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Chapter 1

Introduction

1.1 Overview of 2 Samuel 21-24

The final four chapters of the book of Samuel contain a wide variety of material
ranging from narratives to poetry to historical lists.! These chapters contain six
distinct segments: 2 Samuel 21:1-14 (a narrative describing a famine and Da-
vid’s response to it); 2 Samuel 21:15-22 (several brief anecdotes recounting
the deeds of the four giant-killers); 2 Samuel 22:1-51 (a song of deliverance
by David); 2 Samuel 23:1-7 (David’s last words); 2 Samuel 23:8-39 (several
brief anecdotes depicting the deeds of David’s mighty men and a list of their
names); and 2 Samuel 24:1-25 (a narrative describing David’s census and the
plague that results from it).

At first glance, the shifting genres and ambiguous chronology may seem to
suggest that the arrangement of this material is quite haphazard. However,
upon closer inspection, it becomes clear (and has long been recognized) that
the six parts that comprise these final chapters have been arranged chiastically.?
The unit contains two poetic pieces in the center, two “lists” flanking either
side of the poetic sections, and two narrative sections at the outer boundaries
(see figure 1.1). In addition, commentators have noticed a number of lexical
and thematic connections that seem to coordinate the various “panels” within
this chiastic structure.

These lexical and thematic connections are especially prevalent in the nar-
ratives at the boundaries of the unit. For example: both stories involve the sin
of the king, both involve a similar corporate punishment (three-year famine
and three-day plague), both involve a choice for the punishment (2 Sam 21:3—
6; 24:12—14), in both David must atone for the sin, in both David has relations

! Many believe that this block of text was inserted into the so-called “succession narra-
tive” (2 Sam 9-20; 1 Kgs 1-2) and that it displaced the material that would become the first
two chapters of the book of Kings. See P. Kyle McCarter, Il Samuel: A New Translation
with Introduction, Notes & Commentary, AB 9 (New York: Doubleday, 1984), 16-18, and
A. A. Anderson, 2 Samuel. WBC 11 (Dallas: Word Books, 1989), xxxv—xxxvi. Cf. my dis-
cussion in section 5.4.7.

2 1 am using the term chiasm more liberally here. Others would prefer to describe an
ABCC'B’A’ structure as “concentric.” See my discussion on chiasm in the Hebrew Bible in
section 1.3.4.
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with foreigners (cf. also Saul’s bad relationship with the Gibeonites and Da-
vid’s good relationship with Araunah the Jebusite), and, of course, both stories
end with a strikingly similar line: and God was entreated for the land ( "Dy
PIR? 0°719KR) (2 Sam 21:14)/and the Lord was entreated for the land (17 ny7
7IRY) (2 Sam 24:25).3

Figure 1.1 — The Chiastic Structure of 2 Sam 21-24

| \

A. 2 Sam B. 2 Sam C.2 Sam C'. 2 Sam B’. 2 Sam A’. 2 Sam
21:1-14 21:15-22 22:1-51 23:1-7 23:8-39 24:1-25
The The Giant- David’s David’s David’s The
Famine Killers Song Last Mighty Census

Words Men
(Narrative) (List) (Poetry) (Poetry) (List) (Narrative)

Alongside these striking similarities, there are other connections between the
two “lists” and between the two poems. Both “lists” depict battles with the
Philistines (2 Sam 21:15-21; 23:9-17), some of the same (or at least similarly
named) characters appear in each (e.g., Abishai [2 Sam 21:17; 23:18] and El-
hanan of Bethlehem [2 Sam 21:19; 23:24]), and each one ends with a summary
statement that offers a final tally (of the giants killed [2 Sam 21:22]/the mighty
men on the roster [2 Sam 23:39]). The connections between the poems include
the mention of David (2 Sam 22:1, 51; 23:1), an anointed one (1°wn) (2 Sam
22:51; 23:1), “my salvation” (°yw°) (2 Sam 22:47; 23:5), the image of God as a

3 See Robert Polzin, David and the Deuteronomist: A Literary Study of the Deuteronomic
History Part 3: 2 Samuel (Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 1993), 207-211. The ad-
ditions of sackcloth (cf. 4QSam?) and the mention of the wheat harvest (cf. LXX) in 2 Samuel
24:15-16, 20 may function to add further connections between this narrative and 2 Samuel
21:1-14 (cf. the mention of sackcloth and the barley harvest in 2 Sam 21:9-10). See also
Friedhelm Hartenstein, “Solidaritdt mit den Toten und Herrschaftsordnung: 2 Samuel 21,1—
14 und 2 Samuel 24 im Vergleich mit dem Antigone-Mythos,” in Was ist der Mensch, dass
du seiner gedenkst? (Psalm 8,5): Aspekte einer theologischen Anthropologie; Festschrift fiir
Bernd Janowski zum 65. Geburtstag, ed. Michaela Bauks, Kathrin Liess, and Peter Riede
(Neukirchen-Vluyn: Neukirchener Verlag, 2008), 135-138, for further connections between
these narratives.
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rock (Mx) (2 Sam 22:3, 32, 47; 23:3), and the idea that God will be merciful to
David’s line forever (07W) (2 Sam 22:51; 23:5).4

However, despite the observations regarding the correspondence between
the various panels, scholars remain divided over the nature and function of the
final four chapters of the book of Samuel. Although the unit’s boundaries and
chiastic structure have long been recognized, there is considerable debate as to
whether the unit comprises a miscellaneous appendix or a meaningful conclu-
sion. Throughout the 19 and much of the 20 century, many argued that the
chiastic structure (along with the various links) was subsequently imposed
upon the disparate material for purely aesthetic reasons (see Chapter 2). How-
ever, this view has been increasingly challenged in the recent decades by those
who have sought to articulate some sort of coherence between the arrangement
of the final chapters and the rest of the book. Brevard Childs, for instance,
argues that the frame of the book (specifically 1 Sam 2 and 2 Sam 22) functions
as a hermeneutical key in which the themes of Samuel are placed in these

4 Cf. James W. Watts, Psalm and Story: Inset Hymns in Hebrew Narrative, JSOTS 139
(Sheftield: Sheffield Academic Press, 1992), 101-102, and Martin Kleer, “Der liebliche
Sdnger der Psalmen Israels ”: Untersuchungen zu David als Dichter und Beter der Psalmen,
BBB 108 (Bodenheim: Philo, 1996), 69—70. In addition to the lexical, thematic, and generic
connections between these corresponding panels, there are a number of subtle connections
that may serve to bind the juxtaposed material together at their respective junctures. 2 Sam-
uel 21:22 notes how the giants fell by the hand (7°) of David and by the hand (7°) of his
servants, while the next verse (which begins David’s song), notes how the Lord delivered
David from the hand (73) of his enemies and from the hand (93) of Saul (2 Sam 22:1). Also,
the lexical and thematic connections between the two poems that were highlighted above
occur in large part at the end of 2 Samuel 22 (particularly in the final verse) and may be seen
as anticipating David’s last words (2 Sam 23:1-7). In addition, Moshe Garsiel has argued
that 2 Samuel 23:6-7, with its reference to “the worthless one” (?¥°72), “the man” (w°X), and
“fire” (vX), may have been designed to midrashically play upon the name of Eshbaal (?y2wx)
(which presumably was the original name that began the list of David’s mighty men in 2
Sam 23:8) (see Moshe Garsiel, The Book of Samuel: Studies in History, Historiography,
Theology and Poetics Combined — Part One: The Story and History of David and His King-
dom (Jerusalem: Rubin Mass Publishers, 2018), 339-340). It is perhaps also interesting that
while the reference to “in the dwelling place” (naw2) in 2 Samuel 23:7 may be a copyist error
(cf. 2 Sam 23:8) (although see Shlomo Naéh, “A New Suggestion Regarding 2 Samuel XXIII
7, VT 46.2 [1996]: 260-265), in its present form, it acts as a sort of lexical “stitch” which
connects it to the present form of 2 Samuel 23:8 and its reference to “the one who sits in the
seat” (N2wa 2w") (this seems to be a proper name). Finally, as I will argue in section 4.6.2.2,
the mention of Uriah’s name at the end of the list of David’s mighty men serves as an apt
transition to the narrative of David’s census. See also, Watts, Psalm and Story, 102—104, and
Brevard S. Childs, Introduction to the Old Testament as Scripture (Philadelphia: Fortress
Press, 1979), 274, where Childs noted that David’s weakness in 2 Samuel 21:15-22 “serves
to shift the focus of this summary of David’s achievements away from his glorification and
forms a transition to the praise of God in ch. 22.” Cf. Brevard S. Childs, Old Testament
Theology in a Canonical Context (Philadelphia: Fortress Press, 1989), 118.
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significant junctures in order to foster a “highly reflective, theological inter-
pretation of David’s whole career as adumbrating the messianic hope.”

Since Childs, many have followed his basic impulse and attempted to artic-
ulate their own understanding of the function of the final chapters. However,
at the same time, others have continued to reject the idea that the arrangement
of this material displays any sense of literary coherence (see Chapter 2). Alt-
hough I would acknowledge that it is theoretically possible that disparate ma-
terial which could not be incorporated into the body of the book of Samuel
happened to lend itself well to the creation of a six-part chiasm (to which fur-
ther links were subsequently added), I think this is highly unlikely.

I agree with Anthony Campbell (and others) that the chiastic balance, too
schematic to be an accident (or an afterthought), “demands” an explanation.b
However, in my opinion, the nature of the relationship between the themes and
content of these chapters (2 Sam 21-24) with the rest of the book (1 Sam 1-2
Sam 20) has not been satisfactorily articulated by these scholars. With this in
mind, I offer my own proposal explicating the nature and function of 2 Samuel
21-24.

1.2 Proposal

I propose that 2 Samuel 21-24 is a mise en abyme, a miniature replica of the
book of Samuel which reflects the major themes of the book.” This reflection
offers, at the same time, both a theological distillation of the work as a whole
and an interpretative lens through which to understand the preceding narrative.
It is established through the strategic use of inner-Biblical allusion and analog-
ical correspondence whereby the various episodes of the conclusion are de-
signed to resemble specific sections of the book, while their sequence mirrors
the story’s progression (see figure 1.2). Additionally, like others before me, I
believe that the concluding unit as a whole (2 Sam 21-24) also parallels the
introductory unit of the book (1 Sam 1-8). I offer two models for conceptual-
izing this relationship. I call the first model “the non-overlapping model” (see
figure 1.3). In this model, the first episode of the conclusion (2 Sam 21:1-14)
corresponds to the first section of the book of Samuel (following the introduc-
tion), namely, 1 Samuel 9-15. Both deal with the sin of King Saul and the

5 Childs, Old Testament Theology, 118-119. He argues that the final chapters of Samuel
in conjunction with Hannah’s Song (1 Sam 2) offer an eschatological, messianic perspective
in which God exalts the poor and brings down the proud (119).

¢ Antony F. Campbell, “2 Samuel 21-24: The Enigma Factor,” in For and against David:
Story and History in the Books of Samuel, ed. A. Graeme Auld and Erik Eynikel, BETL 232
(Leuven: Peeters, 2010), 355.

7 See section 3.4 for a discussion on the topic of mise en abyme.
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Figure 1.2 — The Proposed Relationship with the Preceding Narrative

al

1 Sam 1-8

1 Sam 9-2 Sam 20

Figure 1.3 — The Non-Overlapping Model

B. 2 Sam C.2 Sam C'. 2 Sam B’. 2 Sam
21:15-22 22:1-51 23:1-7 23:8-39
The Giant- David’s David’s David’s
Killers Song Last Mighty
Words Men
David and David on The David’s
Goliath the Run Davidic Victories
from Covenant
Saul/Other
Enemies
1 Sam 1 Sam 18— 2 Sam 2 Sam
16-17 2 Sam 4 5-7 8-10

consequences of that sin. The second episode in the conclusion recounts the
heroic deeds of the men who killed the four Philistine giants (2 Sam 21:15-
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22). This section parallels® David’s anointing and victory over the Philistine
giant, Goliath (1 Sam 16—17). The words of David’s song, the third section of
the conclusion (2 Sam 22:1-51), are sung “on the day the Lord delivered him
from the hand of all his enemies and from the hand of Saul” (22:1). This poem
lines up with the next section of the book, in which David is on the run from
Saul and has to deal with various other enemies (e.g., the Philistines, the Am-
alekites, and Nabal) (1 Sam 18-2 Sam 4). The next poetic piece, David’s last
words (2 Sam 23:1-7), with its reference to the virtues of a just ruler and the
everlasting covenant with David, parallels 2 Samuel 5-7, in which David’s
throne has been established in Jerusalem and God promises to establish his
dynasty forever. The fifth section (2 Sam 23:8-39), the list of David’s mighty
men (which contains anecdotes of their victories over their enemies), corre-
sponds to David’s victories over the surrounding nations (2 Sam 8-10).° Da-
vid’s census, the final episode of the conclusion (2 Sam 24:1-25), parallels the
final section of the David story proper, where David commits adultery with
Bathsheba, murders her husband Uriah, and deals with the aftermath of these
deeds (2 Sam 11-20).'°

While a bit more difficult to conceptualize, the overlapping model (see fig-
ure 1.4) offers the same basic points of correspondence, but without hard and
fast boundaries between the sections. This conceptual model affords the au-
thor/editor of 2 Samuel 21-24 a greater degree of freedom in establishing par-
ticular connecting links with the prior narrative. In this model, the correspond-
ences of the inner panels of the conclusion (i.e., B: The Giant-Killers; C: Da-
vid’s Song; C': David’s Last Words; and B': David’s Mighty Men) bleed into
one another, overlapping slightly. Thus, in addition to mirroring 1 Samuel 16—
17, panel B also mirrors elements in 1 Samuel 18. In addition to mirroring 1
Samuel 182 Samuel 4, panel C also mirrors elements in 2 Samuel 5-7. In
addition to mirroring 2 Samuel 57, panel C' also mirrors elements in 2 Samuel

8 In speaking of these sections as paralleling each other, I am referring to the fact that the
corresponding sections contain a number of specific similarities with respect to the lexical
and thematic content which function to create associative links that shape the meaning of the
texts. [ agree with Moshe Garsiel that, quite often, these links are the result of “a conscious
artistry working upon written documents.” See Moshe Garsiel, The First Book of Samuel: A
Literary Study of Comparative Structures, Analogies and Parallels (Ramat-Gan, Israel:
Revivim Publishing House, 1985), 98-99. Garsiel claims that in establishing these connec-
tions, the Biblical authors are “intent upon setting up resemblances that can give rise to
analogies and comparisons between the literary materials” (99).

° This section also includes the episode of David’s mercy to Mephibosheth (2 Sam 9),
which does not contain direct parallels to the victories of David’s mighty men.

10 The aftermath of David’s sin includes the death of his newborn son (2 Sam 12), the
rape of Tamar by Amnon and the murder of Amnon by his brother Absalom (2 Sam 13),
Absalom’s rebellion (2 Sam 15-19), and Sheba’s rebellion (2 Sam 20).



8. And finally, in addition to mirroring 2 Samuel 8-10, panel B’ also mirrors

elements in 2 Samuel 11.

1.2 Proposal

Figure 1.4 — The Overlapping Model

A (21:1-14) A’ (24:1-25)
B (21:15-22) B’ (23:8-39)
Cc@22:1-51) | C@23:1-7)

Saul’s Sin David and David on The David’s David’s
and Its Goliath the Run Davidic Victories Sin and Its
Conse- from Covenant Conse-

quences Saul/Other quences
Enemies

1 Sam 1 Sam 1 Sam 18— 2 Sam 2 Sam 2 Sam

9-15 16-17 2 Sam 4 5-7 8-10 11-20

While the correspondences of the inner panels of the conclusion offer a slight
degree of overlap with one another, the degree to which the correspondences
of the narratives on the boundaries of the conclusion (i.e., A: The Famine; and
A': The Census) overlap with the rest of the material is much more extensive.
In fact, taken together, the narratives may be seen as mirroring a number of
elements throughout the whole book of Samuel. Thus, in addition to mirroring
1 Samuel 9-15, panel A also mirrors elements in 1 Samuel 16-2 Sam 4. Like-
wise, in addition to mirroring 2 Samuel 11-20, panel A’ also mirrors elements
in 2 Samuel 5-10. Seen in this way, the dividing lines between what is being
reflected in each panel of the conclusion become a little blurry. With that said
however, in the overlapping model, the sequence of the panels in the conclu-
sion still continues to mirror the progression of the preceding narrative as it
reflects the story in its transposed form. 2 Samuel 21-24 still clearly functions
as a mise en abyme of the book, but in the overlapping model, the panels of the
conclusion exhibit a greater degree of freedom in the scope and the range of
textual links it establishes with that narrative.

In the end, the conclusion functions in a very similar manner with respect to
both models. In both models, the sequence of the story of Saul and David is
reflected by the sequence of the various narratives, lists, and poems that make
up the conclusion. Like the earlier sections of the book, the conclusion to Sam-
uel sets up a comparison between the characters of Saul and David through its
chiastic structure and various textual links. Although both kings commit seri-
ous sins which have grievous consequences, David confesses his sin and is
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willing to die on behalf of the people. David’s reliance on God — as well as
God’s covenant with David — is further highlighted by the poetic material at
the center of the conclusion. God’s faithfulness to his covenant, despite the
king’s failings, is a major theme in the conclusion as well as in the rest of the
book.

In addition to rehearsing many of the major themes of the book, the conclu-
sion — to a certain degree — is designed to shape the way that the prior material
is read. For example, in 2 Samuel 24:1, God clearly incites David to commit a
sin because he is angry with the people. However, in the end, he uses the situ-
ation to bring about David’s purchase of the threshing floor of Araunah (the
site on which the temple will later be built). Although David is part of the
problem in 2 Samuel 24, he also becomes part of the solution as he plays the
role of intercessor for the people (2 Sam 24:17). By virtue of the analogy with
David’s previous sin (in 2 Sam 11), when one rereads the earlier narrative (2
Sam 11-12), the king’s culpability is mitigated, the people’s increased, and
God is assumed to have a central role in the unfolding events that result in the
birth of Solomon (i.e., the temple builder) from the union of David and Bath-
sheba (see section 4.7.2.2 for further discussion on these matters).

Finally, in diachronic terms, I will make the case that the addition of 2 Sam-
uel 21-24 occurred at a final stage of the composition of the book (not includ-
ing subsequent minor editing) in the post-exilic period.!! While I believe that
the author/editor used available literary and historical sources to fashion his
six-part conclusion to the book, I think that the narratives on the outer bound-
aries were likely composed, or (at least) heavily reworked, by the author him-
self.!?

In my opinion, the same sorts of compositional techniques employed in the
creation of this conclusion were already operative in the prior material that
would come to make up the book of Samuel. I believe that Moshe Garsiel’s
comments on the composition of the book of Samuel in general can also be
quite appropriately applied to the specific composition and arrangement of 2
Samuel 21-24. Garsiel wrote that:

...the author of the book of Samuel, so it seems to me, reworked his material with such
genuine creative artistry that he cannot be regarded as an ‘editor’ in the restricted technical
sense of collecting and arranging together material and providing editorial links and glosses;
rather, he seems to have been a skilled creative artist — an author in the full sense of the
word. He certainly made use of ancient material of all types, but he elaborated, adapted and

11 believe that this block of material (2 Sam 21-24) was added onto an existing text of
1 Samuel 1-2 Samuel 20, and that during this process, the new conclusion also displaced
what is now the first two chapters of the book of Kings. See section 5.4.7 for further discus-
sion on these matters.

12 On the other hand, I believe that some of the author’s sources (such as 2 Sam 22 [cf.
Ps 18]) were left relatively untouched.
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shaped it in accordance with a historiosophical and literary conception which formed his
guiding principle of composition.!?

In addition to my proposal for the diachronic relationship between the Samuel
conclusion and the book as a whole, I will also argue that 2 Samuel 21-24
formed an important unit in what I believe was an emerging Enneateuchal cor-
pus. More details regarding the possibilities of the text’s development will be
discussed in section 5.4.7.

1.3 Further Introductory Matters

1.3.1 Major Textual Witnesses to 2 Samuel 21-24

The received Hebrew text of 1-2 Samuel has been passed down through the
Masoretic Text (MT) (although the early transmission of this text was not with-
out its problems).!* Despite this fact, the MT harkens back to a short textual
tradition that was free of expansionistic tendencies that are characteristic of
some of the other versions.!” Many of the major versions — including the Tar-
gum (Aramaic), the Vulgate (Latin), and the Peshitta (Syriac) — reflect a He-
brew Vorlage that seems to be similar to the MT.!®

In addition (and especially given the problematic nature of the MT), the
Greek translations serve as an important witness to the text. Although the Old
Greek (LXX) of a sizable portion of 1-2 Samuel has been preserved in the
Codex Vaticanus (LXXP), in this codex, the text of 2 Samuel 10:1-1 Kings
2:11 represents the so-called Kaige recension.'” For this reason, the Lucianic
manuscripts are important for the study of 2 Samuel 21-24 (since they offer
one of the best witnesses to the Old Greek for this text).'®

13 Garsiel, First Book of Samuel, 15.

14 McCarter notes that the MT of Samuel is a “defective text” that has “suffered exten-
sively from haplography” (P. Kyle McCarter, / Samuel: A New Translation with Introduc-
tion, Notes & Commentary, AB 8 [Garden City, NY: Doubleday, 1980], 8).

15 See McCarter, I Samuel, 8-9.

16 See McCarter, I Samuel, 10. The standard Jewish Aramaic version of the Former (and
Latter) Prophets is the Targum Jonathan.

17 McCarter, II Samuel, 3. The Kaige recension was an early Jewish attempt to bring the
LXX into conformity with the Proto-MT. See Frank Moore Cross, “The History of the Bib-
lical Text in the Light of Discoveries in the Judaean Desert,” HTR 57.4 (1964): 283.

18 McCarter, II Samuel, 3. Cf. Natalio Fernandez Marcos, “The Lucianic Text in the
Books of Kingdoms: From Lagarde to the Textual Pluralism,” in De Septuaginta: Studies in
Honour of John William Wevers on His Sixty-fifth Birthday, ed. Albert Pietersma and Claude
Cox (Mississauga: Benben Publications, 1984), 161-174; idem, The Septuagint in Context:
Introduction to the Greek Version of the Bible, trans. Wilfred G. E. Watson (Leiden: Brill,
2000), 223-238; Sebastian P. Brock, The Recensions of the Septuagint Version of I Samuel,
Quaderni di Henoch 9 (Torino: Silvio Zamorani, 1996), 177-296; and Philippe Hugo, “Text
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Finally, the discovery of the Dead Sea Scrolls has revealed additional an-
cient fragmentary Hebrew witnesses to the text of 2 Samuel 21-24. 1QSam
(1Q7) preserves 2 Sam 21:16—18; 23:9-12, while 4QSam® (4Q51) contains 2
Sam 21:1, 3-6, 8-9, 12, 15-17; 22:17, 19, 21, 24, 26-28, 30-31, 33-51; 23:1—
6, 14-16,21-22, 37-39; 24:16-22.1°

In this study, I will not be using these witnesses in an attempt to reconstruct
an “original text” of 2 Samuel 21-24. Instead, in the course of my arguments,
I will discuss the implications of relevant textual variants to my proposal. The
starting point for my examination then, is an analysis of the final forms? of the
book as it has been received in the Masoretic Text, the recensions of the Sep-
tuagint, the manuscripts at Qumran, and the other versions (see Chapter 4). It
is only after this final form(s) examination, that I will offer remarks concerning
the process of the text’s development (see Chapter 5).

1.3.2 Parallel Texts

There are a number of parallel texts to the material of 2 Samuel 21-24 (which
may serve as textual witnesses to 2 Sam 21-24 to a certain extent, but also
function as separate texts in their own right). One such text is Psalm 18 (which
is nearly identical to 2 Sam 22). In addition, the book of Chronicles (a rewritten
account of much of Sam—Kgs) contains a number of passages which parallel
several sections of the conclusion to Samuel. These include 2 Samuel 21:18—
22 (cf. 1 Chr 20:4-8), 2 Samuel 23:8-39 (cf. 1 Chr 11:11-41), and 2 Samuel
24:1-25 (cf. 1 Chr 21:1-30). Another account which rewrites material from 2
Samuel 21-24 is Josephus’ Antiquities of the Jews. In book 7 of the Antiqui-
ties,”! Josephus rehearses the events of the famine (cf. 2 Sam 21:1-14), the
actions of David’s heroes against the giants (cf. 2 Sam 21:15-22), the deeds of
David’s mighty men (2 Sam 23:8-39),?? and the events of the plague (cf. 2 Sam
24:1-25) all in the same sequence as they were laid out in the text of Samuel.

History of the Books of Samuel: An Assessment of the Recent Research,” in Archaeology of
the Books of Samuel: The Entangling of the Textual and Literary History, ed. Philippe Hugo
and Adrian Schenker, VTSup 132 (Leiden: Brill, 2010), 6. The Old Latin translations also
serve as witnesses to the Old Greek (McCarter, I Samuel, 10; Hugo, “Text History of the
Books of Samuel,” 6-7).

19 Ariel Feldman, The Dead Sea Scrolls Rewriting Samuel and Kings: Texts and Com-
mentary, BZAW 469 (Berlin: De Gruyter, 2015), 5-6.

20 By using the term “final-form(s) of the text,” I do not mean to indicate that I am at-
tempting to conduct a reader-response approach to the interpretation of this literature. In-
stead, I am attempting to be sensitive to what the authors/editors of this material sought to
communicate through the text in its final design.

2! Josephus, A.J. 7.12-13.

22 Although Josephus recounts the heroic deeds that are mentioned in 2 Samuel 23:8-23,
he does not enumerate the whole list of names (2 Sam 23:24-39). Instead, he simply notes
the number of the men (38, according to him).
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111n157, 142n6, 162n85, 265199,
267n106, 282n178, 322n371

Zéron, Alexander 199n222, 201n229,
307n285

Ziemer, Benjamin 74n385



Subject Index

Abigail 97, 128, 149-51, 150n36, 165,
179, 181, 181n150, 184, 234

Abishai 2, 49, 166, 168, 171, 172n118,
173, 181n150, 197n218, 199-200,
201n227, 202, 205, 214n275, 235,
239, 307-9, 309nn299-300

Abner 34, 55-56, 124, 146n19, 147,
149, 181, 201, 201n228, 201n234,
290-91, 291n219, 320n367, 340,
342-43,343n29

Abraham 99n107, 101n115, 105-8,
105n137, 106nn140-141,
107nn142-143, 107n145, 108n146
108nn148-149, 109n149, 110-11,
110n151, 111n155, 145n18,
254n50, 262, 263n86, 264-70,
264190, 264192, 264nn94-95,
265n99, 266n102, 267n103,
282n178, 319, 322n371, 325n380

allusion 4, 17, 32, 32n100, 43, 50,
591284, 79-94, 79n2, 80n3, 80n5,
80n8, 81nn9-10, 81n14, 82n14,
82n17, 82nn19-21, 83n22, 84nn32—
33, 85nn36-37, 86nn40—41,
87nn41-42, 88nn45—46, 90n52,
91n58, 97n97, 120n218, 123, 137-
38, 140, 143n10, 149, 152-53,
154n52, 155, 159-61, 175n121,
179, 181-82, 186, 202n235, 207,
210n259, 211, 211n261, 216n281,
220n307, 231n339, 259, 263-64,
263n86, 267n104, 269-70, 275,
277-78, 280n170, 284, 28789,
292,294,299, 301, 301n263, 306,
310n308, 311n308, 318-19,
318n359, 331-32, 338

Amalekites 6, 124, 126, 14344, 181—
84, 183nl161, 183n164, 188, 190,
200n223, 237, 325, 325n380

apologetic (pro-Davidic) 37n139, 60,
76n394, 77n394, 124, 289, 313, 330

Araunah the Jebusite 2, 8, 31, 42,
62n297, 206-7, 2070247, 208n251,
210n259, 213, 213n273, 215, 218-
24,219n302, 229, 229n331, 239—
41, 26566, 265n99, 269, 269n113,
283, 28788, 314n334

Ark of the Covenant 185, 216, 219,
229, 345n35

atonement 1, 26, 31n97, 42n175, 65,
140, 160-61, 217n288, 227, 229,
259-60, 263, 270-73, 277,
293nn228-229

Balaam 135-36, 135n295, 136n297,
136n299, 277-82, 278n156,
279nn163-164, 280n166, 280n169
293n235, 317n357, 319

Bathsheba 6, 8, 29, 126, 202, 202n235
205-7,210-11, 210n259, 211n261,
214, 216, 222-23, 231n339, 239
41,284,297, 320n369, 321n369,
328

Benaiah 199-200, 205, 238, 307-9,
309nn299-300, 309n302

Benjamin (tribe) 73, 74n385, 85,
85nn36-37, 102n120, 127, 145,
147, 153-55, 157, 159-62, 161n84,
199n222, 224n313, 227n323, 246—
47,247n17, 258,272, 283-84,
294n238, 330-31, 330n389, 336

Beth-Shan 147, 151, 153, 158-59
294n238

bloodguilt 30n87, 65, 68, 143, 145
164,227,233, 260, 327

bones of Saul and Jonathan 140, 149,
149n32, 151-52, 151n41, 158-59,
162n85, 163, 165, 234, 284,
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284n184, 294n238, 295, 295nn239—
240, 322

canonical criticism 34, 34n116, 75
census (2 Sam 24) 1, 3n4, 6-7, 26, 39,

45n187, 47, 52, 55-56, 60n287,
61n296, 70n361, 73, 73n383,
73n385, 74n385, 202, 205-8,
206n244, 2070246, 210-11,
210n259, 211nn261-262, 213-14,
214n275, 216-18, 217288,
218n297, 220-24, 220n307, 229,
230n338, 231n339, 239-41, 253,
255, 259n70, 265199, 268,
268nn107-108, 273, 275, 276n143,
277,279-81, 2791163, 280n166,
281n177, 283-87, 285n191,
286n199, 31315, 314n333,
328n384, 340

chiasm/chiastic structure 1-4, 1n2, 7,

12-16, 12nn29-31, 13n35, 13n37,
14n38, 14n41, 15n42, 15n45,
16nn46-47, 16n49, 31, 37, 40,
40n161, 41n164, 44, 47, 50-51,
51n245, 54, 55n271, 57-58,
59n284, 61, 63-65, 64n317, 75-76,
203, 291n222, 318, 322, 329, 332,
332nl, 335, 337-38

Chronicles (1-2 Chronicles) 13n31,

13n37, 14n38, 14n41, 147n22, 153,
158, 158n67, 166n92, 172n116,
172n118, 207, 2090253, 210n259,
214n276, 218n297, 220n304,
254n50, 257nn57-59, 258,
258116266, 265199, 26668,
267n104, 2680107, 277n148, 279~
81, 2790162, 280n170, 281nn175—
177, 286-87, 292n226, 296n242,
305n276, 3130330, 315, 3150346,
316n348

covenant
— Abrahamic covenant 263n86, 264,

264n92, 268, 270

covenant of peace / eternal priest-
hood (Phinehas) 271, 273

Davidic covenant 6, 8, 26, 46,
46n205, 156n57, 190-91, 192n192,
193-94, 193n197, 194n199,
19510204, 195n207, 197-98, 226,

Subject Index

237-38, 254n50, 255n50, 264n93,
292n225, 303n269, 304-6,
304n273, 326, 329, 329n387, 333,
335, 346

general 40n161, 47, 98n104,
101n115, 288, 325n380

with Gibeonites 157, 262—-63,
263n88, 289

with Jonathan 148, 164, 178n137,
234

David

and Nabal 6, 97, 128, 149-50,
149n36, 164-65, 180, 183-84,
183n165, 188, 190, 234, 237

and Solomon 8, 32, 43, 54, 60,
60n288, 67, 67n338, 73, 194, 216,
216n280, 222-23, 229n331, 241,
251n37,253n43, 263, 268,
268n107, 28384, 285n192, 287,
288n206, 314n334, 320n369, 328
anointing of 2, 6, 57, 59, 60n287,
148, 151, 161, 170-71, 185, 187,
195n207, 197, 197n218, 226, 343,
345

as intercessor 69, 171, 206, 209,
214-15, 221, 223, 230, 230n335,
232,240-41, 272, 276, 283, 335
as Moses figure 32, 39, 217, 246—
47,252n43, 253n43, 270, 274717,
274n131, 275n137, 276n143,
276n145, 284, 284n184, 319, 322,
324, 325n380

as Psalmist 11, 28, 251n37, 252,
343-44

as warrior 23, 26-27, 37, 42nn175—
176, 45, 52, 54, 56, 67n337,
71n372, 124, 128, 152, 16667,
169-70, 170n110, 172-73, 185,
196n214, 197, 197n218, 199-206,
199n222,220n307, 221n309, 239,
249, 256, 283n181, 291n219, 300,
300n261, 309, 311, 312n314, 335,
340

characterization of 28-29, 32, 37—
38,41-42, 41n165, 44n185, 63,
64n314, 64n317, 66-67, 69-70,
69n357, 691360, 126n248, 128,



Subject Index

132n282, 150n36, 163, 163n91,
222,271-72, 275, 297n246, 338
confession of sin 7, 48n224,
61n296, 64n314, 69, 205-6, 208,
211n261, 216, 216n280, 219, 221—
22,230, 232, 239-40, 283, 287,
329, 335, 346

covenant of God with (Davidic cov-
enant) 6, 8, 19, 26, 40nl61, 47, 57,
59, 62, 69n349, 148, 156n57, 164—
65, 172n116, 178n137, 185, 190—
91, 193-98, 194n199, 194n202,
195n204, 195n207, 216, 226,
226n320, 234, 237-38, 254n50,
255n50, 257, 263, 263n88, 264n92,
273, 292n225, 303nn269-270,
304nn272-273, 3056, 305n276,
306nn280-281, 320n367, 325n380,
326, 328-29, 329n387, 333, 335-
36, 345-46, 345n35

deliverance from Saul 150n36, 151—
53,163, 165, 171, 177, 179-80,
189, 196n214, 234, 236

enemies of 3n4, 6, 42n176, 125,
146, 171, 174-75, 178-83,
178n138, 182n156, 185, 188-91,
191n185, 198, 202-3, 21213, 223,
236-37, 240, 245, 310, 325n380,
333, 335, 342, 346

graciousness toward Saul and his
house 64n317, 14041, 144, 147
49, 150n36, 163-65, 178-79, 189,
232,234, 236, 291, 335, 342
kingship of 6, 20n16, 23nn39-41,
25-26,25n53, 37-38, 41, 43, 47,
47n216, 52, 550271, 59, 64n317,
65n325, 69-70, 75, 77-78, 124,
148, 150n36, 151n42, 182,
184n171, 185, 185n171, 187n178,
188, 191, 195-96, 198, 200n226,
207,207n247, 212, 220n307, 237—
38, 277n152, 291n220, 292n227,
312-13, 314n334, 325, 329, 333,
336, 338, 343n29, 346

laments of 57n277, 124, 149, 182,
185, 190, 227, 228n328, 237, 291,
343, 343n29

on the run from Saul 6, 152, 175,
180, 185, 188-90, 191n185, 212,
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232,235-37, 296, 303, 333, 342,
346

parallels with Phinehas 270-73, 319
righteousness of 32, 41, 46, 52,
63n311, 64n314, 65, 128, 143, 150,
161n81, 164-65, 177n134, 178-79,
189, 191, 193, 196-97, 233-34,
236, 260, 264,272, 276, 276n145,
282, 288, 304

sin of, with Bathsheba 6, 8, 29, 126,
202,205-7,210-11, 210n259,
211n261, 214, 216, 222-23,
231n339, 239-41, 284, 297,
320n369, 321n369, 328

weary in battle 45, 49, 146, 166,
168,172

Davidic dynasty 43n181, 57, 62, 125,

156n57, 194n199, 197, 226n320,
257,292n225, 304, 306, 326,
327n383, 328-30, 345

Dead Sea Scrolls

1QSam 10, 73n385, 74n385
4QSama 2n3, 10, 74n385, 157n64,
172, 195n210, 209, 21213,
214n276, 218-19, 220n304, 223,
226n320, 229, 240, 255, 266, 280—
81, 301, 315

11QPsa 11, 73, 250-52, 251nn37—
39,252n42, 306

Deuteronomistic History 21-24,

23n37, 23nn42-44, 24nn45-47, 29,
38-39, 40n161, 49, 53, 61, 67n337
700363, 72, 72n374, 72n379, 77,
124, 192n192, 247, 292, 293n235,
314

Elhanan 2, 46, 166, 168, 1691104, 173,

235,256,299

Eli 69n349, 125, 125n243, 146, 164,

210n260, 226-28, 2261320,
228n328, 230n335, 233, 272,
320n367

Enneateuch 17, 35n121, 271, 287, 296,

298, 320n366, 3210370, 323-24,
323n376, 336, 346

exile and restoration 8, 17, 23, 32, 125,

131, 162n87, 290, 292, 293n229,
293n235, 297n248, 302, 302n265,
303n270, 3046, 304n272, 312-13,
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317-19, 317n350, 325-31,
325n380, 327n383, 328nn384-385,
335-36

famine (2 Sam 21:1-14) 1, 7, 10,
24n48, 30-31, 30n87, 34, 60n287,
66n333, 67n337, 68, 761394,
77n394, 110, 140-43, 145-47,
148n28, 149, 151, 153, 155, 157,
159, 161, 163-64, 205, 212, 233,
252n43, 258, 260-61, 263, 283-84,
284n183, 289, 292, 292n227, 296,
313

form criticism 24, 25n49, 106n139,
313

Gad (prophet) 49, 57, 205-6, 208,
208n251, 212,219, 219n301, 222—
24,239-41, 258,276, 280-81, 285,
314, 314n333, 316, 316n348, 345

Gibeah 34, 147, 153-59, 156n59,
156nn62-63, 159n70, 162n85, 165,
234,272, 293n235, 317n357

Gibeon 31n97, 59, 124, 145nn15-16,
147,

156, 156n59, 159n70, 203, 312n314

Gibeonites 2, 34, 45, 62n297, 64n317,
67-68, 67nn337-338, 71n372, 73,
771394, 140-48, 142nn7-8,
143nn10-11, 144n15, 145n15,
145nn17-18, 148n32, 157-61,
157n65, 163-64, 227, 233, 25963,
260n72, 260n75, 262n82, 263n88,
265n96, 271, 271n123, 287n200,
289-92, 289n209, 289n212,
291n219, 291n221, 292n226,
294n238, 295, 295nn238-240,
296n243, 298n253, 342

Goliath 6, 27n67, 40n161, 128, 163,

166-70, 167196, 168n100,
169n104, 171n111, 172-75, 180—
81, 203, 232, 234-35, 256, 262n85,
299-301, 300n261, 301n263, 335,
342

Hannah 4n5, 35, 63, 125, 186,
224n313, 225-27, 225n313, 229,
229n331, 248, 337, 34344, 345n34

historical criticism 24, 34, 71

ideology, royal 24n48, 29, 29n78,
30n87, 44-47, 44n186, 45n189,
461205, 47nn215-216, 49n228, 50,
60n288, 73, 76-77, 77n394, 87,
123, 144n14, 289n211, 303n269

intercession 8, 69, 108, 206, 209, 214—
16, 216n280, 221-23, 230,
230nn334-335, 232, 240-41, 272,
276, 283, 328, 335

intertextuality 17, 72, 79-81, 82n15,
82n21, 83-87, 83n26, 84nn31-32,
85n37, 86nn39-40, 87n41, 89-91,
93,116, 137, 174, 175n121, 185,
244,249, 293, 302, 317

Ishbi-benob 165n92, 16668, 173, 235

Ishbosheth 34, 55-56, 146n19, 147,
149, 164-65, 178n134, 179-80,
185, 188, 233-34, 290-91,
291n219, 325, 340, 342

Israel (kingdom) 129, 155, 161,
197n218, 258, 303n269, 325, 327,
327n383

Jabesh-Gilead 53n263, 141, 149, 151—
55,

151n41, 153n50, 158-59, 161, 163,
165, 234, 294n238, 295, 295n239,
335,342

Jerusalem 3n4, 6, 43, 43n184, 45n187,
46, 56, 561273, 59, 73, 99n107,
135n294, 185-86, 188, 191, 196,
198, 205-6, 208, 21213, 216, 218—
21, 219n300, 223-24, 229, 232,
237,240-41, 253n43, 254n50,
265n95, 266, 268-69, 269nn113—
114,280, 281n175, 286n199, 287,
309, 312-13, 312nn317-318,
314nn332-334, 316, 316nn346—
348, 325-28, 325n380, 328n384,
330-31, 333, 336, 340, 346

Joab 124, 171n114, 200-2, 200n226,
201nn227-229, 201n234, 202n235,
205,207-8, 211, 214-15, 214n275,
218, 222-23,238-40, 279,
279n164, 285-86, 288, 309n299,
311n309, 320nn367-368, 321n369

Jonathan (son of Saul) 28, 68, 124,
128, 140-43, 146, 147n27, 148-49,
148n32, 163-64, 167, 170, 174-75,
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178, 178n137, 181, 185, 189, 203,
233-36, 263, 263n88, 271, 291,
296, 301, 343

Jonathan (son of Shimeah) 170, 172,
174, 299, 301

Joseph 88, 88n45, 93, 97n96, 99n105,
127-28, 282-84, 282n178,
284nn183-184, 322, 3251380

Josephus, Antiquities 10-11, 10nn21—
22, 11n23, 30n88, 172, 172n115,
208, 208n251, 214n276, 217,
217n291, 219, 220n304, 258-59,
258nn67-69, 259170, 268n108,
284,284n187, 301, 301n264

Joshua 11, 53, 53n263, 70, 136n297,
141-42, 142n8, 145, 149, 161n84,
166192, 202n236, 229, 26062,
260n75, 267n104, 270n120, 276,
280n170, 284-86, 284n184,
285n193, 286n199, 288, 292n226,
294, 294n237, 296n243, 318, 322,
325

Judah (kingdom) 129, 155, 161,
197n218, 327-28, 345n33

Judah (patriarch) 43n184, 57, 102n122,
122, 127-29, 144, 155, 197n218,
205, 208, 258, 271, 280, 28284,
282n178, 292, 326n381, 327, 329—
31, 330n390, 336, 345

kingship/monarchy 25-26, 25n53, 37,
42,44, 470216, 51-53, 53n257,
53n261, 54n267, 59, 62, 65n325,
69-70, 75, 77-78, 124-25,
125n243, 129, 132, 151, 153,
157n65, 200n226, 225n313,
261n78, 326, 326n381, 328, 330—
31,336

literary dependence, direction of 86,
88-91, 88n46, 103, 107, 140, 243,
256, 259, 269n114, 270, 270n117,
273,275, 278n156, 282, 285n191,
301, 306, 317n349, 319

Masoretic Text (MT) 9-10, 168n102,
172, 186, 251n39, 252n39, 3090299

Mephibosheth 6n9, 34n115, 56, 140,
142n7, 144, 14649, 147127, 164,

228,233-34, 263, 291, 291n221,
294n238, 295-96, 313, 340, 342

mise en abyme 4, 4n7, 7, 12, 17,
78n395, 79, 101n115, 111-38,
112nn161-162, 114nn174-175,
115nn178-181, 116n181, 116n186,
118n203, 119n210, 120n210,
122n227, 125n239, 127n252,
128n258, 130n267, 132n284,
132n287, 133n288, 134n290,
135n295, 136n296, 140, 142, 144,
146, 148, 150, 152, 154, 156, 158,
160, 162, 164, 166, 168,170, 172,
174, 176, 178, 180, 182, 184, 186,
188, 190, 192, 194, 196, 198, 200,
202, 204, 206, 208, 210, 212, 214,
216, 218, 220, 222, 224, 226, 228,
230, 232-34, 236, 238, 240, 242—
43,254,318, 319n361, 324, 331—
32, 335-36, 339, 346-47

Moses 32, 39, 217, 24647, 253n43,
270,270n119, 274-77, 274n131,
274n134, 2750137, 276n143,
276n145, 284, 284n184, 319, 322,
323n374, 324, 324n377, 327

Mount Moriah 268, 268n107, 268n109

narrative analogy 17, 78n395, 79, 93—
95, 94n74, 96n86, 97-99, 97n96,
98n99, 98n104, 99n107, 100n108,
100n111, 101-5, 101nn115-116,
102nn117-123, 103nn124-131,
104nn132-134, 104n136, 107,
108n149, 109-10, 110n153,
121n227, 133-34, 134n290, 137,
149n36, 150n36, 270n117,
274n130, 282n178, 301n262,
319n364, 322n371, 328, 346

Nathan 15n42, 23, 35, 37, 55, 57, 125—
26, 151n39, 176, 182, 188-89, 191,
194-96, 198, 202n235, 203n241,
208-10, 208n251, 209n258,
210n259, 219-20, 219n301,
220n305, 222, 224, 226, 235-37,
24041, 254n50, 282, 303n269,
313, 320n369, 321n369, 345

Persian period 72, 269n114,
293, 303n270, 317, 330-31, 336
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Philistines 2, 5-6, 19, 25-26, 34, 37,
42,45n189, 56, 59, 64n317,
67n337, 71n372, 141-42, 146,
149n36, 151, 151n41, 155, 158,
165-70, 165n92, 168n100,
168n102, 171n111, 172-73, 180—
82, 180n148, 185, 186n176, 188—
89, 197-99, 203, 213, 226n317,
228n328, 229-30, 235-36, 262n85,
291n219, 294n238, 295, 2951239,
308-10, 309n302, 310n308, 340,
342, 345n35

Phinehas 228, 270-73, 319

plague (2 Sam 24) 1, 10, 31, 31n94, 33,
56, 60n287, 66n333, 205-7,
206n243, 209, 211-13, 215-19,
217n289, 221, 223, 229-30, 240,
252n43, 258, 267-68, 268n108,
270,273,276, 276n145, 283-84,
284n185, 289n212, 293n235, 312—
13, 314n333, 315-16, 316nn347—
348, 340

post-exilic period 8, 17, 290, 292,
293n229, 293n235, 302, 302n265,
303n270, 304, 304n272, 312, 317—
19, 317n350, 318n360, 330, 335

Radak 150n38, 206n244, 210n260

redaction criticism 21, 23, 28-29,
29n78, 34, 36, 38n145, 73, 104,
104n135, 107n141, 195, 247n21,
248n28, 249, 291n219, 294n237,
295, 314-16, 314n333, 315n346

Rephaim 165n92, 166192, 203n239,
256, 264n91, 287-88, 310n303,
310n305

retrospective character of 2 Sam 21-24
26, 26n59, 37, 6869, 117-18, 134,
176, 185, 224, 231, 338, 345

Rizpah 61n296, 140, 140n2, 149-52,
150n38, 151n40, 158, 158n68, 163—
65, 234, 262, 262n85, 263n86, 264,
289n209, 292n227, 296-97, 342

Saul

— anointing of 2, 6, 57, 59, 60n287,
148, 151, 161, 170-71, 185, 197,
226, 343, 345

— broken oath against Gibeonites 2,
34nl115, 45, 14048, 145n17, 156—
57,159, 161, 163-64, 233, 260-61,
271, 289-91, 294n238, 342

— compared/contrasted with David 7,
32, 34,43, 49, 52, 59-60, 60n287,
63n310, 66n333, 69, 69n357, 78,
141-42, 142n7, 144, 146-49, 153,
158, 163, 167-68, 170-72,
171n114, 177n133, 178, 178n137,
186, 186n176, 190, 191n185, 196—
97,200, 202, 207, 211, 216, 221
22,226,245, 251-52, 252n43, 257,
257n57, 263, 269, 271, 273,
275n137, 276, 276n145, 284n184,
286,291, 299, 330-31, 335-36,
338, 341

— death of, and burial 34, 37n139, 55—
56, 128, 140-41, 144-47, 144n15,
145n17, 146n19, 147n23, 149, 151—
55, 158-59, 161, 161n81, 16365,
170, 175-77, 184-85, 189, 196,
227-28,228n328, 233-34, 236,
261, 271n123, 284, 290, 294n238,
296, 322, 335, 340, 342-43

— parallels with Joseph 128, 144n12,
284,284n184, 322, 330n390

— sin against Amalekites 6, 124, 143—
44, 164, 180-81, 184, 188, 190,
233,237, 325

— sin of, consequences 4, 7, 30n87,
37, 59n284, 63n311, 14044,
142n10, 146-47, 150n36, 161, 163—
64, 178, 196-97, 221, 221n311,
232-33, 261, 272, 284, 325, 333,
335, 346

— sons of, executed 141, 143, 147,
153, 157,259

Second Temple period 89, 255,
326n381, 328

Septuagint (LXX) 2n3, 9-11, 9nnl17-
18, 11n26, 30, 30n88, 31n94,
143n10, 151, 156, 162n85, 167,
1671n94-95, 171n113, 183n163,
187, 187n182, 196n213, 215nn277—
278,218, 226n320, 230, 255, 269,
272,280, 300, 300nn260-261,
301n263, 302, 315n346



Solomon &, 32, 43, 54, 60, 60n288, 67,

73, 122n227, 194, 216, 216n280,
222-23,229n331, 241, 251n37,
263, 268,268n107, 283-84,
285n192, 287, 288n206, 314n334,
320n369, 328, 345n33

source criticism 27, 33

Talmud 145, 145n17, 150, 268

Targum 9, 9n16, 268

temple (Jerusalem) 8, 20, 20n13,
22n29, 33,42, 67n337, 73, 80n7,
156n63, 186n177, 194, 206, 216,
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