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Preface

This book first took shape as a PhD thesis submitted to the University of
Aberdeen in 1993. The original text is reproduced here with only a few
minor modifications.

I would like to take this opportunity to thank all those who have helped
me in the production of this book: the Overseas Division of the Methodist
Church in Great Britain, the Methodist Church in Kenya, and the Directors
of St. Paul’s United Theological College, Limuru, Kenya, for releasing me
from my teaching duties at the college during the period 1991 to 1993 so
that I might engage in doctoral research; the British Academy for providing
the funding for this project; Rev. Dr. Ruth B. Edwards of the New
Testament Department at Aberdeen for her work of supervision while the
thesis was being written; Rev. Prof. I. Howard Marshall, head of the
department, for his encouragement and perceptive comments on many
points; Prof. Martin Hengel and the publishers for accepting the book for
publication; and finally Mr. Andrew Warren of Wolfson College,
Cambridge, for kindly agreeing to put the material into the correct camera-
ready format required for publication.

It has been fashionable in biblical scholarship in recent years to yield to
the current of postmodernism and engage in one of the newer forms of
literary criticism of the biblical text. Nevertheless, it is my conviction that
the older, historical questions will not go away, but will continue to tease
the minds of scholars and ordinary laypeople for a good while to come. The
Fourth Gospel provides a particularly challenging ground for such research.
Despite the enormous amount of scholarly output on this Gospel over the
past century and a half, there are still many important historical issues over
which anything like a consensus is disconcertingly absent. The Gospel
remains an enigma still.

This book deals with one corner of one issue - the ‘works’ sayings of
Jesus as an aspect of the problem of the relationship between the Johannine
presentation of the spoken ministry of Jesus and Jesus’ own original speech.
If its treatment of that corner is found convincing, and if it succeeds in
shedding light on the wider issue, then it will not have been written in vain.

Limuru, September 1995 Peter Ensor
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Chapter 1

Introduction

1.1 The Aim and Plan of the Book

The aim of this book is to investigate the sayings attributed to Jesus in the
Fourth Gospel in which he refers to his ‘works’, ‘work’ or ‘working’.
Within this general area special attention will be given to the linkage these
sayings have with the ministry of the historical Jesus, and, to a lesser extent,
to their use in the patristic era. This is how the phrase ‘historical
perspective’ in the title of this book is to be understood. There will be no
sustained attempt here to try to extract from the Gospel information about
the history of the Johannine ‘community’ from which the Gospel is believed
to have emerged, such as has been attempted in recent years by scholars
such as J.L.. Martyn, R.E. Brown and R.A. Whiteacre.! Such an attempt
would in any case be very precarious, given the relatively few verses with
which this book will be mostly occupied. Rather, an attempt will be made to
trace, on the basis of the group of verses specified above, a trajectory of
understanding concerning Jesus as a doer of the works of God, stemming
from Jesus himself, through the author of the Fourth Gospel, to the writers
of the patristic period.

Following a brief survey of the relevant literature available on these
sayings, the rest of this chapter will be devoted to some important
introductory questions which relate to the Fourth Gospel as a whole. In this
part we will deal with the issues of the Gospel’s authorship, its relationship
with the Synoptic Gospels, its possible sources, and the stages of
development through which it may have passed. In the second chapter the
question of the ‘authenticity’ of the recorded sayings of Jesus will be
addressed, and a new model will be offered for the understanding of this
concept which hopefully will more fully satisfy the data which lies before us
in the Gospels. In the third chapter, the particular historical problems
associated with the sayings attributed to Jesus in the Fourth Gospel will be
addressed, and a case will be made for the possibility of finding ‘authentic’
material of various kinds among the Johannine sayings, both on the grounds
of some general considerations, and more particularly through a

1 J.L. Martyn (1968), R.E. Brown (1979), R.A. Whiteacre (1982).
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consideration of the manner in which the author appears to have handled
Old Testament quotations in the Gospel.

In chapters 4 to 9 we will take a detailed look at the sayings themselves,
examining their possible connection with the original teaching of Jesus,
their meaning within the context of the Fourth Gospel, and their use in the
patristic era. In these chapters, our attention will be directed to the relatively
small group of sayings which speak in terms of Jesus’ ‘works’, ‘work’ or
‘working’: Jn.4.34, 5.17, 19f., 36, 9.3f., 10.25, 32, 37f,, 14.10f., 15.24, and
17.4. Thus no attempt will be made to give detailed consideration to all the
sayings of Jesus and others in the Gospel which refer to ‘work’ or ‘works’
of other kinds (as in 3.19-21, 6.27-30, 7.3, 7, 8.39, 41, 14.12), though most
of these texts will be mentioned at various points in the book. Rather our
plan will be to concentrate mainly on those sayings in which Jesus himself
is represented as speaking explicitly about his own activities.

Finally, in chapter 10 we will conclude with a summary of the major
findings obtained from the research conducted in the main body of the book.

1.2 A Survey of the Literature

A survey of literature on the issues of the authenticity of the sayings of
Jesus in general and the authenticity of the sayings of Jesus in the Fourth
Gospel in particular will be incorporated in chapters 2 and 3 respectively,
when those subjects will be dealt with. Here, we will look specifically at the
literature written in recent years on the use of the ‘works’ concept in the
Fourth Gospel.

The main impression is one of the paucity of the literature available,
which is one reason why this book is being written. So far as I am aware,
only two major books have appeared specifically on this theme in recent
years, those of J. Riedl? and F. Grob,? written in German and French
respectively. Riedl’s treatment is exegetically very thorough, but he
virtually ignores the question of the possible linkage between the ‘works’
sayings and the historical Jesus, and his exegesis is open to the criticism of
importing post-Nicene understandings into the mind of the author. Grob’s
treatment is less thorough, contains questionable exegesis in a number of
places, and again ignores the question of ‘authenticity’. Neither of these
authors delves in any kind of formal way into the post-Johannine use of the
texts he handles.

2J. Ried! (1973).
3 F. Grob (1986).
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Apart from these books, and the notes on the relevant verses in the
commentaries, there are only articles and passages from larger works to be
consulted. Five categories of material may be distinguished:

(1) Firstly, there are the special sections in the commentaries devoted to
the subject of ‘miracles’ or ‘signs’ or ‘signs and works’. C.K. Barrett,* R.E.
Brown,5 R. Schnackenburg,$ and L. Morris? have sections of this kind. Since
these sections are mostly taken up with a discussion of the word onuetov,
comparatively little space is devoted to a discussion of the use of the word
£pyov, with the result that these sections are of only limited value as far as
our research is concerned.

(2) Secondly, there are sections in books on larger topics. Noteworthy
here are the works of W. Wilkens,8 S. Pancaro,® E. Albrecht!® and R.
Heiligenthal.!! The section in Wilkens’ book is again relatively brief, as
against the very much larger proportion he devotes to the subject of onueia
in the Fourth Gospel, and his Bultmannian understanding of ‘works’ as
another way of referring to ‘words’ is in any case highly questionable.
Pancaro’s treatment is angled in certain specific directions, such as the
question whether Jesus broke the sabbath commandment or was guilty of
blasphemy. A comprehensive analysis of the relevant texts is not attempted,
though Pancaro’s material on the Jewish background of the phrase ‘doing
the work (works) of God’ is especially useful. Meanwhile Albrecht and
Heiligenthal have short sections on some of the relevant texts, but both are
concerned about the specific issue of behaviour as a form of ‘witness’, and
both seek to cover the whole of the New Testament in their treatments, so
the space they devote to the Fourth Gospel is understandably rather limited.

(3) Thirdly, there are articles in dictionaries and journals on the theme of
‘works’ or ‘signs and works’ in the Fourth Gospel. Among the various
biblical and theological dictionaries, the article of G. Bertram in TDNT on
the word €pyov and its cognates is especially valuable,!? but, as with all
such articles which seek to give an overall picture of the biblical or New
Testament view of the word, the amount of space devoted to the Fourth
Gospel’s distinctive usage is inevitably very brief. Otherwise, the articles of

4 C.K. Barrett (19782) 75-78.

5 R.E. Brown (1966) 1.525-532.

6 R. Schnackenburg (ET 1968) 1.515-528.

7 L. Morris (1971) 684-691.

8 W. Wilkens (1969) 83-86.

9 S. Pancaro (1975) 9-22, 54-56, 63-76, 379-402.
10 E, Albrecht (1977) 133-157.

1T R, Heiligenthal (1983) 72-92, 135-142.

12 G. Bertram (1964) TDNT 2.635-650.
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L. Cerfaux!3 and M. de Jonge!4 are noteworthy, but, as in case of the
material noted under (1) and (2) above, the attempt to deal with both the
word ‘signs’ and the word ‘works’ in one article means that both can only
be given a relatively cursory treatment.

(4) Fourthly, there are the articles on specific verses among those to be
examined in this book, and on passages in which they appear. Thus, for
example, in the former class O. Cullmann!5 and C. Maurer!¢ have written on
Jn. 5.17, C.H. Dodd!” on Jn. 5.19f., and A. Vanhoye!8 on Jn. 5.36 and 17 4.
In the latter class we have useful articles from J. Giblet,!9 J. Bligh,20 A.C.
Sundberg,?! J. Bernard,2? F. Gryglewicz,2? and L.Th. Witkamp.24 All these
will be referred to in the course of the book. They are clearly helpful in
clarifying individual points, but naturally fail to present an overall picture of
the ‘works’ sayings in the Fourth Gospel, which is what will be attempted
here.

(5) Finally, the ‘works’ sayings of the Fourth Gospel are sometimes
discussed in connection with different theories concerning the sources the
author may have used in the compilation of his Gospel, in view of the fact
that the word usually occurs in discourses (always, if 3.19-21 is regarded as
part of Jesus’ speech), whereas the word ‘sign’ usually occurs in narrative
sections of the Gospel. H.H. Wendt?5 and S. Temple2¢ used this
phenomenon to argue that the ‘works’ sayings belonged to a more primitive
layer of the Gospel, whereas W. Nicol?” and U.C. von Wahlde28 argued that
they belonged to a later layer. Both pairs of scholars may be wrong, as we
shall see later in this chapter, but in both cases the treatment of the
theological significance of these verses is very slight, and the question of
ultimate ‘authenticity’, as opposed to ‘a more primitive layer’, is barely
touched upon, except by Wendt, whose work is now very dated.

13 L. Cerfaux (1958) 131-138.

14 M. de Jonge (1978) 107-125.

15 0. Cullmann (1951) 187-191.

16 C, Maurer (1957) 130-140.

17 C.H. Dodd (1962) 107-115.

18 A. Vanhoye (1960) 377-419.

19 J, Giblet (1955) 49-59, (1965) 17-25.

20 3. Bligh (1962) 329-346, (1963) 115-134, (1966) 129-144.
21 A.C. Sundberg (1970) 19-31.

22 3, Bernard (1977) 13-44, (1979) 3-55.

23 F. Gryglewicz (1980) 5-17.

24 L. Th. Witkamp (1985) 19-47.

25 H.H. Wendt (1902) 60-66.

26 S. Temple (1975) 44-50.

27 W. Nicol (1972) 113-123.

28 U.C. von Wahlde (1989) 36-41, 184-186.
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In conclusion, we find a gap in scholarship which this book is designed to
fill.2 Scholars who discuss ‘authenticity’ questions do not discuss the
‘works’ sayings of the Fourth Gospel in that connection. Those who discuss
the ‘works’ sayings of the Fourth Gospel do not pay enough attention to
their ‘authenticity’, and none pays any attention to their post-Johannine use
in the patristic era. Moreover, this book will advance a new understanding
of the whole concept of ‘authenticity’, and reasons why this understanding
is particularly appropriate to the Fourth Gospel. First, however, we must
have a brief look at some important introductory questions.

1.3 The Authorship of the Fourth Gospel

As in the case of many issues to do with the Fourth Gospel today, there is
no consensus on the question of the identity of its author. Nevertheless,
there is a fairly widespread belief that the Gospel was written either by one
who had eyewitness experience of the ministry of Jesus or by one who was
associated with such an eyewitness. That this position is not only credible
but likely may now be shown by a brief summary of the evidence.

1.3.1 The Internal Direct Evidence

There are three verses in the Gospel where some form of eyewitness
testimony is claimed:

Firstly, there is Jn. 1.14. Scholars are agreed that the fact that the object
of the verb £é0eaodueda here is 86Eav implies that the kind of ‘seeing’ in
mind at least includes a ‘seeing’ with faith, but does it also include a literal
seeing? This issue cannot be decided on the basis of an appeal to the usage
of the verb Oeduon itself,30 but the context definitely suggests the latter: the

29 Two further works not mentioned above are those of G. Delling (1966) and H.
Schlier (1968, a collection of essays which includes one on ‘Le Révélateur et son oeuvre
dans I’évangile de Saint Jean’). In both cases, however, the word ‘work’ used in their
titles refers to the entire revealing, saving and judging work of Christ in the Fourth
Gospel as a whole and not specifically to those verses in which a word for ‘work’ occurs.
The amount of space devoted to these verses is therefore very small, and once again
there is no attempt to link these verses with the historical Jesus.

30 The secular usage of the verb included both seeing with the eyes and contemplating
with the mind (cf. H.G. Liddell and R. Scott (1940%) 786), and, while in the New
Testament the word seems to be always used in a literal sense (cf. G. Abbott-Smith
(19813) 203), we cannot be absolutely sure that the author of the Fourth Gospel is using
the verb here in a different sense from those of his other verbs of seeing, e.g. Op@®,
BAémw, and Ocwp®d, which can bear a purely spiritual meaning (cf. R. Bultmann (ET
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two previous clauses, both using aorist tenses, refer to the historical event of
the incarnation of the Word of God, so the clause which follows them, also
using an aorist tense, most naturally refers to the contemporaneous
historical event of the seeing of the glory of the incarnate Word of God.
Such is also the most natural meaning of the language used in 1 Jn. 1.1-3.
To say this, however, does not necessarily mean that the one who penned
Jn. 1.14 had himself been an eyewitness (though this remains a possible
interpretation), since the plural ‘we’ may refer to a Johannine community
which included those who had participated only vicariously in the original
eyewitness experience.!

Secondly, there is Jn. 19.35. Most scholars are agreed that the witness
referred to here is the same person as the one elsewhere described as ‘the
disciple whom Jesus loved’ (hereafter called the ‘beloved disciple’
according to current scholarly convention),32 and that he is also the éxeivoc
of this verse, who is said to know that he tells the truth.33 It is less clear

1971) 69). As is commonly recognised, the author is fond of using synonyms and these
verbs may provide another example of this phenomenon (cf. C.C. Tarrelli (1946)
175-177).

31 As R.E. Brown (1982) 160 comments on 1 Jn. 1.1-3. Some scholars believe that Jn.
1.14 implies that the writer includes himself among those who actually saw Jesus in the
flesh. So B.F. Westcott (1908) 1.22, J.H. Bernard (1928) 1.21, R.C.H. Lenski (1943)
76f., R.H. Lightfoot (1956) 84f., D. Guthrie (1965) 217, J.Marsh (1968) 109-110, L.
Morris (1971) 104, R. Schnackenburg (ET 1980) 1.270, M. Hengel (1989) 63, D.A.
Carson (1991) 128. Others doubt this implication. So R. Bultmann (ET 1971) 69-70,
W.G. Kiimmel (ET 1975) 233, C.H.Dodd (1953 Interpretation) 167, C.K.Barrett (19782)
143f., 166, B. Lindars (1972) 95, TDNT 5.345, G.R. Beasley-Murray (1987) 14. All are
agreed, however, that the writer is associating himself in some sense with the original
eyewitness experience.

32 The only other alternative suggested is the soldier mentioned in 19.34, whom J.R.
Michaels (1967) 102-109 identified with the centurion who is referred to in Mk. 15.39
(B. Lindars (1972) 589 also considers this possible). While this is conceivable, it seems
less likely in view of the close correspondence in thought between 19.35 and 21.24
where the beloved disciple is definitely in mind. The fact that he is described as taking
Jesus’ mother to his own home in 19.27 is not an insuperable barrier to this
interpretation, since he may have done so after Jesus’ death.

33 R. Bultmann (ET 1971) 679 agrees to this also, though he regards the text as
corrupt and believes that it originally ran xai éxeivov oldapev Oti, though he can only
claim Nonnos in support. A few commentators have suggested that it may refer to Christ
in view of the fact that the same pronoun is used for him elsewhere in the Johannine
writings (e.g. Jn. 3.28, 30, 7.11, 9.28, 1 Jn. 2.6, 3.3, 5, 7, 16). So E.C. Hoskyns (19472)
2.638 and R.C.H. Lenski (1943) 1317. But there is nothing in the context of Jn. 19.35 to
suggest that this is how the word should be taken here. The most natural understanding is
therefore to take it to refer to the witness of Jesus’ death. See C.K.Barrett (19782) 557f.
for other, even less probable, suggestions.
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whether the same person wrote the verse itself,34 but, whoever its author, the
verse claims eyewitness testimony for at least one event in the Gospel’s
narrative, namely the manner of Jesus’ death, and great stress is placed on
the belief that this witness is true.

Thirdly, there is Jn. 21.24, where we have the clearest internal indication
of all concerning the authorship of the Gospel. The verse states that the
‘disciple who is bearing witness to these things’ (i.e. the beloved disciple, as
21.20-23 makes clear) also ‘wrote these things’. Whatever is meant by
‘these things’, it is unlikely that they include 21.24 itself, since the verse
continues ‘and we know that his testimony is true’, which is most naturally
taken to refer to another person or persons.35 However it is likely that
tavta refers to the bulk of the Gospel, rather than to just part or all of
ch.21,36 and while the words O ypdpog Toibta may not necessarily imply
that the subject of the verb actually penned the Gospel himself, as the cases

34 Some regard it to be the work of the beloved disciple himself, whom they regard to
be the author of virtually the whole Gospel. So B.F. Westcott (1908) liv-1vi, D. Guthrie
(1965) 218, L. Morris (1971) 820, D.A. Carson (1991) 625f. Others regard it to be the
work of the ‘evangelist’, i.e. the author of virtually the whole Gospel who is considered
to be distinct from the beloved disciple. So J.H.Bernard (1928) 2.649f., C.K. Barrett
(19782) 118, G.R. Beasley-Murray (1987) 354. Others again regard it to be the work of a
redactor who also added 21.24 and possibly other verses to the Gospel. So R. Bultmann
(ET 1971) 678f., B. Lindars (1972) 589, J. Becker (1979) 2.600, R. Schnackenburg (ET
1982) 3.290, E.F. Bruce (1983) 376.

35 Pace e.g. D. Guthrie (1965) 219, L. Morris (1971) 879, D.A. Carson (1991) 684.
Scholars differ on exactly who the ‘we’ might refer to. It could be fellow Johannine
disciples (so R.E. Brown (1966) 2.1124, F.F. Bruce (1983) 410), or members of the
church in which the Gospel originated (so B. Lindars (1972) 641), or, more specifically,
the church at Ephesus (so C.K. Barrett (19782) 588), or the elders of the church at
Ephesus (so J.H. Bernard (1928) 2.713, R.C.H. Lenski (1943) 1442), or, more generally,
the phrase ‘we know’ could be the equivalent of saying ‘as is well known’ (so C.H.
Dodd (1953 JI¥)).

36 Pace C.H. Dodd (1953 JTS), who thought it could apply to 21.22, 21.20-22,
21.15-22 or 21.1-22. While this is conceivable, it has been regarded as unacceptable by
the vast majority of scholars, e.g. R.E. Brown (1966) 2.1124, L. Morris (1971) 880, B.
Lindars (1972) 641, W.G. Kiimmel (ET 1975) 236, E. Haenchen (1980) 602, R.
Schnackenburg (ET 1982) 3.373, F.F. Bruce (1983) 409, J.A.T. Robinson (1985) 104,
G.R. Beasley-Murray (1987) 414f., D.A. Carson (1991) 683. The verse recalls 20.30f.
which clearly speaks about the main body of the Gospel (chs. 1-20); the beloved disciple
appears in the main body of the Gospel as well as in ch. 21, so if he ‘witnessed’ and
‘wrote’ about the events of ch. 21 there is no reason for denying that the same applied to
chs. 1-20; and anyway, if the person who wrote 21.24 wanted to inform his readers about
the origin of stories contained in ch. 21, would he not have wanted to do the same for the
rest of the Gospel? (Considerations from the style of ch. 21 in comparison with that of
chs. 1-20 do not help us here. We cannot know for sure whether or not ch. 21 came from
the same author as the one who wrote chs. 1-20 on stylistic grounds alone).
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of Pilate and his agents (Jn. 19.19, 22) and Paul and Tertius (Rom. 15.15)
make clear, the use of this word here is hardly compatible with the view that
the actual penman was only remotely connected with the beloved disciple,
or never knew him personally.37 At the very least it would seem that the
beloved disciple was the direct source of the testimony recorded in the
Gospel and, if, as the present tense of papTup®dv suggests, he was alive at
the time of the writing of 21.24,38 probably gave his ‘imprimatur’, so to
speak, to what had been written.

The identity of the beloved disciple is, of course, a highly controverted
question. An examination of the texts in which he appears in the Gospel
(13.23-26, 19.261., 20.2-10, 21.7, and 21.20-23) make unlikely the view that
he is a purely symbolic figure.3® He seems rather to have been a disciple

37 Opinions differ as to how close such a person might have stood to the beloved
disciple. For some he would have written at dictation. So J. Marsh (1968) 678, L. Morris
(1971) 880, B. Lindars (1972) 641, O. Cullmann (ET 1976) 84, J.A.T. Robinson (1985)
105, D.A. Carson (1991) 685. For others a looser relationship is envisaged. Thus J.H.
Bernard (1928) 2.713: the writer ‘put into shape’ the material he received. G. Schrenk,
TDNT 1.743, suggests that ‘the beloved disciple and his recollections stand behind this
Gospel and are the occasion for its writing’. R.E. Brown (1966) 2.1123: the beloved
disciple ‘was the source of the historical tradition that has come into the gospel’; ibid.
1127: ‘he has borne the witness echoed in the written gospel’. R. Schnackenburg (ET
1982) 3.373: the beloved disciple is ‘a guarantor of the content of the written work’.
G.R. Beasley-Murray (1987) 415: ypapog implies only ‘spiritual responsibility’.

38 J.H. Bernard (1928) 2.713, R.C.H. Lenski (1943) 1440, L. Morris (1971) 880, and
J.A.T. Robinson (1985) 104f. believe that the word paptupdv implies this, whereas
B.F. Westcott (1908) lvii, R.E. Brown (1966) 2.1123, R. Bultmann (ET 1971) 717, R.
Schnackenburg (ET 1982) 3.372, and R. Kysar (1986) 321 think that the beloved disciple
had died. The main argument for the latter view is that 21.20-23 seems to suggest that
the beloved disciple had already died, but these verses are equally compatible with the
view that he was approaching death or had outlived other contemporaries of Jesus. If this
argument is set aside, we are left with the fact that the present participle naptupdv
naturally points towards the supposition that he was still alive. We do not find
RapTUPNOAg OF HERAPTUPNK MG here, and if the writer had meant to say that the
disciple was witnessing even after his death through the written Gospel, why is 0
noptupdv mEPL ToUTwv not placed after 6 ypdpag tadro rather than before? Cf.
R.C.H. Lenski (1943) 1440.

39 E.g. the ideal disciple, or the ideal bearer of the apostolic witness, or of Gentile
christianity, or, as in the case of A. Kragerud (1959), of Johannine prophetism. Cf. W.G.
Kiimmel (ET 1975) 238 n. 187 and the literature cited there. Also R. Schnackenburg (ET
1982) 3.376-380 for a critique of these views. These theories have not gained general
consent. The details surrounding this figure are too specific. In particular, as J.J. Gunther
(1981) 135 noted, misunderstandings do not normally surround the death of merely
symbolic figures, and it is unlikely that the editor(s) would have appealed to the witness
of one whom they intended to be understood as an imaginary person. This is not to say
that the beloved disciple does not have ‘paradigmatic significance’, as K. Quast (1989)
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who stood in a very close relationship to Jesus. The traditional view, of
course, is that he was John the apostle.40 Other suggestions in recent times
have been John Mark,4! Lazarus,4? Jude,43 Nathanael, Matthias, the rich
young ruler,44 and some unknown contemporary disciple of Jesus.45 No
judgment on this question will be offered here. The relevant point for our
purposes is that, whoever he was, the beloved disciple was an eyewitness of
the ministry of Jesus and is said in 21.24 to have ‘written’ (at least most of)
the Gospel.

has argued, but it is to say that he is intended to be understood as being as real as any
other character who appears in the Gospel’s narratives.

40 Cf. H.P.V. Nunn (1952), D. Guthrie (1965) 216-246, E.K. Lee (1966) 300, L.
Morris (1969) ch. 4, S.S. Smalley (1978) 68-82, J.A.T. Robinson (1985) 93-122, J.
Painter (1991) 63-73 and D.A. Carson (1991) 68-81, G.M. Burge (1992) 44f. Themelios
18.1, 1992, 35 announces a forthcoming book by J. Wenham which will defend this
position again. P. Parker’s (1962) 35-43 objections to it do not represent the last words
on the subject.

41 This identification is supported by P. Parker (1960) 97-110, G.J. Paul (1965) 25-28,
J. Marsh (1968) 24f. L. Johnson (1965-6) 157f. believes that John Mark was the host at
the Last Supper (see D. Rogers (1965-6) 214 and L. Johnson (1965-6) 380 for the
continuation of the debate). J.K. Thornecroft (1986-7) 135-139 believes that the beloved
disciple was the host at the Last Supper and was a priest, but does not identify him with
John Mark.

42 This identification is supported by F.V. Filson (1949) 83-88, J.N. Sanders (1954-5)
29-41, and J.N. Sanders and B.A. Mastin (1968) 31f.

43 This identification is supported by J.J. Gunther (1981). Gunther regards him as a
late believer, hence his late appearance in the Gospel. Being a brother of Jesus he would
naturally have been given a special place at the Last Supper (if more than the Twelve
were present) and would naturally have been entrusted with Mary. Gunther’s further
proposals that in fact Jude was one of the Twelve and should be identified with Judas
‘not Iscariot’ (14.22) assumes that the Twelve were formed at late stage in Jesus’
ministry - an assumption which runs up against Jn. 6.67, 70 as well as the Synoptic
evidence.

44 Cf, D. Guthrie (1965) 223 for these last three names.

45 Thus, for example, B. Lindars (1972) 34 proposes an unnamed member of the
Twelve; O. Cullmann (ET 1976) proposes a Judaean disciple of Jewish heterodox
origins; and R.E. Brown (1979), R. Schnackenburg (ET 1982) 3.375-388 - both
modifying their previously held view that the beloved disciple was probably to be
regarded as John the apostle - E. Haenchen (1980) 603, and G.R. Beasley-Murray (1987)
Ixxiii propose a more indeterminate unknown disciple of Jesus during the time of his
ministry. Mention should also be made of M. Hengel’s (1989) distinctive view that the
beloved disciple was for the editors John ‘the Elder’, while for John ‘the Elder’ himself,
who, Hengel believes, was the real author, he was John the apostle. This view, apart
from being rather speculative, rests, of course, on the uncertain supposition that Papias
spoke about fwo Johns in the well-known passage from his ‘Expositions’ which Eusebius
quotes (H.E. 3.39.3f).
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We must remember that this verse was part of the Gospel when it was
originally published (790-100 AD).46 There is no manuscript evidence for it
being a later addition. It is highly likely therefore that whoever wrote it
knew the truth of the Gospel’s origin. As a consequence what it says must
be taken with the utmost seriousness.

1.3.2 The Internal Indirect Evidence

The case for the belief that the Fourth Gospel is substantially the work of an
eyewitness of the ministry of Jesus on the basis of internal indirect evidence
was classically presented in English-speaking scholarship by B.F.
Westcott.47 Westcott argued strongly that in view of the author’s evident
acquaintance with the Old Testament, Jewish opinions and observances, the
semitic character of his language, his knowledge of Palestinian geography,
the vivid detail of his narrative, and his apparent claim to have been within
the circle of Jesus’ closest followers, he must have been a Palestinian Jew
who was an eyewitness of Jesus’ ministry and was in fact the apostle John.
While not many today would agree with Westcott’s belief in apostolic
authorship, many are convinced that eyewitness testimony lies behind the
Gospel on the basis of this internal indirect evidence.48 Others are not so
sure. C.K. Barrett, for example, while conceding that ‘here and there behind
the Johannine narrative there lies eyewitness material’,4 thinks that many of
the details may either have come from a source, or have been known by a
diaspora Jew, or may have been added at a later stage of the tradition after
the manner of the apocryphal Gospels.50 The first possibility presents no
problem, so long as the ‘source’ in question itself contains eyewitness
testimony. The difficulty here is determining what in the Fourth Gospel has

46 This is the date assigned to the Gospel by the vast majority of scholars. For notable
exceptions to this consensus, we may mention J.A.T. Robinson (1975) 254-284 and L.
Morris (1978) 170-172 who assign it a date before 70 AD.

47 B.F. Westcott (1908) 1.x-lii, though cf. the equally impressive case presented
before Westcott’s commentary was published by J.B. Lightfoot in his Biblical Essays
(1893) 3-44, 125-198.

48 Cf. e.g. W.C. van Unnik (1964) 61: ‘Many things in this Gospel are suggestive of
personal reminiscence’; W. Barclay (1956) 1.xx: ‘apparently unimportant details ... are
inexplicable unless they are the memories of a man who was there’; R.D. Potter (1959)
1.337: ‘We have in this Gospel ... the narrative of a reliable witness, a Palestinian Jew’.
So one might go on.

49 C.K. Barrett (19782) 123.

50 Ibid. 119-123. For a yet more reserved judgement cf. R. Schnackenburg (ET 1980)
1.94: ‘From the narrative passages of the gospel itself, no certain arguments can be
drawn either for or against the author’s being an eye-witness’.
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