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Preface

What comes after death? In the Apocalypse of Peter, a vast garden is presented
to its readership as the dwelling place of the patriarchs and of those destined to
join them. This glimpse into a promised, otherworldly reality forms part of a
broader agenda within the text, which seeks to underscore both the urgency
and the rewards of a virtuous life. While the transmission of this account of
paradise raises a number of complex questions that will be addressed in the
following pages, the account itself, most likely the earliest extant description
within the emerging Jesus movement of a paradisiacal garden as the resting
place after death, has had far-reaching consequences that continue to shape
religious imagination to this day.
Many Christians around the world who believe in an afterlife imagine the

place where their souls will rest after earthly departure to be a garden-like
realm, one in which all creation exists in harmony with its creator. Thus, con-
sciously or unconsciously, they envision their eternal existence – or at least their
existence until the second coming of Christ – as a return to Eden, the garden in
which, according to Jewish and Christian traditions, everything began. Yet
while the foundational role of the Apocalypse of Peter in the development of
Christian conceptions of hell has been the subject of considerable scholarly
attention, this equally central step – the moment in which the return to Eden
first becomes textually attested in the extant tradition and subsequently, as will
be shown, influenced numerous early Christian depictions of paradise – has
never been adequately analyzed. One major reason for this neglect lies in the
complicated transmission history of this particular passage. It is precisely this
lacuna that the present study seeks to address.
This book is a slightly revised version of my Habilitationsschrift, which was

accepted in 2025 by the Faculty of Theology and the Study of Religion at the
University of Zurich. For publication, I have sought to integrate the most recent
scholarship that appeared after the completion of the study in early 2025 and to
incorporate helpful comments from its early, attentive readers. To these valued
colleagues, and to the many others who contributed in diverse ways to the
completion of this work, I would like to express my sincere gratitude.
My first words of thanks are owed to my two highly esteemed academic

teachers Jörg Frey and Loren Stuckenbruck. During my doctoral studies, Loren
Stuckenbruck equipped me with the scholarly “tools” that proved indispensable



for this project: on the one hand, a profound familiarity with Jewish Second
Temple and early Christian apocalyptic literature, into which he introduced
me – alongside my research on ancient conceptions of happiness – with excep-
tional generosity and expertise; on the other hand, a deep and lasting fascina-
tion with Geʿez and the Ethiopian transmission of texts. Additionally, he further
supported me in developing this latter area of expertise by assisting in the ar-
rangement of a semester abroad at Addis Ababa University. For this and for his
consistently insightful and constructive comments on my work over the years, I
am deeply grateful.
Jörg Frey entered my (academic) life at a decisive moment during the final

phase of my doctoral studies in Munich – almost like a sign from heaven –
when, after evaluating my dissertation for publication in WUNT II, he offered
me a position as his assistant at the University of Zurich. I gratefully accepted
his generous offer and remain deeply indebted to him for having kept me with-
in academia at this pivotal stage of my career. In addition to the intellectually
enriching work at his chair, he was also the one who first drew my attention to
the fascinating questions surrounding the transmission of the Apocalypse of
Peter. From the initial stages of this research project through the successful
completion of the Habilitation procedure at the University of Zurich, and final-
ly to the inclusion of this book in the WUNT series at Mohr Siebeck, he accom-
panied the entire process with his conceptual clarity, scholarly precision, and
generous encouragement. Beyond this – and even more importantly – I owe
him particular thanks for his long-standing mentorship and friendship which
have shaped my path as a researcher, teacher, and human being in multiple
ways, some of which he himself may scarcely imagine.
I am also grateful to my esteemed colleagues at the Center for Advanced

Studies “Beyond Canon,” whose work overlapped in a most fortunate way with
more than half a decade of work on this study, and whose activities influenced
my observations in many respects. Special mention must be made of its director
Tobias Nicklas, as well as of the fellows Jan Bremmer and Thomas Kraus, whose
passionate and friendly engagement transformed my initial interest in the
Apocalypse of Peter into a lasting fascination and who followed the develop-
ment of this work with sustained interest and support.
After three wonderful and formative years in Zurich, during which substan-

tial parts of this study were written, I had the great honor of being appointed as
a tenure-track assistant professor at the University of Copenhagen in the sum-
mer of 2023. Although the move, together with the necessary acquisition of
Danish, somewhat delayed the completion of this book, the Faculty of Theology
in Copenhagen provided an ideal environment for bringing the project to com-
pletion during a research semester granted in the autumn term of 2024. I wish
to express my deep gratitude to my colleagues in Zurich and Copenhagen, who
supported me in manifold ways, posed critical questions at decisive moments,
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and made it possible for me to devote the necessary time to research into the
various transmission traditions presented here.
The project was further supported by a number of fellowships that afforded

me the freedom to write alongside my teaching responsibilities and enabled
important research stays and scholarly encounters. In particular, I am grateful
for the various early career funding initiatives of the University of Zurich, spe-
cifically its Nachwuchsförderungskommission and Graduate Campus, whose
support made it possible for me to participate in several international meetings
and to organize my own conference on the Apocalypse of Peter at an early stage
of my engagement with the material.1 I also wish to thank the Orion Center for
the Study of the Dead Sea Scrolls and Associated Literature for granting me a
research scholarship that allowed my family and me to spend the spring of 2023
in Jerusalem under the generous hospitality of Noam Mizrahi and Daniel R.
Schwartz at the Hebrew University. Finally, the Swiss National Science Founda-
tion generously supported the Open Access publication of this study.
Among the many colleagues and friends from around the world who have

contributed to this book in large and small ways – far more than can be named
here – I am especially indebted to Andrew Bowden, Jacob Cerone, Ted Erho,
and Moritz F. Adam, who carefully read the manuscript at different stages and
drew my attention to a number of inconsistencies and linguistic infelicities in
the English. I would also like to thank the team at Mohr Siebeck for their pro-
fessional guidance throughout the process of preparing the manuscript for pub-
lication. Any remaining errors, of course, are entirely my own.
Finally, my heartfelt thanks go to my family. I wish to thank my wife Irina and

our children Samuel, Noemi, and Josua, who frequently had to forgo my pre-
sence during the course of this research, or accompanied me to research stays
and new academic positions abroad, adapting with remarkable ease and con-
fidence to unfamiliar cultures and circumstances. My wife, in particular, has
borne an immeasurable share of the burdens of this journey, and words can
scarcely convey my gratitude to her. Lastly, I thank my parents, Sabine and Dr.
Dieter Maier, who have always supported me and, from the very beginning,
instilled in me a love for the discovery of unknown places and new horizons,
both literal and intellectual. It is to them, who first set me on this path, that this
book is dedicated.

Copenhagen, January 2026 Daniel Christian Maier

Preface IX

1 For the proceedings of this conference, see Daniel Maier, Jörg Frey, and Thomas Kraus,
eds., The Apocalypse of Peter in Context, Studies on Early Christian Apocrypha 21 (Leuven:
Peeters, 2024).
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1. The Purpose of the Study

Theology is often defined as the discipline that grapples with fundamental
questions about our origins, purpose, and ultimate destiny.1 Among these in-
quiries, the question of where we go and what happens after death remains one
of the most pressing and universally pondered issues. Despite the diverse and
sometimes conflicting traditions within Christianity – and indeed across reli-
gious and philosophical thought – there is a remarkable consensus that knowl-
edge of the afterlife remains limited.2 Nevertheless, concrete depictions of the
afterlife have persisted, many of which center around the image of a garden-like
paradise devoid of suffering and filled with joy and abundance. Notably, these
descriptions frequently emphasize the presence of other souls, particularly
loved ones, indicating that the afterlife is imagined not only as a place of indi-
vidual bliss but also as a realm of communal reunion.
But where do these specific conceptions of paradise originate within Chris-

tianity? While the New Testament offers metaphorical glimpses of the afterlife,
it is remarkably reserved in providing detailed descriptions of what awaits be-
yond death. The parables of Jesus may hint at a future state of blessedness and
restored relationships, yet the early Christian documents that later became ca-
nonical, thereby forming the New Testament, do not describe concrete ele-
ments, such as fragrant flora, radiant beings, or the physical appearance of the
deceased in the afterlife.3 For these more detailed visions of paradise in early
Christian texts, one must turn to the apocryphal literature – those texts that for
various reasons did not become part of the Christian canon.
Among these apocryphal works, the Apocalypse of Peter stands out as a par-

ticularly significant text concerning the question of the individual’s ultimate
destiny. Notably, it offers what is arguably the earliest extant account within
the emerging Jesus movement that devotes substantial attention to both hea-
venly bliss and infernal torment, presenting a detailed vision of the place for the

1 See, e. g., Alister McGrath, Theology: The Basics, 4th ed. (Hoboken: Wiley Blackwell,
2018), XIII–XVII.

2 Douglas Davies, “Death and Afterlife,” in The Blackwell Companion to the Study of Reli-
gion, ed. Robert Segal (Malden: Blackwell, 2006), 229–37.

3 For a discussion of the various explicit and implicit references to paradise within the New
Testament, see CHAPTER 7.2.



righteous witnessed by none other than the disciple Peter himself.4 However, as
is often the case with early Christian apocrypha, the transmission history of the
Apocalypse of Peter is anything but straightforward. Thus, there is no consen-
sus within scholarship about which of the vastly different versions of the para-
dise description – Greek or Ethiopic – most closely reflects the original text.5 At
the same time, this particular question about the Apocalypse of Peter has not
been the subject of a dedicated investigation so far.6

2 1. The Purpose of the Study

4 See CHAPTER 7.3 for further discussion.
5 The view that the longer recension of the paradise passage, as preserved in the Greek

Akhmîm Codex, represents the original form of the account has been explicitly defended –
and at times implicitly assumed – by a number of scholars in recent decades. This position is
evident, for example, in Martha Himmelfarb, Tours of Hell: An Apocalyptic Form in Jewish and
Christian Literature (Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press, 1983), 140–47; Tamás
Adamik, “The Description of Paradise in the Apocalypse of Peter,” in The Apocalypse of Peter,
ed. Jan Bremmer and István Czachesz, Studies on Early Christian Apocrypha 7 (Leuven:
Peeters, 2003), 78–90; Eric Beck, Justice and Mercy in the Apocalypse of Peter: A New Transla-
tion and Analysis of the Purpose of the Text, WUNT 427 (Tübingen: Mohr Siebeck, 2019), 91–
92; and most recently Nikolai Kiel, “The Apocalypse of Peter as the Origin of the Christian
Hell: Sense and Purpose of the Afterlife Punishment in Fire,”Millennium – Jahrbuch zu Kultur
und Geschichte des ersten Jahrtausends n.Chr. 21 (2024): 58–62; as well as Jan Bremmer, “The
Apocalypse of Peter, 2 Peter and Sibylline Oracles II: Alexandrian Debates?” in The Apocalypse
of Peter in Context, ed. Daniel Maier, Jörg Frey, and Thomas Kraus, Studies on Early Christian
Apocrypha 21 (Leuven: Peeters, 2024), 153–77, here 171, where the latter writes: “This Greek
[paradise] version is slightly more detailed than the Ethiopic one, which appears to have been
abbreviated.” Conversely, the view that the shorter Ethiopic version represents the more ori-
ginal form is either explicitly argued or implicitly presupposed by scholars such as Karl
Prümm, “De Genuino Apocalypsis Petri Textu: Examen Testium Iam Notorum et Novi Frag-
menti Raineriani,” Biblica 10.1 (1929): 74–75; Christian Maurer, “Offenbarung des Petrus,” in
Neutestamentliche Apokryphen in deutscher Übersetzung: II. Band: Apostolisches, Apokalypsen
und Verwandtes, 3rd ed., ed. Edgar Hennecke and Wilhelm Schneemelcher (Tübingen: Mohr
Siebeck, 1964), 468–83, here 470–71; Richard Bauckham, “The Apocalypse of Peter: A Jewish
Christian Apocalypse from the Time of Bar Kokhba,” in The Fate of the Dead: Studies on the
Jewish and Christian Apocalypses, ed. Richard Bauckham, NovTSup 93 (Leiden: Brill, 1998),
160–258, here 240–42; and Bart Ehrman, Journeys to Heaven and Hell: Tours of the Afterlife in
the Early Christian Tradition (New Haven: Yale University Press, 2022), 81. A more ambiva-
lent position is adopted by Dennis Buchholz, Your Eyes Will Be Opened: A Study of the Greek
(Ethiopic) Apocalypse of Peter, SBLDS 97 (Atlanta: Scholars Press, 1988), 368–70, who initially
states on page 386: “I am inclined to believe that an originally short account based on a
tradition similar to those in Enoch has been expanded in the Akhmîm tradition by material
found in other descriptions of paradise,” but subsequently acknowledges on page 370 the
possibility that “the mention of the inhabitants of the garden (as in Akhmîm) has fallen out
of the Ethiopic.”

6 The only article I am aware of that is dedicated to this topic is Adamik, “The Description
of Paradise in the Apocalypse of Peter,” 78–90, and – despite the title of his study suggesting
otherwise – engages only peripherally with the paradise descriptions found within the Apoc-
alypse of Peter.



1.1 The Significance of the Apocalypse of Peter

As will be shown in the course of this study, the previous neglect of this paradise
passage is unjustified, and it is crucial to recognize that the Apocalypse of Peter
represents the earliest known Christian text to offer a detailed depiction of
paradise as a garden-like realm for the righteous. This fact alone warrants closer
examination within scholarship,7 especially given the scant attention paradise
has received in the study of early Christian apocalyptic literature compared to
the considerable focus on depictions of hell.8 To state one well-known example,
Martha Himmelfarb, in the introduction to her seminal work Tours of Hell,
illustrates this imbalance in research not only regarding the Apocalypse of Peter
but also in the broader study of apocalypticism, declaring:

The decision to treat the tours of hell but to give relatively little attention to the tours of
paradise that accompany some of them requires a word of explanation. While other tours
contain glimpses of paradise, a real tour of paradise appears only in the Apocalypse of
Paul and its Ethiopic descendants. Thus paradise is of less interest than hell for the
development of these tours.9

While Himmelfarb’s observations on the tours of the afterlife are insightful, she
underestimates the importance of these glimpses of paradise found in the early
Christian literature, which appear for the first time in the Apocalypse of Peter,
and – although not as extensive as their hellish counterparts – fill crucial gaps
left by the nearly contemporary New Testament texts and other first- and early
second-century Christian Apocrypha’s reticence on the subject.10

1.1 The Significance of the Apocalypse of Peter 3

7 See, for example, the recent verdict by Bart Ehrman, Journeys to Heaven and Hell, 1:
“Scholars have paid surprisingly little attention to the ‘journeys to the afterlife’ in the early
Christian tradition. The oldest surviving account is the Apocalypse of Peter, first circulated in
the early part of the second century CE.”

8 For the sake of simplicity, this study will refer to the place of torments described in the
Apocalypse of Peter as “hell” and employ the adjective “hellish,” even though specific terms
such as Hades or Sheol are not explicitly used for this place in any extant version of the text
(see, however, υἱοῦ τοῦ ἐν Ἅιδου in P. Vindob. G 39756). See Tobias Nicklas, “‘And I Saw
Another Place …’ (ApcPet 21): The Greek Apocalypse of Peter and Its Otherworldly Landscape
of Memories,” in Social Memory Theory and Conceptions of Afterlife in Jewish and Christian
Antiquity, ed. Thomas Hatina and Jiří Lukeš, Studies in Cultural Contexts of the Bible 8 (Lei-
den: Brill, 2023), 251–66, here 257. For a discussion on the potential presence of the term
“paradise” in the original description of the heavenly place in the Apocalypse of Peter, see
CHAPTER 6.4.1.

9 Himmelfarb, Tours of Hell, 2. It should also be mentioned that a decade later, Himmelfarb
published a book which engaged with the heavenly aspect of otherworldly journeys, although
visions of paradise only comprise a small part of this study; see Martha Himmelfarb, Ascent to
Heaven in Jewish and Christian Apocalypses (New York: Oxford University Press, 1993).

10 For a concise overview of early Christian apocryphal literature of this period – including
texts such as the Didache and 1 Clement – see Christoph Markschies, “Haupteinleitung,” in
Antike christliche Apokryphen in deutscher Übersetzung: I. Band – Evangelien und Verwandtes,



This information about paradise in the Apocalypse of Peter appears to blur
the boundaries between the earthly and the divine, depicting a realm of multi-
sensory richness that bridges the physical and celestial. It is therefore likely that,
alongside the vivid portrayals of hellish torments, the promise of heavenly joys
significantly contributed to the Apocalypse of Peter’s rapid rise in prominence
during the early centuries after its composition. As a result of its early promi-
nence, this particular apocalypse inspired a multitude of other journeys into the
otherworld, not only in their respective conception of hell but – as we will see –
also in their notion of paradisiacal heaven (see CHAPTER 6.4.2). At the same
time, the original soteriology of the Apocalypse of Peter – suggesting the possi-
bility of postmortem salvation for sinners through the intercession of the elect,
intimately tied to its vision of the blissful life to come – may have been one of
the primary reasons for its eventual fall into oblivion (see CHAPTER 4.3).

1.2 Challenges and Structure of the Study

Before this study proceeds to fill the outlined lacuna by delving into the specifics
of the paradise account and its surroundings, a clarification of its methodology
is necessary. The reconstruction of any ancient text depends on surviving
sources, which are often incomplete, fragmented, only extant in translations,
or revised with editorial biases, in short, shaped by their transmission. Scholars
must therefore approach the material with caution, acknowledging both the
limitations of the sources and the interpretive challenges that arise from textual
fluidity. In the case of the Apocalypse of Peter, the two primary textual witnesses
for its passage about paradise – the Greek account preserved in the Akhmîm
Codex and the Ethiopic version – present distinct challenges that complicate
our understanding of the text’s original form.
To address these challenges, this study adopts a comparative and reconstruc-

tive methodology. Following a general introduction to the Apocalypse of Peter
and a discussion of its origin and historical context (see CHAPTER 2), the trans-
mission history of all available textual witnesses will be analyzed in detail and
the methodology for the following chapters will be outlined (see CHAPTER 3).
While the Greek transmission has already been the subject of illuminating scho-
larly studies, the Pseudo-Clementine framework that preserves the Ethiopic text
is of particular interest here and will be utilized for the determination of the
earliest reconstructable themes within the Apocalypse of Peter in a pioneering
way.

4 1. The Purpose of the Study

7th ed., ed. Christoph Markschies and Jens Schröter (Tübingen: Mohr Siebeck, 2012), 1–180,
here 29–50.



In the two subsequent chapters, evidence for intentional editorial changes
within both the Greek and Ethiopic streams of transmission for the paradise
passage will be systematically presented (see CHAPTERS 4 and 5). This analysis
will then trace textual variations between the two versions, examining these
differences within the micro-context of the paradise account itself, the macro-
context of the Apocalypse of Peter as a whole, and the broader context of its
transmitting material (see CHAPTER 6).
Special attention will be given to the early reception of the Apocalypse of

Peter’s vision of paradise in (late) antiquity,11 especially in the Pseudo-Clemen-
tine framework in the Ethiopic context, providing further insights into the evol-
ving understanding of this depiction of the afterlife in early Christian thought.
This approach enables the presentation of substantial evidence supporting the
judgment on the earliest themes of the text that can be reconstructed. Subse-
quently, this study will situate the reconstructed account within the broader
conceptual framework of paradise as it appears in early Christian literature in
the first two centuries (see CHAPTER 7). This will allow for a comparison with
roughly contemporary notions of the afterlife, forming the basis for the final
conclusions of this investigation and offering an outlook on future possibilities
within scholarship in light of the proposed reconstruction of the paradisiacal
themes (see CHAPTER 8).
The Apocalypse of Peter’s depiction of paradise deserves more scholarly at-

tention, not only because of its influence on later epochal texts, such as the
Apocalypse of Paul or Dante’s La Divina Commedia, but also because of what
it reveals about early Christian spatiality. Unlike the sparse and metaphorical
allusions to paradise in the canonical New Testament, the Apocalypse of Peter
offers a fully fleshed-out vision of a blissful, Eden-like afterlife, complete with
references to radiant figures, abundant fruit, and heavenly joy, as will be de-
monstrated. By carefully reconstructing the themes of the earliest version of this
paradise account using a specific methodology and situating it within the
broader context of early Christian theology, this study aims to contribute to a
more comprehensive understanding of the eschatology and soteriology of one
particular branch of the early Jesus movement and to put the much-needed
scholarly attention and engagement with this topic on a secure foundation.
Additionally, this study seeks to restore a central yet often overlooked early stage

1.2 Challenges and Structure of the Study 5

11 For the purpose of this study, late antiquity is understood as the period extending
roughly from the third to the eighth century CE. Rather than marking a phase of decline, this
epoch is approached here as a period of sustained cultural, religious, and intellectual transfor-
mation, characterized by the creative reception, reinterpretation, and reconfiguration of earlier
traditions; see most recently Jan Meister, Cristina Murer, and Seraina Ruprecht, “Die Spät-
antike als Rezeptionsepoche: Zur Rezeption einer rezipierenden Epoche,” in Die Spätantike als
Rezeptionsepoche, ed. Jan Meister, Cristina Murer, and Seraina Ruprecht, Antike nach der
Antike 6 (Basel: Schwabe Verlag, 2026), 11–32.



in the development of Christian conceptions of the afterlife – one that offered a
hopeful vision of paradise and significantly shaped enduring answers to the
question of “where do we go and what happens after death?” – even though
crucial elements necessary for reconstructing this vision were nearly lost in
transmission.

6 1. The Purpose of the Study



2. Introduction to the Apocalypse of Peter

For a long time, most scholars considered the Apocalypse of Peter to be among
the many lost works of early Christianity, known only through external refer-
ences.1 Among such references of its popularity in the first centuries of the Jesus
movement are the famous Muratorian Canon, which notes at the end of the
second century2 regarding the Apocalypses of John and Peter that “some of us

1 For excellent summaries of the history of research on the Apocalypse of Peter with differ-
ent emphases, see Richard Bauckham, “The Apocalypse of Peter: An Account of Research,” in
Aufstieg und Niedergang der römischen Welt: Religion, ed. Wolfgang Haase, ANRW 25/6 (Ber-
lin: de Gruyter, 1988), 4712–50; Beck, Justice and Mercy in the Apocalypse of Peter, 2–17; as
well as Ehrman, Journeys to Heaven and Hell, 1–6, 145–151.

2 Clare Rothschild, “The Muratorian Fragment as Roman Fake,” NovT 60.1 (2018): 55–82,
has recently argued that the Muratorian Fragment is not a second-century document but a
fourth-century pseudepigraphon (with possible later additions), proposing that it was com-
posed to lend authority to a particular Western canonical position rather than serving as an
early witness to the New Testament canon. This argument was further developed in her mono-
graph Clare Rothschild, The Muratorian Fragment: Text, Translation, Commentary, STAC 132
(Tübingen: Mohr Siebeck, 2022) and in Clare Rothschild and Jeremy Thompson, “Honig
gemischt mit Galle: Neue Fragen zu Form, Datierung und problematischen Passagen im Mur-
atorischen Fragment,” ZNT 26.51 (2023): 81–92. She bases her argument on linguistic and
stylistic observations that, according to her reading, suggest a later Latin composition rather
than an originally Greek one, as well as on perceived theological anachronisms and an appar-
ent dependence on later canonical classifications, which she interprets as evidence that the
fragment was composed in order to fabricate an earlier canonical precedent. Rothschild’s thesis
has been met with resistance from several scholars who maintain a second-century dating. For
example, Christophe Guignard, “The Muratorian Fragment as a Late Antique Fake? An An-
swer to C. K. Rothschild,” RSR 93.1–2 (2019): 73–90, argues in regard to Rothschild’s 2018
article that her dating is implausible and fails to account for key historical evidence. He points
out that the Muratorian Fragment was already known and used by Chromatius of Aquileia
(†407), which eliminates any dating later than the early fifth century. Furthermore, Guignard
emphasizes the Greek origin of the text, arguing that its linguistic features, combined with its
canonical structure, point to a Western second-century setting, where scriptural corpora were
still fluid but beginning to solidify. He also critiques Rothschild’s argument, highlighting that
the fragment does not present a fully closed canon, which is precisely what one would expect
in a late second-century context rather than a fourth-century or later forgery. While Roths-
child’s ongoing work on the matter has sparked renewed debate on the Muratorian Fragment’s
authenticity, many scholars remain unconvinced by her proposed late dating and continue to
argue for a second-century provenance. Based on the persuasive (counter-)arguments recently
proposed by Joseph Verheyden, “Das Muratorische Fragment: Eine Stimme von der anderen
Seite,” ZNT 26.51 (2023): 93–106, this study on the Apocalypse of Peter will continue to work
with the traditional second-century dating of the Muratorian Canon.



do not want [them] to be read in church,”3 and the writings of the influential
theologian Clement of Alexandria (ca. 150–215), who cites it as γραφή – Scrip-
ture (Eclogae propheticae 41.1–3, cf. 48.1–49.2).4 Evidence that the Apocalypse
of Peter retained an authoritative role well into late antiquity includes its pre-
sence in the stichometries of Codex Claromontanus (sixth century) and a list of
canonical, disputed, and apocryphal writings attributed to Nicephorus5 (ca.
758–828) appearing at the end of the Chronographikon Syntomon as well as
the fact that even the fifth-century historian Sozomen (ca. 400–450) recounts
that this apocalypse was still read in the churches of his Palestinian homeland
during his lifetime on Good Friday (Hist. eccl. 7.19.9).6 Despite these prominent
attestations of the reverence and use of the Apocalypse of Peter, however, no
substantial portion of its text was extant beyond a handful of citations from
various ancient sources.7
Since the formative period of European “Oriental” scholarship, during which

early Christian apocryphal literature attracted renewed academic attention,
scholars have speculated that the Apocalypse of Peter might have survived
alongside other Peter-centered Pseudo-Clementine8 literature preserved at the
Horn of Africa.9 However, its structure and contents remained unknown in the
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3 The translation – including the added “[them]” – is taken from Rothschild, The Murator-
ian Fragment, 40.

4 For the various quotations from and references to the Apocalypse of Peter in antiquity, see
Thomas Kraus and Tobias Nicklas, Das Petrusevangelium und die Petrusapokalypse: Die grie-
chischen Fragmente mit deutscher und englischer Übersetzung, GCS NF 11 (Berlin: de Gruyter,
2004), 87–99.

5 These stichometries arose because scribes roughly had to know how much space they
should allocate for the writing they want to copy. It should also be mentioned that in the latter
of the two lists, namely the stichometry of Nicephorus, the Apocalypse of Peter is in the
category of disputed writings alongside the Epistle of Barnabas, the Gospel of the Hebrews,
and the Apocalypse of John. See Buchholz, Your Eyes Will Be Opened, 40–42.

6 Furthermore, active knowledge about its existence can be assumed in some branches of
Christianity until the Middle Ages. Even a thirteenth-century Armenian canon list copied by
Mechitar of Ayrivank attests to the importance of the Apocalypse of Peter. However, there is no
evidence that the apocalypse ever made it to Armenia. See Michael Stone, “Armenian Canon
Lists III: The Lists of Mechitar of Ayrivank (c. 1285 CE),” HTR 69.3–4 (1976): 289–300.

7 For a selection of direct and indirect references to the Apocalypse of Peter in early Chris-
tian literature, see Attila Jakab, “The Reception of the Apocalypse of Peter in Ancient Chris-
tianity,” in The Apocalypse of Peter, ed. Jan Bremmer and István Czachesz, Studies on Early
Christian Apocrypha 7 (Leuven: Peeters, 2003), 174–86; Buchholz, Your Eyes Will Be Opened,
20–81; and CHAPTER 6.4.2.

8 The term “Pseudo-Clementines” in this study does not refer to the late antique romance
that survives in the form of the Clementine Homilies and Recognitions. Instead, it more gen-
erally designates literature that was attributed to Clement due to his authority as a prime
representative of the second (or possibly third) generation of Jesus followers.

9 See August Dillmann, “Bericht über das Äthiopische Buch Clementinischer Schriften,”
Nachrichten von der Königlichen Gesellschaft der Wissenschaft zu Göttingen 17 (1858): 185–
86. For a broader introduction into the development of European scholarly interest in Ethio-
pia, see Jan Loop and Asaph Ben-Tov, “Scholarship and the Quest for Ethiopia in the Seven-



Western world until the late nineteenth century when a Greek text – apparently
incomplete and containing material resembling the presumed content of the
Apocalypse of Peter – was discovered in the Upper Egyptian city of Akhmîm
(Akh. Apoc. Pet.).10 Yet, while this excerpt gave a more substantial insight into
the contents of the Apocalypse of Peter, a complete version of the text contain-
ing nearly all of the early Christian citations mentioned above remained un-
known until the early twentieth century, when M. R. James identified a passage
within a larger Pseudo-Clementine treatise on the Second Coming of Christ and
the Resurrection of the Dead, published and translated by Sylvain Grébaut in
previous years,11 to include the Apocalypse of Peter in its presumed entirety.12
Subsequent research largely confirmed his hypothesis, thereby allowing mod-
ern scholars for the first time to study a coherent version of the Apocalypse of
Peter in its Ethiopic version as a prime example of early Christian eschatology
and soteriology.13

2.1 Genre, Structure, and Content

The Ethiopic Apocalypse of Peter (Eth. Apoc. Pet.),14 which was now rediscov-
ered in its presumed entirety for Western scholars, represents an early Christian
text that fulfills many of the criteria set forth in John Collins’s widely cited
definition of the genre “apocalypse.”15 In this narrative, which is situated during
the final hours before Jesus’s ascension, the resurrected Christ – who can be
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teenth Century: Hiob Ludolf and Johann Michael Wansleben,” in Hiob Ludolf and Johann
Michael Wansleben: Oriental Studies, Politics, and History Between Gotha and Africa, 1650–
1700, ed. Asaph Ben-Tov, Jan Loop, and Martin Mulsow, The History of Oriental Studies 15
(Leiden: Brill, 2024), 1–22.

10 Two additional short fragments should surface in subsequent decades. A proper intro-
duction to these three fragments will be given later in CHAPTER 3.1.

11 See Sylvain Grébaut, “Littérature Éthiopienne: Pseudo-Clémentine,” ROC 12 (1907):
139–51; Grébaut, “Littérature Éthiopienne: Pseudo-Clémentine,” ROC 13 (1908): 166–80,
314–20; Grébaut, “Littérature Éthiopienne: Pseudo-Clémentine,” ROC 15 (1910): 198–214,
307–23, 425–39.

12 See Montague Rhodes James, “A New Text of the Apocalypse of Peter: I,” JTS 12.45
(1910): 34–54; idem, “Additional Notes on the Apocalypse of Peter,” JTS 12.45 (1910): 157;
idem, “A New Text of the Apocalypse of Peter: II,” JTS 12.47 (1911): 362–83; and idem, “A New
Text of the Apocalypse of Peter: III,” JTS 12.48 (1911): 573–83.

13 Montague Rhodes James, “The Recovery of the Apocalypse of Peter,” CQR 80 (1915):
1–36.

14 As will be discussed in greater detail in CHAPTER 3.2, the Apocalypse of Peter constitutes
only the initial section of a more extensive revelatory composition within the Ethiopic Apoc-
alypse of Peter.

15 Collins’s definition of the genre is as follows: “‘Apocalypse’ is a genre of revelatory litera-
ture with a narrative framework, in which a revelation is mediated by an otherworldly being to
a human recipient, disclosing a transcendent reality which is both temporal, insofar as it
envisages eschatological salvation, and spatial insofar as it involves another, supernatural



understood as an otherworldly being – reveals a transcendent reality to his hu-
man companion Peter (see, e. g., Matt 16:17–19; John 21). In the relatively short
Apocalypse of Peter,16 Jesus is depicted sitting on the Mount of Olives. There, he
warns his disciples – only Peter is known by name – of false Christs and a time
of temptation (Eth. Apoc. Pet. 1–2). Subsequently, Peter sees the last days of
earth in the palm of the risen one (Eth. Apoc. Pet. 3:1). This vision describes
both the passing away of heaven and earth in a fiery last judgment (Eth. Apoc.
Pet. 4–6) and various punishments for sinners in a hellish place (Eth. Apoc. Pet.
7–13). The text now moves on to the fate of the righteous; they are led to a
special place called Acherusia or Elysium and enter the eternal kingdom there
(Eth. Apoc. Pet. 14:1–3), while Peter is instructed by Jesus to go to the “city of
the West” (Eth. Apoc. Pet. 14:4; presumably Rome, where Peter is said to have
suffered martyrdom according to early legends17) to proclaim the message of
Jesus to the whole world, and with this announcement the vision ends and the
text returns to the initial narrative situation on the Mount of Olives. Jesus in-
vites his disciples to come with him to the “holy mountain,” where his ascension
will subsequently take place (Eth. Apoc. Pet. 15–17).
During this ascension scene, Jesus enters another heaven with Moses and

Elijah.18 The whole crowd of the disciples is then shown the paradise of the
deceased righteous in a sensually perceptible way.19 These visions are em-
bedded in the narrative of the risen Christ’s instruction to his disciples and his
subsequent ascension (Matt 28:16–20; Mark 16:14–20; Luke 24:13–51; Acts
1:2–9).20
However, this summary of the content of the Apocalypse of Peter only re-

flects the structure of the events as recorded in the Ethiopic version. In the
Greek Akhmîm Codex, the initial warning against the false prophets (Akh.

10 2. Introduction to the Apocalypse of Peter

world.” John Collins, “Introduction: Towards the Morphology of a Genre,” in Apocalypse: The
Morphology of a Genre, ed. John Collins, Semeia 14 (Atlanta: SBL Press, 1979), 1–20, here 9.

16 The Ethiopic version of the Apocalypse of Peter is approximately half the length of the
canonical Epistle to the Hebrews.

17 Tobias Nicklas, “Antike Petruserzählungen und der erinnerte Petrus in Rom,” in Petrus-
literatur und Petrusarchäologie: Römische Begegnungen, ed. Martin Wallraff and Jörg Frey,
Rom und Protestantismus – Schriften des Melanchthon Zentrums in Rom 4 (Tübingen: Mohr
Siebeck, 2020), 159–87.

18 Furthermore, certain elements in the Apocalypse of Peter appear to draw upon the trans-
figuration narrative of Jesus as found in Matt 17:1–8. Some scholars have interpreted this as
evidence that the version of the transfiguration account known to the apocalypse presupposed
a post-Easter context. See Karl Goetz, Petrus als Gründer und Oberhaupt der Kirche und
Schauer von Gesichten nach den altchristlichen Berichten und Legenden, UNT 13 (Leipzig:
J. C. Heinrichs’sche Buchhandlung, 1927), 79–81.

19 Carlos Olivares, “Contrasting Places of Joy and Punishment in the Akhmîm Text of the
Apocalypse of Peter Through Sensory Experience Textual Lens,” in The Apocalypse of Peter in
Context, ed. Daniel Maier, Jörg Frey, and Thomas Kraus, Studies on Early Christian Apocrypha
21 (Leuven: Peeters, 2024), 112–31.

20 Bauckham, “The Apocalypse of Peter (1988),” 4733.
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