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Chapter 1

Introduction and the status quaestionis
concerning the Diet of John the Baptist

“Insects are an important element in human diet in many
parts of the world, but they have long been taboo in
European civilizations.”'

A. Introduction:
The Baptist’s Diet in Synoptic Tradition

1. The Problem

Why do two NT authors present John the Baptist as eating “locusts and wild
honey” (&kpideg kol pwéAL &yplov, Mark 1:6¢||Matt 3:4¢)? Satisfactory
explanations for this attribution with regard to the historical Baptist, the
author of Mark and the author of Matthew have yet to be given. The present
study seeks an answer not only for the historical John and the Synoptic tradi-
tion, but also for the patristic literature, much of which reflects a fascination
with John’s diet, as well as the desire to emulate John as an example of sim-
plicity.

Much scholarly attention has been devoted in the modern period to four
actions attributed to John the Baptist in the NT gospels—most famously, his
baptizing in the Jordan River, but also his preaching a message of repentance,
having disciples and wearing clothing made of camel’s hair. Considerably
less consideration has been devoted to the peculiarities of another deed cred-
ited to John, namely his eating “locusts and wild honey” (Mark 1:6¢||Matt
3:4c). John’s diet has been largely or completely overlooked in many fine
monographs® and articles® on the Baptist, as well as in commentaries on Mark

! Marston Bates, “Insects in the Diet,” American Scholar 29 (1959-60): 43-52; here, 43.

2 Any number of studies of John or exegetical analyses of the Markan or Matthean pas-
sages, including the following monographs, have little or nothing to say on this issue: Knut
Backhaus, Die “Jiingerkreise” des Tdufers Johannes: Eine Studie zu den religions-
geschichtlichen Urspriingen des Christentums (Paderborner Theologische Studien 19;
Paderborn: F. Schéningh, 1991); Jean Daniélou, The Work of John the Baptist (Baltimore:
Helicon, 1966); Carl R. Kazmierski, John the Baptist: Prophet and Evangelist. Metaphor and
Social Context in Matthew’s Gospel (Collegeville, MN: Liturgical Press, 1996); Marcus L.
Loane, John the Baptist as Witness and Martyr (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1969); Heinrich
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1:6 and Matt 3:4.* Given this omission in so many prominent studies, it is
understandable not to find mention of John’s diet in reviews of scholarship on

Peter, Johannes der Taufer in der urchristlichen Uberlieferung (Marburg: H. Bauer, 1911),
11-14, 60-7; Adolf Schlatter, Johannes der Tdufer (ed. W. Michaelis; Basel: Friedrich
Reinhardt, 1956); Roland Schiitz, Johannes der Tdufer (ATANT 50; Zurich/Stuttgart:
Zwingli, 1967), 28-30, 40-5; Jean Steinmann, Saint John the Baptist and the Desert
Tradition (New York: Harper, 1958); Robert L. Webb, John the Baptizer and Prophet: A
Socio-Historical Study (JSNTSup 62; Sheffield: JSOT, 1991), 51--2; cf. Michael Hartmann,
Der Tod Johannes des Tdufers: Eine exegetische und rezeptionsgeschichtliche Studie auf dem
Hintergrund narrativer, intertextueller und kulturanthropologischer Zuginge (SBB 45;
Stuttgart: Katholisches Bibelwerk, 2001); Christoph Gregor Miiller, Mehr als ein Prophet:
Die Charakterzeichnung Johannes des Tdufers im lukanischen Erzdhlwerk (Herders biblische
Studien 31; Freiburg: Herder, 2001).

3 For example, Ernst Bammel, “John the Baptist in Early Christian Tradition,” NTS 18
(1971-72): 95-128; Colin Brown, “What Was John the Baptist Doing?” BBR 7 (1997):
37-50; Knox Chamblin, “Gospel and Judgment in the Preaching of John the Baptist,” TynBul
13 (1963): 7-15; idem, “John the Baptist and the Kingdom of God,” TynBul 15 (1964):
10-16; Michael Cleary, “The Baptist of History and Kerygma,” ITQ 54 (1988): 211-27; An-
thony C. Deane, “The Ministry of John the Baptist,” The Expositor 8 (1917): 420-31;
Eberhard W. Giiting, “The Relevance of Literary Criticism for the Text of the New Testa-
ment: A Study of Mark’s Traditions on John the Baptist,” in: Studies in the Early Text of the
Gospels and Acts: The Papers of the First Birmingham Colloquium on the Textual Criticism
of the New Testament (ed. D. G. K. Taylor; Text-critical Studies 1; Atlanta: Society of Bibli-
cal Literature, 1999), 142-67; Paul W. Hollenbach, “Social Aspects of John the Baptizer’s
Preaching Mission in the Context of Palestinian Judaism,” ANRW 2/19/1 (1979): 850-75;
idem, “John the Baptist,” art. ABD, 3.887-99; Archie W. D. Hui, “John the Baptist and Spirit-
Baptism,” EvQ 71 (1999): 99-115; S. Lewis Johnson, Jr., “The Message of John the Baptist,”
BSac 113 (1956): 30-6; James L. Jones, “References to John the Baptist in the Gospel ac-
cording to St. Matthew,” AThR 41 (1959): 298-302; Edgar Krentz, “None Greater among
Those Born from Women: John the Baptist in the Gospel of Matthew,” CurTM 10 (1983):
333-8; Jan Lambrecht, “John the Baptist and Jesus in Mark 1.1-15: Markan Redaction of
Q?” NTS 38 (1992): 357-84; John P. Meier, “John the Baptist in Matthew’s Gospel,” JBL 99
(1980): 383405 (but see idem, 4 Marginal Jew: Rethinking the Historical Jesus [Vol. 2:
Mentor, Message and Miracles; New York: Doubleday, 1991}, 2.46-9); J. Ramsey Michaels,
“Paul and John the Baptist: An Odd Couple?” TynBul 42 (1991): 245-60; John W. Pryor,
“John the Baptist and Jesus: Tradition and Text in John 3.25,” JSNT 66 (1997): 15-26; John
A. T. Robinson, “The Baptism of John and the Qumran Community,” reprinted in: idem,
Twelve New Testament Studies (SBT 34; Naperville, IL: A. R. Allenson, 1962), 11-27; cf.
28-52, 61-6; D. Brent Sandy, “John the Baptist’s ‘Lamb of God’ Affirmation in Its Canoni-
cal and Apocalyptic Milieu,” JETS 34 (1991): 447-59; A. H. Snyman, “Analysis of Mt 3.1 —
4.22,” Neot 11 (1977): 19-31; Wolfgang Trilling, “Die Taufertradition bei Matthéus,” BZ 3
(1959): 271-89; Jeffrey A. Trumbower, “The Role of Malachi in the Career of John the Bap-
tist,” in: Gospels and the Scriptures of Israel (eds. C. A. Evans and W. R. Stegner; JSNTSup
104; Sheffield: Sheffield Academic, 1994), 28-41; Christian Wolff, “Zur Bedeutung
Johannes des Taufers im Markus-evangelium,” 7LZ 102 (1977): 857-65.

* The following commentaries on Mark 1:6 have little or nothing to say about John’s diet
of “locusts and wild honey”: Paul J. Achtemeier, Invitation to Mark: A Commentary
(Doubleday NT Commentary Series; Garden City, NY: Image Books, 1978), 34-5; idem,
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the Baptist.” The same omission is evident in an important study of the Bap-
tist in (mostly Western) art through the centuries.® The disinterest of so many

Mark (Proclamation Commentaries; Philadelphia: Fortress, 21986); Edwin K. Broadhead,
Mark (Readings: A New Biblical Commentary; Sheffield: Sheffield Academic, 2001), 21-3;
Larry W. Hurtado, Mark (New International Biblical Commentary; Peabody, MA: Hendrick-
son, 1989), 16—18; August Klostermann, Das Markusevangelium nach seinem Quellenwerthe
fiir die evangelische Geschichte (Gottingen: Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht, 1867), 22-3; Paul
Lamarche, Evangile de Marc: Commentaire (EBib n.s. 33; Paris: Gabalda, 1996), 38-9;
Dennis E. Nineham, The Gospel of St. Mark (Pelican Gospel Commentaries; New York:
Seabury, 1968 [1963]), 61; Vincent Taylor, The Gospel according to Saint Mark (Grand
Rapids: Baker, *1966), 156; C. H. Turner, The Gospel according to St. Mark: Introduction
and Commentary (London: SPCK, 1928), 12; Julius Wellhausen, Das Evangelium Marci
(Berlin: G. Reimer, Z1909), 4-5; Ben Witherington III, The Gospel of Mark: A Socio-
Rhetorical Commentary (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2001), 73. Similarly, concerning the
relative lack of attention given to John’s diet in commentaries on Matthew: James
Montgomery Boice, The Gospel of Matthew (Vol. 1: The King and His Kingdom: Matthew
1-17; Grand Rapids: Baker, 2001), 49; Margaret Davies, Matthew (Readings: A New Biblical
Commentary; Sheffield: JSOT Press, 1993), 41-2; David E. Garland, Reading Matthew: A
Literary and Theological Commentary on the First Gospel (Reading the NT; New York:
Crossroad, 1993), 33; Donald A. Hagner, Matthew (WBC; Dallas: Word, 1993), 1.48-9;
Douglas R. A. Hare, Matthew (IBC; Louisville: John Knox, 1993), 18-20 (but see idem,
Mark [Westminster Bible Companion; Louisville: Westminster John Knox, 1996], 15); Dan-
iel J. Harrington, The Gospel of Matthew (SP 1; Collegeville, MN: Liturgical Press, 1991),
51; Albert Kirk and Robert E. Obach, 4 Commentary on the Gospel of Matthew (New York:
Paulist, 1978), 37-9; Daniel Patte, The Gospel according to Matthew: A Structural Com-
mentary on Matthew’s Faith (Philadelphia: Fortress, 1987), 48; Eduard Schweizer, The Good
News according to Matthew (Atlanta: John Knox, 1975), 46-7; Donald Senior, Matthew
(ANTC; Nashville: Abingdon, 1998), 52—4.

3 E.g., Gosta Lindeskog, “Johannes der Taufer: Einige Randbemerkungen zum heutigen
Stand der Forschung,” ASTT 12 (1983): 55-83; Jerome Murphy O’Connor, “John the Baptist
and Jesus: History and Hypotheses,” NTS 36 (1990): 359-74; John Reumann, “The Quest for
the Historical Baptist,” in: Understanding the Sacred Text (ed. J. Reumann; Valley Forge,
PA: Judson, 1972), 181-99. Given that Mark 1:6¢||Matt 3:4c has been overlooked by such a
great number of exegetes, it is perhaps not surprising that dxpic was not deemed to be of
sufficient theological significance to merit inclusion in G. Kittel and G. Friedrich, eds.,
Theological Dictionary of the New Testament (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1964-76). There is
also no entry for “locust” in the Dictionary of Jesus and the Gospels (ed. Joel B. Green et al.;
Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity, 1992).

¢ Alexandre Masseron’s study, Saint Jean Baptiste dans I’art (Paris: Arthaud, 1957),
Figures 4, 12, 15, 16, 56, 60, etc., contains any number of paintings and statues of John’s
hairy clothing, but none of his ‘locusts’ or ‘wild honey.” This does not detract from the im-
portance of Masseron’s work, however. As is discussed in chapters 2 and 5, the common
omission among artists is perhaps not surprising, because this diet was unremarkable in an
ancient Near Eastern context and perceived as either extravagant or unpalatable by so many
Christian interpreters through the centuries. Additionally, more recent studies highlight the
scarcity of artistic depictions of Mark 1:6¢||Matt 3:4c: Friedrich-August von Metzsch,
Johannes der Tdufer: Seine Geschichte und seine Darstellung in der Kunst (Munich:
Callwey, 1989), 102, fig. 93; cf. 189; E. Weis, “Johannes der Téufer (Baptista), der Vorlaufer
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fine scholars in John’s food does not, of course, dismiss the value of their
studies. It does, however, show that Mark 1:6¢||Matt 3:4c is a commonly
overlooked biblical passage.

Various passages in the NT gospels offer additional anecdotes about the
diet of John the Baptist.” This monograph focuses in particular on Mark
1:6¢|[Matt 3:4c, according to which John’s food regularly included (v 6
Todvvng . .. £é66iwv, Mark 1:6) or was comprised of (] 8¢ tpo@n v
avT0D, Matt 3:4) “locusts and wild honey.” The remainder of this chapter
surveys these assorted Synoptic passages on John’s food before reviewing the
secondary literature on Mark 1:6¢||Matt 3:4c.

2. “Locusts and Wild Honey” in Mark 1:6 and Matt 3:4

As already mentioned, Mark 1:6 and Matt 3:4 present John in peculiar
clothing and eating a particular diet of “locusts and wild honey:”

Mark 1:6 Matt 3:4
kol v 6 Todvvng évdedupévog tpixog | adtog 8¢ 6 Todvvng eixev 10 Evdoua
KounAov o0TOD A0 TPLYDOV KOUAOV
Ko ovny Seppativiiv mept Ty dc@uv | xoi Lovny deppativnv tepl Thv 0c@ULV
V100 V10D,
Kol gafimv 7 8¢ tpoen AV odTod
AKpidug Kol LEAL Gyplov. Gxpideg kol nél dypiov.

John’s clothing is readily understood as an allusion by Mark (or his source)
to the OT prophet Elijah.® Despite the attempts of certain scholars, a connec-

(Prodromos),” art. Lexikon der christlichen Ikonographie (ed. Engelbert Kirschbaum et al.;
Rome/Freiburg: Herder, 1968-76), 7.164-90; here, 170.

7 The primary sources to be surveyed in this chapter are preserved in the Synoptics: Mark
1:6¢||Matt 3:4c; Mark 2:18||Matt 9:14||Luke 5:33; Q/Luke 7:31-35||Matt 11:16—19; Luke
1:15b. The descriptions of John the Baptist in Josephus (4nr. 18.5.2 [§§116-119]) and the
Fourth Gospel (John 1:6-8, 15, 19—42; 3:22-30; 4:1-3; 5:32-33; 10:40-41) make no mention
of John’s food.

8 Compare Mark 1:6b with 2 Kgs 1:8 (LXX): (dvnv deppotivny teplelmouévog thv
00@UV 0v1o0. Additionally, Zech 13:4 assumes clothing like that described in Mark
1:6a||Matt 3:4a as prophetic garb: “On that day the prophets will be ashamed, every one, of
their visions when they prophesy; they will not put on a hairy mantle (W& N77IR) in order
to deceive.” On this point see Eve-Marie Becker, “‘Kamelhaare... und wilder Honig’: Der
historische Wert und die theologische Bedeutung der biographischen Tdufer-Notiz (Mk 1,6),”
in: Die bleibende Gegenwart des Evangeliums (FS Otto Merk; ed. R. Gebauer and M. Meiser;
Marburger Theologische Studien 76; Marburg: Elwert, 2003), 13-28; here, 15—20; Paul
Joiion, “Le costume d’Elie et celui de Jean Baptiste,” Bib 16 (1935): 74-81; Philipp
Vielhauer, “Tracht und Speise Johannes des Tdufers: Bisher unveroffentlicht,” in: idem,
Aufsditze zum Neuen Testament (TB 31; Munich: Chr. Kaiser, 1965), 47-54; here, 48-53; cf.
Eberhard Nestle, “Zum Mantel aus Kamelshaaren,” ZNW 8 (1907): 238. In the patristic lit-
erature, the connection between John’s clothing and Elijah is recognized already by Clem.,
Str. 3.53.5; Or., Mat. Cat. 39.
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tion with Elijah or, more broadly, a ‘biblical’ origin for John’s diet is not as
readily discerned.’

A subtle but significant difference between Mark 1:6c and Matt 3:4c, al-
luded to above, has been overlooked in previous studies of John’s diet. On
the one hand, in Mark 1:6 the imperfect fjv forms a periphrastic with the per-
fect participle évéedvpuévog and the present participle £60iwv. Accordingly,
Mark 1:6 claims simply that “John had been clothed (v . . . §v8edvuévoc)
with hair from a camel” and that he “was in the habit of eating (qv . ..
¢60imv) locusts and wild honey.”"*

On the other hand, Matthew’s version of this Markan material makes the
more far-reaching claim that John ate only such things: “And his food
consisted of (f|v) locusts and wild honey.”"! Matthew takes over the verb nv
from Mark, but the subject of this verb in Mark 1:6¢ and in Matt 3:4c¢ is dif-
ferent. In Mark 1:6c, the subject is John (6 Twavvng), but in Matt 3:4c¢ it is
his food (] 8¢ Tpo@M ... avToV). With Matthew’s deletion of Mark’s
£€60imv, the claim attains the level of exclusivity in Matthew. Studies of
Matt 3:4 have noted the parallelism achieved by Matthew’s stylistic editing of

® Against Catherine M. Murphy, John the Baptist: Prophet of Purity for a New Age
(Collegeville, MN: Liturgical Press, 2003), 129; R. Alan Cole, The Gospel according to
Mark: An Introduction and Commentary (TNTC 2; Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, >1989 [19617),
107-8; Elizabeth Struthers Malbon, Hearing Mark: A Listener’s Guide (Harrisburg, PA: TP,
2002), 14-15 (emphasis added): “[A]ithough this [Mark 1:2-8] is a very short section, we
hear a bit about what John wears—camel’s hair and a leather belt—and what he eats—Ilocusts
and wild honey. . . . [John] dresses like Elijah. . . , he eats like Elijah, and we know that Eli-
jah is coming before the end time (Malachi 4:5).” Additionally, Josef Ernst, Johannes der
Téufer: Interpretation, Geschichte, Wirkunsgeschichte (BZNW 53; Berlin: de Gruyter, 1989),
6, initially seems to favor a symbolic interpretation of John’s diet and a connection to Elijah:
“Die Wiiste (V. 4) und die absonderliche Kleidung und die Speise (V. 6) erhalten einen
symbolischen Sinn. Markus illustriert am Beispiel des Johannes erzéhlend das Dogma des
Elias redivivus.” Elsewhere, however, Ernst seems less sure of a symbolic connection of all
of Mark 1:4-6 with Elijah: “Die Angaben iiber Kleidung und Speise des Johannes erzihlen
also von den auBergewdhnlichen Lebensformen eines Mannes, der um seine hohe Sendung
wufite. Ob und in welchem Mafe der Elias redivivus-Komplex mitschwingt, ist schwer zu
sagen” (9; cf. 8).

' See BDF §353 and Mark 1:22, 33; 2:18; 10:22; 13:25; John R. Donahue and Daniel J.
Harrington, The Gospel of Mark (SP 2; Collegeville, MN: Liturgical Press, 2002), 63: “The
periphrastic én . . . esthion (lit. ‘was eating’) is used of customary action.”; C. E. B. Cranfield,
The Gospel according to St. Mark (CGTC; Cambridge: Cambridge University, 1959), 47:
“The force of the imperfect here is to indicate habitual action.”; Erich Klostermann, Das
Markusevangelium (HNT 3; Tiibingen: Mohr [Siebeck], 1971 [1919]), 7.

" Craig S. Keener, 4 Commentary on the Gospel of Matthew (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans,
1999), 119, is notable for construing correctly the assertion of Matt 3:4: “[L]ocusts sweetened
with honey constituted John’s entire diet” (emphasis original). So also R. T. France, The
Gospel according to Matthew: An Introduction and Commentary (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans,
1986), 91: “His diet, though limited, was nutritious and readily available in the wilderness.”
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Mark 1:6."> Yet much as Augustine did,” scholarship has overlooked the
different claim made in Matt 3:4c, as compared with that of Mark 1:6¢c. In
this reorganization of Mark’s syntax, the author of Matthew is to be seen as
playing a rather active, and not a passive, role."

As a result, Mark 1:6¢ and Matt 3:4c¢ offer not one but rwo different claims
about John’s diet. These claims merit analysis in connection with depictions
of locust eaters in Jewish and Greco-Roman antiquity (chap. 2), ancient con-
ceptions of “wild honey” (chap. 3) and the significance imputed to John’s diet
in the Synoptic gospels (chap. 4). Additionally, the history of interpretation
of Mark 1:6¢||Matt 3:4c is arguably as interesting as these two Synoptic pas-
sages. A peculiarity stemming from Mark 1:6¢||Matt 3:4c concerns early
Christian reflections on John’s (alleged) asceticism and, sometimes, ‘vege-
tarianism.” Chapter 5 assesses the assorted patristic (and later) interpretations
of John’s “locusts and wild honey,” including the following persons and
works: the Gospel of the Ebionites (Gos. Eb.), several witnesses to Tatian’s
Diatessaron, Clement of Alexandria, Origen, John Chrysostom, Jerome,

12 E.g., Karl L. Schmidt, Der Rahmen der Geschichte Jesu: Literarkritische
Untersuchungen zur dltesten Jesusiiberlieferung (Darmstadt: Wissenschaftliche Buch-
gesellschaft, 1969 [1919]), 22: “Der Parallelabschnitt aus dem Mt Ev (3. 1-6) ist in der Sache
und in der Form im ganzen mit der Mk-Fassung identisch. . . .”; W. D. Davies and Dale C.
Allison, Jr., A Critical and Exegetical Commentary on the Gospel according to Saint Mat-
thew (ICC; Edinburgh: T. & T. Clark, 1988), 1.296: “For Mark’s kai £00i®v Matthew has
substituted ‘the food of him was’. This makes for better parallelism between [Matt 3:]4a and
[3:4]b. The final four words are from Mark, with the necessary adjustment in case ending.”;
Robert H. Gundry, Matthew: A Commentary on His Handbook for a Mixed Church under
Persecution (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 21994), 45: In Matt 3:4, ““He had his clothing from
hair’ replaces Mark’s ‘was clothed with hair.” The replacement prepares for parallelism (a
characteristic of Matthew’s style) between ‘clothing” and ‘food.”” So also Alan H. McNeile,
The Gospel according to St. Matthew (London: Macmillan, 1915 [= Grand Rapids: Baker,
1980]), 25-6; Gerd Hifner, Der verheissene Vorldufer: Redaktionskritische Untersuchung
zur Darstellung Johannes des Tdufers im Matthdus-Evangelium (SBB 27; Stuttgart:
Katholisches Bibelwerk, 1994), 22: “Die mk Conjugatio periphrastica . . . wird in eine
substantivische Konstruktion umgewandelt, die zwei parallele Hauptsitze ergibt (eixev 10
gvdupa adtod ... N 8& tpoen HV 00T0D); so wird der Notiz ein groBeres Gewicht
verliehen als in der Fassung des Mk.” Hifner is on the right track in noting that in Matt 3:4
the statement has “a larger weight” than in Mark 1:6, but he does not make the case that the
parallel construction is the reason for the heightened statement in Matthew. Indeed, Hifner’s
analysis of Matt 3:4 (22-3) and excursus on John’s “hairy mantel” (23-31) otherwise ignore
John’s diet.

3 August., De cons. evang. 2.12 (2.25), on Matt 3:4c: “Mark also gives us this same
statement almost in so many words. But the other two evangelists omit it.”

'* Against Hans Windisch, “Die Notiz iiber Tracht und Speise des Taufers Johannes und
ihre Entsprechungen in der Jesusiiberlieferung,” ZNW 32 (1933): 65-87; here, 67: “Die
entscheidenden Bezeichnungen sind aber identisch. . .”; Vielhauer, “Tracht und Speise,” 47,
that Mark 1:6 “ist bei Matthius (3,4) stilistisch geglittet, aber sachlich unverindert erhalten”
(47).
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Gregory of Nyssa, Chromatius of Aquileia, Hilary of Poitiers, Peter
Chrysologus, Theodore of Mopsuestia, Theodore of Pelusium, the Karshuni
Life of John, the Slavonic additions to Josephus, and Theophylactus of
Ochrida. A brief epilogue on the Baptist’s deed of eating “locusts and wild
honey” as a witness to the historical John and on early Christian biblical
interpretation and conceptions of asceticism completes this volume. The re-
mainder of this chapter surveys other Synoptic traditions about John’s diet
and assesses the history of scholarship on this subject.

3. Other Synoptic Traditions Pertaining to John’s Diet
a) The Question about Fasting (Mark 2:18 par.)

Since Mark 1:6¢||Matt 3:4¢ is commonly discussed in relation to other
Synoptic passages that touch upon John’s diet, a few comments about these
passages will offer some clarification (and, hopefully, justification) for the
assessment of scholarship to be given below. Elsewhere in the gospel of
Mark, which is followed by both Matthew and Luke, one learns that John’s
disciples practiced fasting:

Matt 9:14 Mark 2:18 Luke 5:33

Kol foav oi padntol

Twdvvov kol ot

Dapioaiol YIGTEVOVIES.
Téte mpocépyovion KoL EpYovIal
oVTH Ol pobnTol Kl AéyouoLy avtdr Oi 8¢ simav mpdg avTéY:
Todvvov Aéyovreg S1a ti ol podntal ot paontar Todvvov
Sudx Tl Mueig Todvvoy Kol 01 LadnNTal | YNOTEUoUsLY TUKVE Kol
kat ol Gapioaion TV dapioainv denoeig moovvron
vnotevouey {roAial, VNGTEVOUGLY, Opoilm¢g XOl Ol TV

Dopioaionv,

oi 8¢ poudntai cov oV | 01 88 ool padnTtal oV | ol 3¢ ool £0Biovov Kal
V6 TEVOVGLY; VIIGTEVOVOLY, TivouoLV.

The question in Mark and Matthew is predicated upon John’s disciples’ and
the Pharisees’ discipline of fasting, as compared with the lack of such a prac-
tice on the part of Jesus’ disciples. Mark again uses a periphrastic
construction of an imperfect form of €ipi with a present participle to describe
dietary practice (Qoav . . . vnotevovieg, Mark 2:18; cf. 1:6). Yet in Mark’s
account it is not clear whether those who “come” (§pxovtai) to Jesus are
from John’s disciples, the Pharisees, both groups, or some other group.'

5 Cf. A. Schlatter Johannes der Tcufer, 88: “Markus [2:18] hat ein ganz unbestimmtes
Subjekt.” The NRSV attempts (in my view, implausibly) to clarify Mark 2:18 by inferring
yet a third group in addition to John’s disciples and the Pharisees: “and people came and said
to him.” So also C. H. Turner, Mark, 19 (emphasis original). “they came: not John’s
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Matthew and Luke clarify the Markan ambiguity in different ways. In
Matt 9:14, the dropping of Mark’s periphrastic (cf. Matt 3:4) is not nearly as
remarkable as Matthew’s clarification that it was John’s disciples who asked
Jesus the question about fasting. In Luke 5:33, however, the subject of eimov
is not John’s disciples but rather “the Pharisees and their scribes” (Luke 5:30;
cf. mention of only Pharisees in Mark 2:16||Matt 9:11). Despite these differ-
ences, the depictions of the diet of John’s disciples in Mark 2:18 par. may be
seen as complementary (pace the different claims made in Mark 1:6¢ and
Matt 3:4c¢ [no Lukan parallel]).

Taken as a whole, this pericope (Mark 2:18-20 par.) trumpets the superi-
ority of the bridegroom Jesus to those who practice fasting. This presumed
preeminence explains why John’s disciples fast and Jesus’ do not (or at least
did not during Jesus’ lifetime). Such an underlying motivation does not,
however, cast doubt upon the pericope’s central claim that John’s disciples,
like the Pharisees (and many other pious Jews), fasted.'® Additionally, that
embarrassment could have arisen from Jesus’ disciples’ absten-
tion—whenever and for whatever reason—from fasting (pace Did. 8.1) adds
to the credibility of this testimony concerning John’s disciples’ habit of fast-
ing. Since this practice is assumed for the Baptist’s disciples, it may plausibly
be inferred for John as well.

For the present study, it is noteworthy that the testimony of Mark
2:18||Matt 9:14{|Luke 5:33 neither sheds any light on nor is to be connected to
Mark 1:6¢ or Matt 3:4c. The one witness involves the consumption of par-
ticular foods (Mark 1:6 par.), and the other mentions occasional refraining
from all foods (Mark 2:18 par.). Because the two Synoptic testimonies nei-
ther support nor refute one another, they should not be harmonized."

disciples, nor those of the Pharisees, but ‘people came.” Mark is fond of this impersonal
plural. ...”

'® With Michael Tilly, Johannes der Tdufer und die Biographie der Propheten: Die
synoptische Tduferiiberlieferung und das jiidische Prophetenbild zur Zeit des Tdufers
(BWANT 7/17; Stuttgart: W. Kohlhammer, 1994), 49; E. P. Sanders, Jesus and Judaism
(London: SCM/Philadelphia: Fortress, 1985), 92: “[John] and his disciples fasted, while Jesus
and his disciples did not (Mark 2.18f. and par.). Jesus was known as ‘a wine-bibber and a
glutton’ (Matt. 11.19 and par.), and his mission was to include sinners (ibid.). While it is
possible that these contrasts have become schematized, there is no particular argument to be
brought against any of them, and they probably point to remembered differences between the
two men. . ..”

17 Against Tilly, Johannes der Tdufer, 48-51; here, 48, who offers “Die Fastenfrage (Mk
2,18) als Beleg fiir die Authentie von Mk 1,6.” Nor should one infer, e.g., that John or his
disciples fasted (Matt 9:14) because they needed a break from constantly eating “locusts and
wild honey” (as Matt 3:4c might suggest)!
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b) Q/Luke 7:31-35 and Q/Matt 11:16-19: John and Jesus

A third Synoptic passage concerning John’s diet stems from Q/Luke
7:31-35. This Q saying condemns “(the people of) this generation” (Luke
7:31||Matt 11:16) for listening to neither John nor Jesus, despite these two in-
dividuals’ different modi operandi with regard to food and drink:

Q/Luke 7:32b-34 Q/Matt 11:17-19a
NOANCUUEV DUV KOL 00K Qpyioacte, | MOAGauey DUV KUl 0VK OpYoacos,
£0pMVNGUNIEY KUl OVK EKAVOUTE. £0pTVIoUUEY KO OVK EKOWOGHE.
£MAuBev yap Todvvng 6 Bartiotng NABev Y&p Todvvng
uM €60iov dptov unte mivov olvov, unte £08iov pite Tivay,

KoL Aéyete dayudviov £xel Kol AEyovoiy: doupdviov €xgt.

éAfAvBev 0 wvidg 100 &vBpdTov | RABEV 6 VidG 10D &vBpBOTOL

¢o0iov kol mivov, xal Adyere 1o | €ofimv kol Tivev, kol Aéyovoy i8ov
AVOPOTOG PAYOS KO OLVOTTOTNC, avOpoTog @AYo KUl 0ivomdTng,
@lL0g TEAOVAV KO QUOPTOAGDV. TEAOVAV QIO KOl GUAPTOAGDV.

Jesus’ “eating and drinking” is contrasted with John’s refraining from the
same. In both Luke 7:33 and Matt 11:18, John’s abstinence is attributed to
his possessing power from a demon (dopdviov €xel); it is not specified
whether this is a result of some affliction or, perhaps, by a shaman’s or magi-
cian’s cunning.

As noted with Mark 1:6¢ and Matt 3:4c, the depictions of John’s diet in
this Q material, as preserved in Luke 7 and Matthew 11, are to be differenti-
ated. Q/Luke 7:33 makes the historically plausible claims that John refrained
from food(s) (&ptov; cf. DD%) eaten by most (Palestinian) Jews and that the
Baptist did not partake of alcoholic beverages (0ivov). By contrast, Matthew
(again) makes a more far-reaching claim about the Baptist: Jesus ate and
drank like other Judeans, but John did not eat or drink anything (Matt
11:18-19).

However desirable, the attempt to reconstruct the original content of this Q
saying may not be possible. By analogy to the heightened claim of Matt 3:4¢
over against Mark 1:6c¢, one could infer that an analogous redactional princi-
ple governed Matthew’s heightening the claim of Q/Matt 11:18." The

'® But see Maurice Casey, An Aramaic approach to Q: Sources for the Gospels of Mat-
thew and Luke (SNTSMS 122; Cambridge: Cambridge University, 2002), 105-45; here, 132:
“I have supposed that Matthew’s pnte €o0iov prte mwivev reproduces his Greek
source. . . . Luke expanded this because it could not be true if interpreted too literally.” So
also I. Howard Marshall, The Gospel of Luke: A Commentary on the Greek Text (NIGTC 3;
Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1978), 301; Joseph A. Fitzmyer, The Gospel according to Luke:
Introduction, Translation, and Notes (AB 28; Garden City, NY: Doubleday, 1981-85), 1.678;
K. Backhaus, Die “Jiingerkreise” des Tdufers Johannes, 68—9, who likewise maintain that
&ptov and oivov were not present in Q but added by Luke as a clarification. Cf. Luke 5:33
(that Jesus’ disciples £€68iovoiv Kol ®ivovoiv), instead of 00 vnotevovowv (Mark
2:18||Matt 9:14).
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discussion will return to this Q material after considering briefly a final Syn-
optic passage, Luke 1:15b.

¢)John the Nazarite (L/Luke 1:15b) in Relation to Q/Luke 7:31-35 and
O/Matt 11:16-19

Attempts have sometimes been made to interpret the Q material discussed
immediately above (Luke 7:33||Matt 11:16-19) in light of Luke 1:15b, ac-
cording to which John “must never drink wine or beer.”"’ Such interpreters
take the Q material as an example of John’s Nazarite asceticism. This inter-
pretation does not satisfy for several reasons:

1. The quasi-Nazarite vow imputed to John prior to his birth (Luke 1:15b)
stipulates abstinence from alcohol but no other dietary restriction. By con-
trast, Q/Luke 7:33 highlights John’s refraining not only from alcoholic
beverages but also from the type(s) of food commonly eaten by other Judeans.

2. The Nazarite vow, taken by adults (!), was temporary and not a life-long
commitment.”* Whatever may have been expected of the unborn John would
not necessarily have remained in practice during John’s adult life.

3. Like virtually all of Luke 1-2, Luke 1:15b is peculiar to this gospel and was
thus either composed by this evangelist or drawn from special Lukan tradition
(L). It is thus tenuous at best to interpret Q/Luke 7:33 in light of a different
tradition that was either composed by Luke or drawn from L (not “Q,” since
Matthew reflects no interest in John’s birth).

Given that Luke 7:31-35[|Matt 11:16-19 differs also from the Markan pas-
sages examined above (Mark 1:6¢ par.; Mark 2:18 par.), it follows that the
two versions of this Q saying must also be interpreted independently of other
Synoptic traditions pertaining to John’s diet.

d) Synoptic Traditions Pertaining to John’s Diet: The Case
against Harmonization

The flawed tendency in scholarship toward the harmonization of two or
more of these Synoptic passages (Mark 1:6¢||Matt 3:4c; Mark 2:18||Matt
9:14||Luke 5:33; Luke 7:31-35||Matt 11:16—19; Luke 1:15b) cannot be over-

' Gk.: oivov kel oikepa 0¥ pf win. Concerning the translation of Gikepo:, Danker,
BDAG, 923, calls attention to a cognate Akkadian term for “barley beer” and notes, “It is not
possible to determine whether o[{kepa] was considered any stronger than wine; the
rendering ‘strong drink’ (in so many versions) may be misleading.” Cf. Lev 10:9; Num
6:2-5; Judg 13:4-7; 1 Sam 1:11 (LXX); 4QSam” 1:3.

2 with E. Schweizer, Luke, 22; J. P. Meier, Marginal Jew, 2.48, against a Nazarite inter-
pretation of John’s diet: John is never depicted “abstaining from cutting [his] hair, perhaps
the single most striking sign of a nazarite.”



Gen
1
3:1
27:5-17
27:33
43:11

Exod
3:8, 17
10:3-20
10:19
13:5
16:15
16:31
16:31¢ (LXX)
33:3

Lev
2:11
10:9
11
11:9-12
11:13-23
11:13-19
11:20-23

11:21-22
11:21

11:22

11:22 (LXX)
11:24-42
20:24

Num
6:1-21
6:2-5
11:8¢ (LXX)

Index of References

1. Hebrew Bible

4445
52
56
56
82 n.S

84 n.19
38-39, 40 n.11
105

84 n.19

87

82 n.5

139

84 n.19

86-87

10 n.19

121, 196

43

43

43, 156

13 n.25, 16, 41,
49-50, 51, 53,
58, 59-60, 87,
118, 121, 156,
167-168, 179
51-52

44

43-46, 67 n.96
41, 52 nn.48-49
43

84 n.19

29
10 n.19
139

13:27
14:8
16:13-14
21

Deut
6:3
8:8
11:9
14:19

269, 15
28:38

31:20
32:13

Judg
5:6
6:5
7:12
13:4-7
14:8-9

1 Sam
1:11 (LXX)
14:25

1 Kgs
8:37
18:30-45
19:1-8
19:4-8
19:4, 15

2 Kgs
1:8 (LXX)

84 n.19
84 n.19
84 n.19
160

84 n.19

82 n.5

84 n.19
49-50, 51, 53,
59 n.72, 118,
196

84 n.19
38,40 n.12, 42
n.20

84 n.19

85

84 n.19
40 n.14
40 n.14
10 n.19
85

10 n.19
85

40 n.12
122 n.86
126

123, 179
122 n.86

4 n.8, 26, 97,
121, 122 n.85,
132, 133



236

2

2:1, 11

2:11-12

2:12-15

18:32

21:1-18
Isa

33:4

40

40:3

40:22
Jer

11:5

41:8

46:20-23

51:14, 27
Ezek

33

16:13, 19

20:6, 15

27:17
Hos 2:14-15
Joel

1:4

2:18-27

2:25
Amos 4:9, 7:1
Nah 3:15-17

130

129

132

129 n.100
84 n.19
126

40 n.15

18, 22, 26, 120,
121-122, 125,
129, 132

27, 98, 120 n.80,
121, 122-123,
131, 132, 154,
183, 197

44

84 n.19
82 n.5
40 n.14
40 n.14

82 n.S

82 n.5

84 n.19

84-85 n.19, 95
n.52

123

40 n.12, 41
42 n.20
40 n.12, 41

40 n.12

4041

Indices

Zech 13:4

Mal
3:1

3:11
3:23-24
3:23

19:10

28:3 (LXX)
28:7-8 (LXX)
78:46

81:16
105:34
109:23
119:103

Job
1:1, 8 (LXX)
2:3 (LXX)
20:17
30:7 (LXX)
39:19-25

Prov
5:3
24:13
25:16
25:27a
27:7
30:24, 27

Song 4:11
Eccl 12:5 (LXX)
Dan 1:8-21

2 Chr 6:28, 7:13

4n.8, 122 n.84

120 n.80, 121,
123, 124, 130
40

129

120 n.80

82 n.5

162

161-162

29 n.121, 40
n.12

85

40 n.12

40 n.16

82 n.5

165 n.104
165 n.104
84 n.19
91 n42
40 n.15

82 n.5

82 n.5

81 n2,82n.5
81,82 n.5

82 n.5

41

82 n.5
172-173
185

40 n.12



Artapanus

Assumption of Moses
10.34

b. Hullin
63b (I1.10.B)
65a (IV.1.A)

65a (IV.2.B)

65a—66a (IV.3.C—
IV.5.C)

66a—67a (V.1-2)

Baruch
1:20
5:7

3 Baruch 16.3

1 Enoch
1.6
90.31

2 Enoch
8.1-4
8.5-6 (1)
22.8-9(J)

2 Esdras
2:19
4:24

Ezekiel the Tragedian
144-146

4 Ezra 6.26

Joseph and Aseneth
16.8-23

Josephus
Ant.
2.6.5 (§118)
2.14.4 (§306)
3.1.6 (§28)

Other Jewish Sources (Pre-Modern)

2. Other Jewish Sources (Pre-Modern)

40 n.11

120 n.80

57 n.62

57, 119-120
n.78

58

58

57

84 n.19
120 n.80
42-43 n.20

120 n.80
129

96, 98 n.62
96 n.55
96

84 n.19
4041 n.16

40 n.11

129

88 n.31

82 n.5
40 n.11, 42 n.20
82 n.5

10.10.2 (§190)
14.7.4 (§124)
18.5.2 (§§116-

119)
B.J.
1.9.1 (§184)
2.7.2 (§110)
2.7.3 (§111)
2.8.8 (§143)
4.8.3 (§468)

4.9.7 (§536)
Vita 2 §11

Jubilees
1.7
48.5

Judith 2:20
Letter of Aristeas

109
112
128-172
144b-146a

Lives of the Prophets
4:14

2 Maccabees
5:21-27
5:21-26
5:27

Martyrdom and
Ascension of Isaiah
2:7-11
2.7-10
2.11

237

185
82 n.5

4n.7,117 n.67

82 n.5

176 n.150

176 n.150

54 n.54

28 n.115, 88,
97-98

42-43 n.20

23 n.89, 33
n.135, 126-128,
133, 183 n.172,
185, 198

84 n.19
40 n.11

40 n.14

45, 53, 56, 60,
196

95 n.51

95,97 n.59

51

51, 52, 107
n.28, 119

185

183 n.172, 185
125-126

126, 133, 174,
176 n.148, 198

183 n.172
126

126, 133, 142
n.31, 198



238

Midrashim

Genesis Midrash
(Toledoth) 67.2
Lamentations Mid-
rash (Proems) 34

Mishnah

m. ‘Abod. Zar. 2:7
m. °Ed. 8:4
m. ‘Uq.
3.9
3:10
. B. Mesia 9:6
. B. Qam. 10:4
Ber. 6:3
Bik.
1:3
1:10
3:9
Hal. 1:4
m. Hul.
3.7
8:1
m. Kelim 24:15
. Ker. 5:1
m. Ma<as. §.
2:1
5:13
Maks.
5:9
6:4
. Ned. 6:8-9
. Pesah. 3:5
. Qidd. 2:2
Sabb.
8:1
9:7
12:5
22:1
m. Seb. 10:7
. Sebu. 3:3
m. Sotah
9:12
9:15
m. Ta‘an. 3:5
. Tehar. 3:2
m. Ter.
10:8-9
10:9

3 EREEE

3

3

I 3§ S

3

3

56
56-57

196
55, 88 n.28
54

55 n.57

88 n.28
42-43 n.20
88 n.27

54

88 n.29
88 n.27
88 n.29
88 n.27

55, 58

65, 119 n.76

55-56
55, 65

88 n.27
88 n.27

88 n.27

88 n.28
88, 97-98
40-41 n.16
88 n.27

88 n.27
55

88 n.27
88 n.27
88 n.28
88 n.27

88 n.27
42-43 n.20
42-43 n.20
88 n.27

55 n.57
54

Indices

11:2-3

Moses Maimonides

Holiness
5.2.1.21-23

Philo of Alexandria

Congr. 169
De vita Mos.

1.121, 122, 126

1.145
Der. 115, 117, 118
Fug. 138
Hypothetica 11.8
Leg.

2.105-106

2.105
Opif. 58 (163)
Praem. 128.3
Spec. 1.291-292

Qumran Literature

1QS 6:4-5
1QSa 2:17-21
2Q5 (paleoLev)
4Q365
4Q372 f3:5
4Q378 f11:6
4Q386 2:5
4QSam” 1:3
11Q19[11QT"
48:3-5
60:9
Damascus Docu
ment” (CD-A)
12:11b-15a

MasLev’

Sibylline Oracles

3.622
3.741-746
5.281-283
5.454

88 n.29
51, 57, 119, 196
57-58, 119

60, 172, 196
87 n.24

40 n.11

40 n.11

82 n.5

87

29, 54 n.54, 86
51

52

119

52 n.48, 67 n.96
40 n.12, 42 n.20
86-87, 172
n.128

Psalms of Solomon11.1 123

31 n.130
31 n.130
53

53

82 n.5
82 n.5
82 n.5
10 n.19

52-53, 119 n.75
82 n.5

29, 60, 165, 196
16, 53-54,
85-86, 104,
106, 119, 132,
165 n.105, 200
53

84 n.19

96, 98 n.62
96, 98 n.62
42-43 n.20



Sirach
11:3
43:17
46:8
48:1-10
48:24

Aelian
NA
1.9-11
1.20

1.59-60
2.53, 57
3.12
3.35, 38
59,13
5.10-13
542

6.19
8.6
10.13
10.44
11.26
11.27
11.35
15.7
17.19
17.37
VH 4.22.4

Aeschylus, Frr.
10.D.100
36.B.402

Aesop’s Fables
184 (183)
241 (224)
397

Aétius of Amida
latricorum
3.166.1-8
8.50.179

Greco-Roman Sources

81

40 n.15
84 n.19
129

120 n.80

Testament of Solomon

26.5 (§129)

Wisdom of Solomon

16:8-9

3. Greco-Roman Sources

59

84 n.17

65 n.90, 66-67
n.95

84 n.17

84 n.17

42 n.20, 63 n.83
65 n.90

65 n.90

84 n.17

84 nn.16-17,
118 n.69

65 nn.89-90
63 n.83

38 n.8

65 n.89

65 n.90

42 n.20

84 n.17

97, 98 n.62
42 n.20

84 n.17

62

62 n.77
62 n.77

66 n.95

67 n.97, 77
77, 79 n.129,
183-184 n.173

97 n.58, 98 n.62
97 n.58, 98 n.62

8.76.101

239

49

40 n.11

97 n.58, 98 n.62

Agatharchides of Cnidus68-69

De mar. Eryth.
5.59 (5.58)

70 n.107, 104
n. 16

Alexander of Aphrodisias

In Aristotelis meta-

physica commentaria

535.35

Alexis

52 n.48

75

Fr.167.13 (162.13) 64, 79 n.128,

Anaxandrides

Fr. 42.59 (41.59)

Apicius

De re coquinaria

Apuleius, Met. 1.5

Aratus Solensis
Phaen.
96-136
105-114
115-128
129-136

101 n.3

64 n.85, 79
n. 128, 101 n.3,
181-182

80 n.132

84 n.16, 118
n.69

136, 186, 192

185

145-146 n.44
146 n.45

146

Aristonicus Alexandrinus

De sig. 1. 9.324.1

De sig. Od.
4.285-289

63 n.83

40 n.13
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Aristophanes
Ach.
149-152
870-871

1114-1117

1130
Av. 588-589

Aristophanes of
Byzantium, Epit.
1.20
1.139
2.57-58
2.57.1
2.57.4

2.57.7
2.58.1-2

Aristotle
Aud. 804A
GA
1.16 (721A)
3.10 (760A)
3.10 (760B)

HA
4.7 (532B)
4.9 (535B)
5.19 (550B)
5.22 (533B)

5.22 (554A)
5.22 (554B)

5.28-30 (555B—
556B)
5.30 (556B)

5.42
8(9).6 (6124)
8(9).40 (623B,
626A-B,
6278)
8(9).40 (626B)

Indices

42 n.19

62-63, 79 n.128,
101 n.3

62-63, 79 n.128,
101 n.3

82 n.5

42 n.20

68—69

66

65 n.90

68 n.102

104 n.16

69 n.104, 104
n.lé6

69 n.105

69, 104 n.16

84, 91, 196
65 n.90

66 n.93

84 n.15

84 n.16, 118
n.69

65

65 n.90

65 n.89, 66 n.93
84 nn.15-16,
118 n.69

114 n.55

84 n.16, 118
n.69

66 n.93

65 n.90, 66-67,
79 n.128, 101
n.3

89 n.34

52 n.48, 66 n.92

84 n.15
91 n41

8(9).40 (626B—

627A)

10.6 (637B)

PA 4.6 (683A)

Athenaeus, Deip.
4.132F-133F
4.133B

8.345E

Cato, Rust.
76-84
76

106
111
157

Columella, Rust.
9.2-16

9.4.7

Cyranides
1.15.12-14
3.33.9-12

Dinarchus, Fr. 6.3

Dio Chrysostom

Disc.
1.61-62
4.70
13.10-11
60.7-8

Or.
6.12
55.10-11

Diodorus Siculus
Hist.
1.87.6
3.29.1-6

84 n.16, 118
n.69

66 n.93

44 n.25

196

74-75

65 .90, 79
n.129, 101 n.3,
183 n.173

75 n.116

84 n.17

84 n.16, 117
n.69

105 n.21
105 n.21
185 n.177

84 1n.17, 118
n.69
84 n.16, 91-92

42 n.20
40 n.13

40 n.14
136, 192

186
186
186
186

186
74

68-69, 165, 196

40 n.13

69-70, 79 n.128,
101 n.3, 104
n.16, 106, 121,
122, 165 n.105



19.94.1-10

19.94.10

Diogenes Laertius, Lives

6.9.102
8.1.19

Dioscorides Pedanius

De mat. med.
2.51-52

Euripides, Bacch.
704-711

Galen
De alim. fac.
470471
739-742
De loc. aff.

1.4.8.391-392

2.5.8.406

6.2.7.507-509

6.3.7.512

De simp. med. temp.

11.13.312

In Hipp. aph.
1.9.57

Nat. fac.
11.115-118

UP32

Geoponica
1.8, 10
7.1-2
7.8.1-2
15.2-9

15.7
17.19
20.32, 44

Hecataeus of Abdera

Fr.25.(1427.)87.6

Hephaestion 1.20-21

Greco-Roman Sources

93-94, 98, 197
n.5
96

23 n.88
23 n.87

196

76, 79 n.129,
101 n.3,
183-184 n.173

95
168

114 n.53
97

75

75 n.118

75 n.118

63 n.83, 75-76

75-76, 79 n.129,
101 n.3,
183-184 n.173

42 n.20

114 n.53
6566

4243 n.20
4243 n.20
105

84 n.17,118
n.69

84 n.16

75 n.118

64

63 n.83

4243 n.20

Herodotus
Hist. 4.172
Hesiod

Homer
1. 21.12

Od. 4.287-288

Life of Aesop 99

Lucretius

Menander Protector
Fr. 108

Nepualius
31
86

Nicander, Ther.
801-805

Nicophon, Aphr. 1.2

Oribasius, Ecl. Med. Fr.

63.5 (64.5)

Pausanias, Descr. Gr.

1.24.8

Palladius, De vet. med.

2.18
3.27

5.7

6.8

7.7, 11
11.13, 14

12.8

241

28
62, 68, 79
n.128, 101 n.3

146 n.46

62, 69 n.106,
105 n.21
40 n.13, 62

64-65, 77, 79
n.128, 101 n.3

146 n.46

40 n.14

51 n47
42 n.20

42 n.19
63

196
76, 79 n.129,
183-184 n.173

42 n.20

84 n.16, 118
n.69

84 n.16, 118
n.69

84 n.17, 118
n.69

84 n.17, 118
n.69

84 nn.16-17,
118 n.69

84 nn.16-17,
118 n.69

84 n.17, 118
n.69
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PColZen 114m 6

Philostratus
VA 1.8

Phylarchus, Fr. 4b.2

Plato
Phdr.
10 (230C)
10 (259A-D)
Symp. 203B
Ti. S9E-60B

Pliny (the Elder), HN

6.35.178-197
6.35.195

11.4.11-
11.23.70

11.9.19
11.13.32

11.14.34-35
11.14.36-37
11.15.38-40
11.15.41-45
11.15.41
11.19.59
11.32-33

11.32.92

11.35.101
11.35.103
11.35.104-106
11.35.106

15.7.32
21.43.73-76
21.44.74-75
21.44.74
21.44.75

42-43 n.20

136, 192
185-186

62 n.77

65 n.90

65 n.90

31 n.130
94-95, 98 n.62

14, 28, 68, 80,
196

72-73, 122

79 n.129, 80
n.131, 101 n.3,
183 n.173

84 n.17, 90, 118
n.69

90-91

91 n40, 114
n.55

91

91

91 n.40

91

9798

91 n.42

84 n.16, 118
n.69

72 n.112, 79
n.128, 80 n.131,
101 n.3, 104
105 n.20

105

42 n.20

72, 79 n.128, 80
n.131, 101 n.3,
104

93, 98 n.62

91 n.40

98 n.60, 197 n.4
90

90 n.36

Indices

21.45.77

30.21.68

Plutarch
Amat. 767D
De soll. an.
962D
976D

Quaest. conv.

90, 98 n.60, 197
n.4

76, 79 n.128,
101 n.3, 104

136, 192, 196
66-67 n.95

43 n.21
63 n.83, 74, 79
n.129, 183 n.173

2.3 (636E, 637B) 67 n.98

4.1 (660F)

8.7.3 (727A)

8.7.3 (727E)

Sull. 7.6

Porphyry

De antr. nymph. 16

Posidonius
Fr. 66.7 (80.8)

Pseudo-Aristotle
Mir. ausc.
16-22
18

22
139
176

Pseudo-Dioscorides

De mat. med.

2.115 (2.109)

PTebt 772.1-3

Seneca (the Younger)

Ep. 6.5

Sophocles, Fr. 716

66 n.95

64 n.84, 185
n.176

63-64, 74 n.114,
79 n.129, 183
n.173, 184-185
63 n.83, 74
n.114, 185 n.177

31 n.130

42 n.20

84 n.15

89, 98 n.60, 197
n.4

93 n45

67 n.96

67 n.96

76, 79 n.129,
183-184 n.173

42 n.20

195

62 n.77



Strabo, Geog.
12.3.18

13.1.64
15.1.20-21
16.1.14
16.4.4-14
16.4.12

17.3.10

Theocritus, /d.
1.45-56
1.52

5.34
5.108-111
7.41

Theophrastus

Enquiry into Plants

1.11.2

Matt
2:13-18
3:1-6
34
3:4ab
3:4c

9:14
11:11
11:16-19
11:18-19
13:54-58
16:13-14
17:10-13

Mark
1:2-8

1:2-3

New Testament

14, 28, 68, 74,
165, 196
89-90, 98 n.60,
197 n4

40 n.13

90 n.35

90 n.35

71

71-72, 79 n.129,
101 n.3, 104,
122, 165 n.105,
183 n.173

71 n.110

64 n.85

79 n.128, 101
n.3

65 n.90

42 n.20

65 n.90

179 n.158

Fr. 17434
Sens. 84

Timaeus, Fr.
43a.5-6, 19, 23
43b.5, 14, 32

Varro, Rust.
3.16.2-38

3.16.13-14
3.16.24
3.16.26-28

Virgil
Ecl.
4.29-30
5.74-8
Georg. 1.31

Xenophon, An.
4.8.20-21

4. New Testament

175

124-128

4-7

134 n.3

70, 82-83, 87,
108-109, 116,
124-128

7-8, 10-11
154-155

9-11

25,205 n.25
131

131, 197 n.6
130, 197 n.6

70, 121-123,
183
166

1:3a, 4a
1:5
1:5a
1:6

1:6ab
1:6¢

1:9-11
1:9
1:13
1:22, 33
2:18

6:1-6a
6:14-29
6:14-15
7:1-23

243

65 n.89
95, 98 n.62

65 n.90
65 n.90

84 n.17, 118
n.69

84 n.16

88 n.30

84 n.16

146 n.46

96, 98 n.62
66 n.95
96 n.53

89, 98 n.60, 197
n.4

141, 162

106, 162

117 n.67

4-7, 166, 197
n.7

73, 121, 132,
134 n.3,
82-83, 87, 106,
120, 121-123
123, 132

106

123, 133
5n.10

5 n.10, 7-8,
10-11, 117, 205
n.25

131

110, 130

131, 197 n.6
24 n.91, 60



244

8:27-28
9:9-13
9:11-13
10:22
11:32
13:25
16:19

Luke
1:15

1:24-26
1:76

1:80

3:2

3:4

3:15
3:23
4:16-24
4:25, 26
5:33
7:11-16
7:24-27

7:24
7:28
7:31-35
7:33

9:7-8
9:18-19
24:42
24:51

John
1:6-8, 15, 19-42
1:19-21
1:20

131, 197 n.6
123 n.89

130, 197 nn.6-7
5n.10

117 n.67

5n.10

131-132

10-12, 24, 29,
32,205 n.25
130-131, 197
n.7

110 n.37
130-131, 197
n.7

124, 143 n.34,
149 n.53

124

124

149

110 n.37

131

130, 197 n.6
7-8, 10-11
131, 197 n.6
130-131, 197
n.7

117

154-155

9-11

9-12, 24, 31,
205 n.25

131, 197 n.6
131, 197 n.6
31 n.130

132 n.110, 197
n.6

4n.7
130 n.102
138

Indices

1:21
1:23
1:28
3:22-30
3:25-27
3:25-30
4:1-3
5:32-33
5:39
10:40-41
10:40

Acts
1:2, 11, 22

10
18:25

1 Cor
1:12-17
4:16
7:7-8
10:9-11
10:27b
10:33
11:1

Gal

2:11-14

4:12
1 Thess 1:6-7, 2:14
2 Tim 3:16

Heb 6:12, 12:1-2,
13:12-13

1 Pet 2:21
Rev

9:1-11
9:3,7

123, 132 n.112
26
106
4n.7
117
138
4 n.7
4 n.7
150
4 n.7
106

132 n.110, 197
n.6
154
117

123 n.90
135 n.6

135 n.6

160-161
100

135 n.6

135 n.6

120 n.79, 205
135 n.6
135 n.6

135, 205

135 n.6

135

40 n.15
4243 n.20



Ambrose of Milan
De helia et ieiunio
3.4 (537B)
11.40 (547D)

Ep. 39(14).29

Expositio Euangelii

secundum Lucam
Prol.3
1.36
2.69-70

Aphrahat the Persian

Demonstration 6.13

Arnobius (the Elder)
of Sicca, Adv.
Gentes 1.3-13

Arnobius the Younger

Exposit. in Matt. 3

Athanasius of
Alexandria

Ep. virg. 1.7-8
Fragmenta in
Matthceum

7

8A

8B

Augustine

Civ. Dei 3.31
Conf. 10.46-47

Contra Faustum

Manichaeum 16.31

De cons. evang.

2.12 (2.25)

Bar-Hebraeus

Other Christian Literature

5. Other Christian Literature

166, 192

166-167

138 n.15, 167
n.110, 200
166-167

166-167
166 n.108
166 n.108

179 n.159
174 n.139

4243 n.20

150, 191, 192,
198
151, 152-153

171, 175, 179,
192, 198 n.8
160 n.87

172 n.126
172-173
172 n.126

166, 179 n.159,
192, 202
4243 n.20

19 n.64,
167-168

168
6, 129

141, 143-144,
147, 192

Bar-Salibi

Basil of Caesarea

De ieiunio 1.9
Ep. 425
Hom. 8.7

Chromatius of Aquileia

Tractatus in
Matthaeum 9.1

1 Clement 47:1-6

Clement of Alexandria

Paed.
2.1
2.11
2.16.1

2.112.1
Str.
1.21
3.53.5
Cyril of Alexandria

De incarnatione
Domini 821B

Fr. 143
Cyril of Jerusalem

Catecheses ad
illuminandos 3.6

Didache 8.1

Didymus the Blind

Commentary on the

Psalms

245

141, 142-143,
144, 147, 192

153, 157, 161,
192, 193, 198
159

158-159
42-43 1.20

166, 192
166-167
120 n.79

28, 137, 191,
192, 193, 198,
202

28 n.117
153-154
135, 153
nn.65-66, 154,
176, 186
135, 151, 186

154 n.67
4n.8

153, 178, 179
n.159, 192

155-156, 197
n.3

155-156

191, 192, 198
136 n.8,
150-151,
152-153

8

153, 192



246

255
256

Ephrem
Commentary on the
Diatessaron
3.17, 94
On Hermits and
Desert Dwellers
37-52

Epiphanius
Ancoratus 115.3
Panarion

30.13.2
30.15.34
30.13.4-5

30.16.1
30.16.4-5
30.19.2-3
30.22.4

Eusebius of Caesarea
Demonstr. evang.
3.5(118B)

9.5 (430B-D)

Hist. eccl.
2.23.4-6
4.29
4.29.1-3
5.11

Praep. evang.
8.11.8

Eustathius of Thessalo
nica, Commentarii
ad Homeri
Odysseam 1.293.3

Euthymius Zigabenus

Comm. in
Mattheum 3

Gospel of Nicodemus
15:6

Gospel of the Ebionites

162 n.90
161-162

141

169 n.118

13-14, 192
140 n.22

140

140 n.23
13 n.29,
139-140
140

140 n.23
140 n.22
140 n.23

154 n.68
11 n.22

23 n.90

154 n.67
146 n.47
154 n.67

29, 31 n.130

73

177, 180, 192
178-179, 197
n.3

132 n.112

13, 26, 29
n.118, 30, 80,

Indices

Gregory Nazianzen

Carmina moralia
2.10

Carmina historica
1.88

Carmina theologica

2.2

Ep. 26

Or.
14.4
33.10 (228A)
39.15 (353A)
43.29 (536B)

43.75 (597A)
Gregory of Nyssa
De virginitate
6.1.Pref
6.1.1

Hegesippus

Hesychius of Jerusalem

Hom. 16.3

Hilary of Poitiers
Commentarius in
Matthaeum 2.2

Hippolytus, Ref.
8
89
10.14
13

Hyperechius, Adhortatio

ad monachos 48

135, 137, 138,
139-141, 142
n.28, 147, 164
n.102, 171, 181,
183-186, 192

153, 161, 179
n.159, 192, 193,
198

157 n.81
157 n.81

157 n.81
6667 n.95

157

157, 159

157, 159
157-158, 159,
203

157-158, 159

153, 179 n.159,
192, 193

160
160

23

153, 192
104 n.16, 165

150, 192, 198
151, 152-153,
197 n.3

154 n.67
146 n.47
146 n.47
154 n.67

158 n.83



Ibn at-Tayyib

Ignatius of Antioch
Smyr. 1:1

Irenaeus, Haer.
1.28
1.28.1
3.11.7

Isidore of Pelusium

Epp.
1.132
5

T¥0°dad of Merv
Commentary on
the Gospels

Jacob of Serugh
(Ya’kub al-Saruji)

Jerome

Adv. lovin.
1.3
2.7

2.15

Epp.
22.36
38.3
58.6.1-2
107.3
121.1
125.7
130.4.12

Other Christian Literature

141, 143-144,
147, 192

137 n9

137, 154 n.68
154 n.67

146 n.47

140

172, 179, 192,
193, 198

173, 197 n.3
173-174

141-142, 143,
144, 147, 152,
156 n.73, 174
n.139, 176
n.148, 189, 191,
192, 197 n.3,
198

174-175, 192,
198 n.8

14, 28, 166,
174, 192, 193

146 n.47

13 n.28, 78, 101
n.3, 168-170,
187 n.182, 204
66 n.91, 78-79,
91, 101 n.3,
168170, 173,
181, 198

78, 170 n.120
78, 170-171
169-170

78, 170

170

78, 170

171

Life of Paul, the
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