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Preface 

Almost ten years have passed since the days of my doctoral dissertation on the 
Christology of Romans 1:3-4, published in Finland 1992. The following years 
were spent on an investigation on the soteriology of Paul, treating the themes 
of theodicy and predestination in Pauline teaching on justification (published in 
WUNT 2. series 1998). After that project I wished to return to the study of 
Christology, since I had been developing earlier ideas by writing articles and 
giving lectures on the subject in my capacity as a New Testament scholar at the 
Theological Institute of Finland (Helsinki), and as a docent at the University of 
Helsinki. I had never yet published any of that material in English. 

When I returned to the subject it soon became apparent, however, that quite 
much had happened in the field of the study of exaltation Christology. Divine 
agent theory (Hurtado) was quite new when I wrote my dissertation in 1988-
1991. Since then it has gained many adherents in scholarship. Also the angelic 
interpretation (Fossum, Segal, Gieschen) has become rather popular. 
Furthermore, several publications on a messianic interpretation, and on the 
significance of Psalm 110, as well as other books on the divine throne, have 
moved the discussion to a new level. 

All these attempts to explain early exaltation Christology are linked with 
early Jewish merkabah mysticism. Therefore, I could not escape the challenge 
of approaching the subject of resurrection theology in Rom. 1:3-4 and in 
several parallel passages from the point of view of the merkabah-throne. This 
led me to a new investigation of Jewish merkabah texts, as well as to a new 
study of New Testament exaltation passages. 

The research was once again made possible by a research project of the 
Institute, and it became a real source of joy in my life. I am especially indebted 
to my colleague, Rev. Eero Junkkaala, General Secretary of the Theological 
Institute, who has continuously encouraged me in my work. My thanks also 
go to the staff of the Institute, our librarian Erkki Hanhikorpi, as well as to our 
secretary, Mrs. Kirsi Sell, who has taken care of many practical matters. 

Already in my dissertation I expressed my deep gratitude both to Prof. Dr. 
Peter Stuhlmacher and to Prof. Dr. Martin Hengel for their hospitality during 
my stay in Tübingen when writing my dissertation. Now after several more 
years of work, I wish to renew my thanks while the years have proven that 
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their instructions have provided for a continuing inspiration in my study of 
early Christology. 

My special thanks go to Prof. Kai Mikkonen at the Faculty of Arts, 
University of Helsinki. In my studies on literary theory he has patiently guided 
me through the paths of structuralism, post-structuralism, and intertextual 
criticism. I hope that the methodological ideas developed in this study will be a 
credit to this dialogue. I should also like to thank some friends of mine and 
"fel lows" of the Institute: Docent Lauri Thuren (Abo/Joensuu) for his 
suggestions and comments, and Prof. Antti Laato (Abo), with whom I have 
spent hours discussing new literary methods and their application to biblical 
study. 

Not least, I am deeply indebted to Mr. Michael Cox, Lie. Theol. (Kerava), 
Mrs. Virpi Hopkins, M.A., and Mr. Michael Hopkins, B.B.A., M.T.S. , 
(Helsinki) for their labours in undertaking the language revision of this 
manuscript. 

Finally, I wish to express my sincere thanks to Professors Martin Hengel 
and Otfried Hofius of Tübingen for their kind acceptance of my study for 
publication in this distinguished series, as well as the editorial staff of J .C.B. 
Mohr (Paul Siebeck) for their highly professional assistance in preparing the 
manuscript for publication. 

Timo Eskola 
Theological Institute of Finland 
Kaisaniemenkatu 13 A 4. krs 
FIN-00100 Helsinki 
Finland 
e-mail: timo.eskola@teolinst.fi 

Unless otherwise indicated, biblical quotations in English are taken from the 
New Revised Standard Version. 
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I 

Introduction 

§ 1 Jewish Mysticism and New Testament Exegesis 

The study of New Testament Christology has often learned much from the 
study of Jewish theology, and especially from the study of Jewish mysticism 
in the Second Temple period and later traditions. When we are attempting to 
find a relevant interpretation for exaltation Christology in the New Testament, 
we need to pay special attention to the exhaustive and inspiring study of Jewish 
mysticism that has taken place over the last two decades. In this introductory 
chapter we shall first make a short survey of the history of interpretation 
concerning the relation between Second Temple Jewish mystical tradition and 
early Christology. In addition, there are certain necessary methodological 
questions that need to be answered. 

1.1. The relation of merkabah mysticism and early Christology in scholarship 

Did merkabah mysticism influence the development of Christology? The 
relation between Jewish mysticism and the emerging Christology of early 
Jewish Christianity has interested scholars for a long time. Even though 
merkabah mysticism itself appears not to be very well known in the area of 
New Testament studies in general, in the history of scholarship we can already 
now find several different theories explaining that relation. Before proceeding 
to the definition of the task of this study we shall first treat the major theories 
that have been proposed as a solution for the basic problem concerning the 
aforementioned relationship. As a start we need to see how merkabah 
mysticism has been considered in the area of Jewish studies. 

a. Merkabah mysticism in Jewish studies 

The concept of merkabah mysticism itself needs some clarification. It is 
apparent that exaltation Christology has relevant parallels in several themes of 
apocalyptic Jewish mysticism, for example in themes such as heavenly 
journeys, ascensions, throne visions and enthronements. In scholarship such 
Jewish mysticism has most often been defined as merkabah mysticism, 
because heavenly journeys and throne visions focus on the heavenly 
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merkabah, the throne chariot of God. Throne descriptions have been regarded 
as a uniting feature for the passages under consideration. In Jewish studies the 
throne has further been considered as the main feature of such mysticism. Even 
though merkabah mysticism has often been regarded as a relatively late 
phenomenon belonging to Hekhalot literature, we are here interested in its pre-
Christian origins and early forms in New Testament times. 

What is also interesting, is the close relationship of Jewish mysticism to the 
traditional Temple-centred faith of Israel. G. Scholem, the writer of Major 
Trends in Jewish Mysticism, connected Jewish mysticism to the main themes 
of Jewish faith, i.e. to the worshipping of God the King on his heavenly 
throne.1 

"We know that in theperiodof the Second Temple an esoteric doctrine was already taught in 
Pharisaic circles. The first chapter of Genesis, the story of Creation (Maaseh Bereshith). and 
the first chapter of Ezekiel, the vision of God's throne-chariot (the 'Merkabah'), were the 
favorite subjects of discussion and interpretation which it was apparently considered 
inadvisable to make public." 

Thus it was Scholem who gave the first, and greatly influential, definition 
of the nature of early Jewish mysticism:2 

"What was the central theme of these oldest of mystical doctrines within the framework of 
Judaism? No doubts are possible on this point: the earliest Jewish mysticism is throne-
mysticism. Its essence is not absorbed contemplation of God's true nature, but perception of 
His appearanceon the throne, as described by Ezekiel, andcognition of the mysteries of the 
celestial throne-world. The throne-world is to the Jewish mystic what the pleroma, the 
'fullness, ' the bright sphere of divinity with its potencies, aeons, archons and dominions is 
to the Hellenistic and early Christian mystics of the period who appear in the history of 
religion under the names of Gnostics and Hermetics." 

For a time Jewish mysticism was associated with Jewish apocalyptic that 
was popular in the second and first centuries B.C.E. Therefore the writings 
and different themes in that tradition were interpreted merely in that rather late 
context. In his innovative study The Dawn of Apocalyptic (1975) P. D. 
Hanson, however, challenged this view. Hanson investigated the relationship 
between Jewish apocalyptic eschatology and the prophetic tradition of Israel.3 

"Our point is this: The origins of apocalyptic cannot be explained by a method which 
juxtaposes seventh- and second-century compositions and then proceeds to account for the 
features of the latter by reference to its immediate environment. The apocalyptic literature of 
the second century and after is the result of a long development reaching back to pre-exilic 
times and beyond, and not the new baby of second-century foreign parents. Not only the 
sources of origin, but the intrinsic nature of late apocalyptic compositions can be understood 

1 Scholem, Major Trends, 42. 
2 Scholem, Major Trends, 43-44. 
3 Hanson, The Dawn, 6. 
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only by tracing the centuries-long development through which the apocalyptic eschatology 
developed from prophetic and other even more archaic native roots." 

Hanson's conclusion is important for our study of the tradition history of 
the main ideas of merkabah mysticism. We are not dealing with a peculiar 
second century B.C.E. phenomenon, but instead with a "centuries-long 
development" of ideas. Therefore, in the present study, we need to take such a 
background into consideration. 

In apocalyptic writings the throne of God is constantly associated with an 
ascent structure. Throne visions occur in a context where a privileged pious 
one is making a heavenly journey under the guidance of an angel. Therefore 
the study of throne mysticism has often focused on such an ascent structure. 

A.F. Segal first treated the ascent structure in his monograph Two Powers 
in Heaven (1977), where he investigated a Jewish heresy of a divine heavenly 
being beside God. Even though the analyses were centred on rabbinic 
writings, Segal also made some comments on earlier apocalyptic writings and 
the New Testament.4 

In his famous ANRW article, Heavenly Ascent in Hellenistic Judaism, 
Early Christianity and their Environment (1980), Segal then made a detailed 
survey of the ascent structure in apocalyptic writings. In this paper Segal stated 
that although apocalyptic literature may have many different functions, an 
underlying ascent structure behind most writings can be isolated.5 He paid 
special attention to angelic figures which performed different functions in 
heaven. Segal also made some direct suggestions concerning the connection of 
early Christology to such an ascent structure, and we shall return to these 
statements later. 

Even though the golden era of Jewish mysticism is usually thought to have 
begun in the first centuries of the Common Era, the data of earlier forms of 
mysticism have been well known from the very first studies. Segal, for 
instance, investigates the pre-Christian writings of Qumran, 1 Enoch and the 
Testament of Levi. Thus the scholarly dating of the earliest phases of Jewish 
mysticism has not essentially changed over the years. 

In the same year, 1980,/. Gruenwald published an important study entitled 
Apocalyptic and Merkavah Mysticism. Gruenwald first studied various types 
of biblical theophany and then listed some of the characteristic features of 
throne visions (here in a somewhat abbreviated form):6 

a. God is sitting on a throne; 
b. He has the appearance of a man; 
4 See e.g. Segal, Two Powers, 182ff. 
5 Segal, ANRW II 23.2. (1980) 1358. 
6 Gruenwald, Apocalyptic, 31 . 
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c. God is sitting in a palace; 
d. Fire occupies an important position in the vision; 
e. God is accompanied by angels who minister to Him; 
/ . The angels recite hymns. 
It is easy to see that these elements are linked to the Temple theophanies of 

the prophets, thus revealing a cultic context. Further, as Gruenwald notes, 
these elements "became major components in the mystical visions found in 
apocalyptic and later on in the Merkavah visions of Hekhalot literature." 
Gruenwald also investigated apocalyptic writings from 1 Enoch and the 
Apocalypse of Abraham to the Ascension of Isaiah and the Apocalypse of 
Paul, detecting the occurrence of those features. 

Furthermore, Gruenwald paid attention to the reception of merkabah 
material in a Christian environment. He noted, for example, that in the 
Ascension of Isaiah a text that has undergone Christian redaction, several 
features connected the Christian editorial contribution to the underlying Jewish 
original. Furthermore he concluded, however, that such features might derive 
from Gnostic Christianity.7 In the Apocalypse of John he found a more 
"traditional" Jewish teaching. "Although the Apocalypse of John received its 
final shape some twenty years after the destruction of the Temple, its Merkavah 
material is nevertheless typical of its Jewish counterpart before the 
destruction."8 

The transcendent nature of Jewish apocalyptic was brought out in the 
lengthy study The Open Heaven (1982) by Chr. Rowland.9 

"By the time we reach the apocalyptic writings of the third and second centuries BC and later, 
we find that a cosmology has developed in which God is enthroned in glory in heaven, and 
his activities are carried out among men either by angelic intermediaries or other modes of 
divine operation like the spirit or shekinah. The cosmological beliefs were such that it often 
became necessary for anyone who would enter the immediate presence of God to embark on a 
journey through the heavenly world, in order to reach God himself." 

In this transcendent scene, according to Rowland, angelic intermediaries 
played a significant role. Thus the suggestions of Segal concerning the 
importance of angelology in the interpretation were taken further. Rowland 
found evidence that the developing angelology "had produced an angelic figure 
of considerable status, whose position in the heavenly hierarchy set him apart 
from the rest of the angels". Such a belief in an exalted angel "owed much to 
the developments of the throne-theophany already inherent in the book of 

7 Gruenwald, Apocalyptic, 61 f. 
8 Gruenwald, Apocalyptic, 62. 
9 Rowland, Open Heaven, 80. 
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Ezekiel i tself ' .1 0 In addition, Rowland suggested that there was another 
development that took a rather different form. In certain apocalyptic writings 
there appeared an attempt to reinterpret the throne-theophany "by identifying 
the figure on the throne, not with God but with a man exalted to heaven by 
God". This was especially the case with the Son of Man ideas of the 
Similitudes of Enoch.'1 

As the basic features of the "ascent structure" of Jewish mysticism had been 
investigated, further studies began to make precise the details in this subject. In 
The Faces of the Chariot (1988) D. J. Halperin studied early Jewish responses 
to the prophet's vision in the book of Ezekiel. Halperin was interested in 
throne visions, and one of his main theses was that on the basis of Ezekiel's 
vision there emerged a "hymnic tradition". This tradition focused on heavenly 
worship. The seraphs with other heavenly beings eternally sang "Holy, Holy, 
Holy" before God ' s throne.12 According to Halperin, Jewish mysticism 
building on such a tradition was of a cultic nature. 

Therefore, for example in 1 Enoch, the merkabah was located in a heavenly 
Temple. Halperin pays attention to the fact that heavenly beings were engaged 
in a heavenly liturgy.13 

"Daniel and Enoch share an image, perhaps drawn from the hymnic tradition of merkabah 
exegesis (think of the Angelic liturgy), of God surrounded by multitudes of angels. But, in 
the Holy of Holies, God sits alone. Even the priests, as Josephus stresses... may not enter 
this inner shrine... The angels, barred from the inner house, are the priests of Enoch's 
heavenly Temple. The high priest must be Enoch himself, who appears in the celestial Holy 
of Holies to procure forgiveness for holy beings ." ' 4 

Another interesting field of study is naturally the world of the Dead Sea 
Scrolls. Especially the publication of the Songs of the Sabbath Sacrifice 
inspired scholars in the study of mysticism.15 In 1982 L. Schiffman suggested 
in his article that merkabah speculation at Qumran is probably one of the main 
sources for merkabah mysticism in general. There are similarities in 
terminology and motifs, even though no mention of a heavenly journey can be 

10 Rowland, Open Heaven, 94, 111. 
11 Rowland , Open Heaven, 104. 
12 Halperin, Chariot, 46, 61. 
13 Other detailed studies concerned for example the nature of the heavenly sanctuary in 

apocalyptic writings, see especially A.J. McNicol 's article "The Heavenly Sanctuary in 
Judaism", JRS 13 (1987) 66-94. 

It Halperin. Chariot, 81-82. 
15 This can be seen already from the first comments of Strugnell in his article "The 

Angelic Liturgy at Qumran", VT suppl. (1960) 318-345. 
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found.16 He also paid attention to the connection between earthly worship and 
heavenly liturgy.17 

Finally C. Newsom 's critical edition of the Songs of the Sabbath Sacrifice 
(1985) opened the field for scholars in this area. In her analysis Newsom noted 
the cultic character of these songs which focus on the heavenly Temple and 
describe the heavenly liturgy of the cherubim in detail.18 

In sum, Jewish mysticism is "throne mysticism". It is especially interested 
in throne visions. In these visions one can detect an ascent structure, where 
privileged persons are escorted before God's throne of glory in heaven. Some 
writings describe a heavenly worship that is located in the heavenly temple. 
Furthermore, according to certain passages, angelic intermediaries make 
services to God both in heaven and on earth. 

Even though many Jewish apocalyptic writings derive from the Common 
Era and have apparently been subjected to Christian redaction, certain writings 
are clearly pre-Christian. Jewish mysticism seems to have a long tradition 
history, and many of the relevant themes for our study occur in writings that 
were written centuries before the New Testament. 

b. Merkabah mysticism and Christology: early suggestions 

As we have seen above, the scholars working on Jewish mysticism noted 
certain similarities between merkabah mysticism and New Testament 
Christology. Especially descriptions of heavenly figures were compared with 
descriptions of the resurrected Christ in New Testament. Further the idea of 
exaltation soon became important. 

In New Testament scholarship several independent analyses were also made 
concerning this relation. For example, the idea of heavenly visions was taken 
under consideration. As early as 1971 J. W. Bowker wrote about merkabah 
visions and the theology of Paul in his JSS article. Bowker focused on Paul's 
accounts of visions and their similarities with Jewish accounts of ascension.19 

This point of view is important and it poses several important questions. Was 
Paul a seer himself? What is his relationship to the tradition of merkabah 
visions? Such questions need to be answered in the investigation later. 

In the area of the study of Christology we also need to remember M. 
Hengel's early work DerSohn Gottes (German 1975; in English, The Son oj 
God, 1976). In his study Hengel proposed that the Jewish background for a 

16 Schiffman, Mystics, 45-46. 
17 Schiffman, Mystics, 17-18. 
18 See e.g. Newsom, Songs, 18ff. 
19 Bowker, JSS 16 (1971) 157-173. Later the theme was investigated e.g. by Schafer, JJS 

35 (1984) 19-35. 
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Christological description of an exalted Son of God can be found in the exalted 
figures that appear e.g. in 1 Enoch. In addition to such an ascent structure, 
Psalm 110 appeared to be decisive for early Christology.20 

Hengel commented further on the angelic interpretation that was held in the 
area of Jewish studies. Even though there was developed angel Christology 
e.g. in Gnostic circles, which may have been building on a similar tradition as 
the Melchizedek text from Qumran, New Testament Christology did not 
embrace such a view. For example, in the Letter to the Hebrews a fundamental 
distinction is made between the exalted Christ and the angels. Even though the 
idea of angel veneration was possible at that time, early Christology "left all 
these intermediary stages behind in a bold move" in Christological thinking.21 

In addition to these early attempts to clarify the influence of Jewish 
mysticism on early Christology, there have been three major theories by which 
that relation has been explained. The first of these has emphasized the 
angelology found in merkabah texts. 

c. Angelic interpretation 

One of the first scholars to suggest the angelic interpretation was A.F. Segal, 
whose analyses were described above. In addition to the interpretation of 
Jewish mysticism, Segal made some quite direct suggestions concerning the 
nature of early Christology. He noted, for instance, the special significance of 
Psalm 110 for Christological descriptions. 

"The Easter experience of the church was from the earliest time understood and expressed as 
the fulfillment of Ps. 110 and Dan. 7:13, seen as prophetic scripture. Jesus is proclaimedas a 
divine figure on the basis of his ascension to heaven and subsequent identification with the 
'Lord' (Kyrios = YHWH) of Ps. 110 and the 'son of man' of Dan. 7:13 and Ps. 8:4."22 

Segal was quite optimistic as regards angelic interpretation. "Indeed, it is 
probable that Jesus' identity was very early associated with the angel of 
YHWH who is superior to all angels in that he represents God's name on 
earth."23 This kind of interpretation was unique, however, since the ascension 
was closely associated with resurrection. Segal noted that, for example, in the 
Christ-hymn of Philippians 2 the ascension of Jesus in his resurrection was 
described by exploiting Old Testament enthronement language (cf. Ps. 97:9 
LXX). Furthermore, he concluded that "the Pauline predicates of the exalted 
Christ in Philippians are divine in character, biblical references referring to 

20 Hengel, Son of God, 60f. 
21 Hengel, Son of God, 82-84. 
22 Segal, ANRW 23.2. (1980) 1371. 
23 Segal, ANRW 23.2. (1980) 1371. 
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God used in Jewish liturgy as doxologies."24 According to Segal, the implicit 
three-fold level of the universe found in the hymn entails further the belief that 
Christ has surmounted all the various levels to become its ruler. 

The enthronement theme was not applied merely to Christology. Segal paid 
attention to the fact that in Ephesians, for instance, not only Christ is seated at 
the right hand of God, but believers are enthroned with him. In Christology, 
however, the enthronement theme found several other lines of interpretation. In 
Hebrews the enthronement "at the right hand of God" is expressed by the 
priestly Melchizedek tradition. In the Apocalypse of John, in turn, Segal also 
found a descent-ascent pattern. Here Christ was a "man-child" who was caught 
up to God and His throne.25 

The Apocalypse of John was also of interest to R. Bauckham, who wrote 
on the worship of Jesus in apocalyptic Christianity. Bauckham argued that "the 
highest Christology, including the direct ascription of the title 'God' to Jesus, 
seems to have occurred earliest in contexts of worship," even though he did 
not believe that the heavenly liturgy of the Apocalypse would reflect an earthly 
liturgy practised in the Johannine churches.26 After comparing the Apocalypse 
to the Ascension of Isaiah, Bauckham stated that apocalyptic Christian circles 
emphasized a traditional motif "designed to rule out angelolatry." While they at 
the same time depicted the worship of Jesus in the throne-room of heaven, they 
deliberately placed Christ "on the divine side of the line which monotheism 
must draw between God and creatures."27 

C. Rowland, whose aforementioned work bore the subtitle "A Study of 
Apocalyptic in Judaism and Early Christianity," stressed more the aspect of 
angelology in the formation of early Christology. He compared the Apocalypse 
of John with the Apocalypse of Abraham, where the angel Jaoel had a primary 
status. Since in both of these writings the exalted one possessed a divine name 
and was described in a somewhat similar manner (sapphire, chrysolite, 
rainbow), Rowland concluded that it was "not easy to differentiate between 
this angel and the risen Christ who appears to John on the island of Patmos."28 

"Both of these works clearly think of the angelic figure as one who possesses 
divine attributes." In the Apocalypse of Abraham the figure is clearly an angel. 
In the Book of Revelation Christ is not directly described as an angel but, 
according to Rowland, "his function is not too different from the angelic 

2 4 Segal, ANRW 23.2. (1980) 1373. Later in his Paul the Convert, Segal applied several 
themes of the Jewish mystical tradition to the interpretation of Paul ' s theology. See 
especially Segal, Paul, 40-52. 

25 Segal, ANRW 23.2. (1980) 1374-1375. 
26 Bauckham, NTS 27 (1980-1) 331, 335. 
27 Bauckham, NTS 27 (1980-1) 335. 
2 8 Rowland, Open Heaven, 102. 
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intermediaries, who guide the apocalypticists on their heavenly journeys and 
reveal to them the secrets of God."29 

It is small wonder that Rowland concludes that modern study of 
Christology fails to note the "extent of the influence of angel-christology on 
primitive Christian doctrine." According to Rowland, the letter to the Hebrews, 
for example, indicates that in the community addressed some were having 
difficulty separating Christ from other angelic beings.30 This, however, is not 
self-evident. If Bauckham's conclusions are correct, the matter may be quite 
the opposite. The earliest Christology may have been expressed by exploiting 
the difference between the status of Christ and the angels from the very start. 
In spite of this, Rowland's view confirms the fact that, as we saw already in 
the writings of Segal, angelology in fact had great influence on the application 
of merkabah mysticism in the interpretation of early Christology. 

d. The divine agent theory 

The next of the major theories is the one that speaks of a tradition of divine 
agency in Jewish mysticism. Previous suggestions and explanations had been 
based on rather short remarks and even the angelic interpretation in its first 
stages was not a very comprehensive theory. Such suggestions, however, 
prepared the way for more extensive analyses. 

The study of Christology took a major step forward in 1988 when L. W. 
Hurtado published his monograph One God, One Lord. Building on the 
foundation of new and blossoming Jewish studies Hurtado focused especially 
on matters related to merkabah mysticism. He highlighted a notion of divine 
agency in Second Temple Judaism. 

"[T]he literature of postexilic Judaism contains many references to various heavenly figures 
who are described as participating in some way in God's rule of the world and his redemption 
of the elect. In particular, there are heavenly figures described as occupying a position second 
only to God and acting on God's behalf in some major capacity. It is these figures which are 
most relevant for the historical problem of the origin of the cultic veneration of Jesus."3 ' 

Hurtado argued that many Jews speculated about heavenly beings who were 
considered to be God's pre-eminent servants and who had a special status in 
the heavenly hierarchy. He classified three general types of beings who 
attained this role. There were personified divine attributes such as Wisdom or 
Logos, exalted patriarchs like Enoch and Moses, and principal angels like 
Michael. The divine agency category then became crucial for the interpretation 
of early Christology. 

2 9 Rowland , Open Heaven, 103. 
3 0 Rowland, Open Heaven, 112. 
31 Hurtado, One God, 17. 
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"At the earliest stages, Christian experience of and reflection upon the risen Jesus were 
probably influenced by and drew upon the divine agency category. Jesus was experienced and 
understood as exalted to the position of God's chief agent. The divine agency tradition was 
important in providing the resources for accommodating a heavenly figure second only to 
God in authority and glory."32 

The content of early Christology was, however, no longer consistent with 
Jewish conceptions. In what Hurtado calls "the Christian mutation", Jewish 
monotheistic devotion was altered. The risen Christ came to share in the 
devotional and cultic attention normally reserved for God: "the early Christian 
mutation in Jewish monotheism was a religious devotion with a certain 
binitarian shape."33 

Hurtado exploited the new areas of Jewish studies, but he did not accept the 
suggestion of an angel-christology as the only source explaining early 
Christology. His conclusions continued on the line of Bauckham underlining 
the devotional character of Christological statements. In the early dating of the 
devotional exaltation Christology Hurtado followed Hengel, and once again 
challenged the widely-accepted "Hellenistic" theory about the formation of the 
so called high Christology.34 

A few years later P. G. Davis, accepting the basic ideaof Hurtado's thesis, 
attempted to improve the understanding of the dynamics of both Jewish 
theology and early Christology. Davis stated that the mere concentration on the 
status of divine agents does not sufficiently explain the origin of high 
Christology. Other factors, and especially that of function should be 
considered, as well.35 

In what Davis calls a "triple pattern of mediation" he defined a new pattern 
for the analysis of the modes of mediation. Precisely when was a particular 
divine agent acting as a significant mediator? - asked Davis. A neutral 
distinction between the past, the present, and the future would serve best when 
searching for an answer to that question.36 According to Davis' analysis, in 
Jewish theology the legacy pattern, mediation from the past which shapes the 
present and future, can be seen in the cases of Abraham, Moses and David. 
The intervention pattern, according to which active mediation might be 
expected in the present, is characteristic primarily of angels. The consum-

32 Hurtado, One God, 123f. 
« Hurtado, One God, 124. 
34 In the Son of God Hengel had stated that the development in early Christology 

"progressed in a very short time." (italics his). Hengel, Son of God, 75. Hengel'swork also 
openly challenges the history of religions school, see pp. 16ff. In this respect Hurtado 
follows Hengel completely. 

35 Davis, JTS 45 (1994)481. 
36 Davis, JTS 45 (1994) 483. 
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