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Dedicated to Our Academic Teachers

 بعنايته 
ّ

ق إل
ّ
يم الذي لا يتحق جل الخير العظيم الذي يشرف عليه ويصل إليه، وللرجاء الكر

أ
وذلك ل

ه والد روحاني.
ّ
ن
أ
ولا يتمّ إلا بمطالعته، ول

This is because of the great good which the student envisions and attains, the sublime 
hope which cannot be realized except by the teacher’s care nor be fulfilled except by the 
teacher’s attention, and the fact that she or he is a spiritual parent.1

1  Miskawayh, al-Tahdhīb: 149; Miskawayh, The Refinement: 134 (slightly modified).





Preface

The increasing global interdependence that contemporary societies are currently 
experiencing in key areas of economy, politics, culture, and science, next to is-
sues affecting social cohesion, sustainability and many other areas of communal 
and individual life, have given rise to significant challenges in the fields of ethics 
and education. Key crucial concepts of ethics, deeply rooted in human history, 
such as the ‘highest good’ and ‘correct action and behavior’, or the ‘freedom of 
will’ and ‘individual integrity’, for example, are today specific, urgent questions 
of interest in our increasingly multicultural, democratic societies.

Such urgency is closely linked to the need for a system of standards that struc-
tures and sensibly directs people’s actions and behaviors for a prosperous, that is 
to say, peaceful, coexistence. Indeed, the intense debates sparked in Europe and 
North America about the norms and values of different cultures and religions 
seem to require more than ever a historical and, if you will, anthropological, 
perspective. Therefore, historical-critical research on culturally specific values 
and traditions appears a both reasonable and promising way of developing more 
useful, trenchant and pertinent questions and responses with regard to the crip-
pling conflict that exists today in the realm of ethics, education, and religion on 
the global scale.

Current societal developments of this kind, coupled with our academic inter-
est in the history of Islam’s deep and sophisticated intellectual culture, formed 
both the starting point of and important stimuli for the international symposi-
um Islamic Ethics as Educational Discourse: Thought and Impact of the Classical 
Muslim Thinker Miskawayh, which took place at the University of Göttingen 
in May 2018. The subject of this conference, which is also the thematic focus of 
this volume, was the life and scholarly oeuvre of a thinker of special importance 
in the intellectual history of Islam: the moral philosopher, historian, and writer 
Miskawayh (ca. 932–1030 CE).

The papers presented at that symposium, included in this volume in signifi-
cantly expanded form, aim to foster a more informed and comprehensive under-
standing of the educational and ethical preoccupations – as well as the academic 
environment and scholarly network – of this renowned classical Muslim scholar. 
In addition, this volume offers insights into the fruitful, though at times conflict-
ing branches of knowledge and human interaction in Islam: ethics, education, 
and religion.
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The challenge of delineating and studying the multifaceted spectrum of Mis-
kawayh’s reception, adaptation, and recontextualization of Greek and ancient 
Iranian concepts, especially regarding educational philosophical and ethical 
views, along with the reception and continuing vitality of his thought among 
later medieval Muslim and contemporary progressive scholars, form the driving 
question of our research. To this end, this book offers a well-balanced applica-
tion of historical-philological as well as religious-philosophical and cultural so-
ciological perspectives, in combination with innovative methodical approaches 
and research tools.

The special value of the various studies published here, however, is mani-
fested in the academic expertise of their authors, who are internationally es-
teemed senior specialists in the fields of Arabic and Islamic studies alongside 
remarkably talented junior scholars.

As the volume’s editors, we wish to take this opportunity to express our heart-
felt thanks to all contributors for their cooperation and patience during the edi-
torial process. In respect of such an international exchange of ideas, it is worth 
noting that the present collection of studies reflects the rich multilingualism of 
its contributors as well as their different theoretical approaches and the diversity 
of their viewpoints. This kind of multiplicity nourishes academic study; it stim-
ulates new insights and thus renders it perennially relevant.

We would like to thank the Collaborative Research Centre (CRC) 1136, “Edu-
cation and Religion in Cultures of the Mediterranean and Its Environment from 
Ancient to Medieval Times and to Classical Islam”, in particular its director, Pro-
fessor Dr. Peter Gemeinhardt, for the scholarly and financial support provided 
to the Miskawayh Symposium and to the publication of the current book. We 
also thank the German Research Foundation for its generous support of CRC 
1136, as well as Lower Saxony’s Ministry of Science and Culture and the Fritz 
Thyssen Foundation for two significant conference grants in support of the 2018 
symposium.

We cordially thank Dr. Mathias Pätzold, Secretary General of the Lower 
Saxony Scientific Commission, for his participation in the opening ceremony 
of the Miskawayh Symposium. To Professor Dr. Norbert Lossau, Vice Presi-
dent of the University of Göttingen, and Professor Dr. Riem Spielhaus, then 
director of the Göttingen Institute of Arabic and Islamic Studies, we offer 
our thanks and respect for enriching the opening ceremony of the symposi-
um with welcoming thoughts and creative ideas, in which they stressed the 
importance of historical research for current educational and religious dis-
courses in Europe.

It is a true pleasure to thank Professor Dr. Wadad Kadi, The Avalon Foun-
dation Distinguished Service Professor Emerita of the University of Chicago, 
for her deeply engaging and stimulating inaugural speech with which she set the 
tone and, indeed, foresaw many of the topics of concern for the ensuing academ-
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ic exchange that would unfold over the three-day 2018 Conference.1 Our sin-
cere thanks are likewise due to Professor Dr. Gerhard Endress, Professor Emer-
itus for Arabic and Islamic Studies at the University of Bochum, for his learned 
prologue to this volume, and Dr. Ruth Mas of New York, specialist in Islamic 
thought, for her inspiring closing remarks, with which she builds a bridge, in a 
particularly thought-provoking way, between the mainly historical-philological 
research presented in this publication and current theoretical and philosophical 
discourses in religious studies.

Special gratitude is due to Professor Dr. Manfred Fleischhammer, Professor 
Emeritus of Arabic and Islamic Studies at the Martin Luther University, Halle-
Wittenberg, for chairing one of our thematic panels. Likewise, we warmly thank 
Professor Dr. Fatima Henini, Professor Emerita of German Studies at the Uni-
versité Sidi Mohamed Ben Abdellah, Fès, for making the journey to Göttingen 
and actively participating in the symposium. To Professor Dr. Hans Daiber, Pro-
fessor Emeritus of Oriental Languages at the University of Frankfurt am Main, 
as well as Professor Dr. Lutz Richter-Bernburg, Professor Emeritus of Arabic and 
Islamic Studies at the University of Tübingen, we are extremely grateful for their 
valuable advice on the introduction to this volume. Additional warm thanks are 
due to Professor Dr. Richter-Bernburg for his overall help with questions relat-
ing to the subjects of this book.

Cordial words of gratitude go to our symposium panel chairs and round-
table participants: Professors Lale Behzadi (Bamberg), Mohammed Ghaly 
(Doha), Ghada Jayyusi-Lehn (Toronto), Mutaz Al-Khatib (Doha), Ulrich Mar-
zolph (Göttingen), Asma Sayeed (Los Angeles), and Jens Scheiner (Göttingen) 
as well as Dr. Enrico Boccaccini (Göttingen). Furthermore, it should be noted 
that some of the papers, which contributed much to the success of the symposi-
um, unfortunately could not be included in this volume, for reasons mainly re-
lating to the manifold professional obligations of their authors. Specifically, this 
relates to the papers of professors Mariam Alhashmi (Abu Dhabi), Hassan F. An-
sari (Princeton), Hans Hinrich Biesterfeldt (Bochum), Fatima Henini (Fès), and 
Seyfi Kenan (Istanbul).

Dr. Dorothee Lauer (Pielow) and Jana Newiger, M. A., staff members at the 
Göttingen Institute of Arabic and Islamic Studies, not only helped with profes-
sionalism, dedication, and enthusiasm in planning the symposium conceptually 
and logistically, they also expended considerable time and expertise in finalizing 
the manuscript of this book for the press. Elizabeth Crawford, a freelance editor 
in Göttingen, was of tremendous help in editing the English-language contri-
butions to this book, and Jacqueline Pitchford, a freelance professional indexer 
based in Leiwen, prepared the indices. Both of them deserve our warm thanks 

1  Professor Kadi’s lecture was recorded and is accessible at the University of Göttingen’s 
YouTube channel: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CpsAIndmIw8.
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and appreciation. Dr. Monika Winet, former academic coordinator of the Göt-
tingen CRC 1136 “Education and Religion” and an Arabic studies specialist, is to 
be thanked for her untiring administrative help and scholarly advice for our re-
search on Miskawayh during the time of our membership at the Centre.

Our special gratitude is due to all those colleagues in Arabic and Islamic 
studies who willingly acted as peer reviewers for contributions to this volume 
and offered extremely constructive advice and support.

Last but not least, we wish to cordially thank the editors of the Seraphim 
book series for including this volume in their series, as well as the publisher, 
Mohr Siebeck, Tübingen, for their cooperation in the final stages of publishing 
this book.

Göttingen, August 2020� Sebastian Günther and Yassir El Jamouhi
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Prologue

Miskawayh: Ethics and the Lessons of History

Gerhard Endress

Can we learn from history?  
And what, if anything, could be gained from such lessons?

Abū ʿAlī Miskawayh (d. 421/1030), the subject of this volume of studies, explored 
the history of the Muslim dynasties, and especially those of contemporary Iraq 
and Iran. His chronicle, under the significant title Tajārib al-umam (The Experi-
ences of the Peoples), examines

useful experiences among those things that continue to recur, and happenings the like of 
which may be expected again, like the beginnings of dynasties and the rise of kingdoms 
and the occurrence of calamities, and how those who corrected and repaired their situ-
ation returned to the best of states, and how those who neglected and spurned amend-
ments came to dwindle and vanish.1

His own was a time of crisis: The Eclipse of the Abbasid Caliphate (the title given 
to the annals of Miskawayh’s own lifetime by its English translator), giving occa-
sion to denounce grievances rather than to praise shining examples:

Now let the reader consider whether these sovereigns laid themselves open to attack 
otherwise than through want of caution, letting themselves be drawn away by the pursuit 
of pleasure from attending to their affairs, neglecting their secret service, failing to inves-
tigate the dispositions of their viziers and officers, and the condition of their troops, rely-
ing on fickle fortune and coincidence, and failing to study the history of earlier sovereigns, 
and the methods pursued by those who maintained themselves successfully, who secured 
their realms and the loyalty of their followers in various ways.2

The crisis of the caliphate, looming since the mid 2nd/8th century and reaching its 
climax with the Buyid takeover in Baghdad (in 339/945), brought not only tur-
moil and the ‘Eclipse of the Abbasid Caliphate’ through an uneasy cohabitation 

1  Miskawayh, Abū ʿAlī, Tajārib al-umam, reprod. in facsimile by Leone Caetani, vol. i 
(E. J. W. Gibb Memorial Series VII, 1; Leyden: Brill, 1909): 1–2 (my translation). On this pas-
sage, see also the Editors’ Introduction to this volume, n. 112.

2  Miskawayh, al-Tajārib: ii, 36; trans. Miskawayh, The Eclipse of the ʿAbbasid Caliphate, 
ed., trans. and elucidated by Henry F. Amedroz/David S. Margoliouth, vol. v (6. vols.; Oxford: 
Blackwell, 1920–1921): 41.
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of the Abbasid caliph and the Buyid rulers but also a period of intellectual var-
iety, of open and eager debate between religious groups – Muslim, Zoroastrian, 
Christian, and Jewish –, between traditions of knowledge, and between philo-
sophic schools of thought: between Sunni orthodoxy and the sects of the Shiʿa, 
rationalists and traditionists among the theologians, logicians and grammarians 
in methodology and hermeneutics. In the rich literary culture of adab, “erudi-
tion”, where the humaniora were clad in the style of the literary heritage of “pure” 
Arabic language, the indigenous and foreign traditions – Indian, Iranian, Greek, 
and ancient Arabic – were first merged and amalgamated, forming a common 
heritage of “Wisdom” (ḥikma, as in Miskawayh’s own compilation).

The foundation of wisdom, and the way to happiness through the study of 
rational science, was found in the philosophy of the 3rd/9th century philosopher 
Yaʿqūb b. Isḥāq al-Kindī. It was al-Kindī’s concept of philosophy as an auton-
omous way of thought and way of life – albeit in the service of the Muslim com-
munity and compatible with the Quranic revelation – which stayed alive in the 
circles of the ḥukamāʾ: of scientists, of learned courtiers, and of physicians who 
in the spirit of Galen’s Platonism revered philosophy as the healing art of the 
soul. In this tradition, Miskawayh sought in philosophy a universal truth and a 
universal morality that discarded the limitations of institutional dogma and the 
casuistry of law. This universalist claim, and the intellectual optimism that went 
with it – the belief that perfect knowledge could be reached through the perfec-
tion of the soul, The Refinement of Character (Tahdhīb al-akhlāq, the title given 
by Miskawayh to his manual of philosophical ethics) – is an expression of the 
truly international culture which had emerged from what is called the classical 
period of Islam, a culture in which men of all creeds took part. The teaching 
of the Ancients proved a living force, creating new problems while solving old 
ones – a source of conflict which shaped Islamic thought even where it was re-
jected, and so, once again, changing the world.

But can there be moral progress in dark times? Is education illusory?

As a moral philosopher, Miskawayh followed the tradition of the rational sci-
ences, notably those of the mathematicians, astronomers, and learned physi-
cians, who since the rise of the Abbasid dynasty of Baghdad had entered the ser-
vice of the Arabic-Islamic administration, and who along with the progress of 
Arabization and Islamization of Near Eastern society propagated their activity as 
a service to the foundation of the Islamic community, vindicating philosophical 
instruction – the doctrines of the Greek philosophers – on God, the world and 
humanity as a universal demonstration of the truth of the revelation.

In Miskawayh’s philosophical works – as in the works of the 4th/10th century 
Baghdadi school of logic and Aristotelian physics, the Christian translators and 
commentators and their Muslim disciples and continuators – this philosophi-
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cal theology is built upon a systematic foundation of Aristotelian epistemology, 
physics, and positive ethics (supplemented by the anthropology of Galen). This 
is the tradition of the ethical propaedeutic, the way to happiness signaled in the 
Neoplatonic schools of Athens and Alexandria as leading to the purification of 
the soul, and hence to the ultimate happiness. This way is prepared by study of 
the rational sciences on the basis of the Aristotelian canon, and in the end leads 
to knowledge of the Good according to the Platonic theology. The supreme be-
atitude will be realized when the highest degree of knowledge is attained. At 
that stage, the intellect will be identical with the first intelligibles, and the acts 
of the human being at this highest stage of perfection will be divine: his essence 
will be identical with his acts, and he will be acting for the sake of his divine na-
ture.

This highest grade can be attained only by those who have studied all parts 
of philosophy, practical and theoretical, exhaustively. Toward this goal, Aristotle 
had shown the way: in his books on logic, the way towards true judgment and the 
methods for persuading others to pursue the good, and in his books on ethics, 
the dispositions of the soul required for the attainment of happiness, and the 
states and degrees thereof. The counsel of the wise leads to happiness through 
knowledge of the truth, i. e., the true essences of things (ḥaqāʾiq al-umūr), and 
from this, to doing right. Accordingly, two classes of knowledge, theoretical and 
practical wisdom, lead the way to the perfection of humanity (insāniyya, hu-
manness) and to the realization of the ethos (khuluq) of human nature.

Could this ideal ever be realized?

Sometimes, in the great moments of history, a shining example of virtue, learn-
ing and rectitude appears. In the year 359/970, Miskawayh laments the death 
of Abū l-Faḍl Ibn al-ʿAmīd (d. 6th Safar 359/9th December 970), vizier of the 
Buyid ruler Rukn al-Dawla (d. 365/976) and tutor of the young ʿAḍud al-Dawla 
(d. 372/983), who was to become the greatest of the dynasty. As a librarian at 
the Buyid residence of Rayy, Miskawayh became intimately familiar with the 
powerful vizier whose virtue and learning he depicts as a living example of the 
education commended in his ethics; a man who had been encompassing the 
twofold encyclopaedia: the religious-hermeneutical disciplines, and the rational 
sciences of the Greek tradition.

The talents and virtues which this man displayed were of a sort that made him outshine 
his contemporaries, that the enemy could not resist or the envious fail to acknowledge. 
No-one rivalled his combination of qualities. He was like the sun which is hidden from no 
one, or the sea ‘about which one may talk without restraint’. He is the only person whom 
I ever saw whose presence outdid his report. … He was the best kātib of his time, and pos-
sessed the greatest number of professional attainments, command of the Arabic language 
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with its rarities, familiarity with grammar and prosody, felicity in etymology and meta-
phor, retention by memory of pre-Islamic and Islamic collections of poems.3

Miskawayh goes on to praise his excellence as an epistolographer, and as a poet 
familiar with the disciplines of the Arabic language, along with Quranic exegesis 
and Muslim jurisprudence. But then, he was at home in both worlds, that of Ara-
bic Islamic erudition and that of the rational sciences inherited from the Greeks: 
logic, philosophy, and the applied sciences indispensable for administration and 
statecraft. Miskawayh ends his panegyric of the vizier with praise of his admin-
istrative and financial reforms, brought to bear under the great ruler ʿAḍud al-
Dawla, whom he had taught the art of kingcraft, closing with:

Some reader of this section of my book who did not witness his career, may imagine that 
I have been gratuitously eulogizing, claiming for him more than the real extent of his at-
tainments and height of his virtues. I swear by Him who bade us utter the truth and for-
bade us to say anything else, that it is not so.4

But the panegyrist was also a realist; the Good Vizier was not able to open an 
age of justice and peace. He had to face ugly realities, times of unrest, Iraq on the 
brink of civil war, Western Iran exposed to attacks from outside and from inside, 
misgovernment and anarchy.

In the year 355/966, when serving Abū l-Faḍl Ibn al-ʿAmīd in Rayy, Mis-
kawayh saved the library of his master (ustādh) from the looting of Khwaraz-
mian war hordes.

[They] occupied themselves with plundering the Ustādh’s palace, stables and stores, 
which were newly filled, till nightfall, when they departed. I was in charge of his Library, 
and this only among his stores remained intact and was not touched. When at night time 
he returned to his palace, he could find nothing to sit down upon, nor even a jug to drink 
water out of. … His thoughts were for his books, than which he cherished nothing more, 
and indeed they were numerous, containing every form of science, and every species of 
wisdom and learning; there was a hundred camels’ burden of them or more. When he 
saw me, he asked about them, and when I replied that they were as they had been and un-
touched, he was relieved, and said: I declare that you are a bringer of luck! All my other 
stores can be replaced, it is only this store which could not be replaced.5

Preceding this period of turmoil, and the subsequent restoration of Iraq by ʿ Aḍud 
al-Dawla, are Miskawayh’s reports devoted to the rule of ʿIzz al-Dawla Bakhtiyār 
(d. 367/978); a portrait of an incapable and irresponsible weakling. Miskawayh 
reports in his chronicle the events after the Byzantine invasion of 361/972 when 
riots shook the capital; how the masses assaulted the caliphal palace, demanding 
the Holy War against Byzantium, telling the Caliph “that he was incompetent to 
discharge the duties which God had enjoined upon the Imams” – but the Ca-

3  Miskawayh, al-Tajārib: ii, 275; trans. Amedroz: v, 293–294.
4  Miskawayh, al-Tajārib: ii, 224–225; trans. Amedroz: v, 237.
5  Miskawayh, al-Tajārib: ii, 282; trans. Amedroz: v, 237.
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liph lacked power and means. Meanwhile, Bakhtiyār, the ruler, stayed in Kufa, 
ostensibly to visit the shrine of the martyrium, in point of fact to go hunting. 
Here, Miskawayh’s older friend and sparring partner Abū Ḥayyān al-Tawḥīdī 
(d. 414/1023) tells more: How a group of judges and scholars set out to remon-
strate with the ruler for his neglect, and to represent to him the woes and dis-
tresses of the population – in vain, but it is a moving narrative of jurists, ad-
ministrators and scholars taking responsibility in the face of the failure of the 
authority.6

Miskawayh’s ethics is rational education in the tradition of Platonism. Its con-
cept of value recognition is that of Socrates – no one knowingly acts badly – its 
ethics is based on knowledge; its ethical education is directed at purifying the ra-
tional, the highest of the three Platonic soul parts. Here, for the formation of the 
use of reason, the Aristotelian encyclopedia of rational sciences is recommend-
ed and complements Platonic psychagogy, and Stoic and Galenic anthropolo-
gy: ethics as ‘purification of character’ (tahdhīb al-akhlāq). With Miskawayh, 
the Aristotelian criterion of value cognition, mesotês, and its ideal, dikaiosynê 
(Arabic: ʿadl), also determine the goal of a virtuous life: the highest human good 
that is actively attainable and available to man in life and action. The path of 
virtue is not the sharīʿa of religion; rather, it is education for the purification of 
character in the service of a way of life pleasing to God. For this purpose, the re-
nowned philosopher-theologian Abū Ḥāmid al-Ghazālī (d. 505/1111) integrated 
the Tahdhīb al-akhlāq into the practical ethics of his Revivification of the Dis-
ciplines of Religion and his The Criterion of Action, and henceforth, Miskawayh’s 
paradigm persisted as a principal source of Fakhr al-Dīn al-Rāzī (d. 606/1210), 
Naṣīr al-Dīn al-Ṭūsī (d. 672/1274), Jalāl al-Dīn al-Dawānī (d. 908/1502–1503) 
and later authors of kutub al-akhlāq. Here is the lasting legacy of the cosmopol-
itan Miskawayh, in whose work Greek philosophy, Iranian wisdom and Arabic 
Adab are merged to become an epitome of humanism in classical Arabic Islamic 
civilization.

6  Miskawayh, al-Tajārib: ii, 303–304; trans. Amedroz: v, 326–327; al-Tawḥīdī, al-Imtāʿ: iii, 
157, l. 19–158, l. 9.





Einführung

Der Moralphilosoph und Historiker Miskawaih: 
Traditionsbindung und Neubestimmung im Bildungsdiskurs des Islams

Sebastian Günther und Yassir El Jamouhi*

Für einige seiner gelehrten Zeitgenossen und Nachfolger in der islamischen 
Geistesgeschichte war bzw. ist Miskawaih ein islamischer Philosoph und His-
toriker ersten Ranges. Zudem sei er, wie es der algerisch-französische Philosoph 
und Miskawaih-Kenner Mohammed Arkoun (gest. 2010) ausdrückte, ein Ver-
treter des „arabischen Humanismus“ par excellence. Andere wiederum sehen in 
Miskawaih eher einen Eklektiker, wie der marokkanische Philosoph Moham-
med Abed al-Jabiri festhält, und jemanden, der die schönen Dinge des Lebens 
an der Seite der Mächtigen genoss.1

Zeugnisse wie diese kennzeichnen die beiden Pole in einem vielschichtigen 
Spektrum von Meinungen zu diesem „klassischen“ muslimischen Gelehrten mit 
dem ungewöhnlichen Namen Miskawaih. Doch wer war dieser Miskawaih? In 
welcher Weise nahm er an den vielfältigen Diskursen seiner Zeit – insbesonde-
re zu Bildung und Ethik – teil? Was sagen seine Schriften zu diesen Themen-
bereichen aus? Wie arbeitete Miskawaih und wie wurden seine Auffassungen 
von seinen Zeitgenossen und späteren Denkern rezipiert? Und schließlich: sind 
seine Ideen in den heutigen Diskussionen um Bildung und Erziehung noch oder 
vielleicht wieder von Bedeutung? Einige erste Antworten auf Fragen dieser Art 
zu finden, macht sich diese Einführung zum vorliegenden Sammelband zur Auf-

*  Dieser Beitrag wurde im Rahmen und mit Unterstützung des Göttinger Sonderfor-
schungsbereichs 1136 „Bildung und Religion“ (Teilprojekt D 03: „Ethische Unterweisung als 
Bildungsdiskurs“) erarbeitet.

Die Transliteration des Arabischen und Persischen folgt im gesamten Band den Regeln der 
Deutschen Morgenländischen Gesellschaft (DMG) für die deutschsprachigen Aufsätze bzw. des 
International Journal of Middle East Studies (IJMES) für die englischsprachigen Beiträge. Über-
setzungen aus dem Arabischen und dem Englischen stammen von den Verfassern dieser Ein-
leitung. Zitate aus dem Koran folgen – im Wortlaut und in der typographischen Wiedergabe 
mitunter modifiziert – der Übersetzung Rudi Parets 2007.

1  Vgl. Arkoun (1961, 1970, 1982, 2012b). Zu al-Jabiri (transkribiert und so im weiteren Text: 
Muḥammad ʿĀbid al-Ǧābirī), siehe al-Ǧābirī 2001: 406. Siehe zu Miskawaih als Person und zu 
seinem Gesamtschaffen die Abschnitte 1.4 und 3 dieser Einleitung.
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gabe. Ausgehend von der aktuellen Forschung sollen die Primärquellen deshalb 
erneut umfassend und kritisch befragt werden, um ein möglichst authentisches 
Bild von Miskawaih und wesentlichen Aspekten seines Schaffens in Fragen der 
Bildung im Islam zu zeichnen.

1.  Miskawaihs Leben

Miskawaih war vor allem Philosoph und Historiker; er wirkte aber auch als 
Mediziner, Literat und Dichter. In seinen Arbeiten widmete er sich zahlreichen 
weiteren Wissensdisziplinen wie der Logik, Metaphysik, Theologie und Psy-
chologie bis hin zur Alchemie. Sein Ansehen in der heutigen arabischen und is-
lamischen Welt als „Begründer der islamischen Ethik“ beruht aber vor allem auf 
seinen Schriften zur Moralphilosophie.

Miskawaih wurde zwischen 320 und 325 der islamischen Zeitrechnung, d. h. 
932 und 936, in der iranischen Stadt Raiy, dem antiken Rhagai (Rhagae), in der 
Nähe Teherans geboren.2 Er starb – fast hundertjährig – am 9. Ṣafar des Jah-
res 421/22. Februar 1030 in Isfahan.3 Als Repräsentant der arabophonen, durch 
iranische sowie hellenistische und nicht zuletzt indische Überlieferungen mit-
geformten islamischen Kultur seiner Zeit verfasste Miskawaih seine Werke 
hauptsächlich in arabischer Sprache, der Lingua franca jener Zeit im Einfluss-
bereich des Islams. Vor allem aber genießt Miskawaih bis heute Anerkennung 
als ein Denker, der über die Grenzen schiitischer oder sunnitischer konfessio-
neller Bindungen hinweg die Idee eines kulturübergreifenden geistigen Zugangs 
zu den Idealen und Werten von Bildung und Ethik repräsentiert, der den Men-
schen in den Mittelpunkt der Überlegungen rückt und die Notwendigkeit eines 
vernunftgemäßen Denkens und Handelns hervorhebt.

Die Grundlage hierfür ist für Miskawaih eine Art vorherbestimmte Ordnung 
von Offenbarung und Vernunft im Sinne einer „prästabilierten Harmonie“ (und 
Willensfreiheit), wie Gottfried Wilhelm Leibniz (1646–1716) es nennen würde, 
wobei Miskawaih allerdings zumindest normativ keinen Zweifel an der Gültigkeit 
des islamischen Religionsgesetzes zulässt. Miskawaihs Verständnis vom Islam ist 
weder konfessionell ausgeprägt – auch wenn ihn die schiitische Tradition Jahr-
hunderte später gern für sich beansprucht –, noch besonders traditionalistisch. 
Vielmehr ist dieses Islamverständnis auch für außerislamisches oder selbst „säku-
lares“ Denken – um noch einmal einen moderneren Begriff zu bemühen – offen.4

2  Endress 2012: 212.
3  Yāqūt, al-Iršād: ii, 88–89; al-Ḫwānsārī, ar-Rawḍāt: i, 254, 257. Vgl. auch El Jamouhi 2019: 

427–429; El Jamouhi 2020: 201–203.
4  Im Sinne Talal Asads verstehen wir das „Säkulare“ als epistemische Kategorie. Während 

„Säkularismus“ auf politische, staatliches Handeln betreffende Grundprinzipien rekurriert, be-
wegt sich das Säkulare „mit dem Religiösen, das ihm vermeintlich vorangegangen ist, weder in 
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1.1.  Herkunft und konfessionelle Bindung

Zum Leben des Abū ʿAlī Aḥmad b. Muḥammad b. Yaʿqūb al-Ḫāzin („der Bi-
bliothekar“), besser bekannt unter seinem Beinamen Miskawaih, gibt es nur 
wenige belastbare Informationen in den einschlägigen arabischen historischen 
und bio-bibliographischen Nachschlagewerken. Diese sagen unter anderem aus, 
dass Miskawaih (englisch oft: Miskawayh) die arabisierte Form des persischen 
Mushkōye sei.5 Zudem heißt es, dieser Name weise auf einen Vorort der Stadt 
Raiy hin, aus dem dieser Gelehrte (oder seine Familie) womöglich stammte;6 
allerdings scheint es sich dabei um ein Missverständis zu handeln, wenngleich 
dieser Ortsname tatsächlich belegt ist.

Über die Bedeutung des Bei- (oder Spitz-)Namens Miskawaih bzw. des per-
sischen Nominalkompositums Mushkōye  – mit misk („Moschus“) und dem 
Suffix -ōye – machen die einschlägigen arabischen und persischen Nachschla-
gewerke keine Angaben. Da das persische Suffix -ōye drei Bedeutungen haben 
kann – es kann die Ähnlichkeit, die Verkleinerung (Diminutiv) oder den Besitz 
von etwas ausdrücken –,7 könnte Mushkōye mit „der dem Moschus Ähnliche“, 
„der nach Moschus Duftende“ oder auch „der kleine Moschus“ bzw. „Moschüs-
chen“ im Deutschen wiedergegeben werden.8

In einigen Quellen angenommen wird weiterhin, dass Miskawaih schon der 
Name des Vaters (oder Großvaters) dieses Gelehrten gewesen sei, weshalb in be-

einem Kontinuum (d. h. es ist nicht die letzte Phase einer von einem heiligen Ursprung sich 
herschreibenden Entwicklung), noch ist es ein einfacher Bruch mit ihm (sprich: es ist nicht das 
Gegenteil des Religiösen, keine Essenz, die darauf angelegt ist, das Heilige auszuschließen).“ 
Somit ist das Säkulare ein „Begriff, der bestimmte Formen des Verhaltens, des Wissens und des 
Empfindens zu dem konfiguriert,“ was als gelebte Wirklichkeit aufgefasst werden kann. Vgl. 
Asad 2017: 33.

5  Vgl. Emami/Umar 2008, online.
6  Yāqūt, al-Buldān: iv, 543; aṭ-Ṭabarī, Tārīḫ: viii, 392. Vgl. auch Emami/Umar 2008, online. 

Die uns zugänglichen arabischen und persischen Nachschlagewerke machen darüber hinaus 
keine onomastischen Angaben zur Bedeutung des Namens Miskawaih.

7  Vgl. https://dictionary.abadis.ir/fatofa/%D9%88%DB%8C%D9%87/.
8  Auch die Übersetzung „Moschusbröckchen“ wurde in dieser Hinsicht vorgeschlagen. An-

gemerkt sei hierzu auch, dass Wohlgerüche und Duftstoffe in der Gesellschaft der Zeit – bzw. 
in ihrer Vorstellungswelt – allgegenwärtig waren. Als förmliche Namen wurden diese – wie die 
Bezeichnungen anderer Kostbarkeiten, etwa jene für Edelsteine – vor allem auch für Sklaven 
verwendet. Insofern könnte sich der Name Miskawaih auf parfümierte Haare oder auf eine 
dunklere Hautfarbe beziehen oder auch nur allgemein als gutes Omen für Attraktivität gemeint 
sein. Tatsächlich ist „Miskawaih“ als Bei- bzw. Spitzname nicht unikal in der arabischen Na-
mensgebung. In ähnlichem Kontext bezieht sich Kees Versteegh (1997: 29) auf die in einigen 
arabischen Quellen verzeichnete – volkstümliche – Erklärung zum Bei- bzw. Spitznamen (la-
qab) des großen persischen Grammatikers Sībawaih (gest. 180/796; mit der gleichen Endung 
wie Miskawaih), wonach dieser „smell of apples“ bedeute. Nöldeke und Brockelmann merken 
zudem an, dass Sēbōe im Persischen „kleiner Apfel“ bedeute (vgl. Carter 1997b: 524). Für diese 
Literaturhinweise danken wir herzlich Frau Professorin Wiebke Walther (E‑Mail-Kommunka-
tion vom 02. August 2020). Zu männlichen Personennamen in vor- und frühislamischer Zeit 
vgl. auch Walther 1966.
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stimmten Editionen seiner Werke sowie in einigen modernen Publikationen die 
Namensform Ibn Miskawaih begegnet. Ebenso wird berichtet, dass Miskawaihs 
Vater (oder Großvater) vom Zoroastrismus zum Islam konvertiert sei.9

Zu Miskawaihs schiitischer Gesinnung, die heute in der Sekundärlitera-
tur nahezu regulär vermerkt wird, machen die frühen arabischen Primärquel-
len keine Angaben. Erst spätmittelalterliche, vor allem schiitische Quellen – die 
früheste unter ihnen stammt aus dem 10./16. Jahrhundert – deuten Miskawaihs 
schiitische Neigung an, allerdings ohne konkrete Argumente in dieser Hinsicht 
beizubringen. Zu nennen ist hier vor allem ein Werk mit dem Titel Maǧālis al-
muʾminīn (Die Lehrsitzungen der Gläubigen) des schiitischen Richters und Theo-
logen Nūr Allāh al-Ḥusainī al-Marʿašī at-Tustarī (gest. 1019/1610).10 Auch dieser 
weist Miskawaih zwar nicht dezidiert als Schiiten aus, bietet aber zwei Hinwei-
se, die ein solches Verständnis nahelegen sollen. Zum einen hebt at-Tustarī das 
schiitische Umfeld hervor, in dem Miskawaih wirkte. Zum anderen führt er eine 
Bemerkung Miskawaihs in dessen ethischem Hauptwerk Tahḏīb al-aḫlāq (Die 
Läuterung der Sitten) an, in dem Miskawaih an einer Stelle von der Weisheit ʿAlī 
b. Abī Ṭālibs, d. h. des ersten Imams der Schia, spricht.11

Eine andere diesbezügliche, allerdings noch um einiges spätere Quelle ist 
das Werk Rawḍāt al-ǧannāt (Die Gärten der Domänen des Paradieses) des schi-
itischen Historikers Muḥammad Bāqir (al-)Ḫwānsārī (auch: Ḫvānsārī; gest. 
1313/1895). Dieser zitiert eine Aussage des bekannten persischen Philosophen 
Mīr Dāmād (gest. 1041/1631), wonach Miskawaih über umfangreiches Wissen 
zu den Ahl al-bait („die Leute des Hauses,“ d. h. die leiblichen Nachkommen 
des Propheten Muhammad) verfügt und an die Pflicht der Muslime geglaubt 
habe, „ihnen zu gehorchen und sie zu lieben“.12 Zusätzlich wird eine weitere Be-
merkung Miskawaihs im Tahḏīb al-aḫlāq zum Mut des ʿAlī b. Abī Ṭālib als In-
diz für dessen schiitische Orientierung angeführt. Einschlägige Hinweise sind 
dann auch in der vielfach zitierten Enzyklopädie Aʿyān aš-šīʿa (Die hervorragen-
den Persönlichkeiten der Schia) des schiitischen Gelehrten as-Sayyid Muḥsin al-

9  Al-Ḫwānsārī, ar-Rawḍāt: i, 254; Yāqūt, al-Iršād: ii, 91. Siehe ebenfalls Margoliouths Vor-
wort zur Edition und Übersetzung von Miskawaihs Taǧārib al-umam (Miskawaih, at-Taǧārib 
[Übers. Amedroz/Margoliouth] 1920–1921: vii, ii), wo es heißt: „Yaqut (author of the Irshad) 
states apparently on his own authority that Miskawaihi was a convert to Islam from Magianism; 
if this be true, the names of his father and grandfather, Mohammed and Yaʿqub, are likely to be 
fictitious. That Miskawaihi was the laqab of himself, not of his father, appears very clearly from 
the statements of his contemporaries Abu Hayyan and Thaʿalibi; the lbn which is prefixed in 
the printed editions of some of his works … is due to his calling himself Ahmad b. Mohammed 
Miskawaihi, whence some supposed the laqab to belong to the father.“

10  At-Tustarī, al-Maǧālis: iii, 157–159.
11  At-Tustarī, al-Maǧālis: iii, 157–158.
12  In diesem Kontext schreibt al-Ḫwānsārī: „Er (Miskawaih) verfügte über ein hohes Maß 

an Wissen hinsichtlich der Legitimation (ḥaqq) der Ahl al-Bait – Friede sei mit ihnen – und 
den Glauben an die Pflicht, ihnen zu gehochen, sowie an die Notwendigkeit, sie zu lieben.“ Al-
Ḫwānsārī, ar-Rawḍāt: i, 256.



Index of Proper Names

This index includes the names of mortal figures (incl. Prophets and Biblical characters). 
Groups of people, angels, God and other deities, mythological characters, and characters 
in narratives, however, are included in the Index of Topics and Keywords.

The following rules for sorting classical Arabic names have been applied:
1.	 Persons whose names start with “Abū” are sorted under “Abū”
2.	 Persons whose names start with “ʿAbd/ʿAbdallāh” are sorted under “ʿAbd/ʿAbdallāh”
3.	 Persons most known by their father’s given name are sorted under “Ibn”
4.	 If persons are not subject to the sorting rules mentioned under 1–3, they are sorted by 

their given names, unless the last component of the name indicates a place or tribal 
name (beginning with a definite article “al-” or “l-” and ending with “i” or “y” ). In the 
latter case, the place/tribal element was used for sorting.

5.	 Exception: if authors have referred to a person by another name element or if a per-
son is more known by another name, sorting has been done under that name. In these 
cases, cross-references have been made.

6.	 Neglected in sorting are:
a.	 “al-” and “l-” at beginning of name and following “Ibn” or “Abū” or Kitāb
b.	 “b.” (always)
c.	 ʿayn (ʿ) and hamza (ʾ) (always)

The English transliteration guidelines of the International Journal of Middle East Studies 
have been followed for names in Arabic.

ʿAbd al-ʿAzīz ʿIzzat  230n3
Abū l-ʿAbbās Kanjūr b. Saʿd al-Ṣaydalānī  

254n15
Abū ʿAbdallāh al-Muḥāsibī (d. 243/857)  

142n22
Abū ʿAbdallāh b. Saʿdān (d. 374/984–985)  

12, 25ill.
Abū ʿAlī Aḥmad b. Muḥammad b. Yaʿqūb 

al-Ḥāzin → Miskawayh/Miskawaih
Abū ʿAlī al-Ḥasan Ibn al-Samḥ 

(d. 418/1027)  111, 166, 180
Abū ʿAlī ʿĪsā Ibn Zurʿa → Ibn Zurʿa, Abū 

ʿAlī ʿĪsā
Abū ʿAlī al-Khāqānī (vizier, d. 312/924–

925)  59
Abū ʿAlī Miskawayh → Miskawayh/Mis-

kawaih

Abū Bakr Aḥmad b. Kāmil al-Qādī 
(d. 349–350/961)  11, 25ill., 36, 56n2

Abū Bakr (d. 13/634)  93tab.
Abū Bakr al-Khwārizmī (d. 383/993)  12, 

25ill.
Abū Bakr Muḥammad b. al-Walīd al-

Ṭurṭūshī → [al-]Ṭurṭūshī
Abū Bakr Muḥammad b. Yaḥyā al-Ṣūlī 

(d. 335/947)  25ill., 36n112
Abū Bakr al-Rāzī → al-Rāzī, Abū Bakr
Abū l-Barakāt b. Kabar (d. 724/1324)  181, 

198
Abū Bishr Mattā ibn Yūnus (d. ca. 

328/940)  111, 166, 179
Abū l-Faḍl Ibn al-ʿAmīd (Buyid vizier, 

d. 360/970)  3, 4, 11, 12, 25ill., 27, 37, 
65, 230, 262, 273
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Abū l-Faḍl Jaʿfar b. ʿAlī al-Dimashqī 
(fl. 7th/12th c.)  93

Abū l-Fatḥ Ibn al-ʿAmīd (son of Abū l-Faḍl 
Ibn al-ʿAmīd)  12, 230

Abū l-Fatḥ ʿUthmān Ibn Jinnī 
(d. 392/1002)  19

Abū Ḥāmid al-Ghazālī (d. 505/1111) 
→ [al-]Ghazālī

Abū l-Ḥasan al-Āmirī (d. 381/992)  12, 15, 
25ill., 34, 272n59

Abū l-Ḥasan Ibn al-Furāt (wazīr, 
d. 312/924)  61, 62

Abū l-Ḥasan Ibn al-Haytham → Ibn al-
Haytham

Abū Ḥayyān al-Tawḥīdī → [al-]Tawḥīdī
Abū l-Hudhayl al-ʿAllāf (d. no later than 

227/842)  253
Abū Isḥāq Ibrāhīm b. ʿAlī al-Ḥuṣrī → [al-]

Ḥuṣrī
Abū Isḥāq Ibrāhīm b. Hilāl al-Ṣābiʾ 

(d. 384/994)  25ill., 36n112
Abū l-Khayr al-Ḥasan b. Suwār → Ibn al-

Khammār
Abū Manṣūr al-Taʿālibī → [al-]Taʿālibī
Abū Muḥammad Kanjūr b. ʿĪsā al-

Farghānī (fl. last q. 3rd/9th c.)  254n15
Abū Muḥammad al-Muhallabī → [al-]Mu-

hallabī
Abū Naṣr al-Fārābī → [al-]Fārābī
Abū l-Qāsim al-Kātib → [al-]ʿĀmirī
Abū l-Qāsim al-Qushayrī (d. 465/1074)  

301, 301n39
Abū Sahl al-Masīḥī (d. 401/1010)  119
Abū Sulaymān al-Sijistānī al-Manṭiqī 

(d. ca. 374/985)  12, 14n24, 23, 25ill.
Abū Ṭahir al-Qarmaṭī (d. 332/943–944)  

60–61, 62
Abū Ṭālib al-Makkī (d. 386/996)  302
Abū l-Ṭayyib al-Rāzī (alchemist, 10th c.)  

11, 25ill.
Abū ʿUthmān al-Dimashqī (d. after 

301/914)  24ill., 78n18
Abū ʿUthmān al-Jāḥiẓ → [al-]Jāḥiẓ
Abū Yūsuf Yaʿqūb b. Isḥāq al-Kindī → [al-]

Kindī
Abū Zakariyyāʾ → Yaḥyā b. ʿAdī
Adam  192
Adamson, Peter  38, 145n36, 260n3, 282

ʿAḍud al-Dawla (Emir of Fars, d. 372/983)  
3, 4, 11–12, 21, 21n57, 26, 36n112, 65, 
230

Alboacen → [al-]Māwardī
Alexander of Aphrodisias (fl. ca. 200 CE)  

22, 24ill., 77n18, 166
ʿAlī b. Abī Ṭālib (d. 40/661)  10, 93tab.
ʿAlī ʿĪsā Ibn Zurʿa → Ibn Zurʿa
Altmann, Alexander  205–206n2
Amedroz, Henry  37
Amīn, Aḥmad  33, 232n11, 233
al-Amīn, al-Sayyid Muḥsin (d. 1952 )  10–

11
al-ʿĀmirī, Ġulām (Abū l-Qāsim al-Kātib, 

d. 420/1029)  14n24, 15
Ammonius (d. 242 CE)  80–81, 84, 110n2–

3, 113–114
Anidjar, Gil  67
Anūshīrwān → Khosrow I Anūshīrwān
Ardashīr I (Shahanshah of the Sasanian 

Empire, d. ca. 242 CE)  93tab.
Arendt, Hannah (d. 1975)  39, 69
Aristotle (d. 322 BCE)  15, 23, 24ill., 39, 

93tab., 112, 115, 135, 166, 180, 206n4, 
229–230, 244n43, 272n59, 282, 315, 
315n80

–	 on action  298
–	 on (classification of ) the sciences  67, 

271, 273
–	 logic  3, 122, 130, 219, 226, 230, 270, 

273
–	 mathematics  124, 125, 130
–	 philosophy  2–3, 109, 110, 110n3, 

111, 117, 119, 123–125, 162, 223, 
261

–	 physics  2–3, 180
–	 classification of works of  122, 123, 130
–	 on covenant  216, 217
–	 on the divine  83, 114
–	 on ethics  3, 38, 75, 82, 109, 184, 189, 

230, 260, 261, 270, 329; see also Nico-
machean Ethics

–	 four Aristotelian causes  128, 128n66, 
130

–	 on friendship  316–317
–	 on happiness  3, 29, 118, 119, 217, 260–

261, 269, 269n46, 270, 273–274, 276, 
316
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–	 on justice  30, 35, 43, 321, 322, 323, 326, 
327, 328, 328–329, 334–335

–	 on law educating character  311, 312–
313

–	 on metaphors  137
–	 on perfection  223, 224
–	 on the soul  41, 139, 150, 185
–	 on virtue  31, 298, 313, 315
–	 on wisdom/ultimate knowledge  113, 

117, 260–261
Arkoun, Mohammed (d. 2010)  24ill., 27, 

37, 39, 162, 174, 218, 282
–	 on (Arab) humanism  7, 15, 89, 90, 234, 

321, 328, 333, 339
–	 on humanism of Miskawayh  7, 15, 43, 

91, 107, 320, 321, 322, 328–331, 334–
335, 339

–	 on humanism and philosophical ra-
tionalism  18, 19

–	 on Islamic ethics  69, 70, 331–334
–	 on justice  322
Asad, Talal  8n4
Asclepius of Tralles (d. 560–570 CE)  

115n20
Avempace → Ibn Bājja
Averroes → Ibn Rushd
Avicenna → Ibn Sīna

Badawi, Abdurrahman  17–18, 19, 34, 37
Barḥadbshabba ʿArbaya  123
al-Baṣrī, ʿAmmār (d. ca. 225/840)  222n66
al-Bayḍāwī (d. 691/1292)  208, 209n12
Bennett, David  222n65
Biesterfeldt, Hans Hinrich  38
Bin Omar, Mohammed Nasir  37
Brockelmann, Carl  9n8
Bryson (fl. ca. 100 BCE-2nd c. CE)  22, 

24ill., 93tab., 195n89
–	 Oikonomikos  40, 89, 93–107
al-Bukhārī, Kanjūr  254n15

Campanini, Massimo  222n65
Carter, Michael  18–19
Cheikho, Louis (d. 1927)  93, 94
Cyrill of Alexandria (d. 444)  193

Daiber, Hans  40, 109
Dāʾūd b. Hāshim b. Kanjūr  254n15

David  110n2, 113, 114, 115–116
al-Dawānī, Jalāl al-Dīn (d. 908/1502–

1503)  5, 22–23, 25ill.
Dāwūd b. Marwān al-Muqammaṣ → [al-]

Muqammaṣ, Dāwūd b. Marwān
Druart, Thérèse-Anne  182

Elias  110n2–3, 116
El Jamouhi, Yassir  40
Endress, Gerhard  30, 37, 38, 77n18, 163, 

166, 169, 172, 180, 197
Ess, Josef van  142

Fakhry, Majid  15, 37, 217n52, 218, 
323n7

al-Fārābī, Abū Naṣr Muḥammad (d. ca. 
339/950–951)  11, 15, 22, 24ill., 26, 40, 
89, 91, 161, 166, 179, 211, 219, 226, 229, 
259, 292, 298, 314

–	 on acquired vs. actual intellect  149, 
222–223

–	 on division of the arts  278–279
–	 on free and enslaved human beings  

278–279
–	 on happiness  81, 259, 261, 269n46, 

273–277, 281–282
–	 on kalām al-dīn  208, 208–209n12
–	 on law educating character  312
–	 Miskawayh and/vs.  75, 109, 111–112, 

122, 126–129, 130, 259, 269n46, 273–
283

–	 on moral character/character traits  
167, 276–278

–	 on natural sciences  126–129
–	 on (prophetic) leaders  77, 82, 85, 312
–	 on the soul  143
al-Fayyūmī, Saʿīd b. Yūsuf → Saadia Gaon
Foucault, Michel  333n61, 334

Galen (d. ca. 200 CE)  2, 15, 24ill., 93tab., 
137, 193n89

–	 anthropology of  3, 5
–	 on the soul  144, 147, 147n40, 150, 182, 

185
Gamāl al-Dīn, Nadia  101n56
Garden, Kenneth  291n1, 316n82
George, Robert  311
Gerard of Cremona (d. 1187)  136
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al-Ghazālī, Abū Ḥāmid (d. 505/1111)  15, 
25ill., 142n22, 214, 214n32, 229

–	 on causality  296, 296n17, 297–298
–	 on jurisprudence  314
–	 on Law and education of character  

299–308, 309, 311, 313–315
–	 Miskawayh as source of inspiration for  

5, 22, 43, 289, 292
–	 on primacy of character/virtue vs. 

actions  290–300, 308
–	 on virtue  289–293, 297n20

–	 virtue and action  306, 308–309
–	 virtue and religious law  291, 294, 

299, 310, 318
–	 on worship and ritual acts  299, 301–

302, 306, 307, 308n58, 310, 315
–	 fasting  304–305, 306
–	 ḥajj  307, 310
–	 zakāt  302–303, 306

Goodman, Lenn  15–16, 19, 37, 317
Griffith, Sidney  164, 167n20, 169, 171, 

181, 187, 218n44, 220n55
Gude, Marquard  193n86
Günther, Sebastian  38, 89*, 214n32
Gutas, Dimitri  38, 111, 111n8, 122–123, 

124n53, 269n46, 271n53

Haggag, Mahmoud  42
al-Ḥakīm, ʿAṭif Khalīl  180
al-Hamadānī, Badīʿ al-Zamān 

(d. 398/1008)  12
al-Ḥamawī, Yāqūt (d. 626/1229)  14, 23, 

230
al-Ḥasan b. Suwār → Ibn al-Khammār
Hatem, Jad  181
Heck, Paul  315n78, 316n81
Hegedus, Gyongyi  206n2
Hippocrates (d. ca. 370 BCE)  24ill., 93tab.
Hodgson, Marshall  261n10
Hōshang (Pēshdādh, primeval Iranian 

king)  252n9, 254–255, 254n17, 254–
255n21

Hourani, George F.  222n65
Ḥunayn Ibn Isḥāq → [al-]ʿIbādī, Ḥunayn 

b. Isḥāq
ʿHūshanj al-ḥakīmʾ → Hōshang
al-Ḥuṣrī, Abū Isḥāq Ibrāhīm b. ʿAlī 

(d. 413/1022)  252n11

Iamblichus (d. 330 CE)  40, 75, 77–78n18, 
79, 81, 82, 84n74–75, 85

–	 on hierarchy between God, angels and 
“godlike”  83–84

–	 on virtues  80, 84
al-ʿIbādī, Ḥunayn b. Isḥāq (d. 260/873)  

144, 147, 211
Ibn ʿAbbād → Ṣāḥib ibn ʿAbbād
Ibn Abī Uṣaybiʿa b. a (d. 668/1270)  181, 

198
Ibn ʿAdī → Yaḥyā b. ʿAdī
Ibn al-ʿAmīd → Abū l-Faḍl Ibn al-ʿAmīd
Ibn ʿArabī (d. 638/1240)  172, 173, 192
Ibn Bahrīz (fl. end 2nd-3rd/8–9th. c.)  

110, 124–125, 125n57,n59
Ibn Bājja (d. 533/1138)  15
Ibn Farīghūn (fl. middle 4th/10th c.)  188–

189, 188ill.
Ibn al-Furāt → Abū l-Ḥasan Ibn al-Furāt
Ibn al-Haytham (d. 432/1041)  172, 193, 

197–198
Ibn Ḥazm (d. 456/1064)  15
Ibn Jinnī → Abū l-Fatḥ ʿUthmān Ibn 

Jinnī
Ibn Kāmil → Abū Bakr Aḥmad b. Kāmil 

al-Qādī
Ibn Khaldūn (d. 808/1406)  64, 208, 

209n12
Ibn Khallikān (d. 681/1282)  14
Ibn al-Khammār, Abū l-Khayr al-Ḥasan 

ibn Suwār (d. after 407/1017)  11, 24ill., 
111, 166, 180

Ibn Khurradādhbih  251n15
Ibn Manẓūr  231n8
Ibn al-Muqaffaʾ (ca. 759)  25ill., 110, 

125n57
Ibn al-Nadīm (d. 385/995 or 389/998)  

179, 181, 198
Ibn Qayyim al-Jawziyya (d. 751/1350)  

142n22
Ibn al-Qifṭī (Jamāl al-Dīn al-Qifṭī, 

d. 646/1248)  13, 230
Ibn Qutayba (d. 276/889)  238
Ibn Rushd (Averroes, d. 595/1198)  15, 

112n12, 214, 214n32, 229, 337
Ibn Saʿdān → Abū ʿAbdallāh b. Saʿdān
Ibn Samḥ → Abū ʿAlī al-Ḥasan Ibn al-

Samḥ
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Ibn Sīnā (Avicenna, d. 428/1037)  15, 
24ill., 89, 135, 229, 292, 337

–	 Miskawayh and/vs.  13, 13n23, 22, 33, 
41, 135, 136–137, 151–154, 220, 230

–	 on ritual observances  317n86
–	 on the soul  41, 143, 144, 148–154
–	 sources of inspiration  138, 143–144
Ibn al-Taḥḥān (d. 416/101)  254n15
Ibn al-Ṭayyib (d. 435/1043)  110n1, 111, 

186
Ibn Ṭufayl (d. 581/1185)  15, 149n47
Ibn Zurʿa, Abū ʿAlī ʿĪsā (d. 398/1008)  

24ill., 94–95, 111, 166, 180
Ibrahīm b. Sinān (d. 334/946)  196
al-Iṣfahānī, Mirzā ʿAbdallāh 

(d. 1130/1718)  11n13
al-Iṣfahānī, al-Rāghib (fl. ca. 409/1018)  

32, 289
al-Isfizārī  40, 109, 110n1, 112, 114–116, 

130
Isḥāq b. Ḥunayn (d. 297/910)  24ill.
Iwannīs of Dārā (fl. 3rd/9th. c.)  76n8, 186
Izdebska, Anna  84n75
ʿIzz al-Dawla Bakhtiyār (Buyid Emir of 

Iraq, d. 367/978)  4

al-Jabiri, Mohammed Abed/al-Jābirī, 
Muḥammad ʿĀbid (d. 2010)  7, 15, 
24ill.

al-Jāḥiẓ, Abū ʿUthmān (d. 255/868)  22, 
25ill., 34, 35ill., 172, 192, 252, 252n9, 
252n11, 253, 254n15

Jamāl al-Dīn al-Qifṭī → Ibn al-Qifṭī
John Chrysostomos  193

Kadi, Wadad  14n24, 39
Kanjūr b. Isfandiyār (vizier of the king of 

Īrānshahr)  253–254
Kant, Immanuel (d. 1804)  39, 68
Karoui, Kaouther  43
Kermani, Navid  39, 70
al-Khafājī, Aḥmad b. Muḥammad  252n9
Khalidi, Tarif  191
Khalil, Samir  180; see also Samir, Khalil
Khan, Mohammed  36–37, 37
Khosrow I Anūshīrwān (Shah of the 

Sasanian Empire, r. 531–578 CE)  111, 
121, 271

al-Khwānsārī, Muḥammad Bāqir 
(d. 1313/1895)  10, 10n12

al-Kindī, Abū Yūsuf Yaʿqūb b. Isḥāq (d. ca. 
252–256/866–870)  22, 24ill., 75, 84n74, 
85, 89, 91, 93tab., 110, 112n13, 142, 
172, 229

–	 division of mathematics by  126, 
126n60

–	 on happiness  2
–	 on the soul  81, 84, 142–143
–	 on wisdom  2
Kraemer, Joel  15, 18, 19, 85, 89, 166, 180, 

219n52

Leaman, Oliver  15, 27
Leibniz, Gottfried Wilhelm  8
Locke, John  294

McDougall, Duncan (d. 1920)  140
Maimonides (d. 1204 CE)  206, 206n4
al-Maʾmūn (Abbasid caliph, r. 198–

218/813–833)  125, 252, 254n15
al-Manṭiqī → Abū Sulaymān al-Sijistānī al-

Manṭiqī
Marcotte, Roxanne  37, 261n14, 262n18, 

264n29, 265n35, 269n46
Margoliouth, David  36, 36n112
Mas, Ruth  17
al-Masʿūdī (d. 345/956)  196–197, 198
Mauder, Christian  41
al-Māwardī (d. 450/1058)  227
al-Mawṣilī, Ibn Abī Saʿīd (fl. 4th/10th. c.)  

34, 196
Mernissi, Fatima  18
al-Miqdādī, Faiṣal Ibrāhīm  13n23
Mīr Dāmād (d. 1041/1631)  10, 11n13
Miskawayh/Miskawaih (d. 421/1030)  
–	 career  3, 4, 8, 11–12, 56, 65, 136, 230, 

339
–	 character of  230–231
–	 on classification of the sciences  

–	 arts  280–281
–	 philosophy  271–272

–	 contemporary scholars/patrons/follow-
ers and/vs.  12–13, 14n24, 22–23, 24–
25ill., 32–33, 40, 84–85, 230
–	 al-Fārābī  75, 109, 111–112, 126–

129, 130, 257, 259, 269n46, 273–283
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–	 al-Ghazālī  5, 22, 43, 289, 292
–	 Ibn Sīnā  13, 13n23, 22, 33, 41, 135, 

136–137, 151–154, 220, 230
–	 al-Isfizārī  40, 109, 112–115, 116, 130
–	 al-Muqammaṣ  205, 220–224
–	 Saadia Gaon  205–206, 209–218, 

220–221, 222, 223–224
–	 al-Tawḥīdī  13, 33, 55, 229, 230–

231, 232–233, 272n59; see also al-
Hawāmil wa-l-shawāmil

–	 Yaḥyā b. ʿAdī  41, 161–163, 172–173, 
179, 218, 223, 225, 226

–	 education  11–12, 218
–	 on existence of God  26–27
–	 on free and enslaved human beings  

278–279
–	 on friendship  316–317
–	 on happiness  27–30, 262–276, 269n46, 

281–282, 283, 316
–	 humanism of  15, 19, 91–93, 320, 322, 

328–331, 334–335, 339, 342
–	 on justice  35, 323–329, 334–335
–	 life  8–20, 136, 230
–	 in modern context  337–342
–	 on (moral) character/character traits/

human faculties  31–32, 276–278
on law educating character  312–313
–	 name  9–10, 9n8, 10n9
–	 origins and confession  8, 9–11, 10n9, 

230–231, 246, 339
–	 political developments in lifetime of  1, 

20–22, 339
–	 reputation/reception/status of  13–16, 

66, 68, 136, 229, 230, 272n59, 282–283
–	 on the soul  26, 30, 31–32, 145–147, 

151–153, 323–324
–	 sources of inspiration  8, 15, 22, 24–

25ill., 40, 92, 93tab., 107, 109, 112–117, 
119, 122, 126, 136–137, 143, 147, 163, 
218–219, 226, 252, 273–274, 275–
276, 282–283, 327; see also Aristotle; 
Bryson; al-Fārābī; Galen; al-Jāḥiẓ; 
al-Kindī; Paul the Persian; Plato; 
Porphyry

–	 studies on  37–44
–	 on the virtues  30–31
–	 works  22–37, 136, 231
Mistrih, Vincent  170n34, 171

Mittleman, Alan  209
al-Muhallabī, Abū Muḥammad (vizier, 

d. 352/963)  12, 25ill., 63, 65
Muhammad/Muḥammad (the Prophet, 

d. 11/632)  93tab., 332, 336, 338
Muhanna, Elias  37
Muʿizz al-Dawla (Buyid Emir of Iraq, 

d. 356/967)  12, 25ill., 65, 230
Mullā Ṣadrā (Ṣadr ad-Dīn Muḥammad 

Shīrāzī, d. 1050/1640)  14
al-Muqammaṣ, Dāwūd b. Marwān 

(fl. early 3rd/9th c.)  186, 220–223, 225
–	 Miskawayh and/vs.  205, 220–224
–	 Saadia Gaon and/vs.  222, 225–226
al-Muqammiṣ → [al-]Muqammaṣ, Dāwūd 

b. Marwān
Mushkōye → Miskawayh/Miskawaih
al-Muʾtaman b. al-Assāl (d. between 

668/1270 and 684/1286)  198

Najḥ (chief of police)  61
Nicomachus of Gerasa (d. ca. 120 CE)  

114, 126n60
Nietzsche, Friedrich (d. 1900)  39, 69
Nöldeke, Theodor  9n8
Nonnus of Nisibis (d. after 862 CE)  221

Oliver, Mary  67
Olympiodorus (d. after 565 CE)  110n3, 

166

Paul the Persian (fl. 6th c. CE)  25ill., 40, 
109, 111, 121

–	 on classification of the sciences/philos-
ophy  111–112, 122–124, 125, 126, 130, 
271, 271n53, 272, 273, 282

Pellat, Charles  252n9
Perkams, Matthias  121–122, 122–123, 

123n50, 271n53
Phaidros (d. no later than 393 BCE)  139
Philo of Alexandria (d. ca. 50 CE)  209
Philoponus (d. ca. 570 CE)  110n3, 114, 

115
Pielow, Dorothee  41
Pietruschka, Ute  41
Pines, Shlomo  77n18, 111n8, 196
Plato (d. 347/8 BCE)  15, 22, 24ill., 34, 

77n18, 78n24, 124, 135, 166
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–	 on ethics  38, 75, 79, 82, 85, 184, 189, 
192, 329

–	 on happiness  76
–	 on justice  43, 321, 322, 325, 328, 328–

329, 334–335
–	 on Law/Law educating character  211, 

311, 312
–	 on likeness to God  79, 80
–	 on reason  224
–	 on the soul  41, 80, 84, 138–139, 144, 

146, 150, 152, 182, 184–185, 324, 325; 
see also tripartite soul

–	 as source of inspiration for Miskawayh  
93tab., 152, 154, 324, 328, 328–329, 
334–335

Platti, Emilio  219
Plessner, Martin  94–95
Plotinus (d. 270 CE)  23, 77n18, 81, 124, 

282
–	 on the soul  79, 139–140
–	 on virtues  79, 80, 84
Porphyry (d. ca. 305 CE)  22, 24ill., 75, 76, 

77–78n18, 82, 84, 93tab., 110
–	 on the soul  80, 81
Pseudo-Dionysius  124
Ptolemy (d. ca. 170 CE)  126
Pythagoras (d. ca. 480 BCE)  24ill., 76, 

93tab., 116

al-Qāḍī Nūr Allāh → al-Ṭūstarī, Nūr Allāh 
al-Marʿashī al-Ḥusaynī

al-Qaffāl al-Shāshī (d. 365/976)  310
al-Qarāfī, Shihāb al-Dīn (d. 684/1285)  

303n42
al-Qifṭī, Jamāl al-Dīn → Ibn al-Qifṭī
al-Qūmisī, Daniel  221n56

Radez, John Peter  37, 329
Raslān, Ṣalāḥ  232n10
al-Rāzī, Abū Bakr (Rhazes, d. 313/925 or 

323/935)  22, 25ill., 192–193, 229
al-Rāzī, Fakhr al-Dīn (d. 606/1210)  15
Reinhart, Kevin  310
Rhazes → [al-]Rāzī, Abū Bakr
Richter-Bernburg, Lutz  42
Ritter, Helmut  93, 94
Rizek, Ali Rida K.  43
Rodwell, J. M.  323n7

Rosenblatt, Samuel  205n2, 213n28–29
Rukn al-Dawla (Buyid Emir of Jibal, 

d. 365/976)  3–4, 12, 25ill.
al-Rūmī, Jalāl al-Dīn (d. 672/1273)  23, 

24ill.
Russell, Bertrand  259

Saadia Gaon (Saʿadyā Ben Yōsēf Gaon/
Saʿīd b. Yūsuf al-Fayyūmī, d. 942 CE)  
24ill., 41–42

–	 al-Muqammaṣ and/vs.  222, 225–226
–	 career  206–209
–	 Miskawayh and/vs.  205–206, 209–218, 

220–221, 222, 223–224
–	 sources of inspiration  211
–	 Yaḥyā b. ʿAdī and/vs.  219–220, 226
Ṣadr ad-Dīn Muḥammad Shīrāzī → Mullā 

Ṣadrā
Ṣafā, Georges  93
al-Safi b. al-ʿAssāl (d. after 650/1253)  198
Ṣāḥib ibn ʿAbbād (d. 385/995)  12, 25ill.
Samir, Khalil  172, 181, 192; see also Kha-

lil, Samir
Schimmel, Annemarie  301n39
Schneewind, Jerome  294
Schöller, Marco  16
Schönberger, Thomas  333n61
Sergius of Rēshʿaynā (d. 536 CE)  120n39, 

122, 124n54, 125
al-Shāfiʿī, Muḥammad ibn Idrīs 

(d. 204/820)  239n35
Shaltut, Mahmoud (d. 1963)  238n32
Sharif, Mian M.  15
Sherif, Mohamed Ahmed  291n1
Shīrāzī, Ṣadr ad-Dīn → Mullā Ṣadrā
Sībawayh (d. 180/796)  9n8
Simplicius of Cilicia (fl. ca. 490–560 CE)  

22, 24ill., 110n3, 119
Sinān b. Thābit (d. 330/942)  196, 198
Sklare, David  221
Socrates (d. 399 BCE)  5, 39, 67, 76, 138–

139
Stelzer, Steffen  38, 39
Stroumsa, Sarah  221
Swain, Simon  94, 97

al-Taʿālibī, Abū Manṣūr (d. 429/1038)  
10n9, 12, 25ill., 253n21
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al-Ṭabarī, Muḥammad b. Jarīr (d. 310/923)  
11, 25ill., 36, 56, 255n21

al-Takrītī, Najī  162, 181, 230n3
Ṭashköprüzāde/Ṭāshkubrīzāda 

(d. 968/1561)  267n47, 269n47
al-Tawḥīdī, Abū Ḥayyān (d. 414/1023)  5, 

10n9, 12, 14n24, 24ill., 26n65, 111, 166, 
229

–	 Miskawayh vs.  13, 33, 55, 229, 230–
231, 232–233, 272n59; see also al-
Hawāmil wa-l-shawāmil

Taylor, Christopher  260n3
Taymūr, Aḥmad Pāshā (d. 1930)  93
Thābit b. Qurra (d. 288/901)  196
Thābit b. Sinān (d. 365/976)  25ill., 36n112
Themistus (d. after 388 CE)  166
Theodore Abū Qurra (d. ca. 209/825)  

120n39, 122, 186
Theophrastus (d. ca. 287 BCE)  166
al-Turkī  Kanjūr (governor of al-Kūfa)  

254n15
al-Ṭurṭūshī, Abū Bakr Muḥammad b. al-

Walīd  252n11
al-Ṭūsī, Naṣīr al-Dīn (d. 672/1274)  5, 22, 

25ill., 93
al-Ṭūstarī, Nūr Allāh al-Marʿashī al-

Ḥusaynī (al-Qādī Nūr Allāh, 
d. 1019/1610)  10, 11n13

Ullmann, Manfred  38
Urvoy, Marie-Thérèse  179

Vasalou, Sophia  43
Versteegh, Kees  9n8

Wakelnig, Elvira  37, 40, 118, 271n53
Walzer, Richard  77n18, 126n60, 163–164
Watson, Gary  292
Wisnovsky, Robert  128n66

Yaḥyā b. ʿAdī (d. 363/974)  11, 24ill., 34, 91, 
111, 119, 193n86

–	 career  179–180, 218
–	 Christian confessional identity in work  

41, 167–172, 173
–	 ethical writings  41, 169–172, 193, 218–

219; see also Tahdhīb al-akhlāq
–	 Miskawayh and/vs.  41, 161–163, 172–

173, 179, 218, 223, 225, 226
–	 Saadia Gaon and/vs.  219–220, 226
Yefet ben ʿEli  221n56
Yosefi, Maxim  41–42

Zaidān, Yūsuf  13n23
Zargar, Cyrus A.  38
al-Zughbī, Fatḥī  230n3
Zurayk, Constantine K.  67, 77n18, 97, 

162, 218n44, 224n71
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Afsana (Uzbekistan)  136
Aleppo  20, 207
Alexandria  3, 109, 193
Algeria  339
Amu-Darya (river)  12
Athens  3

Babylonia  207, 207n9, 208
Baghdad  1, 2, 12, 20, 41, 42, 58, 60, 62–

63, 64, 65, 110–111, 130, 136, 159, 161, 
163, 164, 165, 166, 174, 179, 180, 205, 
206, 207, 218, 219, 222, 230

Balkh  254n15
Basra  20, 22, 29n79, 144
Beirut  93, 94
Bukhara (Uzbekistan)  136

Cairo  14, 20, 254n15
China  20
Chiwa → Khiva/Chiwa
Córdoba  20

Damascus  14, 20, 181, 254n15
Deutsche Forschungsgemeinschaft (DFG)  

89*
Dilaz (Upper Egypt)  206

Egypt  192, 193, 198, 206, 207, 232n10, 
321

Fars  252
Fergana (Uzbekistan)  20
Fez  20

Georg-August-Universität (Göttingen)  
89*

Göttingen  38, 89*

Hamadān (Iran)  136, 149

Indonesia  20
Iran  1, 4, 136, 149, 253–254
Īrānshar (Iran)  253
Iraq  1, 4, 198, 207
Isfahan  12, 20, 230
Israel  207

Kabyle (region, Algeria)  339
Kairouan (Tunisia)  20
Khiva/Chiwa (Uzbekistan)  12
Kufa  5, 20, 254n15

Libya  321

al-Mahdiyyah (Tunisia)  196
Marwa (hill, Mecca)  307
Mashhad/Meschhed (Iran)  20, 35
Morocco  20
Mosul  124
Mount Hira  332

Najaf  207
Near East  2
Nishapur  20
Nisibis (Mesopotamia, today Nusaybin, 

Turkey)  123

Palestine  207, 207n9

Qom  20

Ramle (Palestine)  207n9
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Rampur (India)  254
al-Raqqa (Syria)  221
Rayy/Raiy (Iran)  3, 4, 8, 9, 12, 14, 20, 136, 

230
Rhagai/Rhagae → Rayy/Raiy

Safā (hill, Mecca)  307
Samarqand  254n15
Seville  20
Sorbonne (Paris)  328
Sura (Babylonia)  207, 208
Syria  192, 198, 321

Tehran  8
Tigris  12, 59
Toledo  20
Tukharistan (former district near Balkh)  

254n15
Tunis  20
Tunisia  321

Uzbekistan  12, 136

Wadi al-Natrun (Egypt)  198
Wasit (Iraq)  254n15
Western Iran  4
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Abhandlung über Enthaltsamkeit (Yaḥyā b. 
ʿAdī) → Maqāla fī tabyīn ḥāl tark ṭalab 
al-nasl

Abhandlung über Seele und Intellekt (Mis-
kawayh) → Risāla fī jawhar al-nafs; 
Risāla fī l-nafs wa-l-ʿaql

Ādāb al-ʿArab wa-l-Furs (Miskawayh) 
→ Jāwīdhān Khiradh

al-Adwīya al-mufrada (Die einzigartigen 
Medikamente, Miskawayh)  231

ʿAhd Aradhashīr (pre-Islamic Persian clas-
sic on government)  56

Aḥwāl al-rūḥ (Die Zustände des Geistes, 
Miskawayh or Ibn Sīnā)  137

Akhlāq-i Jalālī (al-Dawānī) → Lawāmiʿ al-
ishrāq fī makārim al-akhlāq

Akhlāq-i Nāṣirī (Nasirean Ethics, al-Ṭūsī)  
22, 93

Alive, son of Awake (Ibn Sīnā) → Ḥayy ibn 
Yaqẓān

De anima (Aristotle)  80n32
An. Post. (Aristotle) → Posterior Analytics
[Ansammlungen von] Einsichten und 

Schätzen (al-Tawḥīdī) → [al-]Baṣāʾīr wa-
l-dhakhāʾir

Die Ansichten der Einwohner des vor-
trefflichen Staates (al-Fārābī) → [al-]
Madīna al-fāḍila

Aphorisms of the Statesman (al-Fārābī) 
→ Fuṣūl muntazaʿa

The Attainment of Happiness (al-Fārābī) 
→ Taḥṣīl al-saʿāda

Aufgeworfene Fragen und erschöpfende 
Antworten (Miskawayh) → [al-]
Hawāmil wa-l-shawāmil

al-Awrāq (Die Blätter, al-Ṣūlī)  36n112
Aʿyan al-Shī ʿa (Die hervorragenden Per-

sönlichkeiten der Schia, al-Sayyid 
Muḥsin al-Amīn)  10–11

al-Baṣāʾīr wa-l-dhakhāʾir ([Ansamm-
lungen von] Einsichten und Schätzen, al-
Tawḥīdī)  232

Die Benachrichtigung der Gelehrten über 
die Nachrichten der Philosophen (Ibn 
al-Qiftī) → Tārīkh al-ḥukamāʾ

The Bezels of Wisdom (Ibn ʿArabī) → Fuṣūṣ 
al-ḥikam

Die Blätter (al-Ṣūlī) → [al-]Awrāq
Book of Beliefs and Opinions (Saadia 

Gaon) → Kitāb al-Amānāt wa-l-iʿtiqādāt
Book of Commandments (Maimonides) 

→ Sefer ha-Mitzvot
Book of Comprehending the Oral Torah’s 

Laws (Saadia Gaon) → Kitāb Taḥṣīl al-
sharāʾiʿ al-samʿiyya
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Book of Directives and Remarks (Ibn Sīnā) 
→ Kitāb al-Ishārāt wa-l-tanbīhāt

Book of Enjoyment and Bonhomie (al-
Tawḥīdī) → Kitāb al-Imtāʿ wa-l-
muʾānasa

Book of Healing (Ibn Sīnā) → Kitāb al-
Shifāʾ

Book of Household Management (Bryson) 
→ Oikonomikos

Book of Letters/Particles (al-Fārābī) 
→ Kitāb al-Ḥurūf

Book of Religion (al-Fārābī) → Kitāb al-
Milla

Book of the Seasons (Saadia Gaon) → Sefer 
ha-Mōʿadīm

Book of Wisdom → Jāwīdhān Khiradh; 
Kitāb al-Ḥikma

Borrowed Lights (al-Tawḥīdī) → [al-]
Muqābasāt

Buch Brysons über die Führung des Hau-
shaltes durch den Mann → Oikonomikos

Buch der Anleihen [von Weisheiten] (al-
Tawḥīdī) → [al-]Muqābasāt

Buch der Glückseligkeit über Moralphilo
sophie (Miskawayh) → Tartīb al-saʿādāt 
wa-manāzil al-ʿulūm

Buch der Heilung → Kitāb al-Shifāʾ
Buch der Hinweise und Belehrungen (Ibn 

Sīnā) → Kitāb al-Ishārāt wa-l-tanbīhāt
Buch der Reinigung [der Seele] (Mis-

kawayh) → Tahdhīb al-akhlāq
Buch des Hinweises auf die Schönheiten 

des Handels (al-Dimashqī) → Kitāb al-
Ishāra ilā maḥāsin al-tijāra

Buch über den Zuspruch und den ver-
trauten Umgang (al-Tawḥīdī) → Kitāb 
al-Imtāʿ wa-l-muʾānasa

Buch über die Leitung der Haushalts-
führung (Bryson) → Oikonomikos

Buch über die Seele (Ibn Qayyim al-
Jawziyya) → Kitāb al-Rūḥ

The Canon of Medicine (Ibn Sīnā) → Kitāb 
al-Qānūn fī l-ṭibb

Categories (Aristotle)  110, 111, 113–114, 
119, 120n39, 121–122

Cause of the Foundation of Schools 
(Barḥadbshabba)  123

“Chapter” on the Kinds of Happi-
ness and the Division of Philosophy 
(Miskawayh)  111–112, 117–121, 
118n30

–	 classification of the sciences in  
–	 mathematics  125–126
–	 natural sciences  126–130
–	 theoretical philosophy  118–121, 125

–	 Iḥṣāʾ al-ʿulūm (al-Fārābī) vs./and  126–
129

–	 sources of inspiration  118, 119, 121–
122, 126

Chronik (al-Ḥarrānī)  36n112
Cleansing of Minds, Incisiveness of 

Thoughts and Honing of Hearts 
→ Taṣfiyat al-adhhān wa-nafādh al-
fikar wa-shaḥdh al-qulūb

Compendium on the Soul (Sinān b. 
Thābit) → Risāla Siyāsat al-nufūs

Contribution à l’étude de l’humanisme 
arabe au IVe/Xe siècle (Mohammed 
Arkoun)  328

The Criterion of Action (al-Ghazālī) 
→ Mizān al-ʿamal

Darüber, dass die Kräfte der Seele der 
Mischung des Körpers folgen (Galen) 
→ Quod animi mores corporis tempera
menta sequantur

Davānīs Ethik → Lawāmiʿ al-ishrāq fī 
makārim al-akhlāq

Definitions of Logic (Ibn Bahrīz) → Ḥudūd 
al-manṭiq

The Deliverer from Error → [al-]Munqidh 
min al-ḍalāl

Das Depositum der Weisheit → Ṣiwān al-
ḥikma

The Direction to the Attainment of Happi-
ness (al-Fārābī) → Risālat al-tanbīh ʿalā 
sabīl al-saʿāda

Discipline of the Soul (al-Ghazālī) → Kitāb 
Riyadāt al-nafs

Discourse on the Soul (al-Kindī) → Risāla fī 
l-qawl fī l-nafs al-mukhtaṣar min Kitāb 
Arisṭū wa-Aflāṭūn wa-sāʾir al-falāsifa

Drāmā aʿlām al-ʿarab (Theaterstücke 
über arabische Persönlichkeiten, Faiṣal 
Ibrāhīm al-Miqdādī)  13n23
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Die drei Fragen, die das Wissen insgesamt 
umfassen (Miskawayh) → al-Fawz al-
aṣghar

al-Durra al-fākhira (The Precious Pearl, 
al-Ghazālī)  142n22

The Eclipse of the Abbasid Caliphate 
(Miskawayh) → Tajārib al-umam

Die Einteilung der Glückseligkeit und 
die Rangstufen der Wissenschaften 
(Miskawayh) → Tartīb al-saʿādāt wa-
manāzil al-ʿulūm

Die einzigartigen Medikamente 
(Miskawayh) → [al-]Adwīya al-
mufrada

Enneads (Plotinus)  79, 124
Entlehnte Inspirationen (al-Tawḥīdī) 

→ [al-]Muqābasāt
The Enumeration of the Sciences (al-

Fārābī) → Iḥṣāʾ al-ʿulūm
Epistle of the Birds (Ibn Sīnā) → Risālat 

al-ṭayr
Epistle on Soul and Intellect (Miskawayh) 

→ Risāla fī l-nafs wa-l-ʿaql
Die Erfahrungen der Völker (Miskawayh) 

→ Tajārib al-umam
Die Erzählung von den Vögeln (Ibn Sīnā) 

→ Risālat al-ṭayr
Eternal Wisdom (‘collection of wisdom 

sayings’, Miskawayh) → Jāwidhān 
Khiradh

The Etiquette of Earning a Living (al-
Ghazālī) → Kitāb Ādāb al-kasb wa-l-
maʿāsh

Die ewige Weisheit (‘collection of wisdom 
sayings’, Miskawayh) → Jāwidhān Khi-
radh

The Experiences of the Peoples 
(Miskawayh) → Tajārib al-umam

Faḍāʾil al-nafs (ps.-Plato) → Maqāla fi 
ithbāt faḍāʾil al-nafs

Falsafat al-akhlāq bayna Arisṭū wa-
Miskawayh (Die Moralphilosophie 
zwischen Aristoteles und Miskawaih, al-
Takrītī)  230n3

Fardaqān (Die Festung, Yūsuf Zaidān)  
13n23

al-Fawz al-akbar (The Greater Triumph, 
Miskawayh)  27, 37, 118, 231

al-Fawz al-aṣghar (The Minor Triumph, 
Miskawayh)  26–27, 118n30, 231

–	 dating of  37
–	 on happiness  29, 263n22
–	 on knowledge of God  112
–	 Masāʾil al-umūr (al-Isfizārī) vs.  112, 

114–115, 116
–	 on prophecy  57
–	 on the soul  145
–	 sources of inspiration  112–113, 114, 

116–117, 130
Die Festung (Zaidān) → Fardaqān
Die [ freudige] Unterhaltung und die Gesel-

ligkeit (al-Tawḥīdī) → Kitāb al-Imtāʿ wa-
l-muʾānasa

Die Freundschaft und der Freund (al-
Tawḥīdī) → al-Ṣadāqa wa-l-ṣadīq

Fuṣūl muntazaʿa (Aphorisms of the States-
man, al-Fārābī)  312

Fuṣūṣ al-ḥikam (The Bezels of Wisdom, Ibn 
ʿArabī)  192

Die Gärten der Domänen des Paradieses 
(al-Khwānsārī) → Rawḍāt al-jannāt

Die Gärten der Gelehrten (al-Iṣfahānī) 
→ Riyāḍ al-ʿulamāʾ

Die Geschichte der Gottesgesandten und 
der Herrscher (al-Ṭabarī) → Tārīkh al-
rusul wa-l-mulūk

Die Geschichte der Philosophen (Ibn al-
Qifṭī) → Tārīkh al-ḥukamāʾ

Die Geselligkeit des Alleinlebenden 
(Miskawayh) → Uns al-farīd

Glanzlichter der Erleuchtung über den Adel 
der Sitten (al-Dawānī) → Lawāmiʿ al-
ishrāq fī makārim al-akhlāq

Golden Verses/Goldene Verse (Pseudo-
Pythagoras)  40, 75, 83, 84–85, 84n75

Die göttlichen Zeichen (al-Tawḥīdī) → [al-]
Ishārāt al-ilāhiyya

The Greater Triumph (Miskawayh) → al-
Fawz al-akbar

Das größere Gelingen (Miskawayh) → al-
Fawz al-akbar

Die größere Schrift über den Weg zum Er-
folg (Miskawayh) → al-Fawz al-akbar



362	 Index of Book Titles and Other Texts

Guide to the Merits of Commerce (al-Di-
mashqī) → Kitāb al-Ishāra ilā maḥāsin 
al-tijāra

Guide to the Perplexed (Maimonides)  206, 
206n4

Harmonics (Ptolemy)  126
al-Hawāmil wa-l-shawāmil (ed. Aḥmad 

Amīn)  33, 232n11, 233
al-Hawāmil wa-l-shawāmil (Mohammed 

Arkoun)  234
al-Hawāmil wa-l-shawāmil (Searching 

[Questions] and Compendious [An-
swers]), Miskawayh/al-Tawḥīdī  26n65, 
33–34, 55, 229

–	 on ʿāmma (common people)  57–58
–	 on ʿaqīda (creed, Article of Faith)  240, 

242–243
–	 historical background/themes and 

modern reflexions  231–233
–	 on ijtihād (independent reasoning)  

240–242, 245
–	 on ʿimāra (cultivation) vs. kharāb (di-

lapidation)  64
–	 on maṣlaḥa (concept of the public in-

terest or welfare) in  240–241, 245, 246
–	 on Quran  42, 234–235, 239, 245
–	 on sharia/sharīʿa  42, 234–239, 245

–	 sharia vs. reason  236–238
–	 on the soul  145
Ḥayy ibn Yaqẓān (Living, Son of Wakeful, 

Ibn Sīnā)  149–151, 153
Die hervorragenden Persönlichkeiten der 

Schia (al-Sayyid Muḥsin al-Amīn) 
→ Aʿyan al-Shīʿa

al-Ḥikma al-khālida → Jāwīdhān Khiradh
Die Hinleitung des Klugen zur Kennt-

nis über den Gebildeten (al-Ḥamawī) 
→ Irshād al-arīb ilā maʿrifat al-adīb

History of Islamic Philosophy (Oliver Lea-
man)  15

History of Learned Men (Ibn al-Qifṭī) 
→ Tārīkh al-ḥukamāʾ

History (Miskawayh) → Tajārib al-umam
History of Muslim Philosophy (Mian 

M. Sharif )  15
History of the Prophets and Kings (al-

Ṭabarī) → Tārīkh al-rusul wa-l-mulūk

Ḥudūd al-manṭiq (Definitions of Logic, Ibn 
Bahrīz)  110, 124–125

Humanism in the Renaissance of Islam 
(Joel Kraemer)  85

Iḥṣāʾ al-ʿulūm (The Enumeration of the 
Sciences, al-Fārābī)  111, 112, 122, 208–
209n12

–	 “Chapter” on the Kinds of Happiness 
and the Division of Philosophy vs./and  
126–129

Iḥyāʾ ʿulūm al-dīn (The Revival of the Re-
ligious Sciences, al-Ghazālī)  5, 289, 
291n1

–	 on jurisprudence  314
–	 Kitāb Ādāb al-kasb wa-l-maʿāsh (The 

Etiquette of Earning a Living)  314
–	 Kitāb al-Maḥabba wa-l-shawq wa-l-uns 

wa-l-riḍā (On Love, [Longing, Intimacy 
and Contentment])  297n22

–	 Kitāb Asrār al-ṣawm (The Mysteries of 
Fasting)  305

–	 Kitāb Asrār al-zakāt (The Mysteries of 
Zakat)  302

–	 Kitāb Dhikr al-mawt (The Remem-
brance of Death)  293

–	 Kitāb al-ʿIlm (On Knowledge)  293, 300, 
314

–	 Kitāb al-Khawf wa-l-rajāʾ (On Fear and 
Hope)  298

–	 Kitāb al-Murāqaba wa-l-muḥāsaba 
(Vigilance and Self-Judgement)  293

–	 Kitāb Riyāḍat al-nafs (Discipline of the 
Soul)  292–293, 294, 295, 295n15, 296, 
298, 299, 316n81

–	 Kitāb al-Ṣabr wa-l-shukr (On Patience 
and Gratitude)  295–296, 298, 300, 302, 
305, 308

–	 on Law and education of character  
299–308, 314, 315

–	 On the Etiquette of Seclusion  316n81
–	 on primacy of character/virtue vs. 

actions  290–300, 308
–	 on the purposes of Law  308
–	 on worship and ritual observance  297, 

298–299, 304, 305, 308, 313
–	 fasting  301, 304, 305, 306
–	 ḥajj  305, 307, 310
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–	 zakāt  302–303, 306
Ikhbār al-ʿulamāʾ bi-akhbār al-ḥukamāʾ 

(Ibn al-Qifṭī) → Tārīkh al-ḥukamāʾ
al-Imtāʿ wa-l-muʾānasa (al-Tawḥīdī) 

→ Kitāb al-Imtāʿ wa-l-muʾānasa
Introduction to Arithmetic (Nicomachus)  

114, 126n60
al-Iqtiṣād fī l-iʿtiqād (Moderation in Belief, 

al-Ghazālī)  294
Irshād al-arīb ilā maʿrifat al-adīb (Die 

Hinleitung des Klugen zur Kenntnis 
über den Gebildeten, Yāqūt al-Ḥamawī)  
14, 23–24

Isagoge (Aristotle)  272n59
Isagoge (Porphyry)  78n18, 110, 111
al-Ishārāt al-ilāhiyya (Die göttlichen 

Zeichen, al-Tawḥīdī)  232
ʿIshrūn maqāla (Twenty Chapters, al-Muq-

ammaṣ)  186, 221, 222
Islamic Humanism (Lenn E. Goodmann)  

19
Istiṭālat al-Jāḥiẓ (The Superiority of 

Understanding, al-Jāḥiẓ)  252–253, 
252n11

al-Jamʿ (al-Ḥuṣrī)  252n11
Jawāmiʿ al-ʿulūm (Ibn Farīghūn)  188–189, 

188fig., 190tab.
Jāwīdhān Khiradh (‘wisdom collection’ by 

Miskawayh)  34, 42, 179, 251–256

The Key to Happiness and the Lamp of 
Supremacy in the Classification of Sci-
ences (Ṭashköprüzāde/Ṭāshkubrīzāda) 
→ Miftāḥ al-saʿāda wa-miṣbāḥ al-siyāda 
fī mawḍūʿāt al-ʿulūm

Kitāb Ādāb al-kasb wa-l-maʿāsh (The Eti-
quette of Earning a Living, al-Ghazālī)  
314

Kitāb al-Akhlāq (Galen) → [De] moribus
Kitāb al-Maḥabba wa-l-shawq wa-l-

uns wa-l-riḍā (On Love, al-Ghazālī)  
297n22

Kitāb al-Amānāt wa-l-iʿtiqādāt (The Book 
of Beliefs and Opinions, Saadia Gaon)  
205, 208–209

–	 on fundamental role of Covenant  215–
217, 225

–	 on reasonable vs. revealed law  210–
211, 224

–	 on religious law, reason and wisdom  
212–215, 224

–	 Tahdhīb al-akhlāq and/vs.  206, 209–
218, 220, 224–226

Kitāb Asrār al-ṣawm (The Mysteries of 
Fasting, al-Ghazāli)  305

Kitāb Asrār al-zakāt (The Mysteries of 
Zakat  al-Ghazālī)  302

Kitāb Brīsun fī tadbīr al-rajul li-manzilihi 
(Bryson) → Oikonomikos

Kitāb Dhikr al-mawt (The Remembrance 
of Death, al-Ghazālī)  293

Kitāb al-Furūq (Shihāb al-Dīn al-Qarāfī)  
303n42

Kitāb al-Ḥikma (Book of Wisdom)  “Chap-
ter” on the Kinds of Happiness and the 
Division of Philosophy (Miskawayh)  
111–112, 117–121, 118n30, 125–130

Kitāb al-Ḥurūf (Book of Letters/Particles, 
al-Fārābī)  128, 128n66

Kitāb al-ʿIlm (On Knowledge, al-Ghazālī)  
293, 300, 314

Kitāb al-Imtāʿ wa-l-muʾānasa (Book of 
Enjoyment and Bonhomie, al-Tawḥīdī)  
13, 232

Kitāb al-Ishāra ilā maḥāsin al-tijāra (Das 
Buch des Hinweises auf die Schönheiten 
des Handels, al-Dimashqī)  93

Kitāb al-Ishārāt wa-l-tanbihāt (Book of 
Directives and Remarks, Ibn Sīnā)  149

Kitāb al-Khawf wa-l-rajāʾ (On Fear and 
Hope, al-Ghazālī)  298

Kitāb al-Milla (The Book of Religion, al-
Fārābī)  314

Kitāb al-Murāqaba wa-l-muḥāsaba 
(Vigilance and Self-Judgement, al-
Ghazālī)  293

Kitāb Murūj al-dhahab wa-maʿādin al-
jawhar (al-Masʿūdī)  196–197

Kitāb al-Qānūn fī l-ṭibb (The Canon of 
Medicine, Ibn Sīnā)  136

Kitāb Riyaḍāt al-nafs (Discipline of the 
Soul, al-Ghazālī)  292–293, 294, 295, 
295n15, 296, 298, 299, 316n81

Kitāb al-Rūḥ (Das Buch über die Seele, 
Qayyim al-Jawziyya)  142n22
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Kitāb al-Saʿāda fī falsafat al-akhlāq 
(Miskawayh) → Tartīb al-saʿādāt wa-
manāzil al-ʿulūm

Kitāb al-Ṣabr wa-l-shukr (On Patience and 
Gratitude, al-Ghazālī)  295–296, 298, 
300, 302, 305, 308

Kitāb al-Shifāʾ (Book of Healing, Ibn Sīnā)  
148–149, 317n86

Kitāb al-Sīra al-falsafiyya (The Philosophi-
cal Life, al-Rāzī)  196

Kitāb Tadbīr al-manzil (Bryson) → Oikon-
omikos

Kitāb al-Ṭahāra (Miskawayh) → Tahdhīb 
al-akhlāq

Kitāb Taḥṣīl al-sharāʾiʿ al-samʿiyya (Book of 
Comprehending the Oral Torah’s Laws, 
Saadia Gaon)  207n7

Kitāb al-Tājī  36n112
Kitāb al-Ṭibb al-rūḥānī (The Spiritual 

Physic, al-Rāzī)  192–193
Die Klassifikation des Glücks und die 

Rangstufen der Wissenschaften (Mis-
kawayh) → Tartīb al-saʿādāt wa-
manāzil al-ʿulūm

Das kleinere Gelingen/Der kleinere Tri-
umph/Die kleinere Schrift über den Weg 
zum Erfolg (Miskawayh) → [al-]Fawz 
al-aṣghar

Die Krone der Glaubensgemeinschaft → Tāj 
al-milla

Die Kultivierung der Charakterzüge und 
die Läuterung der natürlichen Veran-
lagungen (Miskawayh) → Tahdhīb al-
akhlāq

Die Läuterung der Sitten (Miskawayh) 
→ Tahdhdīb al-akhlāq

Lawāmiʿ al-ishrāq fī makārim al-akhlāq 
(al-Dawānī)  22–23

Laws (Plato)  184, 211, 311, 312
Lebendiger, Sohn des Wachen (Ibn Sīnā) 

→ Ḥayy ibn Yaqẓān
Die Lehrsitzungen der Gläubigen (al-

Shūstarī) → Majālis al-muʾminīn
Lisān al-ʿarab (Die Sprache/Zunge der 

Araber, Ibn Manẓūr)  231n8
Das Literaten-Lexikon (al-Ḥamawī) 

→ Muʿjam al-udabāʾ

Lustres of Illumination on the Noble Vir-
tues (al-Dawānī) → Lawāmiʿ al-ishrāq fī 
makārim al-akhlāq

al-Maʿānī (De castigatione animae, 
Hermes)  193, 195n89

al-Madīna al-fāḍila (The Perfect State, al-
Fārābī)  26, 82, 85

Majālis al-muʾminīn (Die Lehrsitzungen 
der Gläubigen, al-Shūstarī)  10, 
11n13

Majmūʿ uṣūl al-dīn (Al-Muʾtaman b. al-
ʿAssāl)  198

Making Men Moral (Robert George)  
311

manuscripts  
–	 British Library, MS Add 7473  196–197, 

197ill.
–	 Cairo, Dār al-Kutub, MS Taṣawwuf 

2241  193
–	 Cairo, Dār al-Kutub, MS Taymūr 

Akhlāq 290  195
–	 Damascus, MS Ẓahirīya 4871 (d)  

125n58
–	 Istanbul, MS Ragıp Paşa  125n58
–	 Jerusalem, Dayr Mār Murqus 272  193–

194, 195ill.
–	 Vatican, ar. 182  193, 194ill., 195, 197
–	 Wolfenbüttel, Herzog August Bib-

liothek Wolfenbüttel, Gud. graec. 106  
193n86

Maqāla fī ithbāt faḍāʾil al-nafs (The Vir-
tues of the Soul, ps.-Plato)  76, 77–80, 
186–187

Maqāla fī l-nafs (al-Mawṣilī)  196
Maqāla fī tabyīn ḥāl tark ṭalab al-nasl 

(Treatise on the Clarification of the 
State of Abandoning the Striving for Off-
spring/Treatise on Continence, Yaḥyā 
Ibn ʿAdī)  41, 161, 170–172

al-Masāʾil al-thalāth allatī tashtamilu ʿalā 
l-ʿulūm kullihā (Miskawayh) → [al-]
Fawz al-aṣghar

Masāʾil al-umūr al-ilāhiyya wa-hiya 
thamāniya wa-ʿishrūn masʾala (Twenty-
eight Questions on Metaphysical Topics, 
al-Isfizārī)  112, 114–115, 116

al-Mashriq (Lebanese journal)  94
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Metaphysics (Aristotle)  112, 124
Miftāḥ al-saʿāda wa-miṣbāḥ al-siyāda fī 

mawḍūʿāt al-ʿulūm (The Key to Hap-
piness and the Lamp of Supremacy in 
the Classification of Sciences, Ṭashköp-
rüzāde/Ṭashkubrīzāda)  269n47

Mishne Torah (Maimonides)  206n4
Mizān al-ʿamal (The Criterion/Scale of 

Action, al-Ghazālī)  5, 289, 291, 291n1, 
295n15, 296, 297n23

Moderation in Belief (al-Ghazālī) → [al-]
Iqtiṣād fī l-iʿtiqād

Die Moralphilosophie zwischen Aristoteles 
und Miskawaih (al-Takrītī) → Falsafat 
al-akhlāq bayna Arisṭū wa-Miskawayh

De moribus (Galen)  147, 147n40
Muʿjam al-udabāʿ (Das Literaten-Lexikon, 

al-Ḥamawī)  230
al-Munqidh min al-ḍalāl (The Deliverer 

from Error, al-Ghazālī)  291
al-Muqābasāt (Borrowed Lights, al-

Tawḥīdī)  33, 232
al-Mustaṣfā min ʿilm al-uṣūl (Quintessence 

of the Principles of Law, al-Ghazālī)  
294

The Mysteries of Fasting (al-Ghazālī) 
→ Kitāb Asrār al-ṣawm

The Mysteries of Zakat (al-Ghazālī) 
→ Kitāb Asrār al-zakāt

De mysteriis (Iamblichus)  80

Nasirean Ethics (al-Ṭūsī) → Akhlāq-i 
Nāṣirī

Die Nasirenische Ethik (al-Ṭūsī) 
→ Akhlāq-i Nāṣirī

Nicomachean Ethics (Aristotle)  75, 77n18, 
82, 184, 217n41, 294

–	 on happiness  260–261
–	 on human action  260, 298
–	 on law and educating character  311, 

312–313
–	 on law of God  217
–	 on virtues and vices  189, 190tab.
Die Nikomachische Ethik des Aristoteles in 

arabischer Übersetzung (Manfred Ull-
mann)  38

Nourishment of the Hearts (al-Makkī) 
→ Qūt al-qulūb

Oikonomikos (Kitāb Tadbīr al-manzil, 
Bryson)  40, 89, 93–107, 195n89

–	 parenting/child-rearing in  97–98
–	 Tahdhīb al-akhlāq vs.  95–96, 99–106
–	 translations  93–97
On the Etiquette of Seclusion (chapter in 

Iḥyāʾ ʿulūm al-dīn, al-Ghazālī)  316n81
On Fear and Hope (al-Ghazālī) → Kitāb al-

Khawf wa-l-rajāʾ
On Knowledge (al-Ghazālī) → Kitāb al-ʿIlm
On Love [Longing, Intimacy and Con-

tentment] (al-Ghazālī) → Kitāb al-
Maḥabba wa-l-shawq wa-l-uns wa-l-
riḍā

On the Method of How to Dispel Sorrow 
(al-Kindī) → Risāla fī l-ḥīla li-daf ʿ al-
aḥzān

On Patience and Gratitude (al-Ghazālī) 
→ Kitāb al-Ṣabr wa-l-shukr

On Soul’s Virtues (Iwannīs of Dārā)  186
On Traits of Character (Galen) → Peri 

ēthōn
On Virtues and Vices (ps.-Aristotle)  186
The Order of Happiness and the Ranks of 

the Sciences (Miskawayh) → Tartīb al-
saʿādāt wa-manāzil al-ʿulūm

Organon (Aristotle)  110, 330

Particles (al-Fārābī) → Kitāb al-Hurūf
Perennial Wisdom (Miskawayh) 

→ Jāwīdhān Khiradh
The Perfect State (al-Fārābī) → [al-]Madīna 

al-fāḍila
Peri ēthōn (Galen)  185, 195n89
Phaidros (Plato)  138–139, 152
The Philosophical Life (al-Rāzī) → Kitāb 

al-Sīra al-falsafiyya
Philosophus Autodidactus (Ibn Sīnā) 

→ Ḥayy ibn Yaqẓān
A Philosophy Reader from the Circle of 

Miskawayh (ed./trans. Elvira Wakel-
nig)  118, 118n29–30

Physics (Aristotle)  128n66
Politics (Aristotle)  311, 315n80
Posterior Analytics (An. Post., Aristotle)  

115
The Precious Pearl (al-Ghazālī) → [al-]

Durra al-fākhira
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The Principles of the Insights of the Inhab-
itants of the Perfect State (al-Fārābī) 
→ [al-]Madīna al-fāḍila

The Prostration of the Outermost Sphere to 
God Most High (al-Kindī) → Sujūd al-
falak al-aqṣā li-llāh taʿālā

Questions of Moral Philosophy (Hannah 
Arendt)  69

Quintessence of the Principles of Law (al-
Ghazālī) → [al-]Mustaṣfā min ʿilm al-
uṣūl

Quod animi mores corporis temperamenta 
sequantur (Galen)  144

Qūt al-qulūb (Nourishment of the Hearts, 
al-Makkī)  302

al-Radd ʿalā ʿĀnān (The Response against 
ʿAnan, Saadia Gaon)  207

al-Radd ʿalā Ibn Saqawayh (The Response 
against Ibn Saqawayh, Saadia Gaon)  
207n7

al-Radd ʿalā l-mutaḥāmil ʿalā l-mish-
na wa-l-talmūd (Response against the 
Detractor of the Mishnah and the Tal-
mud, Saadia Gaon)  207n7

Rambling and Comprehensive Questions 
(Miskawayh) → [al-]Hawāmil wa-l-
shawāmil

Rasāʾil Ikhwān al-Ṣafāʾ  85, 95, 144
Rawḍāt al-jannāt (Die Gärten der Do-

mänen des Paradieses, al-Khwānsārī)  
10, 14

Readings of the Quran (Mohammed 
Arkoun)  332n49

The Refinement of Character (Miskawayh) 
→ Tahdhīb al-akhlāq

De regressu animae (Plotinus)  80
Die Reinheit der Seele (Miskawayh) 

→ Tahdhīb al-akhlāq
The Remembrance of Death (Miskawayh) 

→ Kitāb Dhikr al-mawt
Republic (Plato)  184, 196, 211, 311
The Response against ʿAnan (Saadia Gaon) 

→ [al-]Radd ʿalā ʿĀnān
The Response against the Detractor 

of the Mishnah and the Talmud 
(Saadia Gaon) → [al-]Radd ʿalā 

l-mutaḥāmil ʿalā l-mishna wa-l-
talmūd

The Response against Ibn Saqawayh 
(Saadia Gaon) → [al-]Radd ʿalā Ibn 
Saqawayh

The Revival of the Religious Sciences (al-
Ghazālī) → Iḥyāʾ ʿulūm al-dīn

Risāla fī l-ḥīla li-daf ʿ al-aḥzān (On the 
Method of How to Dispel Sorrow, al-
Kindī)  32, 81

Risāla fī jawhar al-nafs (Abhandlung über 
Seele und Intellekt, Miskawayh)  145

Risāla fī māhīyat al-ʿadl (Abhandlung 
über das Wesen der Gerechtigkeit, 
Miskawayh)  35

Risāla fī l-nafs wa-l-ʿaql (Abhandlung über 
Seele und Intellekt, Miskawayh)  145

Risāla fī l-qawl fī l-nafs al-mukhtaṣar 
min Kitāb Arisṭū wa-Aflāṭūn wa-sāʾir 
al-falāsifa (Discourse on the Soul, al-
Kindī)  81

Risāla fī uṣūl al-fiqh (Traktat über die 
Grundlagen des Rechts, al-Shafiʿī)  
239n35

Risāla al-Qushayriyya (Epistle, al-
Qushayrī)  301

Risāla Siyāsat al-nufūs (Compendium on 
the Soul, Sinān b. Thābit)  196–197

Risālat al-tanbīh ʿalā sabīl al-saʿāda (The 
Direction to the Attainment of Happi-
ness, al-Fārābī)  259, 263, 283

–	 on division of the arts  280–281
–	 on free and enslaved human beings  

279
–	 on happiness  261, 269n46, 273–276, 

281–282
–	 on moral character/character traits  

277–278; see also Taḥṣīl al-saʿāda
Risālat al-ṭayr (Epistle of the Birds, Ibn 

Sīnā)  149
Riyāḍ al-ʿulamāʾ (Die Gärten der Gelehr-

ten, al-Iṣfahānī)  11n13

al-Ṣadāqa wa-l-ṣadīq (Die Freundschaft 
und der Freund, al-Tawḥīdī)  232

Salāmān wa-Absāl (Ibn Sīnā)  149
The Scale of Action (al-Ghazālī) → Mizān 

al-ʿamal
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Sefer Egron (Saadia Gaon)  207
Sefer ha-Mitzvot (Book of Command-

ments, Maimonides)  206n4
Sefer ha-Mōʿadīm (The Book of the Sea-

sons, Saadia Gaon)  208n9
Sendschreiben der Lauteren Brüder 

→ Rasāʾil Ikhwān al-Ṣafāʾ
Sendschreiben über den Kunstgriff zur 

Abwehr von Betrübnissen (al-Kindī) 
→ Risāla fī l-ḥīla li-daf ʿ al-aḥzān

Sich [die letzten Dinge] Vorstellen (al-
Muḥāsibī) → [al-]Tawahhum

Siddūr (Saadia Gaon)  207n7
Sifra (anonymous, 3rd-4th c. CE)  210
Die Sitten[-Sprüche] der Araber und 

der Perser (Miskawayh) → Jāwīdhān 
Khiradh

Ṣiwān al-ḥikma (Das Depositum der 
Weisheit)  14, 14n24

Siyāsat al-nafs (Yaḥyā Ibn ʿAdī) → Tahdhīb 
al-akhlāq

Sociability of the Solitary (Miskawayh) 
→ Uns al-farīd

The Soul’s Journey After Death (Qayyim 
al-Jawziyya) → Kitāb al-Rūḥ

The Spiritual Physic (al-Rāzī) → Kitāb al-
Ṭibb al-rūḥānī

Die Sprache/Zunge der Araber (Ibn 
Manẓūr) → Lisān al-ʿarab

The Struggle for Humanism in Islamic 
Contexts (Mohammad Arkoun)  333–
334

Sujūd al-falak al-aqṣā li-llāh taʿālā (The 
Prostration of the Outermost Sphere to 
God Most High, al-Kindī)  172

Summa Alexandrinorum  217n41
The Superiority of Understanding (al-

Jāḥiẓ) → Istiṭālat al-Jāḥiẓ

Ṭahārat al-nafs (Miskawayh) → Tahdhīb 
al-akhlāq

Tahdhīb al-akhlāq (The Refinement of 
Character, Miskawayh)  2, 5, 10, 13n23, 
27, 29n79, 30–34, 39, 84n74, 95, 110, 
179, 229, 251, 272–273n59

–	 audience/reception  57, 82–83
–	 on character/character traits  31–32, 67
–	 dating of  37, 252

–	 on friendship  316–317
–	 on fundamental role of Covenant  215–

216, 225
–	 on happiness  29, 67, 213, 316
–	 on justice  321, 322, 323–327
–	 Kitāb al-Amānāt wa-l-iʿtiqādāt (Saadia 

Gaon) and/vs.  206, 209–218, 220, 224, 
225–226

–	 on law and educating character  312–
313

–	 Oikonomikos vs.  95–96, 99–106
–	 parenting/child-rearing in  40, 98–105
–	 Quran and sharia in  243–245
–	 on reasonable vs. revealed law  211–

212, 224
–	 on religious law, reason and wisdom  

91–92, 210–213, 222
–	 on the soul  80n33, 145–147, 152, 185–

186, 323–324
–	 sources of inspiration  75–76, 85, 

93tab., 95, 97, 106, 145–146, 162–163, 
180–181, 206, 215, 217n41, 218

–	 translations  67
–	 on virtues  30–31, 185–186
Tahdhīb al-akhlāq (The Refinement of 

Character, Yaḥyā Ibn ʿAdī)  41, 161, 
162, 177, 179, 182–184, 218

–	 on abstinence (ʿiffa)  170
–	 audience/reception  167, 179–180, 181–

182
–	 authorship  180–181, 197–199
–	 Christian confessional identity in  167–

169, 178, 217–218
–	 compared to other ethical writings  

184–192
–	 history of transmission  172–173
–	 manuscripts/editions  181, 192–197, 

194–195ill., 197ill.
–	 on morals/moral quality  182–183
–	 religious pluralism in  163–167
–	 on renunciation  183
–	 on the soul  182–183, 185–186, 189
–	 sources of inspiration  75–76, 179, 

217
–	 on virtues and vices  182, 183, 184, 

185–186, 187–191, 190tab.
Taḥṣīl al-saʿāda (The Attainment of Hap-

piness, al-Fārābī)  128, 128n66,n68, 
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263n23; see also Risālat al-tanbīh ʿalā 
sabīl al-saʿāda

Tāj al-milla (Die Krone der Glaubens-
gemeinschaft, al-Ṣābiʾ)  36n112

Tajārib al-umam (The Experiences of the 
Peoples, Miskawayh)  1, 3–4, 14, 21n57, 
36–37, 56, 254

–	 on ʿāmma (common people)  58–63, 
64–65

Tārīkh al-ḥukamāʾ (History of Learned 
Men, Ibn al-Qifṭī)  13, 230

Tārīkh al-rusul wa-l-mulūk (History of 
the Prophets and Kings, al-Ṭabarī)  11, 
36, 56

Tartīb al-saʿādāt wa-manāzil al-ʿulūm (The 
Order of Happiness and the Ranks of the 
Sciences, Miskawayh)  43, 109, 111, 121, 
231, 259, 261–263

–	 audience  27–28, 262, 273
–	 on classification of knowledge  271–272
–	 dating of  27, 37
–	 on division of the arts  278–279
–	 division of theoretical philosophy in  

122–125
–	 on free and enslaved human beings  

278–279
–	 on happiness  27–30, 118, 262–276, 

281–282, 283
–	 common happiness  264
–	 general human happiness  265
–	 specific human happiness  265–

268
–	 ultimate happiness and classification 

of knowledge  263, 264, 265–268, 
269, 271

–	 on moral character/character traits  
276–278

–	 sources of inspiration  111, 111–112, 
119, 122, 271

Taṣfiyat al-adhhān wa-nafādh al-fikar wa-
shaḥdh al-qulūb (Cleansing of Minds, 
Incisiveness of Thoughts and Honing of 
Hearts)  254

al-Tawahhum (Sich [die letzten Dinge] Vor-
stellen, al-Muḥāsibī)  142n22

Theaetetus (Plato)  80
Theology (Pseudo-Aristotle)  79
Timaeus (Plato)  184–185

Die Todesfälle bedeutender Persönlich-
keiten und die Nachrichten über die 
Söhne der Zeit → Wafayāt al-aʿyān wa-
abnāʾ al-zamān

Traité d’Ethique → Tahdhīb al-akhlāq
Traktat über die Grundlagen des Rechts 

(al-Shāfiʿī) → [al-]Risāla fī uṣūl al-fiqh
Treatise on the Clarification of the State of 

Abandoning the Striving for Offspring 
(Yaḥyā Ibn ʿAdī) → Maqāla fī tabyīn ḥāl 
tark ṭalab al-nasl

Treatise on Continence (Yaḥyā Ibn ʿAdī) 
→ Maqāla fī tabyīn ḥāl tark ṭalab al-
nasl

Treatise on the Logic of Aristotle the 
Philosopher addressed to Khosrow I 
Anūshīrwān (Paul the Persian)  122, 
129–130

Treatise on the Sayings of Socrates (al-
Kindī)  81

Twenty Chapters (al-Muqammaṣ) 
→ ʿIshrūn maqāla

Twenty-eight Questions on Metaphysical 
Topics (al-Isfizārī) → Masāʾil al-umūr al-
ilāhiyya wa-hiya thamāniya wa-ʿishrūn 
masʾala

Über das Wesen der Gerechtigkeit (Mis-
kawayh) → Risālā fī māhīyat al-ʿadl

Universalchronik (al-Ṭabarī) → Tārīkh al-
rusul wa-l-mulūk

Uns al-farīd (Sociability of the Solitary, 
Miskawayh)  231

Die Unterrichtung der Gelehrten über die 
Nachrichten der Philosophen (Ibn al-
Qiftī) → Tārikh al-ḥukamāʾ

Vigilance and Self-Judgement (al-Ghazālī) 
→ Kitāb al-Murāqaba wa-l-muḥāsaba

The Virtues of the Soul (ps.-Plato) 
→ Maqāla fī ithbāt faḍāʾil al-nafs

Vita pythagorica (Porphyry/Iamblichus)  
81

Wafayāt al-aʿyān wa-anbāʾ abnāʾ al-zamān 
(Die Todesfälle bedeutender Persön-
lichkeiten und die Nachrichten über die 
Söhne der Zeit, Ibn Khallikān)  14
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Die wertvolle Perle über die Enthüllung 
des Wissens vom Jenzeits (al-Ghazālī) 
→ [al-]Durra al-fākhira

Die Wiederbelegung der Wissenschaften 
von der Religion → Iḥyāʾ ʿulūm al-dīn

The Works of Yaḥyā Ibn ʿAdī: An Analytical 
Inventory (Gerhard Endress)  180

Die Zustände des Geistes (Miskawayh or 
Ibn Sīnā) → Aḥwāl al-rūḥ



Index of Scriptural References

This index includes all references to specific Biblical and Quranic verses.

Bible (Old Testament)

Deuteronomy
–	 26:16	 210

Leviticus
–	 18:4	 210

Quran

2 (al-Baqara)
–	 2:233	 141
–	 2:286	 141
3 (ʾĀl ʿImrān)
–	 3:57	 323n7
–	 3:140	 323n7
–	 3:182	 323n7
–	 3:185	 141
6 (al-Anʿām)
–	 6:59	 237n34
–	 6:61	 141
–	 6:152	 141
7 (al-ʾAʿrāf )
–	 7:29	 323n7
–	 7:42	 141
10 (Yūnus)
–	 10:45	 141
11 (Hūd)
–	 11:105	 258n3, 260n1
12 (Yūsuf )
–	 12:53	 141n17
15 (al-Ḥijr)
–	 15:28	 141
16 (an-Naḥl)
–	 16:90	 312, 323n7
19 (Maryam)
–	 19:62	 235, 235n25
20 (Ṭāʾ-Hāʾ)

–	 20:103	 141
21 (al-Anbiyāʾ)
–	 21:22	 235, 235n25
–	 21:35	 141
29 (al-ʿAnkabūt)
–	 29:57	 141
32 (al-Sajda)
–	 32:11	 142
39 (al-Zumar)
–	 39:15	 235, 235n25
–	 39:42	 141
42 (al-Shūrā)
–	 42:40	 323n7
59 (al-Ḥashr)
–	 59:7	 235, 235n25
65 (al-Ṭalāq)
–	 65:7	 141
75 (al-Qiyāma)
–	 75:1–2	 141n18
79 (al-Nāziʿāt)
–	 79:46	 141
82 (al-ʾInfiṭār)
–	 82:5	 141
89 (al-Fajr)  
–	 89:27	 141n19
99 (al-Zalzala)  
–	 99:7	 293



Index of Prophetic Traditions (Ḥadīth)

This index refers to the ḥadīth by topic. Discussions related to the science of ḥadīth are in-
cluded in the Index of Topics and Keywords under “ḥadīth”.

ethics  70

fasting  304

makārim al-akhlāq  291n3

punishment of the grave  154

safety  70
scale on Day of Judgement  293–294

temperance  304



Index of Topics and Keywords

(incl. non-earthly characters)

Apart from topics and keywords, this index includes the names of non-earthly and fic-
tive figures (e. g. God), the names of groups of people (e. g. Ashʿarites, Daylamis), and 
unearthly places. 
  Please note that certain cross-references (“→”/“see also”) in this index may refer to the 
Index of Proper Names or the Index of Book Titles and Other Texts.
  The English transliteration guidelines of the International Journal of Middle East 
Studies have been followed for terms in Arabic. 

Abbasid caliphate/period  1–2, 58, 125, 
136, 161, 162n4, 163, 206, 275

abhorrent moral qualities  183
abstinence (ʿiffa)  165, 170–171, 172, 184, 

190tab., 211; see also temperance
abuse of power  101
accidents (al-aʿrāḍ)  127, 128, 129, 130
acquired intellect  223
action/actions  
–	 acts of obedience/disobedience  

294n12, 299n32, 302, 305, 307, 308
–	 affecting others  313–314
–	 good/right, bad/wrong and obligatory  

212, 223, 224, 271, 290, 293–294
–	 for own self vs. for others  78–79
–	 primacy of character/virtue vs.  289, 

290, 291, 292–299, 308
–	 religious law and  289, 290
–	 to treat malady of heart  297, 298, 299; 

see also human transactions
active intellect  143, 149, 151, 153, 154
actual intellect  223
adab (education, erudition)  4, 5, 69, 69n5, 

189, 191, 331n44
–	 adab ansana  334
–	 equation with ethics  107, 341
–	 humanitas adab vs. adab discipliné  90, 

330, 331, 331n44
–	 literary culture of  2, 191

–	 term  67–68n3, 189, 334
adab literature  167n23, 182, 184, 187, 189, 

191, 198; see also Tahdhīb al-akhlāq
ʿadl → justice
affinity
–	 between man and God  80
afterworld  69, 142, 154, 238n31, 239
akhlāq → ethics
alchemy/alchemists  8, 11, 13, 136, 

272n59
alcohol consumption  96, 102–103
Alexandrian school/philosophers  80–81, 

84, 85, 109, 273
allegories  137–138
–	 of the soul  139, 149–153; see also 

metaphors
allgemeines Glück → happiness
almsgiving (zakāt)  300, 300n33, 301, 

302–303, 306
ʿāmma → common people
analogy (qiyās)  137, 207n7, 244, 281, 298, 

309, 310
angelic soul  143
angels  
–	 of death  141–142
–	 hierarchy between God, “godlike” and  

83
–	 likeness to  165, 185
anger  142, 144, 150
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animals  145, 153
–	 common happiness of  264
–	 human beings vs.  145, 153, 182, 192
–	 riding animals (metaphor)  146–147
–	 slaughtering of  236
animal soul  139, 143, 144, 145, 146, 153, 

182; see also appetitive soul; irascible 
soul

anthropology  Galenian  3, 5
apologetics  169–170, 180
apophthegms → wisdom quotes
Apostolic Church of the East  166
appetite, physical  297n21, 304
appetitive soul (epithymētikón, al-nafs al-

shahwāniyya)  80, 139, 146, 165, 182, 
185

–	 virtues and vices of  138, 185, 186tab., 
324

Arab humanism  5, 7, 15, 16–17, 19, 43, 
90, 107, 234, 321, 322, 328–331, 333, 
334, 339; see also Islamic humanism

Arabic/Arabo-Islamic philosophy  124, 
282, 283, 330, 331

–	 on happiness  261, 274
–	 influence of late antique prolegomena 

on  110, 130; see also Islamic religious 
ethics

Arabic Christian philosophers/intellec-
tuals → Christian(-Arab) philosophers/
intellectuals

Arabic intellectual heritage  2, 34, 179, 187, 
252, 340

Arabic-Islamic philosophy/philosophers  
261, 274

Arabicized Iranians  256
Arabicized Jews  186, 221, 221n56, 225
Arabic language  2, 4, 8, 20, 208
Arabic translations  
–	 of Greek works  34, 75, 77, 85, 110, 125, 

139, 144, 147, 166, 181, 184–185, 186, 
211

–	 of Persian works  111, 184
–	 of Syriac works  179
–	 of Torah  207n7
Arab Spring/Revolution (2010-2012)  

321–322, 335
Aramaic  207n7
Aristotelian causes  128, 128n66, 130

Aristotelian epistemology  3
Aristotelian ethics  3, 38, 75, 82, 109, 184, 

189, 230, 260, 261, 270, 329
Aristotelian happiness  3, 29, 118, 119, 

217, 268, 268n43, 269, 269n46, 270, 
273–274, 276

Aristotelian justice  30, 35, 43, 321, 322, 
323, 326, 327, 328, 328–329, 334–335

Aristotelian logic  3, 122, 130, 219, 226, 
230, 270, 273

Aristotelian philosophy  2–3, 109, 110, 
110n3, 111, 117, 119, 123–125, 162, 
223, 261

Aristotelian physics  2–3, 180
Aristotelian sciences  67, 230
arithmetic  21, 125, 126
artificial bodies  natural and/vs.  127–130
arts (ṣanāʾiʿ)  28, 29, 32, 267n39
–	 classification of the  280–281
–	 happiness generated from  267
–	 term  28–29n79
ascetism/ascetics  58, 64, 76, 81, 164, 165, 

168, 184, 305, 316
Ashʿarites  209, 238
assimilation of God → likeness to God
association → human interaction/associa-

tion/society; political association
astronomers  2, 116, 117n26, 136, 193, 

196, 198
astronomy  21, 125, 126
audience/readership of Miskawayh’s work  

253, 255–256
“authentic Islam”  340
ayyārūn (vagabonds, warriors)  59, 61

Babylonian school (Judaism)  207, 207–
208n9

bad → evil
bad/wrong deeds/actions  212, 223, 224, 

290, 293, 294
Baghdadi scholarly circle/school  15, 25ill., 

110, 130, 136, 161
ball games (metaphor)  241, 242, 243
bats (animals)  113, 115, 116
beast-like man  278–279
beastly soul → appetitive soul
beatitude  3; see also ultimate happiness
Begierdenseele → appetitive soul
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behavior  
–	 of boys  97–98; see also upbringing
–	 of common people  57, 60, 61, 62
–	 correct  233
–	 criminal  61, 62
–	 of kings and other rulers  167–168, 

181–182, 191; see also mirrors-for-
princes literature

–	 towards fellow human beings  83
being, modes of  291; see also virtue/

virtues
beliefs (maʿārif )  59, 206n2, 208, 209, 

209n12, 295, 297
biblical commentary  207
biblical translation  207
Bildung → education; upbringing
biographers  181
biography of Miskawayh  8–19
birds (metaphor)  149
bloodletting (metaphor)  243
blood money (diya)  236
bodily desire  272, 304, 305, 306
bodily happiness  29, 118, 120, 268
bodily mist/cloud  297
–	 eyes of the soul vs.  113–115
bodily things  
–	 spiritual things vs.  76–77
body/bodies  
–	 artificial vs. natural  127–130
–	 sensible  126
–	 soul and/vs.  113–115, 138, 139–140, 

143–144, 148, 153, 324
–	 transience of  142, 144, 149
boys  
–	 character traits of  97
–	 development of intellect  98–99
–	 shame of  97, 98
–	 upbringing and education of  40, 89, 

97–106
–	 eating and drinking habits  102–104
–	 lying  105
–	 main themes in  98, 99, 100tab.
–	 (mis)behavior/manners  97–99
–	 punishment  98, 101, 105
–	 sleeping habits  104–106

Buyid dynasty/period  1–2, 16, 21, 34, 56, 
85, 136, 180, 233

Buyid rulers  3, 4–5, 21, 21n57, 25ill., 26, 

58, 65, 230, 232, 252–253; see also vi-
ziers

Byzantine invasion (361/972)  4

calendar  
–	 Hebrew  207, 207–208n9
–	 Muslim  171
caliphs/caliphate  59, 327; see also Abba

sid caliphate/period; Fatimid caliphate/
period

cardinal virtues → virtue/virtues
career of Miskawayh  3, 4, 8, 11–12, 56, 65, 

136, 230, 339
causality  143, 296n17
–	 Aristotelian causes  128, 128n66, 130
–	 causal priority  296, 297, 298
character (traits)  233, 237, 282, 295
–	 for acquiring knowledge  282
–	 character change/reformation  192, 

298
–	 definition/term  292–293
–	 education by (religious) law  299–308, 

311, 312–313
–	 good vs. evil  277–278
–	 of Miskawayh  230–231
–	 moral character  276–277
–	 primacy of character/virtue vs. actions  

289, 290, 292–299, 308
–	 refinement of  165, 189

–	 role of tripartite soul  41, 135–136, 
146, 152, 154, 189

–	 study of ethics to refine character 
traits  270, 272

–	 requirement for repetition and habi-
tude  277–278

–	 of rulers/kings  167–168; see also vir-
tue/virtues

chariot allegory/metaphor  139
chastity  180, 192; see also temperance
“chief good”  260; see also happiness
child-rearing/child education → educa-

tion; parenting; upbringing
children  
–	 education and upbringing of  97, 277

–	 boys  40, 89, 97–106
–	 rich/noble children  99, 101, 106

–	 happiness from having  268
–	 intellect of  98–99
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–	 punishment and reward of  223; see 
also boys

Christian(-Arab) philosophers/theolo-
gians/intellectuals  23, 24ill., 38, 40, 
41–42, 81, 90, 161–174, 179–181, 184, 
192, 193, 193n86, 196, 197–199, 218–
220, 222, 225, 226, 294; see also Syriac-
Christian intellectual heritage

Christian ethical writings  163, 164, 167–
172, 179, 180–199

–	 reception and transmission  172–174, 
180

Christianity  169–170, 208
–	 cardinal virtues in  31
–	 conversion to  221
–	 secularism and  17, 341
Christian Orthodox masses  70–71
Christians/Christian community  2, 165
–	 church officials  168
–	 dhimmī/protected status of  21, 164, 

168–169, 170, 173
chronicles  1, 4
cities/city-states (polis)  68, 70, 92
–	 governance of  82, 121, 311–312, 314
citizenship  75
civic virtues  79
class → common people; elite
classical Islam  2, 5, 15, 16, 21, 23, 89, 90, 

142, 229, 234, 238n32, 334, 335
classical Islamic intellectuals  7, 22, 26, 

38, 40, 106, 107, 135, 237–238, 239, 
332n49, 333, 334, 337, 338

classification  
–	 of Aristotle’s writings  122, 123, 130
–	 of the arts  280–281
–	 of (cardinal) virtues  78, 170, 182, 183, 

185–188, 189, 190tab.
–	 of happiness  27–30, 43, 109, 118, 262, 

263–273; see also ultimate happiness
–	 of human beings  76–77
–	 of knowledge  120–121, 124–125, 188, 

268–273, 269n46-47, 275
–	 of mathematics  125–126, 126n60, 

130
–	 of metaphysics  130
–	 of natural sciences  126–129, 130
–	 of philosophy  109, 111–112, 116, 118–

119, 275

–	 theoretical philosophy  119, 122–
125, 271

–	 of sciences  116, 117, 120–121, 271–
272, 273, 275

–	 of the soul  79–80, 138–139, 140–141, 
142, 143, 144, 145, 146, 150, 152, 153, 
154, 185, 187, 188ill.; see also tripartite 
soul

–	 of wisdom  263
cogitation  186
cognitions  295–296, 297, 298
colleges  20
commandments → God’s commandments; 

moral commandments
commendable moral qualities  183
common happiness  264, 264n29
common people (ʿāmma)  39
–	 classification of  58, 59
–	 (criminal) behavior of  57, 60, 61, 62
–	 as deprived entity in society  60
–	 elite vs.  39, 58–59
–	 governance of  121
–	 historical view on  58–63, 64–65
–	 irrational/superstitious belief of  57, 59, 

59n19
–	 mental capacity of  57–58, 214n32
–	 political association of  58, 59, 63–64
–	 rebellions by  58, 60–63, 64–65
community  
–	 acquisition of virtue within  315–317; 

see also cities/city-states
complaining  232
concupiscent soul  324; see also appeti-

tive soul
confession of Miskawayh  8, 9–11, 231, 

246, 339
conscience  141
contemporaries/patrons of Miskawayh  

12–13, 14n24, 22–23, 24–25ill., 32–33, 
40, 84–85, 230; see also [al-]Fārābī; [al-]
Ghazālī; Ibn Sinā; [al-]Muqammaṣ; 
Saadia Gaon; [al-]Tawḥidī; Yaḥyā Ibn 
ʿAdī

continence → temperance
continuous proportion (justice)  326
conversion  
–	 to Christianity  221
–	 to Islam  166
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conviction (iʿtiqādāt)  206n2, 209
Copts/Coptic intellectuals  181, 193, 198
corporal punishment  98, 105
corrective justice  326
correct reasoning (qiyās)  223, 246
cosmology  143
couches (as metaphor/example)  129
courage (shajāʿa)  31, 138, 139, 185, 

186tab., 190tab.
courtiers  2, 15, 56, 65, 136, 188, 206n4
covenant (primordial “agreement”, 

“treaty” between God and humankind)  
–	 fundamental role of  215–217, 218, 225
–	 justice and  215–216, 225
cowardice  186tab., 190tab.
crime/criminal behavior  60, 61, 62
crisis of reason  70
criticizing  98, 141, 232
cultivation (ʿimāra)  
–	 dilapidation vs.  58, 63–64
cultural diversity  21–22
curricula  
–	 institutionalized vs. non-institutional-

ized Islamic teaching  21
–	 philosophical curriculum  271–273
customary acts (ʿādāt)  300, 301n36
customary law  240, 241, 245
Cynicism  184

Day of Judgement  141, 142, 293–294, 
295n14, 301

Daylamīs  60, 61
death  
–	 afterworld  69, 142, 154, 238n31, 239, 301
–	 departure of soul from body after  141–

142, 144, 154
–	 resurrection  209
deduction (istinbāṭ)  239
desire  296–297
–	 bodily  272, 304, 305, 306
–	 divine  79
–	 for evil  141, 141n17, 191
–	 friendship vs.  184
–	 for material things/money  183, 305, 

306
–	 religious law and/vs.  305–307
–	 for self-determination  307
desubstantivation  103–104, 106

dhimmīs  168–169, 170, 173
dialectical theology → kalām al-dīn
dialectics  21
dictionaries  207
dilapidation (al-kharāb)  
–	 cultivation vs.  58, 63–64
discernment  265, 266, 268n43, 269, 270–

271, 277, 278, 279
discipline  183
disclosure (mukāshafa)  300, 308
discrete proportion (justice)  326
dishonesty  186, 190tab.
disobedience  294n12, 308
disputes
–	 between legal scholars  238–243
distributive justice  326, 327
divine commands → God’s command-

ments
divine desire  79
divine intellect  79
divine justice  35, 37, 221n56, 222, 222n65, 

225, 238n31, 323n7, 335
–	 as expression of purification of the soul  

323–325
–	 harmonization between human and  

328–329
–	 human interaction and  325
–	 rational soul/faculty of reason and  329
divine knowledge  79
divine law → religious law; revealed law; 

sharīʿa
divine power  76, 80, 165
divine reason  78, 80
divine science (al-ʿilm al-ilāhī)  120, 121
divine virtues  78, 83, 84, 323
divinity
–	 human being’s process to  3, 78, 79, 80
doctrine
–	 judgement in doctrinal issues  242–243
dogs (metaphor)  146–147, 147n40
dreigeteilte Seele → tripartite soul
drinking  144, 147
–	 of alcohol  96, 102–103
–	 of water  102
dwellers  58, 64
dynasties  20; see also Abbasid caliphate/

period; Buyid dynasty/period; Fatimid 
caliphate/period
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eating  138, 144, 147, 150
–	 eating/drinking habits of boys  102–104
economics  109
education  15
–	 of boys  40, 89, 95–96, 97–106
–	 of character by/pedagogical function of 

(religious) law  289, 292, 299–308, 306, 
308, 311, 312–313, 314, 315

–	 ethics and  38, 68, 107, 179, 272
–	 of Miskawayh  11–12, 218
–	 paideia  68, 68–69n5, 107, 189, 191
–	 religious  165
–	 of rich/noble children  99, 101, 106;  

see also mirrors-for-princes literature
–	 of the soul  185, 189, 217; see also 

philosophical education; upbringing
efficient cause  128
elders  59, 164
elite (khāṣṣa)  20, 65, 66
–	 common people vs.  39, 58–59
emirs  26, 58; see also Buyid rulers
endurance  266
engelsgleiche Seele → angelic soul
Enlightenment  17
epistème (methodology)  333, 333n61, 

334, 335
epistemology  75, 82, 121, 126, 128, 143, 

209, 331, 333, 339
–	 Aristotelian  3, 67
epistolographers  4, 12
epithymētikón → appetitive soul
equality
–	 justice and  326
Erkenntnistheorie → epistemology
erudition → adab
essence, real  3, 78, 79, 80
ethical conduct  
–	 achievement of happiness through  

260–261
–	 code of  14, 38
ethical doctrine
–	 in different religious traditions  255
ethical health  304, 309
ethical instruction
–	 wisdom quotes for  253
ethical knowledge
–	 reason and religious law as sources of  

210, 211–212, 224, 225

ethical works  41, 161–163, 218
–	 attribution/authorship  192–193, 196, 

197–199
–	 Christian  164, 167–172, 179, 180–182, 

184
–	 manuscripts  192–197, 194ill., 195ill., 

197ill., 198
–	 of Miskawayh  30–33, 39, 41, 75, 161; 

see also Tahdhīb al-akhlāq
–	 readership/reception  167, 191, 193
–	 religious pluralism in  163–167; see 

also adab literature
ethics (akhlāq)  23, 26, 121
–	 Aristotelian  3, 38, 75, 82, 109, 184, 189, 

230, 260, 261, 270, 329
–	 division of  109
–	 as a door (Arkoun)  69
–	 equation with adab  107, 341
–	 in Greek philosophy vs./and Islamic 

philosophy  68, 81, 322, 328, 329–330, 
335

–	 of Miskawayh  5, 15, 75, 82, 85, 109, 
317, 329; see also Arab humanism

–	 moral/virtue ethics  209, 210, 214, 
216n38, 221, 223, 224, 225, 289, 292, 
297

–	 Neoplatonic ethical tradition  40, 75, 
82, 84, 85, 109, 184

–	 (philosophical) education/pedagogy 
and  38, 68, 107, 130, 179, 272

–	 Platonic  38, 75, 79, 82, 85, 184, 189, 
192, 329

–	 positive  3
–	 propaedeutical  3, 110, 117, 130
–	 rethinking of Islamic  331–334
–	 as science  68, 69; see also moral philos-

ophy; virtue/virtues
ethics proper  109
ethos (khuluq)  3, 69
eudaimonia → happiness
Europe
–	 reception of classical Islamic thought in  

337–339
evaluative primacy  292, 296, 297, 299, 308
evil  143
–	 ability to distinguish between good and  

210, 222, 223, 224, 224–225, 270, 276
–	 desire for  141, 141n17, 191
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–	 good vs. evil character  277–278
–	 radical  69–70
evil soul (al-nafs al-ammāra)  141
existence of things  128
explanatory primacy (Watson)  291, 292, 

297, 308
external causes  128n66
external goods  
–	 happiness from  118; see also material 

things
eyes of the soul
–	 bodily mist vs.  113–115

faḍāʾil → virtue/virtues
fairness  211
Faithful Spirit (al-rūḥ al-amīn)  219n52
family
–	 happiness from  118
famine  62
fasting  301, 304, 305, 306
fatāwa  240
father of Miskawayh  9–10, 10n9
Fatimid caliphate/period  20
feminism  18
final cause  128
fiqh → jurisprudence
First Cause  78, 224
“First Principle”
–	 man’s actions vs. actions of  78
flying people (metaphor)  149
followers of Miskawayh  22–23
folly  186, 190tab.
fools  58
forgiving  232
formal cause  128
fortitude  304
four elements theory (Galen)  144
freedom
–	 levels of human  278–279
freedom of human action  222, 222n65, 

225
–	 revealed law and  225–226; see also free 

will
free sciences → metaphysics
free will  8, 209, 210, 212, 214, 221n56, 

222, 223, 224, 233, 276
friendship  
–	 desire vs.  184

–	 human happiness and  118, 268, 316–
317

frigidity  211
fruit  104
funerals  301
Fürstenspiegel → mirrors-for-princes lit-

erature

Gabriel (Jibrīl)  219n52, 332
Galenic anthropology  3, 5
Gaons  207–208
general human happiness  264, 265
general public → common people
generosity (sakhā)  31, 97, 186tab., 306
geometrical proportion (justice)  326, 327
geometry/geometers  21, 116, 117n26, 125, 

126
Gerechtigkeit → justice
Gewöhnung → habits/habituation/

habitude
girls
–	 upbringing/education of  101
Glaubenslehre → doctrine
Glück/Glückseligkeit → happiness; ulti-

mate happiness
gluttony  298, 304, 306
God  
–	 hierarchy between angels, the “godlike” 

and  83
–	 knowledge of  84, 109, 112, 255, 296
–	 likeness/nearness to God  80–81, 84, 

109, 109–110n1, 130, 304, 325
–	 oneness of  209, 222n65, 240, 325, 328
–	 proof of existence and unity of  26–27
–	 “treaty” between God and humankind 

(covenant)  215–217, 218, 225
God’s commandments  214, 221n56, 222
–	 authority of  212
–	 reason and/rational basis of  206n2, 

209, 215
–	 superiority over reason  224, 225
good deeds/actions  271, 290, 293, 294
–	 philosophical humanism as unification 

between reason and  330–331
good, the  
–	 ability to distinguish between evil and  

210, 222, 223, 224, 224–225, 270, 276
–	 division of the arts and  280–281
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–	 good vs. bad/evil character  277–278
Gospels  169
governance  267, 306
–	 secular  338, 340–341
–	 types of  121
Graeco-Arabic texts  196
Graeco-Roman antiquity  18
grandfather of Miskawayh  9–10, 10n9
gratitude  211, 215, 225, 294n12, 295, 296, 

303, 303n45
grave  142
–	 punishment of the  141, 154
greed  186tab., 190tab.
Greek cultural heritage
–	 Islamic reception of  15, 18, 90, 317
Greek educational theories  40; see also 

Oikonomikos
Greek intellectual heritage  2, 8, 20, 126, 

164, 166, 206, 229, 252
–	 Arabic translations of  34, 75, 77, 110, 

125, 139, 144, 147, 166, 181, 184–185, 
186, 211

Greek philosophical ethics  and/vs. Is-
lamic religious ethics  5, 22, 39, 68, 81, 
179, 212, 224, 289, 290, 317, 322, 328, 
329–330, 335, 338

Greek philosophy  2, 24ill., 55, 124, 215, 
219

–	 Islamic reception of  23, 89, 90, 137, 
180, 273–274, 312, 338

–	 use of prolegomena  130
–	 on virtues  76, 79, 187
Greek science  4, 219, 226

habits/habituation/habitude (iʿtiyād)  
29n80, 185, 214, 237, 277–278, 294, 
303, 311, 312, 313

ḥadīth  255, 293, 332–333, 333, 337
ḥajj → pilgrimage/pilgrims
happiness (saʿāda)  39, 69, 70, 145, 213–

214, 222, 223, 259–261, 262–263, 283
–	 Arabic works on  263, 263n21,n23, 

274–275
–	 Aristotelian  3, 29, 118, 119, 217, 268, 

268n43, 269, 269n46, 270, 273–274, 276
–	 classification/ranking of  27–30, 43, 

109, 118, 262, 263–273
–	 bodily happiness  29, 118, 120, 268

–	 common happiness  264, 264n29
–	 general human happiness  264–265
–	 happiness outside/around body  

268
–	 ordered vs. non-ordered forms of 

happiness  267
–	 specific human happiness  264, 265–

268, 268n43; see also ultimate happi-
ness

–	 definition/concept  260, 260n3, 261–
262n15

–	 ethical conduct leading to  260–261
–	 friendship and  118, 268, 316–317
–	 from external goods/material things  

118
–	 generated from arts  267
–	 knowledge leading to  3, 30, 259–262, 

268
–	 Miskawayh’s theory of  273–274; see 

also Tartīb al-saʿādāt wa-manāzil al-
ʿulūm

–	 philosophy and  118–120, 119n35
–	 plurality/multiple forms of  266–267
–	 rational science and  2, 3
–	 salvation vs.  294–295
–	 virtue as precondition for  291
harm, not causing  211
harmony
–	 physic  185
al-hawāmil (here: questions in al-

Hawāmil wa-l-shawāmil)  33, 55, 
231, 245; see also [al-]Hawāmil wa-l-
shawāmil

Ḥayy ibn Yaqzān (character in Ḥayy ibn 
Yaqzān, Ibn Sīnā)  150–151

health  260, 268, 299
–	 ethical  304, 309
–	 of the soul  2, 32
heart  
–	 (improvement of ) state of the  297, 298, 

299, 300, 301n36, 308
–	 power of the soul in  153, 324
heaven
–	 intermediate court in  141
Hebrew  207n7
Hebrew Bible  221n56
Hebrew calendar  207, 207–208n9
Hellenism  18
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Hellenistic philosophy → Greek philoso-
phy

heresy  212
hermeneutics → Quranic interpretation
Hermes Trismegistus  193, 195n89
hermits  165, 184
ḥikma → wisdom
ḥilm → prudence
historiographical works  36–37, 36n112; 

see also Tajārib al-umam
history/historians  7, 8, 11, 16, 136, 161, 

181, 294
–	 philosophers/philosophy vs.  39, 55, 56, 

64–66, 253
–	 revision/falsification of history  254–

255
höchstes Glück → ultimate happiness
Holy Spirit (al-rūḥ al-qudsī)  219n52
honor  57, 79, 326
hope  138, 270, 291, 301
horse and carriage (metaphor)  139, 154
horsemen (metaphor)  147, 147n40
horses (metaphor)  139, 147, 147n40, 151
household management  23, 121, 168; see 

also Oikonomikos
ḥukamāʾ → sages
human action  225
–	 freedom of  222, 222n65, 225
human beings  
–	 animals/plants vs.  145, 153, 182, 192
–	 “likeness to God”  78–79, 80–81, 83, 

84
–	 natural intellectual limitations/mental 

capabilities of  77, 83, 214, 215, 225
–	 as political animals  77, 316
–	 (process to) divineness  3, 78, 79, 80
–	 ranking of  76–77
–	 role of covenant in relation with God  

215–217, 218, 225; see also human per-
fection

human freedom
–	 levels of  278–279
human happiness → happiness (saʿāda)
human intellect  222, 223; see also intellect
human interaction/association/society  

64, 244
–	 cultivation of virtue and  315–317, 

316n81

–	 justice and  325–327, 329
–	 moral danger of  314, 315
–	 relation between individuals and 

society  316–317
humanism  
–	 classical vs. contemporary  334
–	 definition/term  16, 89, 334, 341
–	 foundations of  17–18
–	 rationalism and  18
–	 rethinking of  334
–	 types of  17, 18–19, 90

–	 Arab humanism  5, 7, 15, 16–17, 19, 
43, 90, 107, 321, 322, 328–331, 333, 
334, 339

–	 Islamic humanism  16–17, 18, 19, 
317, 334

–	 legal humanism  19
–	 literary humanism  18, 19, 90, 330
–	 modern humanism  18, 334, 341
–	 multicultural humanism  17, 322, 

329–330, 335
–	 philosophical humanism  19, 90, 

330–331, 334, 335
–	 religious humanism  18, 19, 90, 330, 

334
–	 secular humanism  18, 341

humanista studia  329, 335
humanitas  
–	 adab vs.  90
–	 term  331n44
humanitas adab  90, 330, 331
human justice  325–327
–	 harmonization between divine and  

328–329
–	 proportion (iʿtidāl) to realize  326–

327
–	 transactional justice  326–327
human perfection  3, 148–149, 152, 165, 

180, 183, 185, 189, 195, 212, 213, 215, 
223, 224, 264, 296

–	 perfect kings/rulers  167–168; see also 
divinity; ultimate happiness

human transactions (muʿāmalāt)  310, 
314, 315, 316

human welfare → maṣlaḥa
hunger  62
hunters (metaphor)  147, 147n40
Hushang (mythical Iranian king)  35, 42
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ʿibādāt → ritual observances; worship, 
acts of

ʿiffa → abstinence; temperance
ignorance  57, 186tab., 298
ijtihād (independent reasoning)  240, 241, 

242, 245, 268, 331, 334
Ikhwān al-Ṣafāʾ  22, 26, 29n79, 85, 144–145
iktisāb (acquisition of acts)  170
illness
–	 caused by the soul  144, 153
ʿilm → knowledge
imams  10, 327, 328, 329
ʿimāra → cultivation
immanent cause  128n66
immaterial things  123, 124
imperceptible things  124, 125
impudence  186
incarnation  170
independent reasoning → ijtihād
Indian intellectual heritage  2, 34, 89, 252
injustice  35, 190tab., 326, 327, 338, 342
al-insān al-kāmil  192
instructive images → metaphors
intellect  3, 31, 82, 153–154
–	 acquired intellect  223
–	 active/tenth  143, 149, 151, 153, 154
–	 actual intellect  223
–	 of children  98–99
–	 divine science in  120, 121
–	 (treating) weaknesses of  112–115, 

115n20
–	 understanding and  222
intellectual circles/networks → learning 

circles; scholarly circles
intellectual exchanges  33–34, 55, 218, 221, 

226, 229, 231–234, 245; see also [al-]
Hawāmil wa-l-shawāmil

intellectual power  310
intelligibility  307, 309, 310
intelligibles  
–	 first  3
–	 sensibles vs.  114
–	 visibility of  114–115
interconfessionalism → religious plural-

ism/diversity
intermediate court (in heaven)  141
intermediate science (al-ʿilm al-awsaṭ)  

116, 117, 120, 121; see also mathematics

involuntary transactions
–	 justice of  326, 327
Iranian intellectual heritage  2, 5, 89, 179; 

see also Persian intellectual heritage; 
Persian philosophers/intellectuals

Iranian kings  253–255, 256
irascibility  186
irascible soul (thymoeidēs, al-nafs al-gha-

dabiyya, spirit soul)  79–80, 138, 139, 
146, 182, 183, 185, 324

–	 virtues and vices of  186tab.
Islam  208
–	 “authentic Islam”  340
–	 future/different/non-religious  69, 331, 

335
Islamic consciousness  339–340
Islamic discourse  332–333, 335
Islamic Golden Age/Renaissance  18, 20, 

180
Islamic humanism  16–17, 18, 19, 317, 

334; see also Arab humanism
Islamic intellectual heritage  179
–	 modernization/reform of  321, 322, 

333, 339
–	 Western/secular reception of  337–338, 

337–339, 340
Islamic law → religious law; sharīʿa
Islamic philosophical ethics  180, 322, 323
Islamic philosophy/philosophers  7, 11, 

12, 15, 16, 24ill., 34, 38, 41, 81, 130, 136, 
179, 180, 219, 220, 226, 261, 274; see 
also Arabic/Arabo-Islamic philosophy

Islamic regimes  322
Islamic religious ethics
–	 and/vs. Greek philosophical ethics  5, 

22, 39, 68, 81, 212, 224, 289, 290, 322, 
328, 329–330, 335, 338

Islamic sciences
–	 curriculum  21
Islamic studies  13, 15, 16, 19, 22, 38, 237, 

262, 331
Islamic teaching
–	 institutionalized vs. non-institutional-

ized  21
Ismāʿīlism/Ismāʿīlī  20
isolation
–	 living in  57, 64
iʿtiqādāt → conviction
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iʿtiyād  
–	 term  29n80; see also habits/habitu-

ation/habitude
ʿIzrāʾīl (Angel of Death)  141, 142

jähzornige Seele → irascible soul
Jenseits → afterworld
Jewish intellectual heritage  89, 90, 184, 

186
Jewish philosophers/intellectuals  24ill., 

34, 38, 42, 207, 218, 219, 221, 222, 226; 
see also [al-]Muqammaṣ, Dāwūd b. 
Marwān

Jewish religious law  206n4, 207n5,n7, 209, 
209n15

Jewish theology/theologians  209, 212, 
219, 222; see also Saadia Gaon

Jews/Jewish community  2, 21, 164, 165, 
208, 221

–	 Arabicized Jews  186, 221, 221n56, 
225

Judaeo-Arabic language  208
Judaism  206, 221
–	 cardinal virtues in  31
–	 Karaite  207, 207n7
–	 rabbinic  207–209, 207n5,n7, 219
judgement  241
–	 Day of  293–294, 295n14, 301
–	 disputes in Quranic interpretation  

238–245
–	 of doctrinal issues  242–243
–	 ethical vs. unconditional  308–309
–	 self-judgement  241, 294, 294n12; see 

also ijtihād (independent reasoning)
jurisprudence ( fiqh)  333
–	 key concepts of  290
–	 as (mundane) science  21, 300, 314, 332
–	 philosophy and/vs.  308–317; see also 

legal theory
justice (ʿadl)  30, 34, 38, 209, 211, 214
–	 Aristotelian  30, 35, 43, 321, 322, 323, 

326, 327, 328, 328–329, 334–335
–	 categories of  35–36, 326

–	 distributive justice  326, 327
–	 justice according to division of 

money and honors  326
–	 justice of involuntary transactions  

326, 327

–	 justice of voluntary transactions  35–
36, 326–327; see also divine justice; 
human justice

–	 covenant and  215–216, 225
–	 definition  321, 328
–	 for dhimmīs  169
–	 equality and  326
–	 in modern Arab societies  322
–	 as (most noble) virtue  31, 162–163, 

186, 190tab.
–	 Plato on  43, 321, 322, 325, 328, 328–

329, 334–335
–	 rational soul/faculty of reason and  324, 

329, 331
–	 reconceptualization of  335
–	 revelation and  209, 331; see also divine 

justice; human justice

kalām al-dīn (dialectical theology)  205, 
208, 221, 221n56, 222, 223, 225, 290, 
294

–	 definition  208, 208–209n12; see also 
Muʿtazilite theology

Karaite Judaism  207, 207n7
Kenntnis → knowledge
al-kharāb → dilapidation
Kharijites  332
khāṣṣa → elite
khuluq → character (traits); ethos; moral 

quality
kings  
–	 character traits of  167–168
–	 moral behavior of  167–168, 191
–	 virtues of  191; see also mirrors-for-

princes literature; political leaders; 
rulers

Klugheit → wisdom
knowledge of God  84, 109, 112, 255, 296; 

see also ultimate happiness
knowledge (ʿilm)  69, 185, 186tab.
–	 achievement of happiness/virtue 

through  3, 187, 189, 260–261, 268, 324
–	 classification of knowledge  120–121, 

124–125, 188, 268–273, 269n46
–	 ultimate happiness and  3, 120, 268–

273, 269n47, 275
–	 divine  79
–	 features of  31–32
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–	 logic vs. character traits for acquiring  
282

–	 perfect knowledge of philosophers  2, 81
–	 self-knowledge  30; see also science; 

wisdom
kuluq → moral quality
Kunstfertigkeit → arts

Latin translations  of Islamic intellectual 
heritage  136

Lautere Brüder → Ikhwān al-Ṣafāʾ
laws  
–	 rules vs.  210
–	 to guide on practicing good morals  

121, 191
–	 types of law for justice of human inter-

actions  327–328; see also religious law; 
sharīʿa

learning circles (majālis)  13, 15, 183; see 
also scholarly circles

learning process
–	 ethical code of conduct in  38
legal humanism  19
legal scholars  
–	 disputes between  238–243; see also 

judgements
legal theory  21, 240, 245, 290, 294, 309, 

310; see also jurisprudence
leonine soul/faculties  139, 146; see also 

irascible soul
lexicography  233
libraries/librarians  3, 4, 12, 20, 136, 229
lifetime of Miskawayh  1, 20–22, 339
likeness to God  78–79, 80–81, 83, 84, 109, 

109–110n1, 130, 304, 325
–	 hierarchy between God, angels and 

“godlike”  83
linguistics  233
lions (metaphor)  139, 150, 151; see also 

leonine soul/faculties
literary humanism  18, 19, 90, 330
living beings 
–	 phases in development of  26, 145, 153
logical demonstration → reason
logic (manṭiq)/logicians  11, 21, 68, 116, 

117n26, 180, 209, 271, 272, 282
–	 Aristotelian logic  3, 122, 130, 180, 219, 

226, 230, 270, 273

logistikón (rational soul)  138, 139; see also 
rational soul

lordship
–	 servitude vs.  305–306
love  83, 85, 115–116, 165, 168, 171, 184, 

216–217, 296, 297n22, 303, 317, 317n87
löwenartige Seele → irascible soul
lowest knowledge (al-ʿilm al-asfal)  125
lowest science (al-ʿilm al-adnā)  120; see 

also natural sciences; propaedeutics
lying  105, 150, 190tab.

madaniyya → political association
madrasas (schools, institutions of higher 

learning, colleges)  21
Magianism  10n9
majālis → learning circles
majmūʿ (composite/multiple text ms.)  

193, 195, 196, 198
Mamluk period  192
manners  97–98, 191, 272; see also adab
manuscripts
–	 of ethical writings  192–197, 194ill., 

195ill., 197ill., 198
maṣlaḥa (concept of the public interest or 

welfare)  240, 241, 245, 246, 309
masses, Christian Orthodox  70–71
material things  123, 124–125
–	 desire for  183, 305, 306
–	 happiness from  118
mathematicians  2, 136, 193, 196, 198
mathematics  2, 272
–	 classification of  124, 125–126, 126n60, 

130
–	 as intermediate science  117, 120, 121
matter  115
–	 things in vs. things not in matter  123, 

124–125; see also material things
Maturidis  238
mean (concept)  282
medical sciences/medicine  11, 21, 144, 

260
memorization
–	 of poems  101
Messiah (al-Masīḥ)  255
messianic redemption  209
metaphors  
–	 definition  137
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–	 intermediary role between religion and 
philosophy  135, 137, 154

–	 for judgements and ijtihād  241, 242, 
243

–	 origins and application of  137
–	 for the soul  139, 146, 149–153, 154
metaphysics  21, 149, 271, 272, 331
–	 classification of  130
–	 as most elevated science  120
–	 ultimate happiness and  119
miracles  212, 220
mirrors-for-princes literature  35, 167, 

167n23, 181, 181–182, 187, 188, 189, 
191, 219, 261

misbehavior
–	 of boys  97–99
miserliness  303, 304, 306
misery
–	 state of  267, 270
Mishna  207n5
Miskawayh-Symposium (Göttingen Uni-

versity)  38
mist of the body
–	 eyes of the soul vs.  113–115
moderation (taʿdīl)  31, 78, 184, 192, 244; 

see also temperance
modernity  
–	 humanism and  18, 334, 341
–	 power and  339, 340, 341
–	 secularism and  339–341
modernization/reform
–	 of Islamic intellectual heritage  321, 

322, 333, 339
monasteries/monastic circles  186, 187, 

193, 195, 198
money  97
–	 desire for wealth and  183, 306
–	 happiness and  266
–	 as third rank of law  327–328
monks  164, 165, 183
Monophysites  221
monotheism  238n31, 325
moral behavior  187
–	 of rulers  167–168, 181–182, 191
moral philosophy  2, 8, 22, 251, 290
–	 psychology and  30; see also ethics; 

virtue/virtues
moral quality (khuluq)  180, 182, 183

–	 commendable vs. abhorrent  183–184
morals/morality  69, 164–165
–	 collapse of morality  69
–	 moral character  276–277
–	 moral duties  211
–	 reformation/improvement of  180, 183, 

187, 189
–	 role of covenant in  215
–	 role of intellectuals in guiding to prac-

tice good  191
moral/virtue ethics  209, 210, 214, 216n38, 

221, 223, 224, 225, 289, 292, 297
most elevated science/knowledge (al-ʿilm 

al-aʿlā)  116, 120, 125; see also meta-
physics

mothers
–	 qualities of  97, 101, 106
mukāshafa → disclosure
multicultural humanism  17, 322, 329–

330, 335
music  21, 125, 126
Muslim calendar  171
Muslim dynasties → Abbasid caliphate/

period; Buyid dynasty/period; Fatimid 
caliphate/period

Muslim intellectual heritage → Islamic in-
tellectual heritage

Muslim philosophy/philosophers → Is-
lamic philosophy/philosophers

Muslims/Muslim community  2, 164, 165
–	 reception of Christian ethical writings  

172–174, 180
mutakallim (scholar of kalām, theologian)  

205, 209, 221, 222
Muʿtazilites  205, 209, 221, 238
Muʿtazilite theology  205, 210, 211, 

212, 219, 221, 222, 222n65, 225, 226, 
238n31; see also kalām al-dīn

muthafte Seele → irascible soul
mysticism  22
–	 philosophy and  23; see also Sufism/

Sufis

nafs  
–	 al-nafs al-ammāra (soul commanding 

evil)  141
–	 al-nafs al-ʿāqila → rational soul
–	 al-nafs al-ghadabiyya → irascible soul
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–	 al-nafs al-lawwāmā (self-aware/self-ac-
cusing soul)  141

–	 al-nafs al-muṭmaʾinna (peaceful/self-at-
peace soul)  141

–	 al-nafs al-nāṭiqa → rational soul
–	 al-nafs al-shahwāniyya → appetitive 

soul; see also soul
name of Miskawayh  9–10, 9n8, 10n9
nation state  340–341
natural bodies
–	 artificial and/vs.  127–130
natural justice  35
natural philosophy  21
natural sciences
–	 classification of  116, 120, 121, 126–

129, 130
nearness to God → likeness to God
Neoplatonic ethics  40, 75, 82, 84, 85, 109, 

184
Neoplatonic philosophical heritage  40, 

130, 162
Neoplatonism  3, 27, 80
niggardliness  183, 190tab.
non-Muslims → dhimmīs

obedience  299n32, 302, 303, 305, 307, 308
obligatory deeds/actions  212, 290, 293, 

294
Offenbarung → revelation
old men (metaphor)  150, 151
oneness of God  209, 222n65, 240, 325, 

328
Oriental Christian scholasticism  219; see 

also Christian(-Arab) philosophers/in-
tellectuals

origins of Miskawayh  8, 9–11, 230–231
ostensible syllogism (qiyās mustaqīm)  

244n43, 246
Ottoman period  192

paideia (education/training)  68, 68–69n5, 
107, 189, 191

Palestinian school (Judaism)  207, 207–
208n9

paraphrasing  102, 103–104, 106–107
parenting  97–106
–	 parent’s role in good conduct of chil-

dren  223

–	 qualities of mothers  97, 101, 106
particles  128
passion  79, 81, 186, 190tab., 304, 325
patience (ṣabr)  84, 266, 291, 294n12, 295, 

296, 304
patrons  20
–	 of Miskawayh  12, 25ill.
peaceful/self-at-peace soul (al-nafs al-

muṭmaʾinna)  141
pedagogy  40
–	 ethics and  68
–	 role of metaphors in  137–138; see also 

education; upbringing
perceptible things  124–125
perfection → divinity; human perfection; 

ultimate happiness
perfect state  75, 82
Peripatetic philosophers  170
Persian intellectual heritage  20, 180, 181, 

184, 252, 340; see also Iranian intellec-
tual heritage

Persian kings
–	 child-rearing methods of  99, 101, 106
Persian philosophers/intellectuals  24–

25ill., 34
Pflanzenseele → vegetative soul
philological questions  233
philosophers  117n26
–	 historians vs.  39, 55, 56, 64–66, 253
–	 perfect  81
–	 prophecy as prerequisite of  82; see also 

Christian(-Arab) philosophers/intellec-
tuals; Islamic philosophy/philosophers; 
Jewish philosophers/intellectuals; 
Syrian-Orthodox philosophers/theolo-
gians

philosophical education  11, 130, 179, 214
–	 curriculum  214, 271–273, 282
philosophical humanism  19, 90, 330–331, 

334, 335
philosophy  
–	 aim of  109, 119
–	 Aristotelian  2–3, 109, 110, 110n2, 111, 

117, 119, 123–124, 125, 162, 223, 261
–	 classification/division of  109, 111–112, 

116, 118–119, 122–125, 271, 275
–	 definition/term  109–110, 110n2, 115–

116
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–	 happiness and  118–120, 119n35
–	 history and/vs.  39, 55, 56, 64–66, 253
–	 jurisprudence and/vs.  308–317
–	 metaphors in philosophical texts  135, 

137, 154
–	 mysticism and  23
–	 political philosophy  75
–	 practical philosophy  109, 119, 121, 

123, 271
–	 prolegomena to  109, 110–117, 

110n2,4,5, 119, 122, 123, 130
–	 religion and  5, 22, 39, 68, 81, 212, 224, 

289, 290, 322, 328, 329–330, 335, 338
–	 salvation and  214
–	 teaching → philosophical education
–	 theoretical philosophy  109, 119, 122–

125, 271
–	 understanding of/insight in  312–313
–	 universalist claim  2
physical appetite  297n21, 304
physic harmony  185
physicians  11–12, 12, 32, 36n112, 116, 

136, 196
–	 happiness of  266
–	 on the soul  2, 143–144
physicists  136
physics  68, 271, 272
–	 Aristotelian  2–3, 180
pigs (metaphor)  150, 151
pilgrimage (ḥajj)/pilgrims  60, 62, 92, 245, 

301, 302, 305, 307, 310, 317
plants  145, 153; see also vegetative soul
Platonic ethics  38, 75, 79, 82, 85, 184, 189, 

192, 329
Platonic justice  43, 321, 322, 325, 328, 

328–329, 334–335
Platonic soul → tripartite soul
Platonism  2, 3, 5, 274
pleasure  83, 170, 184, 192, 211, 260, 264, 

270, 279, 282, 304, 305, 307
pneuma (Stoic concept, intermingling of 

all [essences])  79–80
poems  
–	 memorization of  101
–	 on the soul  148, 152
poetry/poets  4, 12, 13, 23, 136
polemical literature  207n7
polis → cities/city-states

political advisors  191
political association (madaniyya)  58, 63–64
political authority  64
political leaders  312
–	 moral obligations of  167, 173–174; see 

also kings; rulers
political philosophy  75
political violence  339
politics  15, 23, 109
–	 human beings as political animals  77, 

316
–	 virtue/ethics and  311, 316
pomp and splendor
–	 love of  164
poor people  
–	 happiness of  266
–	 treatment of  65, 168, 299, 303
positive ethics  3
power  331
–	 abuse of  101
–	 animal/bodily powers  317n86
–	 divine  76, 80, 165
–	 happiness from having  268
–	 intellectual  310
–	 modernity and  339, 340, 341
–	 political  64, 332
–	 of the soul  98, 145, 152, 153, 182–183, 

270, 291, 324
practical philosophy  119, 121, 123, 271; 

see also ethics
practical wisdom  120, 121, 271–273, 278, 

280–281
praxis
–	 science of (muʿāmala)  300
prayer  207
–	 communal  317
–	 daily  92
–	 internal conditions during performance 

of  301, 302
–	 prayer formulas  207n7
–	 sharīʿa on  244–245
prayer books  207n7
preachers  164, 165
pre-eternal “agreement” → covenant
preferable acts  224
primacy
–	 character/virtue vs. actions  289, 290, 

291, 292–299, 308



	 Index of Topics and Keywords� 387

primordial “agreement” → covenant
princes  
–	 upbringing/education of Iranian  99, 

101, 106; see also mirrors-for-princes 
literature

procreation  172
prohibition  210, 213, 222, 222n65, 225, 

290, 303n42
prolegomena material  109, 110–117, 

110n2,n4-5, 119, 122, 123, 130
propaedeutical ethics  3, 110, 117, 130
propaedeutics (al-riyādiyyāt, ʿilm al-adab)  

113, 116, 117, 125
prophecy  149, 212, 221n56
–	 as prerequisite for philosophers  82
–	 prophets vs.  57
–	 rejection of  222
prophetic tradition → ḥadīth
prophets/prophethood  26
–	 divine revelation  75, 81–82, 85, 211, 

212–213, 214n34, 221n56, 224
proportion (iʿtidāl)
–	 to realize human justice  326–327
prudence (ḥilm)  31, 186tab.
psychology/psychologists  30, 32, 187, 189, 

233, 274, 291
public interest → maṣlaḥa
punishment  
–	 actions as causes of  293
–	 of boys/children  98, 101, 105, 223
–	 corporal  98, 105
–	 divine  209, 222, 222n65, 238n31
–	 of the grave  141, 154
purification of the soul  3, 80, 85, 144, 152, 

182, 323–325

Qarmaṭīs  60, 62
qiyās → analogy; correct reasoning
quantity vs. quality  125–126
questions and answers (format)  33–34, 

55, 231–234, 263n21, 283; see also [al-]
Hawāmil wa-l-shawāmil

Quran  255, 332
–	 founding texts of  337
–	 in al-Hawāmil wa-l-shawāmil  42, 234–

235, 235n25, 246
–	 reception of  234, 245
–	 on the soul  140–141, 154

–	 as source of sharīʿa  239
Quranic interpretation  disputes between 

legal scholars  236–243

rabbinic Judaism/Rabbinites  206–208, 
206n4, 207n5,n7

–	 rationalism and  208–209, 219, 220–
221

rabbinic writings  208
rabbis  205, 206, 206n4
radical evil  69–70
Ramadan  245
ranks/ranking → classification
rationalism  338
–	 humanism and  18
–	 rabbinic Judaism and  208–209, 219, 

220–221
–	 Western reception of Islamic  337–338
rational law (sharāʾiʿ ʿaqliyya)
–	 revealed law vs.  210–215, 218, 219, 

220, 221n56, 224, 225
rational sciences (ʿulūm ʿaqlīyya)  2, 3, 4, 

21, 38, 183; see also astronomy; math-
ematics; physics

rational soul (logistikón, nafs ʿāqila)  138, 
143, 144

–	 justice and  324, 329, 331
–	 power of  182–183
–	 relation with/intermediary between 

appetitive and irascible soul  165, 185, 
186tab., 189, 192, 324

–	 virtues and vices and/of  81, 84, 145, 
146, 152, 154, 171, 186tab., 187, 323

reading
–	 importance of  215, 220
real essence  3, 78, 79, 80
reason  185, 206
–	 ability to act according to  192, 265, 

266
–	 authority of  222, 224, 225
–	 correct reasoning (qiyās)  223, 246
–	 crisis of  70
–	 divine  78, 80
–	 God’s commandments and  206n2, 209, 

215, 224, 225
–	 philosophical humanism and  330
–	 religion and/vs.  212, 236–238, 245, 

255, 312–313
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–	 religious law and/vs.  206n2, 209–210, 
219, 220–221, 224, 225, 229, 236–238, 
309, 310

–	 as source of ethical knowledge  210, 
211–212, 224, 225

–	 to distinguish between good and evil  
224, 224–225

–	 unchangeability of  237; see also 
ijtihād; rational law; rational soul

rebellions
–	 by common people  58, 60–63, 64–65
reception of ethical works  193
–	 Christian writings  172–174, 180, 182, 

191
reception of Miskawayh  13–16, 66, 68, 

136, 229, 230, 272n59, 282–283
Rechtsurteile → judgements
Reinheit der Seele → purification of the 

soul
religion  
–	 equation with Islam  341
–	 philosophy and/vs.  5, 22, 39, 68, 81, 

212, 224, 289, 290, 322, 328, 329–330, 
335, 338

–	 reason vs./and  212, 236–238, 245, 255, 
312–313

–	 religious disciplines vs. rational sci-
ences  3–4

–	 rethinking of study of  331, 335
religious duties  302–303, 306, 307, 315
religious ethics → Islamic religious ethics
religious humanism  19, 90, 330, 334; see 

also Islamic humanism
religious law  206, 209n15
–	 actions and  289, 290
–	 authority of  222, 224, 225
–	 (classes of ) duties in  302–303, 306, 

307, 315
–	 desire and/vs.  305–307
–	 education of character by/pedagogical 

function of  289, 292, 299–308, 306, 
308, 311, 312–313, 314, 315

–	 foundations/aims of  309, 310
–	 Jewish  206n4, 207, 207n5,n7, 209, 

209n15
–	 learning  214
–	 reason and/vs.  209–210, 212, 219, 220–

221, 237, 245, 309, 310, 312–313

–	 as source of ethical knowledge  210, 
211–212, 224, 225

–	 spiritual approach to legal obligations 
and  290, 300–302, 309

–	 virtue and  5, 43, 289, 290, 291, 294, 
299, 307, 310, 312, 313, 318; see also 
revealed law; sharīʿa

religious leaders  164, 165, 183, 207, 327, 
328

religious pluralism/diversity  2, 21, 41, 42, 
161, 164, 179–180, 208

–	 in ethical writings  163–167
religious terminology  166
renunciation (zuhd)  164, 183, 296
reputation/reception of Miskawayh  13–

16, 66, 68, 136, 229, 230, 272n59, 282–
283

research institutions  20
research/studies on Miskawayh  37–44, 

38–39
respect  211, 215, 216
resting  138, 147, 149
resurrection  141–142, 141n18, 209
revealed law (sharāʾiʿ samiʿiyya)  210, 

211
–	 freedom of action and  225–226
–	 human’s mental restrictions and  214
–	 rational law/reason vs.  210–215, 218, 

219, 220, 221n56, 224, 225; see also reli-
gious law; sharīʿa

revelation (tanzīl)  206, 210, 225, 333
–	 ethical knowledge without need for  

212
–	 Islamic conception of  332
–	 justice and  209, 331
–	 plurality of  341
–	 as primary source for ethical knowl-

edge  211–212, 221n56, 224, 225
–	 prophetic  75, 81–82, 85, 211, 212–213, 

214n34, 221n56, 224
–	 term  332
–	 theurgic  82, 84, 85
revolts  60, 321, 321n2; see also rebellions; 

revolts
reward  
–	 actions as causes of  293
–	 of children  223
–	 divine  209, 222, 222n65, 238n31
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rhetorics  21
rich people  
–	 happiness of  266
–	 upbringing of children  99, 101, 106
riding animals (metaphor)  146–147
right actions/righteous works → good 

deeds/actions
ritual observances (ʿibādāt)  80, 299, 301, 

302, 304, 306, 307, 308n58, 310, 314, 
315, 317; see also theurgy

al-riyāḍiyyāt (propaedeutics, mathe
matics)  

–	 term  117; see also mathematics; pro-
paedeutics

Romans
–	 cardinal virtues  31
rūḥ (“breath of God”, wind)  141
rulers  75, 82
–	 character traits of  167–168
–	 justice and  329
–	 moral behavior of  167–168, 181–182, 

191
–	 philosophical interest of  111
–	 as rank of law  327, 329
–	 virtues of  188–189, 188ill., 191, 312; 

see also Buyid rulers; mirrors-for-
princes literature; prophets/prophet-
hood; religious leaders; viziers

rules
–	 law vs.  210

saʿāda → happiness
saʿāda al-quṣwā → ultimate happiness
Sabian philosophers/intellectuals  25ill., 

36n112
Sabians  21, 23
ṣabr  
–	 term  304; see also self-control; temper-

ance
saddle making  267
sages (ḥukamāʾ)  2, 29, 210, 210n17
–	 apophthegms by → wisdom quotes
sakhā → generosity
salvation  294
–	 happiness vs.  294–295
–	 philosophy and  214
ṣanāʾiʿ → arts
sayings → wisdom quotes

scale (on Day of Judgement)  293–294, 
295n14

scholarly circles  13, 15, 23
–	 Baghdadi circle  15, 25ill., 110, 130, 136, 

161
scholars  164, 165
–	 government support to  65; see also 

philosophers
science of disclosure (mukāshafa)  300
science of praxis (muʿāmala)  300
sciences  
–	 classification of the  116, 117, 120–121, 

271–272, 273, 275
–	 intermediate sciences  116, 117, 120
–	 lowest sciences  116, 120
–	 most elevated sciences  116, 120, 125

–	 happiness through  2, 3, 268; see also 
knowledge; wisdom

scripture  
–	 literal meaning of  214
–	 veracity of  212
secrets  14
secular humanism  18, 341
secularism/secularity  8, 8–9n4, 17, 107, 

174
–	 modernity and  339–341
secular (term)  340
Seele → soul
Selbsterkenntnis → self-knowledge
Selbstverwirklichung → self-realization
self-aware/self-accusing soul (al-nafs al-

lawwāma)  141
self-confidence  68
self-contentment  270
self-control (ṣabr)  31, 170, 304, 305, 306, 

307
self-criticism  232
self-determination  189, 191, 278, 279, 307, 

310; see also intelligibility
self-divinization  274, 325
self-judgement  241, 294, 294n12; see also 

ijtihād
self-perfection  215, 224
sensible bodies  126
sensibles
–	 intelligibles vs.  114
sensible soul  80
sensory perception  214, 214n32
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sentence construction
–	 imperative  102, 103
servants  97
servitude  303
–	 lordship vs.  305–306
Sevener Shiʿa  20
sexual activities  138, 144, 170, 264
sexuality  98, 101, 106, 172
shajāʿa → courage
shame
–	 of boys  97, 98
sharīʿa  223, 240, 333
–	 aim of  300
–	 in al-Hawāmil wa-l-shawāmil  42, 55, 

234–236, 235–236n26
–	 as highest law  217, 327–328
–	 interpretation of  240, 241
–	 in Miskawayh’s work  243–245
–	 on moderation  244
–	 on pilgrimage  92
–	 on prayer  92, 244–245
–	 Quran as source of  239
–	 reason vs.  236–238
–	 reception of  234, 245
–	 role in upbringing of children/youth  244
–	 Sufi approach to  290, 301–302
–	 term  312
–	 virtues and  43, 289; see also religious 

law; revealed law
al-shawāmil (here: answers in al-Hawāmil 

wa-l-shawāmil)  33, 55, 231, 245; see 
also [al-]Hawāmil wa-l-shawāmil

Shiʿism/Shiʿis  2, 8, 10–11, 20, 332, 339
–	 Sunnis vs. Shiʿis  61, 246
ṣināʿat/ṣanāʿiʾ  
–	 term  28–29n79; see also arts
slaughtering of animals  236
sleeping habits
–	 of boys  104–105
sluggishness  186
social interaction → human interaction/as-

sociation/society
social justice  326, 327
social status  167, 168, 169
society  
–	 cultivation vs. dilapidation  58, 63–64; 

see also human interaction/association/
society

soul (nafs)  26, 40, 75, 124, 136
–	 allegoric narratives on/metaphors for 

the  139, 146, 149–153, 154
–	 Aristotle on the  41, 139, 150, 185
–	 body and/vs.  113–115, 138, 139–140, 

143–144, 148, 153, 324
–	 in classical Islam  142–145
–	 classification/types of  79–80, 138–139, 

140–141, 142, 143, 144, 145, 146, 150, 
152, 153, 154, 185, 187, 188ill.; see also 
appetitive soul; irascible soul; rational 
soul; tripartite soul

–	 departure from body after death  141–
142, 144, 154

–	 faculties of the  186, 216n38, 220, 323, 
324

–	 Galen on the  144, 147, 147n40, 150, 
182, 185

–	 governance/control of the  121, 182
–	 happiness and → ultimate happiness
–	 health of the  2, 32
–	 Ikhwān al-Ṣafāʾ on the  144–145
–	 illnesses caused by  144, 153
–	 immortality of the  138, 152, 153, 154
–	 al-Kindī on the  81, 84, 142–143
–	 nature of the  30, 32, 68, 79–80, 145, 

148, 149, 152, 153
–	 organs in body used by  139, 153, 324
–	 Plato on the  41, 80, 84, 138–139, 144, 

146, 150, 152, 182, 184–185, 324, 325; 
see also tripartite soul

–	 Plotinus on the  79, 139–140
–	 power of the  98, 145, 152, 153, 182–

183, 270, 291, 324
–	 purification of the  3, 80, 85, 144, 152, 

182, 323–325
–	 Quran on the  140–141, 154
–	 substance of the  145, 148, 153
–	 term  140, 152
–	 training of the  185, 189, 217
–	 virtues of the  76, 77, 79, 145, 146; see 

also virtue/virtues
–	 weight of the  140
sources of inspiration (of Miskawayh)  8, 

15, 22, 24–25ill., 40, 92, 93tab., 107, 109, 
112–117, 119, 122, 126, 136–137, 143, 
147, 163, 218–219, 226, 252, 273–274, 
275–276, 282–283, 327; see also Aris-
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totle; Bryson; al-Fārābī; [al-]Fārābī; 
Galen; al-Jāḥiẓ; al-Kindī; [al-]Kindī; 
Paul the Persian; Plato; Porphyry

specific human happiness  264, 265–268
–	 non-ordered vs. ordered  267, 268n43
spiritual life
–	 stations in (Sufism)  192, 295
spiritual qualities/virtues  291, 295
spirit(ual) soul → irascible soul
spiritual things
–	 bodily things vs.  76–77
spiritual well-being  304
stable disposition  295
stars
–	 brightness of  115
states (aḥwāl)  295, 296, 297, 298
statesmen → political leaders; rulers
stations in spiritual life (Sufism)  192, 295
Stoics/Stoicism  76, 137, 184
strangers
–	 treatment of  168
studying
–	 importance of  215, 220
stupidity  186
stylistic devices  102–106
substantivation  103–104, 106
Sufism/Sufis  192, 198, 289, 310
–	 spiritual approach to religious law  290, 

300–302, 309
–	 spiritual qualities  291
–	 stages in spiritual life  192, 295
sun
–	 brightness of  113, 115, 116
Sunna  235, 238
Sunnism/Sunnis  2, 21, 332, 339
–	 Shiʿis vs. Sunnis  61, 246
superstition  59n19
supreme happiness → ultimate happiness
sweets  104
syllogism/syllogistic reasoning  171, 272
–	 ostensible syllogism (qiyās mustaqīm)  

244n43, 246
Syriac-Christian community  225
Syriac-Christian intellectual heritage  89, 90, 

112, 122, 123, 124, 125, 130, 163, 186, 187
Syriac language  168
Syriac translations  of Greek philosophical 

heritage  110

Syrian Orthodox Church  161, 168, 169
Syrian Orthodox philosophers/theolo-

gians  169, 170, 173, 179, 198, 205, 218; 
see also [al-]Muqammaṣ, Dāwūd b. 
Marwān; Yaḥyā b. ʿAdī

Syrian Orthodox works  163; see also 
Christian ethical writings

taʿdīl → moderation
Talmud  208
Talmudic academy  207, 207n9
tanzīl → revelation
tawḥīd → unity of God
taxes  60
teachers  
–	 as “human Gods”  216–217
–	 of Miskawayh  161; see also Yaḥyā b. 

ʿAdī
teaching institutions  20
teaching process
–	 ethical code of conduct in  38
temperance (ʿiffa)  170–171, 185, 186tab., 

304, 305, 306; see also moderation
temporal priority  296
tenth intellect → active intellect
theology/theologians  12, 124, 136, 180, 

309, 310, 331
theoretical philosophy  271
–	 classification of  119, 122–125, 271
theoretical sciences  121
theoretical wisdom  120, 271–273, 278, 

280–281
theurgy (practice of rituals)  80
–	 theurgic revelations  82, 84, 85
–	 theurgic virtues  80, 84, 85
things  
–	 bodily vs. spiritual  76–77
–	 existence of  128
–	 perceptible vs. imperceptible  124–125
thought → wahm
thymoeidēs → irascible soul
tierische Seele → animal soul
timidity  186
Torah  209, 210, 211
–	 Arabic translation  207n7
tradition  
–	 normative authority of  222, 225; see 

also habits/habituation/habitude
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traditional justice  35
traditional sciences  21
transactional justice  326–327
transcendent cause  128n66
translation/translators  20–21, 180
–	 of Miskawayh’s work  

–	 in English  67
–	 in French  67, 67–68n3

–	 Muslim translators  11, 24ill.; see also 
Arabic translations

transmission of ethical works  172–173
–	 Christian writings  172–174, 182
treasure hunt (metaphor)  241, 242, 243
treasuries  58–59
“treaty” between God and humankind 

→ covenant
Trinity  170
tripartite soul (Plato)  41, 80, 138–139, 

142, 150, 152, 154, 182, 184–185, 192–
193, 198, 324

–	 epithymētikón  138, 139
–	 logistikón  138, 139
–	 role in upbringing and refinement of 

character traits  41, 135–136, 146, 152, 
154, 189

–	 thymoeidēs  138, 139
–	 training of  185, 189; see also appetitive 

soul; irascible soul; rational soul; vir-
tue/virtues

true enslaved man  278–279
truly free man  278–279
trust  70
truth  150, 212, 220
Tugenden → virtues
Turks  61
turmoil, periods of  4, 58; see also rebel-

lions
Twelver Shiʿa  246

ultimate happiness (al-saʿāda al-quṣwā)  
29–30, 41, 43, 67, 77, 81, 109, 118–119, 
130, 145, 152, 262, 268n43

–	 classification of knowledge and  3, 120, 
268–273, 269n47, 275

–	 plurality of  76, 266–267
–	 ways/conditions to achieve  224

–	 acquisition of moral character  276–
277

–	 levels of human freedom in quest for 
ultimate happiness  278–279

–	 philosophical curriculum for achiev-
ing  119, 271–273, 275

–	 pursuing ultimate happiness for its 
own sake  120, 268, 276

–	 role of revealed and rational law  
213–215, 217

–	 steps towards ultimate happiness  
120, 268, 269–270

–	 through theoretical and practical 
wisdom  260–261, 263, 271–273, 
278; see also happiness; knowledge 
of God; Tartīb al-saʿādāt wa-manāzil 
al-ʿulūm; virtue/virtues

ʿulūm ʿaqliyya → rational sciences
ʿulūm naqliyya → traditional sciences
unbelief  212
understanding  
–	 about God  255
–	 intellect and  222
–	 of philosophy  312–313
unity of God (tawḥīd)  170
universal history  36–37, 36n112; see also 

Tajārib al-umam
universalist aspirations of Miskawayh  

251–252
universities  20
upbringing  97
–	 of boys  40, 89, 97–106
–	 child-rearing methods of Persian kings  

99, 101, 106
–	 of rich/noble children  99, 101, 106; see 

also mirrors-for-princes literature
–	 role of sharīʿa/religious law in  244, 311
–	 role of tripartite soul in  41, 135–136, 

146, 152, 154, 189
Ursächlichkeit → causality
uṣūl al-dīn (Islamic theology)  332; see 

also theology/theologians
uṣūl al-fiqh → legal theory

vagabonds → ʿayyārūn
value recognition  5
vegetative soul  139, 143, 144, 145; see also 

appetitive soul
Vernunft → reason
Vernunft- und Geistesseele → rational soul



	 Index of Topics and Keywords� 393

Verstand/Verstandeskraft → intellect
vices  164, 183, 211, 304
–	 classification of  182, 186, 186tab., 187, 

190tab.
vigilance  293, 294, 294n12
virtue consequentialism  293
virtue ethics → moral/virtue ethics
virtue legalism  293, 294
virtue/virtues  22, 30
–	 for achievement of (ultimate) happi-

ness  223, 244, 291
–	 cardinal virtues  30–31, 162, 185–186, 

188, 190tab.
–	 civic  79
–	 classification of  78, 162–163, 170, 182, 

183, 185–186, 189, 190tab.
–	 definition  294
–	 divine  78, 83, 84, 323
–	 historical development of  294
–	 human interaction/association/society 

and  315–317, 316n81
–	 imperfection of human virtues  83
–	 knowledge to achieve  324
–	 politics and  311, 316
–	 primacy of character/virtue vs. actions  

289, 292–297, 299, 308
–	 religious law and  5, 43, 289, 290, 291, 

293, 294, 299, 307, 310, 312, 313, 318
–	 of rulers  188–189, 188ill., 191, 312
individuals vs. rulers and ruled  75, 82–

83, 85
–	 of the soul  76, 77, 79, 145, 146
–	 theurgic virtues  80, 84, 85; see also 

character (traits); justice; Tahdhīb al-
akhlāq; ultimate happiness

viziers  3–4, 12, 25ill., 27, 58, 59, 60, 62, 
206n4, 230, 253, 262, 273

Vollkommenheit → human perfection; ulti-
mate happiness

voluntary transactions
–	 justice of  35–36, 326–327

wahm (thought)  121n42, 124, 125
warriors → ʿayyārūn
water
–	 drinking  102
weak people
–	 treatment of  168, 169, 173
wealth  76, 118, 267–268, 303, 306, 307, 

331
Weisheit → wisdom
Weltseele → universal soul
Western intellectual heritage
–	 Arabic-Islamic content in  339
Willensfreiheit → free will
wine consumption  102–103
wisdom (ḥikma)  77, 82, 185, 186, 186tab., 

187, 190tab., 297n23
–	 classification of  120–121, 263, 270–273
–	 features of  31–32
–	 foundations of  2
–	 theoretical vs. practical  3, 271–273, 

278, 280–281; see also knowledge; 
virtue/virtues

wisdom quotes  34, 42, 251–256; see also 
Jāwīdhān Khiradh

Wissen → knowledge
women  97; see also mothers
works of Miskawayh (overview)  22–37, 

136, 231
worldly things  78, 83, 172, 270, 304, 305, 

314
worship, acts of (ʿibādāt)  299, 300–301, 

301, 301n36, 310, 314
wrong acts → bad/wrong deeds/actions

youth
–	 education of  244, 277

zakāt → almsgiving
Zoroastrianism/Zoroastrians  2, 10, 21, 

208
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