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Introduction

This collection of essays is meant to serve as a companion to my commentary,
1 and 2 Thessalonians.! Most of the essays collected here were written alongside
my work on the commentary, either as its Vorarbeiten, or as more detailed dis-
cussions of some important themes and issues that could not be contained within
the confines of the commentary.

In Essay 1 of the volume, I observe how in 1 Thess 1-3 Paul affirms five times
that the Thessalonian Christians accepted his gospel and came to the Christian
faith in spite of severe persecutions, because they saw its truth demonstrated in
his “entry” (elcodog) as its preacher (1 Thess 1:5-6, 9-10; 2:1, 13; 3:6), i.e., in his
apostolic conduct that was in stark contrast to that of the contemporary wan-
dering Cynic philosophers and Sophists in Hellenistic cities (1 Thess 2:1-12).
For this fact, Paul gives thanks to God three times over in the first three chapters
of the epistle (1:2 + 5-6; 2:13; 3:6-10), so that the whole first part of the epistle
(1 Thess 1-3) is not only the longest but also the most unusual thanksgiving
section within the whole Pauline corpus. Paul’s fivefold association of the Thes-
salonians’ faith with his apostolic “entry” runs like a red thread through the first
and main part of the epistle. This new observation, and the inquiry as to why
Paul repeatedly makes this association, supporting it with a concrete description
of the manner of his “entry” (2:1-12), help us to define the occasion and pur-
pose of the epistle, as well as to determine whether form criticism and rhetorical
criticism are of any value for this epistle. I argue that a proper appreciation of
Paul’s fivefold association of the Thessalonians’ faith with his apostolic conduct
is decisive for a right interpretation of the letter.

1 Thess 1:9b-10 is a summary of the gospel that Paul preached to the Thes-
salonians and the Thessalonians believed. Therefore, in Essay 2, I argue that each
word, phrase, or clause in it must be treated as a keyword or heading that en-
capsulates a whole narrative or doctrine, similarly to those in 1 Cor 15:3-5, and
that we need to expound the words and phrases and the whole of the summary
in connection with the other summaries of the gospel in the epistle, namely 4:14;
2:11-12; and 5:9-10, as well as with the wish-prayer in 3:11-13 which reflects
the gospel. This procedure leads me to see 1 Thess 1:10 as closely connected with
Rom 5:8-10 and Rom 8:1-4, 32-34 and to conclude that the gospel of 1 Thess

! Word Biblical Commentary (Grand Rapids: Zondedrvan, forthcoming in 2022).



2 Introduction

1:10 is essentially the same as that of Rom 1:2-4 + 16-17. In this way, the basic
unity and continuity between the gospel which Paul preached to the Thessalon-
ians and that which he preached later to the Romans through his letter are high-
lighted. Additionally, the whole study helps us understand why Paul defines the
gospel in terms of Jesus being “the Son of God” (Rom 1:1-4, 9; 2 Cor 1:18-20;
Gal 1:16; cf. Acts 9:20) and presents it in terms of justification, acquittal of sins
and restoration of sinners to the kingdom of God. Thereby, it also helps us affirm
that Paul’s gospel of God’s Son (Rom 1:3-4, 16-17 + 8:31-39; 1 Cor 15:23-28;
Col 1:13-14) closely corresponds to Jesus’ gospel of God’s kingdom.

The majority of New Testament scholars consider 1 Thessalonians to be the
earliest of the Apostle Paul’s surviving letters. Accordingly, they appreciate it
as witnessing to his early theology, often highlighting especially the absence of
the Pauline doctrine of justification and the focus on futuristic eschatology in
it. On this basis, it is quite common for scholars to argue for a theory of sub-
stantial development in Paul’s theology from its early stage in 1 Thessalonians
to its mature stage in Galatians and Romans. Since 1 Thessalonians is commonly
viewed as having been written in AD 50, even for those who hold Galatians to
have been written a couple of years before it, there is no problem in taking it
as an early letter of Paul. However, against the majority view, I consider other
factors beyond those considered in the preceding essay, in order to consolidate
the case for the essential unity and continuity of Paul’s gospel between 1 Thes-
salonians and his later letters. So, in Essay 3, I further argue for an implicit or
encapsulated presence of Paul’s doctrine of justification in 1 Thessalonians,
partly in the contextualized form of sanctification, a parallel metaphor to jus-
tification (as in 1 Corinthians). It is also shown that, along with that doctrine,
other related Pauline doctrines, such as the Lord Jesus Christ’s present reign
(1 Thess 3:11-13) and the work of the Holy Spirit (1 Thess 4:8-9), also appear
in the letter in similarly encapsulated form. I explain that they are not explicitly
referred to or unfolded in it because an exposition of the gospel per se or an
argument for a right form of its presentation was not part of the needs of the
Thessalonian Church that Paul sought to address in that brief letter. Addition-
ally, it is suggested that we should consider more realistically the chronological
fact that Paul, a trained former Jewish theologian, had already had about 16-18
years of Christian theological reflection and ministry experience before writing
the letter — a period that is more than two times longer than the approximately
seven years between it and Romans. It is also pointed out that there is a log-
ical incongruity in the view of many scholars (especially New Perspectivists)
who trace the formulation of the justification doctrine to the Antioch contro-
versy and yet highlight its alleged absence in 1 Thessalonians, a post-Antioch
controversy letter, as an argument for their theory of its late development. As
for the question of a substantial development in Paul’s eschatology between
1 Thessalonians and his later letters, I show the situation-conditioned nature
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of the focus in 1 Thessalonians on the futuristic aspect of the common Pauline
eschatological scheme of “already/but not yet.”

While working on 1 Thessalonians, I was struck by the following four facts,
when I considered them together: (1) For his eschatological teaching, Paul cites
a Son of Man saying in 1 Thess 5:2 (Matt 24:43-44//Luke 12:39-40) and, most
likely, another one in 1 Thess 4:16 (Matt 24:30-31//Mark 13:26-27); (2) he ex-
plains his apostolic conduct, echoing the Son of Man saying (the ransom saying)
of Mark 10:45//Matt 20:28 in 1 Thess 2:6-8, just as he does in 1 Cor 9:19-22;
10:33-11:1; (3) he wrote 1 Thessalonians while transmitting to the Corinthians
the eucharistic saying (1 Cor 11:23-26), which is a Son of Man saying (Mark
14:21-25 and parr.); and (4) some scholars think that the gospel cited in 1 Thess
1:10 originally had “the Son Man” in it before Paul replaced it with “[God’s]
Son.”? So, in Essay 4, I seek to demonstrate how various kinds of Jesus” Son of
Man sayings shaped Paul’s Christology, soteriology and eschatology. Thus, the
study leads me to the conclusion that the Jesus tradition, both his teaching about
God’s kingdom and his sayings about himself as the Son of Man who bore that
kingdom or kingship (Dan 7:13-14), formed a basis for Paul’s formulation of his
gospel. Hence, there is a close material correspondence between Paul’s gospel
of God’s Son or justification and Jesus’ gospel of God’s kingdom, as ascertained
in Essay 2.

Then, in Essay 5,1 go on to show more echoes of Jesus’s ransom saying and
the eucharistic saying in Paul’s soteriological statements (especially those that
contain the giving-up formula or its variants) and his ministerial/paraenetic
teachings in 1 Thessalonians and his other letters, and conclude that those sayings
of Jesus provided the most fundamental basis for his soteriology and decisively
shaped his apostolic ministry after Jesus’ example.

In Essay 6,1 seek to demonstrate that the two issues that Paul addresses in the
eschatological sections of 1 Thess 4:13-18 and 5:1-11 (namely, the Thessalonians’
grief about the believers who died before the parousia of the Lord Jesus Christ
and their anxiety about the exact timing of the Day of the Lord), arose from
their inadequate understanding of Jesus’ sayings about the coming of the Son of
Man, such as Matt 24:30-31//Mark 13:26-27 and Matt 24:43—44//Luke 12:39-40,
which Paul had delivered to them as part of his eschatological teaching. I argue
that therefore he tries to reassure them by helping them understand those say-
ings properly in the light of the fundamental gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ’s
death and resurrection for our salvation (1 Thess 4:14; 5:9-10). Thus, this study
supports the thesis unfolded in the preceding Essays 4 and 5.

Having seen how the Thessalonians came to be anxious with their expectation
of an imminent parousia of the Lord Jesus due to an inadequate understanding of
some sayings of Jesus about the coming of the Son of Man, in Essay 7, I consider

2 For a discussion of this matter, see 133-37 below (Essay 4.1).
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whether the problem of some Thessalonian Christians’ idleness (1 Thess 4:11-12;
5:14; 2 Thess 3:6-15) could have arisen at least partly from their one-sided under-
standing of Jesus’ sayings, such as Luke 12:22-34//Matt 6:25-34 + 19-21, as well
as of his sayings about the coming of the Son of Man.

In Essay 8, I ask: In what sense does Paul call the Thessalonian church his
“hope or joy or crown of boasting” or his “glory and joy” (1 Thess 2:19-20)? I
was stimulated to raise this question as many commentators appear to avoid a
serious discussion about it or make confusing comments about the passage, while
many preachers simply expound it meritologically. A critical inquiry about that
question leads me to discuss Paul’s teachings about judgment according to works
and reward for good deeds within his doctrine of justification and so helps me
lay bare the structure of his doctrine of justification.

Counter-imperial interpretation of the New Testament has been in vogue
for some time. Pointing especially to Paul’s open criticism of imperial Rome’s
slogan or “gospel” of “peace and security” (1 Thess 5:3) and his discussion of
the Lord Jesus’ parousia (1 Thess 4:13-18), which evokes the majestic picture
of the parousia of the Roman Emperor, the lord and god’s son, to a provincial
city, many scholars take 1 Thessalonians as providing the clearest evidence for
Paul’s counter-imperial presentation of the “gospel” of God’s Son, the Lord Jesus
Christ (the Davidic King). So, in Essay 9, I closely examine whether 1 Thessalon-
ians can really be interpreted as presenting a counter-imperial message. Then, in
Essay 10,1 go on to examine Paul’s gospel preaching as a whole in the form of
critiquing the work of N.T. Wright, one of the most influential counter-imperial
interpreters of Paul, to find out whether he really presented his gospel with an
intention to subvert the Roman Empire.

In Essay 11, by examining Paul’s common paraenesis in 1 Thess 4-5; Phil
2—4; and Rom 12-13, I further consolidate my view of an essential unity and
continuity in Paul’s theology between 1 Thessalonians, an early letter of his, and
Romans and Philippians, his later letters. I also affirm that Paul’s paraenesis for
Christians is basically an exhortation to live a holy and righteous life in reversal
of the Adamic way of existence (Rom 1:18-32).

In this volume, I have included two essays on 2 Thessalonians. One of the
great surprises that I got while working on my commentary was to discover the
clear presence of Paul’s doctrine of justification in 2 Thessalonians. Thus, the
subject matter of Essay 12 is the doctrine of justification as presented in 2 Thess
1-2. In order to reassure the persecuted Christians who are confused and anxious
about the Day of the Lord, no doubt, for the last judgment that is to take place
on that Day, Paul presents a brief scenario of the future revelation of “the man of
lawlessness” and the parousia of the Lord Jesus Christ (2:1-8). But what should
strike us more than that is the fact that in the surrounding passages (1:5-12 and
2:9-17) Paul repeats the message that in his “just judgment” God will deliver a
verdict of salvation for them, the believers in the gospel, while meting out con-
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demnation for their unbelieving persecutors. He does this, echoing many words
and themes of Rom 1-2, and even representing the thesis of the justification
doctrine in Rom 1:16-17 twice in generalized statements (1:8-10, in a positive
form; 2:10-12, in a negative form). Thus, the presence of Paul’s justification doc-
trine is even clearer in 2 Thessalonians than in 1 Thessalonians. This fact greatly
strengthens the argument for the authenticity of 2 Thessalonians, and also sup-
ports my view of an essential unity and continuity of Paul’s gospel between his
early letters and later letters.

Although Paul’s focus on God’s “just judgment” at the parousia of the Lord
Jesus Christ in 2 Thess 1-2 deserves greater attention, in fact, historically schol-
ars have been more fascinated with the brief eschatological scenario in 2 Thess
2:3-8 with the coded references, “the restraining thing” (6 xatéyov) and “the
restraining person” (6 xatéywv) as well as “the man of lawlessness.” In Essay 13,
then, I suggest that Paul’s understanding of God’s eschatological saving plan
(“the mystery™) of Rom 11:25-26 is a key to the right interpretation of the sce-
nario. I explain that by “the man of lawlessness,” Paul refers to a future Caesar
who will act like Caligula but in a much more terrible way than he did, and so,
as it were, to a “Super-Caligula,” the ultimate agent of Satan. Additionally, Paul
refers to the then reigning Caesar Claudius and his Empire respectively as “the
restraining person” and “the restraining thing.” He calls them as such because
by their (relatively good) maintenance of law and order in the oecumene, they
provide the time and other conditions for Paul to conduct his mission to all the
nations and bring the full number of the Gentiles into God’s kingdom, which
will trigger the repentance/salvation of all Israel, so that the parousia of the Lord
Jesus Christ may take place.

Essay 14 deals with the tension between Paul’s prohibition of retaliation in
personal relationships and his teaching of God’s retributive judgment. The brief
inquiry is especially focused on the question how Paul reconciles his doctrine
of “the just judgment of God” (2 Thess 1:5; Rom 2:5) with his gospel of God’s
grace in Christ, i.e., with the doctrines of God’s justification of the ungodly
and reconciliation of enemies to himself. I cautiously suggest that in the light of
the revelation of God’s grace in Christ, Paul re-interprets the doctrine of God’s
judgment in terms of giving unbelieving evil doers up to their own rejection of
his saving love.

Imitatio Christi is an important theme in Paul, and it has serious implications
both for a proper understanding of his ethics and for a right resolution of the
so-called “Paul-Jesus debate.” In Essay 15, I show that in dealing with the ques-
tion whether Christians may eat food offered to idols in 1 Cor 8-10, Paul draws
his guidelines from some sayings of Jesus as well as his example of ignoring the
Jewish purity regulations and eating with sinners. I argue that by “imitation of
Christ” Paul has in view not just Christ’s self-giving in his incarnation and cru-
cifixion, nor just that and some deeds of the historical Jesus, but also his teach-
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ings that accompanied his deeds. With this regard, the particular importance of
Jesus’ ransom saying (Mark 10:45//Matt 20:28) is highlighted (1 Cor 9:19-22;
10:33-11:1; cf. also Rom 15:1-3). Thus, this essay supports the conclusions in
Essays 4 and 5 of this volume as well as strengthening the view of a strong con-
tinuity between Jesus and Paul that I have propounded in the first six Essays of
this volume.

In Essay 16, 1 discuss Paul’s self-understanding as an eschatological herald of
the gospel of God’s saving reign through his Son, Jesus Christ the Lord (Rom
1:3-5), which redeems humanity from the reign of “the god of this age” (2 Cor
4:4) or “the dominion of darkness” (Col 1:13-14). I explain that understanding
his apostleship thus, Paul seeks to proclaim that gospel throughout the oecumene
and bring the full number of the Gentiles into God’s kingdom, and thereby also
to trigger the repentance and salvation of all Israel, so that the Lord Jesus Christ
may return and complete the redemption of the whole world (Rom 11:25-26).
I argue that he developed such an understanding of God’s saving plan and his
apostolic ministry by interpreting the revelation of the gospel and his apostolic
call on the Damascus road in the light chiefly of the Servant passages and other
related passages in Isa 40-66 as well as Isa 6 (cf. also Deut 32:21). I further argue
that as a sign of partial fulfillment of the OT-Jewish expectation of the Gentiles’
eschatological pilgrimage to Zion and of completion of bringing the Eastern
hemisphere’s portion of “the full number of the Gentiles” into God’s kingdom
he undertook his journey to Jerusalem with the representatives of the churches
of the Eastern hemisphere to deliver their collection for the Jerusalem church be-
fore his travel to Rome to embark his mission into the Western hemisphere (Rom
15:14-32). This thesis of this Essay partially dovetails with the thesis of Essay 13
above, and therefore they support each other.

In Essay 17, 1 reflect on the Apostle Paul as a pastor and inquire as to how
he preached the gospel and carried out his pastoral ministry. He has left several
letters in the New Testament, and all of them, even Romans, are essentially pas-
toral in character. As such, they are quite valuable as witnesses, not only to the
various pastoral situations of several Hellenistic churches of the first century,
but also to Paul’s efforts to minister to their needs “in a manner worthy of the
gospel” that he preached. Of course, there is a limitation in this kind of inquiry
insofar as we have to rely mainly on his own letters. Nevertheless, I hope that this
study produces a portrait of Paul the pastor at least as he wanted to be regarded.

In Essay 18, the topic is “Paul and Violence.” Somewhat similarly to “counter-
imperial interpretation,” what we may call “anti-violence interpretation” is also
quite in vogue in some quarters of Biblical scholarship today. Just as the form-
er has had some salutary effects in making us understand some books of the
Scriptures better and in helping us be more sensitive to the socio-political effects
of our theological discourses, so the latter has also had some salutary effects in
making us aware of some violent thoughts and language clearly present in the
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Scriptures and in helping us be more sensitive to the potentially abusive or vio-
lence-inciting character of the language we use in our theological discourses and
homilies. However, in both kinds of interpretation there is the same problem of
excess shown especially clearly by some extremists or “zealots” of these inter-
pretative movements. So, in Essay 18, to answer the question whether Paul’s
teaching is violent or his language violence-inciting, I discuss questions such as:
To what extent is their reader- or victim-centered definition of violence realis-
tic or proper? Is it possible to avoid such language as “criticism” of falsehood,
“judgment”/“condemnation” of evil deeds, or “fighting” for truth, justice, free-
dom, peace, etc., or does the abandonment of such language serve the common
good of humanity? I point out the tendency among many practitioners of the
“anti-violence” interpretation to neglect due appreciation of Paul’s change from
a violent “zealot” to a “pacifist” Christian apostle, his gospel of Christ Jesus’
“victory” over the Satanic forces through his self-sacrifice, and his exhortations
for the church to “fight” the powers of sin and death with the “weapons” of self-
sacrificing love (“the law of Christ”) in imitation of Christ Jesus. I try to assess
how successful Paul was in practicing his own teaching of self-giving love even
for his enemies. In this essay, I have left out assessing the Wirkungsgeschichte of
his teachings, which, I presume, would be both positive and negative, depend-
ing on the degree to which the church in various times and places understood or
misunderstood, and applied or misapplied or failed to apply, Paul’s teachings.

Most of these essays originated separately from one another on various occa-
sions. Moreover, some of them deal with topics that are related and involve con-
siderable overlap. Therefore, some repetition is unavoidable. I beg the reader’s
indulgence.

Finally, I note here that I have appended my essay “Jesus and the Temple,”
which I wrote in the Spring of 1985. For an explanation of the appendix, I refer
the reader to p. 423 below.






1. The Structure and Function of 1 Thessalonians 1-3,
and the Occasion and Purpose of 1 Thessalonians

1 Thess 1-3 appears to be the thanksgiving section of the epistle. However, it is
unusual in that it is incomparably long, containing three thanksgivings (1:2-5 or
10'; 2:13; 3:9-10) and two or three narratives in between them ([1:6-10]; 2:1-12;
2:17-3:8). Furthermore, a fivefold combination of the effectiveness of the gospel
(or the faith of the Thessalonians) with Paul’s missionary entry (glcodog) in their
city runs through the whole thanksgiving section as a red thread. These phe-
nomena raise various questions about the structure and function of the section,
as well as about the relationship of the section with the remaining two chapters of
the epistle. And these questions are vital for a proper interpretation of the epistle
and for determining its occasion and Paul’s purpose in writing it.

1. The Fivefold Association of (a) the Effectiveness of the Gospel
(or the Faith of the Thessalonians) with (b) Paul’s Entry (elcodoc)

1:5 (a) 871 T edayyEhov Mudv odk EyeviBn el dpdg év Aoyw pévov &AL kol év Suvdpel kol
&v mvedpatt drylw kol [év] mAnpodople modAf [hence v. 6b: dekduevor Tov Adyov év BARyeL
TOMM] et xouphig TvebuoTog diylov],
(b) xeBirg oidare olot EyeviiBnuey [2v] duiv 8L dud.

1:9-10  (b) adTol yip mept Hudv dmoryyédhovay dmoloy elgodov Eoyopey mpds Hpds,
(a) xal i EmeaTpéVate TPdG TOV Bedv Amd T@V eldddwy Soukevew Begp {HvT kel dAnOVE
Kol Gvapévely ToV viov adTod £k TAV oDPavY, 8v Nyelpey Ek [TAV] vexpdv, Tnaodv Tov
puduevov Nudg &k Tiig Opyiis T EpxoUéVns.

2:1 (b) Avtol yip oldate, &dehdol, THv elcodov fudv TV Tpds dudg
(a) 81100 kevn yéyovey,

2:13  (b) Kt dwex totto [= his eloodog described in 2:2-12]
Kol Yuels edyaptoToduey T e ddheitTwg,
(a) 8L mapokafévreg Myov dxcofic mep” Hudv Tod Beod e845nae 00 Aéyov avBpdmay dAhd
kg taTv dhnBig Adyov Beod, 8¢ xal évepyeitou év Huv Toig ToTEDOVGLY.

! Commentators usually take the whole 1:2-10 as a thanksgiving section. But it may be better
to take 1:6-10 as a narrative, which elaborates on the cause for the thanksgiving (v. 5), especially
praising the faith that the Thessalonians came to have. See the section 8 “The Structure and
Function of 1 Thess 1-3” below, as well as comment on 1:6 in my commentary.
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3:6 Aptt 8% eEMBSvTog TipoBéov Tpde Nuds &’ DUV xal edotyyeMoruéVOL AUV
(a) Ty mioTw kel THY dydmny dudv,
(b) xet 811 Eyete pveloy Muev dyabiy Tdvote,
emmoBodvTes Nudg 06ty kabdmep kol Auels Dudg

(a-b/b-a/b-a/b-a/a~b — no exact chiasm)

(1) In 1 Thess 1:5, Paul relates the success of his mission or the gospel among the
Thessalonians to his missionary conduct among them. At first sight, the con-
nection between the clause xafax oidate olor éyeviibnuey [év] Ouiv 8u dpdg in 1:5 and
the preceding main clause &11 6 edotyyéhoy fiu@v otk dyevin elg Duds &v Adyw uévoy
BN ol év Suvdper kol év TvelpaT dryle xal [¢v] TAnpodopiy modA] appears a little
awkward. However, when we see that such a connection is not only made here
but is also repeated four more times within the relatively short space of 1 Thess
1-3, we can presume that it must have a certain vital logic and a central signifi-
cance. If so, finding that logic and appreciating that significance should be a key
to understanding Paul’s main concern and argument in 1 Thess 1-3. Already in
our verse, however, we can sense that Paul considers his missionary conduct, or
the Thessalonians’ appreciation of it, to have been instrumental in causing his
gospel to come to them not only in word but also in the powerful manifestation
of the Holy Spirit and with full conviction (so that they received it with joy of
the Spirit in spite of much affliction, v. 6b).

(2) In 1:9-10, Paul reports what some people in Macedonia and Achaia, and in
other places, speak about. They speak about Paul’s elgodog (“entry”) to the Thes-
salonians and their conversion from idols to the true God for salvation. Albeit
with a borrowed word, here again Paul connects the success of his mission (the
conversion and faith of the Thessalonians) with his missionary “entry” or con-
duct. If in 1:5 he indicated with the conjunction xafd¢ how his conduct had been
a cause for his missionary success, here in 1:9-10 he suggests the same with the
emphatic positioning of émoloy eloodov Zayopey mpog dudg before referring to the
conversion and faith of the Thessalonians (xal wég émeotpéyorre mpde Tov Bedy ...).

(3) In 2:1, Paul again connects his missionary elgodo¢ with the success of his
mission, although here he puts the latter in the self-effacing form of a negative
sentence: 811 o0 kevi) yéyovey (“that it did not become fruitless” or “that it was
not in vain”). By specifying his elocodog as the first direct object of the predicate
verb ofdate and then adding to it 811 00 kevy) yéyovev as an epexegetical object, he
produces here a similar effect as in 1:9-10.

In fact, 2:1 is so constructed as to correspond to the structure of 1:9-10. Ap-
parently, this is in order to express a thought parallel to that of the latter in
connection with &\ &v mavtt Téme # mloTig DUy 1 Tpde TOV Bedv EEeMAvbey, doTe
un ypetay Exew fudg haketv T of 1:8. The Macedonians, the Achaians, etc. “them-
selves” (adtot) speak about how impeccable an “entrance” Paul had towards the
Thessalonians and how it brought about the wonderful conversion of the Thes-
salonians. For this reason, Paul “has no need to say anything” (1:8). He states a
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