirth; berkahah; death; resolutions

In the foregoing I have schematized the contents of Genesis 25:19–35:22. The 
material has been sub-divided by content and theme. Thus each sub-division has 
an independence of actions, theme and mood, even as the various pericopae have 
an overall interdependence. What is striking, in retrospect, is that our thematic 
sub-divisions agree, almost completely, both with the chapter divisions intro-
duced by Christian scholars in the Middle Ages and with the Masoretic unit di-
visions found in Rabbinic Bibles. As can be readily seen, the Jacob Cycle has a 
symmetrical coherence which is, as we shall see, effected by a repetition of both 
thematic content and key verbal stems. Before proceeding, a brief word on the 
last point is in order.

Biblical Israel10



Index of Citations from Ancient and Medieval Sources

Hebrew Bible

Genesis
1 353–54, 361
1:1 321, 328
1:1–2 62, 80–81, 93
1:9 357
1:27 554
1:28–30 555
2:4 321, 325
3 63, 69
4–11 63
4:3–4 513
8:20–21 513
9 27
9:1–3 555
9:5–6 555
12:1–3 23, 26
12:7–8 513
15:6 169
16:4 272
18 23
19:1–35:22 25
22:13–13 524–26
22:17 26
24:12–27 272
25:11 272
25:42–48 272
25:19–35:22 513
25:22–26 6
25:23 5, 188
26 13–15, 24
26:3–4 26
26:15–25 272
26:16 272
26:24 26
26:34 25
27:1–28:9 15–18
27:12 26

27:29 26
27:40 5
27:46 25
28:10 24, 26
28:10–22 18–20
28:13–14 26
29 20–21
30 21–22
30:1 118
30:1–2 23
30:27 26
30:30 26
31 20–21
31:4 26, 244
32 18–20, 26
32:29 46
33 15–18
34 13–15, 24
35:12 26
37 227
37–39 24
37:11 118
39:11 26
40:10 223
40:12 223
40:17–18 223
41:26 223

Exodus
2:15–21 272
3–4 64
3–11 174
3:2–4 496
3:7 23
3:7–9 173
4:10 59
4:24–26 24



4:27–28 244
6:12 59
7–11 30
8:16–24 173
11:1–8 207
12 209, 514
12:1–19 206–07
12:1–27 208
12:20–51 206–08
12:47 264
12:47–48 250
13:1–16 244
13:3 390
13:14 390
13:16 390
14:19–21 495
14:28–29 274
14:31 191, 304, 390
15:1 275
15:1–19 274
15:2 506
15:17–18 267
15:21 95
15:22 311
15:22–19:2 209
15:26 492, 495
15:32–36 154
16:4–27 154
18 188
18:15–16 186
18:19 164
18:26 164
19–20 63
19–24 209
19:56 156
20 244
20:1 550
20:2–17 168
20:5 118
20:5–7 172–73
20:12 245
20:14 109
20:16–17 245
20:18–21 154
20:19–26 245
21:1 245
21:3 245
21:6 245

21:8 245
21:10 245
21:19 558
21:23–25 558
21:37 171
22:1–2 171
22:7 241, 264
22:15 43, 246
22:15–16 264
22:30 168–69
23:4 166
23:10–11 152–53, 167
23:17–19 169
24:10 334
25–31 209
25:2 130
28:9–12 132
28:29 132
29:30 186
30:11–16 130–31, 134–35
30:12 135
30:14 133
31:12–18 154
32 84
32:19 329
32:35 249
33:20 294
34:6–7 171–73
34:21 154
34:24 118
35:5 130
35:22 130
35:29 130
36:3–7 292
37:7–9 291
38:8 292
38:21 130
38:25–26 129–30
40:33 110

Leviticus
1–7 514
1–9 205
1:1 110, 292
1:1–5:26 115
1:11 527
4:13–21 153
4:27–31 153

598 Index of Citations from Ancient and Medieval Sources



6–7 100, 116
6:1–7:38 115
6:2 184, 193
6:7 184, 193
6:18 184, 193
7:1 184, 193
7:11 184
7:37 100, 116, 184, 192, 

523
8–9 115
9:22 138
9:23–24 205
10 205–06
10:1–2 116, 204, 206, 209
10:8–11 204–05, 515–16
10:10 98
10:10–11 154
10:10–20 204
10:11 299
10:17 543
10:18–19 546
11–14 100
11–15 98, 101, 115–16, 

204–06
11–16 515
11:1 546–47
11:15 184
11:47 204
12:1–7 196
12:7–8 185
13–14 98–100, 197–98
13:1 198
13:1–36 100–01
13:59 185
14:1 198
14:2 116
14:32 116
14:54 208
14:54–57 185, 198
14:57 204
15:1–31 196
15:2 113
15:19 113
15:32 185
15:32–33 196
16:1 209
16:1–2 98, 116, 202, 205–06
16:2–34 202–03

16:29–31 203–04
17 205
17–26 109
17:8 113
17:10 113
17:13 113
18:6 113
18:7 380
18:13 262
18:18 113
19:18 247
19:19 152
20:2 113
20:4 113
20:9 113
20:9–12 171
20:10 122
20:10–21 109
20:17–19 171
20:27 114
21:5–6 158
22:2 249
22:14–16 157–58
23 205, 243
23:1–5 199–201
23:2–3 208
23:8 199
23:9–10 199
23:21 199
23:23–24 199
23:28 199, 241, 261
23:33–34 199
23:33–36 201
23:3538 199–200
23:39–44 200–01
24:1 200
24:10–23 206–07
25:1 167
25:1–24 177
25:3–7 153, 167
26 63
26:1 246, 262
26:12 123
26:32–35 176
27:2 133
35:21 133
35:26 133

Index of Citations from Ancient and Medieval Sources 599



Numbers
1–4 129–30
1–8 209
1:1–3 129
1:46 129
2:26 129
2:32 129
5:6 113
5:8 113
5:11 118
5:11–31 110–14, 119, 121–22, 

124–25
5:12–14 97, 118–20
5:29–30 97, 118–19
5:31 120
6:2 113
6:9 113
6:22–27 110
6:23–27 137–38, 144
6:24–26 140, 250, 264, 493
8:84 115
8:89 115
9:1–10:11 209
9:3 250
9:9–14 114, 151, 165
9:10 113
9:13 113
10:9 239
10:9–10 132
10:35–36 111
11:16–30 209
11:23 390
12:6 292
12:8 292–95
14:17–18 171
15:22–29 153
15:30 249
16:22 470
18:11–19 157
18:25–29 157
19:2–22 185
20:1–12 209–10
20:5–11 275
20:11 544
21:4 274
21:6 275
21:10–11 274
21:14–19 274

21:17–18 309
21:18 254, 275
21:18–19 312
22–24 30
22:31 300
24:3–4 189
24:17 252, 268
24:17–19 239, 267
25:1–9 83
25:1–15 123
25:11 118
27:1–5 164
27:12–23 210
28–29 243
28–36 209–10
29:35 201
30:15 263
31 130–31
31:14 542
31:21 542
33:50–34:29 102
35 102
36:13 210

Deuteronomy
1–26 251
1–30 210
1:4–5 187
1:5 515–16
1:7 265
1:9–18 186–87
1:13 265
4:1 251
4:2 94
4:4 304
4:12 294
4:30 95
5 244, 261
5:12 155, 168, 240–41
5:12–14 154
5:17 109
5:28–29 245
6:4 191, 251, 581
6:4–6 463
6:4–9 244
6:5 457
6:6–8 126
6:10–13 273

600 Index of Citations from Ancient and Medieval Sources



7:9–10 173
7:8 248, 260, 265
7:13 125
7:26 131
9:1 251
9:5 248, 265
10:8 138
10:12 251
11:13–21 244
11:13–25 82
11:22 191, 457
12 94
12–23 243
12:2–14 66
12:7 433
12:18 433
12:28 49
13:1 94
13:15 186, 556
14 187
14:1–2 158
14:3–21 169
14:26 433
15:2 263
15:14–15 435
16:4 186
16:7 250
16:11 433
16;14–15 433
16:15 441
16:16–22 246
16:21 262
16:28 185
17:1 246
17:2 247
17:8–10 185
17:10 255
17:11 190
17:18–20 187
18:15–18 64
18:18 575
18:18–22 245
18:29 66
19:11 107
19:15–19 556
20:2–4 239
21:1–9 111
21:5 138

21:18–21 565
22:1–3 166–67
22:9–11 152
22:13–29 105–07, 109–10
22:22 122
22:25 43
22:28–29 246, 264
23:1 105
24:1–4 171
24:1–6 105
24:10 135
26 82
26:5–8 293
26:12 433
27:4–7 245
27:9–26 252
28 64, 356
28:4 125
28:10–69 82
28:18 125
28:46–47 434
28:47 440
28:51 125
29:18 249
29:28 256–57
30:11 187
30:11–14 82
30:14 187
31:6–7 190
31:6–19 95
31:7–8 159
31:8–12 95
31:19 95
31:24–30 95
32:1 95
32:4 419
32:9 175
32:10 318
32:13 175
32:21 118
32:47 263, 328
33 210
33:2 317
33:2–5 414
33:4 515
33:10 185
33:26 416, 421, 427
33:26–29 413–14

Index of Citations from Ancient and Medieval Sources 601



34:1–6 210
34:9 281
34:9–12 201
34:10 295

Joshua
1:4–9 190
1:7–8 159, 210
1:8 169, 238
8:33–34 252
13–19 102
18:13 149
20 102–05
21 102
24:29–31 210

Judges
2:7–10 210
2:11–23 83
6 24
6:25 83
6:28 83
6:30 83
7:10–15 229
10:16 343–44
13 23–24
13–16 30
21:25 249

1 Samuel
1 24, 210
2 31–33
2:11 32
2:18 32
2:21 32
2:26 32
3 29–38, 228
3:2 33
23:2–4 188
23:8–12 188
31 210

2 Samuel
1 210
7:10–11 267
7:15–16 303
8:13 5
21:2 118

1 Kings
1–2 210
2 30
6:23–28 291
8:25 303
11:14–22 5
11:25 5
12:28 83
15:11 84
15:11–13 303
16:29–34 84
18:21 84
18:36 84
18:38–45 84
19:11–12 84–85, 351
21 514
22 60
22:5–6 188
22:8 170, 299
22:22 43

2 Kings
1:3 84
1:6 84
1:16 84
3:14–15 437–38
10:18–29 84
12:5–6 133
12:7–16 133
12:17 133–34
17:7–17 305
17:7–23 83
21:3 84
21:3–7 86
22:5 321
22:8 321
22:13 188
23:4–6 86
23:5 85

Isaiah
1 514
2:3 175
2:5 175
2:7 175
2:10 175
2:22 241, 264
6 58

602 Index of Citations from Ancient and Medieval Sources



6:1 59
6:6–7 301
6:9 61
7:4 304
7:9 304
7:17 267
8:11 267
8:14 468
8:16–17 305
8:17 306
9:1 175
9:1–5 468
9:2 433
9:3 175
9:13–14 225
11:9 175
11:11–16 173, 391–92
12:3 272
14:21 242
16:13–14 174
19:15 225
19:19–25 173–74
22:12 337, 377
23:15–17 227
25:8 364
26:4 324–25
27:1 367–68
28:19 369
29:9–11 150–52
29:11 117
29:22 5
31:8 239, 267
36–40 468
40:3 242, 255, 260
41:8 5
41:21–24 174
42:5–9 174
42:13 118
43:5–10 174
43:16–20 173–74
44:6–9 174
44:24–26 174
45:8–13 174
45:18–23 174
46:8–11 174
47:12–13 174
47:13 229
48:3–5 174

49:14–15 388
49:14–51:3 387
50:1 123
50:2 390
51:2 5
51:9 341, 367
51:9–11 354–55, 391, 394, 

399–400
51:16 575
51:17–23 124
52:10 400
52:12 173
53 345–46
53:5 344
54:1 125
54:5 125
54:5–6 123–24
54:7–8 124
55:10–11 174
56 514–15
57:3–14 123
58:5–7 204
58:12 154
58:13 263
58:14 175
60:1–2 175
60:5 175
60:9 175
60:14 175
60:17–18 175
61:1 177
62:4–5 124–25
62:10–12 175
63:7–19 333
63:9 332–33, 335, 342, 347
63:11–12 173
66 514–15
66:1–3 290
66:15 290
66:21 290

Jeremiah
1:4–10 61
1:5 46
1:6–9 575
1:7 59
1:8 43
1:10 46

Index of Citations from Ancient and Medieval Sources 603



1:11 225, 227
1:13 225, 227
1:18 43
1:19 49
2–3 123
2:2 124, 501
2:3 156–57
2:8 85
2:13 273, 279
2:20–25 85
2:26 171
2:34–36 171
3:1–2 171
3:14 125
3:19 228
4:19–20 44, 46
4:23–26 93
5:7 85
5:14 46
6:22–24 225
6:27 49
7 514
7:4 228
7:9 126
7:18 85, 125
9:3–5 6
9:13 249
10:19 340
11:1–5 252
11:19 45
11:21–23 50
12:5–6 50
12:13–15 66
12:16 85
13:16–17 336
14:1–8 274
14:22 85
15:1 68
15:10 44, 46
15:15–16 46
15:17 61
15:19–21 50
15:20 44
16:14–15 173
17:13 273–74
17:19–27 154–55, 168
17:21–22 161–62, 168
18:5–10 70

18:18 127
19:4–6 158
19:13 85
20:1–6 40–41
20:1–9 66
20:3–4 46
20:7–10 61
20:7–12 39–50, 68
20:9 46
20:11 49
20:13 50
20:20 46
23:9 45–46, 48
23:13 85
23:13–14 66
23:26–32 67
23:28–29 45
23:29 48, 326
24:1 225, 229
25:1 176
25:1–7 305
25:9–11 301
25:9–12 74, 175–76
25:11 223, 227
25:15 125
25:26 227–28
25:30 340, 371–72, 374–75, 

379–80
26 514
26:2 94
29:10 227
31:31 125
31:32 123
32:6–15 117
44:1–10 97
44:15–19 87
44:17–19 125
44:25 87, 125
49:12 125
50:1 228
50:8–9 228
50:18 228
50:21 228
50:22 125
50:41–43 225
51:1 227–28
51:35 228
51:41 227–28

604 Index of Citations from Ancient and Medieval Sources



Ezekiel
1 58, 88, 285, 426
1:1 288, 291–92, 302
1:3 288–89, 299
1:3–28 302
1:4 287
1:24 286
1:26 403, 407, 411
1:26–28 421
1:28 289
1:28–2:7 59
2:6 302
2:8–3:2 302
2:8–3:11 61
2:10 370
3:22 288–89
3:23 289–90
3:35–27 302
5:1–5 226
5:12 226
7:28 186
8 285
8:4 86
8:10–12 86
8:14 85
8:16 85–86
9:1 288
9:6 288
9:8 288
10 285–86, 288
10:4–5 286
10:15 289–90
10:20–21 289–90
11:24 288
12:21 66
13:10 248
14:9–10 66
16:2 124
16:3–8 502
16:8 124
16:22 124
16:25–34 124
16:38–41 124
16:42 118
16:43 124
16:46–63 124
21:5 67
22:2 124

22:7 171
22:10–12 171
22:11 124
22:30–31 68
23 124–25
29:17–20 174
33:24 5
37:23 267
39:25 118
40–42 285–86
40–48 514
43:1–4 286
43:3 288–92
43:6–7 290
43:10 290
44:9–16 290
44:9–31 161
44:15 242
47 514–15

Hosea
1–2 123
2:7 85
2:10–11 85
2:15 85
2:16–22 501
2:18–19 125
2:18–24 85
2:21–22 427, 503
4–14 85
4:2 126
6:6 518, 521–22
8:5 83
9:1–2 85
9:10 249
11:8–9 356
12:7 6
12:11 293
13:15 272

Joel
4:18 272

Amos
1–2 6
1:2 372
1:2–2:6 5–6
1:11–12 6

Index of Citations from Ancient and Medieval Sources 605



3:8 61
5:26–27 267–68
7:1 229
7:2 67
7:4 229
7:5 67
7:7 225, 229
7:8 68
7:14–15 59, 61
8:1 225, 227
9:11 267

Obadiah
10 6

Micah
7:15 173
7:18 344
7:18–20 171–72

Nahum
2:1 247

Habakkuk
1:5 267
2:3 230, 305–06, 308
3:2 356
3:7–10 267
3:8 291

Zephaniah
1:4–5 85
1:6 307
1:8 85

Haggai
2:10–14 516

Zechariah
1:7 176
1:8–10 223–24
1:12 176, 227
1:16 176
2:1 223–24
4:1–6 223
4:9 176
4:10–14 224
5:1–9 223–24

6:1–7 223–24
7:1 176
7:5: 176
8:2 118
9:1 339
9:14 525
14:8 272–73

Malachi
1:2 6
1:6–2:9 141–44, 162
2:4–7 154
2:4–8 516
2:6–7 186
3:22 309, 319

Psalms
1 515
1:1 249, 267
1:1–2 237
1:2 169, 370
1:2–3 189–90
2:11 441
4 140
4:2 139, 169
4:7 139, 169
4:9 139
6 470
7 40
8 93
9:1 326–37
10 93
13:6 169
16:1–2 434
16:5 434
16:8 191, 304
16:8–10 434
16:11 435
18:10 414
18:11 291, 364
18:11–17 286–87
19 52–56, 515
19:4–5 190–91
19:9 434
21:2 169
22:7–10 44
24:2 364
24:9 443

606 Index of Citations from Ancient and Medieval Sources



25 470–71
25:1 473
25:16 138
26:1 169
27:13 169
28 40
29:3–7 351
29:5 287
29:7 317
29:10 287, 283
31:15 169
33:6 322–23
33:7 358
35 40
36:8–11 273
36:10 283
37:1 118
41 93
41:5 169
41:11 169
44:23 458, 473
46 93
52:19 169
60:7 389–90, 396–97
67 140
67:2 138–39, 169
68:5 414
68:19 428–29
68:34–35 414
74 353–55, 392–93
78:4 170
78:32 169
80:4 138
80:8 138
80:20 138
85:11–12 426
85:14 426
86:16 138
89:10–13 354
90:12 183
91:15 335, 338, 360, 389–90, 

394–97
91:16 397, 399
93:1–4 287
93:3 358
97:11 449
100 228
100:2 433, 446

100:2–3 441–42, 444
101:24–30 81
104 354
104:7 358
104:13 433
104:33–34 453
109 40
109:22 459
113:9 433
114:8 282
115:9 191, 304
118:27 169
119 180, 434, 515
119:3 191
119:12 299
119:18 170, 189, 299–300
119:27 299
119:30 191
119:30–31 304
119:32 189
119:33 299
119:35 169–70
119:42 169, 191, 304
119:48 191, 304
119:64 299
119:66 169–70, 191, 299, 304
119:68 299
119:73 299
119:87 191
119:108 299
119:124 299
119:135 299
119:134–35 145
120–30 140
137:5 360, 388–89, 395–96
145:10 81
145:16 81
148 93

Proverbs
3:31 118
5 126
5:16 311
6:20–35 126
7–9 126
8 93
10:11 272
13:14 272

Index of Citations from Ancient and Medieval Sources 607



18:4 272
30:6 94

Job
3:3–13 93
13:15 332
28:23 422
28:27 422
33:30 449
38 93

Song of Songs
1:1–3:10 507
1:13 505
1:16 510
3:11 433
4:15 272
4:16 500
5:1–2 500
5:2 338
5:13–15 499
7:2–3 499
7:7–9 499
7:14 527–28

Lamentations
1:6 338
2:3 335, 377, 379, 389–90, 

396, 399, 401
2:2–3 359
2:3–4 394–95
2:19 191, 304

Ecclesiastes
2:2 436, 438
2:21 403–04, 409
3:11 327
8:1 407
8:15 436, 438
9:6 118
12:11 550–51

Esther
3:7 149

Daniel
1:4 301
2 223

2:2 228
2:9 229
2:36 229
4:15 229
4:17 223
4:23 223
5 230
5:7 229
5:11 228
5:25–28 223
5:26 229
7:2 229
7:2–14 223
7:7 229
7:13 229
7:17–27 223
8:16 403–04, 407
9 229–30
9–12 177, 301
9:1 223
9:1–2 177
9:2–3 301
9:20–25 301
9:22–23 178
9:24 223, 227
9:24–27 177–78
9:27 227
10–12 227
10:4 302
10:4–19 75
10:9 302
10:11–12 302
10:14–15 302
10:14–21 178
10:18 302
10:21 302
11:27 230, 306
11:33 303
11:33–35 178
11:35 230, 303, 306
12:4 306
12:6 303
12:7 178
12:9–10 303, 306
12:9–12 178
12:12 306
12:13 389

608 Index of Citations from Ancient and Medieval Sources



Ezra
1:1 227
3 514
3:12 149
6:14–15 176
6:16 227
7 300
7:1–6 298
7:2–10 238
7:6 299
7:9–10 188–89, 299
7:10 170, 321, 515–16
7:11 298
7:13–16 238
8:1 515
8:5–18 516
9 161, 302

Nehemiah
6:5 117
7:65 298
8 236, 238
8:1–8 298
8:7–9 299
8:13 299
9:29–30 305
10 302

1 Chronicles
15:26–16:36 111
28:18 291

2 Chronicles
6:16 303
14:1–3 303
15:2–7 158–60
20:15 305
20:17 305
20:20 305
24:6–10 134
29:14–19 165
29:31–34 165
29:34 166
30:2–3 161, 165–66
30:17 165–66
30:19 188
30:25 165
32:4 272
35:5–6 166
36:21 227
36:21–23 176–77

New Testament

Matthew
3:3 260

Luke
1:67–69 145

John
4:14 278
7:37–38 278

Romans
2:28–29 308
12:3 430

1 Corinthians
13:8 294–95

Ephesians
4:7–8 429–30
4:10 429
4:12–13 429–30
4:15–16 429

Philippians
2:6–11 406
3:21 430

Colossians
1:15–20 407–08

Index of Citations from Ancient and Medieval Sources 609



Apocrypha and Pseudepigrapha

4 Ezra
14:38–41 278, 280
14:47 277–78

Ben Sira
3:15 300
3:20–22 300
3:21–22 307
24:31 280
24:35 280

1 Maccabees
14:41 258

2 Maccabees
12:34–39 495

Odes of Solomon
7:4 406
7:6 406
11:6–7 278
30:1–7 278

1 Enoch
48:1–2 277

3 Enoch
17:3 420
33:5 420
41–45 399
48a 340–41, 360, 378–79, 

400–01

Dead Sea Scrolls

1QIsaa

51:17–52:26 260

1QS
1:3 237, 253
1:8 237
1:12 237
2:2–8 251
2:2–9 144
2:2–10 250, 265
2:10 251–52
3:15–4:14 239
3:17–19 274–76
4:22 408
5:7–20 241–42
5:7–6:1 264
5:11 259
5:11–12 257
6:6–8 237
6:14 237
6:17–18 237
6:24 237
7:7 238
8:3–15 242
8:6–8 238

8:11–12 259
8:13–14 260
8:13–16 254
8:14 235
8:15–16 253, 257–58
9:19–20 258
11 280
11:5–7 276

1QpHab
1:5 217
2:1–9 254
2:1–10 216
2:5–6 268
2:6–10 232
2:8–10 218
2:11–12 217
5:1–6 217
6:2–5 217
7:1–2 266
7:2 308
7:4 218
7:4–5 254
7:5 308
7:5–8 230

610 Index of Citations from Ancient and Medieval Sources



7:7 308
7:8 254
7:10–14 308–09
8:1–3 257
11:2 217
11:9–13 217
12:3 217
22:7 217

1QM
6:9 259
9:17–16:1 239
10:2–5 230
10:6 240
10:7–8 239
10:10 259
10:11–12 239
11:2–3 239
11:6–7 239, 267
11:7–8 254
11:9–10 239
11:11–12 267–68
17:6–8 427

1QH
2:15 259
2:17 259
4:10 259
4:20 259
5:9 310
5:10–11 276
6 279–80
8:4 310
8:4–8 276
11:18 280

4QpNah
1:3 217
2:2 217
2:8 240, 259

4QFlor
1–2 242
1:1 240
1:2–7 267
1:14 267
1:16 240

4Q177
1:14 258
1:12 258

4QpBless
3–4 258

11QTemp
11–29 243
17:6–9 264
35:10–14 258
40–66 243
48:14–17 258
51–52 246
51:17–18 258
52:1–3 262
53:7–8 260
55:2 243
55:12–14 260
57:20–21 258
60:15–16 258
63:7–8 243
66:8–9 246
66:8–11 264

CD
1–8 251
1:18 259
3:12–16 259
3:13 257
3:13–17 275
3:14–17 310
3:18–4:4 242
3:21 240
4:3 218
4:13–14 240
4:13–16 257
4:13–5:1 218
4:17–18 258
4:20–5:11 258
4:21–5:11 257
5:8–10 262
6:2–3 265
6:2–11 254, 259
6:3–10 275
6:4 310
6:4–11 257
6:6 259

Index of Citations from Ancient and Medieval Sources 611



6:78 240
6:7–10 310
6:10–11 258
6:14 257
6:16 259
6:20 259
7 269
7:7 238
7:9–10 242
7:10 232, 267
7:14–15 267
7:15 217
7:18–20 268
8:7–9 250
8:14 240
8:14–18 248–49, 265
8:16 260
8:21 259
9–16 251
9:2 240
9:2–5 247, 265
9:5 240

9:6–8 251, 263
9:9 260
10:1 217
10:14–15 240, 261–62
10:17–22 263–64
11:17–19 241, 261
11:18–21 265
11:40 241
12:2–3 238
13:1–2 259
13:7–8 238
14:1 232
14:1–2 257
15:1 260
15:6–7 240
16:1–2 238
16:2–3 259
19:7 240
19:11–12 240
20:1 253
20:20 258

Late Ancient and Medieval Jewish Sources

Mishnah

Berakhot
9:2 369

Shabbat
6:2 492
6:10 492

Pesahim
5:1 535

Yoma
4:1–2 111

Sukkah
4:5 260

Ta’anit
3:8 494

Bava Qama
8:1 558

Sanhedrin
4:5 555–56
6:4 494
10:1 492

Shevuot
4:13 260

Avot
1:1 232
1:3 480
2:8 311
2:11 281
3:11 307
5:22 238
5:25 318
6:1 281, 311
6:2 312

Temurah
5:5 526

612 Index of Citations from Ancient and Medieval Sources



Tamid
4:1 527
5:2 527

Yadayim
3:5 500

Babylonian Talmud

Berakhot
3a 339, 377, 381
3b 371–72, 375
5a 464
17a 520
55a–57b 493
59a 338, 360, 369–70, 

374–75, 379

Shabbat
30b 442, 446
67a 496
67b 492
89a 429
120b–121b 495

Pesahim
66a–b 541

Yoma
83b 495

Ta‘anit
7a 281

Megillah
17b 309
22a 470

Hagigah
3b 550
5b 336
12b 420

Sotah
9a 518–19

Bava Qama
30a 479
82a 311
83b 560

Bava Bathra
72b 281

73a 495
74a–b 367

Bava Metzi‘a
72a 136

Sanhedrin
65a–b 493
67b 493

Menahot
110a 192–93, 460–61, 467, 

522–23, 530–31

Palestinian Talmud

Berakhot
9:2 373

Shabbat
6:9 492
6:10 493

Pesahim
6:1 538

Hagigah
2:1 324–25

Sotah
13:2 309

Tosefta

Shabbat
6–7 492

Pesahim
4 534

Avot de-Rabbi Nathan (A)
1:2 500
1:14 281
4 459–60
14 311
34:103 433
37 425
39 408–09

Avot de-Rabbi Nathan (B)
32:71 480

Index of Citations from Ancient and Medieval Sources 613



Targum Isaiah
12:3 281
44:3 281

Targum Jonathan
2 280

Mekhilta de-Rabbi Ishmael

Bo
14 334

Beshallah
3 506

Sifra Leviticus

Shemini
2:12 543

Sifre Deuteronomy
32 457–59, 463
34 136
48 311
220 566
301 333
307 419
343 317
355 414–19, 421–23, 427, 

431–32
356 419

Midrash Tanhuma

Huqqat
1 358–59

Genesis Rabbah
5:1 358
12:10 321–23, 325
27:1 403, 409–10
56:7 525
56:9 525–26
56:10 527–28
64:8 281
70:8 281

Exodus Rabbah
30:3 281

Leviticus Rabbah
1:14 292–94
7:2 519
13:1 544–46

Song of Songs Rabbah
1:2 317
1:10 326
1:13 505–06

Lamentations Rabbah
1:24 340, 377–78
1:57 338–39

Midrash Shoher Tov
100:3 436–38

Midrash Mishlei
10 421–22, 432

Midrash Ha-Gadol
641 135
776 422

Pesiqta de-Rav Kahana
1:26–37 135
4 407–09
12:25 327
15:4 340
17:1–8 388
17:5 335, 359–60, 387–400

Pesiqta Haditha
6:42 431–32

Pesiqta Rabbati
20 432
40 527
81 420–21

Hekhalot Rabbati
13:2 427

Zohar

I
4b–5a 575–76
220b 342

614 Index of Citations from Ancient and Medieval Sources



II
128b–129a 470
200b 470

III
56a–b 441

74b 380–81
120b–121b 471

Yalqut Shime‘oni
386 136

Ancient Near Eastern Sources

Address by Marduk  221
Assyrian Dream Book  117, 220–21
Atrahasis Epic  9
Book of the Dead  219–20
Chedorlaomer Texts  222
Code of Hammurapi  79, 97, 110, 119–22
Demotic Chronicle  219–20
Elephantine Papyri  117

Enuma Elish  62, 78, 88, 117, 220–22, 
352, 385

Era Epic  88
Gilgamesh  219–21, 229
Maqlu  219
Middle-Babylonian Chemical Text  221
Pap. Beatty  220
Pap. Carlsberg  218, 220

Index of Citations from Ancient and Medieval Sources 615





Index of Authors

Al-Qirqisani  376
Alsheikh, R. Moshe  445
Amobius  406
Azikri, R. Eleazar  445, 464

Baentsch, Bruno  112
Baer, Yitzhak  376
Barfield, Owen  500
Barr, James  385–86
Basil the Great  406
Ben Avraham Ha-Rofe, R. Zedekiah  461
Ben Nathan Hayarḥi, R. Avraham  461
Ben R. Yehudah, R. Eleazar  461–62
Ben Yeruḥim, Salmon  375–76
Bialik, Hayim Naḥman  364–65
Boys, Thomas  101
Buber, Martin  11, 20, 487–88

Carpenter, Joseph  112
Cassuto, Umberto  11
Cohen, Gerson  500–01, 511
Cohen, Hermann  577
Cordovero, R. Moshe  342–45, 445

Dieterich, Albrecht  89
Driver, Godfrey R.  119–20
Dupont-Sommer, André  231

Ebeling, Erich  121
Eissfeldt, Otto  7–8

Finkelstein, Louis  414
Fischer, Leopold  117
Flusser, David  413, 431
Focillon, Henri  297
Frazer, James  491

Gadamer, Hans-Georg  501
Garber, Zev  331

Gertner, Meir  145
Giedion, Sigfried  78
Glatshtayn, Yankev  348
Glatzer, Nahum N.  477, 488
Gogol, Nikolai  487
Grapow, Herman  220
Gray, George Buchanan  112
Grözinger, Karl  499
Gunkel, Hermann  7–8, 20

Habavli, R. Shelomo  508–11
Hahn Noyrlingen, R. Yosef Yuzpa  465–68
Hammer, Reuben  414
Hannover, R. Nathan (Nata) ben Moses  

466
Hart, H. L. A.  535
Heinemann, Isaac  215
Herder, Johann Gottfried  351, 368–69
Hippolytus  279
Homer  9, 46, 318, 351
Horowitz, R. Isaiah  468–69, 587

Ibn Ezra, Abraham  53
Ibn Paquda, Baḥya  482–85
Idel, Moshe  405, 425

James, William  449–50
Jaspers, Karl  297
Jonas, Hans  183
Josephus, Flavius  490
Julianus  89
Justin Martyr  278–79, 410
Justin the Gnostic  279
Juvenal  490

Kafka, Franz  487–88, 589
Kallir, R. Eleazar  368, 422–23
Kass, Leo  183–84
Kaufmann, Yehezkel  111, 226



Lambert, Wilfred G.  221
Laotze  65
Leeuw, Gerardus van der  81
Leon, R. Moshe de  463–64
Lévi-Strauss, Claude  24–25
Levine, Baruch A.  115, 117
Lieberman, Saul  215, 408, 428
Liebreich, Leon J.  141
Lord, Albert B.  9
Lund, Nils Wilhelm  9, 101
Luria, R. Yitzhaq  445, 472–74
Luzzatto, R. Moshe Hayyim  464–65, 

587

Maggid of Mezeritch, the  484–87
Maimon, Solomon  486
Maimonides, Moses  350, 403–06, 424, 

439–41, 476, 490, 577, 588
Mann, Thomas  24, 577
Meister Eckhardt  486
Merleau-Ponty, Maurice  48
Miles, John  119–20
Milgrom, Jacob  129
Molinos  486
Mowinckel, Sigmund  11
Muffs, Yochanan  117, 140
Muilenberg, James  11
Müller, Max  368–69, 371
Myres, John L.  9

Nachmanides  344
Nicholson, Ernest  574
Nietzsche, Friedrich  588
Noth, Martin  112

Oppenheim, A. Leo  229
Origen  490
Otto, Rudolf  497

Parry, Milman  9
Peter Venerabilis  376
Petrus Alfonsi  374–76
Philo of Alexandria  318, 350
Philo of Biblos  426–27
Pines, Shlomo  410
Plato  372, 477
Pliny the Elder  490
Plotinus  89

Porphyry  89
Press, Richard  112
Propp, Vladimir  23–24

Quine, W. V. O.  201

R. Eliezer of Worms  489
R. Elimelekh of Lizensk  475–76
R. Ḥayyim of Volozhin  529–31
R. Meir of Rothenberg  464
R. Naḥman of Bratslav  450–54
Rad, Gerhard von  578
Radai, Yehuda  9
Rainey, Anson F.  115
Rashi  53
Richards, I. A.  17
Rosenzweig, Franz  11

Saadia Gaon  350, 410–11
Sallustius  89
Sarna, Nahum  196
Schneuri, R. Dov Ber  474–75
Scholem, Gershom  404, 413, 424
Shapiro, R. Kalonymos Kalmish  

345–47
Silberman, L.  215
Sirkis, R. Joel  464
Skinner, John  7
Sommer, Frederick  80
Speiser, Ephraim A.  7
Spinoza, Baruch  577, 587–88
St. John of the Cross  486
Stade, Bernhard  112–13
Strauss, Leo  80
Stroumsa, Gedaliahu  406
Sydow, Carl Wilhelm von  25

Talmon, Shermaryahu  114, 271

Urbach, Ephraim E.  407

Vidas, R. Elijah de  445–49
Vital, R. Hayim  445

Weber, Max  107, 533, 537
Whitman, Cedric H.  9
Wilamowitz-Moellendorff, Ulrich von  9
Wolf, Friedrich A.  9

618 Index of Authors



Index of Subjects

Action, spirituality of  477–88
Adultery, laws regarding  97, 109–27
Angels  13, 74, 176, 186, 286, 291–92, 

301, 306, 318, 332–33, 340, 346, 
374, 378, 399–400, 404–06, 408–11, 
418, 420, 423–27, 429, 447, 449, 495, 
505–06, 525, 528

Anthropomorphism, divine  58, 88, 132, 
260, 356–57, 365, 386, 390, 403–11, 
421–23, 425–26, 429–31, 472

Arm of the Lord, motif of  354–60, 
377–79, 385–401

Asylum, laws regarding  102–04, 107
Authority, legal  533–48; of teachers  

253–54, 277

Baʿal  77–81, 83–86, 88–90
Baʿal Shem Tov  484–87
Biblical criticism, modern  587–89

Canaan  15, 17–20, 22, 25–26, 54, 77–78, 
84–90, 115, 125, 129, 351–55, 367, 
391–92, 414, 502, 513, 580–81

Canon  162, 179, 181, 195–211, 317–20, 
354, 357, 482, 563–72, 578, 580, 591

Census, in Bible  129–36
Chiasmus  9, 31–32, 101, 150, 510
Christianity  194, 278, 280, 465, 486; 

origins of  91, 413
Colophon  97–100, 184–85, 196–98, 204
Cosmogony  78–79; see also: Creation
Covenant  6, 15, 27, 63–65, 68–73, 82–

83, 94–96, 123–24, 126, 142, 156–60, 
166, 169, 171–73, 257–58, 267, 275, 
291, 307–08, 356, 417, 434, 478, 
480–82, 499, 501–03, 513, 549–61, 
578, 581, 586

Creation  53, 321, 357–58, 408; see also: 
Cosmogony

Dead Sea Scrolls (Qumran), 231–70, 
274–80, 306–10, 409, 582–86; pesher 
interpretation in  215–30, 243–44, 275

Death  80, 457–76
Decalogue  126–27, 154–55, 168, 172–73, 

240, 244–45, 317–18
Divine glory  51–55, 403–04, 413–32
Divine roar, myth of  367–83
Dreams  18, 67; interpretation of  215–16, 

222–30
Dualism, theistic  62–63, 90

Eden, sin in  63–64
Epic  9
Eros  80
– in the Song of Songs  499–511
European Jewry, persecution of  

345–58
Exegetical theology  331–48

Folklore, study of  22–25

Gautama Buddha  65, 147
Gematria  217, 222

Halakhah  372–73, 439–40, 452, 461, 
467, 478–79, 533–48, 549–61

Homily, rabbinic  387–90, 394–98, 400, 
407–09

Imitatio dei  80
Inner-biblical exegesis  147–62, 164–81
Irony  17, 34–35, 46
Islam  81

Job  480–82
Joy, inwardness of  433–455

Karaite polemic  375–76



Leprosy, laws regarding  98–101, 196–98, 
201

Leviathan  355, 367–68

Magic  111, 424, 489–98
Marriage, laws regarding  105–06, 264
Martyrdom  458, 463
Merkavah  282, 291–92, 404–05, 421, 

424, 490, 496; see also: Throne
Midrash
– hermeneutics of  317–29, 553–54
– messianism in  327–28
Mikra  231–70
Mirrors  292–95
Motifs  22–23, 271–83
Monism, mythic  62–63
Musicality  37–38, 47–48
Myth  62–64, 77–78, 80–81, 86, 88–89, 

90, 125, 147, 273, 280, 283, 287, 
297, 317, 326, 329, 334–41, 349–65, 
367–83, 385–401

Mythopoeisis  287–88, 291, 298, 356–65, 
367, 369–83, 383, 395

Notrikon  217, 221–22, 228

Paranomasia  217, 220–21, 227
Passivity, spiritual value of  485–86
Pharisaism  147, 231–33, 237, 244, 

306–09, 585

Prayer  39–50, 51–56, 299–300
Priestly Blessing, the  137–46, 265
Prophecy  39–50, 57–75, 300–06
– citation in  242–43
– religious aspects of  57–75
Prophetic oracle  5–6, 11–12, 23–24, 

29–38, 40, 66, 73–75, 155–56, 164, 
175–78, 188–89, 218

Prophetic vision  285–93

Sacrifice, rabbinic transformation of  
513–32

Shekhinah  334–35, 342–44, 377, 437–38, 
442, 444, 446–48, 452, 471, 486, 
505–06

Sorrow, divine  331–48
Structural linguistics  319–20, 326
Suffering, prophetic  39–50, 59, 67
Syncretism  83–91, 125

Theomachy  78, 391
Theophany  64, 71–72
Throne, prophetic imagery of  59–60, 237, 

286, 403–05; see also:  Merkavah
Torah  51–56, 184–94, 237–38, 245, 

254–57, 275, 298–300, 303–04, 
311–13, 317–21, 326, 346, 423, 
515–17, 550–51, 576

Well, motif of  271–83, 297–313

620 Index of Subjects


	Cover
	Title
	Table of Contents
	Abbreviations��������������������
	Introduction�������������������
	Biblical Israel����������������������
	1. Composition and Structure in the Jacob Cycle (Genesis 25:19–35:22): Formations of Epic Narrative����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������

	Index of Citations from Ancient and Medieval Sources�����������������������������������������������������������
	Index of Authors�����������������������
	Index of Subjects������������������������



