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Mache dich, mein Herze, rein, 
Ich will Jesum selbst begraben. 

Denn er soll nunmehr in mir 
Für und für 

Seine süße Ruhe haben. 
Welt, geh aus, laß Jesum ein. 

—Bach, Matthäus-Passion 





Preface 

This book represents a revision of my doctoral dissertation, "The Temple of 
God, the House of the Unclean Spirit: Possession and Exorcism in the New 
Testament and Early Christianity," submitted to the Divinity of the 
University of Chicago in December 2001. Though based upon a dissertation, 
my hope is that a broad audience will find the study accessible, and that 
readers will recognize the sometimes extensively annotated footnotes as a 
resource for, rather than a distraction from, the main text. I express my thanks 
to Dr. Henning Ziebritsky, Theology Editor at Mohr Siebeck in Tübingen for 
his initial interest in my manuscript, and to Dr. Jörg Frey of the Evangelisch-
Theologische Fakultät, University of Munich, who, as Managing Editor read 
and approved the selection of my work for the WUNT 2 series. Among Dr. 
Frey's helpful suggestions was to present the material on "Ancient Israel and 
Early Judaism" as a chapter independent of the ancient Near Eastern material. 
I also thank the support staff at Mohr Siebeck for their patient and always 
friendly assistance in bringing this manuscript to print. 

I would like to acknowledge my appreciation of the University of Chicago 
generally, which not only provided a curriculum that engendered the research 
topic, but a community of interested scholars and specialists who offered their 
time and suggestions, and whose own teachings and writings have informed 
the following pages. I extend my particular thanks to my dissertation 
committee — Adela Yarbro Collins (advisor, now of Yale Divinity School), 
Hans Dieter Betz, and Elizabeth R. Gebhard — for their careful reading of my 
work and their substantive suggestions for delineating its boundaries. I am 
grateful to have had the friendship and respect that they have held for each 
other over the years also directed toward my own scholastic development. 
Informal readers have included Erica Reiner and Robert Biggs of the 
University of Chicago's Oriental Institute, who read through various 
incarnations of the section on ancient Mesopotamia and offered useful 
bibliographic suggestions. Bruce Lincoln of the Divinity School and John J. 
Collins (now of Yale Divinity School) offered critical readings and 
constructive comments on the sections that pertained respectively to 
Zoroastrianism and Ancient Israel and Early Judaism. I am also grateful to the 
students and faculty who participated in the Divinity School's New 
Testament Dissertation Seminars of 1997 and 1999 for their valuable criticism 
and guidance; Margaret M. Mitchell's participation in the latter year proved 
especially fortunate. Matthew W. Dickie, of the University of Illinois at 
Chicago, and Peter Brown, of Princeton University, also provided helpful 
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bibliographic guidance for the classical world as well as a shared interest in 
magic in antiquity. 

I received a Charlotte W. Newcombe Dissertation Fellowship in 1996, and 
am indebted to the encouragement that Mrs. Newcombe's gift offered at that 
stage. I would also like to thank Wallace A. Alston, Director of the Center of 
Theological Inquiry in Princeton, New Jersey, who offered me the resources 
of the Center for the fellowship year. Those resources extended to privileges 
at the Princeton Theological Seminary and Princeton University libraries, as 
well as at Princeton's Index of Christian Art. I would also like to express my 
appreciation to the CTI staff, and other residents during the 1996-1997 year, 
especially William Lazareth who, as acting director prior to Dr. Alston's 
tenure, had initially extended the invitation for residency to me. 

Finally, I would like to acknowledge the good-natured interest and support 
that my friends and family have shown toward my endeavor over the years. In 
particular, I would like to thank my wife Maureen for her keen eye and 
helpful suggestions during the final stages of editing and formatting, as well as 
my brother, Philip Sorensen, and my sister, Joan Sorensen Rice, and their 
families. Finally, I would like to thank my parents Janice Joyce Sorensen, and 
f Reuben Erling Sorensen, to whom I dedicate this work. 
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NOTE ON STYLE 

The Bibliography includes all works cited in the dissertation. I have presented 
them in accordance with the guidelines set forth in The SBL Handbook of 
Style: For Ancient Near Eastern, Biblical, and Early Christian Studies, Patrick 
H. Alexander et al., eds. (Peabody, Mass.: Hendrickson Publishers, 1999). I 
have also followed The SBL Handbook of Style for the journal and serial 
abbreviations found in the notes, and have provided the unabbreviated titles in 
the Bibliography. Abbreviations of early Jewish, Christian and patristic titles 
follow The SBL Handbook of Style. Abbreviations used for titles by Greek and 
Roman classical authors are included in the Reference Index after their full 
Latin titles. When I have quoted a translation for a classical work I have cited 
the edition of the translation and included it in the Bibliography. Translations 
of ancient authors in Greek or Latin without citations are my own. For the 
biblical passages I have referred to Biblia Hebraica Stuttgartensia, edited by 
K. Elliger and W. Rudolph (Stuttgart: Deutsche Bibelgesellschaft, 1983); 
Septuaginta, edited by Alfred Rahlfs (Stuttgart: Deutsche Bibelgesellschaft, 
1979); Nestle-Aland, Novum Testamentum Graece (27th ed.; Stuttgart: 
Deutsche Bibelgesellschaft, 1993). Unless otherwise indicated, biblical 
quotations in English are from the New Revised Standard Version. 
Translations of the Septuagint are my own. 





Chapter 1 

Introduction: The Christian Exorcist 
in the Greco-Roman World 

1.1 Definition of Terms 

It is important at the outset to define some central concepts of this study. 
Jonathan Z. Smith interprets the "demonic" as a label for what is marginal, 
protean, and unstructured within a given society, so that when identifying the 
demons one should not ask "who" they are but "what" they represent.1 For 
Smith, demons are the reifications of human anxieties over what is uncertain, 
and they serve to identify the boundaries or liminalities of social structures. 
Smith's deconstruction is helpful in understanding the concept of the demonic, 
but the question still remains how given societies envision their liminalities. 
As for the early Christians, they interpreted them as demons, which in turn 
dictated how they acted towards them, and it is these demons as discrete 
spiritual entities with which this present study is concerned. Within the 
context of the New Testament, demonic possession may be defined as a 
culturally shared belief in the potential for a maleficent spiritual being to 
disrupt, often in a way observable to others, the well-being of an unwilling 
host.2 In the same context, exorcism may be defined as the forced removal of 

'"The demonic is a relational or labeling term which occurs only in certain culturally 
stipulated situations and is part of a complex system of boundaries and limits" (Jonathan Z. 
Smith, "Towards Interpreting Demonic Powers in Hellenistic and Roman Antiquity," ANRW 
2.16.1 [1978] 429). Compare also Jeffrey Burton Russell's assessment of evil and its 
personification as a part of the human experience: "The Devil is the hypostasis, the 
apotheosis, the objectification of a hostile force or hostile forces perceived as external to our 
consciousness" (Jeffrey Burton Russell, The Devil: Perceptions of Evil from Antiquity to 
Primitive Christianity [Ithaca: Cornell University Press, 1977] 34). 

2Erika Bourguignon, who takes into account the biblical record in her cross-cultural 
anthropological study of possession, has noted that the phenomenon of possession requires a 
culturally shared belief: "Possession beliefs and rituals then reflect and express both social 
structures and the personalities of the participants. They are not simply matters of historical 
inheritance. When such inheritance loses its social significance and profound personal 
psychological meaning, the beliefs will disappear and possession trance rituals will become 
theatrical performances" (Erika Bourguignon, Possession [Chandler and Sharp Series in Cross 
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such a hostile spirit for the purpose of restoring the victim of demonic 
possession to well-being. Exorcism is accomplished by a person, the exorcist, 
who engages and mediates a superior spiritual power3 against the offending 
demon in order to accomplish its removal from the possessed and its 
relocation elsewhere.4 

1.2 Argument and Scope of the Present Study 

The present study argues for the adaptation of exorcism in early Christian 
mission to the cultural sensibilities of the non-Christian Greeks and Romans. 
The subject arises when noting that exorcism was an unconventional activity 
in Greco-Roman society during Christianity's early centuries. Despite this, by 
the middle of the third century of the Common Era, as we learn from a letter 
of Cornelius, Bishop of Rome, to Fabius, Bishop of Antioch, the church of 
Rome had "fifty-two exorcists, readers and doorkeepers" on its roster of 154 
clergy.5 This letter raises the question of how a phenomenon held at the 

Cultural Themes; San Francisco: Chandler & Sharp, 1976] 49). Following this, I interpret 
the presence and effectiveness of exorcism also to be socially conditioned. Given the social 
belief in demonic possession and exorcism in first century Palestine, and given the fact that 
Jesus is considered by his followers and foes alike to have engaged in exorcism, I find it 
likely that Jesus did perform exorcisms as part of his historical activity. In his medical 
anthropological approach to healing in the New Testament, John Pilch also emphasizes the 
role society plays in constructing models for both understanding illness and applying 
treatment. Exorcism would fit into this context as follows: "In other words, healing boils 
down to meaning and the transformation of experience. The change or transformation is 
created by all participants who effectively enact culturally authorized interpretations. When 
demons are exorcized, the anxious client believes the cause of the problem is gone. This 
conviction is affirmed by the healer and encouraged by the social circle. It alters the client's 
cognitive processes from apprehension to calm" (John J. Pilch, Healing in the New 
Testament: Insights from Medical and Mediterranean Anthropology [Minneapolis: Fortress, 
2000] 35). 

3The spiritual power sometimes lies in the background of exorcism stories as that quality 
of divine favor in which the authors portray their miracle workers (e.g., in the synoptic 
authors' portrayal of Jesus, in Josephus' of Eleazar [Ant. 8.45—49], and Philostratus' of 
Apollonius [Fit. Apoll.]). 

4Smith draws attention to exorcism as a relocation of the possessing spirit, and he 
describes the re-locative aspect of early rituals associated with demons in this manner: "The 
demon is 'placed' by being named, entrapped and removed to its proper realm (e.g. exorcism) 
or redirected to a 'proper' goal (i.e. to somewhere or someone else, as in so-called 'hostile' 
magic)" (Smith, "Towards Interpreting Demonic Powers," ANRW2.16.1:428-29). 

5E^opKiordg 5e kcu a v a y v t o a r a g ajia 7ruXwpo~ig 5 u o kou 7T£VTr)K0VTa 
(Eusebius, Hist. eccl. 6.43.11. English translation in Eusebius, The Ecclesiastical History, 
translated by Kirsopp Lake and J. E. L. Oulton [2 vols. LCL; Cambridge: Harvard 
University Press, 1964-1965]). The letter, recorded by Eusebius and dated to 251, does not 
specify the number of exorcists among the fifty-two. It also does not say to what extent the 
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periphery of conventional healing activity not only survived in the early 
church, but apparently flourished to make the transition from superstition to 
institution in the Greco-Roman world. 

Within the context of the Christian scriptural background the logic behind 
exorcism's eventual institutionalization is understandable.6 Jesus' own 
exorcistic activity as presented in the synoptic gospels, and his command to 
his disciples to do the same, grant to exorcism a place of consequence in early 
Christian tradition.7 But it also makes it a subject with which the church 
would eventually have to come to terms in its missionary appeal to Greek and 
Roman audiences. The continuation of exorcism in the westward expansion of 
early Christianity is noteworthy because it appears to have survived in an 
environment that relegated its demonology and the human powers involved 
with it to a magical or an occult status rather than a cultic one. In Greece the 
charge of magic is brought against neither medical practitioners nor the 
activities of the Asclepius healing cult. On the one hand, doctors rarely claim 
to do the extraordinary, but follow instead a naturalistic therapy of diagnoses 
and prognoses based upon observed precedent.8 Even should they solicit 

exorcists may have worked within or outside of the church community. The others on 
Cornelius' list include one bishop, forty-six presbyters, seven deacons, seven sub-deacons, 
forty-two acolytes, and over 1500 widows and others in distress. 

^Compare the Ordinal begun in the Byzantine Church which, "from doorkeeper to 
bishop," justifies by an example from the life o f Christ each of the grades o f clergy. (Referred 
to in J. N. Hillgarth, ed., Christianity and Paganism, 350-750: The Conversion of Western 

Europe [Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press, 1986] 179). 
7Jesus commands his followers to perform exorcisms in his name when he commissions 

the Twelve Apostles (Mark 3:14-15//Matt 10:1; Mark 6:7-13//Matt 10:7-8//Luke 9:1-6), 
and the seventy disciples (Luke 10:17-20). After the resurrection Jesus gives a final 
commission to the eleven remaining apostles in the longer ending of Mark, where casting out 
demons is considered one of the signs that will accompany anyone who believes and is 
baptized (Mark 16:15-18). The idea of imitation occurs throughout a variety o f New 
Testament works, from the gospels to the Pauline and catholic epistles, with the object of 
imitation ranging from the divinity ("God"—Eph 5:1; "Christ"—Matt 10:24; John 
13:15-17; 1 Cor 4:16; 11:1; 1 Thess 1:6-7; 1 Pet 2:21-25), to the early apostolate 
("Paul"—1 Cor 4:16; 11:1; 1 Thess 1:6-7; 2 Thess 3:9), subsequent leaders of the church 
("Timothy"—1 Tim 4:12; "leaders"—Heb 6:11-12; 13:7; "presbyters"—1 Pet 5:3^1), and 
the congregation as a whole for other congregations ("Thessalonians"—1 Thess 1:6-7; 
"Churches o f Judaea"—1 Thess 2:14-16). Hence, supervisors and peers become models of 
faith and activity within the Christian community. See R. J. S. Barrett-Lennard's summary 
o f healing in early Christianity, and the precedent for such found in the New Testament (R. J. 
S. Barrett-Lennard, Christian Healing after the New Testament: Some Approaches to Illness 

in the Second, Third and Fourth Centuries [New York: University Press o f America, 1994]. 
Note especially Chapter 5: "Irenaeus: Demon-Possession and Exorcism"). 

8One occasionally comes across statements in the medical writings that all things are 
curable. Consider this passage from the pre-Common Era The Sacred Disease included in the 
Hippocratic corpus o f writings: "This disease styled sacred comes from the same causes as 
others, from the things that come to and go from the body, from cold, sun, and from the 
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divine powers in this process the method remains essentially unchanged.9 On 
the other hand, although the Asclepius cult claims to do the miraculous, it 

changing restlessness of winds. These things are divine. So that there is no need to put the 
disease in a special class and to consider it more divine than the others; they are all divine 
and all human. Each has a nature and power of its own; none is hopeless or incapable of 
t reatment ." ( A u r r i 5e ii v o u a o g ii i e p n KaXeopevTi d7ro rav auTWV 7rpo(t>aaiwv 
y i v e r a i act)' tov KOU a l X o u r a i d7ro TWV 7rpooidvrcov K a i d7n0VTWV, K a i 
y u x e o g x a i riXvou KCU 7rveu|udTwv iaeTa |3aXXonevwv Te K a i OUSOTOTE 
d r p e p v C o v r c o v . r a u t a 6 ' s a r i B e i a , w a r e p r | $ s v 8e i a 7 r o K p i v o v r a TO v o a n n a 
Bs ioTepov TWV Xourwv v o j a i a a i , a X X a 7 r d v r a G e i a K a i 7 r a v r a dv6pw7r iva -

<|>uaiv 8e E K a o r o v EXEI Kai B u v a m v E<(>' ¿WUTOU, KOI o u 5 e v a i r o p o v e a n v 
OU8E d | a r j x a v o v . ) (Hippocrates, Morb. sacr. 21. English translation in Hippocrates, 
translated by W. H. S. Jones et al. [8 vols. LCL; Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 
1972-1995]). This passage likely represents the confident flourish of a rhetorician, but it 
nevertheless reveals a current opinion that whether or not a cure was known, it did in fact 
exist and merely awaited discovery. In general, however, and beginning with the historical 
Hippocrates, we see a concern to bring credibility to the healing art that includes an 
acknowledgment of its limitations. Also from the Hippocratic Corpus the author of The Art 
defines the tasks and limitations of medicine as follows: "In general terms, it is to do away 
with the sufferings of the sick, to lessen the violence of their diseases, and to refuse to treat 
those who are overmastered by their diseases, realizing that in such cases medicine is 
powerless. " (TO 5f) 7rdji7rav a 7 r a X X d a a s i v TWV VOOEOVTCOV TOO? K a n d r o u g K a i 
TWV v o o r i p a T w v TAG A((>o5pdTriTag a|U|3Xuveiv, KOI TO |IF) EYxeips iv TOIOI 
KEKpaTriMsvoig U7ro TWV voar ipaTWV, EiSoTag OTI T a u r a oi3 5 u v a T a i 
ir |TpiKri.) (Hippocrates, De arte 3 [Jones, LCL]. See also De arte 8). Such a public 
admission of its limitations ultimately served to strengthen the medical profession by setting 
the patient 's expectations in proper perspective. Even The Sacred Disease itself illustrates 
medicine 's limitations where it mentions epilepsy's potential "overmastery" of the sufferer: 
"In fact, when the disease has become chronic it then proves incurable, for the brain is 
corroded by phlegm and melts, and the part which melts becomes water, surrounding the 
brain outside and flooding it, for which reason such people are attacked more frequently and 
readily." (OUTW 5 ' e 'xsi K a i TCJJ dv0pw7ror ¿7rdTav y « P o x p d v o g y s v r i T a i TT} 
v o u a c p , OIJK ETI i r i a i n o g YIVSTAI - 5 t E O 0 i s T a i v « p o S Y K E ^ a X o g UJTO TOU 
<J)XEYJIATO<; K a i Ti^KETai, TO 5E a7roTriKd|IEVOV R'5wp y t v e T a i , K a i Trsp iexs 1 

TOV ¿YKE(t>aXOV EKTOg K a i 7T£plKXl5^£l' Ka i 5 i a TOUTO 7rUKVOT6pOV E7riXri7rT0l 
y i v o v r a i Ka i p a o v . ) (Hippocrates, Morb. sacr. 14 [Jones, LCL]). 

9That absolutes cannot be drawn between categories of medicine as a secular craft distinct 
f rom religious healing becomes clear on several counts. The definitions blur, for example, on 
the role of divine power in medicine. Although it is generally true that medicine depends 
solely on human knowledge to discern cause and cure of a given malady, on rare occasions 
the practitioners also implore the gods through prayer to assist in the healing (e.g., f rom the 
Hippocratic Corpus, On Dreams 90 [Regimen Book 4]). One also finds acknowledgment of 
the role of gods in the restoration of health, so that the sixth chapter of Decorum even 
attributes cures in medicine to gods, with physicians merely acting as the means toward that 
end. In addition to such prayers, there is also the commitment to the gods sworn to by the 
physician in the opening lines of the Hippocratic Oath itself: "I swear by Apollo Physician 
and Asclepius and Hygieia and Panaceia and all the gods and goddesses, making them my 
witnesses, that I will fulfill according to my ability and judgment this oath and this covenant 



Argument and Scope of the Present Study 5 

operates within a healing tradition whose authority is recognized by the state. 
The accusation of magic, then, rests not upon extraordinary activity per se, 
but ultimately upon the authority from which that activity is perceived to 
derive. This is echoed in the Palestinian setting for the synoptic portrayals of 
Jesus, where critics question Jesus' authority to heal, not his ability to do 
so.10 

Granted, the demarcation between magic and socially accepted religious 
practices in antiquity is a fluid one, and depends more upon the perspective of 
the one who distinguishes between the two than on any intrinsic qualities they 
may have held, but it is just this subjective criterion of perception that is of 
relevance for the present study." The fact that some Greeks and Romans in 
positions of political power and cultural influence associated Christianity with 
magic and superstition was a perception that early Christian missionaries 
would have to have taken into account.12 

. . . " ( ' 0 | i v u w 'A7t6XXwv<x iriTpov kou 'AaKXr|7ri6v kou 'Tyeiav kcu 
I T a v c t K e i a v kou 6eoug j r a v r a g r e kcu itaoac, taropag 7roisu|UEvog ¿7rireXEO 
7roiriaeiv k(xt& Suvajjiv kcu K p i a i v E | i r jv opkov r o v 5 e kou £uYYpa<t"1 v 

TrjvSe) (Ludwig Edelstein, Hippocrates The Oath: Or the Hippocratic Oath [Baltimore: 
Ares Publishers, 1943] 2 -3) . Although Hippocratic medicine itself originated out of the 
Asclepius cult and doctors of this tradition were called Asclepiads, or "sons of Asclepius," 
one cannot assume that priests of Asclepius were necessarily Hippocratic doctors, and vice 
versa. The testimonia for the cult suggest no systematic interest in diagnosis and prognosis 
of ailments as were essential to Hippocratic medicine. 

10In the synoptics, note especially the Beelzeboul controversy (Matt 12:22—30; Luke 
11:14-23; cf. Mark 3:22-27), where the practice of exorcism is considered legitimate for 
other Jews. 

1 ' John Gager reflects this social view of magic, and says of any attempt to define it: " . . . 
the only justifiable (answerable) historical question about magic is not 'What are the 
characteristics of, for example, Greek magic?' but rather 'Under what conditions, by whom, 
and of whom does the term "magic" come to be used?'" (John Gager, Curse Tablets and 
Binding Spells from the Ancient World [New York: Oxford University Press, 1992] 25). Fritz 
Graf intentionally avoids giving a "rigid and artificial terminology" to the subject of "magic" 
in his study that spans from the sixth century B.C.E. to the end of antiquity, but seeks 
instead to understand how it was used by the early Greeks and Romans themselves in their 
"discourse on the relationship between the human and the supernatural" (Fritz Graf, Magic in 
the Ancient World [Revealing Antiquity 10; Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 1997] 
18-19). Although I run the risk of undermining his subtlety by attempting to gather his 
findings into a cohesive summary, I interpret Graf to consider magic a form of religion, 
whose practitioners use persuasive analogies in their communications with the divine. 

1 2A charge that early anti-Christian polemic makes against Jesus was that he performed 
his miracles by means of magic learned in Egypt. Celsus first makes the connection: " . . . 
Jesus . . . having hired himself out as a servant in Egypt on account of his poverty, and 
having there acquired some miraculous powers, on which the Egyptians greatly pride 
themselves, returned to his own country, highly elated on account of them, and by means of 
these proclaimed himself a God." ( r o v ' I r i a o u v . . . 5 i a 7 rev iav eiq A i yut t tov 
l i i a S a p v i i a a g , KaKei Suva iae iov r i v w v 7reipa8ei<;, ¿4> ' a i g A i y u T r r i o i 
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The foreignness of the Jewish and Christian practices of exorcism to the 
Greco-Roman world becomes readily apparent in the context of healing. The 
synoptic gospels and Acts portray exorcism either explicitly as a healing 
activity (Matthew, Luke and Acts), or as a closely related event (Mark). In 
contrast, the practice of exorcism and demonic possession as an illness are 
noticeably absent from conventional Greek healing traditions until the turn of 
the era, and as a consequence exorcism does not play a role in medicine or the 
healing cults. The Hippocratic Corpus and the writings of noted medical 
practitioners as late as Galen (ca. 129-199) are unconcerned with the 
phenomena of demonic possession and exorcism or, where discussed, treat 
them polemically.13 Prior to the turn of the era, even the religious healings 
attributed to the god Asclepius appear to deal neither with possession as a 
malady from which their patients suffer nor for which they seek a cure.14 

With the locus of Greek medicine in the Asclepieia, both medical and 
religious healing offered culturally sanctioned alternatives to magical practices, 
and they likewise would have benefited from magic's discreditation. On the 
one hand, this explains the absence of such references in earlier Greek 
literature, though the presence of exorcism in early magical contexts, too, is by 
and large wanting. On the other hand, the apparent irrelevance of possession 
and exorcism to culturally sanctioned healing, and the lack of evidence for it 
even in magic, raises the question of how exorcism was to prove effective as a 
missionary activity if no apparent demand for exorcism existed in Greek 
society prior to the Common Era. 

aei ivuvovrou, e7ravrjX0ev ev r a i g S u v a n e a i ( ieya (t>povwv, Kai 5i ' a u r a ? 
0eov a u r o v avriyopeuae.) (Celsus, True Doctrine = Origen, Cels. 1.28 |ANF 4.408; PG 
11.713]). See, Robert L. Wilken, The Christians as the Romans Saw Them (New Haven: 
Yale University Press, 1984) 98-101, 109. See also Morton Smith, Jesus the Magician (San 
Francisco: Harper & Row, 1978). 

i3The Sacred Disease first states a current superstitious interpretation of epilepsy as 
possession by a deity, then refutes it in favor of a physiological explanation. Klaus Thraede 
finds exorcistic reference in Galen, fac. simpl. med. 6.68 (Klaus Thraede, "Exorzismus," 
RAC 7:51). 

14This conclusion is based upon a survey of the evidence published in Emma J. and 
Ludwig Edelstein, Asclepius: A Collection and Interpretation of the Testimonies (2 vols.; 
Baltimore: Johns Hopkins, 1975). Robert Garland notes that at least 320 Asklepieia existed 
around the Mediterranean by the second century Common Era (Robert Garland, Introducing 
New Gods: The Politics of Athenian Religion [Ithaca, N.Y.: Cornell University Press, 1992] 
122, note 2), which, depending upon the degree of their discovery and excavation, suggests 
that a great amount of material evidence remains to be examined. Later literary sources do 
attribute exorcisms to Asclepius. In the Acts of Pilate (ca. late third century) Pilate credits 
Jesus' power to exorcize to the authority granted him by Asclepius (Acts Pil. ch. 1). 
Likewise, Philostratus (ca. 170-ca. 245) says that Asclepius heals wounds caused by 
demons, not by carelessness (Ep. 18). 
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In literary contexts as well exorcism remains a field untrodden, and is 
undocumented in Roman society until late in the first century Common Era.15 

Then, Josephus (37-ca. 100), writing in Greek to a Roman audience, mentions 
Eleazar having exorcized a demon before Vespasian.16 In his account Josephus 
mentions both the technique and proof of that exorcism, as well as the 
pedigree of the practice in general, which he claims to stem from Solomon. It 
would appear to be something of a novelty to his readers. From the second 
century onward exorcists become occasional subjects of Greco-Roman 
literature in genres as diverse from Josephus' historiography as the 
jurisprudence of Ulpian (fl. 212-217), who distinguishes exorcism from 
proper medicine;17 the philosophy of Marcus Aurelius (121-180), who treats 
the exorcist with disdain;18 the satire of Lucian (ca. 120-ca. 180), who treats 

15 Although Pliny the Elder (23/24-79 C.E.) mentions magic and popular healing 
techniques in chapters 20-32 of his Natural History, he does not record any incidents of 
exorcism. 

16Josephus, Ant. 8.45-49. 
17Domitius Ulpianus, De omnibus tribunalibus, Book 8: De extraordinariis 

cognitionibus. The passage was incorporated into Justinian's digest of Roman law (Ulpian, 
Dig. 50.13.1.1-3). Ulpian states that the work of obstetricians and medical specialists are 
justly paid positions because of their concern with health (salutis hominum ... curam agant), 
but in contrast: ".. . one must not include people who make incantations or imprecations or, 
to use the common expression of imposters, exorcisms. For these are not branches of 
medicine, even though people exist who forcibly assert that such people have helped them." 
(non tamen si incantauit, si inprecatus est, si, ut uulgari uerbo impostorum utar, si 
exorcizauit: non sunt ista medicinae genera, tametsi sint, qui hos sibi profuisse cum 
praedicatione adflrment.) (Theodore Mommsen and Paul Krueger, eds., The Digest of 
Justinian, trans. Alan Watson [4 vols.; Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press, 
1985] 4:929). Tony Honoré argues that Ulpian wrote during a period of heightened cultural 
syncretism. This was evident even in traditional Roman law, which recognized the Punic, 
Gallic and Assyrian (i.e., Aramaic) languages in addition to Greek and Latin, as valid for 
drafting certain legal documents. The metropolitan climate was most affected by the 
constitutio Antoniniana (212 C.E.), an imperial edict that granted citizenship to virtually 
every free inhabitant of the Roman Empire. Ulpian's prolific summation of Roman law 
during the reign of M. Aurelius Antoninus (Caracalla) (211-17) amounted to the systematic 
publication of that law for the new citizenry. This move toward political inclusion, however, 
did not extend to toleration of marginal social activities. As Honoré says: "Superstition, for 
example Judaism, or imposture, for instance that practised by exorcists, is condemned" (Tony 
Honoré, Ulpian [Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1982] 31). 

18Marcus Aurelius ( 1 2 1 - 8 0 ) says that he understood from the example of one Diognetus: 
". . . not to be taken up with trifles; and [not] to give credence to the statements of miracle-
mongers and wizards about incantations and the exorcizing of demons and such like things." 
(TÔ àKevoaTrouôov KCÙ rô à7riarr|TiKÔv TO"ÎÇ vno rwv Tepareuojaéviûv KCÙ 

yorÎTiov jrepi è7r<4>Ôùv KCÙ 7repi ôouuoviov à7ro7roji7rïjç KOÙ TWV TOIOUTCOV 

X E Y O U É V O I Ç . ) (Marcus Aurelius, Ad se ipsum 1 . 6 . English translation in Marcus Aurelius 
Antoninus, The Communings with Himself translated by C. R. Haines [LCL; Cambridge: 
Harvard University Press, 1 9 6 1 ] ) . 
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exorcists as fraudulent entrepreneurs in a superstitious world;1 9 and the 

hagiography o f Philostratus (ca. 170-ca. 245), who shows the first century 

w ise man Apo l lon ius o f Tyana to per form his miracles under a cloud o f 

suspicion and misunderstanding by the Roman authorities.20 

Exorcism, not without reason, leaves an exotic impression upon these 

literati, an "easternness" which they tend to interpret as " fore ignness. " Thus, 

Vespasian encounters a Jew adept in a craft excel led in by Jews.21 For Lucian, 

a connection with the east is a near prerequisite for exorcistic conjuration. H e 

notes Egyp t fo r its familiarity with magic in general,22 and in particular he 

mentions a contemporary Syrian exorcist famous for his wo rk in Palestine,23 a 

"Cha ldean" f r om Babylonia who successfully casts spells and incantations,24 

and an Arab w h o possesses a ring used to control demons.25 Philostratus 

mentions that Apol lonius rece ived an education in eastern wisdom, 2 6 which in 

part translated into his ability to discern and control spirits. 

These critical assessments o f the exorcist and his craft nevertheless record 

their underlying popular fascination and appeal. The story o f Lucian 's A rab 

itsel f attests to this interest in conjuration and its conveyance to Greece from 

the east. Accord ing ly , the Arab g ives the ring to Eucrates, a Greek, and teaches 

19Lucian, Philops. 16-17. Brenk notes: "Lucian's ridicule of all these [exorcistic] 
practices is surely typical of the attitude of many Greek intellectuals of the time" (Frederick 
E. Brenk, "In the Light of the Moon: Demonology in the Early Imperial Period," in ANRW 

2.16.3, W. Haase, ed. [New York: Walter de Gruyter, 1986] 2.16.3:2112). In another work, 
Lucian also corroborates Ulpian's higher expectations for medicine when he says that the 
physician Paetus acted in a manner unfitting of his profession by believing in the deceits of 
Alexander of Abonoteichus, the "false" prophet of Asclepius (Lucian, Alex. 60). 

20Philostratus, Vit. Apoll. 1.2. Philostratus was commissioned to write the Life of 

Apollonius by the Syrian princess Julia Domna, Septimius Severus' second wife, whose 
intellectual circle also included Ulpian (Honoré, Ulpian, 31). This attests to a range of views 
with regard to exorcism within the intellectual and social elite at this time. Wizardry is a 
constant charge against Apollonius, and one which Philostratus assiduously refutes (see 
below, Chapter 6). Lucian also views Apollonius of Tyana and a student of his, whom he 
identifies only as a yoriç, unfavorably as the teachers of Alexander (Lucian, Alex. 5). 

21Josephus, Ant. 8.45^19. 
22 Lucian, Philops. 31. See also Origen, Ce Is. 1.28. Klaus Thraede considers exorcism a 

magical practice picked up by the Jews from the priestly magical traditions of Babylon and 
Egypt during the Hellenistic period, but that Egypt was the dominant source of inspiration 
for exorcism as it continued to spread throughout the Mediterranean during the Hellenistic 
period (Thraede, "Exorzismus," RAC 7:57). 

23Lucian, Philops. 16-17. 
24Lucian, Philops. 9-11. 
25Lucian, Philops. 17; cf. 24. 
26Philostratus, Vit. Apoll. 1.2. As a Pythagorean, Apollonius also inherited the 

reputation for eastern wisdom once attributed to Pythagoras himself (cf. Pliny, Hist. nat. 

24.156; 25.13; 30.8-9). The Indian sage Iarchas also performs an exorcism (Philostratus, Vit. 

Apoll. 3.38). 
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him along with it "the spell of many names";27 it is precisely the type of 
practice ridiculed by the critics. The Arab's ring and spell converge with the 
magical papyri, amulets, and curse tablets that have survived from the early 
Common Era as a growing corpus of firsthand evidence of conjuration's 
popularity at this time.28 These sources, however, essentially confirm 
exorcism's place in the eddies of the cultural mainstream. 

Even while pagan authors offer their criticisms of the exorcist, Justin 
Martyr (ca. 100-165) and Tertullian (ca. 160-240) appeal to exorcism in their 
defenses of Christianity. The references to exorcism made by the apologists 
differ from the contemporary magical evidence in that they are directed 
publicly toward the civil authorities, some of whom have maligned the 
practice in their own writings.29 Throughout their apologies both Justin and 

2 7 i l £7rw5r| li 7roXucóvuno<; (Lucian, Philops. 17. English translation in Lucian, 
translated by A. M. Harmon et al. [8 vols. LCL; Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 
1959-1967]). 

2 8 W e can add to this evidence the collection of books found at Nag Hammadi, and the 
New Testament Apocrypha and Pseudepigrapha. See also, Marvin Meyer and Richard Smi th , 
eds., Ancient Christian Magic: Coptic Texts of Ritual Power (San Francisco: 
HarperSanFrancisco, 1994) for texts from the first to the eleventh/twelfth centuries. 
Numerous curse tablets and binding spells attest to the prevalence of phenomena similar to 
exorcism among non-Christians, that is, the conjuring of spiritual powers to further one's 
intentions (see, e.g., John G. Gager, Curse Tablets and Binding Spells). Some of the Greek 
Magical Papyri from the fourth century C.E. onward show the interest among exorcists 
themselves of passing on the formulae they have inherited and developed. See especially the 
exorcistic passages in PGM 4 .86-87; 1227-64; 3007-86; 5 .96-172; 7 .429-58; 579-90; 
12.270-350; 13.1-343 (242-44); 94.17-21; 114.1-14. 

2 9Just in addresses his apologies to Marcus Aurelius (called here Verissimus the 
Philosopher), as well as the Emperor Antoninus Pius, Lucius, the holy Senate (lepqi 
auYK^rÌTOiO, a n d all the Romans ( S n V ^ TTCCVTI ' P w j j a i w v ) (Justin, 1 Apol. 1.1). In his 
Second Apology, Justin says that Jesus became incarnate: " . . . for the sake of believing men, 
and for the destruction of the demons. And now you can learn this from what is under your 
own observation. For numberless demoniacs throughout the whole world, and in your city, 
many of our [Christian] men exorcising them in the name of Jesus Christ, who was crucified 
under Pontius Pilate, have healed and do heal, rendering helpless and driving the possessing 
devils out of the men, though they could not be cured by all the other exorcists, and those 
who used incantations and drugs." (Ó7rep ... r w v 7riareuóvTWV àv6pcÓ7rwv KCÙ 
<67rt> K o r a X i i a e i TWV 5 a i | i ó v w v , < w g > KCÙ v ù v ÈK TWV Ó7r ' c tyiv 
Y i v o p é v w v p a B s ì v 5 u v a a 8 e . Aai | iovioXrÌ7rToug yàp 7toXXoù? KOTÒ TravTa 
r ò v KÓajiov KAI èv TRJ ù p e r é p q t JTÓXEI 7roXXoi TWV rineTÉpcov à v 0 p w 7 r w v 
[TWV X p i c m a v w v ] È7ropKÌCovTeg K a r a TOÙ ò v ó p a r o g I r i aoù Xp ic r roù , TOO 
O T a u p c o O é v r o g £7n IIOVTÌOU r i i X a r o u , U7rò TWV a X X w v 7TCCVTWV ÈTTOPKIOTWV 
K a i È7rq(aTÙv KOI (t>apnaKeoTcòv jari l o S é v r o « ; , ì a a a v T O KOÙ e r i v ù v i w v r a i , 
KocTOtpYOÙvreg K a i èK5iWK0VTeg Toùg K a r é x o v r a g r o ù g àv0pw7rou<; 
5 a i | i O v a g . ) (Justin 2 Apol. 6 .5-6 . Greek text from Miroslav Marcovich, ed., Iustini 
Martyris Apologiae pro Christianis [PTS 38; Berlin: Walter de Gruyter, 1994] 146). 
Tertullian addresses his apology to the Roman religious authorities (Romani imperii 
antistites) (Tertullian, Apol. 1.1), and at several places mentions the success of Christian 
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Tertullian join with their audiences in condemning magic. In order 
simultaneously to uphold the legitimacy of exorcism the apologists redefine 
Christianity for their Roman audience as an authentic religion. Having once 
established the legitimacy of their faith the apologists can then rehabilitate 
exorcism's reputation insofar as it is practiced within that faith. With 
Christian exorcism thus liberated from the realm of magical deception, the 
apologists can appeal to it as a practice that exposes the falsity of other 
religions while at the same time substantiates its own: by drawing their 
authority to perform exorcisms from the Christian godhead, Christian 
exorcists are able to control the so-called gods of pagan belief.30 

It is in the area of Christian mission, where Christian values confront non-
Christian sensibilities, that one would expect the practice of exorcism to 
undergo the greatest adaptation. Yet, at face value the exorcisms referred to by 
the apologists appear consistent with the exorcisms of the synoptic tradition. 
The most marked departure from the synoptic precedent occurs not in the 
exteriority of mission, but within the confines of the church itself. The 
differences in form and meaning of exorcism within Christianity are highlighted 
when we look several centuries after the evangelists to an early example of a 
Christian liturgical exorcism.31 In the Apostolic Tradition, attributed to 

exorcists in subduing the supposed pagan gods by the power of the one true God. References 
to exorcism by Christians occur at 21.17; 23.6-7, 16; 27.5-6; 32.2-3; 37.9 (cf. 43.2); and 
46.5. 

3 0In the 23rd chapter of his Apology, Tertullian shows how exorcism validates 
Christianity: "Produce someone before your tribunals, who is admittedly demon-possessed. 
Let any Christian you please bid him speak, and the spirit in the man will own himself a 
demon—and truly—just as he will elsewhere call himself a god, falsely. Similarly bring 
forward some one or other of those persons who are supposed to be god-possessed ... if they 
do not confess they are demons, not daring to lie to a Christian, then shed that impudent 
Christian's blood on the spot! What could be plainer than such a deed? What proof more 
reliable?" (Edatur hie aliqui ibidem sub tribunalibus vestris quern daemone agi constet. 
lussus a quolibet Christiano loqui spiritus ille tarn se daemonem confitebitur de vero quam 
alibi dominum de falso. Aequeproducatur aliquis ex his qui de deo pati existimantur ... nisi 
se daemones confessi fuerint Christiano mentiri non audentes, ibidem illius Christiani 
procacissimi sanguinem fundite! Quid isto opere manifestius? Quid hac probatione 
fidelius?) (Tertullian, Apol. 23.4-7. English translation in Tertullian, Apology, translated by 
T. R. Glover [LCL; Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 1966]). In the fourth century, 
Athanasias reiterates the claim that any Christian worth his salt can cast out demons, which 
he supports by referring to Matthew 10:8 (Barrett-Lennard, Christian Healing after the New 
Testament, 213). 

3 1The earliest reference to renunciation of the devil as part of the Christian baptismal 
ceremony is found in the gnostic writings of Theodotus of Rome (fl. early II C.E.), as 
preserved in the writings of Clement of Alexandria. The relevant passage reads as follows: 
"For this reason baptism is called death and the end of the old life, since we renounce the evil 
principalities; it is called life according to Christ, since he is the master of this life." ( T a u r q 
0 a v a T o g KOU reXog X e y s r a i TOO 7raXaiou p ioo TO P o b r n a n a , 
(X7roTaaao|ievu)v i i | iwv r o i g 7rovripaig ' A p x c a g , Cwrj 5s Kara X p i a r o v , fc 
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frag. 384.8 113 n 2 0 9 971 86 

1455-56 99 
Euripides 
Bacchae (Ba.) Medea (Med.) 

80 n 18; 98 n 122 98 n 122 
298-301 92 1258 86 
300-1 79; 98; 99 n 135 1258-60 86 n 6 2 
432-50 104 n 165 1330 86 n 6 1 
509-18 104 n 165 
665 99 n 132 Orestes (Or.) 
918-22 99 n 127 98 n 122 
1122-24 79; 98; 99 nn. 126, 253-61 90; 99 

135 264-65 86 
1227-29 99 n 132 315-27 90 
1264-84 99 n 127 1666-70 85 n 5 3 

Electra (El.) Phoenissae (Phoen.) 
98 n 122 852-57 93 

979 85 886-88 86 
954-59 93 

Hercules furens (Herc.fiir.) 
98 n 122 Troades (Tro.) 

822-73 100 n 1 3 8 98 n 122 
858-74 99 453-54 86 n 63; 92 
863 79 457 86 n 6 2 
880-86 90 n 84 500 92 
930-35 99 940-42 86 
990 99 
1035-38 104 n 166 Galen 
1144 99 n 133 De simplicium medicamentorum 

temperamentis ac facultatibus (fac. 
Hippolytus (Hipp.) med) 

98 n 122 6.68 6 n 13 
141-50 79 
236-38 105 Herodotus 
478-79 115-16 Historiae 
507-15 115-16 1.43 109 n 190 

1.60 87 n 6 9 
Iphigeneia Aulidensis (Iph. Aul.) 1.63 92 n 9 0 
878 85 1.95 90 n 8 2 

2.160 87 n 69 
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3.25 101 n 1 4 0 Hippocrates 
3.26 101 n 1 4 1 Aphorismi (Aph.) 
3.28-30 101 n 146 8.18 163 n 2 3 6 
3.29 100 n 1 3 9 ; 1 0 1 

n 142 De arte 
3.30 101 nn. 145, 147 3 4 n 8 
3.33 101 nn. 149, 150 8 4 n 8 
3.34 101 n 148 
3.34-38 101 n 144 De diaeta 
3.37 101 n 143 4 4 n 9 
3.38 101 n 145 
3.145 100 n 139 De diaeta in mortis acutis 
4.79 80 n 2 0 
4.187 106 n 172 De insomniis (= De diaeta Book 4) 
5.42 101 90 4 n 9 
5.49 87 n 69 
5.78 87 n 69 De morbo s aero (Morb. sacr.) 
5.91 87 n 6 9 6 n 13; 31 n 59; 
6.11-12 87 n 69 96-97; 104-7; 120 
6.43 87 n 69 n 4 
6.75 102 nn. 152-154, 2 97 

157 3 96-97 nn. 112, 113 
6.84 102 nn. 155, 156 4 97 n 9 7 ; 104 n 167 
7.135 87 n 6 9 5 107* 
7.143 92 n 89 5.8 105 n 169 
7.189 134 n 1 1 3 6-10 105 
8.80 87 n 69 10 105; 107 
8.110 87 n 6 9 11 106 nn. 173, 175 
8.124 87 n 69 11.1-3 106 n 176 
9.7 87 12.11-13 106 n 176 
9.33-42 91 n 88 14 4 n 8; 106 n 175 
9.34 102 n 1 5 9 14.1-11 106 n 173 
9.35 91 n 88 14.1-27 106 n 174 
9.41 92 n 88 15.8-14 106 n 173 

17 105 nn. 170, 171 
Hesiod 18 106 n 177 
Fragmenta (Fr.) 21 4 n 8; 96-97; 106 
131 80 n 2 0 ; 103 n 161 nn. 175, 178; 107 

n 185 
Opera et dies (Op.) 
121-28 80-81 De virginum morbis (Virg.) 
287-92 196 n 73 82 

Hesychius Decorum 
E 5 187 n 44 
123 line 2 95 n 105 6 4 n 9 
1774 line 1 95 n 105 
3307 line 1 95 n 105 Epidemiae (Epid.) 

5.63 95 
5.63.7 150 n 187 
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Jusjurandum (Oath) 
4 n 9 

Prognosticon (Progn.) 
1 22 n 13 

Hipponax 
frag. 10 
frag. 153 

Homer 
Ilias (//.) 
1.222 
2.718-25 
3.420 

Odyssea (Od.) 
3.27 

Hyginus 
Fabulae (Fab.) 
132 

114 n 213 
114 n 213 

80 
96 n 110 
80 

80 n23 

80 n 19 

Hyperides 
Against Demades for Illegal Proposals 
( K a r a Arinctôou 7rapavd(icov) 
frag. 19.5 88 n 74 

Inscriptions (Greek) 
—Cyrene lex sacra (= LSSupp. 115; SEG 
9.72) 

A. 1-3 
A.9 
A.17 
A.22-24 
B.28-59 
B.29-39 
B.32 
B.34 
B.40—49 
B.44-45 
B.50-59 

111-14 
111 

112 n208 
112 n208 
112 n203 
111 

111 n 202 
112 n203 
112 n203 
112 n204 
112 n206 
112 n207 

—Selinous lex sacra 

A 
B 
B.l 
B.7-9 

110-13 
110 
110 
110 n 199 
110 n 199 

—Supplementum epigraphicum Graecum 
(SEG) 
8.574 
9.72 
26.1717 

Isidorus 
Origenes (Orig.) 
4.7.6 

Isocrates 
Areopagiticus 
73 

115 n 214 
111 n 200 
115 n214 

84 n 4 8 

89 

Leges sacratae (see Inscriptions [Greek]) 

Lucian 
Alexander (Alex.) 
5 
60 

De luctu (Luct.) 
24 

8 n 20 
8 n 19 

81 n 26 

Philopseudes (Philops.) 
9-11 
16 
16-17 
17 
22 
24 
31 

Lycurgus 
In Leocratem 
92 

8 
76 n 4; 91 n 85 
8 nn.19, 23 
8; 9 
91 n 85 
8 n 25 
8; 76 n 4 

100 n 137 

—Inscriptiones Graecae (IG) 
IG 42.1, no. 121-22 108 n 187 

—Lois sacrées des cités grecques: 
Supplément (LSSupp.) 
115 111 n 200 

Lysias 
Areopagiticus 
1 

In Andocidem 
53 

88 n 7 4 

88 n 74; 89 
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Marcus Aurelius Antoninus 
Ad se ipsum 
1.6 7 
3.6.2 163 n 236 

Oracles of Hystaspes 
33 n63; 44 n 108 

Ovid 
Ibis {lb.) 
467-68 113 n209 

Metamorphoses (Met.) 
2.641 79 n 14 
15.322-28 103 n 164 

Papyri graecae magicae (PGM) (see also 
Magical Papyri [Christian]) 

70 n98; 116-17; 
169; 178; 181-82 

3.263-75 181 n 28 
3.419 178 n 23 
4.86-87 9 n 28; 116 

nn. 218, 220 
4.336-406 115 n214 
4.1227-64 9 n 28; 116 

nn. 219, 220 
4.1231-34 183 n31 
4.3037—45 120 n 4 
4.3007-86 9 n 28; 116 

nn. 219, 220; 136 
n 120 

5.96-172 9 n 28; 116 
nn. 219, 220 

7.260-71 77 n 7 
7.429-58 9 n 28; 116 

nn. 219, 220 
7.579-90 9 n 28; 116 

nn. 218, 220 
12.190-92 178 n 23 
12.270-350 9 n 28; 116 

nn. 218, 220 
13.1-343 9 n 28; 116 

nn. 219, 220 
13.242-44 9 n 28; 116 n 220 
13.289 178 n 23 
22.b.35 130 n 76 
35.15 130 n 76 
58.1-16 115 n214 
94.17-21 9 n 28; 116 

nn. 219, 220 
100.1-7 178 n 23 
114.1-14 9 n 28; 116 n 220 
117 116 n 217 
123.50 178 n 23 
128.1-11 178 n 23 

Pausanias 
Graeciae descriptio 
1.28.6 78 n 8 
2.11.4 78 n 8 
8.18.7 103 n 164 

Philochorus 
De divinatione 
3 (frag. 192) 94 n 103 

Philostratus 
Epistulae (fip.) 
18 6 n 14; 109 n 189 

Vita Apollonii (Vit. Apoll.) 
2 n 3; 169; 186-89 

1.2 8 nn. 20, 26; 
188-89 

3.18 187 n 44 
3.29 187 n 44 
3.34 187 n 47 
3.38 8 n 26; 76 n 4 
3.38-39 187 n 45 
3.40 187 n 46 
3.44 22 n 13 
4.10 187 n 49 
4.20 76 n 4; 188 n 51 
4.25 187 n 50 
5.2 187 n 48 
7.11 186 n 42 
8.6 187 n 44 
8.7.14 187 n44 

Plato 
Leges (Lg.) 
10 44 n 108 
10.907D-909D 94 

Phaedo 
62.6 205 n 101 

Phaedrus (Phdr.) 
244A-245A 91 
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Politeia 369D-F 44 n 108 
160 n229 361C 82 n29 

370C 84 n 51 
Respublica (Resp. ) 
364C 116 n218 Dion 
589A 160 n229 55 91 n 85 

Sophist a (Soph.) De E apud Delphos (E Delph.) 
252C 93 390E 81 n 27 
252D 94 

Quaestiones convivales (Quaest. conv.) 
Symposium (Symp.) 693E-F 114 n 213 
202D-203A 82 

Porphyry 
Timaeus (Tim.) Contra Christianos 

82-84 174 n 15 
31B-32C 83 n37 
34B 83 n38 De philosophia ex oraculis 
39E-40A 83 n42 174 n 15 
40B-E 83 n36 
41B-D 83 n41 Seneca 
41D-42D 83 nn. 39, 40 Epistulae (Ep.) 
69B-71D 83 n43 31.11 163 n236 
70D-72B 84; 94 
71D-72B 91 n 87; 148 n 181 Servius 
86A-E 102 n158 In Vergilium commentarius 
90A 82-83 3.57 114 n 213 
90C 83 n45 

Sophocles 
Pliny Aechmalotides 
Historia naturalis (Hist, nat.) frag. 59 93 n 94; 95 n 105 
20-32 7 n 15 
24.156 8 n 26 Ajax 
25.13 8 n 26 59-60 98 n 121 
30.8-9 8 n 26 182-85 98 

611 98 n 121 
Plutarch 
De defectu oraculorum (Def. orac.) Alcmeon 
414E 94; 150 n 187 98 
414F 84 n 51 
414F—415B 170 n 5 Antigone (Ant.) 
414F-415I 81 n 27 790 78 
416D 84 n 50 955-65 78-79 
419A 82 nn. 31, 33 

Athamas 1 
De genio Socratis (Gen. Socra.) 98 
593C-D 91 n 87 

Athamas 2 
De Iside et Osiride (Is. et Os.) 98 
369A-370C 44 n 109 
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Fragmenta (Fr.) 
#941 79 

Odysseus furens 
98 

Oedipus Coloneus (Oed. Col.) 
788 86 n 57 
1389-92 78 

Oedipus Tyrannus (Oed Tyr.) 
1297-1330 98 

Digest a (Dig.) 
50.13.1.1-3 7 
50.13.1.3 132 n 92 

Vergil 
Aeneis (Aen.) 

6.46-48 79 n 14 

Xenophon 
Memorabilia (Mem.) 
2 39 n 90 
2.1 196 n 73 

Phaedra 
frag. 684 

Philoctetes (Phil.) 
191-200 

676-722 
758-59 

Trachiniae (Track) 
568-87 
672-722 
1024-30 
1051-52 
1053-89 
1138—42 
1235 

Statius 
Thebais (Theb.) 
4.542 

11. Persian Literature 
78; 79 n 12 

96 n 110; 100 
n 138 
100n138 
95-96 

96 n 110 
96 n 110 
96 
96 n 110 
96 
96 n 110 
86 n57 

79 n 14 

Thucydides 
De belle peloponnesiace 

87 
1.21 90 n 82 
1.22 87 n 72 
3.59 87 nn. 70, 72 
4.57 87 
8.69 87 n 69 

Timaeus Locrus 
109 n 190 

Ulpian 
De omnibus tribunalibus 
8 7 

Avesta 

—Gathas 

—Vendidad 

2.29 
3.14 
7.44 
8.21 
9.12-13 
10 
10.1-3 
10.4-16 
22.2 

—Yasht 

1.6 
I.19 
5.13 
5.22 
5.26 
10.8 
10.34 
10.97 
II.15 
13.90 
14.62 
17.25 
19.76 
19.80-81 
57.10.25 

33-34; 41 

32; 34-41 

34; 39-43 
39 
39-40 
41 n 99 
42 
41 n 99 
41 n 99 
41-42 
42 
39 

34; 42-43 
43 nn. 104, 106 
43 
43 n 104 
43 n 104 
43 n 104 
45 n 111 
43 n 104 
45 n 111 
45 n 111 
42 n 101 
43 n 104 
42; 43 n 106 
43 n 104 
43 
45 n 111 
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—Y asna Fravarane 
38 36 

12.4-5 36 n 76 
28.7 33 n 6 3 Washing of the Nine Nights (Barashnom-
29.1 37 n 83 i no shaba) 
29.2 40 n 97; 45 n 111 41 n 99 
30.2 34 n 6 8 
30.2-5 37 nn. 81, 83 12. Semit ic Texts and Inscript ions 
30.2-6 35-36 
30.3 34 n 6 8 The Prayer of the Righteous Sufferer 
30.6 40 n 97; 45 n 111 (Ludlul Bel Nemeqi) 
31.6-7 38 n 86 1.52 31 n 58 
31.20 34 n 68 2.6-7 31 n 58 
32.2-5 39 n 88 
32.16 41 n 98 Maqlû 
33.1 34 n 68 19-20; 28--29; 136 
33.5 39 n 90 
33.12 38 Parpola, ed. Letters from Assyrian and 
33.14 37 n 84 Babylonian Scholars 
43.3 39 n 9 0 #274 29 n 4 9 
43.5 34 n 6 8 
43.7-9 38 #315 30-31 
43.14 41 n 98 
44.3-7 37 n 80 Surpu 
44.14 41 n 98 

Surpu 
19-26; 28-29; 64; 

45.1-2 37 n 83 72; 136 
45.2 36 n 75 2.1-2 25 n 30 
46.10-11 34 n 6 8 2.5-128 23 
46.14 33 n 6 3 2.34 23 n 16 
48.2-4 40 n 9 5 2.68 23 n 16 
48.4 34 n 68 2.129-192 23 
48.12 40 nn. 96, 97; 41 2.134 25 

n 98; 45 n 111 3-8 25 n 3 5 
49.3 34 n68 ; 41 n 98 4.1 25 
49.4-5 38-39 4.14 25 n 31 
50.6-7 39 n 9 0 4.16 25 n 3 1 
51.7 37 n 80 4.37 25 n 3 1 
51.9 34 n 68 4.39 25 n 3 1 
51.10 37 n 81 4.41 25 n 3 1 
51.13 36; 39 n 9 0 4.73 25 n 3 1 
51.13-15 34 n 68 4.83-86 25 n 3 1 
51.16 33 n 6 3 4.90 25 n 3 0 
53.2 33 n 6 3 4.93 25 n 3 1 
53.9 41 n 98 4.100 25 n 3 0 

4.102 25 n 30 
Greater Bundahishn 4.107 25 n 3 0 

33 n 67; 34 5-6.1-16 23-24 
5-6.36-37 24 

Indian Bundahishn 5-6.38-39 24 
37 n 6 7 5-6.42-44 24 
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5-6 .89 23 n 15 3.6 27 n 4 2 
7.5 -6 25 3.20 27 n 4 2 
7.15-34 24 3.192-97 27 
7.58-59 24 3.220-25 27 n 4 3 
7.67-70 24 4 26 
7.71-72 24 5.377-78 26 
7.73-75 24-25 5.430-32 26 
7.76-79 25 6.567-72a 27-28 

7.669-74 32 n 6 1 
Udug-hul 8.867-70 27 

19-20; 25-29; 32; 8.873-75 28 
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Abusch T 

Achtemeier PJ 
Alderink LJ 
Alexander WM 
Altaner B 
Arnold CE 
Anne DE 
Ayân Calvo JJ 
Barrett-Lennard RJS 

Bauer W 
Bauernfeind O 
Beckman G 
Benveniste E 

Betz HD 

Böcher O 

Bourguignon E 
Boyce M 

Bradshaw PF 
Braumann G 
Bréhier L 

28 nn.46, 47, 48; 
29 
122 n 21 
159 n220 
120 n5 ; 135 n 114 
198 n 78 
159n220 
147 n177 
197 nn. 76, 78 
3 n 7; 10 n 30; 11 
n 32; 12n34 ; 16 
n 46; 125 n 53; 
127 n66; 136 
n 116; 175 n 17; 
178 n23 ;184 
n 36; 193 n 61; 
216 nn. 130, 131; 
218 n135 
213 n 123 
120 n 4 
20 n 3 
33 n64; 35 n 71; 
44 nn. 108, 109 
70 n 98; 77 n 7; 
116 n 217; 129 
n 75; 130 n 76; 
156 n212; 158 
n 216; 159 n 220; 
160 n229 
120 n 5; 160 
n 224; 210 n 119; 
218 n136 
I n 2; 147 n 177 
32 n 62; 33 nn. 63, 
64, 66; 34 nn. 69, 
70; 35 n 74; 37 
n 84; 40 n 97; 44 
nn. 108, 110; 45 
n 111 
II n32; 212 n 122 
161 n 231 
134 n 102 

Bremmer JN 
Brenk FE 

Brock S 
Brown F 
Brown PRL 

Büchsei F 
Buck CD 
Bultmann R 

Burchard C 
Burkert W 

Cameron A 

Cecchelli C 
Charlesworth JH 
Christensen A 

Clifford RJ 
Cogan M 
Collins AY 

Collins JJ 

113 n 209 
8 n 19; 76-77; 80 
n 23; 82 nn. 33, 
34; 84 nn. 47, 49; 
91 n 85; 170 n 5; 
188 n 53 
198 n 79 
72 n 107 
180 n 26; 190 
n 56; 209 n 111; 
219 
158 n214 
111 n 200 
14 n38; 76 n 4; 
122 n 22; 215 
n 130 
61 n 59 
44 n 107; 45 
n 112; 79; 80 n23; 
81 nn. 25, 28; 82 
n 31, 35; 85 n 54; 
86 n 58; 111 
nn. 201, 203; 112 
n 204; 113 nn. 
209, 212; 160 
n 229; 165 n 245 
193 n 63; 194-95; 
215 n 128 
133 n 102 
60 nn. 49, 50 
33 n 64; 34 nn. 69, 
70; 35 n 73 
141 n132 
145 n 153 
113 n209; 129 
n 72; 150 n 186; 
159n220; 210 
n 119 
45 n 111; 56 n45; 
62 nn. 63, 67; 70 
nn. 99, 100; 71 
n 101; 72 n 103; 
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Conzelmann H 
Couliano IP 
Cross FM 
Crossan JD 
Darmesteter J 

Davies SL 
De Sanctis G 
Diels H 
Dietrich BC 
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Dodds ER 
Dölger FJ 

Draper JA 
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Dupont-Sommer A 

Eddy SK 
Edelstein EJ 
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Ferguson E 
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Foerster W 

Fraenkel E 
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Fridrichsen A 
Furlani G 
Gager JG 

Garcia Martinez F 
Garland R 
Garrett SR 

Garruci R 
Gaster M 
Gay lord HE 
Gebhard ER 

73 
163 n234 
207 n108 
72 n 103 
130 n 76 
39 n91; 40 n94; 
41 n 99; 45 n 110 
128 n70 ;130 n76 
111 n 203 
82 n 2 9 
78 n 8 
20 n 3 
11 n32 
76 n 1 
14-17; 169 n4 ; 
200 n 84; 210 
n 119 
200 n 87 
139 n127 
68 n92; 71 n 102; 
72 
45 n 112 
6 n 14; 108 n 186 
6 n 14; 108 n 186 
120 n 5; 129-30; 
157 n213 
120 n 5 
115 n214; 116 
n 218 
120 n 5; 178 n 22 
56 n 4 6 
55 n 44; 142 
n 137; 150 n 187 
85 n55 
115 n214 
169 n 1; 174 
nn. 13, 14; 219 
n 142 
179 n 24 
72 n 105 
5 n 11; 9 n 28; 115 
n 215; 116 n218 
65 n 76; 72 n 106 
6 n 14 
129 n 71; 151 
n 189; 179 n 24 
133 n 102 
182 n 30 
61 n 53 
176 n 18 

Geller MJ 
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Hutter M 

Hvalvik R 
Insler S 
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Janowski B 
Jewett R 
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23 n 15; 25 n 35; 
26 nn. 38, 39; 27 
n 40 
158 n 216 
198 n 78; 201 
n 89 
141 n 134 
5 n 11; 96 n 111; 
110 n 198; 116 
n 217; 179 n 24 
79 n 14; 173 
nn. 11, 12; 177 
n 19; 193 n 63 
145 n 153 
18 n 1; 21 n 9 
56 n 45 
72 n 103 
141 n 134 
211 n 120 
61 n 60 
45 n 112 
53 n 33 
162 n 233 
49 n 8 
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21 n 8 
3 n 6 
162 n233 
202 n 90 
7 n 17; 8 n 20 
130 n76 ;131 n 7 7 
60 n 5 1 
128 nn. 67, 69; 
162 n233 
113 n 209; 114 
n 213 
33 n 66; 44 n 108; 
45 n 112 
40 n 97; 45 n 111; 
49 n 8 
201 n 87 
35 n 72; 38 n 86 
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78 n 8; 90 n 83; 
109 n 190;110-11; 
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49 n 8 
162 n 234; 164 
n 237 
61 n 54 
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