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Synopsis. 

This book, originally a thesis submitted for a Ph.D. in Ancient History at 
Macquarie University in 1987, examines the hypothesis that the dispute 
between Paul and his converts in Corinth over inspired speech is best 
explained in terms of the pre-Christian religious experience of some of the 
Corinthians. That hypothesis suggests that Hellenistic enthusiastic religion 
involved its participants in experiences of inspired speech which closely 
resembled early Christian glossolalia and prophecy, either 
phenomenologically, conceptually, or both. It argues that some among the 
Corinthians brought with them from their pre-Christian background a view 
of the nature and status of inspired speech with which Paul found himself in 
conflict. The hypothesis is grounded, in the modern scholarly debate, in 
exegetical detail drawn largely from 1 Corinthians chapters 12-14 (and to a 
lesser extent the book of Acts), and in comparative studies in Hellenistic 
religion. 

It is my contention that the hypothesis is false. A close examination of the 
Hellenistic evidence presented by scholars for phenomena similar to early 
Christian glossolalia and prophecy produces no compelling parallels, either 
at the level of phenomena, or at the level of theological concepts. Those 
exegetical details which have been interpreted in the light of the hypothesis 
therefore require re-examination. 

Chapter 2 surveys the contributions of scholars to this hypothesis since 
the publication, in 1959, of the relevant articles in Kittel's Wörterbuch. In 
Chapters 3 and 4 the early Christian phenomenon of glossolalia is analysed 
in detail. In Chapters 5, 6 and 7 the evidence for proposed Hellenistic 
parallels is examined and found wanting. Chapter 7 then draws conclusions 
for the exegesis of 1 Corinthians 12-14. An appendix surveys some related 
Jewish evidence. 

Chapters 8 to 10 deal with early Christian prophecy. In Chapter 8 
questions of definition appropriate to the drawing of cross-cultural parallels 
are dealt with, and several recent scholarly contributions treated. Chapters 9 
and 10 are concerned with prophecy in Acts and the Letters of Paul, with 
particular emphasis on 1 Corinthians. Chapter 11 surveys prophecy and 
divination in the Hellenistic environment of the New Testament, and 
suggests several contrasts between Christian prophecy and prophecy in that 
Hellenistic world. A summary and conclusions follow. 
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Chapter 1 

Introduction 

This book began as a fairly straightforward attempt to investigate 
Hellenistic culture for phenomena that might be enlightening as parallels to 
New Testament prophecy and other forms of inspired speech within 
first-century Christianity. The original conception was suggested to me by 
the fact that, among the recent outpouring of scholarly research on early 
Christian prophecy, a great deal of attention had been paid to the Old 
Testament background. Relatively little attention had been given to the 
understanding of prophecy in first-century Judaism, and very little 
systematic work at all had been done (or so it seemed at first), on the 
relevant Hellenistic phenomena. This appeared to be so despite the fact that 
our single most explicit source of information about early Christian 
prophecy, 1 Corinthians chapters 12-14, comes from a predominantly 
Hellenistic environment where the particular problems in view appear to 
many to have a distinctly Hellenistic basis. 

This original conception has both grown and contracted. It has grown for 
one primary reason. As I set myself to master the views of the secondary 
authorities on the subject it rapidly became clear the most promising lines of 
inquiry all pointed in one general direction. They noted the odd variety of 
issues to which Paul addresses himself in 1 Corinthians, and tried to relate 
them, usually in combinations, to the Hellenistic culture of their 
environment. Taken together, these studies suggested that the issues of dress 
and deportment in 1 Corinthians ch. 10, and the not always carefully 
distinguished issues of charismatic outcry, glossolalia, prophecy and the 
teaching role of women in chs. 11-14 ought to be investigated as related 
issues. Though I have not been able to investigate all of these issues in the 
same depth, the above suggestion is one I have set out to put to the test. 

The conception has contracted as well. Reading the primary sources 
quickly showed me that the Hellenistic concept of "inspiration" was one that 
spread far beyond the boundaries of those matters related to early Christian 
prophecy and inspiration. The whole body of Greek poetry, for example, is 
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widely conceived of as being "inspired" in a sense closely related to the 
more strictly religious sense. I have therefore sought to limit my 
investigation to those forms of Hellenistic inspiration that have to do with 
strictly religious phenomena: primarily those to do with oracular practice, 
and "charismatic" and "enthusiastic" religion. Where this practice has been 
abandoned for a wider view, this has been noted in the text. There are, of 
course, other ways in which modern, ancient Hellenistic and New Testament 
conceptions of prophecy and inspiration fail to overlap or to mesh smoothly, 
but these need to be dealt with in detail. 

The second way in which the conception has contracted is that it has been 
necessary to limit the area of study within early Christianity. In his recent 
major contribution to the study of early Christian prophecy, David Aune has 
forcefully argued that the preoccupation of scholarship with the canonical 
evidence for prophecy, over against any other forms of evidence, has 
seriously distorted our understanding of the subject.1 I am in full agreement 
with him. Unfortunately the constraints placed on a thesis such as this mean 
that only a relatively small body of evidence can be meaningfully treated. 
Virtually all our explicit evidence as to the nature of early Christian 
prophecy in the first century is to be found in 1 Corinthians and the Acts of 
the Apostles. I have restricted the main thrust of my investigation to those 
sources, not because they are canonical, but because they are our earliest 
evidence. My conclusions, therefore, relate not to early Christian prophecy 
and inspired speech more widely, but to prophecy and inspired speech as 
they were conceived of by Paul and Luke. 

The greatest single weakness of most recent attempts to relate early 
Christian prophecy to its Hellenistic environment has been the willingness to 
collect "parallel" material almost indiscriminately from Greek sources 
ranging over more than eight hundred years - from classical Greek literature 
of the fifth and fourth centuries B.C. to writers like Iamblichus, and the 
Greek Magical Papyri of the third and fourth centuries A.D. This tendency is 
especially to be deplored when we consider that it appears to be a matter of 
consensus among scholars that between the middle of the first and the end of 
the second century A.D. several fairly basic changes occurred in beliefs 
related to our area of interest. Central to these changes was a widespread 
rise in the credibility of the miraculous, and an increasing fascination with 
occult and ecstatic phenomena, especially as evidence of divine powers or 

1 D E. Aune, Prophecy, pp. 13-16. 
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divine activity. This phenomenon has been described by Dannemann in the 
following words: 

As far as the educated and literary stratum of Greco-Roman culture is concerned, in the 
first century A.D. Plutarch and Seneca still confidently portray the divine sage Socrates, 
and his moral courage in the face of death, in order to dismiss attempts to authenticate 
figures as divine by their power to work miracles. But in the second century Lucian 
fights bitterly on several fronts trying to maintain this criterion; however, as the growth 
of the cults of such figures as Peregrinus and Alexander shows, he does not succeed. 
Philostratus and Porphyry give in; although still aware of the philosophical standards, 
they describe Apollonius and Pythagoras as both divine sages and miracle workers."2 

To extend the point, in the first century Philo positively plays down the 
miraculous element in his interpretative recasting of the Moses traditions of 
the Old Testament, in favour of the "philosopher-king" motif. In the early 
third century, however, Philostratus' "Life of Apollonius" interweaves the 
two threads of philosophy and magic in a way that would have been 
unthinkable in Philo's time.3 In other words, the credibility of the 
supernatural and the miraculous was on the increase over the period under 
discussion, and the New Testament material dates from the early stage of the 
development. It is true that we can know very little of attitudes at the 
popular level, as opposed to the educated level referred to above, from 
which the vast bulk of our evidence comes. The same development may not 
occur there. But insofar as evidence contemporary with the New Testament 
is available, it is most unwise to base an argument on parallels which date 

2 Ruth Dannemann, J.B.L., vol. 93, 1974, p. 130, in a review of D. L. Tiede, The 
Charismatic Figure as Miracle Worker. See also Ramsay MacMullen, Enemies of the 
Roman Order, Cambridge, Mass., 1966, p. 109, "The mind, in fact, from the second 
century on, comes under increasingly open, angry, and exasperated attack." See also p. 
I l l : "It is instructive to compare the philosopher of an Augustan painting . . ., a face 
and pose to remember, surely, but no more than a man, or to compare the 
self-comfortable ordinariness of Seneca's appearance . . . with the later fourth or fifth 
century bust of a philosopher . . . He is shown at the moment of gnosis, head tilted back, 
long locks flying, mouth slack. His eyes above all focus attention. They are enormous 
and visionary." "So much for the changing attitudes of the aristocracy over the first four 
centuries A.D. They were willing to grant the importance of portents in the first century, 
of oracles in the second, of apparitions in the third and later, though to put the matter so 
shortly and schematically is no doubt a little misleading . . ." (p. 120.) A similar position 
is taker) up by D.E. Aune, in "The Problem of the Genre of the Gospels", in Gospel 
Perspectives, vol. 2, ed. R.T. France and D. Wenham, Sheffield, 1981, p. 34, and H.W. 
Parke, The Oracles of Apollo in Asia Minor, London, 1985, p. 74, p. 82. 
3 For this issue generally see also Ramsay MacMullen, Paganism in the Roman Empire, 
New Haven, 1967, pp. 72fF. He also notes the important place of Apuleius' "Apology" in 
this on-going development. 
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from the later stages of the development. I have chosen, therefore, to begin 
my selection of material with writers working within a century of the main 
New Testament authors. They cover the period from about 50 B.C. to about 
150 A.D., and form the basis of my study. This period may reasonably be 
described as "the immediate environment" of the New Testament, though 
even across this relatively brief span, changes in attitude are notable. The 
ancient authors on whom I have especially concentrated are Diodorus 
Siculus, Dionysius of Halicarnassus, Philo, Josephus, Dio Chrysostom, and 
Plutarch (the Moralia). Together they form a substantial corpus of literature 
reflecting attitudes and beliefs in these centuries. 

Scholarly attention to the topic of early Christian prophecy and inspired 
speech has two major focusses. The first of these is on the phenomena 
themselves, as they are described, and as information about them may be 
inferred, from the various New Testament and other early Christian 
documents.4 The second is on the attempt to detect the literary remains of 
early Christian prophecy within those documents, and hence to trace the 
influence of prophecy and inspired speech on the theological growth of the 
early Christian movement.5 Though it ought to be clear that the first of these 
two endeavours is logically prior to the second, perhaps the bulk of 
scholarly research has been directed to the second. My interest, for the 
purposes of this study, however, is in the first. This study will be concerned 
to elucidate the phenomena of early Christian inspired speech, and the 
relationship between these and inspired-speech phenomena in the 
Graeco-Roman world. 

The range of evidence within the New Testament on the topic of early 
Christian prophecy is wide, indeed too wide to be properly dealt with in 
such a study as this. I have decided to concentrate on only two aspects 
within this topic. I will be concerned primarily with the reports of prophecy 

4 Works focussing on this aspect of the topic include, notably, J.D.G. Dunn, Jesus and 
the Spirit, London, 1975, for our purposes especially chapters 6-9, and D. Hill, 
Prophecy, esp. chapters 4-5. 
5 The two most notable works on this aspect of the topic of the past few years both 
came to print while this study was in progress. They are M.E. Boring, Sayings of the 
Risen Jesus: Christian Prophecy in the Synoptic Tradition, London, 1982, and D.E. 
Aune, Prophecy in Early Christianity and the Ancient Mediterranean World, Grand 
Rapids, 1983. Naturally, both these works include substantial contributions to the study 
of the phenomena of early Christian prophecy, but they are both concerned with these 
issues fiindamentally as a prelude to the task of detecting and isolating prophetic material 
preserved in other contexts. 
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and other inspired speech-forms from the Pauline correspondence and the 
Book of Acts, with a lesser interest in related phenomena drawn from Luke's 
Gospel. These two aspects have been selected because they constitute the 
most accessible body of explicit evidence about the topic. I am therefore 
concerned with prophecy within the early churches in the first fifty years or 
so of their existence. The self-understanding of Jesus as a prophet, the place 
of John the Baptist, and similar issues, will not be treated here. Nor, for 
other reasons, will the Revelation to John, or the Epistle to the Hebrews, 
though both of these have much to tell us about early Christian prophecy. 
The addition of these two bodies of source material would simply expand 
the project beyond the bounds of manageability. 

Over the last thirty years and more a consensus has arisen within the work 
of those scholars who have set out to examine the Hellenistic evidence for 
parallels to the New Testament phenomena. This consensus, broadly stated, 
is that the inspired speech phenomena that we find within the New 
Testament, and the terminology that is used to describe them, can be, in 
many respects, closely paralleled within the world of Hellenistic popular 
religion. These parallels, it is suggested, help us to solve several otherwise 
extremely difficult exegetical puzzles within the text of the New Testament 
itself. The main form that this general argument takes centres on 1 
Corinthians chapters 12-14, and suggests that in these chapters Paul sets out 
to correct ideas about the nature of glossolalia and prophecy that have their 
origins in the pre-Christian religious experience of the Corinthian 
congregation. 

As I worked through the literature on this matter I became more and more 
convinced, on exegetical grounds, that this consensus was basically correct. 
However, as I turned to the primary Hellenistic evidence I began to have 
doubts, and these grew as my reading continued. I have now become 
convinced that the consensus is based on only the flimsiest of evidence, and 
must be abandoned, at least in its present form. It is extremely difficult to 
parallel many of the features of early Christian enthusiasm at all within 
Hellenistic religion and culture. Some features are, so far as I have been able 
to determine, unique. Certainly the differences between the two groups of 
phenomena are greater than the similarities. I have tried at all times to avoid 
overstressing the differences, and to note when they have to do with wider 
concerns than the "prophetic" or "inspired" phenomena themselves. For 
example, the differing roles of "the prophet" within Hellenistic culture and 
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early Christianity seem to me to have far more to do with the differences 
between the wider structures of those different "cultures" than with the 
prophetic phenomena themselves. None the less, these two sets of 
phenomena themselves are fundamentally different, and ought not to be 
confused. 

1. A Note on the Evaluation of "Unique" Phenomena. 

As mentioned above, at several important points in this book, the claim 
will be made that certain phenomena or conceptions are unique in their 
historical context. Such claims are not as popular as they once were among 
Biblical scholars. In the heady days of the "Biblical Theology" movement 
the claim that such and such a feature of the Biblical tradition was "unique" 
was often seen to imply that the feature in question, whether it were a 
particular view of the nature of time or of the value of historical events, or 
the relationship between humanity and the divine, was therefore particularly 
important, and likely to be of abiding value for modern questions. 
"Uniquely" Biblical points of view were therefore to be defended against 
extra-Biblical parallels, and their "loss" in the inter-Testamental period 
under the onslaught of Hellenisation (or earlier, under the pervasive 
influence of Canaanite, Mesopotamian or Iranian ideas), was to be 
deplored.6 In some cases this defence was justifiable on historical grounds 
(though in others it smacked of theological polemic). But is it necessarily the 
case that the unique is the important or the characteristic? Or that "unique" 
features of a phenomenon should automatically be treated as its "defining" 
features? 

Scholars do not seem to be sure how to treat "unique" phenomena. For 
one thing, they are particularly vulnerable: they are the positive side of the 
"argument from silence", and a single clear counter-example refutes their 
claim. For another, the temptation to base interpretative judgements on them 
is strong, and the judgements may work either "for" or "against" the 
credibility of the phenomenon in question. As another example, we may cite 
the use of the "criterion of dissimilarity" in research into the question of the 

6 Samuel Sandmel, "Palestinian and Hellenistic Judaism and Christianity: The Question 
of the Comfortable Theory", H.U.C.A., vol. 50, 1979, pp. 137-148, is one who has been 
severely critical of such tendencies, and though I cannot agree with many of his 
examples, particularly those drawn from more recent research, his principal point seems 
to me to be well made. 
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reliability of the Gospel tradition.7 Put simply, the logical basis of this 
criterion is as follows: we can be more certain that a saying attributed to 
Jesus is actually from him if it contains ideas that are unique in their 
environment: that is, which cannot be found in first-century Judaism, or in 
the beliefs of the early churches. Put thus positively, the principle is 
unexceptionable. The unique becomes the (knowably) authentic. But the 
rigorous application of the method produces an unbalanced picture of the 
sayings of Jesus, which must of necessity emphasise his originality, and his 
lack of affinities with his environment. 

On the other hand, scholars can easily treat unique phenomena only so as 
to do away with them, or to treat them as aberrant. At the risk of prejudicing 
my own case, I offer the following example: Joseph Fontenrose and others 
clearly distinguish between the "mantic" or prophetic frenzy and 
Bacchanalian frenzy.8 Yet in two cases known to me it is claimed that 
Bacchants in their frenzy give prophecies. However, since one of these 
cases is the highly coloured account in Livy of the suppression of the 
"Bacchanalian Conspiracy", and the other uses the prophecies of the 
Maenads simply as proof that Dionysus shares attributes with other 
recognised gods, and since in neither case is the prophetic side of 
Bacchanalian frenzy developed in any detail at all, I feel myself free to 
argue, along the same lines as Fontenrose, that prophetic phenomena were 
not a significant aspect of Dionysiac experience.9 In other words, the rare or 
unique becomes the inauthentic or the unimportant. 

Too often the interpretation scholars have drawn from the claim that a 
phenomenon is unique has been based on personal bias rather than 

7 For a recent critique of the use of this criterion with particular reference to the 
question of isolating the sayings of Christian prophets in the Synoptic tradition see 
J.D.G. Dunn, "Prophetic 'I'-Sayings and the Jesus tradition: The importance of testing 
prophetic utterances within early Christianity", N.T.S., vol. 24, 1977-78, N.B. pp. 
197-198. 
8 J. Fontenrose, The Delphic Oracle, University of California Press, Berkeley, 1978, p. 
207; K. Latte, "The Coining of the Pythia", H. Th.R., vol. 33, 1940, pp. 9-18. 
9 For the full development of this case, see Chapter 6, "Glossolalia and the Cults of 
Dionysus and Cybele". A similar, though more clear-cut example is the one and only case 
known to me where the inspired speech of the Delphic prophetess is described as 
resembling another language. This case may be treated as exceptional and aberrant 
because it is so clearly treated as such by the ancient authors. See Herodotus 8.135, 
Plutarch, Mor. 412 a, Life of Aristides 19.1-2, Pausanias, 23.6. Again, for a full 
treatment of this case see Chapter 5, "Glossolalia and Hellenistic Inspiration: Delphic and 
Delian Apollo." 
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inferential logic. Let us recognise, then, that "unique" events or phenomena 
are, quite simply, unique. The importance of each case cannot be decided on 
that criterion alone. Each case will need to be judged carefully, with due 
regard for the limits of current knowledge (and in this study, the limits of the 
evidence being surveyed), and, most importantly, each case will have to be 
judged on its own particular merits. 

2. A Note on the Evaluation of Parallels. 

The enormous scholarly output of the "History of Religions School", 
which attempted to understand early Christianity within the broad context of 
the tradition of ancient religion, has often been criticised for its over-use of 
parallels drawn from a wide historical and cultural range.10 Yet few 
historians articulate the distinctions between the possible purposes of 
comparison, or what the proper way to use cross-cultural parallels might be. 
Of course the distinction between merely formal parallels and genetic 
parallels is usually observed,11 but direct or indirect borrowing, or common 
origins, are not the only relationships that can lead to parallels in cultural 
phenomena. 

The use of cultural parallels changes according to the question being 
asked by the historian. The historian who is inquiring about the links 
between early Christianity and its environment will use comparisons 
differently from the historian who is asking about the factors which 
distinguish it from that environment.12 It is our task to avoid the effects of 
this problem by asking: precisely how strong are the parallels between early 

10 See, for example, the comments of C.H. Dodd on the work of Reitzenstein: " . . . it 
depends on too many arbitrary assumptions. It is not too much to say that in 
Reitzenstein's later work much of ancient literature became one vast jig-saw puzzle, to be 
dissected and reassembled by methods which often had too little regard for the maxim 
that a chain is as strong as its weakest link." (The Interpretation of the Fourth Gospel, 
1953, p. 121, note 3.) 
11 Compare the judicious comments of B .M. Metzger, "Methodology in the Study of the 
Mystery Religions and Early Christianity", Historical and Literary Studies, Pagan, 
Jewish and Christian, Leiden, 1968, pp. 9-10. 
12 Gerd Theissen describes these two styles as "contrasting" and "analogizing" 
comparison, The Social Setting of Pauline Christianity, Edinburgh, 1982, p. 194. He 
emphasises that they are the opposing sides of the same comparative method, as no 
comparison can be exclusively "analogizing" (as that would indicate identity, not 
comparability) or exclusively "contrasting" (as that would exclude comparability 
altogether). 



The Evaluation of "Unique" Phenomena 9 

Christianity and its environment with regard to inspired speech? And if the 
parallels are strong, what do they mean? 

The next question, of necessity, is: what constitutes a strong parallel? In 
general the following points apply. In the study of cultural phenomena, one 
ought to study parallels not of isolated phenomena or concepts, but of 
complexes of phenomena or concepts.13 At the level of artefacts, for 
example, the fact that two tribes both use a particular style of working to 
sharpen stone may or may not be significant. It may, for example, be 
dependent purely on the physical properties of the best available stone. But 
if both tribes use this method of stone-working on only one particular type of 
tool, and always in association with another particular style of decoration, 
then the parallel is infinitely more likely to have cultural and historical 
significance. At the level of concepts rather than artefacts, we should look 
not merely for parallel terminology, but for parallel complexes of 
terminology, and even more importantly, for parallel complexes of ideas and 
phenomena related to this terminology. In our particular case a close parallel 
in terms of inspired speech would be not merely the use of the terms for 
"prophecy", but the fact of similar prophetic phenomena, recognisable to 
members of both cultures as similar, performing similar social functions, and 
perhaps even understood by way of similar conceptual frameworks. The 
more the features of the complex of concepts and phenomena we call 
"prophecy" are similar, the stronger the parallel. Naturally, the value of the 
parallel is also affected by its proximity to the New Testament phenomena in 
time and space. But granting that we have a parallel, the next question must 
be, what does the parallel mean? 

There at least three possibilities. Strong parallels can indicate that a 
custom or concept in two cultures has a common origin, or is borrowed by 
one from the other: these are genetic parallels. For very strong parallels, 
with, say, parallel phenomena, terminology and concepts, this is the most 
likely case. Alternatively, parallels can indicate common underlying 
patterns, otherwise obscure. Parallels in political organisation, for example, 
can be related to parallels in family organisation, obscured by differing 
terminology. In our case, parallels in inspired speech might be related to 
parallels at the religious level more generally. These parallels themselves 
would then need investigation. Finally, parallels could indicate independent 

13 Cf. D.E. Aune, Prophecy, p. 17: "What must be compared are not isolated features 
but features considered within their structural framework." 



10 Introduction 

responses to similar environmental factors, whether that environmental 
factor is a physical one (as in the hypothetical stone-working case above) or 
a cultural one. For example, the fact that different client states rebelling 
against the Romans tended to organise their armies according to the Roman 
model is not evidence of common origins. It is evidence of independent 
borrowing brought on by a common cultural environment, in which the 
success of Roman military methods was a clearly observable fact. 

What we need to ask, then, is: if we do find parallels, into which of these 
categories (if any) do they fall? Naturally, if our parallels are judged to have 
failed, this will not exclude the possibility that one of the above types of 
relationship existed. It will merely fail to provide evidence for it. 

In the survey that follows I have attempted to outline the development of 
scholarly views on the relationship between early Christian inspired speech 
and its suggested Hellenistic parallels. The aim of the survey is to show how 
various threads of evidence, some derived exegetically from the New 
Testament alone, others drawn directly from the Hellenistic context, have 
been combined to form a coherent hypothesis about the nature of early 
Christian inspired speech and, more particularly, about the dispute over 
inspired speech between St. Paul and his Corinthian converts. Though the 
major conclusions of my research are occasionally foreshadowed, I have 
made no attempt within the survey itself to interact with every detail of the 
cases presented. They are extensively treated in the chapters that follow. 
Issues that do require critical comment within the survey are dealt with 
immediately. 

3. Final Note. 

The portion of Chapter 5 that deals with the cult of Delphic Apollo has 
appeared in an earlier form in the journal Novum Testamentum, vol. 28, part 
3, 1986, pp. 257-270, under the title "Early Christian Inspired Speech and 
Hellenistic Popular Religion". 

In the later stages of the preparation of this thesis for presentation the 
major work of D.E. Aune, Prophecy in Early Christianity and the Ancient 
Mediterranean World, came to my attention. At this point chapters 3-7 were 
already in virtually final form. Naturally, however, so major a contribution to 
the scholarly discussion could not be ignored, and I have done my best to 
take account of Aune's views. However, the main lines of my own research 
were already clear to me, and Aune's work has not affected the overall 
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Diophanes, 30 

Discernment of spirits, 17, 24, 29, 
171, 258, 260, 265-9, 272-7 

- and women, 269 
Divination 
- as response to enquiry, 29 

- by dice, 301 
- technical as opposed to inspired, 

42, 54, 105, 201, 209-214, 280, 
288, 293,300, 302, 308,312 

- using mirrors, 302 
- using water, 302 
- varieties of, 301 
- within Christianity, 28 
Divine languages, 47, 53, 56-8, 64, 

71, 114-15, 151, 154-6, 159-60, 
164, 182-3: see also Angelic 
Languages, and Heavenly 
Languages. 

Dodona, 105, 196, 199, 207, 
212-14, 290, 298, 301: see also 
Oracles. 

Dream interpreters, 301 
Dreams and visions, 279, 302 
Drums, 129, 133-5, 140 

Echecrates, 299 
Ecstasy, 17, 35, 38-9, 48, 53, 55, 

107,109,124-6,146-7, 152,160, 
168-9, 208, 281-2 

- definitions of, 30, 48, 53-4, 
106-7, 146-7 

Ecstatic phenomena, 2, 16, 19, 22, 
26, 35, 39, 48, 126, 152, 160, 
168 

Ecstatic speech, 21-2, 40, 47-8, 
120,127, 152, 160 

Elitism, 16, 172-4, 260-4, 269, 277 
Engastrimythoi, 202, 295-7, 301 

Enthusiasmos, 31 
- Dionysiac, 17, 108, 134: see also 

Frenzy, Bacchanalian. 
Ephesia Grammata, 154-6 
Epimenides, 290 
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Epistle to Diognetus, 77 
Eschatology 
- Over-realised, 14 
Essenes, 230 
Eunus (Sicilian slave revolutionary) 

141-2, 239, 292,312 
Euoi (Dionysiac cry), 125, 128, 133, 

135 
Eurycles, 19, 295-7, see also 

Puthones and Engastrimythoi, 38 
Exorcism, 19 

False Prophets 
- in Hermas, 28-9,216 
- in the Didache, 29, 216 
Fire as supernatural sign, 135, 142 
Flutes, 135 
Frenzy, 126, 133,145 
- Bacchanalian, 7, 17, 34, 40-1, 

108-9, 126-8,132-4,162,178 
- Bacchanalian, types of, 127 
- Corybantic, 109,145-6 
- dancing as sign of, 128-9 
- mantic, 7, 21, 28, 36, 40-1, 107-9, 

131,137,158,168 

Glaukos, 285 
Glossolalia, 
- Ambrose on, 82 
- and apocalypticism, 45-6 
- and Delian Apollo, 119ff. 
- and Dionysiac cult, 17, 33-8, 41, 

130 
- and Gnosticism, 14, 156 
- and Montanism, 79, 152, 160-1 
- and Mystery Cults, 38, 97, 124 
- and oracles, 38-41, 107, 113-5 
- and prophecy, identification of, 

40, 124, 219, 222 

- and Qumran, 45 
- and ritual outcry, 124, 169 
- as communal experience, 47, 

52-3 
- as criterion of spiritual status, 

173-4,260 
- as initiatory experience, 47, 52-3, 

176, 246 
- as miracle of hearing, 119-23 
- as obscure archaic language, 60-1 
- as ongoing experience, 47, 53 
- as prayer and praise, 92-3, 

98-100, 120, 169, 222 
- as prophetic legitimation, 25, 37, 

41,97, 150, 162, 165 
- as sub-linguistic, 57, 59, 63, 68-9 
- at Pentecost, 47-53, 56, 68, 93, 

119, 155, 173,219-20, 246 
- cessation of, 85-6, 173 
- equivalence to prophecy when 

interpreted, 92, 95 
- functions of, 69, 91-2, 97-9, 173 
- "interpretation" of, 17-8, 47, 50, 

53, 58, 61, 65, 75, 79-80, 92, 95, 
97-101, 103, 106, 260 

- Irenaeus on, 789, 82,157 
- Proposed Jewish origins of, 12, 

15, 17, 20, 45, 47, 75 
- John Chrysostom on, 157 
- kinds of, 71, 82, 92, 99 
- Luke's interpretation of, 48-53, 

71,76, 93-5, 155 
- Luke and Paul on, 12, 19, 44, 47, 

52-3,56,71, 100, 155 
- Mark's Gospel and, 77 
- "mystery" content of, 90, 96, 98, 

100,238 
- Novatian on, 80 
- Pachomius and, 81 
- Paul's interpretation of, 19, 33, 

50, 53, 64, 95, 98, 100, 155 
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- Paul's preference of prophecy to, 
88, 95, 179, 180, 238, 260 

- post-apostolic evidence for, 18, 
76-7, 152 

- presumed ecstatic nature of, 17, 
21,24, 26-7, 39,41,56 

- proposed Jewish parallels for, 182 
- revelatory function of, 94-100, 

169 
- scarcity of post-apostolic 

evidence for, 77 
- "sign-value" of, 93-9, 172, 175-8, 

180 
- terminology, 22, 34, 38, 40, 44-6, 

72 
- Tertullian on, 79 
Gnosticism, 14, 22, 29, 37, 40, 151, 

156-9,164, 169, 185 
Gongs, 20, 38-9, 42, 63, 135 
- Dodonite, 64 
"Greek ecstatic model of prophecy", 

36, 37, 152,211 
Greek Magical Papyri, 2, 37, 40, 

151,153,158,159, 164 

Hairstyles, 34, 276 
- disarrayed, 34, 128-9, 133-7, 142, 

149 
- shorn, 34 
Haruspex, 280 
Headship, 272, 274 
Heavenly languages, 47, 53, 56, 57, 

61-2, 71, 115, 151-54, 159-60, 
182-3, 186 

- as praise to God, 154 
see also Angelic Languages and Divine 

Languages 
Hermas, 77, 242, 247, 249, 264, 289 
Hermes Trismegistos, 306 
Herophile, 291 

Hesychius, 297 
Holy Spirit, 17-8, 24-6, 29-30, 47, 

51-2, 71, 77-82, 90, 92, 96, 
143-4, 171-3, 189, 195, 219, 221, 
233, 245-6, 252-3, 264 

- 'angel of the prophetic spirit' in 
Hermas, 30 

- as Spirit of Prophecy, 253, 258, 
262, 264 

Ignatius of Antioch, 77 
Inarticulate sound or speech, 162-7 
Incubation, 302 
Inspiration, 1, 18, 52, 122, 145, 

157,169, 228 
- causes of, 28,146 
- diminished responsibility result-

ing from, 141 
- musical metaphors for, 108, 114 
- physical signs of, 17, 25, 108-9, 

126-7, 132-146, 169, 209, 281 
- terminology of, 30 
- theories of, 308 
- types of, 25-6, 136,141 
"Inspiration manticism", 103-6, 288 

-298,300: see also Prophecy, 
Graeco-Roman 

Interpretation, 38, 79-80, 92-101, 
103, 110, 159, 161, 166-7, 171, 
208-9, 260 

- nature of, 18, 60, 65-6, 68, 70, 
100 

- of oracles or omens, 104-7, 201, 
208 

- terminology of, 70-1,103-6 
Invocation, 37, 147, 159, 162, 

168-9 
Itinerants, 31-2, 192, 214-6, 241-4 
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Job, 183 
John the Lydian, 301 
Judas, 243 

Languages 
- angelic, 40: see also Heavenly, 

Divine and Angelic languages. 

Maenads, 34, 127, 129 
Mania, 105,198,212 
- prophetic, 36, 40, 107, 124, 149, 

212 
- telestic, 36 
Manteis 
- lists of, 301 
Mantis, 17, 36, 196, 208, 211, 232 
Marcius, 290 
Marcus Gnosticus, 156-7 
Marius, 292 
Melito of Sardis, 247 
Men and women 
- segregation of, 270 
Menippus, 164 
"Mephitic" vapours, 282 
Miletus, 309: see also Didyma, and 

Oracles, Didyma. 
Montanism, 22, 29, 33, 79, 152, 

160-1, 168-9, 184-5,247-8 
Moses, 301 
Mystery Cults, 34-9, 63, 124-5, 156, 

159 

Necromancers, 301 
Nevius, 293 
Nigidius Figulus, 301 
Notion, 303 
Nymphs, 206 

Occult, changes in attitudes to, 2 
Oracles, 30, 36, 162-3, 202 
- Abonouteichos, 216 
- Ammon, 197, 298 
- Amphiaraus, 290,298 
- Amphicleia, 210 
- Amphilochus, 290 
- and cult inquiries, 284 
- and moral issues, 284 
- changing functions of, 300, 309, 

311 
- Claros, 117-8, 194, 290, 298, 303 
- conditional, 286, 287 
- daimons responsible for, 156 
- declarations of Asylia, 309, 311 
- Didyma, 112, 117-8, 154, 203, 

207,284,290, 298, 303 
- Dodona, 105, 196, 199, 207, 

212-4, 290, 298, 301 
- Egyptian, 200, 310 
- Epicurean attitude to, 204 
- Hierapolis, 201 
- Mopsus, 290 
- of Dionysus, 128, 295 
- of the dead, 280 
- Patara, 290, 298 
- personnel of, 30, 38-9, 103, 107, 

109, 111, 117, 123, 192, 195-9, 
202-3, 207, 216 

- Plato on, 17, 21, 33, 40, 104-5, 
123, 197,209,212 

- presumed obscurity of, 21, 
107-17, 160, 166, 169 

- Ptoan Apollo, 21, 112, 116, 213, 
290 

- Tegyrae, 113,290 
- Thracian, 128 
- Trophonius, 117, 298, 302 
Orpheus, 232 
Over-realised Eschatology, 14 
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Patara, 290, 298 
Pentecost, 12, 33, 47, 48, 50, 52, 

173, 181, 219,220,222,246,252 
- glossolalia at, 53, 56, 68, 71, 155, 

173,219, 220, 222, 246 
- Luke's account of, 56, 72, 76, 92, 

95, 119, 173,252 
Peregrinus Proteus, 3, 29-32, 215, 

216,247 
Perfection, 78, 85-90 
- eschatological, 173 

see also under to teleion etc. 
Phaennis, 291, 292 
Pharae, 302 
Pharisees, 230 
Poietes 
- oracular official at Didyma, 203 
Polycarp of Smyrna, 77, 247 
Posidonius, 301 
Posidonius of Didyma, 306, 307 
Possession, 18, 28, 55, 109, 113, 

127,209 
Possession trance, 37,41, 55,209 

Priests 
- as functionaries at oracles, 30, 38, 

107,111,117,203,207-10 
Prophecy 
- and miracle, 313 
- anthropological models of, 238, 

241,312 
- as focus of research, rather than 

prophets, 190, 246, 279 
- cessation of within Judaism, 289 
- definitions of, 189, 191, 218-9, 

279 
- functional definition of, 189-91 
- in first century Judaism, 252-3, 

262 

- in Josephus, 253 
- in Philo, 262 
- intertestamental, 230 
- near-cessation of in the 

Graeco-Roman world, 289-300, 
309 

- office and function, 190-1 
- Old Testament, 51, 223-4, 230, 

312 
- Philo on, 143-4 
- Prophecy, Christian, 
- and dreams and visions, 220, 

249,279 
- and Glossolalia, 237-8 
- and mysteries, 233 
- and preaching/teaching, 225-9, 

236 
- and revelation, 225-8, 236-7 
- and the kerygma, 226-9, 236-7 
- and Wisdom, 262 
- and women, 269 
- as charismatic exegesis, 225-36, 

255 
- as paraklesis, 235 
- as personal insight, 222, 313 
- as "sign for believers", 177-81, 

228 
- congregational nature of, 218, 

242-69 
- decline of, 247,250 
- definitions of, 224 
- evaluation of, 171, 218, 225, 

260-76 
- functions of, 237-9 
- historical extent of, 218, 247-9 
- in Hermas, 264 
- in Matthew, 242 
- itinerants?, 241-4 
- literary remnants of, 41-2, 232-40 
- local, 242-7 
- Luke's view of, 51-2, 218-22, 
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233,252-3,314 
- normal location of, 218, 227-8, 

241-2, 246-7 
- office and function, 228, 251-2, 

258,263-4, 268,270 
- Paul's view of, 218-24, 233, 237, 

252-3,314 
- predictive?, 220-9, 236,249, 287 
- public nature of, 220, 236 
- social functions of, 238-41 
- sponaneity of, 219, 236 
- spontaneity of, 18, 42, 229, 281, 

282-3, 289, 304, 307 
- suggested Jewish origins of, 36-7 
- Tertullian on, 79 
- types of, 241, 242 
- verbal nature of, 220, 236, 249 
Prophecy, Graeco-Roman 
- as feature of Dionysiac cult, 7, 

128,136,147 
- as interpretation of pre-existent 

oracles, 230-1 
- changing functions of, 300, 308, 

311 
- conditional oracles, 286-7 
- institutional forms of, 288, 303-4 
- obscure, not unintelligible, 113, 

115, 131,168 
- presumed ecstatic nature of, 21, 

27, 30-1,38, 281-2 
- presumed moral neutrality of, 

28-6 
- presumed necessity for 

interpretation, 21, 28, 38, 106 
- presumed predictive orientation, 

28, 128, 139-45, 281-6 
- presumed unintelligibility of, 

21-2, 28,31,37-41,61, 103, 107, 
109, 115, 117, 137-9, 150, 158, 
168 

- rarity of inspiration-manticism, 
288-300 

- response oracles and spontaneous 
oracles, 289, 304-8 

- social functions of, 308, 311 
- spontaneity of, 206 
- verse form of, 103, 110, 111, 

117,118, 138, 168 
Propheteia 
- Christian usage of term, 189-91 
- Egyptian usage of, 190 
- epigraphic usages of term, 

189-90,194, 202 
- Graeco-Roman usage of term, 

189-91,211 
Prophetes, 16,17, 31 
- and Mantis, 39, 106, 192-9, 

208-13 
- Apollo his own, 205 
- as Egyptian priestly title, 193-4, 

200-2,208 
- as term for ecstatic prophets, 

192-9,208-14 
- as term for itinerants, 192, 214-6, 

242-4 
- at Delphi, duties of, 103, 109-12, 

208 
- at Didyma, duties of, 205-6 
- costume of, 205 
- Delphic, 103-11, 192, 199, 207, 

208 
- Didyma, 190, 203-8 
- Dodona, 207 
- early Christian usage of, 195 
- Herodotus on, 196 
- metaphorical usage of, 193, 195, 

199 
- of Ammon in Libya, 199 
- of Zeus Arion, 195 
- papyrological usage of, 193, 202 



376 Index of Ancient Sources 

- Plato on, 197, 198 
- Septuagint usage of, 193, 201 
Prophetis,. 30 
- at Didyma, 206-7 
- Delphic, 194-8, 212 
- other, 206 
Propriety 
- social standards of, 34 
Publicius, 290 
Pythagoras, 3, 31,215 
Pythia (Delphic priestess), 7, 17-9, 

41, 60, 61, 103, 104, 107, 108, 
109, 110, 111, 115, 117, 136, 
137, 192, 199, 207, 212-3, 283 
seduction of, 299 

Python, 38 
- and Apollo, 38 
Pythones, 38, 295-7, 301 

Quadratus, 247 
Qumran, 45-6, 59,186,230 

Rhetorical questions in Paul 
- criteria for detecting, 177 
Ritual outcry, 124, 127-135, 151, 

168-9 

Sabbe (legendary prophetess), 291 
Septuagint, 45-6,193,201 
Sibyl (legendary prophetess), 17, 45, 

132, 137, 209, 212, 231, 232, 
290, 303 

Sibylline Books, 280, 299, 301 
Signs and wonders, 26,177 
Silas, 243 
Silence of women, 269 
Socrates, 3, 290 
- his daimon, 155 

Sophia 
- speculation about, 14, 262 
Spontaneity 
- characteristic of glossolalia, 154, 

169 
- as opposed to ritual, 154, 159, 

169 
- as test of true prophecy, 29 
Spontaneous oracles, 206 
Submission of women, 271, 272, 

273 

Tegyrae, 290 
Theios Aner, 29 
Therapeutae, 185 
Tongues of fire, 135 
Transvestitism, 34 

Ulpius Athenagoras, 306 
Unique Phenomena 
- problems with, 6 

Varro, 301 
Vision trance, 37, 55 
Vocae Magicae, 153, 158 

Women 
- and chattering, 271 
- and discernment, 272,273 
- as prophets, 79, 269, 270, 273, 

276,277 
- asking questions during the 

meeting, 272, 273, 274, 275, 276 
- education of, 277 
- segregation of, 270 
- silence of, 35, 269-75 
- submission of, 35, 271-6 
Word of knowledge, 23,220 
- equated with word of wisdom, 24 
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Word of wisdom, 23,24,220 
Xenoglossy, 31, 48, 50, 53, 56, 57, 

63, 64, 68-9, 72, 99, 100, 114, 
116,129,155,157 

- as miracle of hearing, 119-123, 
- Graeco-Roman, 116, 150 

Zealots, 230 
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