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Chapter 1: Introduction 

Chapter 1 

Introduction 

1. Regression in Galatians 
1. Regression in Galatians 

Paul’s letter to the Galatians prickles with restless concern. Jewish Christian 
Influencers are teaching his Gentile readers that faith in Christ requires thor-
oughgoing identification with the Jewish people and their religious customs. If 
they capitulate – in Paul’s mind at least – a return to the norms of their pagan 
past will necessarily follow.  

In what sense could this possibly be true? Is Judaism now equivalent to pa-
gan worship in Paul’s mind? And if not, why does he oppose the Galatians’ 
openness to Jewish calendrical commitments and dietary restrictions and even 
to circumcision with such passion? Why not rather welcome these things as 
encouraging signs of commitment? In the ancient world, conversion to Judaism 
involved a radical reconstitution of ethnic identity – “abandoning,” as Philo 
has it, “kinsfolk,… country,… customs,… temples and… gods” (Virtues 102). 
So why does Paul describe it in Galatians using the language of regression? 

Gal 4.8–11, with its extraordinary concentration of regressive terminology, 
stands at the centre of this interpretative enigma: 

Formerly, when you did not know God, you were enslaved to beings that by nature are not 
gods. Now, however, that you have come to know God, or rather to be known by God, how 
can you turn back again to the weak and beggarly στοιχεῖα?1 How can you want to be 
enslaved to them again? You are observing special days, and months, and seasons, and years. 
I am afraid that my work for you may have been wasted. 

The interest in “days, and months, and seasons, and years” to which Paul al-
ludes in these verses has been triggered, we assume, by the ministry of the 
Jewish Christian Influencers at work among his readers. The reference to “be-
ings that by nature are not gods,” however, clearly signals the simultaneous 
relevance of their past pagan commitments to the present crisis. In some sense, 
accepting Jewish Law is reanimating that past – even to the point where their 
knowledge of God is in doubt. Paul’s use of the verb ἐπιστρέφω (Gal 4.9) 
powerfully captures the sense of returning to a past state. For the Galatians, in 
Paul’s opinion, Jewish Law traced the path back to slavery. 

                                                        
1 Paul’s use of the notoriously fluid term στοιχεῖα in Galatians will be analysed in detail 

in Chapter 4. Until that point in the argument, the word is rendered in the original Greek. 
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This passage, however, is only the tip of the regressive iceberg.2 Paul frames 
his diagnosis in regressive terms in Gal 3.3, strikingly dichotomising terms for 
beginning (ἐνάρχομαι) and completing (ἐπιτελέω). The paired narratives of 
3.23–29 and 4.1–7 are predicated on the danger and folly of regression: Those 
who trust in Christ have been liberated from the supervision of the law as a 
παιδαγωγός (3.24–5) – how can they now willingly return to this state of 
bondage? Those who trust in Christ have entered into their long-promised in-
heritance as sons of God (4.4–5) – how can they now willingly return to the 
state of heirs under “guardians and managers” (ÕπÙ ἐπιτρόπους καÚ 
οἰκονόμους – 4.2)? Regression broods over Paul’s allegorical interpretation of 
the Abraham narrative in 4.21–31 – embracing Jewish law implies turning back 
from Sarah to Hagar, from the new covenant to the old. Regression is reempha-
sised in 5.1 – “For freedom Christ has set us free. Stand firm, therefore, and do 
not submit again to a yoke of slavery” (emphasis mine). Capitulation to the 
Influencers in 5.4 entails “falling away from grace” (ἐκπίπτω). The striking 
use of the Aorist, ἐτρέχετε, in 5.7 highlights the fact that the Galatians are no 
longer running well. Even in Paul’s retelling of the Antioch incident, the prob-
lem with Peter’s behaviour is couched in regressive terms. Peter had built again 
(πάλιν οἰκοδομῶ) “the very things that [he] once tore down,” thus demon-
strating his identity as a “transgressor” (2.18) – a fault from which Paul is 
clearly keen to exonerate himself (cf. 5.11). 

Throughout Christian history, careful readers of the letter have wrestled 
with the tension that this diagnosis of regression introduces into Paul’s argu-
ment. Augustine captures the problem with typical clarity in his commentary 
on Gal 4.8–9: “When [Paul] says turn back he is certainly not saying that they 
are turning back to circumcision – they had never been circumcised” (Com. 
Gal. 33.3). Even if the Galatians had been enthusiastic participants in local 
Jewish communities prior to Paul’s arrival, regression hardly covers their new 
passion for exclusive devotion to the God of Israel. Augustine prefigures tradi-
tional reformation exegesis in his response to this difficulty, bridging the gap 
between paganism and Judaism from the Jewish side. Like pagans, he argues, 
Jews were obsessed with the “slavish” observance of legal rites to the extent 
that they were “carnal” (Com. Gal. 34.4). Only when Judaism had been sub-
jected to this “carnal” distortion can it be equated to paganism and embracing 
Judaism to regression. By making these equations, Paul was launching a direct 
assault on his religious past. 

But should the same Paul who willingly divided the work of global evange-
lisation with law-observant Jewish Christians in Gal 2.9 be thought to condemn 
Jewish rites as the equivalent of enslavement to pagan gods only two chapters 
later? Not all early Christian authors were willing to accept this result. For 

                                                        
2 Elliott, 2003, 254–5. 
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Jerome, Jewish law was only “weak and miserable” in comparison to the new 
dispensation revealed in Christ (Com. Gal. 4.9). His interpretative instinct re-
mains influential today thanks, in large part, to J. Louis Martyn and John Bar-
clay, for whom Sabbath-observance and circumcision are equivalent to pagan-
ism in Galatians only in the sense that they represent a return to the logic of 
“the old age” prior to Christ’s coming.3 Shaped by Paul’s emphasis on “special 
days, and months, and seasons, and years,” Ambrosiaster’s concentration on 
calendrical observances as the key point of contact between the Galatians’ pa-
gan background and the Jewish Christianity of the Influencers (Com. Gal. 4.10) 
also finds a modern echo in the work of Martinus de Boer.4 

Emphasising the rhetorical impact of Paul’s regression language is not, how-
ever, the only way to facilitate more positive interpretations of his attitude to 
his Jewish heritage. The problem in Galatia might have had less to do with the 
unacceptability of Jewish legal observances themselves than it did with their 
use for purposes the apostle deemed unacceptable. Following James Dunn and 
N. T. Wright, many interpreters trace the origins of the Galatian crisis to the 
use of law as a racial identity marker without which Gentiles lacked the neces-
sary qualifications for fellowship with Jews.5  

In recent years, contextual studies have sought solutions to the regression 
problem in a deeper understanding of the Galatians’ religious background. For 
Justin Hardin, Brigitte Kahl, Bruce Winter, and Thomas Witulski, the Gala-
tians’ submission to Jewish law was an attempt to negotiate their obligations 
to the emperor cult, “normalising” their abstention from participation in vari-
ous ways.6 For Susan Elliott and Clinton Arnold, their attraction to Jewish law 
is to be understood with reference to the analogous attractions of local pagan 
cults.7 Recent contributions from the “Paul within Judaism” school question 
whether the argument of Galatians applies to Jews at all, explaining the ex-
tremity of Paul’s concern on the basis that legal observances were inappropri-
ate for Gentiles though remaining thoroughly appropriate for Jews.8 The spe-
cific accusation of regression, however, remains unexplained. 

Each of these interpretative possibilities will be subjected to detailed scru-
tiny in the chapters that follow. Wherever regression is explicitly confronted, 
however, we find the attempts to explain Paul’s logic inadequate. None of the 
alternatives satisfactorily tackles both the bluntness with which the Apostle 
associates his readers’ behaviour with their pagan past and the tension between 

                                                        
3 Martyn, 1997a, 393–400; Barclay, 2015, 389–91; 404–10. 
4 De Boer, 2011, 252–61. 
5 Ε.g. Dunn, 2006b, 352–3; Dunn, 2008, 8–9, 12, 17, 23–8; Wright, 1991, 3; Wright, 

1997, 29–35. 
6 Hardin, 2008; Kahl, 2009; Winter, 1994, 123–43; Winter, 2015, 226–49 Witulski, 2000. 
7 Elliott, 1999, 661–83; Elliott, 2003; Arnold, 2005, 429–49. 
8 Thiessen, 2016; Fredriksen, 2017; Wyschogrod, 2004, 188–201. 
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his apparent acceptance of law-observance among Jews (Gal 5.3, 6; 6.15) and 
his insistence upon its dangers among Gentiles (3.4, 4.11, 5.2, 4).  

2. Proposal 
2. Proposal 

In this study, I propose that Paul’s warnings about regression are more central 
to his overarching argument than has been acknowledged in extant works. As 
I read his intentions, the heart of the problem with the Galatians’ incipient con-
version lay neither in the supposition that Judaism was inherently “legalistic,” 
nor in the supposition that Jewish legal observances, though valuable in them-
selves, were being used to erect false boundaries around God’s covenant com-
munity. The problem lay rather in their capacity to trigger the reanimation of 
religious assumptions to which the Galatians had become habituated in their 
pagan past (Gal 4.8–11) fundamentally distorting and even eviscerating their 
Christian faith (4.11; 5.2–4). 

As in 1 Cor 8.1–13 – where Paul, I argue, addresses a situation closely par-
allel to the situation in Galatia – “strong” Christians were encouraging “weak” 
Christians to embrace practices that were powerfully associated with religious 
assumptions rooted in their pagan background. In Galatia, however, the prob-
lem was not actual re-immersion in local cults.9 The problem was exposure, 
under the auspices of Jewish Christianity, to basic components of religious 
practice familiar from their past, and the consequent reanimation of the as-
sumptions habitually associated with those practices in the present. 

Paul, I argue, did not equate paganism and Judaism in Galatians, neither did 
he deny that it was possible or desirable for ethnic Jews to remain law-ob-
servant as believers in Christ. His concern focused on the fundamental compo-
nents of religious practice they shared. He did not believe that Jewish Christi-
anity, as it was being (mis)appropriated by his readers, was the same thing as 
Jewish Christianity as it was being practiced by ethnic Jews, and his critique 
of this (mis)appropriation of Judaism should not be understood as a critique of 
Judaism itself. His concern was rather with the Galatians’ reception of Jewish 
law. Paul feared that the ministry of the Influencers was reawakening expecta-
tions characteristic of the Galatians’ pagan past – expectations about the effi-
cacy of religious works that Paul deemed inimical both to Judaism and to faith 
in Christ. 

 

                                                        
9 Contra Martin, 1995, 437–61. See also Hardin, 2008, 141–2. 
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3. Consequences 
3. Consequences 

In the light of this proposal, I conclude that the dispute between the Apostle 
and the Influencers in Galatia was less theological than it was pastoral and 
missiological. Paul’s animus towards the Influencers was not focused so much 
on what they said as it was on who they were saying it to, and on their failure 
to anticipate or accommodate the weaknesses that he perceived among this au-
dience – weaknesses connected to the enduring magnetism and intuitive plau-
sibility of their entrenched religious presuppositions. 

These conclusions have significant consequences for our reading of the let-
ter. The Galatian crisis becomes a worked example of Paul’s larger theology 
of accommodation – a concrete manifestation of the dire consequences that he 
anticipated for “weak” Christians exposed to the inconsiderate behaviour of 
“strong” Christians (1 Cor 8.11; Rom 14.15, 20–21). The key dichotomy be-
tween faith and works in Gal 2–3 is also radically recontextualised. The em-
phasis shifts from a comparison between faith as Paul saw it and works as they 
appeared to his Jewish contemporaries, to a comparison between faith viewed 
from an integrated Pauline/Jewish perspective and works viewed from the pa-
gan perspective – or at least from the pagan perspective as Paul conceived it. 

4. Methodology 
4. Methodology 

Where were the Galatian churches? When was the letter written? Who were 
the Influencers in Galatia and what were their motives? These classic contex-
tual questions, kindled by the frustrating reality that we are eavesdropping on 
just one side of a many-sided conversation, rightly occupy the attention of all 
serious exegetes. In this study, while competing solutions are reviewed and the 
boundaries around what can be known with confidence are assessed and re-
spected, I neither attempt, nor defend, a complete reconstruction of my own. 
Definition is sought only to the extent that it is necessary to adjudicate the 
proposal.  

Extrabiblical data illuminating potential components of the Galatians’ reli-
gious background are used to define the envelope of possible options, to shape 
and test the proposal, and to facilitate the assessment of alternative solutions. 
The quest for a complete, objective, or prescriptive account of this background, 
however, is explicitly eschewed as illusory. I do not seek to discern or to define 
the essential attributes of pagan, Jewish, or Christian worship, or to mount an 
objective comparison between them. My focus lies rather on Paul’s assertion 
that embracing Jewish-Christian observances entailed regression for his read-
ers and on what he thought this meant.  

Other contributors to the regression question have sought to identify fea-
tures that are unique to the religious background of the region and to use these 
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features to a greater or lesser extent to control exegesis.10 While sources that 
may constitute evidence of distinctive local religious practices and assump-
tions are considered in this study, however, I do not make such distinctiveness 
a criterion for consideration. I am interested in both the total religious experi-
ence of the Galatians – including commonplaces of belief and practice as well 
as local peculiarities to the extent that we have access to either from the avail-
able data, and Paul’s distinctive personal perspective on that experience as we 
find it encoded in his correspondence, interpreted in the light of his larger Jew-
ish milieu. 

5. Argument 
5. Argument 

In broad outline, the argument of the following chapters alternates between 
biblical exegesis and scrutiny of extrabiblical data, before drawing conclu-
sions. Exegesis moves progressively from a wide to a narrow field, from situ-
ating Paul and the Galatian letter in their larger chronological and geographical 
context to engagement with the specific concerns of the Galatian crisis and 
regression as Paul’s central diagnostic motif. Assessment of extrabiblical 
sources from the region begins with the Graeco-Roman religious background 
and progresses to the Jewish religious background. 

Chapter 2: Galatians in Context: Where? When? Who? 

Chapter 2 situates the project within the larger landscape of research into the 
underlying historical context of Galatians, exploring the major options and de-
fining the limited number of commitments which will form the handrails for 
our discussion as it progresses.  

While noting the historical importance of the debate about northern and 
southern Galatian destinations for the letter and the present (and perhaps deci-
sive) renaissance of the southern option, for this project, the viability and im-
portance of decoupling questions about location from questions about the read-
ers’ pre-existent religious sensibilities is stressed. 

Chronological questions are pursued in some depth, weighing the relative 
strength of the various sources and datums relevant to the foundation of the 
Galatian churches and the writing of the letter with reference to Jewett, Camp-
bell and other key interlocutors, and drawing on travel data made available 
through the Stanford Geospatial Network Model of the Roman World, 
ORBIS.11 For this project, however, the primary conclusion is uncontroversial: 

                                                        
10 E.g. Elliott, 1999; Elliott, 2003; Arnold, 2005, 429–49; Witulski, 2000, 204–18. 
11 Jewett, 1979; Campbell, 2014; www.orbis.stanford.edu. 
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whenever Paul wrote the letter to the Galatians, the congregations he addressed 
were still relatively immature. 

Paul, the Galatians, and the Influencers are each briefly introduced on the 
basis of the available data. Here it becomes apparent that agnosticism with re-
spect to the identity and motives of the Influencers is not only necessary for 
secure exegesis but that it also forms no obstacle to satisfying exegesis. For 
structural efficiency in the argument that follows I assume the Influencers were 
ethnic Jews, but the underlying logic of the proposal is unaffected by alterative 
characterisations.  

Chapter 3: Galatians in the Pagan Religious Context of Asia Minor 

Chapter 3 begins to probe the question of the Galatians’ religious background. 
The letter famously, and infuriatingly, offers us only Paul’s perspective on the 
crisis it addresses; there are no sources to which we can appeal to adjudicate 
the nature of the problem as his readers would have seen it. Literary, epi-
graphic, and archaeological sources may still be consulted, however, in an ef-
fort to define the possible range of the Galatians’ religious influences and to 
inform our judgements about the relative probability and compatibility of each. 

In upland Anatolia we find commonalities at the level of religious practice 
both within the region and spanning its borders, as well as local idiosyncrasies; 
no one cult can be elevated with any confidence to the status of an interpreta-
tive key. Boundaries between sacred and profane space are carefully guarded. 
Past acts of devotion are memorialised with a particular focus on the creation 
of tangible and enduring monuments. Religious actions are repeated according 
to sacred calendars. Local cults display an attentiveness to religious ethics 
driven more, it seems, by a concern to keep doing what has worked in the past 
than by fear. Diachronic factors emerge as of particular importance. Diverse 
conceptions of divine-human reciprocity are attested.  

Extant attempts to expound Galatians in its pagan religious context inform 
our understanding but none of them adequately represents the range and bal-
ance of these influences or avoids distortion in consequence. Empire-critical 
exegeses of the Galatian crisis are examined, as are appeals to the ritual prac-
tice of the Cybele cult and to the Lydian-Phrygian confession stelae as possible 
backgrounds for the attraction of circumcision, but none provides a compre-
hensive survey of the kinds of powerful and enduring religious assumptions 
upon which Paul’s warnings about regression in Galatians seem to hang. 

Chapter 4: Paul and Returning to Paganism 

Chapter 4 turns once more to Paul himself – to the assumptions about pagan 
religion evident in his Jewish milieu, evident in his wider correspondence, and 
embedded in the argument of Galatians itself. 
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Paul, the first-century Jew, is interpreted first within the first-century Jewish 
debate about Gentiles and Gentile religion, identifying the principle danger of 
regression as idolatry – the endowment of human beings with roles and func-
tions reserved to God. Paul’s analysis of Gentile converts using the language 
of “weakness” (associated with longstanding habituation to pagan religious as-
sumptions) and “strength” in 1 Corinthians 8 (perhaps also in Romans 14–15) 
then leads us back into Galatians, where similar pastoral concerns are evident. 
A detailed exegesis of Paul’s regression language follows, centring on a rigor-
ous reassessment of the enigmatic phrase τÏ στοιχεῖα τοῦ κόσμου in Gal 4.3 
that takes into consideration every known instance of στοιχεῖα in the literature 
of the first centuries B.C. and A.D. In Galatians, I conclude that στοιχεῖα 
functions as a reference to the “fundamental components of religious behav-
iour” common to pagan and Jewish worship. 

In dialogue with Richard Hays’ influential analysis of the narrative substruc-
ture of the letter, I conclude that “enslavement under the στοιχεῖα” in Gala-
tians 4 is equivalent to “imprisonment under in the law” and “life under the 
curse” in Galatians 3, and that all three expressions have relevance to Jews and 
Gentiles.12 Gentile perceptions of “works” are found to be just as important, if 
not more important, than Jewish perceptions in the crucial interpretative debate 
about “the works of the law” in Galatians 2 and 3, noting in particular the strik-
ing contrast between Jewish and Gentile knowledge in Gal 2.15–16: Jewish 
Christians (probably all Jews) “know that a person is justified not by the works 
of the law.’ “Gentile sinner[s],” however, lack this knowledge and the protec-
tions afforded by it in their appropriation and practice of religious observances. 
Pagan, and not Jewish, presuppositions about the efficacy of works in divine-
human interactions emerge as the foil against which the letter’s call to action 
is designed to make sense. 

The chapter concludes with a brief excursus exploring vulnerability to the 
reanimation of entrenched pagan religious assumptions as a theme in the 
growth and spread of the church in the early centuries of the Christian era.  

Chapter 5: Galatians in the Jewish Religious Context of Asia Minor 

In Chapter 5, our attention shifts to Jewish influences in Galatia and among the 
Galatians. Even if Paul believed his readers’ habitual religious expectations 
were inimical to his own in many ways and that they remained dangerously 
close to the surface of their experience, ready to re-emerge at any moment, why 
would he think Jewish Christianity particularly likely to trigger this re-emer-
gence? And why would he conceive of this danger as somehow more acute 
than the equivalent danger associated with his own vision of Christian 

                                                        
12 Hays, 2002. 
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discipleship, which was itself associated with religious observances like bap-
tism (Gal 3.27) and various ethical laws (5.13–6.10). 

Following the pattern established in Chapter 3, Chapter 5 assesses these 
questions in the light of extant literary and epigraphic sources and the material 
culture of Asia Minor in the early Christian period. Lessons for Galatians are 
appropriated by tracing the interplay of actions and reactions within and be-
tween pagan and Jewish communities. Evidence of Jewish distinctiveness is 
related to evidence of pagan hostility, pagan hostility to Jewish engagement, 
Jewish engagement to pagan sympathisation, pagan sympathisation to Jewish 
integration, and Jewish integration to cases of pagan conversion. In each case, 
tensions and outlying examples fill out the complexities of the landscape. 

Applying this material to Galatians, we explore the possibility that Paul’s 
readers were former Godfearers and that Paul’s regression vocabulary de-
scribes a return to Godfearing behaviour in their new Christian context or at 
least a movement in the general direction of a Godfearing past. In the former 
scenario, the incompatibility of the Influencers’ call to circumcision and the 
Godfearing lifestyle – with its characteristic engagement in the Jewish com-
munity and its enthusiasm for socially-acceptable elements of Jewish piety 
without any sense of exclusive commitment – is particularly striking. In the 
latter, the focus of Paul’s concern on his readers’ regression to their former 
religious affiliations (Gal 4.8) forces the conclusion that, in his mind, law-ob-
servant Jewish Christianity was equivalent to paganism, directly contradicting 
the evidence of 2.6–10. Even if this difficulty could be resolved, it is far from 
clear that conversion would have yielded the benefits of “social normalisation” 
that have been claimed for it. 

I conclude that Paul’s concerns are best interpreted in conjunction with pri-
mary source data suggesting not only that Judaism in Asia Minor in the period 
was capable of accommodating and reimagining many of the trappings of pa-
gan religious devotion to its own ends, but that pagans also reimagined Jewish 
traditions according to their own presuppositions. Through the practices used 
by Jewish Christians to articulate their new faith, Paul’s readers were express-
ing the quintessential religious expectations of their old faith.  

On the susceptibility of Paul’s own gospel to similar accusations, the im-
portant question is not whether it eliminated the dangers associated with the 
Galatians’ former pagan commitments, but whether it minimised them in com-
parison to other options. Noting the transition from warnings to ethics in the 
movement from Gal 3–4 to 5–6, and flagging avenues for further research, I 
suggest that Paul deliberately minimised exposure to observances with the po-
tential to reawaken entrenched religious assumptions for new converts, and that 
he laid out a path of spiritual transformation for established believers designed 
to neutralise their influence in the longer term. 
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Chapter 6: The Galatian Reception of the Influencers’ Message 

In Chapter 6, responses to the regression problem tied less closely to specific 
facets of the underlying religious context take centre stage. Dialogue with To-
rah-observant portraits of Paul highlights the importance of the distinction be-
tween Jewish law as observed by Jewish Christians and Jewish Law as ob-
served by Gentile Christians.13 None of these portraits, however, provides a 
compelling explanation for the extent of the danger Paul associates with the 
latter while apparently embracing the former not only for others but also for 
himself. Dialogue with scholars treating Paul’s regression language as a rhe-
torical ploy highlights the importance of both the similarities and the differ-
ences between the Influencers’ concept of Jewish calendrical observances, 
food laws, and circumcision, and the equivalent concept in the minds of Paul’s 
Galatian readers.14 Dialogue with both groups facilitates the clarification of the 
proposal under development. 

The danger of Jewish observances for Paul’s readers lay neither in their fun-
damental inappropriateness for Gentiles nor in high-level religious assump-
tions about worth and reciprocity that the Influencers and the Galatians may or 
may not have held in common. The danger lay rather in their common depend-
ence on basic elements of religious practice – the calendrical observances and 
vows and purifications and memorialisations of devotion that undergirded Jew-
ish Christianity and every form of pagan devotion attested within the envelope 
of options observable in our region and period. In Paul’s mind, the enduring 
strength of the association between these στοιχεῖα and the religious expecta-
tions they had encoded in the Galatians’ pagan past left his readers profoundly 
vulnerable. Far though it may have been from the Influencers’ intentions, Jew-
ish Christian practice for Paul’s Gentile converts threatened to reawaken the 
assumptions of their former religious lives, destroying their Christian faith 
from within. 

Selections from Ignatius, Justin, and Origen augment this reconstruction of 
the Galatian crisis, highlighting continuing awareness of Jewish law as a threat 
to Gentile Christians (even when it was deemed appropriate for Jewish Chris-
tians) and the consequent potential for a return to the clutches of the former 
evil age. Origen, in particular, sees Paul’s regression motif as a reference to 
the reanimation of pagan thoughtforms under the guise of Jewish practice, 
drawing on Galatians in his Homilies on Exodus to explain the Israelites’ per-
sistent inclination to return to Egypt. 

 

                                                        
13 Thiessen, 2016; Fredriksen, 2017; Wyschogrod, 2004. 
14 De Boer, 2011, 252–61; Martyn, 1997a, 393–400; Barclay, 1988, 63–4; Barclay, 2015, 
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3.48.4 125–6, 129 
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42.11 129 
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6.5.1–5 130 
6.13.1–2 130 
6.19.1–5 130 
6.24.1–3 130 
6.25.1–2 130 
10.9.1–6 130 
10.25.1–3 130 
19.12.5–6 130 
20.3.6–10 130   
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8.15.1–3 125, 130 
A 

 

Commodian 
 

Instr. 
 

1.24.11–14 157 
1.37 157 
A 

 

Eusebius 
 

Eccl. Hist. 
 

3.36 154 
4.18.6–8 155 
5.24.2–6 155 
A 
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18.5 184 
A 
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Mag. 154 
8.1 219 
9.1 219 
9.2 219 
10.2 219 
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5.2 154 
6.1 45, 176, 182, 

218 
6.2 218 
7.2 218 
9.2 219   
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  Smyr. 218 
5.2 218 
A 
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1.4.2 129 
1.4.3 129 
1.5.4 125–6, 9 
4.2.7 38 
A 
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Com. Gal.  
 

1.1 44 
1.2 17 
2.1 28 
2.3–5 33 
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4.9 3 
5.1 217   

Epist. 
 

78.39.2 17   

Vir. ill. 
 

14.1 17 
53.1 17 
122.1 17 
A 

 

Justin 10 

Apol. Mai. 
 

60.11 129   

Apol. Min. 
 

5.2 129   

Dial.  174 

1.1 155 
8.3 155, 176, 181 
10.3 155 
14.1 151 
19.2 151 
23.3 129, 179 
27.5 43 
46–7 219 
46.1 38, 219 
47.1 38, 220 
47.2 220 
47.3 220 
47.4 220 
49.1 181 
55.1 181 
62.2 129 
67.2 155 
123.1 43, 176 
A  
Marius Victorinus 

 

Com. Gal. 
 

2.1 28 
2.12–13 37 
4.9 217 
A 

 

  

  

A  

Melito 
 

Per. Pas. 
 

36 220 
40 156 
72 156 
81 156 
91–2 156 
92 156 
94 156 
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Origen 
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Prol. 5 125–6 
1.26 168   
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2.21–33 221   
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3.3 221 
7.2 221   
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12.13.1 220   
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4.1 221   
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10.1.4 220 
10.2.3 220 
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9.3.6 129 
21.3.1 129 
21.3.7 129 
36.1.4 129 
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Tertullian 
 

Marc.  
 

1.20 217 
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140 
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Theophilus 
 

Ad. Aut. 
 

1.4.15 129 
1.5.10 129 
1.6.2 129 
2.15.3 129 
2.15.5 129 
2.35.2 129 
A 

 

A 
 

A 
 

Act. Paul and Thecla 19 
A 

 

Apoc. Adam  
 

1.3 130 
2.8 130 
A 

 

Barnabas, Ep. 
 

2.4–5 157 
2.10 157 
3.6 182 
4.6 157, 219 
4.6–14 156 
11.1–3 151 
14.1–5 156 
A 

 

Diognetus, Ep. 
2.2 103 

2.2–3 103 
2.5 103 
3.1–5 157 
4.1–4 179 
4.1–5 157 
5.17 157 
7.2 129 
8.2 129 
A 

 

Mart. Pionius 175, 180 
3 156 
4 156 
8.4 89 
13 156 
A 

 

Mart. Polycarp 
8.2 154 
12.2 154 
13.1 154 
17.2–18.1 154 
A 
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I.31.1 87 
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Shepherd of Hermas 
 

21.3 129 
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4. Intra- and Post-Biblical Jewish Authors 
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Ag. Ap 
 

1.162–5 144 
1.170 43–44 
1.209–12 150 
2.80 150 
2.92–6 150 
2.112–4 150 
2.147–8 150 
2.148 150 
2.258–9 150 
  
Ant. 

 

1.155–6 102 
3.183 129 
11.285 43 

12.148–153 143 
14.66–8 150 
14.115 150 
14.185f. 145 
14.200 145 
14.203–4 145 
14.213 145 
14.221 145 
14.226 145 
14.241–3 145 
14.244–6 145 
14.247–55 145 
14.256–8 145 
14.259–61 166 
14.257 145 
14.260 145 
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14.261 145 
14.266 145 
16.165 167, 172 
16.166–7 145 
16.171 145 
18.85–129 27 
20.17–96 176 
20.43 197 
20.49–53 35   

War. 
 

1.377 129 
2.285–92 145 
2.306 145 
6.47 129 
7.43–45 166 
A 

 

Philo 
 

Abraham 
 

69–70 102 
81 129 
162 129   

Agriculture 
 

39 43 
136 129   

Alleg. Interp. 
1.14 129 
3.121 129   

ΠερÚ ἀριθμῶν sive  
Ἀριθμητικά 
5a 129 
21a 129 
27a 129 
73a 129 
73b 129 
74 129 
99 129   

Cherubim 
 

122–24 209 
127 129   

Contempl. Life 
3 129 
3–4 120 
4 129   

Creation 
 

38 129 

52 129 
84 129 
104 29 
126 129 
127 129 
131 129 
146 129   

Decalogue 
 

31 129   

Dreams 
 

1.21 129 
1.212 129   

Drunkenness 
177 166   

Embassy 
 

81 129 
245 147, 150 
361 54   

Eternity 
 

6 129 
29 129 
61 129 
74 129 
78 129 
82 129 
90 129 
103 129 
107 129 
109 125–6, 129 
111 129 
113 129 
116 129 
123 129 
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55 129 
125 129   

Genesis 
 

4.8b 129 
4.51b 129   

Giants 
 

22 129   

Good Person 
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Heir 
 

134 125–6, 129 
140 125–6, 129 
152 129 
190 129 
197 129 
209 129 
210 129 
226 129 
227 129 
282 129   

Moses 
 

1.96 129 
1.97 129 
1.155 129 
1.156 129 
1.216 129 
2.53 129 
2.65 129 
2.88 129 
2.121 129 
2.148 129 
2.154 129 
2.251 129 
2.267 129 
2.286 129   

Names 
 

61 129 
77 129 
  On Planting 

 

10 129   

Prelim. Studies 
117 129 
150 129   

Providence 
 

2.45 129 
2.53 129   

Rewards 
 

44 129   

Sacrifices 
 

74 129   

Spec. Laws 
 

1.2–3 171 
1.7 44 
1.51–3 176 

1.52 170 
1.209 129 
1.266 129 
1.294 129 
1.328 129 
2.151 129 
2.255 120, 129 
4.178 170   

Unchangeable 
46 129   

Virtues 
 

73 129 
102 1, 170   

Worse 
 

8 129 
A 

 

A 
 

A 
 

Let. Aris. 
 

16 102 
A 

 

4 Ezra 133 
8.31–6 138 
A  
Jos. Asen. 

 

11.4–6  176 
A 

 

Jub. 
 

1.9 102 
2.19 102 
3.31 102 
11.16 102 
15.25–6 195 
15.30–32a 195 
20.6–7 102–3 
23.23–4 102 
A 

 

1 Macc. 
 

15.15–24 144 
A 

 

4 Macc 
 

12.13 129 
A 

 

Pseudo-Philo 133 
A 

 

Pss. Sol. 
 

2.1–2 102 
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Sib. Or. 
 

1–2 175 
1.85–6 149 
1.88–96 149 
1.137–46 149 
1.174–9 149 
1.184 149 
1.195–8 149 
2.227–9 149 
1.230–2 149 
1.261–82 80, 149 
1.308–23 149 
2.206–7 125–6 
2.230–2 149 
3.79–82 125–6 
8.337 125–6 
A 

 

Sir. 
 

41.8 102 
A 

 

T. Dan. 
 

5.8 102 
A 

 

T. Jud. 
 

23.2 102 
A 

 

T. Naph. 
 

3.3–5 102–3 

3.3–4.1 102–3 
A 

 

T. Reub. 
 

4.6 103 
A 

 

Tob. 
 

13.6 102 
A 

 

Wis. 
 

7.17 129 
7.17-19 121–2 
12–15 103 
12.23–7 103 
13.1–2 121–2 
13.1–5 102 
13.6–8 102 
13.10–15 102 
13.11–19 102 
13.16 103 
14.12–14 103 
14.17 103 
14.21 103 
15.7 102 
19.6 118 
19.7 118 
19.18 129 
A  
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Yeb.   
 

47b 43 
48b 43 
A  
Gen. R. 

 

38.13 102 
A 
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22b 107 
62.b 107 
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Sifre Deuteronomy 
26 138 



 7. Graeco-Roman Sources  

 

275 

6. Qumran Sources 
6. Qumran Sources 

CD (The Damascus 
Document)  
VI.14–21 195 
XII.8–11 195 
XIV.3–6 195 
1QpHab 

 

12 102 
A 

 

1QS (The Community 
Rule) 

133 

A  
4Q169 (Com. Nahum) 
II.7–9 195 

4Q174 (Florilegium) 
I.1–7  195 
A 

 

11QTa (The Temple 
Scroll) 
XXXIX.7  195 
XL.5–6  195 
A 

 

Qumran Hodayot 133, 211 
A  
A  
A  

7. Graeco-Roman Sources 
7. Graeco-Roman Sources

Aelius Aristides 
 

Hier. Log.  
 

I.31 55 
I.31 55 
II.9 79 
II.27 60, 97 
II.80 79 
III.7 79 
III.21–3 79 
IV.16 55 
IV.45–7 55, 85 
A 

 

Alexander of Aphrodisias 

Met. 
 

2.1 125–6   

Fat. 
 

203.22 125–6 
A 

 

Alexander Polyhistor  

Prep. 
 

IX.17 150 
IX.19–21 150 
IX.23 150 
IX.25–6 150 
IX.29 150 
  

Anonymus Londinensis 

Iatrica 
 

4.26–31 130 
14.1–44 130 
15.7–19 130 
17.11–25 130 
191–6 130 
19.18–26 130 
20.1–49 130 
A 

 

Antiochus of Athens 
 

Frag. Ap.  
 

110.15 130 
110.17 126 
110.24 130 
A  
Apion 

 

Frag. Glos. Hom. 
 

109 130 
A 

 

Apollonius of Tyana 
 

Apotelesmata 
 

1376–7 130   

De Horis  
 

7.177 130 
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Let. 
 

26 56 
43 56, 108 
75 56 
A 

 

Apuleius 
 

Met. 71 
III.5 89 
III.29 88 
XI.5 112 
A 

 

Aristonicus 
 

Sig. Il. 
 

21.281 130   

Sig. Od. 
 

2.61 130 
A 

 

Arius Didymus 
 

Phys. 
 

Frag. 21 130 
Frag. 23 130 
Frag. 38 130 
A 

 

Artemidorus 
 

Onir. 
 

1.67.23 44 
A 

 

Boethus 
 

Frag. 
 

7.11 130 
7.34 130 
A 

 

Cicero 
 

Att. 
 

109.2–3 50 
110.3 14 
111.2, 4 14 
113.9 14 
 114.2, 14 14 
115.4, 14, 23 14 
355.2 14 
366.1 14 
372.2 14 
413.6 14   

Fin. 
 

5.43 106   

Flac. 
 

43 144 
68 144, 149   

Prov. Cons.  
 

5.10 152   

Tusc. 
 

4.7–8 188 
A 

 

Comarius 
 

Lap. Phil. 
 

2.291.7–12 130 
2.292.13–295.1 130 
2.295.3–13 130 
A 

 

Cornelius Alexander 
 

Frag. 
 

9.53 43 
A 

 

Demetrius  
 

Eloc. 
 

207 130 
A 

 

Dio Cassius 
 

Hist. 
 

49.32.3 15 
51.2.1 15 
53.26.2–4 15 
A 

 

Dio Chrysostom 
 

Disc. 
 

38.38 88 
38.44 53 
40.3 54, 61, 210 
A 

 

Diodorus Siculus  
 

Bib. Hist. 
 

32.11.4 130 
A  
Diogenes Laertius 

 

Vit. Phil. 
 

7.55.6 29 
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Dionysius of Halicarnassus  

Rom. Ant. 
 

1.20.3 130   

Lys. 
 

15–16 130   

Dem. 
 

37 130 
48 130 
52 130 
53 130   

Comp. Verb. 
 

2 130 
6 130 
7 130 
14 130 
22 130   

Ars. Rhet. 
 

10 130 
A 

 

Dioscorides Pedanius  

Mat. Med. 
 

1. Pr. 3 130 
A 

 

Epictetus 
 

Disc. 
 

1.11.12–13  151 
1.22.4  151 
2.8.23 188 
2.9.19–20 151 
2.9.19–21 176 
2.15.20 106 
A 

 

Epiphanius 
 

Pan.  
 

80.1.5 177 
A 

 

Erotianus  
 

Voc. Hipp. 
 

32.4 130 
34.23–35.8 130 
48.1–2 130 
  
A  

Galen 
 

Ex. Hipp. 
 

455.10–16 125–6 
456.5–457.5 125–6 
472.1–4 125–6   

Hipp. Aph. 
 

17b.794.8 119   

Hipp. Nat. Hom.  
 

58.8 125–6   

Plac. Hipp. Plat. 
 

2.4.1.1–7 119   

Sem.  
 

4, 4.566.8–9 119 
A 

 

Gaius Musonius Rufus  

Frag. Min. 
 

42 130 
A 

 

Heraclitus 
 

Alleg. 
 

7.14 130 
15.3 130 
22.1–25.11 130 
40.1–3 130 
41.1–12 130 
43.11–14 130 
48.6 130 
49.3–4 130 
55.1–3 130 
58.3 130 
65.4–5 130 
A 

 

Herodotus 
 

Hist. 
 

1.85–93 49 
2.104 43 
A 

 

Hero of Alexandria 
 

Pneu. 
 

1. Prol. 9–17 130 
1. Prol. 340–47 130 
1.1.1–3 130 
1.7.1–13 130   
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Def. 
 

104.1.1–7 130 
136.1.8–16 130   

Geom. 
 

1.1.31–6 130   

Ster. 
 

2.67.1–5 130 
A 

 

Hesiod 
 

Works and Days 149 
A 

 

Homer 
 

Od.  
 

4.373–4 64 
A 

 

Horace 
 

Epod. 
 

9.17–20 15   

Odes. 
 

IV.2.39–40 87 
IV.4.25–27 87 
IV.4.73–76 87 
IV.14.15–16 87 
IV.14.37–40 87   

Sat. 
 

1.4.139–43 152 
1.5.96–104 152 
1.9.60–78 152 
1.9.67–70 171 
1.9.67–72  106 
A 

 

Juvenal 
 

Sat. 
 

6.16 54 
14.96–106 152, 171 
14.98–9 54 
A 

 

Livy 
 

Hist. 
 

29.10.4–29.11.14 77 
  
  
A  

Longinus  
 

Sub. 
 

2.2 130 
A 

 

Lucian 
 

Zeux. 
 

8–11 14 
A 

 

Lucius Annaeus Cornutus  

Nat. Deo. 
 

4.1–7 130 
15.13–19 130 
16.10–15 130 
43.8–14 130 
48.5–15 130 
53.12–18 130 
76.1–5 130 
A 

 

Lysias 
 

Lys. 
 

30.18 79 
A 

 

Macrobius 
 

Sat.  
 

2.4.11 54 
A  
Marcus Aurelius 

 

Med. 
 

8.18 125–6 
A 

 

Marcus Terentius Varro  

Civ. 
 

4.31 152   

Cons. 
 

1.22.30 152 
A 

 

Martial 
 

Epig.  
 

4.4 150 
A 

 

Memnon of Heracleia 

Hist. 
 

8.8–20.3 14 
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Michael Attaliates 
 

Pon. Nom. 
 

35.819 29 
A 

 

Moderatus  
 

Frag. 
 

3.16–23 130 
A 

 

Nicomachus of Gerasa 

Int. Arit. 
 

 I.22.2.24 119 
A 

 

Pausanius 
 

Descr. Attica 
 

IV.1–6 54   

Descr. Phocis,  
Ozolian, Lochri  
XV.2–3 54 
XXXII.3–6 54   

Descr. Laconia  
 

XXII.4 54   

Descr. Achaia 
 

XVII.8–12 54 
A 

 

Philodemus 
 

Choices 
 

XIV.1–12 130   

Piety 
 

Frag. 13.347–364 130   

Death 
 

32.28–36 130   

Music 
 

Frag. 15.9–18 130   

Poems 
 

XXIX.1–6 130   

Signs 
 

57.1–7 130   

Frank Criticism  
 

Fr. 7 106 
Fr. 10 106 
Col. XXIVa 106 

Philostratus  
 

Vit. Apoll.  
 

8.2 56 
16 69 
A 

 

Philoxenus 
 

Frag. 
 

285.2–4 130 
317.2–6 130 
A 

 

Plato 
 

Tim. 
 

48b 124 
A 

 

Pliny the Elder 
 

Nat. 
 

5.25.95 17 
5.42.146–7 

 

6.2.6–7  
 

A 
 

Pliny the Younger 
 

Let. 
 

10.35 53 
10.49 53 
10.50 53 
10.51 53 
10.100 53 
A 

 

Plutarch 
 

Frag. 
 

106 130 
157 130 
179 130 
213 130   

Lives Ant. 
 

24.1–6 50 
61.2 15   

Lives Arist. 
 

6.3 130   

Lives Brut. 
 

30.1–31.7  50   

Lives Cam. 
 

6.4 151   
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Lives Demetr. 
 

5.1 130   

Lives Fab. 
 

4.7 130   

Lives Marc. 
 

14.10 130 
17.8 130   

Mor. Lib. Ed. 
 

12.C 130   

Mor. Adul. Am. 
 

63.D 130   

Mor. Superst. 
 

166A 151 
169C 151   

Mor. Quaest. Rom. 
 

263.E 130   

Mor. Fort. Rom 
 

317.A 130   

Mor. Is. Os. 
 

353.E 130 
376.D 130 
376.E 130   

Mor. E. Delph 
 

387.E 130   

Mor. Def. Orac. 
 

414.F 130 
422.A 130 
422.E 130 
426.F 130 
427.D 130 
428.A 130 
428.C 130 
428.F 130 
430.C 130   

Mor. Frat. Amor. 
 

484.F 130   

Mor. Quaest. Conv. 
 

636.A 130 
669C–672C 151 
669D 151 
729.B 130 
733.A 130 

737.C 130 
738.D 130   

Mor. Fac. 
 

945.A 130   

Mor. Prim. Frig. 
 

947.E 130 
954.D 130   

Mor. An. Ignis 
 

956.F 130 
957.A 130 
957.B 130 
958.C 130   

Mor. Soll. An. 
 

980.A 130   

Mor. Quaest. Plat. 
 

1003.C 130 
1003.F 130 
1004.A 130 
1004.C 130 
1009.E 130 
1011.E 130   

Mor. Comm. Not. 
 

1069.F 130 
1077.E 130 
1085.B 130 
1085.C 130 
1085.D 130 
1085.E 130   

Mor. Adv. Col. 
 

1112.A 130 
1113.B 130 
1114.B 130 
A 

 

Pseudo-Archetas  
 

Frag. 
 

26.7–10 130 
32.10–20 130 
A 

 

Pseudo–Lucian 
 

Amores 
 

19.12 125–6 
  
A 
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Seneca the Younger 
 

Brev. Vit. 
 

10.2–4 188   

Civ.  
 

6.11 152   

Ep.  
 

50.3 107 
50.7–9 107 
50.9 107 
104.1 30 
A 

 

Severus 
 

Instr. 
 

13.5–12 130 
A 

 

Sextus Empiricus 
 

Pyrr. Hyp. 
 

3.152 125–6 
A 

 

Strabo 
 

Geog. 
 

1.3.12 130 
2.5.16 130 
2.5.34 130 
12.3.32 51 
12.3.37 51 
12.5.1 14 
12.5.3 51 
12.8.14 51 
12.8.19 82 
15.1.59 130 
16.2.35–7 150 
A 

 

Suetonius  
 

Aug. 
 

31.1 68 
76 150   

Dom. 
 

12.2 182 
A 

 

Tacitus 
 

Ann. 
 

13.35 17 
15.6 17 

  

Hist. 
 

2.9 17 
5.3–4 150 
5.4–5 152 
5.5 171 
A 

 

Teucer 
 

Duo. Sig. 
 

7.195.19–24 130 
7.197.20–3 130 
7.199.3–7 130 
7.200.15–18 130 
7.201.27–30 130 
7.203.14 130 
7.205.1–2 130 
7.206.10 130 
7.207.26 130 
7.209.4–9 130 
7.210.21 130 
7.212.1–2 130 
A 

 

Theon 
 

Frag. 
 

53.21 130 
A 

 

Trypho of Alexandria 

ΠερÚ τρόπων 
 

204.2 130 
1.2.1–1.3.2 130 
1.4.1–1.5.3 130 
1.11.1–10 130 
1.20.1–5 130 
2.1.1–2.3.2 130 
2.29.1–4 130 
A 

 

Tyrannion 
 

Frag. 
 

1.42.13–17 130 
A 

 

Virgil 
 

Ec.  
 

IV.15–17 87 
IV.24–30 87 
A 

 

A  
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Xenophon of Athens  

Anab. 50 
A 

 

Zeno of Citium  
 

Test. Frag.  
 

100.2 125–6 
A 

 

A 
 

A  
Hist. Aug.  

 

4.18.5 90 
18.5–7 88 
A 

 

Orph. Hym. 
 

5.4 125–6 
(Vita Aesopi)  Vita G 
78.1-10 130 
(Vita Aesopi)  Vita Pl  
275.1–276–7 130 
A  
(Vita Aesopi)  Vita W  
79.5–9 130 
Oracles Chaldaïques 

 

39 125–6 
A  
A  

8. Other Sources 
8. Other Sources

Beowulf  
 

102–14 141 
1260–8 141 
A 

 

Hêliand 
 

389 142 

403–4 142 
1134–5 141 
1254 141 
1595 142 
A 

 

Nabonidus Chronicle  49 

9. Inscriptions and Papyri 
9. Inscriptions and Papyri

Beichtinschriften 
1 79 
3 83–4 
4 65 
5 83 
6 83 
7 80 
8 65, 80 
9–11 83 
10 83 
11 79, 83 
15 96 
17 65, 80 
19 65, 78, 185 
20 80 
33 185 
35 85 
36 65, 185 

37 66, 83 
39 63, 83 
40 83 
41 63 
43 65, 185 
44 63 
45 65, 80, 210 
47 83 
50 65, 80 
51 80 
52 63 
54 63, 83 
55 83 
56 63 
57 63, 65, 78 
58 78, 80 
59 65, 78, 96 
61 65, 210 
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62 59, 79, 80 
63 59 
64 80 
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